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I  IMAGINE  it  almost  needless  either  to  make  an  apology  for  pub* 
lishing  the  following  translation,  or  to  go  about  to  prove  it  a  work 
of  use  as  well  as  curiosity.  They  must  have  a  mean  opinion  of  the 
Christian  religion,  or  be  but  ill  grounded  therein,  who  can  apprehend 
any  danger  from  so  manifest  a  forgery  :  and  if  the  religious  and  civil 
institutions  of  foreign  nation^  are  worth"  our  knowledge,  those  of 
Mohammed,  the  lawgiver  of  the  Arabians,  and  founder  of  an  empire 
which  in  less  than  a  century  spread  itself  over  a  greater  part  of  the 
world  than  the  Romans  were  ever  masters  of,  must  needs  be  so  ; 
whether  we  consider  their  extensive  obtaining,  or  our  frequent  inter- 
course with  those  who  are  governed  thereby.  I  shall  not  here  inquire 
into  the  reasons  why  the  law  of  Mohammed  has  met  with  so  unexampled 
a  reception  in  the  world  (for  they  are  greatly  deceived  who  imagine  it 
to  have  been  propagated  by  the  sword  alone),  or  by  what  means  it  came 
to  be  embraced  by  nations  which  never  felt  the  force  of  the  Moham- 
medan  arms,  and  even  by  those  which  stripped  the  Arabians  of  their 
conquests,  and  put  an  end  to  the  sovereignty  and  very  being  of  their 
Khalifs  :  yet  it  seems  as  if  there  was  something  more  than  what  is 
vulgarly  imagined  in  a  religion  which  has  made  so  surprising  a  progress. 
But  whatever  use  an  impartial  version  of  the  Koran  may  be  of  in  other 
respects,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  undeceive  those  who,  from  the 
ignorant  or  unfair  translations  which  have  appeared,  have  entertained 
too  favourable  an  opinion  of  the  original,  and  also  to  enable  us  effectually 
to  expose  the  imposture  ;  none  of  those  who  have  hitherto  undertaken 
that  province,  not  excepting  Dr.  Prideaux  himself,  having  succeeded  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  judicious,  for  want  of  being  complete  masters  of 
the  controversy.  The  writers  of  the  Romish  communion,  in  particular, 
are  so  far  from  having  done  any  service  in  their  refutations  of  Moham-  . 
medism,  that  by  endeavouring  to  defend  their  idolatry  and  other  / 
superstitions,  they  have  rather  contributed  to  the  increase  of  that 
aversion  which  the  Mohammedans  in  general  have  to  the  Christian 
religion,  and  given  them  great  advantages  in  the  dispute.  The  Pro- 
testants alone  are  able  to  attack  the  Koran  with  success ;  and  for  them, 
I  trust.  Providence  has  reserved  the  glory  of  its  overthrow.  In  the 
meantime,  if  I  might  presume  to  lay  down  rules  to  be  observed  by  those 
who  attempt  the  conversion  of  the  Mohammedans,  they  should  be  the 
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same  which  the  learned  and  worthy  Bishop  Kidder*  has  prescribed  foi 
the  conversion  of  the  Jews,  and  which  may,  mutatis  mutandis,  be  equally 
applied  to  the  former,  notwithstanding  the  despicable  opinion  that 
writer,  for  want  of  being  better  acquainted  with  them,  entertained  of 
those  people,  judging  them  scarce  fit  to  be  argued  with.  The  first  of 
these  rules  is.  To  avoid  compulsion  ;  which,  though  it  be  not  in  our 
power  to  employ  at  present,  I  hope  will  not  be  made  use  of  when  it  is. 
The  second  is,  To  avoid  teaching  doctrines  against  common  sense ; 
the  Mohammedans  not  being  such  fools  (whatever  we  may  think  of 
them)  as  to  be  gained  over  in  this  case.  The  worshipping  of  images 
and  the  doctrine  of  transubstantiation  are  great  stumbling-blocks  to 
the  Mohammedans,  and  the  Church  which  teacheth  them  is  very  unfit 
to  bring  those  people  over.  The  third  is.  To  avoid  weak  arguments  : 
for  the  Mohammedans  are  not  to  be  converted  with  these,  or  hard 
words.  We  must  use  them  with  humanity,  and  dispute  against  them 
with  arguments  that  are  proper  and  cogent.  It  is  certain  that  many 
Christians,  who  have  written  against  them,  have  been  very  defective 
this  way  :  many  have  used  arguments  that  have  no  force,  and  advanced 
propositions  that  are  void  of  truth.  This  method  is  so  far  from  con- 
vincing, that  it  rather  serves  to  harden  them.  The  Mohammedans  will 
be  apt  to  conclude  we  have  little  to  say,  when  we  urge  them  with 
arguments  that  are  trifling  or  untrue.  We  do  but  lose  ground  when  we 
do  this ;  and  instead  of  gaining  them,  we  expose  ourselves  and  our 
cause  also.  We  must  not  give  them  ill  words  neither  ;  but  must  avoid 
all  reproachful  language,  all  that  is  sarcastical  and  biting  :  this  never 
did  good  from  pulpit  or  press.  The  softest  words  will  make  the  deepest 
impression  ;  and  if  we  think  it  a  fault  in  them  to  give  ill  language,  we 
cannot  be  excused  when  we  imitate  them.  The  fourth  rule  is,  Not  to  quit 
any  article  of  the  Christian  faith  to  gain  the  Mohammedans.  It  is  a 
fond  conceit  of  the  Socinians,  that  we  shall  upon  their  principles  be 
most  like  to  prevail  upon  the  Mohammedans  :  it  is  not  true  in  matter 
of  fact.  We  must  not  give  up  any  article  to  gain  them  :  but  then  the 
Church  of  Rome  ought  to  part  with  many  practices  and  some  doctrines. 
We  are  not  to  design  to  gain  the  Mohammedans  over  to  a  system  of 
dogma,  but  to  the  ancient  and  primitive  faith.  I  believe  nobody  will 
deny  but  that  the  rules  here  laid  down  are  just :  the  latter  part  of  the 
third,  which  alone  my  design  has  given  me  occasion  to  practise,  I  think 
so  reasonable,  that  I  have  not,  in  speaking  of  Mohammed  or  his  Koran, 
allowed  myself  to  use  those  opprobrious  appellations,  and  unmannerly 
expressions,  which  seem  to  be  the  strongest  arguments  of  several  who 
have  written  against  them.  On  the  contrary,  I  have  thought  myself 
obliged  to  treat  both  with  common  decency,  and  even  to  approve  such 
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particulars  as  seemed  to  nie  to  deserve  approbation  :  for  how  criminal 
soever  Mohammed  may  have  been  in  imposing  a  false  rehgion  on 
mankind,  the  praises  due  to  his  real  virtues  ought  not  to  be  denied  him ; 
nor  can  I  do  otherwise  than  applaud  the  candour  of  the  pious  and 
learned  Spanhemius,  who,  though  he  owned  him  to  have  been  a  wicked 
impostor,  yet  acknowledged  him  to  have  been  richly  furnished  with 
natural  endowments,  beautiful  in  his  person,  of  a  subtle  wit,  agreeable 
behaviour,  showing  liberality  to  the  poor,  courtesy  to  every  one,  fortitude 
against  his  enemies,  and  above  all  a  high  reverence  for  the  name  of 
God  ;  severe  against  the  perjured,  adulterers,  murderers,  slanderers, 
prodigals,  covetous,  false  witnesses,  &c.,  a  great  preacher  of  patience, 
charity,  mercy,  beneficence,  gratitude,  honouring  of  parents  and  supe- 
riors, and  a  frequent  celebrator  of  the  divine  praises.* 

Of  the  several  translations  of  the  Koran  now  extant,  there  is  but  one 
which  tolerably  represents  the  sense  of  the  original ;  and  that  being  in 
Latin,  a  new  version  became  necessary,  at  least  to  an  English  reader. 
What  Bibliander  published  for  a  Latin  translation  of  that  book  deserves 
not  tne  name  of  a  translation  ;  the  unaccountable  liberties  therein  taken 
and  the  numberless  faults,  both  of  omission  and  commission,  leaving 
scarce  any  resemblance  of  the  original.  It  was  made  near  six  hundred 
years  ago,  being  finished  in  1143,  by  Robertus  Retenensis,  an  English- 
man, with  the  assistance  of  Hermannus  Dalmata,  at  the  request  of 
Peter,  Abbot  of  Clugny,  who  paid  them  well  for  their  pains. 

From  this  Latin  version  was  taken  the  Italian  of  Andrea  Arrivabene, 
notwithstanding  the  pretences  in  his  dedication  of  its  being  done  im- 
mediately from  the  Arabic  ;f  wherefore  it  is  no  wonder  if  the  transcript 
be  yet  more  faulty  and  absurd  than  the  copy..! 

About  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  century,  Johannes  Andreas,  a  native 
of  Xativa  in  the  kingdom  of  Valencia,  who  from  a  ?Johammedan  doctor 
became  a  Christian  priest,  translated  not  only  the  Koran,  but  also  its 
glosses,  and  the  seven  books  of  the  Sonna,  out  of  Arabic  into  the 
Arragonian  tongue,  at  the  command  of  Martin  Garcia, §  Bishop  of 
Barcelona  and  Inquisitor  of  Arragon.  Whether  this  translation  were 
ever  published  or  not  I  am  wholly  ignorant  :  but  it  may  be  presumed 
to  have  been  the  better  done  for  being  the  work  of  one  bred  up  in  the 

*  Id  certum,  naturalibus  egregie  dotibus  instructum  Muhammedem,  forma  praestanti,  ingenio 
calido,  moribus  facetis,  ac  pras  se  ferentem  liberalitatem  in  egenos.  comimem  in  singulos, 
fottiludinem  in  hostes,  ac  prse  casteris  reverentiam  divini  norninis. — Severus  luit  in  perjuros, 
adulteros,  homicidas,  obtrectatores,  prodigos,  avaros,  falsos  testes,  &c.  Magnus  iilem 
patientise,  charitatis,  misericordia;,  beneficentiai,  gratitudinis,  honoris  in  parentes  ac  superiores 
prseco,  ut  et  divinarum  laudum.     Hist.  Eccles.  Sec.  VII.  c.  7,  lem.  5  and  7. 

t  His  words  are  :  Questo  libro,  che  gia  havevo  a  commune  utilita  di  molti  fatto  dal  proprlo 
testo  Aiabotradurre  nella  nostra  volgar  lingua  Italiana,  &c.  And  afterwards;  Questo  t 
rAlcorano  di  Macometto,  U  quale,  come  ho  gia  detto,  ho  fatto  dal  suo  idioma  tradurre,  &c 

\  Vide  Jos.  Scalig.  Epist.  361  et  362 ;  et  Selden.  de  Success,  ad  Leges  Ebra:or.  p.  q. 

§  I.  Andreas,  in  Pra;f.  ad  Tractat.  suum  de  Confusione  Sectx  Mahometans. 
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Mohammedan  religion  and  learning;  though  his  refutation  of  that  reli- 
gion, which  has  had  several  editions,  gives  no  great  idea  of  his  abilities. 

Some  years  ^\'ithin  the  last  century,  Andrew  du  Ryer,  who  had  been 
consul  of  the  French  nation  in  Egypt,  and  was  tolerably  skilled  in  the 
Turkish  and  Arabic  languages,  took  the  pains  to  translate  the  Koran 
into  his  own  tongue  ;  but  his  performance,  though  it  be  beyond  com- 
parison preferable  to  that  of  Retenensis,  is  far  from  being  a  just  transla- 
tion ;  there  being  mistakes  in  every  page,  besides  frequent  transposi- 
tions, omissions,  and  additions,*  faults  unpardonable  in  a  work  of  this 
nature.  And  what  renders  it  still  more  incomplete  is,  the  want  of  Notes 
to  explain  a  vast  number  of  passages,  some  of  v/hich  are  difficult,  and 
others  impossible  to  be  understood,  without  proper  explications,  were 
they  translated  ever  so  exactly;  which  the  author  is  so  sensible  of  that 
he  often  refers  his  reader  to  the  Arabic  commentators. 

The  English  version  is  no  other  than  a  translation  of  Du  Ryer's,  and 
that  a  very  bad  one  ;  for  Alexander  Ross,  who  did  it,  being  utterly  un- 
acquainted with  the  Arabic,  and  no  great  master  of  the  French,  has 
added  a  number  of  fresh  mistakes  of  his  own  to  those  of  Du  Ryer;  not 
to  mention  the  meanness  of  his  language,  which  would  make  a  better 
book  ridiculous. 

In  1698,  a  Latin  translation  of  the  Koran,  made  by  Father  Lewis 
Marracci,  who  had  been  confessor  to  Pope  Innocent  XI.,  was  published 
at  Padua,  together  with  the  original  text,  accompanied  by  explanatory 
notes  and  a  refutation.  This  translation  of  Marracci's,  generally  speak- 
ing, is  very  exact ;  but  adheres  to  the  Arabic  idiom  too  literally  to  be 
easily  understood,  unless  I  am  much  deceived,  by  those  who  are  riot 
versed  in  the  Mohammedan  learning.  The  notes  he  has  added  are 
indeed  of  great  use;  but  his  refutations,  which  swell  the  work  to  a  large 
volume,  are  of  little  or  none  at  all,  being  often  unsatisfactory,  and 
sometimes  impertinent.  The  work,  however,  with  all  its  faults,  is  very 
valuable,  and  I  should  be  guilty  of  ingratitude,  did  I  not  acknowledge 
myselt  much  obliged  thereto  ;  but  still,  being  in  Latin,  it  can  be  of  no 
use  to  those  who  understand  not  that  tongue. 

Having  therefore  undertaken  a  new  translation,  I  have  endeavoured 
to  do  the  original  impartial  justice  ;  not  having,  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge,  represented  it,  in  any  one  instance,  either  better  or  worse 
than  it  really  is.  I  have  thought  m.yself  obliged,  indeed,  in  a  piece 
which  pretends  to  be  the  Word  of  GOD,  to  keep  somewhat  scrupulously 
close  to  the  text ;  by  which  means  the  language  may,  in  some  places, 
seem  to  express  the  Arabic  a  little  too  literally  to  be  elegant  English  : 
but  this,  I  hope,  has  not  happened  often  ;  and  1  flatter  myself  that  the 

*  Vide  Wind't.  de  Vita  Functonim  statu,  Sect.  iX.. 
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style  I  have  made  use  of  vviil  not  only  give  a  more  genuine  idea  of  the 
original  than  if  I  had  taken  more  liberty  (which  v/ould  have  been  much 
more  for  my  ease),  but  will  soon  become  familiar  :  for  we  must  not 
expect  to  read  a  version  of  so  extraordinary  a  book  with  the  same  ease 
and  pleasure  as  a  modern  composition. 

In  the  Notes  my  view  has  been  briefly  to  explain  the  text,  and 
especially  the  difficult  and  obscure  passages,  from  the  most  approved 
commentators,  and  that  generally  in  their  own  words,  for  whose  opinions 
or  expressions,  where  liable  to  censure,  I  am  not  answerable  ;  my  pro- 
vince being  only  fairly  to  represent  their  expositions,  and  the  little  I 
have  added  of  my  own,  or  from  European  writers,  being  easily  discern- 
ible. Where  I  m^et  with  any  circumstance  which  I  imagined  might  be 
curious  or  entertaining,  I  have  not  failed  to  produce  it. 

The  Preliminary  Discourse  will  acquaint  the  reader  with  the  most 
material  particulars  proper  to  be  known  previously  to  the  entering  on 
the  Koran  itself,  and  which  could  not  so  conveniently  have  been  thrown 
into  the  Notes.  And  I  have  taken  care,  both  in  the  Preliminary  Dis- 
course and  the  Notes,  constantly  to  quote  my  authorities  and  the  writers 
to  whom  I  have  been  beholden ;  but  to  none  have  I  been  more  so  than 
to  the  learned  Dr.  Pocock,  whose  Specimen  Historian  Arabum  is  the 
most  useful  and  accurate  work  that  has  been  hitherto  published  con- 
cerning the  antiquities  of  that  nation,  and  ought  to  be  read  by  every 
curious  inquirer  into  them. 

As  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  consulting  public  libraries,  the 
manuscripts  of  which  I  have  made  use  throughout  the  whole  work  have 
been  such  as  I  had  in  my  own  study,  except  only  the  Commentary  ol 
al  Beidawi  and  the  Gospel  of  St.  Barnabas.  The  first  belongs  to  the 
library  of  the  Dutch  church  in  Austin  Friars,  and  for  the  use  of  it  I 
have  been  chiefly  indebted  to  the  Reverend  Dr.  Bolten,  one  of  the 
ministers  of  that  church  :  the  other  was  very  obligingly  lent  me  by  the 
Reverend  Dr.  Plolme,  Rector  of  Hedley  in  Hampshire  ;  and  I  take  this 
opportunity  of  returning  both  those  gentlemen  my  thanks  for  theii 
favours.  The  merit  of  al  Beidawi's  commentary  will  appear  from  the 
frequent  quotations  I  have  made  thence  ;  but  of  the  Gospel  of  St. 
Barnabas  (which  I  had  not  seen  when  the  little  I  have  said  of  it  in  the 
Preliminary  Discourse,*  and  the  extract  I  had  borrowed  from  M.  de 
la  Monnoye  and  M.  Toland,f  were  printed  off),  I  must  beg  leave  to 
give  some  further  account. 

The  book  is  a  moderate  quarto,  in  Spanish,  written  in  a  very  legible 
hand,  but  a  little  damaged  towards  the  latter  end.  It  contains  two 
hundred  and  twenty-two  chapters  of  unequal  length,  and  four  hundred 

•  Sect.    lY.  p.  38.         t  In  not.  ad  cap.  3,  p.  38 
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and  twenty  pages  ;  and  is  said,  in  the  front,  to  be  translated  from  the 
Italian,  by  an  Arragonian  Moslem,  named  Mostafa  de  Aranda.  There 
is  a  preface  prefixed  to  it,  wherein  the  discoverer  of  the  original  MS., 
who  was  a  Christian  monk,  called  Fra  Marino,  tells  us  that  having 
accidentally  met  with  a  writing  of  Irenaeus  (among  others),  wherein  he 
speaks  against  St.  Paul,  alleging,  for  his  authority,  the  Gospel  of  St, 
Barnabas,  he  became  exceeding  desirous  to  find  this  gospel ;  and  that 
God,  of  His  mercy,  having  made  him  very  intimate  with  Pope  Sixtus  V., 
one  day,  as  they  were  together  in  that  Pope's  library,  his  Holiness  fell 
isleep,  and  he,  to  employ  himself,  reaching  down  a  book  to  read,  the 
first  he  laid  his  hand  on  proved  to  be  the  very  gospel  he  wanted  : 
overjoyed  at  the  discovery,  he  scrupled  not  to  hide  his  prize  in  his 
sleeve,  and  on  the  Pope's  awaking,  took  leave  of  him,  carrying  with  him 
that  celestial  treasure,  by  reading  of  which  he  became  a  convert  to 
Mohammedism. 

This  Gospel  of  Barnabas  contains  a  complete  history  of  Jesus  Christ 
from  His  birth  to  His  ascension;  and  most  of  the  circumstances  in  the 
four  real  Gospels  are  to  be  found  therein,  but  many  of  them  turned,  and 
some  artfully  enough,  to  favour  the  Mohammedan  system.  From  the 
design  of  the  whole,  and  the  frequent  interpolations  of  stories  and 
passages  wherein  Mohammed  is  spoken  of  and  foretold  by  name,  as 
the  messenger  of  God,  and  the  great  prophet  who  was  to  perfect  the 
dispensation  of  Jesus,  it  appears  to  be  a  most  barefaced  forgery.  One 
particular  I  observe  therein  induces  me  to  believe  it  to  have  been 
dressed  up  by  a  renegade  Christian,  slightly  instructed  in  his  new 
religion,  and  not  educated  a  Mohammedan  (unless  the  fault  be  imputed 
to  the  Spanish,  or  perhaps  the  Italian  translator,  and  not  to  the  original 
compiler)  ;  I  mean  the  giving  to  Mohammed  the  title  of  Messiah,  and 
that  not  once  or  twice  only,  but  in  several  places  ;  whereas  the  title  of 
the  Messiah,  or,  as  the  Arabs  write  it,  al  Masih,  i.e.,  Christ,  is  appro- 
priated to  Jesus  in  the  Koran,  and  is  constantly  applied  by  the  Moham- 
medans to  Him,  and  never  to  their  own  prophet.  The  passages  pro- 
duced from  the  Italian  MS.  by  M.  de  la  Monnoye  are  to  be  seen  in 
this  Spanish  version  almost  word  for  word. 

But  to  return  to  the  following  work.  Though  I  have  freely  censured 
the  former  translations  of  the  Koran,  I  would  not  therefore  be  suspected 
of  a  design  to  make  my  own  pass  as  free  from  faults :  I  am  very  sen- 
sible it  is  not ;  and  I  make  no  doubt  that  the  few  who  are  able  to  discern 
them,  and  know  the  difficulty  of  the  undertaking,  will  give  me  fair 
quarter.  I  likewise  flatter  myself  that  they,  and  all  considerate  persons, 
will  excuse  the  delay  which  has  happened  in  the  publication  of  this 
work,  when  they  are  informed  that  it  was  carried  on  at  leisure  times 
only,  and  amidst  the  necessary  avocations  of  a  troublesome  professica 
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PRELIMINARY   DISCOURSE. 


SECTION    I. 

OF  THE  ARABS  BEFORE  MOHAMMED  ;  OR,  AS  THEY  EXPRESS  IT,  l1<i 
THE  TIME  OF  IGNORANCE  ;  THEIR  HISTORY,  RELIGION,  LEARN- 
ING, AND   CUSTOMS. 

THE  Arabs,  and  the  country  they  inhabit,  which  themselves  call 
Jezirat  al  Arab,  or  the  Peninsula  of  the  Arabians,  but  we  Arabia, 
were  so  named  from  Araba,  a  small  territory  in  the  province  of  Tehama  ;' 
to  Avhich  Yarab  the  son  of  Kahtan,  the  father  of  the  ancient  Arabs,  gave 
his  name,  and  where,  some  ages  after,  dwelt  Ismael  the  son  of  Abraham 
by  Hagar.  The  Christian  writers  for  several  centuries  speak  of  them 
under  the  appellation  of  Saracens  ;  the  most  certain  derivation  of  which 
word  is  from  s/iark,  the  east,  where  the  descendants  of  Joctan,  the 
Kahtan  of  the  Arabs,  are  placed  by  Moses,'  and  in  which  quarter  they 
dwelt  in  respect  to  the  Jews.^ 

The  name  of  Arabia  (used  in  a  more  extensive  sense)  sometimes  com- 
prehends all  that  large  tract  of  land  bounded  by  the  river  Euphrates, 
the  Persian  Gulf,  the  Sindian,  Indian,  and  Red  Seas,  and  part  of  the 
Mediterranean  :  above  two-thirds  of  which  country,  that  is,  Arabia  pro- 
perly so  called,  the  Arabs  have  possessed  almost  from  the  Flood  ;  and 
have  made  themselves  masters  of  the  rest,  either  by  settlements  or  con- 
tinual incursions  ;  for  which  reason  the  Turks  and  Persians  at  this  day 
call  the  whole  Arabistan,  or  the  country  of  the  Arabs. 

But  the  limits  of  Arabia,  in  its  more  usual  and  proper  sense,  are  much 
narrower,  as  reaching  no  farther  northward  than  the  Isthmus,  which 
runs  from  Aila  to  the  head  of  the  Persian  Gulf,  and  the  borders  of  the 
territory  of  Cufa  ;  which  tract  of  land  the  Greeks  nearly  comprehended 
under  the  name  of  Arabia  the  Happy.  The  eastern  geographers  make 
Arabia  Petrgea  to  belong  partly  to  Egypt,  and  partly  to  Sham  or  Syria, 
and  the  desert  Arabia  they  call  the  deserts  of  Syria."* 

Proper  Arabia  is  by  the  oriental  writers  generally  divided  into  five 
provinces,^  viz.,  Yaman,  Hejaz,  Tehama,  Najd^  and  Yamama  ;  to  which 

1  Pocock,  Speclm.  Hist.  Arab.  33.  2  Gen,  x.  30.  3  See  Pocock,  Specim.  33,  34. 

*  Golius  ad  Alfragan.  78,  79.         0  Strabo  says  Arabia  Felix  was  in  his  time  divided  into  five 
kingdoms,  1.  16,  p.  1129. 
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some  add  Bahrein,  as  a  sixth,  but  this  province  the  more  exact  make 
part  of  Irak  -^  others  reduce  them  all  to  two,  Yaman  and  Hejaz,  the  last 
including  the  three  other  provinces  of  Tehama,  Najd,  and  Yamama. 

The  province  of  Yaman,  so  called  either  from  its  situation  to  the  right 
hand,  or  south  of  the  temple  of  Mecca,  or  else  from  the  happiness  and 
verdure  of  its  soil,  extends  itself  along  the  Indian  Ocean  from  Aden  to 
Cape  Rasalgat ;  part  of  the  Red  Sea  bounds  it  on  the  west  and  south 
sides,  and  the  province  of  Hejaz  on  the  north.'  It  is  subdivided  into 
several  lesser  provinces,  as  Hadramaut,  Shihr,  Oman,  Najran,  &c., 
of  which  Shihr  alone  produces  the  frankincense.'  The  metropolis  of 
Yaman  is  Sanaa,  a  very  ancient  city,  in  former  times  called  Ozal,  and 
much  celebrated  for  its  delightful  situation  ;  but  the  prince  at  present 
resides  about  five  leagues  northward  from  thence,  at  a  place  no  less 
pleasant,  called  Hisn  almawaheb,  or  the  Castle  of  delights.^ 

This  country  has  been  famous  from  all  antiquity  for  the  happiness  of 
its  climate,  its  fertility  and  riches,'*  which  induced  Alexander  the  Great, 
after  his  return  from  his  Indian  expedition,  to  form  a  design  of  con- 
quering it,  and  fixing  there  his  royal  seat ;  but  his  death,  which  hap- 
pened soon  after,  prevented  the  execution  of  this  project.^  Yet,  in 
reality,  great  part  of  the  riches  which  the  ancients  imagined  were  the 
produce  of  Arabia,  came  really  from  the  Indies  and  the  coasts  of  Africa ; 
for  the  Egyptians,  who  had  engrossed  that  trade,  which  was  then  carried 
on  by  way  of  the  Red  Sea,  to  themselves,  industriously  concealed  the 
truth  of  the  matter,  and  kept  their  ports  shut  to  prevent  foreigners 
penetrating  into  those  countries,  or  receiving  any  information  thence  ; 
and  this  precaution  of  theirs  on  the  one  side,  and  the  deserts,  unpass- 
able  to  strangers,  on  the  other,  were  the  reason  why  Arabia  was  so 
little  known  to  the  Greeks  and  Romans.  The  delightfulness  and  plenty 
of  Yaman  are  owing  to  its  mountains  ;  for  all  that  part  which  lies  along 
the  Red  Sea  is  a  dry,  barren  desert,  in  some  places  ten  or  twelve  leagues 
over,  but  in  return  bounded  by  those  mountains,  which  being  well 
watered,  enjoy  an  almost  continual  spring,  and,  besides  coffee,  the 
peculiar  produce  of  this  country,  yield  great  plenty  and  variety  of  fruits, 
and  in  particular  excellent  corn,  grapes,  and  spices.  There  are  no 
rivers  of  note  in  this  country,  for  the  streams  which  at  certain  times  of 
the  year  descend  from  the  mountains,  seldom  reach  the  sea,  being  for 
the  most  part  drunk  up  and  lost  in  the  burning  sands  of  that  coast.' 

The  soil  of  the  other  provinces  is  much  more  barren  than  that  of 
Yaman  ;  the  greater  part  of  their  territories  being  covered  with  dry 
sands,  or  rising  into  rocks,  interspersed  here  and  there  with  some  fruit- 
ful spots,  which  receive  their  greatest  advantages  from  their  water  and 
palm  trees. 

The  province  of  Hejaz,  so  named  because  it  divides  Najd  from 
Tehama,  is  bounded  on  the  south  by  Yaman  and  Tehama,  on  the  west 
by  the  Rea  Sea,  on  the  north  by  the  deserts  of  Syria,  and  on  the  east 
by  the  province  of  Najd.^  This^province  is  famous  for  its  two  chief 
cities,  Mecca  and  Medina,  one  of  which  is  celebrated  for  its  temple, 
and  having  given  birth  to  Mohammed  ;  and  the  other  for  being  the 

6  Gol.  ad  Alfragan.  79.  ^  La  Roque,  Voyage  de  I'Arab.  heur.  121-  _  -  Gol.  ad 

Alfiagan.  79,  87.  3  Voyage  de  I'Arab.  heur.  232.         ^  Vide  Dionys.  Perleges.^v.  927,  &c. 

5  Strabo,  1.  16,  p.  1132.     Arriaii.  161.        1  Voy.  de  I'Arab.  heur.  121,  123,  153.       -  Vide  GoL 
ad  AJfrag  98.     Abulfeda  Descr.  Arab.  p.  5. 
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place  of  his  residence  for  the  last  ten  years  of  his  life,  and  of  his  inter- 
ment. 

Mecca,  sometimes  riso  called  Becca,  which  words  are  synonymous, 
and  signify  a  place  of  great  concourse,  is  certainly  one  of  the  most 
ancient  cities  of  the  world  :  it  is  by  some  ^  thought  to  be  the  Mesa  of 
the  scripture,'^  a  name  not  unknown  to  the  Arabians,  and  supposed  to 
be  taken  from  one  of  Ismael's  sons.^  It  is  seated  in  a  stony  and  barren 
valley,  surrounded  on  all  sides  with  mountains.^  The  length  of  Mecca 
from  south  to  north  is  about  two  miles,  and  its  breadth  from  the  foot  of 
the  mountain  Ajyad,  to  the  top  of  another  called  Koaikaan,  about  a 
mile.7  In  the  midst  of  this  space  stands  the  city,  built  of  stone  cut 
from  the  neighbouring  mountains.^  There  being  no  springs  at  Mecca,' 
at  least  none  but  what  are  bitter  and  unfit  to  drink,*°  except  only  the 
welx  Zemzem,  the  water  of  which,  though  far  the  best,  yet  cannot  be 
drank  \il  uny  continuance,  being  brackish,  and  causing  eruptions  in 
those  who  drmk  plentifully  of  it,"  the  inhabitants  are  obliged  to  use 
rain-water  which  they  catch  in  cisterns.'  But  this  not  being  sufficient, 
several  attempts  were  made  to  bring  water  thither  from  other  places  by 
aqueducts  ;  and  particularly  about  Mohammed's  time,  Zobair,  one  of 
the  principal  men  of  the  tribe  of  Koreish,  endeavoured  at  a  great  ex- 
pense to  supply  the  city  with  water  from  Mount  Arafat,  but  without 
success  ;  yet  this  was  effected  not  many  years  ago,  being  begun  at  the 
charge  of  a  wife  of  Soliman  the  Turkish  emperor.^  But  long  before 
this,  another  aqueduct  had  been  made  from  a  spring  at  a  considerable 
distance,  which  was,  after  several  years'  labour,  finished  by  the  Khalif 
al  Moktader.3 

The  soil  about  Mecca  is  so  very  barren  as  to  produce  no  fruits  but 
what  are  common  in  the  deserts,  though  the  prince  or  Sharif  has  a 
garden  well  planted  at  his  castle  of  Marbaa,  about  three  miles  westward 
from  the  city,  where  he  usually  resides.  Having  therefore  no  corn  or 
grain  of  their  own  growth,  they  are  obliged  to  fetch  it  from  other  places  ;* 
and  Hashem,  Mohammed's  great-grandfather,  then  prince  of  his  tribe, 
the  more  effectually  to  supply  them  with  provisions,  appointed  two 
caravans  to  set  out  yearly  for  that  purpose,  the  one  in  summer,  and  the 
other  in  winter  :  =  these  caravans  of  purveyors  are  mentioned  in  the 
Koran.  The  provisions  brought  by  them  were  distributed  also  twice  a 
year,  viz.,  in  the  month  of  Rajeb,  and  at  the  arrival  of  the  pilgrims. 
They  are  supplied  with  dates  in  great  plenty  from  the  adjacent  country, 
and  with  grapes  from  Tayef,  about  sixty  miles  distant,  very  few  growing 
at  Mecca.  The  inhabitants  of  this  city  are  generally  very  rich,  being 
considerable  gainers  by  the  prodigious  concourse  of  people  of  almost 
all  nations  at  the  yearly  pilgrimage,  at  which  time  there  is  a  great  fair 
or  mart  for  all  kinds  of  merchandise.  They  have  also  great  numbers 
of  cattle,  and  particularly  of  camels  :  however,  the  poorer  sort  cannot 
but  live  very  indifferently  in  a  place  where  almost  every  necessary  of 
life  must  be  purchased  with  money.    Notwithstanding  this  great  sterility 

3  R.  Saadias  in  version.  Arab.  Pentat.  Sefer  Juchasin.  135.  b.         ■*  Gen.  x.  30.  ^  Gol. 

ad  Alfrag.  82.     See  Gen.  xxv.  15.  <J  Gol.  ib.  98.     See  Pitts'  Account  of  the  religion  and 

manners  of  the  Mohammedans,  p.  q6.  7  Sharif  al  Edrisi  apud  Poc.  Specim.   122. 

8  Ihid.  9  Gol.  ad  Aliragan.  99.  10  Sharif  al  Edrisi  ubi  supra,  124.  H  Ibid,  and 

Pitts  ubi  supra,  p.  107.  1  Gol.  ad  Alfrag  99.  2  ibid.  3  Sharif  al  Edrisi  ubi  supra. 

4  Idem  lb,         5  Poc  Spec.  51, 
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near  Mecca,  yet  you  are  no  sooner  out  of  its  territory  than  you  meet  on 
all  sides  with  plenty  of  good  springs  and  streams  of  running  water,  with 
a  great  many  gardens  and  cultivated  lands.^ 

The  temple  of  Mecca,  and  the  reputed  holiness  of  this  territory,  will 
be  treated  of  in  a  more  proper  place. 

Medina,  which  till  Mohammed's  retreat  thither  was  called  Yathreb,  is 
a  walled  city  about  half  as  big  as  Mecca,^  built  in  a  plain,  salt  in  many 
places,  yet  tolerably  fruitful,  particularly  in  dates,  but  more  especially 
near  the  mountains,  two  of  which,  Ohod  on  the  north,  and  Air  on  the 
south,  are  about  two  leagues  distant.  Here  lies  Mohammed  interred' 
in  a  magnificent  building,  covered  with  a  cupola,  and  adjoining  to  the 
east  side  of  the  great  temple,  which  is  built  in  the  midst  of  the  city.' 

The  province  of  Tehama  was  so  named  from  the  vehement  heat  of 
its  sandy  soil,  and  is  also  called  Gaur  from  its  low  situation  ;  it  is 
bounded  on  the  west  by  the  Red  Sea,  and  on  the  other  sides  by  Hejaz 
and  Yaman,  extending  almost  from  Mecca  to  Aden.^ 

The  province  of  Najd,  which  word  signifies  a  rising  country,  lies 
between  those  of  Yamama,  Yaman,  and  Hejaz,  and  is  bounded  on  the 
east  by  Irak."* 

The  province  of  Yam.ama,  also  called  Arud  from  its  oblique  situation, 
in  respect  of  Yaman,  is  surrounded  by  the  provinces  of  Najd,  Tehama, 
Bahrein,  Oman,  Shihr,  Hadramaut,  and  Saba.  The  chief  city  is 
Yamama,  which  gives  name  to  the  province  :  it  was  anciently  called 
Jaw,  and  is  particularly  famous  for  being  the  residence  of  INIohammed's 
competitor,  the  false  prophet  Moseilama.-^ 

The  Arabians,  the  inhabitants  of  this  spacious  country,  Avhich  they 
have  possessed  from  the  most  remote  antiquity,  are  distinguished  by 
their  own  writers  into  two  classes,  viz.,  the  old  lost  Arabians,  and  the 
present. 

The  former  were  very  numerous,  and  divided  into  several  tribes, 
which  are  now  all  destroyed,  or  else  lost  and  swallowed  up  among  the 
other  tribes,  nor  are  any  certain  memoirs  or  records  extant  concerning 
them  f  though  the  memory  of  some  very  remarkable  events  and  the 
catastrophe  of  some  tribes  have  been  preserved  by  tradition,  and  since 
confirmed  by  the  authority  of  the  Koran. 

The  most  famous  tribes  amongst  these  ancient  Arabians  were  Ad, 
Thamud,  Tasm,  Jadis,  the  former  Jorham,  and  Amalek. 

6  Sharif  al  Edrisi  ubi  supra,  125.         7  Id.  Vulgo  Geogr.  Nubiensis,  5. 

1  Though  the  notion  of  Mohammed's  being  buried  at  M  ccca  has  been  so  lonp  exploded,  yet 
several  modern  writers,  whether  through  ignorance  or  neghgence  I  will  not  determine,  have 
fallen  into  it.  I  shall  here  take  notice  only  of  two  ;  one  is  Dr.  Smith,  who  having  lived  some 
time  in  Tu»key,  seems  to  be  inexcusable  :  that  gentleman  in  his  Epistles  de  Moribus  ac  In- 
stitutis  Turcarunt,  no  less  than  thiice  mcn'ionsthc  Moh.immedans  visiting  the  tomb  of  their 
prophet  at  Mecca,  and  once  his  being  born  at  Medina — the  reverse  of  which  is  true  (see  Ep. 
I,  p.  22,  Ep.  2,  p.  63  and  64).  The  other  is  the  publisher  of  the  last  edit'on  of  Sir  J.  Mande- 
vile's  Travels,  who  on  his  author's  saying  very  truly  (p.  50)  that  the  said  tomb  was  at  Methone, 
i.e.,  Medina,  undertakes  to  correct  the  name  of  the  town,  which  is  something  corrupted,  by 
putting  at  the  bottom  of  the  page,  Mecca.  The  Abbot  de  Vei  tot.  in  his  History  of  the  Order 
of  Malta  (vol.  i.  p.  410,  cd.  8vo.),  set-ms  also  to  have  confounded  these  two  cities  together, 
though  he  had  before  mentioned  Mohammed's  sepulchre  at  Me(  ina.  However,  he  is  certainly 
mistaken,  when  he  says  that  one  point  of  the  religion,  both  of  the  Christians  and  Mohamme- 
dans, was  to  visit,  at  least  once  in  their  lives,  the  tomb  of  the  author  of  their  respective  faith. 
Whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  some  Christians,  I  am  well  assured  the  Mohammedans  think 
themselves  under  no  manner  of  obligation  in  that  respect.  2  Gol.  ad  Alfragan.  97,  Abulfeda 
De  cr.  Arab.  p.  40.        3  Gol.  ubi  sup.  95.        *  Ibid.  94.       ^  ibid.  95.      6  Abulfarag,  p.  159. 
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The  tribe  of  Ad  were  descended  from  Ad,  the  son  of  Aws/  the  son 
of  Aram/  the  son  of  Sem,  the  son  of  Noah,  who,  after  the  confusion  of 
tongues,  settled  in  al  Ahkaf,  or  the  winding  sands  in  the  province  of 
Hadramaut,  where  his  posterity  greatly  multiplied.  Their  first  king 
was  Shedad  the  son  of  Ad,  of  whom  the  eastern  writers  deliver  many 
fabulous  things,  particularly  that  he  finished  the  magnificent  city  his 
father  had  begun,  wherein  he  built  a  fine  palace,  adorned  with  delicious 
gardens,  to  embellish  which  he  spared  neither  cost  nor  labour,  proposing 
thereby  to  create  in  his  subjects  a  superstitious  veneration  of  himself 
as  a  god.^  This  garden  or  paradise  was  called  the  garden  of  Irem, 
and  is  mentioned  in  the  Koran,'^  and  often  alluded  to  by  the  oriental 
writers.  The  city,  they  tell  us,  is  still  standing  in  the  deserts  of  Aden, 
being  preserved  by  providence  as  a  monument  of  divine  justice,  though 
it  be  invisible,  unless  very  rarely,  when  GOD  permits  it  to  be  seen,  a 
favour  one  Colabah  pretended  to  have  received  in  the  reign  of  the 
Khalif  Moawiyah,  who  sending  for  him  to  know  the  truth  of  the  matter, 
Colabah  related  his  whole  adventure  ;  that  as  he  was  seeking  a  camel 
he  had  lost,  he  found  himself  on  a  sudden  at  the  gates  of  this  city,  and 
entering  it  saw  not  one  inhabitant,  at  which,  being  terrified,  he  stayed 
no  longer  than  to  take  with  him  some  fine  stones  which  he  showed  the 
Khalif.  5 

The  descendants  of  Ad  in  process  of  time  falling  from  the  worship 
of  the  true  GOD  into  idolatry,  God  sent  the  prophet  Hud  (who  is  gene- 
rally agreed  to  be  Heber^)  to  preach  to  and  reclaim  them.  But  they 
refusing  to  acknowledge  his  mission,  or  to  obey  him,  GOD  sent  a  hot 
and  suffocating  wind,  which  blew  seven  nights  and  eight  days  together, 
and  entering  at  their  nostrils  passed  through  their  bodies,^  and  destroyed 
them  all,  a  very  few  only  excepted,  who  had  believed  in  Hud  and  retired 
with  him  to  another  place.^  That  prophet  afterwards  returned  into 
Hadramaut,  and  was  buried  near  Hasec,  where  there  is  a  small  town 
now  standing  called  Kabr  Hud,  or  the  sepulchre  of  Hud.  Before  the 
Adites  were  thus  severely  punished,  GoD,  to  humble  them,  and  incline 
them  to  hearken  to  the  preaching  of  his  prophet,  afflicted  them  with  a 
drought  for  four  years,  so  that  all  their  cattle  perished,  and  themselves 
were  very  near  it ;  upon  which  they  sent  Lokman  (difterent  from  one 
of  the  same  name  who  lived  in  David's  time)  with  sixty  others  to  IVlecca 
to  beg  rain,  which  they  not  obtaining,  Lokman  with  some  of  his  com- 
pany stayed  at  Mecca,  and  thereby  escaped  destruction,  giving  rise  to 
a  tribe  called  the  latter  Ad,  who  were  afterward  changed  into  monkeys.' 

Some  commentators  on  the  Koran^  tell  us  these  old  Adites  were  of 
prodigious  stature,  the  largest  being  loo  cubits  high,  and  the  least  60  ; 
which  extraordinary  size  they  pretend  to  prove  by  the  testimony  of  the 
Koran.  3 

The  tribe  of  Thamud  were  the  posterity  of  Thamud  the  son  of  Gather* 
the  son  of  Aram,  who  falling  into  idolatry,  the  prophet  Saleh  was  sent 
to  bring  them  back  to  the  worship  of  the  true  God.  This  prophet  lived 
betvv'een  the  time  of  Hud  and  of  Abraham,  and  therefore  cannot  be  the 

1  Or  Uz.    Gen.  x.  22,  23.        2  Vide  Kor.  c.  89.    Some  make  Ad  theson  of  Amaiek,  the  son 
of  Ham  ;  but  the  other  is  the  received  opinion.     See  D'Herbel.  51.  3  Vide  Eund.  498. 

4  Cap.  89.  ^5  D'Herbel.  51.  C  The  Jews  acknowledge  Heber  to  have  been  a  great  pro- 

phet.^ Seder  01am.  p.  2.  7  Al  Beidawi.  8  Poc.  Spec.  35,  &c.  i  Ibid,  36. 

2  Jallalo'ddm  et  Zamakhshari.         3  Kor.  c.  7.         4  Or  Gether,  vide  Gen.  x.  23. 
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same  with  the  patriarch  Saleh,  as  Mr.  d'Herbelot  imagines.s  The 
learned  Bochart  with  more  probabihty  takes  him  to  be  Phaleg.^  A 
small  number  of  the  people  of  Thamud  hearkened  to  the  remonstrances 
of  Saleh,  but  the  rest  requiring,  as  a  proof  of  his  mission,  that  he  should 
cause  a  she-camel  big  with  young  to  come  out  of  a  rock  in  their  pre- 
sence, he  accordingly  obtained  it  of  GoD,  and  the  camel  was  imme- 
diately delivered  of  a  young  one  ready  weaned  ;  but  they,  instead  of 
believing,  cut  the  hamstrings  of  the  camel  and  killed  her;  at  which  act 
of  impiety  God,  being  highly  displeased,  three  days  after  struck  them 
dead  in  their  houses  by  an  earthquake  and  a  terrible  noise  from  heaven, 
which,  some^  say,  was  the  voice  of  Gabriel  the  archangel  crying  aloud, 
"  Die,  all  of  you."  Saleh,  with  those  who  were  reformed  by  him,  were 
saved  from  this  destruction  ;  the  prophet  going  into  Palestine,  and  from 
thence  to  Mecca,^  where  he  ended  his  days. 

This  tribe  first  dwelt  in  Yaman,  but  being  expelled  thence  by  Hamyar 
the  son  of  Saba,''  they  settled  in  the  territory  of  Hejr  in  the  province 
of  Hejaz,  where  their  habitations  cut  out  of  the  rocks,  mentioned  in  the 
Koran, '°  are  still  to  be  seen,  and  also  the  crack  of  the  rock  w^hence 
the  camel  issued,  which,  as  an  eye-witness"  hath  declared,  is  60  cubits 
wide.  These  houses  of  the  Thamudites  being  of  the  ordinary  propor- 
tion, are  used  as  an  argument  to  convince  those  of  a  mistake  who  make 
this  people  to  have  been  of  a  gigantic  stature." 

The  tragical  destructions  of  these  two  potent  tribes  are  often  insisted 
on  in  the  Koran,  as  instances  of  God's  judgment  on  obstinate  un- 
believers. 

The  tribe  of  Tasm  were  the  posterity  of  Lud  the  son  of  Sem,  and 
Jadis  of  the  descendants  of  Jether.'  These  two  tribes  dwelt  promis- 
cuously together  under  the  government  of  Tasm,  till  a  certain  tyrant 
made  a  law  that  no  maid  of  the  tribe  of  Jadis  should  marry  unless  first 
defloured  by  him  \-  which  the  Jadisians  not  enduring,  formed  a  con- 
spiracy, and  inviting  the  king  and  chiefs  of  Tasm  to  an  entertainment, 
privately  hid  their  swords  in  the  sand,  and  in  the  midst  of  their  mirth 
fell  on  them  and  slew  them  all,  and  extirpated  the  greatest  part  of  that 
tribe  ;  however,  the  few  who  escaped  obtaining  aid  of  the  king  of 
Yaman,  then  (as  is  said)  Dhu  Habshan  Ebn  Akran,'  assaulted  the  Jadis 
and  utterly  destroyed  them,  there  being  scarce  any  mention  made  from 
that  time  of  either  of  these  tribes.'* 

The  former  tribe  of  Jorham  (whose  ancestor  some  pretend  was  one 
of  the  eighty  persons  saved  in  the  ark  with  Noah,  according  to  a  Mo- 
hammedan tradition'')  was  contemporary  with  Ad,  and  utterly  perished.* 
The  tribe  of  Amalek  were  descended  from  Amalek  the  son  of  Eliphaz 
die  son  of  Esau,^  though  some  of  the  oriental  authors  say  Amalek  was 
the  son  of  Ham  the  son  of  Noah,^  and  others  the  son  of  Azd  the  son 
of  Sem.9  The  posterity  of  this  person  rendered  themselves  very  power- 
ful,'°  and  before  the  time  of  Joseph  conquered  the  lower  Egypt  under 

5  D'Herbel.  Bibl.  Orient.  740.  6  Bochart  Geocr  Sac.  7  See  D'Herbel.  366.  8  Ebn 
Shohnih  0  Poc.  Spec.  57.  10  Kor.  c.  15.  H  Abii  Musa  al  Ashari.  1-  Vide  Poc.  Spec.  37. 
1  Abu  f<'da.  2  \  like  custom  is  said  to  have  been  in  some  manors  in    Encland,  ami  also 

m  Scotland,  where  it  wasciUed  "cuUiage  "or  "cuUage," having  been estabHshed  by  K.  Ewcn, 
and  abolislied  by  Malcolm  III.  See  BaVle's  Diet.  Art.  Si.xte  IV,,  Rem.  H.  '^  Poc.  Spec.  bo. 
4  Ibid.  37,  &c.         5  Ibid.  p.  38.         6  Ebn  Shohnah.  7  Gen.  x.\.\vi.  12.         8  Vide  D'Herbe- 

lot. p.  110.        9  Ebn  Shohnah.        10  Vide  Numb.  xxiv.  20. 
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their  kingWalid,  the  tirst  who  took  the  name  of  Pharaoh,  as  the  eastern 
writers  tell  us  ;"  seeming  by  these  Amaiekites  to  mean  the  same  people 
wdiich  the  Egyptian  histories  call  Phoenician  shepherds.'-  But  after 
they  had  possessed  the  throne  of  Egypt  for  some  descents,  they  were 
expelled  by  the  natives,  and  at  length  totally  destroyed  by  the  Israelites.'^ 

The  present  Arabians,  according  to  their  own  historians,  are  spmng 
from  two  stocks,  Kahtan,  the  same  with  Joctan  the  son  of  Eber/'^  and 
Adnan  descended  in  a  direct  line  from  Ismael  the  son  of  Abraham  and 
Hagar  ;  the  posterity  of  the  former  they  call  al  Arab  al  Ariba,'^  z>., 
the  genuine  or  pure  Arabs,  and  those  of  the  latter  al  Arab  al  mostdreba, 
?>.,  naturalized  or  insititious  Arabs,  though  some  reckon  the  ancient 
lost  tribes  to  have  been  the  only  pure  Arabians,  and  therefore  call  the 
posterity  of  Kahtan  also  Motareba,  which  word  likewise  signifies  insiti- 
tious Arabs,  though  in  a  nearer  degree  than  Mostdreba ;  the  descendants 
of  Ismael  being  the  more  distant  graff. 

The  posterity  of  Ismael  have  no  claim  to  be  admitted  as  pure  Arabs, 
their  ancestor  being  by  origin  and  language  an  Heurew  ;  but  having 
made  an  alliance  with  the  Jorhamites,  by  marrying  a  daughter  of 
Modad,  and  accustomed  himself  to  their  manner  of  living  and  lan- 
guage, his  descendants  became  blended  with  them  into  one  nation. 
The  uncertainty  of  the  descents  between  Ismael  and  Adnan  is  the 
reason  why  they  seldom  trace  their  genealogies  higher  than  the  latter, 
whom  they  acknowledge  as  father  of  their  tribes,  the  descents  from 
him  downwards  being  pretty  certain  and  uncontroverted.' 

The  genealogy  of  these  tribes  being  of  great  use  to  illustrate  the 
Arabian  history,  I  have  taken  the  pains  to  form  a  genealogical  table 
from  their  most  approved  authors,  to  which  I  refer  the  curious. 

Besides  these  tribes  of  Arabs  mentioned  by  their  own  authors,  who 
were  all  descended  from  the  race  of  Sem,  others  of  them  were  the 
posterity  of  Ham  by  his  son  Cush,  which  name  is  in  scripture  con- 
stantly given  to  the  Arabs  and  their  country,  though  our  version  renders 
it  Ethiopia  ;  but  strictly  speaking,  the  Cushites  did  not  inhabit  Arabia 
properly  so  called,  but  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates  and  the  Persian 
Gulf,  whither  they  came  from  Chuzestan  or  Susiana,  the  original  settle- 
ment of  their  father.^  They  might  probably  mix  themselves  in  process 
of  time  with  the  Arabs  of  the  other  race,  but  the  eastern  writers  take 
little  or  no  notice  of  them. 

The  Arabians  were  for  some  centuries  under  the  government  of  the 
descendants  of  Kahtan  ;  Yarab,  one  of  his  sons,  founding  the  kingdom 
of  Yaman,  and  Jorham,  another  of  them,  that  of  Hejaz. 

The  province  of  Yaman,  or  the  better  part  of  it,  particularly  the 
provinces  of  Saba  and  Hadramaut,  was  governed  by  princes  of  the 
tribe  of  Hamyar,  though  at  length  the  kingdom  was  translated  to  the 
desct:;ndants  of  Cahlan,  his  brother,  who  yet  retained  the  title  of  king 
of  Hamyar,  and  had  all  of  them  the  general  title  of  Tobba,  which 
signifies  successor,  and  was  affected  to  this  race  of  princes,  as  that  of 

n  Mirat  Cainat.  12  Vide  Joseph,  cont.  Apion.  1.  i.  13  Vide  Exod.  xvii.  i8,  &c.  ;  i 

Sam.  XV.  2,  &c.  ;  ibid,  xxvii.  8,9:1  Chron.  iv.  43.  14  R.  Saad.  in  vers.  Arab.  Pentat.  Gen. 
X.  25.  Some  writer.<.  make  Kahtan  a  descendant  of  Ismael,  but  against  the  current  of  oriental 
historians.     See  Poc.    Spec.  39.  15  An  expression  something  Hke  that  of  St.   Paul,  who 

calls  himself  "an  Hebrew  of  the  Hebrews,"  Philip,  iii.  5.  1  Poc,  Spec.  p.  40.  2  Vide 
Hyde  Hist.  Rel.  vetcr.  Persar.  p.  37,  &c. 
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Cassar  was  to  the  Roman  emperors,  and  Khalif  to  the  successors  of 
Mohammed.  There  were  several  lesser  princes  who  reigned  in  other 
parts  of  Yaman,  and  were  mostly,  if  not  altogether,  subject  to  the  king 
of  Hamyar,  whom  they  called  the  great  king,  but  of  these  history  has 
recorded  nothing  remarkable  or  that  may  be  depended  upon." 

The  first  great  calamity  that  befell  the  tribes  settled  in  Yaman  was 
the  inundation  of  Aram,  which  happened  soon  after  the  time  of 
Alexander  the  Great,  and  is  famous  in  the  Arabian  history.  No  less 
than  eight  tribes  were  forced  to  abandon  their  dwellings  upon  this 
occasion,  some  of  which  gave  rise  to  the  two  kingdoms  of  Ghassan 
and  Hira.  And  this  was  probably  the  time  of  the  migration  of  those 
'tribes  or  colonies  which  were  led  into  Mesopotamia  by  three  chiefs, 
Beer,  Modar,  and  Rabia,  from  whom  the  three  provinces  of  that  country 
are  still  named  Diyar  Beer,  Diyar  Modar,  and  Diyar  Rabia.^  Abdshems, 
surnamed  Saba,  having  built  the  city  from  him  called  Saba,  and  after- 
wards Mareb,  made  a  vast  mound,  or  dam,^  to  serve  as  a  basin  or 
reservoir  to  receive  the  water  which  came  down  from  the  mountains, 
not  only  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants,  and  watering  their  lands,  but 
also  to  keep  the  country  they  had  subjected  in  greater  awe  by  being 
masters  of  the  water.  This  building  stood  like  a  mountain  above  their 
city,  and  was  by  them  esteemed  so  strong  that  they  were  in  no  appre- 
hension of  its  ever  failing.  The  water  rose  to  the  height  of  almost 
twenty  fathoms,  and  was  kept  in  on  every  side  by  a  work  so  solid,  that 
many  of  the  inhabitants  had  their  houses  built  upon  it.  Every  family 
had  a  certain  portion  of  this  water,  distributed  by  aqueducts.  But  at 
length,  God,  being  highly  displeased  at  their  great  pride  and  insolence, 
and  resolving  to  humble  and  disperse  them,  sent  a  mighty  flood,  which 
broke  down  the  mound  by  night  while  the  inhabitants  were  asleep,  and 
carried  away  the  whole  city,  with  the  neighbouring  towns  and  people.'* 

The  tribes  which  remained  in  Yaman  after  this  terrible  devastation 
still  continued  under  the  obedience  of  the  former  princes,  till  about 
seventy  years  before  Mohammed,  when  the  king  of  Ethiopia  sent  over 
forces  to  assist  the  Christians  of  Yaman  against  the  cruel  persecution 
of  their  king,  Dhu  Nowas,  a  bigoted  Jew,  whom  they  drove  to  that 
extremity  that  he  forced  his  horse  into  the  sea,  and  so  lost  his  life  and 
crown,s  after  which  the  country  was  governed  by  four  Ethiopian  princes 
successively,  till  Selif,  the  son  of  Dhu  Yazan,  of  the  tribe  of  Hamyar, 
obtaining  succours  from  Khosru  Anushirwan,  king  of  Persia,  which  had 
been  denied  him  by  the  emperor  Heraclius,  recovered  the  throne  and 
drove  out  the  Ethiopians,  but  was  himself  slain  by  some  of  them  who 
were  left  behind.  The  Persians  appointed  the  succeeding  princes  till 
Yaman  fell  into  the  hands  of  Mohammed,  to  whom  Bazan,  or  rather 
Badhan,  the  last  of  them,  submitted,  and  embraced  this  new  religion.' 

This  kingdom  of  the  Hamyarites  is  said  to  have  lasted  2,020  years,' 
or  as  others  say  above  3,000  ;3  the  length  of  the  reign  of  each  prince 
being  very  uncertain. 

It  has  been  already  observed  that  two  kingdoms  were  founded  by 
those  who  left  their  country  on  occasion  of  the  inundation  of  Aram ; 

1  Poc.  Spec.  p.  65,  66.         2  Vide  Gol.  ad  Alfrag.  p.  232.         3  Poc,  Spec.  p.  57.        *  Geogr. 
Nubier.s.  p.  52.  5  See  Prideaux's  Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  61.  1  Poc.  Spec.  p.  63,  64. 

"*  Abulfeda.         3  Al  Jannabi  and  Ahmed  Ebn  Yusef. 
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they  were  both  out  of  the  proper  hmits  of  Arabia.  One  of  them  was 
the  kingdom  of  Ghassan.  The  founders  of  this  kingdom  were  of  the 
tribe  of  Azd,  who,  setthng  in  Syria  Damascena  near  a  water  called 
Ghassan,  thence  took  their  name,  and  drove  out  the  Dajaamian  Arabs 
of  the  tribe  of  Salih,  who  before  possessed  the  country  ;'^  where  they 
maintained  their  kingdom  400  years,  as  others  say  600,  or  as  Abulfeda 
more  exactly  computes,  616.  Five  of  these  princes  were  named  Hareth, 
which  the  Greeks  write  Aretas  :  and  one  of  them  it  was  whose  governor 
ordered  the  gates  of  Damascus  to  be  watched  to  take  St.  Paul.^  This 
tribe  were  Christians,  their  last  king  being  Jabalah  the  son  of  al  Ayham, 
who  on  the  Arabs'  successes  in  Syria  professed  Mohammedism  under 
the  Khalif  Omar;  but  receiving  a  disgust  from  him,  returned  to  his 
former  faith,  and  retired  to  Constantinople.^ 

The  other  kingdom  was  that  of  Hira,  which  was  founded  by  Malec, 
of  the  descendants  of  Cahlan^  in  Chaldea  or  Irak ;  but  after  three  de- 
scents the  throne  came  by  marriage  to  the  Lakhmians,  called  also  the 
Mondars  (the  general  name  of  those  princes),  who  preserved  their  do- 
minion, notwithstanding  some  small  interruption  by  the  Persians,  till 
the  Khalifat  of  Abubecr,  when  al  Mondar  al  Maghriir,  the  last  of  them, 
lost  his  life  and  erown  by  the  arms  of  Khaled  Ebn  al  Walid.  This 
kingdom  lasted  622  years  eight  months.^  Its  princes  were  under  the 
protection  of  the  kings  of  Persia,  whose  lieutenants  they  were  over  the 
Arabs  of  Irak,  as  the  kings  of  Ghassan  were  for  the  Roman  emperors 
over  those  of  Syria.^ 

Jorham  the  son  of  Kahtan  reigned  in  Hejaz,  where  his  posterity  kept 
the  throne  till  the  time  of  Ismael;  but  on  his  marrying  the  daughter 
of  Modad,  by  whom  he  had  twelve  sons,  Kidar,  one  of  them,  had  the 
crown  resigned  to  him  by  his  uncles  the  Jorhamites,^  though  others  say 
the  descendants  of  Ismael  expelled  that  tribe,  who  retiring  to  Johainah, 
were,  after  various  fortune,  at  last  all  destroyed  by  an  inundation.^ 

Of  the  kings  of  Hamyar,  Hira,  Ghassan,  and  Jorham,  Dr.  Pocock 
has  given  us  catalogues  tolerably  exact,  to  which  I  refer  the  curious.3 

After  the  expulsion  of  the  Jorhamites,  the  government  of  Hejaz  seems 
not  to  have  continued  for  many  centuries  in  the  hands  of  one  prince, 
but  to  have  been  divided  among  the  heads  of  tribes,  almost  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  Arabs  of  the  desert  are  governed  at  this  day.  At  Mecca 
an  aristocracy  prevailed,  where  the  chief  management  of  affairs  till  the 
time  of  Mohammed  was  in  the  tribe  of  Koreish,  especially  after  they 
had  gotten  the  custody  of  the  Caaba  from  the  tribe  of  Khozaah.'^ 

Besides  the  kingdoms  which  have  been  taken  notice  of,  there  were 
some  other  tribes  which  in  latter  times  had  princes  of  their  own,  and 
formed  states  of  lesser  note,  particularly  the  tribe  of  Kenda  :=  but  as  I 
am  not  writing  a  just  history  of  the  Arabs,  and  an  account  of  them 
would  be  of  no  great  use  to  my  present  purpose,  I  shall  waive  any 
further  mention  of  them. 

After  the  time  of  Mohammed,  Arabia  was  for  about  three  centuries 
under  the  Khalifs  his  successors.     But  in  the  year  325  of  the  Hejra, 

4  Poc.  Spec.  p.  76  5  2  Cor.  xi.  32  ;  Acts  i?.  24.  6  Vide  Ockley's  History  of  the 

Saracens,  vol.  i.  p.  174.  7  Poc.  Spec.  P-  66.  8  Jbid.  p.  74.  ^  Ibid,  and  Procop.  in 

Pers.  apud  Photium.  p.  71,  &c.         1  Poc.  Spec.  p.  45.  -  Ibid.  p.  79.  3  Ibid.  p.  55,  seq. 

4  Vide  ibid.  p.  41,  and  Prideau.x's  Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  2.  5  Vide  Poc.  Spec.  p.  79,  &c 
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great  part  of  that  country  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Karmatians,^  a  new 
sect  who  had  committed  great  outrages  and  disorders  even  in  Mecca^ 
and  to  whom  the  Khalifs  were  obhged  to  pay  tribute,  that  the  pilgrim- 
age thither  might  be  performed :  of  this  sect  I  may  have  occasion  to 
speak  in  another  place.  Afterwards  Yaman  was  governed  by  the  house 
of  Thabateba,  descended  from  Ali  the  son-in-law  of  Mohammed,  whose 
sovereignty  in  Arabia  some  place  so  high  as  the  time  of  Charlemagne. 
However,  it  was  the  posterity  of  Ali,  or  pretenders  to  be  such,  who 
reigned  in  Yaman  and  Egypt  so  early  as  the  tenth  century.  The  pre- 
sent reigning  family  in  Yaman  is  probably  that  of  Ayub,  a  branch  of 
which  reigned  there  in  the  thirteenth  century,  and  took  the  title  of 
Khalif  and  Imam,  which  they  still  retain.'  They  are  not  possessed  of 
the  whole  province  of  Yaman,^  there  being  several  other  independent 
kingdoms  there,  particularly  that  of  Fartach.  The  crown  of  Yaman 
descends  not  regularly  from  father  to  son,  but  the  prince  of  the  blood 
royal  who  is  most  in  favour  with  the  great  ones,  or  has  the  strongest 
interest,  generally  succeeds.^ 

The  governors  of  Mecca  and  Medina,  who  have  always  been  of  the 
race  of  Mohammed,  also  threw  off  their  subjection  to  the  Khalifs,  since 
which  time  four  principal  families,  all  descended  from  Hassan  the  son 
of  Ali,  have  reigned  there  under  the  title  of  Sharif,  which  signifies 
noble.,  as  they  reckon  themselves  to  be  on  account  of  their  descent. 
These  are  Banu  Kader,  Banu  Miisa  Thani,  Banu  Hashem,  and  Banu 
Kitada ;'  which  last  family  now  is,  or  lately  was,  in  the  throne  of  Mecca, 
where  they  have  reigned  above  500  years.  The  reigning  family  at 
Medina  are  the  Banu  Hashem,  who  also  reigned  at  Mecca  before  those 
of  Kitada." 

The  kings  of  Yaman,  as  well  as  the  princes  of  Mecca  and  Medina, 
are  alsolutely  independent^  and  not  at  all  subject  to  the  Turk,  as  some 
late  authors  have  imagined.'*  These  princes  often  making  cruel  wars 
among  themselves,  gave  an  opportunity  to  Selim  I.  and  his  son  Soliman, 
to  make  themselves  masters  of  the  coasts  of  Arabia  on  the  Pvcd  Sea, 
and  of  part  of  Yaman,  by  means  of  a  fleet  built  at  Sues  :  but  their 
successors  have  not  been  able  to  maintain 'their  conquests  ;  for,  except 
the  port  of  Jodda,  where  they  have  a  Basha  whose  authority  is  very 
small,  they  possess  nothing  considerable  in  Arabia.^ 

Thus  have  the  Arabs  preserved  their  liberty,  of  which  few  nations 
can  produce  so  ancient  monuments,  with  very  little  interruption,  from 
the  very  Deluge  ;  for  though  very  great  armies  have  been  sent  against 
them,  all  attempts  to  subdue  them  were  unsuccessful.  The  Assyrian  or 
Median  empires  never  got  footing  among  them.^  The  Persian  monarchs, 
though  they  were  their  friends,  and  so  far  respected  by  them  as  to  have 
an  annual  present  of  frankincense,^  yet  could  never  make  them  tribu- 
tary;^ and  were  so  far  from  being  their  masters,  that  Cambyses,  on  his 
expedition  against  Egypt,  was  obliged  to  ask  their  leave  to  pass  through 
their  territories ;'  and  when  Alexander  had  subdued  that  mighty  empire, 
yet  the  Arabians  had  so  little  apprehension  of  him,  that  they  alone,  of 

6  Vide  Elmaciii.  in  vita  al  Radi  "  Voyage  de  I'Arab.  heur.  p.  255.  8  ibid.  15-?,  273. 

9  Ibid.  254.  1  Ibid.  143.  2  ll^d.  145.  3  Ibid.  143,  148.  4  vide  D'Herbcl.  Bibl. 

Orient,  p.  477.         ^  Voy.  de  I'Arab.  heur.  p.  148.         6  Diodor.  Sic.  1.  2,  p.  131.        7  Herodot. 
I'  3>  c.  97.        8  Idem  ib.  c.  91.    Diodor.  ubi  sup.         ^  Herodot.  I.  3,  c.  8  and  98. 
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all  the  neighbouring  nations,  sent  no  ambassadors  to  him,  either  first  or 
last ;  which,  with  a  desire  of  possessing  so  rich  a  country,  made  him 
form  a  design  against  it,  and  had  he  not  died  before  he  could  put  it  in 
execution, '°  this  people  might  possibly  have  convinced  him  that  he  was 
not  invincible  :  and  I  do  not  find  that  any  of  his  successors,  either  in 
Asia  or  Egypt,  ever  made  any  attempt  against  them.'  The  Romans 
never  conquered  any  part  of  Arabia  properly  so  called  ;  the  most  they 
did  was  to  make  some  tribes  in  Syria  tributary  to  them,  as  Pompey  did 
one  commanded  by  Sampsiceramus  or  Sham.s'alkeram,  who  reigned  at 
Hems  or  Emesa  ;-  but  none  of  the  Romans,  or  any  other  nations  that 
we  know  of,  ever  penetrated  so  far  into  Arabia  as  ^lius  Gallus  under 
Augustus  Caesar  -^  yet  he  was  so  far  from  subduing  it,  as  some  authors 
pretend,^  that  he  was  soon  obliged  to  return  without  effecting  anything 
considerable,  having  lost  the  best  part  of  his  army  by  sickness  and 
other  accidents,^  This  ill  success  probably  discouraged  the  Romans 
from  attacking  them  any  more ;  for  Trajan,  notwithstanding  the  flatteries 
of  the  historians  and  orators  of  his  time,  and  the  medals  struck  by  him, 
did  not  subdue  the  Arabs  ;  the  province  of  Arabia,  which  it  is  said  he 
added  to  the  Roman  empire,  scarce  reaching  farther  than  Arabia  Petraea, 
or  the  very  skirts  of  the  country.  And  we  are  told  by  one  author,^  that 
this  prince,  marching  against  the  Agarens  who  had  revolted,  met  with 
such  a  reception  that  he  was  obliged  to  return  without  doing  anything. 

The  re^  .gion  of  the  Arabs  before  Mohammed,  which  they  call  the 
state  of  ignorance,  in  opposition  to  the  knowledge  of  God's  true  worship 
revealed  to  them  by  their  prophet,  was  chiefly  gross  idolatry ;  the  Sabian 
religion  having  almost  overrun  the  whole  nation,  though  there  were  also 
great  numbers  of  Christians,  Jews,  and  Magians  among  them. 

I  shall  not  here  transcribe  v^^hat  Dr.  Prideaux'  has  written  of  the 
original  of  the  wSabian  religion  ;  but  instead  thereof  insert  a  brief  ac- 
count of  the  tenets  and  worship  of  that  sect.  They  do  not  only  believe 
one  God,  but  produce  many  strong  arguments  for  His  unity,  though 
they  also  pay  an  adoration  to  the  stars,  or  the  angels  and  intelligences 
which  they  suppose  reside  in  them,  and  govern  the  world  under  the 
Supreme  Deity.  They  endeavour  to  perfect  themselves  in  the  four 
intellectual  virtues,  and  believe  the  souls  of  wicked  men  will  be  punished 
for  nine  thousand  ages,  but  will  afterwards  be  received  to  mercy  They 
are  obliged  to  pray  three  times^  a  day  ;  the  first,  half  an  hour  or  less 
before  sunrise,  ordering  it  so  that  they  may,  just  as  the  sun  rises,  finish 
eight  adorations,  each  containing  three  prostrations  •?  the  second  prayer 
the)'  end  at  noon,  when  the  sun  begins  to  decline,  in  saying  which  they 
perform  five  such  adorations  as  the  former :  and  the  same  they  do  the 
third  time,  ending  just  as  the  sun  sets.  They  fast  three  times  a  year, 
the  first  time  thirty  days,  the  next  nine  days,  and  the  last  seven.  They 
offer  many  sacrifices,  but  eat  no  part  of  them,  burning  them  all.  They 
abstain  from  beans,  garlic,  and  some  other  pulse  and  vegetables.*     As 

10  Strabo,  1.  16,  p.  1076,  1132.  1  Vide  Diodor.  Sic.  ubi  supra.  2  Strabo,  1.  16,  p.  1092. 

3  Dion  Cassius,  1.  53,  p.  m.  516.  4  Huet.    Hist,  du  Commerce  et  de  la  Navigation  des 

Anciens,  c.  50.         ^  See  the  whole  expedition  described  at  large  by  Strabo,  1.  16,  p.  1126,  &c. 
G  Xiphilin.  epit.  7  Connect,  of  the  Hist,  of  the  Old  and  New  Test.  p.  i,  bk.  3.         8  Some 

say  seven.    See  D'Herbelot,  p.  726,  and  Hyde  de  Rel.  Vet.  Pers.  p.  128.         9  Others  say  they 
use  no  incurvations  or  prostrations  at  all ;  vide  Hyde  ibid.  1  Abulfarag,  Hist.  Dynast,  p. 

281,  &c. 
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to  the  Sabian  Kebla,  or  part  to  which  they  turn  their  faces  in  praying, 
authors  greatly  differ ;  one  will  have  it  to  be  the  north,'  another  the 
south,  a  third  Mecca,  and  a  fourth  the  star  to  which  they  pay  their 
devotions  -?  and  perhaps  there  may  be  some  variety  in  their  practice  in 
this  respect.  They  go  on  pilgrimage  to  a  place  near  the  city  of  Harran 
in  Mesopotamia,  where  great  numbers  of  them  dwell,  and  they  have 
also  a  great  respect  for  the  temple  of  Mecca,  and  the  pyramids  of  Egypt;'* 
fancying  these  last  to  be  the  sepulchres  of  Seth,  and  of  Enoch  and  Sabi 
his  two  sons,  whom  they  look  on  as  the  first  propagators  of  their  reli- 
gion ;  at  these  structures  they  sacrifice  a  cock  and  a  black  calf,  and 
offer  up  incense.5  Besides  the  book  of  Psalms,  the  only  true  scripture 
they  read,  they  have  other  books  which  they  esteem  equally  sacred, 
particularly  one  in  the  Chaldee  tongue  which  they  call  the  book  of  Seth, 
and  is  full  of  moral  discourses.  This  sect  say  they  took  the  name  of 
Sabians  from  the  above-mentioned  Sabi,  though  it  seems  rather  to  be 
derived  from  KllHi  Saba^  or  the  host  of  heaven.,  which  they  worship.' 
Travellers  commonly  call  them  Christians  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  whose 
disciples  also  they  pretend  to  be,  using  a  kind  of  baptism,  which  is  the 
greatest  mark  they  bear  of  Christianity.  This  is  one  of  the  religions,  the 
practice  of  which  Mohammed  tolerated  (on  paying  tribute),  and  the  pro- 
fessors of  it  are  often  included  in  that  expression  of  the  Koran,  "  those  to 
whom  the  scriptures  have  been  given,"  or  literally,  the  people  of  the  book. 

The  idolatry  of  the  Arabs  then,  as  Sabians,  chiefly  consisted  in 
worshipping  the  fixed  stars  and  planets,  and  the  angels  and  their 
images,  which  they  honoured  as  inferior  deities,  and  whose  intercession 
they  begged,  as  their  mediators  with  God.  For  the  Arabs  acknow- 
ledged one  supreme  God,  the  Creator  and  Lord  of  the  universe,  whom 
they  called  Allah  Taala,  the  most  high  God  ;  and  their  other  deities, 
who  were  subordinate  to  him,  they  called  simply  al  Ilahat,  i.e.,  the  god- 
desses ;  which  words  the  Grecians  not  understanding,  and  it  being  their 
constant  custom  to  resolve  the  religion  of  every  other  nation  into  their 
own,  and  find  out  gods  of  theirs  to  match  the  others',  they  pretend  that 
the  Arabs  worshipped  only  two  deities,  Orotalt  and  Alilat,  as  those 
names  are  corruptly  written,  whom  they  will  have  to  be  the  same  with 
Bacchus  and  Urania  ;  pitching  on  the  former  as  one  of  the  greatest  of 
their  own  gods,  and  educated  in  Arabia,  and  on  the  other,  because  of 
the  veneration  shown  by  the  Arabs  to  the  stars.' 

That  they  acknowledged  one  supreme  God,  appears,  to  omit  other 
proof,  from  their  usual  form  of  addressing  themselves  to  him,  which 
was  this,  '•  I  dedicate  myself  to  thy  service,  O  God  !  Thou  hast  no 
companion,  except  thy  companion  of  whom  thou  art  absolute  master, 
and  of  whatever  is  his."'  So  that  they  supposed  the  idols  not  to  be 
sni  ju7is,  though  they  offered  sacrifices  and  other  offerings  to  them,  as 
well  as  to  God,  who  was  also  often  put  off  with  the  least  portion,  as 
Mohammed  upbraids  them.  Thus  when  they  planted  fruit  trees,  or 
sowed  a  field,  they  divided  it  by  a  line  into  two  parts,  setting  one  apart 

2  Idem  ibid.  3  Hyde  ubi  supr.  p.  124,  &c.  ^  D'Herbel.  ubi  supr.  5  gee  Greaves* 

Pyramidogr.  p.  6,  7.  G  Vide  Poc.  Spec  p.  138.  7  Thabtt  Ebn  Korrah,  a  famous  astro- 

nomer, and  himself  a  Sabian,  wrote  a  treatise  in  Syriac  concerning  the  doctrines,  rites,  and 
ceremonies  of  this  sect  ;  from  which,  if  it  could  be  recovered,  we  might  expect  much  better 
information  than  any  taken  from  the  Arabian  writers  ;  vide  Abulfarag,  ubi  sup.  1  Vide 
Herodot.  1.  3,  c.  8j  Arrian,  p.  161,  162,  and  Strab.  1.  16.        2  Al  Shahrcstani. 
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for  their  idols,  and  the  other  for  GOD  ;  if  any  of  the  fruits  happened  to 
fall  from  the  idol's  part  into  God's,  they  made  restitution;  but  if  from 
God's  part  into  the  idol's,  they  made  no  restitution.  So  when  they 
watered  the  idol's  grounds,  if  the  water  broke  over  the  channels  made 
for  that  purpose,  and  ran  on  GOD's  part,  they  dammed  it  up  again  ;  but 
if  the  contrary,  they  let  it  run  on,  saying,  they  wanted  what  was  GoD's, 
but  he  wanted  nothing.^  In  the  same  manner,  if  the  offering  designed 
for  God  happened  to  be  better  than  that  designed  for  the  idol,  they 
made  an  exchange,  but  not  otherwise."^ 

It  was  from  this  gross  idolatry,  or  the  worship  of  inferior  deities,  or 
companions  of  GOD,  as  the  Arabs  continue  to  call  them,  that  Mohammed 
reclaimed  his  countrymen,  establishing  the  sole  worship  ol  the  true  GoD 
among  them  ;  so  that  how  much  soever  the  Mohammedans  are  to  blame 
in  other  points,  they  are  far  from  being  idolaters,  as  some  ignorant 
writers  have  pretended. 

The  worship  of  the  stars  the  Arabs  might  easily  be  led  into,  from  their 
observing  the  changes  of  weather  to  happen  at  the  rising  and  setting  of 
certain  of  them,'  which  after  a  long  course  of  experience  induced  them  to 
ascribe  a  divine  power  to  those  stars,  and  to  think  themselves  indebted 
to  them  for  their  rains,  a  very  great  benefit  and  refreshment  to  their 
parched  country:  this  superstition  the  Koran  particularly  takes  notice  of  ^ 

The  ancient  Arabians  and  Indians,  between  which  two  nations  was 
a  great  conformity  of  religions,  had  seven  celebrated  temples,  dedicated 
to  the  seven  planets  ;  one  of  which  in  particular,  called  Beit  Ghomdan, 
was  built  in  Sanaa,  the  metropolis  of  Yaman,  by  Dahac,  to  the  honour 
of  al  Zoharah  or  the  planet  Venus,  and  was  demolished  by  the  Khalif 
Othman  ;^  by  whose  murder  was  fulfdled  the  prophetical  inscription  set, 
as  is  reported,  over  this  temple,  viz.,  "  Ghomdan,  he  who  destroyeth 
thee  shall  be  slain. "^  The  temple  of  Mecca  is  also  said  to  have  been 
consecrated  to  Zohal,  or  Saturn.-* 

Though  these  deities  were  generally  reverenced  by  the  whole  nation, 
yet  each  tribe  chose  some  one  as  the  more  peculiar  object  of  their  worship. 

Thus  as  to  the  stars  and  planets,  the  tribe  of  Hamyar  chiefly  wor- 
shipped the  sun  ;  Misam,'  al  Debaran,  or  the  Bull's-eye  ;  Lakhm  and 
Jodam,  al  Moshtari,  or  Jupiter  ;  Tay,  Sohail,  or  Canopus  ;  Kais,  Sirius, 
or  the  Dog-star ;  and  Asad,  Otared,  or  Mercury.^  Among  the  wor- 
shippers of  Sirius,  one  Abu  Cabsha  was  very  famous  ;  some  will  have 
him  to  be  the  same  with  Waheb,  Mohammed's  grandfather  by  the 
mother,  but  others  say  he  was  of  the  tribe  of  Khozaah.  This  man  used 
his  utmost  endeavours  to  persuade  the  Koreish  to  leave  their  images 
and  worship  this  star  ;  for  which  reason  Mohammed,  who  endeavoured 
also  to  make  them  leave  their  images,  was  by  them  nicknamed  the  son 
of  Abu  Cabsha.'  The  worship  of  this  star  is  particularly  hinted  at  in 
the  Koran.^ 

Of  the  angels  or  intelligences  which  they  worshipped,  the  Koran,'' 
makes  mention  only  of  three,  which  were  worshipped  under  female 
names  ;^°  Allat,  al  Uzza,  and    Manah.      These  were  by  them   called 

3  Nodhm  al  dorf.       ^4  Al  Beidawl.        S  Vide  Post.        1  Vide  Poc.  Spec.  p.  163.        -  Shah- 
restani.  3  Al  Jannabl.  4  Shahrestani.  ^  This  name  seems  to  be  corrupted,  there 

being  no  such  among  the  Arab  tribes.    Poc.  Spec.  p.  130.  <»  Abulfarag,  p.  i6a.  7  Poc. 

Spec.  p.  132.        8  Cap.  S3.        9  Ibid.        w  Ibid. 
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goddesses,  and  the  daughters  of  God  ;  an  appellation  they  gave  not 
only  to  the  angels,  but  also  to  their  images,  which  they  either  believed 
to  be  inspired  with  life  by  GoD,  or  else  to  become  the  tabernacles 
of  the  angels,  and  to  be  animated  by  them  ;  and  they  gave  them 
divine  worship,  because  they  imagined  they  interceded  for  them  with 
God. 

Allat  was  the  idol  of  the  tribe  of  Thakif  who  dwelt  at  Tayef,  and  had 
a  temple  consecrated  to  her  in  a  place  called  Nakhlah.  This  idol  al 
Mogheirah  destroyed  by  Mohammed's  order,  who  sent  him  and  Abu 
Sofian  on  that  commission  in  the  ninth  year  of  the  Hejra '  The  in- 
habitants of  Tayef,  especially  the  women,  bitterly  lamented  the  loss  of 
this  their  deity,  which  they  were  so  fond  of,  that  they  begged  of  Mo- 
hammed as  a  condition  of  peace,  that  it  might  not  be  destroyed  for 
three  years,  and  not  obtaining  that,  asked  only  a  month's  respite  ;  but 
he  absolutely  denied  it.^  There  are  several  derivations  of  this  word 
which  the  curious  may  learn  from  Dr.  Pocock  •}  it  seems  most  probably 
to  be  derived  from  the  same  root  with  Allah,  to  which  it  may  be  a 
feminine,  and  will  then  signify  the  goddess. 

Al  Uzza,  as  some  affirm,  was  the  idol  of  the  tribes  of  Koreish  and 
Kenanah,*  and  part  of  the  tribe  of  Salim  -.^  others^  tell  us  it  was  a  tree 
called  the  Egyptian  thorn,  or  acacia,  worshipped  by  the  tribe  of 
Ghatfan,  first  consecrated  by  one  Dhalem,  who  built  a  chapel  over  it, 
called  Boss,  so  contrived  as  to  give  a  sound  when  any  person  entered. 
Khaled  Ebn  Walid  being  sent  by  Mohammed  in  the  eighth  year  of  the 
Hejra  to  destroy  this  idol,  demolished  the  chapel,  and  cutting  down 
this  tree  or  image,  burnt  it :  he  also  slew  the  priestess,  who  ran  out 
with  her  hair  dishevelled,  and  her  hands  on  her  head  as  a  suppliant. 
Yet  the  author  who  relates  this,  in  another  place  says,  the  chapel  was 
pulled  down,  and  Dhalem  himself  killed  by  one  Zohair,  because  he 
consecrated  this  chapel  with  design  to  draw  the  pilgrims  thither  from 
Mecca,  and  lessen  the  reputation  of  the  Caaba.  The  name  of  this 
deity  is  derived  from  the  root  azsa,  and  signifies  the  most  mighty. 

Manah  was  the  object  of  worship  of  the  tribes  of  Hodhail  and 
Khazaah,^  who  dwelt  between  Mecca  and  Medina,  and,  as  some  say,* 
of  the  tribes  of  Aws,  Khazraj,  and  Thakif  also.  This  idol  was  a  large 
stone,9  demolished  by  one  Saad,  in  the  eighth  year  of  the  Hejra,  a  year 
so  fatal  to  the  idols  of  Arabia.  The  name  seems  derived  from  ?Ha7ia, 
to  flow,  from  the  flowing  of  the  blood  of  the  victims  sacrificed  to  the 
deity;  whence  the  valley  of  Mina,*°  near  Mecca,  had  also  its  name, 
where  the  pilgrims  at  this  day  slay  their  sacrifices.* 

Before  we  proceed  to  the  other  idols,  let  us  take  notice  of  five  more, 
which  with  the  former  three  are  all  the  Koran  mentions  by  name,  and 
they  are  Wadd,  Sawa,  Yaghuth,  Yauk,  and  Nasr.  These  are  said  to 
have  been  antediluvian  idols,  which  Noah  preached  against,  and  were 
afterwards  taken  by  the  Arabs  for  gods,  having  been  men  of  great  merit 
and  piety  in  their  time,  whose  statues  they  reverenced  at  first  with  a 

1  Dr.  Prideaux  mentions  ihls  expedition,  but  rames  only  Abu  Sofian,  and  mistaking  tbe 
name  of  the  idol  for  an  appellative,  supposes  he  went  only  to  disarm  the  Tayefians  of  their 
.  weapons  and  instruments  of  war.     See  his  Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  98.       -  Abulfeda,  Vit  Mohan;. 
p.    127.  3  spec.   p.   90  ^  h\  Jauhari,  apud  eund.  p.  01.  "  Al  Shahrcstani.   ihid. 

6  Al  Firauzabadi,  ibid.  ^  Al  Jauhari.  8  Al  Shahrestani,  Abulfeda,  &c.  '•*  Al  Beidawi, 
al  Zamakhshari.         10  Poc.  Spec.  91,  &c.         1  Ibid. 
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civil  honour  only,  which  in  process  of  time  became  heightened  to  a 
divine  worship.^ 

Wadd  was  supposed  to  be  the  heaven,  and  was  worshipped  under 
the  form  of  a  man  by  the  tribe  of  Calb  in  Daumat  al  Jandal.^ 

Sawa  was  adored  under  the  shape  of  a  woman  by  the  tribe  of  Ra- 
madan, or,  as  others'^  write,  of  Hodhail  in  Rohat.  This  idol  lying  under 
water  for  some  time  after  the  Deluge,  was  at  length,  it  is  said,  disco- 
vered by  the  devil,  and  was  worshipped  by  those  of  Hodhail,  who  in- 
stituted pilgrimages  to  it.^ 

Yaghuth  was  an  idol  in  the  shape  of  a  lion,  and  was  the  deity  of  the 
tribe  of  Madhaj  and  others  who  dwelt  in  Yaman.^  Its  name  seems  to 
be  derived  from  ghatha,  which  signifies  to  help. 

Yauk  was  worshipped  by  the  tribe  of  Morad,  or,  according  to  others, 
by  that  of  Hamadan,^  under  the  figure  of  a  horse.  It  is  said  he  was  a 
man  of  great  piety,  and  his  death  much  regretted ;  whereupon  the  devil 
appeared  to  his  friends  in  a  human  form,  and  undertaking  to  represent 
him  to  the  life,  persuaded  them,  by  way  of  comfort,  to  place  his  effigies 
in  their  temples,  that  they  might  have  it  in  view  when  at  their  devo- 
tions. This  was  done,  and  seven  others  of  extraordinary  merit  had  the 
same  honours  shown  them,  till  at  length  their  posterity  made  idols  of 
them  in  earnest.^  The  name  Yaiik  probably  comes  from  the  verb  dka, 
to  prevent  or  avert.^ 

Nasr  was  a  deity  adored  by  the  tribe  of  Hamyar,  or  at  Dhii'l  Khalaah 
in  their  territories,  under  the  image  of  an  eagle,  which  the  name  sig- 
nifies. 

There  are,  or  were,  two  statues  at  Bamiyan,  a  city  of  Cabul  in  the 
Indies,  50  cubits  high,  which  some  writers  suppose  to  be  the  same  with 
Yaghuth  and  Yauk,  or  else  with  Manah  and  Allat ;  and  they  also  speak 
of  a  third  standing  near  the  others,  but  something  less,  in  the  shape  of 
an  old  woman,  called  Nesrem  or  Nesr.  These  statues  were  hollow 
within,  for  the  secret  giving  of  oracles ;'°  but  they  seem  to  have  been 
different  from  the  Arabian  idols.  There  was  also  an  idol  at  Sumenat 
in  the  Indies,  called  Lat  or  al  Lat,  whose  statue  was  50  fathoms  high, 
of  a  single  stone,  and  placed  in  the  midst  of  a  temple  supported  by  56 
pillars  of  massy  gold :  this  idol  Mahmud  Ebn  Sebecteghin,  who  con- 
quered that  part  of  India,  broke  to  pieces  with  his  own  hands.' 

Besides  the  idols  we  have  mentioned,  the  Arabs  also  worshipped 
great  numbers  of  others,  which  would  take  up  too  much  time  to  have 
distinct  accounts  given  of  them ;  and  not  being  named  in  the  Koran, 
are  not  so  much  to  our  present  purpose :  for  besides  that  every  house- 
keeper had  his  household  god  or  gods,  which  he  last  took  leave  of  and 
first  saluted  at  his  going  abroad  and  returning  home,-  there  were  no 
less  than  360  idols,^  equalling  in  number  the  days  of  their  year,  in  and 
about  the  Caaba  of  Mecca;  the  chief  of  whom  was  Hobal,''  brought 
from  Belka  in  Syria  into  Arabia  by  Amru  Ebn  Lohai,  pretending  it 
would  procure  them  rain  when  they  wanted  it.^  It  was  the  statue  of  a 
man,  made  of  agate,  which  having  by  some  accident  lost  a  hand,  the 

2  Kor.  c.  71.     Comment.  Persic.     Vide  Hyde  de  Rel.  Vet.  Pars.  p.  133.         3  Al  Jaul.nri,  al 
Shahrestani.  "*  Idem,  al  Firauzabadi,  and  Safio'ddin.  ^  Al  Firauzab.         *>  Shahrestani. 

7  Al  Jauhari.  8  Al  Firauzab.  ^  Poc.  Spec.  94.  10  See  Hyde  de  Rel.  Vet.  Pers.  p. 

132.  1  D'Herbelot,  Bibl.  Orient,  p.  512.  2  A\  Mostatraf.  ^  Al  Jannao.  4  Abulfed, 
Shahrest-  &c.  5  Poc.  Spec.  95. 
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Koreish  repaired  it  with  one  of  gold :  he  held  in  his  hand  seven  arrows 
without  heads  or  feathers,  such  as  the  Arabs  used  in  divination.*  ThiL 
idol  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  same  with  the  image  of  Abraham/ 
found  and  destroyed  by  Mohammed  in  the  Caaba,  on  his  entering  it,  in 
the  eighth  year  of  the  Hejra,  when  he  took  Mecca,^  and  surrounded  with 
a  great  number  of  angels  and  prophets,  as  inferior  deities;  among 
whom,  as  some  say,  was  Ismael,  with  divining  arrows  in  his  hand  also.' 

Asaf  and  Nayelah,  the  former  the  image  of  a  man,  the  latter  of  a 
woman,  v/ere  also  two  idols  brought  with  Hobal  from  Syria,  and  placed 
the  one  on  Mount  Safa,  and  the  other  on  Mount  Merwa,  They  tell  us 
Asaf  was  the  son  of  Amru,  and  Nayelah  the  daughter  of  Sahal,  both 
of  the  tribe  of  Jorham,  who  committing  whoredom  together  in  the 
Caaba,  were  by  God  converted  into  stone,'°  and  afterwards  worshipped 
by  the  Koreish,  and  so  much  reverenced  by  them,  that  though  this  su- 
perstition was  condemned  by  Mohammed,  yet  he  was  forced  to  allow 
them  to  visit  those  mountains  as  monuments  of  divine  justice." 

I  shall  mention  but  one  idol  more  of  this  nation,  and  that  was  a  lump 
of  dough  worshipped  by  the  tribe  of  Hanifa,  who  used  it  with  more  re- 
spect than  the  Papists  do  theirs,  presuming  not  to  eat  it  till  they  were 
compelled  to  it  by  famine." 

Several  of  their  idols,  as  Manah  in  particular,  were  no  more  than 
large  rude  stones,  the  worship  of  which  the  posterity  of  Ismael  first 
introduced  ;  for  as  they  multiplied,  and  the  territory  of  Mecca  grew 
too  strait  for  them,  great  numbers  were  obliged  to  seek  new  abodes  ; 
and  on  such  migrations  it  w^as  usual  for  them  to  take  with  them  some 
of  the  stones  of  that  reputed  holy  land,  and  set  them  up  in  the  places 
where  they  fixed ;  and  these  stones  they  at  first  only  compassed  out  of 
devotion,  as  they  had  accustomed  to  do  the  Caaba.  But  this  at  last 
ended  in  rank  idolatry,  the  Ismaelites  forgetting  the  religion  left  them 
by  their  father  so  far  as  to  pay  divine  worship  to  any  fine  stone  they 
met  with.' 

Some  of  the  pagan  Arabs  believed  neither  a  creation  past,  nor  a 
resurrection  to  come,  attributing  the  origin  of  things  to  nature,  and 
their  dissolution  to  age.  Others  believed  both,  among  whom  were 
those  who,  when  they  died,  had  their  camel  tied  by  their  sepulchre, 
and  so  left,  without  meat  or  drink,  to  perish,  and  accompany  them  to 
the  other  world,  lest  they  should  be  obliged,  at  the  resurrection,  to  go 
on  foot,  which  was  reckoned  very  scandalous.^  Some  believed  a  metem- 
psychosis, and  that  of  the  blood  near  the  dead  person's  brain  w^as 
formed  a  bird  named  Hamah,  which  once  in  a  hundred  years  visited 
the  sepulchre  ;  though  others  say  this  bird  is  animated  by  the  soul  of 
him  that  is  unjustly  slain,  and  continually  cries,  Oscuni,  Oscitni,  Lc, 
"  give  me  to  drink  " — meaning  of  the  murderer's  blood — till  his  death 
be  revenged,  and  then  it  flies  away.  This  was  forbidden  by  the  Koran 
to  be  believed.3 

1  might  here  mention  several  superstitious  rites  and  customs  of  the 
ancient  Arabs,  some  of  which  were  abolished  and  others  retained  by 
Mohammed  ;  but  I  apprehend  it  will  be  more  convenient  to  take  notice 

6  Saho'ddin.  7  Poc.  Spec.  97.  8  Abulfeda.  ^  Ebn  al  Athir.  al  Jannab.  S:c. 

!*>  Poc.  Spec.  98.  11  Kor.  c.  2.  12  Al  Mostatraf,  al  Jauhari.  1  Al  Mostatraf,  al 

Jannal)i.        2  Abulfarag,  p.  160.        3  Vide  Por  Spec.  p.  135. 
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of  them  hereafter  occasionally,  as  the  negative  or  positive  precepts  of 
the  Koran,  forbidding  or  allowing  such  practices,  shall  be  considered. 

Let  us  now  turn  our  view  from  the  idolatrous  Arabs,  to  those  among 
them  who  had  embraced  more  rational  religions. 

The  Persians  had,  by  their  vicinity  and  frequent  intercourse  with  the 
Arabians,  introduced  the  Magian  religion  among  some  of  their  tribes, 
particularly  that  cf  Tamim,-^  a  long  time  before  Mohammed,  who  was 
so  far  from  being  unacquainted  with  that  religion,  that  he  borrowed  many 
of  his  own  institutions  from  it,  as  will  be  observed  in  the  progress  of 
this  work.  I  refer  those  who  are  desirous  to  have  some  notion  of 
Magism,  to  Dr.  Hyde's  curious  account  of  it,^  a  succinct  abridgment 
of  which  may  be  read  with  much  pleasure  in  another  learned  perform- 
ance.^ 

The  Jews,  who  fled  in  great  numbers  into  Arabia  from  the  fearful 
destruction  of  their  country  by  the  Romans,  made  proselytes  of  several 
tribes,  those  of  Kenanah,  al  Hareth  Ebn  Caaba,  and  Kendah'  in  par- 
ticular, and  in  time  became  very  powerful,  and  possessed  of  several 
towns  and  fortresses  there.  But  the  Jewish  religion  was  not  unknown 
to  the  Arabs,  at  least  above  a  century  before  ;  Abu  Carb  Asad,  taken 
notice  of  in  the  Koran,-  who  was  king  of  Yaman,  about  700  years 
before  Mohammed,  is  said  to  have  introduced  Judaism  among  the 
idolatrous  Hamyarites.  Some  of  his  successors  also  embraced  the 
same  religion,  one  of  whom,  Yusef,  surnamed  Dhu  Nowas,^  was  re- 
markable for  his  zeal  and  terrible  persecution  of  all  who  would  not 
turn  Jews,  putting  them  to  death  by  various  tortures,  the  most  common 
of  which  was  throwing  them  into  a  glowing  pit  of  fire,  whence  he  had 
the  opprobrious  appellation  of  the  Lord  of  the  Pit.  This  persecution 
is  also  mentioned  in  the  Koran. ■» 

Christianity  had  likewise  made  a  very  great  progress  among  this 
nation  before  Mohammed.  Whether  St.  Paul  preached  in  any  part  of 
Arabia,  properly  so  called,^  is  uncertain  ;  but  the  persecutions  and 
disorders  which  happened  in  the  eastern  church  soon  after  the  be- 
ginning of  the  third  century,  obliged  great  numbers  of  Christians  to 
seek  for  shelter  in  that  country  of  liberty,  who,  being  for  the  most  part 
of  the  Jacobite  communion,  that  sect  generally  prevailed  among  the 
Arabs.^  The  principal  tribes  that  embraced  Christianity  were  Hamyar, 
Ghassan,  Rabia,  Taghlab,  Bahra,  Tonuch,'  part  of  the  tribes  of  Tay 
and  Kodaa,  the  inhabitants  of  Najran,  and  the  Arabs  of  Hira.^  As 
to  the  two  last,  it  may  be  observed  that  those  of  Najran  became 
Christians  in  the  time  of  Dhu  Nowas,^  and  very  probably,  if  the  story 
be  true,  were  some  of  those  who  were  converted  on  the  following 
occasion,  which  happened  about  that  time,  or  not  long  before.  The 
Jews  of  Hamyar  challenged  some  neighbouring  Christians  to  a  public 
disputation,  which  was  held  sub  dio  for  three  days  before  the  king  and 
his  nobility  and  all  the  people,  the  disputants  being  Gregentius,  bishop 
of  Tephra  (which  I  take  to  be  Dhafar)  for  the  Christians,  and  Herbanus 
for  the  Jews.     On  the  third  day,  Herbanus,  to  end  the  dispute,  de- 

4  Al  Mostatraf.  5  In  his  Hist.  Relig.  Vet.  Persar.  6  Dr.  Prideaux's  Connect,  of  the  Hist, 
of  the  Old  and  New  Test  part  i.  book  4.  1  Al  Mostatraf.  2  Chap.  50.  3  gee  before, 
p.  8,  and  Baronii  annal.  ad  sec.  vi.  4  Chap.  85.  5  See  Galat.  i.  17.  6  Abulfarag,  p.  149. 
7  Al  Mostatrr.f.        8  Vide  Poc.  Spec.  p.  137         9  Al  Jannab.  apud  Pec  Spec.  p.  63. 
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manded  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  if  he  were  really  living  and  in  heaven, 
and  could  hear  the  prayers  of  his  worshippers,  should  appear  from 
heaven  in  their  sight,  and  they  would  then  believe  in  him;  the  Jews 
crying  out  with  one  voice,  "  Show  us  your  Christ,  alas  !  and  we  will  be- 
come Christians."  Whereupon,  after  a  terrible  storm  of  thunder  and 
lightning,  Jesus  Christ  appeared  in  the  air,  surrounded  with  rays  ot 
glory,  walking  on  a  purple  cloud,  having  a  sword  in  his  hand,  and  an 
inestimable  diadem  on  his  head,  and  spake  these  words  over  the  heads 
of  the  assembly :  "  Behold  I  appear  to  you  in  your  sight,  I,  who  was 
crucified  by  your  fathers."  After  which  the  cloud  received  him  from 
their  sight.  The  Christians  cried  out,  '"''Kyrie  eleeson^^  i.e., "  Lord,  have 
mercy  upon  us;"  but  the  Jews  were  stricken  blind,  and  recovered  not 
till  they  were  all  baptized.' 

The  Christians  at  Hira  received  a  great  accession  by  several  tribes, 
who  fled  thither  for  refuge  from  the  persecution  of  Dhu  Nowas.  Al 
Nooman,  surnamed  Abu  Kabus,  king  of  Hira,  who  was  slain  a  few 
months  before  Mohammed's  birth,  professed  himself  a  Christian  on  the 
following  occasion.  This  prince,  in  a  drunken  fit,  ordered  two  of  his 
intimate  companions,  who  overcome  with  liquor  had  fallen  asleep,  to 
be  buried  alive.  When  he  came  to  himself,  he  was  extremely  con- 
cerned at  what  he  had  done,  and  to  expiate  his  crime,  not  only  raised  a 
monument  to  the  memory  of  his  friends,  but  set  apart  two  days,  one  of 
which  he  called  the  unfortunate,  and  the  other  the  fortunate  day  ; 
making  it  a  perpetual  rule  to  himself,  that  whoever  met  him  on  the 
former  day  should  be  slain,  and  his  blood  sprinkled  on  the  monument, 
but  he  that  met  him  on  the  other  day  should  be  dismissed  in  safety, 
with  magnificent  gifts.  On  one  of  those  unfortunate  days  there  came 
before  him  accidentally  an  Arab,  of  the  tribe  of  Tay,  who  had  once 
entertained  this  king,  when  fatigued  with  hunting,  and  separated  from 
his  attendants.  The  king,  who  couid  neither  discharge  him,  contrary 
to  the  order  of  the  day,  nor  put  him  to  death,  against  the  laws  of  hos- 
pitality, which  the  Arabians  religiously  observe,  proposed,  as  an  expe- 
dient, to  give  the  unhappy  man  a  yearns  respite,  and  to  send  him  home 
with  rich  gifts  for  the  support  of  his  family,  on  condition  that  he  found 
a  surety  for  his  returning  at  the  year's  end  to  suffer  death.  One  of  the 
prince's  court,  out  of  compassion,  offered  himself  as  his  surety,  and  the 
Arab  was  discharged.  When  the  last  day  of  the  term  came,  and  no 
ncAVt,  of  the  Arab,  the  king,  not  at  all  displeased  to  save  his  host's  life, 
ordered  the  surety  to  pre]jare  himself  to  die.  Those  who  were  by  repre- 
sented to  the  king  that  the  day  was  not  yet  expired,  and  therefore  he 
ought  to  have  patience  till  the  evening :  but  in  the  middle  of  their  dis- 
course the  Arab  appeared.  The  king,  admiring  the  man's  generosity, 
in  offering  himself  to  certain  death,  whicii  he  might  have  avoided  by 
letting  his  surety  suffer,  asked  him  what  was  his  motive  for  his  so  doing? 
to  which  he  answered,  that  he  had  been  taught  to  act  in  that  manner 
by  the  religion  he  professed  ;  and  al  Nooman  demanding  what  religion 
that  was,  he  replied,  the  Christian.  Whereupon  the  king  desiring  to 
have  the  doctrines  of  Christianity  explained  to  him,  was  baptized,  he 
and  his  subjects ;  and  not  only  pardoned  the  man  and  his  surety,  but 

1  Vide  Gtegentii  disput.  cum  Herbano  Judaex 
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abolished  his  barbarous  custom/  This  prince,  however,  was  not  the 
first  king  of  Hira  who  embraced  Christianity;  al  Mondar,  his  grand- 
father, having  also  professed  the  same  faith,  and  built  large  churches  in 
his  capital.^ 

Since  Christianity  had  made  so  great  a  progress  in  Arabia,  we  may 
consequently  suppose  they  had  bishops  in  several  parts,  for  the  more 
orderly  governing  of  the  churches.  A  bishop  of  Dhafar  has  been  al- 
ready named,  and  we  are  told  that  Najran  was  also  a  bishop's  see.^ 
I'he  Jacobites  (of  which  sect  we  have  observed  the  Arabs  generally 
were)  had  two  bishops  of  the  Arabs  subject  to  their  Mafrian,  or  metro- 
pohtan  of  the  east ;  one  was  called  the  bishop  of  the  Arabs  absolute- 
ly, whose  seat  was  for  the  most  part  at  Akula,  which  some  others  make 
the  same  with  Cufa,*  others  a  different  town  near  Baghdad.^  The  other 
had  the  title  of  bishop  of  the  Scenite  Arabs,  of  the  tribe  of  Thaalab  in 
Hira,  or  Hirta,  as  the  Syrians  call  it,  whose  seat  was  in  that  city.  The 
Nestorians  had  but  one  bishop,  who  presided  over  both  these  dioceses 
of  Hira  and  Akula,  and  was  immediately  subject  to  their  patriarch.^ 

These  were  the  principal  religions  which  obtained  among  the  ancient 
Arabs ;  but  as  freedom  of  thought  was  the  natural  consequence  of  their 
political  liberty  and  independence,  some  of  them  fell  into  other  diffc 
rent  opinions.  The  Koreish,  in  particular,  were  infected  with  Zendic- 
ism,'  an  error  supposed  to  have  very  near  affinity  with  that  of  the  Sad- 
ducees  among  the  Jews,  and,  perhaps,  not  greatly  different  from  Deism; 
for  there  were  several  of  that  tribe,  even  before  the  time  of  Mohammed, 
who  worshipped  one  GOD,  and  were  free  from  idolatry,^  and  yet  em- 
braced none  of  the  other  religions  of  the  country. 

The  Arabians  before  Mohammed  were,  as  they  yet  are,  divided  into 
two  sorts,  those  who  dwell  in  cities  and  towns,  and  those  who  dwell  in 
tents.  The  former  lived  by  tillage,  the  cultivation  of  palm  trees,  breed- 
ing and  feeding  of  cattle,  and  the  exercise  of  all  sorts  of  trades,'  par- 
ticularly merchandising,^  wherein  they  were  very  eminent,  even  in  the 
time  of  Jacob.  The  tribe  of  Koreish  were  much  addicted  to  commerce, 
and  Mohammed,  in  his  younger  years,  was  brought  up  to  the  same 
business  ;  it  being  customary  for  the  Arabians  to  exercise  the  same 
trade  that  their  parents  did.^  The  Arabs  who  dwelt  in  tents,  employed 
themselves  in  pasturage,  and  sometimes  in  pillaging  of  passengers  ; 
they  lived  chiefly  on  the  milk  and  flesh  of  camels  ;  they  often  changed 
their  habitations,  as  the  convenience  of  water  and  of  pasture  for  their 
cattle  invited  them,  staying  in  a  place  no  longer  than  that  lasted,  and 
then  removing  in  search  of  other.'^  They  generally  wintered  in  Irak 
and  the  confines  of  Syria.  This  way  of  life  is  what  the  greater  part  of 
Ismael's  posterity  have  used,  as  more  agreeable  to  the  temper  and  way 
of  life  of  their  father  ;  and  is  so  well  described  by  a  late  author,^  that 
I  cannot  do  better  than  refer  the  reader  to  his  account  of  them. 

1  Al  Meidani  and  Ahmed  Ebn  Yusef,  apud  Poc.  Spec.  p.  72.  2  Abulfeda  ap.  eur.d.  p.  74. 
3  Safio'ddin  apud  Poc.  Spec.  p.  137.  4  Abulfarag  in  Chron.  Syriac,  MS.  ^  Abulfeda  in 

descr.  Iracae.        6  Vide  Assemani  Bibl.  Orienr.  T.  2.  in  Dissert,  de  Monophysitis,  and  p.  459. 
7  Al  Mostatraf,  apud  Poc.   Spec.  p.  136.  8  Vide  Reland.  de  Relig.   Moham.   p.  270,  and 

Millium  de  Mohammedisnio  ante  Moham.  p.  311.  1  These  seem  to  be  the  same  whom  M. 

LaRoque  calls  Moors.    Voy.  dans  la  Palestine,  p  no.         2  See  Prideaux's  Life. of  Mahomet, 
p.  6.  3^  Strabo,  1.  16,  p.  1129.  4  Idem  ibid.  p.  1084.  ^  La  Roque,  Voy.  dans  la 

Palestine,  p.  109,  &c. 
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The  Arabic  language  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  ancient  in  the 
world,  and  arose  soon  after,  if  not  at,  the  confusion  of  Babel.  There 
were  several  dialects  of  it,  very  different  from  each  other  :  the  most 
remarkable  were  that  spoken  by  the  tribes  of  Hamyar  and  the  other 
genuine  Arabs,  and  that  of  the  Koreish.  The  Hamyaritic  seems  to 
have  approached  nearer  to  the  purity  of  the  Syriac,  than  the  dialect  of 
any  other  tribe  ;  for  the  Arabs  acknowledge  their  father  Yarab  to  have 
been  the  first  whose  tongue  deviated  from  the  Syriac  (which  was  his 
mother  tongue,  and  is  almost  generally  acknowledged  by  the  Asiatics 
to  be  the  most  ancient)  to  the  Arabic.  The  dialect  of  the  Koreish  is 
usually  termed  the  pure  Arabic,  or,  as  the  Koran,  which  is  written  in 
this  dialect,  calls  it,  the  perspicuous  and  clear  Arabic  ;  perhaps,  says 
Dr.  Pocock,  because  Ismael,  their  father,  brought  the  Arabic  he  had 
learned  of  the  Jorhamites  nearer  to  the  original  Hebrew.  But  the 
politeness  and  elegance  of  the  dialect  of  the  Koreish,  is  rather  to  be 
attributed  to  their  having  the  custody  of  the  Caaba,  and  dwelling  in 
Mecca,  the  centre  of  Arabia,  as  well  more  remote  from  intercourse  svith 
foreigners,  who  might  corrupt  their  language,  as  frequented  by  the 
Arabs  from  the  country  all  around,  not  only  on  a  religious  account,  but 
also  for  the  composing  of  their  differences,  from  whose  discourse  and 
verses  they  took  whatever  words  or  phrases  they  judged  more  pure  and 
elegant  ;  by  which  means  the  beauties  of  the  whole  tongue  became 
transfused  into  this  dialect.  The  Arabians  are  full  of  the  commend- 
ations of  their  language,  and  not  altogether  without  reason ;  for  it  claims 
the  preference  of  most  others  in  many  respects,  as  being  very  Jiar- 
monious  and  expressive,  and  withal  so  copious,  that  they  say  no  man 
without  inspiration  can  be  perfect  master  of  it  in  its  utmost  extent ;  and 
yet  they  tell  us,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  greatest  part  of  it  has  been 
lost ;  which  will  not  be  thought  strange,  if  we  consider  how  late  the  art 
of  writing  was  practised  among  them.  For  though  it  was  known  to 
Job,"  their  countryman,  and  also  to  the  Hamyarites  (who  used  a  per- 
plexed character  called  al  Mosnad,  wherein  the  letters  were  not  dis- 
tinctly separate,  and  which  was  neither  publicly  taught,  nor  suffered  to 
be  used  without  permission  first  obtained)  many  centuries  before  Mo- 
hammed, as  appears  from  some  ancient  monuments,  said  to  be  remain- 
ing in  tlieir  character  ;  yet  the  other  Arabs,  and  those  of  Mecca  in 
particular,  were,  for  many  ages,  perfectly  ignorant  of  it,  unless  such  of 
them  as  were  Jews  or  Christians  ?  Moramer  Ebn  Morra  of  Anbar,  a 
city  of  Irak,  who  lived  not  many  years  before  Mohammed,  was  the 
inventor  of  the  Arabic  character,  which  Bashar  the  Kendian  is  said  to 
have  learned  from  those  of  Anbar,  and  to  have  introduced  at  Mecca 
but  a  little  while  before  the  institution  of  Mohammedism.  These  letters 
of  Moramer  were  different  from  the  Hamyaritic ;  and  though  they  were 
very  rude,  being  either  the  same  with,  or  very  much  like  the  Cufic,^ 
which  character  is  still  found  in  inscriptions  and  some  ancient  books, 
yet  they  were  those  which  the  Arabs  used  for  many  years,  the  Koran 
itself  being  at  first  written  therein  ;  for  the  beautiful  character  they 
now  use  was  first  formed  from  the  Cufic  by  Ebn  Moklah,  Wazir  (or 
Visir)  to  the  Khalif'^  al  Moktader,  al  Kaher,  and  al  R^di,  who  lived 

3  Job  xix.  23,  24.         2  See  Prideaux's  Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  29,  30.         ^  A  specimen  of  the 
Cufic  characVS£iiiay  be  seen  in  Sir  J.  Chardin's  Travels,  vol.  iii.  p.  119. 
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about  three  hundred  years  after  Mohammed,  and  was  brought  to  great 
perfection  by  AH  Ebn  Bowab,'^  who  flourished  in  the  following  century, 
and  whose  name  is  yet  famous  among  them  on  that  account ;  yet,  it  is 
said,  the  person  who  completed  it,  and  reduced  it  to  its  present  form, 
was  Yakut  al  Mostasemi,  secretary  to  al  Mostdsem,  the  last  of  the 
Khalifs  of  the  family  of  Abbas,  for  which  reason  he  was  surnamed  al 
Khattat,  or  the  Scribe. 

The  accomplishments  the  Arabs  valued  themselves  chiefly  on,  were, 
I.  Eloquence,  and  a  perfect  skill  in  their  own  tongue  ;  2.  Expertness  in 
the  use  of  arms,  and  horsemanship  ;  and  3.  Hospitality.'  The  first 
they  exercised  themselves  in,  by  composing  of  orations  and  poems. 
Their  orations  were  of  two  sorts,  metrical,  or  prosaic,  the  one  being 
compared  to  pearls  strung,  and  the  other  to  loose  ones.  They  en- 
deavoured to  excel  in  both,  and  whoever  was  able,  in  an  assembly,  to 
persuade  the  people  to  a  great  enterprise,  or  dissuade  them  from  a 
dangerous  one,  or  gave  them  other  wholesome  advice,  was  honoured 
with  the  title  of  Khateb,  or  orator,  which  is  now  given  to  the  Moham- 
medan preachers.  They  pursued  a  method  very  different  from  that  of 
the  Greek  and  Roman  orators  ;  their  sentences  being  like  loose  gems, 
without  connection,  so  that  this  sort  of  composition  struck  the  audience 
chiefly  by  the  fulness  of  the  periods,  the  elegance  of  the  expression,  and 
the  acuteness  of  the  proverbial  sayings  ;  and  so  persuaded  were  they 
of  their  excelling  in  this  way,  that  they  would  not  allow  any  nation  to 
understand  the  art  of  speaking  in  public,  except  themselves  and  the 
Persians  ;  which  last  were  reckoned  much  inferior  in  that  respect  to 
the  Arabians.^  Poetry  was  in  so  great  esteem  among  them,  that  it  was 
a  great  accomplishment,  and  a  proof  of  ingenuous  extraction,  to  be  able 
to  express  one's  self  in  verse  with  ease  and  elegance,  on  any  extra- 
ordinary occurrence  ;  and  even  in  their  common  discourse  they  made 
frequent  applications  to  celebrated  passages  of  their  famous  poets. 
In  their  poems  were  preserved  the  distinction  of  descents,  the  rights  of 
tribes,  the  memory  of  great  actions,  and  the  propriety  of  their  language  ; 
for  which  reasons  an  excellent  poet  reflected  an  honour  on  his  tribe,  so 
that  as  soon  as  any  one  began  to  be  admired  for  his  performances  of 
this  kind  in  a  tribe,  the  other  tribes  sent  publicly  to  congratulate  them 
on  the  occasion,  and  themselves  made  entertainments,  at  which  the 
women  assisted,  dressed  in  their  nuptial  ornaments,  singing  to  the 
sound  of  timbrels  the  happiness  of  their  tribe,  who  had  now  one  to 
protect  their  honour,  to  preserve  their  genealogies  and  the  purity  of 
their  language,  and  to  transmit  their  actions  to  posterity  ;^  for  this  was 
all  performed  by  their  poems,  to  which  they  were  solely  obliged  for 
their  knowledge  and  instructions,  moral  and  economical,  and  to  which 
they  had  recourse,  as  to  an  oracle,  in  all  doubts  and  difl"erences.'  No 
wonder,  then,  that  a  public  congratulation  was  made  on  this  account, 
which  honour  they  yet  were  so  far  from  making  cheap,  that  they  never 
did  it  but  on  one  of  these  three  occasions,  which  were  reckoned  great 
points  of  felicity,  viz.,  on  the  birth  of  a  boy,  the  rise  of  a  poet,  and  the 

4  Ebn  Khalican.  Yet  others  attribute  the  honour  of  the  invention  of  this  character  to  Ebn 
Moklah's  brother,  Abdallah  al  Hasan  ;  and  the  perfecting  of  it  to  Ebn  Amid  al  Kateb,  afcer  it 
had  been  reduced  to  near  the  present  form  by  Abd'alhamid.  Vide  D'Herbel.  Bibl.  Orient,  p. 
590,  108,  and  194.  1  Poc.  Orat.  ante  Carmen  Tograi,  p.  lo.         ^  Poc.  Spec.  i6i.         3  Ebn 

Rashik,  apud  Poc.  Spec.  i6o.        1  Poc.  Orat.  preefix.  Carm.  Tograi,  ubi  supra. 
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fall  of  a  foal  of  generous  breed.  To  keep  up  an  emulation  among  their 
poets,  the  tribes  had,  once  a  year,  a  general  assembly  at  Ocadh,'aplace 
famous  on  this  account,  and  where  they  kept  a  weekly  mart  or  fair, 
which  was  held  on  our  Sunday.^  This  annual  meeting  lasted  a  whole 
monthj  during  which  time  they  employed  themselves,  not  only  in  trading, 
but  in  repeating  their  poetical  compositions,  contending  and  vieing  with 
each  other  for  the  prize  ;  whence  the  place,  it  is  said,  took  its  name/- 
The  poems  that  were  judged  to  excel,  were  laid  up  in  their  kings' 
treasuries,  as  were  the  seven  celebrated  poems,  thence  called  al  Moal- 
lakat, rath-er  than  from  their  being  hungup  on  the  Caaba,  which  honour 
they  also  had  by  public  order,  being  written  on  Egyptian  silk,  and  in 
letters  of  gold  ;  for  which  reason  they  had  also  the  name  of  al  Mod- 
hahabat,  or  the  golden  verses.^ 

The  fair  and  assembly  at  0.cadh  were  suppressed  by  Mohammed, 
in  whose  time,  and  for  some-years  after,  poetry  seems  to  have  been  in 
some  degree  neglected  by  the  Arabs,  who  were  then  employed  in  their 
conquests  ;  which  being  completed,  and  themselves  at  peace,  not  only 
this  study  was  revived,^  but  almost  all  sorts  of  learning  were  encouraged 
and  greatly  improved  by  them.  This  interruption,  however,  occasioned 
the  loss  of  most  of  their  ancient  pieces  of  poetry,  which  were  then 
chiefly  preserved  by  memory ;  the  use  of  writing  being  rare  among 
them,  in  their  time  of  ignorance.^  Though  the  Arabs  were  so  early 
acquainted  with  poetry,  they  did  not  at  first  use  to  write  poems  of  a 
just  length,  but  only  expressed  themselves  in  verse  occasionally ;  nor 
was  their  prosody  digested  into  rules,  till  some  time  after  Mohammed  f 
for  this  was  done,  as  it  is  said,  by  al  Khalil  Ahmed  al  Farahidi,  who 
lived  in  the  reign  of  the  Khalif  Harun  al  Rashid.' 

The  exercise  of  arms  and  horsemanship  they  were  in  a  manner 
obliged  to  practise  and  encourage,  by  reason  of  the  independence  of 
their  tribes,  whose  frequent  jarrings  made  wars  almost  continual  ;  and 
they  chiefly  ended  their  disputes  in  field  battles,  it  being  a  usual  saying 
among  them  that  GOD  had  bestowed  four  peculiar  things  on  the  Arabs 
— that  their  turbans  should  be  to  them  instead  of  diadems,  their  tents 
instead  of  walls  and  houses,  their  swords  instead  of  entrenchments, 
and  their  poems  instead  of  written  laws.* 

Hospitality  was  so  habitual  to  them,  and  so  much  esteemed,  that  the 
examples  of  this  kind  among  them  exceed  whatever  can  be  produced 
from  other  nations.  Hatcm,  of  the  tribe  of  Tay,'  and  Hasn,  of  that 
of  Fezarah,^  were  particularly  famous  on  this  account  ;  and  the  contrary 
vice  was  so  much  in  contempt,  that  a  certain  poet  upbraids  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Waset,  as  with  the  greatest  reproach,  that  none  of  their  men 
had  the  heart  to  give,  nor  their  women  to  deny.* 

2  Idem,  Spec  p.  159.         3  Geogr.  Nub.  p.  51.  ^  Poc.  Spec.  159.  5  Ibid,  and  p.  381. 

Etin  calce  Notar.  in  Carmen  Tograi,  p.  233.  <5  Jallalo'ddin  al  Soyuti,  apud  Poc.  Spec.  p. 

159,  ^c.         7  Ibid.  160.  8  Ibid,  161.     Al  Safadi  confirms  this  by  a  story  of  a  prammarian 

named  Abu  Jaafar,  who  sittin?  by  the  Mikyas  or  Kilometer  in  Eg;ypt,  in  a  year  when  the 
Nile  did  not  ri^,e  to  its  usual  height,  so  that  a  famme  was  apprehended,  and  dividing  a  piece 
of  poeiry  mto  its  parts  or  teet,  to  examine  them  by  the  rules  of  art,  some  who  passed  by  not 
understanding  him,  imagined  he  was  uttering  a  charm  to  hinder  the  rise  of  the  river,  and 
pushed  liim  into  the  water,  where  he  lost  his  life.  '-^  Vide  Clericum  de  Prosod.  Arab.  p.  2. 
1  Pocock,  in  calce  Notar.  ad  Carmen  Tograi.  2  Videi  Gentii  Notas  in  Gulistan  Sheikh 

Sadi,  p.  486,  &c.  3  Poc.  Spec.  p.  48.  4  Ebn  al  Hobeirah,  apud  Poc.  in  not.  ad  Carmen 
Tograi,  p.  107. 
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Nor  were  the  Arabs  less  prepense  to  liberality  after  the  coming  of 
Mohammed  than  their  ancestors  had  been.  I  could  produce  many 
remarkable  instances  of  this  commendable  quality  among  them,^  but 
shall  content  myself  with  the  following.  Three  men  were  disputing 
in  the  court  of  the  Caaba,  which  was  the  most  liberal  person  among 
the  Arabs.  One  gave  the  preference  to  Abdallah,  the  son  of  Jaafar, 
the  uncle  of  Mohammed  ;  another  to  Kais  Ebn  Saad  Ebn  Obadah  ; 
and  the  third  gave  it  to  Arabah,  of  the  tribe  of  Aws.  After  much 
debate,  one  that  was  present,  to  end  the  dispute,  proposed  that  each 
of  them  should  go  to  his  friend  and  ask  his  assistance,  that  they  might 
see  what  every  one  gave,  and  form  a  judgment  accordingly.  This  was 
agreed  to  ;  and  Abdallah's  friend,  going  to  him,  found  him  with  his 
foot  in  the  stirrup,  just  mounting  his  camel  for  a  journey,  and  thus 
accosted  him  :  "  Son  of  the  uncle  of  the  apostle  of  God,  I  am  travelling 
and  in  necessity."  Upon  which  Abdallah  alighted,  and  bid  him  take 
the  camel  v/ith  all  that  was  upon  her,  but  desired  him  not  to  part  with 
a  sword  which  happened  to  be  fixed  to  the  saddle,  because  it  had  be- 
longed to  Ali,  the  son  of  Abutaleb,  So  he  took  the  camel,  and  found 
on  her  some  vests  of  silk  and  4,000  pieces  of  gold  ;  but  the  thing  of 
greatest  value  was  the  sword.  The  second  went  to  Kais  Ebn  Saad, 
whose  servant  told  him  that  his  master  was  asleep,  and  desired  to  know 
his  business.  The  friend  answered  that  he  came  to  ask  Kais's  assist- 
ance, being  in  want  on  the  road.  Whereupon  the  servant  said  that 
he  had  rather  supply  his  necessity  than  wake  his  master,  and  gave  him 
a  purse  of  7,000  pieces  of  gold,  assuring  him  that  it  was  all  the  money 
then  in  the  house.  He  also  directed  him  to  go  to  those  who  had  the 
charge  of  the  camels,  with  a  certain  token,  and  take  a  camel  and  a 
slave,  and  return  home  with  them.  When  Kais  awoke,  and  his  servant 
informed  him  of  what  he  had  done,  he  gave  him  his  freedom,  and 
asked  him  why  he  did  not  call  him, "  For,"  says  he,  "  I  would  have  given 
him  more."  The  third  man  went  to  Arabah,  and  met  him  coming  out 
of  his  house  in  order  to  go  to  prayers,  and  leaning  on  two  slaves,  be- 
cause his  eyesight  failed  him.  The  friend  no  sooner  made  known  his 
case,  but  Arabah  let  go  the  slaves,  and  clapping  his  hands  together, 
loudly  lamented  his  misfortune  in  having  no  money,  but  desired  him 
to  take  the  two  slaves,  which  the  man  refused  to  do,  till  Arabah  pro- 
tested that  if  he  would  not  accept  of  them  he  gave  them  their  liberty, 
and  leaving  the  slaves,  groped  his  way  along  by  the  wall.  On  the 
return  of  the  adventurers,  judgment  was  unanimously,  and  with  great 
justice,  given  by  all  who  were  present,  that  Arabah  was  the  most  gene- 
rous of  the  three. 

Nor  were  these  the  only  good  qualities  of  the  Arabs  ;  they  are  com 
mended  by  the  ancients  for  being  most  exact  to  their  words,*  and  re 
spectful  to  their  kindred.^     And  they  have  always  been  celebrated  for 
their  quickness  of  apprehension  and  penetration,  and  the  vivacity  of 
their  wit,  especially  those  of  the  desert.^ 

As  the  Arabs  have  their  excellencies,  so  have  they,  like  other  nations, 
their  defects  and  vices.     Their  own  writers  acknowledge  that  they  have 

5  Several  may  be  found  in  D'Herbelot's  Bibl.  Orient.,  particularly  in  the  articles  of  Hasan 
the  son  of  Ali,  Maan,  Fadhel,  and  Ebn  Yahya.  1  Herodot.  1.  3,  c.  8.  S  Strabo,  1.  16, 

p.  1129.         3  Vide  D'Herbel.  Bibl.  Orient,  p.  i«i. 


24  THE  PRELIMINARY  DISCOURSE.  sec.  I» 

a  natural  disposition  to  war,  bloodshed,  cruelty,  and  rapine,  being  so 
much  addicted  to  bear  malice  that  they  scarce  ever  forget  an  old 
grudge;  which  vindictive  temper  some  physicians  say  is  occasioned 
by  their  frequent  feeding  on  camels'  flesh  (the  ordinary  diet  of  the  Arabs 
ii  the  desert,  who  are  therefore  observed  to  be  most  inchned  to  these 
vices),  that  creature  being  most  malicious  and  tenacious  of  anger,'^  which 
account  suggests  a  good  reason  for  a  distinction  of  meats. 

The  frequent  robberies  committed  by  these  people  on  merchants  and 
travellers  have  rendered  the  name  of  an  Arab  almost  infamous  in 
Europe  ;  this  they  are  sensible  of,  and  endeavour  to  excuse  themselves 
by  alleging  the  hard  usage  of  their  father  Ismael,  who,  being  turned 
out  of  doors  by  Abraham,  had  the  open  plains  and  deserts  given  him 
by  God  for  his  patrimony,  with  permission  to  take  whatever  he  could 
find  there  ;  and  on  this  account  they  think  they  may,  with  a  safe  con- 
science, indemnify  themselves  as  well  as  they  can,  not  only  on  the 
posterity  of  Isaac,  but  also  on  everybody  else,  always  supposing  a  sort 
of  kindred  between  themselves  and  those  they  plunder.  And  in  re- 
lating their  adventures  of  this  kind,  they  think  it  sufficient  to  change 
the  expression,  and  instead  of  "  I  robbed  a  man  of  such  or  such  a 
thing,"  to  say,  "  I  gained  it."'  We  must  not,  however,  imagine  that  they 
are  the  less  honest  for  this  among  themselves,  or  towards  those  whorr 
they  receive  as  friends  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  strictest  probity  is  observed 
in  their  camp,  where  everything  is  open  and  nothing  ever  known  to  be 
stolen." 

The  sciences  the  Arabians  chiefly  cultivated  before  IVIohammedism, 
were  three  ;  that  of  their  genealogies  and  history,  such  a  knowledge 
of  the  stars  as  to  foretell  the  changes  of  weather,  and  the  interpreta- 
tion of  dreams.3  They  used  to  value  themselves  excessively  on  account 
of  the  nobility  of  their  families,  and  so  many  disputes  happened  on  that 
occasion,  that  it  is  no  wonder  if  they  took  great  pains  in  settling  their 
descents.  What  knowledge  they  had  of  the  stars  was  gathered  from 
long  experience,  and  not  from  any  regular  study,  or  astronomical  rules.'' 
The  Arabians,  as  the  Indians  also  did,  chiefly  applied  themselves  to 
observe  the  fixed  stars,  contrary  to  other  nations,  whose  observations 
were  almost  confined  to  the  planets,  and  they  foretold  their  effects  from 
their  influences,  not  their  nature  ;  and  hence,  as  has  been  said,  arose 
the  difference  of  the  idolatry  of  the  Greeks  and  Chaldeans,  who  chiefly 
worshipped  the  planets,  and  that  of  the  Indians,  who  worshipped  the 
fixed  stars.  The  stars  or  asterisms  they  most  usually  foretold  the 
weather  by,  were  those  they  called  Anwa,  or  the  houses  of  the  moon. 
These  are  28  in  number,  and  divide  the  zodiac  into  as  many  parts, 
through  one  of  which  the  moon  passes  every  night  ;5  as  some  of  them 
set  in  the  morning,  others  rise  opposite  to  them,  which  happens  every 
•hirteenth  night;  and  from  their  rising  and  setting,  the  Arabs,  by  long 
experience,  observed  what  changes  happened  in  the  air,  and  at  length, 
as  has  been  said,  came  to  ascribe  divine  power  to  them  ;  saying,  that 
their  rain  was  from  such  or  such  a  star  :  which  expression  Mohammed 
condemned,  and  rvbsolutely  forbade  them  to  use  it  in  the  old  sense  ; 

^  Vide  Poc.  Spec.  p.  87,  Bochart,  Hierozoic.  1.  2,  c.  i.       i  \'oyac:c  dans  la  Palest,  p.  220,  Sac, 
2  Ibid.  p.  213,  &c.  -^'Al  Shahrestani,  apud  Pocock  Orat.  ubi  sup.  p.  9,  and  Spec.  164. 

4  Abulfarag,  p.  161.        5  Vide  Hyde,  in  not.  ad  Tabulas  stellar,  fixar.  Ulugh  Beigh,  p.  5. 
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unless  they  meant  no  more  by  it,  than  that  GOD  had  so  ordered  the 
seasons,  that  when  the  moon  was  in  such  or  such  a  mansion  or  house, 
or  at  the  rising  or  setting  of  such  and  such  a  star,  it  should  rain  or  be 
windy,  hot  or  cold.' 

The  old  Arabians  therefore  seem  to  have  made  no  further  progress 
in  astronomy,  which  science  they  afterwards  cultivated  with  so  much 
success  and  applause,  than  to  observe  the  influence  of  the  stars  on  the 
weather,  and  to  give  them  names  ;  and  this  it  was  obvious  for  them  to 
do,  by  reason  of  their  pastoral  way  of  life,  lying  night  and  day  in  the 
open  plains.  The  names  they  imposed  on  the  stars  generally  alluded 
to  cattle  and  flocks,  and  they  were  so  nice  in  distinguishing  them,  that 
no  language  has  so  many  names  of  stars  and  asterisms  as  the  Arabic  ; 
for  though  they  have  since  borrowed  the  names  of  several  constellations 
from  the  Greeks,  yet  the  far  greater  part  are  of  their  own  growth,  and 
much  more  ancient,  particularly  those  of  the  more  conspicuous  stars, 
dispersed  in  several  constellations,  and  those  of  the  lesser  constellatioY:3 
which  are  contained  within  the  greater,  and  were  not  observed  or  named 
by  the  Greeks.^ 

Thus  have  I  given  the  most  succinct  account  I  have  been  able,  of  the 
state  of  the  ancient  Arabians  before  Mohammed,  or,  to  use  their  ex- 
pression, in  the  time  of  ignorance.  I  shall  now  proceed  briefly  to 
consider  the  state  of  religion  in  the  east,  and  of  the  two  great  empires 
which  divided  that  part  of  the  world  between  them,  at  the  time  of 
Mohammed's  setting  up  for  a  prophet,  and  what  were  the  conducive 
circumstances  and  accidents  that  favoured  his  success. 


SECTION    II. 

OF  THE  STATE  OF  CHRISTIANITY,  PARTICULARLY  OF  THE  EASTERN 
CHURCHES,  AND  OF  JUDAISM,  AT  THE  TIME  OF  MOHAMMED'S 
APPEARANCE;  AND  OF  THE  METHODS  TAKEN  BY  HIM  FOR  THE 
ESTABLISHING  HIS  RELIGION,  AND  THE  CIRCUMSTANCES  WHICH 
CONCURRED    THERETO. 

T  F  we  look  into  the  ecclesiastical  historians  even  from  the  third  cen- 
-*-  tury,  we  shall  find  the  Christian  world  to  have  then  had  a  very 
different  aspect  from  what  some  authors  have  represented  ;  and  so  far 
from  being  endued  with  active  graces,  zeal,  and  devotion,  and  esta- 
blished within  itself  with  purity  of  doctrine,  union,  and  firm  profession 
of  the  faith,'  that  on  the  contrary,  what  by  the  ambition  of  the  clergy, 
and  what  by  drawing  the  abstrusest  niceties  into  controversy,  and 
dividing  and  subdividing  about  them  into  endless  schisms  and  conten- 
tions, they  had  so  destroyed  that  peace,  love,  and  charity  from  among 

1  Vide  Poc.  Spec.  p.  163,  &c.  2  vide  Hyde  ubi  sup.  p.  4.  ^  Ricaut's  State  of  the 

Ottoman  Empire,  p.  187. 
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them,  which  the  Gospel  was  given  to  promote  ;  and  instead  thereof 
continually  provoked  each  other  to  that  malice,  rancour,  and  every  evil 
work  ;  that  they  had  lost  the  whole  substance  of  their  rehgion,  whil<^ 
they  thus  eagerly  contended  for  their  own  imaginations  concerning  it .: 
and  in  a  manner  quite  drove  Christianity  out  of  the  world  by  those  very 
controversies  in  which  they  disputed  with  each  other  about  it.'  In  these 
dark  ages  it  was  that  most  of  those  superstitions  and  corruptiorLS  we 
now  justly  abhor  in  the  church  of  Rome  were  not  only  broached,  but 
established  ;  which  gave  great  advantages  to  the  propagation  of  Mo- 
hammedism.  The  worship  of  saints  and  images,  in  particular,  was  then 
arrived  at  such  a  scandalous  pitch  that  it  even  surpassed  whatever  is 
now  practised  among  the  Romanists.^ 

After  the  Nicene  council,  the  eastern  church  was  engaged  in  perpetual 
controversies,  and  torn  to  pieces  by  the  disputes  of  the  Arians,  Sabel- 
lians,  Nestorians,  and  Eutychians  :  the  heresies  of  the  two  last  of  which 
have  been  shown  to  have  consisted  more  in  the  words  and  form  of  ex- 
pression than  in  the  doctrines  themselves  ;*  and  were  rather  the  pre- 
tences than  real  motives  of  those  frequent  councils  to  and  from  which 
the  contentious  prelates  were  continually  riding  post,  that  they  might 
bring  everything  to  their  own  will  and  pleasure/  And  to  support 
themselves  by  dependants  and  bribery,  the  clergy  in  any  credit  at  court 
undertook  the  protection  of  some  officer  in  the  army,  under  the  colour 
of  which  justice  was  publicly  sold,  and  all  corruption  encouraged. 

In  the  western  church  Damasus  and  Ursicinus  carried  their  contests 
at  Rome  for  the  episcopal  seat  so  high,  that  they  came  to  open  violence 
and  murder,  which  Viventius  the  governor  not  being  able  to  suppress, 
he  retired  into  the  country,  and  left  them  to  themselves,  till  Damasus 
prevailed.  It  is  said  that  on  this  occasion,  in  the  church  of  Sicininus, 
there  were  no  less  than  137  found  killed  in  one  day.  And  no  wonder 
they  were  so  fond  of  these  seats,  when  they  became  by  that  means  en- 
riched by  the  presents  of  matrons,  and  went  abroad  in  their  chariots 
and  sedans  in  great  state,  feasting  sumptuously  even  beyond  the  luxury 
of  princes,  quite  contrary  to  the  way  of  living  of  the  country  prelates, 
who  alone  seemed  to  have  some  temperance  and  modesty  left.' 

These  dissensions  were  greatly  owing  to  the  emperors,  and  particu- 
larly to  Constantius,  who,  confounding  the  pure  and  simple  Christian 
religion  with  anile  superstitions,  and  perplexing  it  with  intricate  ques- 
tions, instead  of  reconciling  different  opinions,  excited  many  disputes, 
which  he  fomented  as  they  proceeded  with  infinite  altercations.^  This 
grew  worse  in  the  time  of  Justinian,  who,  not  to  be  behind  the  bishops 
of  the  fifth  and  sixth  centuries  in  zeal,  thought  it  no  crime  to  condemn 
to  death  a  man  of  a  different  persuasion  from  his  own.* 

This  corruption  of  doctrine  and  morals  in  the  princes  and  clergy,  was 
necessarily  followed  by  a  general  depravity  of  the  people  ;•"  those  of  all 
conditions  making  it  their  sole  business  to  get  money  by  any  means, 

2  Prideaux's  preface  to  his  Lite  of  Mahomet.      3  Vide  La  Vie  de  Mahommed,  par  Boulain- 
viUiers,  p.  219.  &c.  "*  Vide  Simon,  Hist.  Crit.  de  la  creance,  &c.,  des  Nations  du  Levnnt. 

1  Ammian.  JNIarcellin.  1.  21.  Vide  etiam  Euseb.  Hist.  Eccles.  1.  S,  c.  i.  Sozom.  1.  i  c.  14^ 
&c.    Hilar,  and  Sulpic.   Sever,  in  Hist.   Sacr.  p.  112,  &c.  -  Ammian.   Marcellin.   lib.   27. 

^  Idem,  1.  21.         ^  Procop.  in  Anecd.  p.  Co.  ^  See  an  instnnce  of  the  wickedness  of  the 

Christian  army,  even  when  they  were  under  the  terror  of  the  Saracens,  in  Ockley's  Hist,  of 
the  Sarac,  vol.  i.  p.  23g. 
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and  then  to  squander  it  away  when  they  had  got  it  in  luxury  and  de' 
bauchery.^ 

But,  to  be  more  particular  as  to  the  nation  we  are  now  writing  of, 
Arabia  was  of  old  famous  for  heresies  -^  which  might  be  in  some  mea- 
sure attributed  to  the  liberty  and  independency  of  the  tribes.  Some 
of  the  Christians  of  that  nation  believed  the  soul  died  with  the  body, 
and  was  to  be  raised  again  with  it  at  the  last  day  •/  these  Origen  is  said 
to  have  convinced.^  Among  the  Arabs  it  was  that  the  heresies  of  Ebion, 
Beryllus,  and  the  Nazaraeans,^  and  also  that  of  the  Collyridians,  were 
broached,  or  at  least  propagated  ;  the  latter  introduced  the  Virgin 
Mary  for  GOD,  or  worshipped  her  as  such,  offering  her  a  sort  of  twisted 
cake  called  collyris^  whence  the  sect  had  its  name.'^ 

This  notion  of  the  divinity  of  the  Virgin  Mary  was  also  believed  by 
some  at  the  council  of  Nice,  who  said  there  were  two  gods  besides  the 
Father,  viz.,  Christ  and  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  were  thence  named 
Mariamites.5  Others  imagined  her  to  be  exempt  from  humanity,  and 
deified  ;  which  goes  but  little  beyond  the  Popish  superstition  in  calling 
her  the  complement  of  the  Trinity,  as  if  it  were  imperfect  without  her. 
This  foolish  imagination  is  justly  condemned  in  the  Koran^  as  idolatrous, 
and  gave  a  handle  to  Mohammed  to  attack  the  Trinity  itself. 

Other  sects  there  were  of  many  denominations  within  the  borders  of 
Arabia,  which  took  refuge  there  from  the  proscriptions  of  the  imperial 
edicts  ;  several  of  whose  notions  Mohammed  incorporated  with  his 
religion,  as  may  be  observed  hereafter. 

Though  the  Jews  were  an  inconsiderable  and  despised  people  in 
other  parts  of  the  world,  yet  in  Arabia,  whither  many  of  them  fled  from 
the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  they  grew  very  powerful,  several  tribes 
and  princes  embracing  their  religion  ;  which  made  Mohammed  at  first 
show  great  regard  to  them,  adopting  many  of  their  opinions,  doctrines, 
and  customs  ;  thereby  to  draw  them,  if  possible,  into  his  interest.  But 
that  people,  agreeably  to  their  wonted  obstinacy,  were  so  far  from  being 
his  proselytes,  that  they  were  some  of  the  bitterest  enemies  he  had, 
waging  continual  war  with  him,  so  that  their  reduction  cost  him  infinite 
trouble  and  danger,  and  at  last  his  life.  This  aversion  of  theirs  created 
at  length  as  great  a  one  in  him  to  them,  so  that  he  used  them,  for  the 
latter  part  of  his  life,  much  worse  than  he  did  the  Christians,  and  fre- 
quently exclaims  against  them  in  his  Koran  ;  his  followers  to  this  day 
observe  the  same  difference  between  them  and  the  Christians,  treating 
the  former  as  the  most  abject  and  contemptible  people  on  earth. 

It  has  been  observed  by  a  great  pohtician,^  that  it  is  impossible  a 
person  should  make  himself  a  prince  and  found  a  state  without  oppor- 
tunities. If  the  distracted  state  of  religion  favoured  the  designs  of 
Mohammed  on  that  side,  the  weakness  of  the  Roman  and  Persian 
monarchies  might  flatter  him  with  no  less  hopes  in  any  attempt  on 
those  once  formidable  empires,  either  of  which,  had  they  been  in  their 
full  vigour,  must  have  crushed  Mohammedism  in  its  birth  ;  whereas 
nothing  nourished  it  more  than  the  success  the  Arabians  met  with  in 

6  Vide  BoulainviU.  Vie  de  Mahom.  ubi  sup.  7  Vide  Sozomen.  Hist.  Eccles.  1.  i,  c.  16,  17. 
Sulpic.  Sever,  ubi  supra.  1  Euseb.   Hist.   Eccles.  1.  6,  c.  33.  2  Idem  ibid.  c.  37. 

'^  Epiphan.  de  Haeresi.  1.  i  ;  Haer.  40.  4  Idem  ibid.  1.  3  ;  Hseres,  75,  79.  ^  Elmacin. 

Eutych.        6  Cap.  5.        ^  Machiavelli,  Princ.  c.  6,  p.  19. 
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their  enterprises  against  those  powers,  which  success  they  failed  not 
to  attribute  to  their  new  rehgion  and  the  divine  assistance  thereof. 

The  Roman  empire  dechned  apace  after  Constantine,  whose  suc- 
cessors were  for  the  generahty  remarkable  for  their  ill  qualities,  espe- 
cially cowardice  and  cruelty.  By  Mohammed's  time,  the  western  half 
of  the  empire  was  overrun  by  the  Goths  ;  and  the  eastern  so  reduced 
by  the  Huns  on  the  one  side,  and  the  Persians  on  the  other,  that  it 
was  not  in  a  capacity  of  stemming  the  violence  of  a  powerful  invasion. 
The  emperor  Maurice  paid  tribute  to  the  Khagan  or  king  of  the  Huns; 
and  after  Phocas  had  murdered  his  master,  such  lamentable  havoc 
there  was  among  the  soldiers,  that  when  Heraclius  came,  not  above 
seven  years  after,  to  muster  the  army,  there  were  only  two  soldiers  left 
alive,  of  all  those  who  had  borne  arms  when  Phocas  first  usurped  the 
empire.  And  though  Heraclius  was  a  prince  of  admirable  courage  and 
conduct,  and  had  done  what  possibly  could  be  done  to  restore  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  army,  and  had  had  great  success  against  the  Persians, 
so  as  to  drive  them  not  only  out  of  his  own  dominions,  but  even  out  of 
part  of  their  own  ;  yet  still  the  very  vitals  of  the  empire  seemed  to  be 
mortally  wounded ;  that  there  could  no  time  have  happened  more  fatal 
to  the  empire  or  more  favourable  to  the  enterprises  of  the  Arabs,  who 
seem  to  have  been  raised  up  on  purpose  by  GOD,  to  be  a  scourge  to  the 
Christian  church,  for  not  living  answerably  to  that  most  holy  religion 
which  they  had  received.' 

The  general  luxury  and  degeneracy  of  manners  into  which  the 
Grecians  were  sunk,  also  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  enervating  their 
forces,  which  were  still  further  drained  by  those  two  great  destroyers, 
monachism  and  persecution. 

The  Persians  had  also  been  in  a  declining  condition  for  some  time 
before  Mohammed,  occasioned  chiefly  by  their  intestine  broils  and  dis- 
sensions ;  great  part  of  which  arose  from  the  devilish  doctrines  of 
Manes  and  Mazdak.  The  opinions  of  the  former  are  tolerably  well 
known  :  the  latter  lived  in  the  reign  of  Khosru  Kobad,  and  pretended 
himself  a  prophet  sent  from  God  to  preach  a  community  of  women 
and  possessions,  since  all  men  were  brothers  and  descended  from  the 
same  common  parents.  This  he  imagined  would  put  an  end  to  all 
feuds  and  quarrels  among  men,  which  generally  arose  on  account  of 
one  of  the  two.  Kobad  himself  embraced  the  opinions  of  this  impostor, 
to  whom  he  gave  leave,  according  to  his  new  doctrine,  to  lie  with  the 
queen  his  wife  ;  which  permission  Anushirwan,  his  son,  with  much 
difficulty  prevailed  on  Mazdak  not  to  make  use  of  These  sects  had 
certainly  been  the  immediate  ruin  of  the  Persian  empire,  had  not  Anu- 
shirwan, as  soon  as  he  succeeded  his  father,  put  Mazdak  to  death  with 
all  his  followers,  and  the  Manicheans  also,  restoring  the  ancient  Magian 
religion.' 

In  the  reign  of  this  prince,  deservedly  surnamed  the  Just,  Mohammed 
was  born.  He  was  the  last  king  of  Persia  who  deserved  the  throne, 
which  after  him  was  almost  perpetually  contended  for,  till  subverted  by 
the  Arabs.  His  son  Hormiiz  lost  the  love  of  his  subjects  by  his  exces- 
sive cruelty  ;  having  had  his  eyes  put  out  l^y  his  wife's  brothers,  he  was 

1  Ockley's  Hist,  of  the  Saracens,  vol.  i.  p.  19,  &c.        -  Vide  Poc.  Spec.  p.  70. 
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obliged  to  resign  the  crown  to  his  son  Khosru  Parviz,  who  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  Bahram  Chubin  had  rebelled  against  him,  and  was  afterwards 
strangled.  Parviz  was  soon  obliged  to  quit  the  throne  to  Bahram  ;  but 
obtaining  succours  of  the  Greek  emperor  Maurice,  he  recovered  the 
crown  :  yet  towards  the  latter  end  of  a  long  reign  he  grew  so  tyrannical 
and  hateful  to  his  subjects,  that  they  held  private  correspondence  with 
the  Arabs  ;  and  he  was  at  length  deposed,  imprisoned,  and  slain  by  his 
son  Sliiruyeh.'  After  Parviz  no  less  than  six  princes  possessed  the 
throne  in  less  than  six  years.  These  domestic  broils  effectually  brought 
ruin  upon  the  Persians  ;  for  though  they  did  rather  by  the  weakness  of 
the  Greeks,  than  their  own  force,  ravage  Syria,  and  sack  Jerusalem  and 
Damascus  under  Khosru  Parviz  ;  and,  while  the  Arabs  were  divided 
and  independent,  had  some  power  in  the  province  of  Yaman,  where 
they  set'  up  the  four  last  kings  before  Mohammed  ;  yet  when  attacked 
by  the  Greeks  under  Heraclius,  they  not  only  lost  their  new  conquests, 
but  part  of  their  own  dominions  ;  and  no  sooner  were  the  Arabs  united 
by  Mohammedism,  than  they  beat  them  in  every  battle,  and  in  a  few 
years  totally  subdued  them. 

As  these  empires  were  weak  and  declining,  so  Arabia,  at  Mohammed's 
setting  up,  was  strong  and  flourishing  ;  having  been  peopled  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Grecian  empire,  whence  the  violent  proceedings  of  the 
domineering  sects  forced  many  to  seek  refuge  in  a  free  country,  as 
Arabia  then  was,  where  they  who  could  not  enjoy  tranquillity  and  their 
conscience  at  home,  found  a  secure  retreat.  The  Arabians  were  not 
only  a  populous  nation,  but  unacquainted  with  the  luxury  and  delicacies 
of  the  Greeks  and  Persians,  and  inured  to  hardships  of  all  sorts  ;  living 
in  a  most  parsimonious  manner,  seldom  eating  any  flesh,  drinking  no 
wine,  and  sitting  on  the  ground.  Their  political  government  was  also 
such  as  favoured  the  designs  of  Mohammed  ;  for  the  division  and  in- 
dependency of  their  tribes  were  so  necessary  to  the  first  propagation  of 
his  religion,  and  the  foundation  of  his  power,  that  it  would  have  been 
scarce  possible  for  him  to  have  effected  either,  had  the  Arabs  been 
united  in  one  society.  But  when  they  had  embraced  his  religion,  the 
consequent  union  of  their  tribes  was  no  less  necessary  and  conducive 
to  their  future  conquests  and  grandeur. 

This  posture  of  public  affairs  in  the  eastern  world,  both  as  to  its 
religious  and  political  state,  it  is  more  than  probable  Mohammed  was 
well  acquainted  with  ;  he  having  had  sufficient  opportunities  of  inform- 
ing himself  in  those  particulars,  in  his  travels  as  a  merchant  in  his 
younger  years  :  and  though  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  his  views  at  first 
were  so  extensive  as  afterwards,  when  they  were  enlarged  by  his  good 
fortune,  yet  he  might  reasonably  promise  himself  success  in  his  first 
attempts  from  thence.  As  he  was  a  man  of  extraordinary  parts  and 
address,  he  knew  how  to  make  the  best  of  every  incident,  and  turn  what 
might  seem  dangerous  to  another,  to  his  own  advantage. 

Mohammed  came  into  the  world  under  some  disadvantages,  which 
he  soon  surmounted.  His  father  Abd'allah  was  a  younger  son-  of 
Abd'almotalleb,  and  dying  very  young  and  in  his  father's  lifetime,  left 

1  Vide  Teixeira,  Relaciones  de  los  Reyes  de  Persia,  p.  195,  &c.  2  He  was  not  his  eldest 
son,  as  Dr.  Prideaux  tells  us,  whose  reflections  built  on  that  foundation  must  necessarily  fail 
(see  his  Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  9)  ;  nor  yet  his  youngest  son,  as  M.  de  BoulainvilHers  (Vie  de  Ma- 
hommed,  p.  182,  &c  )  supposes;  for  Hamaft  and  al  Abbas  were  both  younger  than  Abd'allah. 
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his  widow  and  infant  son  in  very  mean  circumstances,  his  whole  sub- 
stance consisting  but  of  five  camels  and  one  Ethiopian  she-slave.' 
Abd'almotalleb  was  therefore  obliged  to  take  care  of  his  grandchild 
Mohammed,  which  he  not  only  did  during  his  life,  but  at  his  death 
enjoined  his  eldest  son  Abu  Taleb,  who  was  brother  to  Abd'allah  by 
the  same  mother,  to  provide  for  him  for  the  future  ;  which  he  very 
affectionately  did,  and  instructed  him  in  the  business  of  a  merchant, 
which  he  followed  ;  and  to  that  end  he  took  him  with  him  into  Syria 
when  he  was  but  thirteen,  and  afterward  recommended  him  to  Khadijah, 
a  noble  and  rich  widow,  for  her  factor,  in  whose  service  he  behaved 
himself  so  well,  that  by  making  him  her  husband  she  soon  raised  him 
to  an  equality  with  the  richest  in  Mecca. 

After  he  began  by  this  advantageous  match  to  live  at  his  ease,  it 
was  that  he  formed  the  scheme  of  establishing  a  new  religion,  or,  as 
he  expressed  it,  of  replanting  the  only  true  and  ancient  one,  professed 
by  Adam,  Noah,  Abraham,  Moses,  Jesus,  and  all  the  prophets,*  by 
destroying  the  gross  idolatry  into  which  the  generality  of  his  country- 
men had  fallen,  and  weeding  out  the  corruptions  and  superstitions 
which  the  latter  Jews  and  Christians  had,  as  he  thought,  introduced 
into  their  religion,  and  reducing  it  to  its  original  purity,  which  consisted 
chiefly  in  the  worship  of  one  only  GOD. 

Whether  this  was  the  effect  of  enthusiasm,  or  only  a  design  to  raise 
himself  to  the  supreme  government  of  his  country,  I  will  not  pretend 
to  determine.  The  latter  is  the  general  opinion  of  Christian  writers, 
who  agree  that  ambition,  and  the  desire  of  satisfying  his  sensuality, 
were  the  motives  of  his  undertaking.  It  may  be  so ;  yet  his  first  views, 
perhaps,  were  not  so  interested.  His  original  design  of  bringing  the 
pagan  Arabs  to  the  knowledge  of  the  true  GOD,  was  certainly  noble, 
and  highly  to  be  commended;  for  I  cannot  possibly  subscribe  to  the 
assertion  of  a  late  learned  writer,^  that  he  made  that  nation  exchange 
their  idolatry  for  another  religion  altogether  as  bad.  Mohammed  was 
no  doubt  fully  satisfied  in  his  conscience  of  the  truth  of  his  grand 
point,  the  unity  of  God,  which  was  what  he  chiefly  attended  to ;  all 
his  other  doctrines  and  institutions  being  rather  accidental  and  un- 
avoidable, than  premeditated  and  designed. 

Since  then  Mohammed  was  certainly  himself  persuaded  of  his  grand 
article  of  faith,  which,  in  his  opinion,  was  violated  by  all  the  rest  of  the 
world ;  not  only  by  the  idolaters,  but  by  the  Christians,  as  well  those 
who  rightly  worshipped  Jesus  as  GoD,  as  those  who  superstitiously 
adored  the  Virgin  Mary,  saints,  and  images ;  and  also  by  the  Jews, 
who  are  accused  in  the  Koran  of  taking  Ezra  for  the  son  of  GOD  ;♦  it 
is  easy  to  conceive  that  he  might  think  it  a  meritorious  work  to  rescue 
the  world  from  such  ignorance  and  superstition;  and  by  degrees,  with 
the  help  of  a  warm  imagination,  which  an  Arab  seldom  wants,^  to  sup- 
pose himself  destined  by  providence  for  the  effecting  that  great  re- 
formation. And  this  fancy  of  his  might  take  still  deeper  root  in  his 
mind,  during  the  solitude  he  thereupon  affected,  usually  retiring  for  a 
month  in  the  year  to  a  cave  in  Mount  Hara,  near  Mecca.  One  thing 
which  may  be  probably  urged  against  the  enthusiasm  of  this  prophet  of 

1  Abulfeda,  Vit.  Moham.  p.  2.  2  See  Kor.  c.  2.  3  Prideaux's  Lif.;  of  Mahomet,  p.  76. 
^  Kor.  c.  9.        5  See  Cai^aub.  of  Enthusiasm,  p.  148. 


SEC.  II.  THE  PRELIMINARY  DISCOURSE.  35 

the  Arabs,  is  the  wise  conduct  and  great  prudence  he  all  along  showed 
in  pursuing  his  design,  which  seem  inconsistent  with  the  wild  notions 
of  a  hot-brained  religionist.  But  though  all  enthusiasts  or  madmen 
do  not  behave  with  the  same  gravity  and  circumspection  that  he  did, 
yet  he  will  not  be  the  first  instance,  by  several,  of  a  person  who  has 
been  out  of  the  way  only  quoad  hoc,  and  in  all  other  respects  acted 
with  the  greatest  decency  and  precaution. 

The  terrible  destruction  of  the  eastern  churches,  once  so  glorious 
and  flourishing,  by  the  sudden  spreading  of  Mohammedism,  and  the 
great  successes  of  its  professors  against  the  Christians,  necessarily  in- 
spire a  horror  of  that  religion  in  those  to  whom  it  has  been  so  fatal ; 
and  no  wonder  if  they  endeavour  to  set  the  character  of  its  founder, 
and  its  doctrines,  in  the  most  infamous  light.  But  the  damage  done 
by  Mohammed  to  Christianity  seems  to  have  been  rather  owing  to  his 
ignorance  than  malice ;  for  his  great  misfortune  was,  his  not  having  a 
competent  knowledge  of  the  real  and  pure  doctrines  of  the  Christian 
religion,  which  was  in  his  time  so  abominably  corrupted,  that  it  is  not 
surprising  if  he  went  too  far,  and  resolved  to  abolish  what  he  might 
think  incapable  of  reformation. 

It  is  scarce  to  be  doubted  but  that  Mohammed  had  a  violent  desire 
of  being  reckoned  an  extraordinary  person,  which  he  could  attain  to 
by  no  means  more  effectually,  than  by  pretending  to  be  a  messenger 
sent  from  GOD,  to  inform  mankind  of  his  will.  This  might  be  at  first 
his  utmost  ambition ;  and  had  his  fellow-citizens  treated  him  less  in- 
juriously, and  not  obliged  him  by  their  persecutions  to  seek  refuge 
elsewhere,  and  to  take  up  arms  against  them  in  his  own  defence,  he 
had  perhaps  continued  a  Drivate  person,  and  contented  himself  with 
the  veneration  and  respect  due  to  his  prophetical  office ;  but  being  once 
got  at  the  head  of  a  little  army,  and  encouraged  by  success,  it  is  no 
wonder  if  he  raised  his  thoughts  to  attempt  what  had  never  before 
entered  into  his  imagination. 

That  Mohammed  was,  as  the  Arabs  are  by  complexion,'  a  great 
lover  of  women,  we  are  assured  by  his  own  confession ;  and  he  is  con- 
stantly upbraided  with  it  by  the  controversial  writers,  who  fail  not  to 
urge  the  number  of  women  with  whom  he  had  to  do,  as  a  demonstra- 
tive argument  of  his  sensuality,  which  they  think  sufficiently  proves  him 
to  have  been  a  wicked  man,  and  consequently  an  impostor.  But  it 
must  be  considered  that  polygamy,  though  it  be  forbidden  by  the 
Christian  religion,  was  in  Mohammed's  time  frequently  practised  in 
Arabia  and  other  parts  of  the  east,  and  was  not  counted  an  immorality, 
nor  was  a  man  worse  esteemed  on  that  account  ;  for  which  reason 
Mohammed  permitted  the  plurality  of  wives,  with  certain  limitations, 
among  his  own  followers,  who  argue  for  the  lawfulness  of  it  from 
several  reasons,  and  particularly  from  the  examples  of  persons  allowed 
on  all  hands  to  have  been  good  men ;  some  of  whom  have  been  ho- 
noured with  the  divine  correspondence.  The  several  laws  relating  to 
marriages  and  divorces,  and  the  peculiar  privileges  granted  to  Mo- 
hammed in  his  Koran,  were  almost  all  taken  by  him  from  the  Jewish 
decisions,  as  will  appear  hereafter ;  and  therefore  he  might  think  those 

J  Ammian.  Marcell.  1   14,  c.  4. 
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institutions  the  more  just  and  reasonable,  as  he  found  them  practised 
or  approved  by  the  professors  of  a  religion  which  was  confessedly  of 
divine  original. 

But  whatever  were  his  motives,  Mohammed  had  certainly  the  per- 
sonal qualifications  which  were  necessary  to  accomphsh  his  undertak- 
ing. The  Mohammedan  authors  are  excessive  in  their  commendations 
of  him,  and  speak  much  of  his  religious  and  moral  virtues  ;  as  his 
piety,  veracity,  justice,  liberality,  clemency,  humility,  and  abstinence. 
His  charity,  in  particular,  they  say,  was  so  conspicuous,  that  he  had 
seldom  any  money  in  his  house,  keeping  no  more  for  his  own  use  than 
was  just  sufficient  to  maintain  his  family ;  and  he  frequently  spared 
even  some  part  of  his  own  provisions  to  supply  the  necessities  of  the 
poor ;  so  that  before  the  year's  end  he  had  generally  little  or  nothing 
left :'  "  God,"  says  al  Bokhari,  "  offered  him  the  keys  of  the  treasures 
of  the  earth,  but  he  would  not  accept  them."  Though  the  eulogies  of 
these  writers  are  justly  to  be  suspected  of  partiality,  yet  thus  much,  I 
think,  may  be  inferred  from  thence,  that  for  an  Arab  who  had  been 
educated  in  Paganism,  and  had  but  a  very  imperfect  knowledge  of  his 
duty,  he  was  a  man  of  at  least  tolerable  morals,  and  not  such  a  monster 
of  wickedness  as  he  is  usually  represented.  And  indeed  it  is  scarce 
possible  to  conceive,  that  a  wretch  of  so  profligate  a  character  should 
ever  have  succeeded  in  an  enterprise  of  this  nature ;  a  little  hypocrisy 
and  saving  of  appearances,  at  least,  must  have  been  absolutely  neces- 
sary; and  the  sincerity  of  his  intentions  is  what  I  pretend  not  to  inquire 
into. 

He  had  indisputably  a  very  piercing  and  sagacious  wit,  and  was 
thoroughly  versed  in  all  the  arts  of  insinuation.'  The  eastern  histo- 
rians describe  him  to  have  been  a  man  of  an  excellent  judgment,  and 
a  happy  memory ;  and  these  natural  parts  were  improved  by  a  great 
experience  and  knowledge  of  men,  and  the  observations  he  had  made 
in  his  travels.  They  say  he  was  a  person  of  few  words,  of  an  equal 
cheerful  temper,  pleasant  and  familiar  in  conversation,  of  inoffensive 
behaviour  towards  his  friends,  and  of  great  condescension  towards  his 
inferiors.3  To  all  which  were  joined  a  comely  agreeable  person,  and  a 
polite  address ;  accomplishments  of  no  small  service  in  preventing  those 
in  his  favour  whom  he  attempted  to  persuade. 

As  to  acquired  learning,  it  is  confessed  he  had  none  at  all ;  having 
had  no  other  education  than  what  was  customary  in  his  tribe,  whe? 
neglected,  and  perhaps  despised,  what  we  "^all  literature  ;  esteemin"- 
no  language  in  comparison  with  their  own,  their  skill  in  which  they 
gained  by  use  and  not  by  books,  and  contenting  themselves  with  im- 
proving their  private  experience  by  committing  to  memory  such  pas- 
sages of  their  poets  as  they  judged  might  be  of  use  to  them  in  life. 
This  defect  was  so  far  from  being  prejudicial  or  putting  a  stop  to  his 
design,  that  he  made  the  greatest  use  of  it ;  insisting  that  the  writings 
which  he  produced  as  revelations  from  God,  could  not  possibly  be  a 
forgery  of  his  own ;  because  it  was  not  conceivable  that  a  person  who 
could  neither  write  nor  read  should  be  able  to  compose  a  l^ook  of  such 
excellent  doctrine,  and  in  so  elegant  a  style ;  and  thereby  obviating 

1  Vide  Abulfcda  Vit.  Moham.  p.  144,  &c.  -  Vide  Prid.  Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  105. 

■■^Vide  Abulfed.  ubi  sup. 
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an  objection  that  might  have  carried  a  great  deal  of  weight.'  And  for 
this  reason  his  followers,  instead  of  being  ashamed  of  their  master's 
ignorance,  glory  in  it,  as  an  evident  proof  of  his  divine  mission,  and 
scruple  not  to  call  him  (as  he  is  indeed  called  in  the  Koran  itself^)  the 
"  illiterate  prophet." 

The  scheme  of  religion  which  Mohammed  framed,  and  the  design 
and  artful  contrivance  of  those  written  revelations  (as  he  pretended 
them  to  be)  which  compose  his  Koran,  shall  be  the  subject  of  the 
following  sections  :  I  shall  therefore  in  the  remainder  of  this  relate,  as 
briefly  as  possible,  the  steps  he  took  towards  the  effecting  of  his  enter- 
prise, and  the  accidents  which  concurred  to  his  success  therein. 

Before  he  made  any  attempt  abroad,  he  rightly  judged  that  it  was 
necessary  for  him  to  begin  by  the  conversion  of  his  own  household. 
Having  therefore  retired  with  his  family,  as  he  had  done  several  times 
before,  to  the  above-mentioned  cave  in  Mount  Hara,  he  there  opened 
the  secret  of  his  mission  to  his  wife  Khadijah  ;  and  acquainted  her 
that  the  angel  Gabriel  had  just  before  appeared  to  him,  and  told  him 
that  he  was  appointed  the  apostle  of  GOD  :  he  also  repeated  to  her  a 
passage^  which  he  pretended  had  been  revealed  to  him  by  the  ministry 
of  the  angel,  with  those  other  circumstances  of  his  first  appearance, 
which  are  related  by  the  Mohammedan  writers.  Khadijah  received 
the  news  with  great  joy,'  swearing  by  him  in  whose  hands  her  soul 
was,  that  she  trusted  he  would  be  the  prophet  of  his  nation,  and  imme- 
diately communicated  what  she  had  heard  to  her  cousin,  Warakah  Ebn 
Nawfal,  who,  being  a  Christian,  could  write  in  the  Hebrew  character, 
and  was  tolerably  well  versed  in  the  scriptures  ;'  and  he  as  readily  came 
into  her  opinion,  assuring  her  that  the  same  angel  who  had  formerly 
appeared  unto  Moses  was  now  sent  to  Mohammed. ^  This  first  over- 
ture the  prophet  made  in  the  month  of  Ramadan,  in  the  fortieth  year 
of  his  age,  which  is  therefore  usually  called  the  year  of  his  mission. 

Encouraged  by  so  good  a  beginning,  he  resolved  to  proceed,  and  try 
for  some  time  what  he  could  do  by  private  persuasion,  not  daring  to 
hazard  the  whole  affair  by  exposing  it  too  suddenly  to  the  public.  He 
soon  made  proselytes  of  those  under  his  own  roof,  viz.,  his  wife 
Khadijah,  his  servant  Zeid  Ebn  Haretha  (to  whom  he  gave  his  freedom'* 
on  that  occasion,  which  afterwards  became  a  rule  to  his  followers),  and 
his  cousin  and  pupil  Ali,  the  con  of  Abu  Taleb,  though  then  very  young  : 
but  this  last,  making  no  account  of  the  other  two,  used  to  style  himself 
the  "  first  of  believers."  The  next  person  Mohammed  applied  to  was 
Abdallah  Ebn  Abi  Kohafa,  surnamed  Abu  Beer,  a  man  of  great 
authority  among  the  Koreish,  and  one  whose  interest  he  well  knev/ 
would  be  of  great  service  to  him,  as  it  soon  appeared,  for  Abu  Beer 
being  gained  over,  prevailed  also  on  Othman  Ebn  Affan,  Abd'alrahman 
Ebn  Awf,  Saad  Ebn  Abi  Wakkas,  al  Zobeir  Ebn  al  Awam,  and  Telha 
Ebn  Obeid'allah,  all  principal  men  in  Mecca,  to  follow  his  example. 

1  See  Kcr.  c.  29.     Prid.  Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  28,  &c.  2  Chap.  7.  3  This  passage  is 

generally  agreed  to  be  the  first  five  verses  of  the  96th  chapter.  1  I  do  not  remember  to 

have  read  in  any  eastern  author,  that  Khadijah  ever  rejected  her  husband's  pretences  as 
delusions,  or  suspected  him  of  any  imposture.  Yet  see  Prideaux's  Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  11,  &c. 
2  Vide  Poc.  Spec.  p.  157.  3  Vide  Abulfed.  Vit.  Moham.  w  16,  where  the  learned  translator 
has  mistaken  the  meaning  of  this  passage.  ■*  For  he  was  his  purchased  slave,  as  Abulfeda 

expressly  tells  us,  and  not  his  cousin-german,  as  M.  de  Boulainvil!.  asserts  (Vie  de  Mah.  p.  273  . 
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These  men  were  the  six  chief  companions,  who,  w^ith  a  few  more,  were 
converted  in  the  space  of  three  years,  at  the  end  of  which,  Mohammed 
having,  as  he  hoped,  a  sufficient  interest  to  support  him,  made  his 
mission  no  longer  a  secret,  but  gave  out  that  God  had  commanded 
him  to  admonish  his  near  relations  \^  and  in  order  to  do  it  with  more 
convenience  and  prospect  of  success,  he  directed  Ali  to  prepare  an 
entertainment,  and  invite  the  sons  and  descendants  of  Abd'almotalleb, 
intending  then  to  open  his  mind  to  them  ;  this  was  done,  and  about 
forty  of  them  came ;  but  Abu  Laheb,  one  of  his  uncles,  making  the 
company  break  up  before  Mohammed  had  an  opportunity  of  speaking, 
obliged  him  to  give  them  a  second  invitation  the  next  day  ;  and  when 
they  were  come,  he  made  them  the  following  speech  :  "  I  know  no  man 
in  all  Arabia  who  can  offer  his  kindred  a  more  excellent  thing  than  I 
now  do  you.  I  offer  you  happiness,  both  in  this  life  and  in  that  which 
is  to  come.  God  Almighty  hath  commanded  me  to  call  you  unto  him  ; 
who  therefore  among  you  will  be  assisting  to  me  herein,  and  become 
my  brother  and  my  vicegerent?"  All  of  them  hesitating,  and  declining 
the  matter,  Ali  at  length  rose  up  and  declared  that  he  would  be  his 
assistant,  and  vehemently  threatened  those  who  should  oppose  him. 
Mohammed  upon  this  embraced  Ali  with  great  demonstrations  of 
affection,  and  desired  all  who  were  present  to  hearken  to  and  obey  him 
as  his  deputy,  at  which  the  company  broke  out  into  great  laughter, 
telling  Abu  Taleb  that  he  must  now  pay  obedience  to  his  son. 

This  repulse  however  was  so  far  from  discouraging  Mohammed,  that 
he  began  to  preach  in  public  to  the  people,  Avho  heard  him  with  some 
patience,  till  he  came  to  upbraid  them  with  the  idolatry,  obstinacy,  and 
perverseness  of  themselves  and  their  fathers,  which  so  highly  provoked 
them  that  they  declared  themselves  his  enemies,  and  would  soon  have 
procured  his  ruin  had  he  not  been  protected  by  Abu  Taleb.  The  chief 
of  the  Koreish  warmly  solicited  this  person  to  desert  his  nephew, 
making  frequent  remonstrances  against  the  innovations  he  was  attempt- 
ing, which  proving  ineffectual,  they  at  length  threatened  him  with  an 
open  rupture  if  he  did  not  prevail  on  Mohammed  to  desist.  At  this- 
Abu  Taleb  was  so  far  moved  that  he  earnestly  dissuaded  his  nephew 
from  pursuing  the  affair  any  farther,  representing  the  great  danger  he 
and  his  friends  must  otherwise  run.  But  Mohammed  was  not  to  be 
intimidated,  telling  his  uncle  plainly  "  that  if  they  set  the  sun  against 
him  on  his  right  hand,  and  the  moon  on  his  left,  he  would  not  leave  his 
enterprise  ; "  and  Abu  Taleb,  seeing  him  so  firmly  resolved  to  proceed, 
used  no  further  arguments,  but  promised  to  stand  by  him  against  all 
his  enemies.*' 

The  Koreish,  finding  they  could  prevail  neither  by  fair  words  nor 
menaces,  tried  what  they  could  do  by  force  and  ill-treatment,  using 
Mohammed's  followers  so  very  injuriously  that  it  was  not  safe  for  them 
to  continue  at  Mecca  any  longer:  whereupon  Mohammed  gave  leave 
to  such  of  them  as  had  not  friends  to  protect  them,  to  seek  for  refuge 
elsewhere.  And  accordingly,  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  prophet's  mission, 
sixteen  of  them,  four  of  whom  were  women,  fled  into  Ethiopia  ;  and 
among  them  Othman  Ebn  Affan  and  his  wife  Rakiah,  Mohammed's 

*  Kor.  c.  74.     See  the  notes  thereon.         ^  Abulfeda  ubi  supra. 
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daughter.  This  was  the  first  flight ;  but  afterwards  several  others  fol- 
lowed them,  retiring  one  after  another,  to  the  number  of  eighty-three 
men  and  eighteen  women,  besides  children.'  These  refugees  were 
kindly  received  by  the  Najashi,'  or  king  of  Ethiopia,  who  refused  to 
deliver  them  up  to  those  whom  the  Koreish  sent  to  demand  them,  and, 
as  the  Arab  writers  unanimously  attest,  even  professed  the  Moham- 
tnedan  religion. 

In  the  sixth  year  of  his  mission^  Mohammed  had  the  pleasuire  of  see- 
ing his  party  strengthened  by  the  conversion  of  his  uncle  Hamza,  a  man 
of  great  valour  and  merit,  and  of  Omar  Ebn  al  Khattab,  a  person  highly 
esteemed,  and  once  a  violent  opposer  of  the  prophet.  As  persecution 
generally  advances  rather  than  obstructs  the  spreading  of  a  religion, 
Islamism  made  so  great  a  progress  among  the  Arab  tribes,  that  the 
Koreish,  to  suppress  it  effectually,  if  possible,  in  the  seventh  year  of 
Mohammed's  mission,"^  made  a  solemn  league  or  covenant  against  the 
Hashemites  and  the  family  of  al  Motalleb,  engaging  themselves  to  con- 
tract no  marriages  with  any  of  them,  and  to  have  no  communication 
with  them  ;  and  to  give  it  the  greater  sanction,  reduced  it  into  writing, 
and  laid  it  up  in  the  Caaba.  Upon  this  the  tribe  became  divided  into 
two  factions  ;  and  the  family  of  Hashem  all  repaired  to  Abu  Taleb,  as 
their  head  ;  except  only  Abd'al  Uzza,  surnamed  Abu  Laheb,  who,  out 
of  his  inveterate  hatred  to  his  nephew  and  his  doctrine,  went  over  to 
the  opposite  party,  whose  chief  was  Abu  Sofian  Ebn  Harb,  of  the  family 
of  Ommeya. 

The  families  continued  thus  at  variance  for  three  years  ;  but  in  the 
tenth  year  of  his  mission,  Mohammed  told  his  uncle  Abu  Taleb  that 
God  had  manifestly  showed  his  disapprobation  of  the  league  which  the 
Koreish  had  made  against  them,  by  sending  a  worm  to  eat  out  every 
word  of  the  instrument  except  the  name  of  GOD.  Of  this  accident 
Mohammed  had  probably  some  private  notice  ;  for  Abu  Taleb  went 
immediately  to  the  Koreish  and  acquainted  them  with  it ;  offering,  if  it 
proved  false,  to  deliver  his  nephew  up  to  them ;  but  in  case  it  were  true, 
he  insisted  that  they  ought  to  lay  aside  their  animosity,  and  annul  the 
league  they  had  made  against  the  Hashemites.  To  this  they  acquiesced, 
and  going  to  inspect  the  writing,  to  their  great  astonishment  found  it 
to  be  as  Abu  Taleb  had  said  ;  and  the  league  was  thereupon  declared 
void. 

In  the  same  year  Abu  Taleb  died,  at  the  age  of  above  fourscore ;  and 
it  is  the  general  opinion  that  he  died  an  infidel,  though  others  say  that 
when  he  was  at  the  point  of  death  he  embraced  IMohammedism,  and 
produce  some  passages  out  of  his  poetical  compositions  to  confirm  their 
assertion.  About  a  month,  or  as  some  write,  three  days  after  the  death 
of  this  great  benefactor  and  patron,  Mohammed  had  the  additional 
mortification  to  lose  his  wife  Khadijah,  who  had  so  generously  made 
his  fortune.    For  which  reason  this  year  is  called  the  year  of  mourning.' 

On  the  death  of  these  two  persons  the  Koreish  began  to  be  more 
troublecome  than  ever  to  their  prophet,  and  especially  some  who  had 
formerly  been  his  intimate  friends  ;  insomuch  that  he  found  himself 

1  Idem,  Ebn  Shohnah.  '"  Dr.  Prideaux  seems  to  take  this  word  for  a  proper  name,  but 

it  is  only  the  title  the  Arabs  give  to  every  king  of  this  country.     See  his  Life  of  Mahomet,  p.= 
55         3  Ebn  Shohnah.        4AlJannabi.         1  Abulfed.  p.  28.     Ebn  Shohnah. 
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obliged  to  seek  for  shelter  elsewhere,  and  first  pitched  upon  Tayet, 
about  sixty  miles  east  from  Mecca,  for  the  place  of  his  retreat.  Thither 
therefore  he  went,  accompanied  by  his  servant  Zeid,  and  applied  him- 
self to  two  of  the  chief  of  the  tribe  of  Thakif,  who  were  the  inhabitants 
of  that  place  ;  but  they  received  him  very  coldly.  However,  he  stayed 
there  a  month  ;  and  some  of  the  more  considerate  and  better  sort  of 
men  treated  him  with  a  little  respect:  but  the  slaves  and  mferior  people 
at  length  rose  against  him,  and  bringing  him  to  the  wall  of  the  city, 
obliged  him  to  depart  and  return  to  Mecca,  where  he  put  hiinself  under 
the  protection  of  al  Motaam  Ebn  Adi.' 

This  repulse  greatly  discouraged  his  followers  :  however,  Mohammed 
was  not  wanting  to  himself,  but  boldly  continued  to  preach  to  the  public 
assemblies  at  the  pilgrimage,  and  gained  several  proselytes,  and  among 
them  six  of  the  inhabitants  of  Yathreb  of  the  Jewish  tribe  of  Khazraj, 
who  on  their  return  home  failed  not  to  speak  much  in  commendation 
of  their  new  religion,  and  exhorted  their  fellow-citizens  to  embrace  the 
same. 

In  the  twelfth  year  of  his  mission  it  was  that  Mohammed  gave  out 
that  he  had  made  his  night  journey  from  Mecca  to  Jerusalem  and 
thence  to  heaven,^  so  much  spoken  of  by  all  that  write  of  him.  Dr. 
Prideaux'*  thinks  he  invented  it  either  to  answer  the  expectations  of 
those  who  demanded  some  miracle  as  a  proof  of  his  mission,  or  else, 
by  pretending  to  have  conversed  with  God,  to  establish  the  authority 
of  whatever  he  should  think  fit  to  leave  behind  by  way  of  oral  tradition, 
and  make  his  sayings  to  serve  the  same  purpose  as  the  oral  law  of  the 
Jews.  But  1  do  not  find  that  Mohammed  himself  ever  expected  so  great 
a  regard  should  be  paid  to  his  sayings,  as  his  followers  have  since  done ; 
and  seeing  he  all  along  disclaimed  any  power  of  performing  miracles, 
it  seems  rather  to  have  been  a  fetch  of  policy  to  raise  his  reputation,  by 
pretending  to  have  actually  conversed  with  GOD  in  heaven,  as  Moses 
had  heretofore  done  in  the  mount,  and  to  have  received  several  institu- 
tions immediately  from  him,  whereas  before  he  contented  himself  with 
persuading  them  that  he  had  all  by  the  ministry  of  Gabriel. 

However,  this  story  seemed  so  absurd  and  incredible,  that  several 
of  his  followers  left  him  upon  it,  and  it  had  probably  ruined  the  whole 
design,  had  not  Abu  Beer  vouched  for  his  veracity,  and  declared  that 
if  Mohammed  affirmed  it  to  be  true,  he  verily  believed  the  whole. 
Which  happy  incident  not  only  retrieved  the  prophet's  credit,  but 
increased  it  to  such  a  degree,  that  he  was  secure  of  being  able  to  make 
his  disciples  swallow  whatever  he  pleased  to  impose  on  them  for  the 
future.  And  I  am  apt  to  think  this  fiction,  notwithstanding  its  extra- 
vagance, was  one  of  the  most  artful  contrivances  Mohammed  ever  put 
in  practice,  and  what  chiefly  contributed  to  the  raising  of  his  reputation 
to  that  great  height  to  which  it  afterwards  arrived. 

In  this  year,  called  by  the  Mohammedans  the  accepted  year,  twelve 
men  of  Yathreb  or  Medina,  of  whom  ten  were  of  the  tribe  of  Khazraj, 
and  the  other  two  of  that  of  Aws,  came  to  Mecca,  and  took  an  oath  of 
fidelity  to  Mohammed  at  al  Akaba,  a  hill  on  the  north  of  that  city. 
This  oath  was  called  the  women's  oath,  not  that  any  women  were  prc- 

2  Ebn  Shohnah.  3  See  the  notes  on  the  lylh  chapter  of  the  Koran.  ■*  Life  oi  Mahoawt, 
p-  41,  51,  &c. 
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sent  at  this  time,  but  because  a  man  was  not  thereby  obhged  to  take 
up  arms  in  defence  of  Mohammed  or  his  rehgion ;  it  being  the  same 
oath  that  was  afterwards  exacted  of  the  women,  the  form  of  which  we 
have  in  the  Koran,'  and  is  to  this  effect,  viz. :  "  That  they  should 
renounce  all  idolatry ;  that  they  should  not  steal,  nor  commit  fornica- 
tion, nor  kill  their  children  (as  the  pagan  Arabs  used  to  do  when  they 
apprehended  they  should  not  be  able  to  maintain  them''),  nor  forge 
calumnies ;  and  that  they  should  obey  the  prophet  in  all  things  that 
were  reasonable."  When  they  had  solemnly  engaged  to  do  all  this, 
Mohammed  sent  one  of  his  disciples,  named  Masdb  Ebn  Omair,  home 
with  them,  to  instruct  them  more  fully  in  the  grounds  and  ceremonies 
of  his  new  religion. 

Masdb,  being  arrived  at  Medina,  by  the  assistance  of  those  who 
had  been  formerly  converted,  gained  several  proselytes,  particularly 
Osaid  Ebn  Hodeira,  a  chief  man  of  the  city,  and  Saad  Ebn  Moadh, 
prince  of  the  tribe  of  Aws  ;  Mohammedism  spreading  so  fast,  that 
there  was  scarc^e  a  house  wherein  there  were  not  some  who  had  em- 
braced it. 

The  next  year,  being  the  thirteenth  of  Mohammed's  mission,  Masab 
returned  to  Mecca,  accompanied  by  seventy-three  men  and  two  women 
of  Medina,  who  had  professed  Islamism,  besides  some  others  who  were 
as  yet  unbelievers.  On  their  arrival,  they  immediately  sent  to  Moham- 
med, and  offered  him  their  assistance,  of  which  he  was  now  in  great 
need,  for  his  adversaries  were  by  this  time  grown  so  powerful  in 
Mecca,  that  he  could  not  stay  there  much  longer  without  imminent 
danger.  Wherefore  he  accepted  their  proposal,  and  met  them  one 
night,  by  appointment,  at  al  Akaba  above  mentioned,  attended  by 
his  uncle  al  Abbas,  who,  though  he  was  not  then  a  believer,  wished 
his  nephew  well,  and  made  a  speech  to  those  of  Medina,  wherein  he 
told  them,  that  as  Mohammed  was  obliged  to  quit  his  native  city,  and 
seek  an  asylum  elsewhere,  and  they  had  offered  him  their  protection, 
they  would  do  well  not  to  deceive  him ;  and  that  if  they  were  not 
firmly  resolved  to  defend  and  not  betray  him,  they  had  better  declare 
their  minds,  and  let  him  provide  for  his  safety  in  some  other  manner. 
Upon  their  protesting  their  sincerity,  Mohammed  swore  to  be  faithful 
to  them,  on  condition  that  they  should  protect  him  against  all  insults, 
as  heartily  as  they  would  their  own  wives  and  families.  They  then 
asked  him  vvhat  recompense  they  were  to  expect  if  they  should  happen 
to  be  killed  in  his  quarrel ;  he  answered,  Paradise.  Whereupon  they 
pledged  their  faith  to  him,  and  so  returned  home  -^  after  Mohammed 
had  chosen  twelve  out  of  their  number,  who  were  to  have  the  same 
authority  among  them  as  the  twelve  apostles  of  Christ  had  among  his 
disciples.'* 

Hitherto  Mohammed  had  propagated  his  religion  by  fair  means,  so 
that  the  whole  success  of  his  enterprise,  before  his  flight  to  Medina, 
must  be  attributed  to  persuasion  only,  and  not  to  compulsion.  For 
before  this  second  oath  of  fealty  or  inauguration  at  al  Akaba,  he  had 
no  permission  to  use  any  force  at  all ;  and  in  several  places  of  the 
Koran,  which  he  pretended  were  revealed  during  his  stay  at  Mecca, 

1  Cap.  60.         2  Vide  Kor.  e.  6.         3  Abulfeda.  Vit.  Mcham.  p.  40,  &c.        4  Ebn  Ishak. 
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liC  declares  his  business  was  only  to  preach  and  admonish;  that  he 
had  no  authority  to  compel  any  person  to  embrace  his  religion;  and 
that  whether  people  believed,  or  not,  was  none  of  his  concern,  but 
belonged  solely  unto  GoD.  And  he  was  so  far  from  allowing  his 
followers  to  use  force,  that  he  exhorted  them  to  bear  patiently  those 
injuries  which  were  offered  them  on  account  of  their  faith ;  and  when 
persecuted  himself,  chose  rather  to  quit  the  place  of  his  birth  and 
retire  to  Medina,  than  to  make  any  resistance.  But  this  great  passive- 
ness  and  moderation  seems  entirely  owing  to  his  want  of  power,  and 
the  great  superiority  of  his  opposers  for  the  first  twelve  years  of  his 
mission ;  for  no  sooner  was  he  enabled,  by  the  assistance  of  those  of 
Medina,  to  make  head  against  his  enemies,  than  he  gave  out,  that  God 
had  allowed  him  and  his  followers  to  defend  themselves  against  the 
infidels ;  and  at  length  as  his  forces  increased,  he  pretended  to  have 
the  divine  leave  even  to  attack  them,  and  to  destroy  idolatry,  and  set 
up  the  true  faith  by  the  sword ;  finding  by  experience  that  his  designs 
would  otherwise  proceed  very  slowly,  if  they  were  not  utterly  over- 
thrown, and  knowing  on  the  other  hand  that  innovators,  when  they 
depend  solely  on  their  own  strength,  and  can  compel,  seldom  run  any 
risk  ;  from  whence,  the  politician  observes,  it  follows,  that  all  the  armed 
prophets  have  succeeded,  and  the  unarmed  ones  have  failed.  Moses, 
Cyrus,  Theseus,  and  Romulus  would  not  have  been  able  to  establish 
the  observance  of  their  institutions  for  any  length  of  time  had  they  not 
been  armed.'  The  first  passage  of  the  Koran  which  gave  Mohammed 
the  permission  of  defending  himself  by  arms,  is  said  to  have  been  that 
in  the  twenty-second  chapter;  after  which  a  great  number  to  the  same 
purpose  were  revealed. 

That  Mohammed  had  a  right  to  take  up  arms  for  his  own  defence 
against  his  unjust  persecutors,  may  perhaps  be  allowed  ;  but  whether 
he  ought  afterwards  to  have  made  use  of  that  means  for  the  establish- 
ing of  his  religion  is  a  question  I  will  not  here  determine.  How  far 
the  secular  power  may  or  ought  to  interpose  in  affairs  of  this  nature, 
mankind  are  not  agreed.  The  method  of  converting  by  the  sword, 
gives  no  very  favourable  idea  of  the  faith  which  is  so  propagated,  and 
is  disallowed  by  everybody  in  those  of  a.nother  religion,  thougli  the 
same  persons  are  willing  to  admit  of  it  for  the  advancement  of  their 
own  ;  supposing  that  though  a  false  religion  ought  not  to  be  established 
by  authority,  yet  a  true  one  may  ;  and  accordingly  force  is  almost  as 
constantly  employed  in  these  cases  by  those  who  have  the  power  in 
their  hands,  as  it  is  constantly  complained  of  by  those  who  suffer  the 
violence.  It  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  convincing  proofs  that  Moham- 
medism  was  no  other  than  a  human  invention,  that  it  owed  its  pro- 
gress and  establishment  almost  entirely  to  the  sword  ;  and  it  is  one  of 
the  strongest  demonstrations  of  the  divine  original  of  Christianity,  that 
it  prevailed  against  all  the  force  and  powers  of  the  world  by  the  mere 
dint  of  its  own  truth,  after  having  stood  the  assaults  of  all  manner  of 
persecutions,  as  well  as  other  oppositions,  for  300  years  together 
and  at  length  made  the  Roman  emperors  themselves  submit  thereto ;' 
after  which  time,  indeed,  this  proof  seems  to  fail,  Christianity  being 

A  Machi^velli,  Princ.  c.  6.  2  See  Prideaux's  Letter  to  the  Deists,  p.  220,  &c. 
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then  established  and  Paganism  aboHshed  by  pubhc  authority,  which 
has  had  great  influence  in  the  propagation  of  the  one  and  destruction 
of  the  other  ever  since.'     But  to  return. 

Mohammed  having  provided  for  the  security  of  his  companions  as 
well  as  his  own,  by  the  league  offensive  and  defensive  which  he  had 
now  concluded  with  those  of  Medina,  directed  them  to  repair  thither, 
which  they  accordingly  did  ;  but  himself  with  Abu  Beer  and  Ali  stayed 
behind,  having  not  yet  received  the  divine  permission,  as  he  pretended, 
to  leave  Mecca.  The  Koreish,  fearing  the  consequence  of  this  new 
alliance,  began  to  think  it  absolutely  necessary  to  prevent  Mohammed's 
escape  to  Medina,  and  having  held  a  council  thereon,  after  several 
milder  expedients  had  been  rejected,  they  came  to  a  resolution  that  he 
should  be  killed  ;  and  agreed  that  a  man  should  be  chosen  out  of  every 
tribe  for  the  execution  of  this  design,  and  that  each  man  should  have  a 
blow  at  him  with  his  s\vord,  that  the  guilt  of  his  blood  might  fall 
equally  on  all  the  tribes,  to  whose  united  power  the  Hashemites  were 
much  inferior,  and  therefore  durst  not  attempt  to  revenge  their  kins- 
man's death. 

This  conspiracy  vv^as  scarce  formed  when  by  some  means  or  other  it 
came  to  Mohammed's  knowledge,  and  he  gave  out  that  it  was  revealed 
to  him  by  the  angel  Gabriel,  who  had  now  ordered  him  to  retire  to 
Medina.  Whereupon,  to  amuse  his  enemies,  he  directed  Ali  to  lie 
down  in  his  place  and  wrap  himself  up  in  his  green  cloak,  which  he 
did,  and  Mohammed  escaped  miraculously,  as  they  pretend,^  to  Abu 
Beer's  house,  unperceived  by  the  conspirators,  who  had  already  assem- 
bled at  the  prophet's  door.  They  in  the  meantime,  looking  through 
the  crevice  and  seeing  Ali,  whom  they  took  to  be  Mohammed  himself, 
asleep,  continued  watclimg  there  till  morning,  when  Ali  arose,  and  they 
found  themselves  deceived. 

From  Abu  Beer's  house  Mohammed  and  he  went  to  a  cave  in  Mount 
Thur,  to  the  south-east  of  Mecca,  accompanied  only  by  Amer  Ebn 
Foheirah,  Abu  Bee;  s  servant,  and  Abd'all-ah  Ebn  Oreikat,  an  idolater, 
whom  they  had  hired  for  a  guide.  In  this  cave  they  lay  hid  three  days 
to  avoid  the  search  of  their  enemies,  which  they  very  narrowly  escaped, 
and  not  without  the  assistance  of  more  miracles  than  one ;  for  some 
say  that  the  Koreish  were  struck  with  blindness,  so  that  they  could  not 
find  the  cave ;  others,  that  after  Mohammed  and  his  companions  were 
got  in,  two  pigeons  laid  their  eggs  at  the  entrance,  and  a  spider 
covered  the  mouth  of  the  cave  with  her  web,^  which  made  them  look 
no  farther.'*  Abu  Beer,  seeing  the  prophet  in  such  imminent  danger, 
became  very  sorrowful,  whereupon  Mohammed  comforted  him  with 
these  words,  recorded  in  the  Koran  :=  "Be  not  grieved,  for  GOD  is  with 
us."  Their  enemies  being  retired,  they  left  the  cave  and  set  out  for 
Medina,  by  a  by-road,  and  having  fortunately,  or  as  the  Mohammedans 
tell  us,  miraculously,  escaped  some  who  were  sent  to  pursue  them, 

1  See  Bayle's  Diet.  Hist.  Art.  Mahomet,  Rem.  O.  2  See  the  notes  to  chap.  8  and  36. 

3  It  is  observable  that  the  Jews  have  a  like  tradition  concernin?  David,  when  he  fled  from 
Saul  into  the  cave  ;  and  the  Targum  paraphrases  these  words  of  the  second  verse  ot  P;alm 
Ivii.,  which  was  composed  on  occasion  of  that  deliverance  :  ''I  will  pray  before  the  most  high 
God  that  performeth  all  thmgs  for  me,  in  this  manner  ;  I  will  pray  hefore  the  most  high  God, 
who  called  a  spider.io  weave  a  web  for  my  sake  in  the  mouth  of  the  cave."  •*  Al  Beidtawi  in 
Kor,  c.  9.     Vide  DOierbel.  Bibl.  Orient   p.  445.  ^  Cap.  9. 
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arrived  safely  at  that  city ;  whither  Ah  followed  them  in  three  days,  after 
he  had  settled  some  affairs  at  Mecca.* 

The  first  thing  Mohammed  did  after  his  arrival  at  Medina,  was  to 
build  a  temple  for  his  religious  worship,  and  a  house  for  himself, 
which  he  did  on  a  parcel  of  ground  which  had  before  served  to  put 
camels  in,  or  as  others  tell  us,  for  a  burying-ground,  and  belonged  to 
Sahal  and  Soheil  the  sons  of  Amru,  who  were  orphans.^  This  action 
Dr.  Prideaux  exclaims  against,  representing  it  as  a  flagrant  instance  of 
injustice,  for  that,  says  he,  he  violently  dispossessed  these  poor  orphans, 
the  sons  of  an  inferior  artificer  (whom  the  author  he  quotes  ^  calls  a 
carpenter)  of  this  ground,  and  so  founded  the  first  fabric  of  his  worship 
with  the  like  wickedness  asJie  did  his  religion.'  But  to  say  nothing  of 
the  improbability  that  Mohammed  should  act  in  so  impolitic  a  manner 
at  his  first-coming,  the  Mohammedan  writers  set  this  affair  in  a  quite 
different  light ;  one  tells  us  that  he  treated  with  the  lads  about  the 
price  of  the  ground,  but  they  desired  he  would  accept  it  as  a  present;* 
however,  as  historians  of  good  credit  assure  us,  he  actually  bought  it,<» 
and  the  money  was  paid  by  Abu  Beer.*  Besides,  had  Mohammed 
accepted  it  as  a  present,  the  orphans  were  in  circumstances  sufficient 
to  have  afforded  it ;  for  they  were  of  a  very  good  family,  of  the  tribe  of 
Najjar,  one  of  the  most  illustrious  among  the  Arabs,  and  not  the  sons 
of  a  carpenter,  as  Dr.  Prideaux's  author  writes,  who  took  the  word 
Najjar,  which  signifies  a  cai'peiiier,  for  an  appellative,  whereas  it  is  a 
proper  name.'* 

Mohammed  being  securely  settled  at  Medina,  and  able  not  only  to 
defend  himself  against  the  insults  of  his  enemies,  but  to  attack  them, 
began  to  send  out  small  parties  to  make  reprisals  on  the  Koreish ;  the 
first  party  consisting  of  no  more  than  nine  men,  who  intercepted  and 
plundered  a  caravan  belonging  to  that  tribe,  and  in  the  action  took  two 
prisoners.  But  what  established  his  affairs  very  much,  and  was  the 
foundation  on  which  he  built  all  his  succeeding  greatness,  was  the 
gaining  of  the  battle  of  Bedr,  which  was  fought  in  the  second  year  of 
the  Hejra,  and  is  so  famous  in  the  Mohammedan  history.^  As  my 
design  is  not  to  write  the  life  of  Mohammed,  but  only  to  describe  the 
manner  in  which  he  carried  on  his  enterprise,  I  shall  not  enter  into  any 
detail  of  his  subsequent  battles  and  expeditions,  which  amounted  to  a 
considerable  number.  Some  reckon  no  less  than  twenty-seven  expe- 
ditions wherein  Mohammed  was  personally  present,  in  nine  of  which 
he  gave  battle,  besides  several  other  expeditions  in  which  he  was  not 
present :''  some  of  them,  however,  will  be  necessarily  taken  notice  of  in 
explaining  several  passages  of  the  Koran.  His  forces  he  maintained 
partly  by  the  contributions  of  his  followers  for  this  purpose,  which  he 
called  by  the  name  of  Zacdt  or  alms,  and  the  paying  of  which  he  very 
artfully  made  one  main  article  of  his  religion  ;  and  partly  by  ordering  a 
fifth  part  of  the  pkmder  to  be  brought  into  the  public  treasury  for  that 
purpose,  in  which  matter  he  likewise  pretended  to  act  by  the  divine 
direction. 

4  Abulfeda.  Vit.  Moh.  p.  50,  &c.    Ebn  Shohnah.         5  Abulfeda.  ib.  p.  52,  53.       6  DIsputatio 
Christiani  contra  Saracen,  c.  4.  "^  Prideaux's  Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  58.  8  Al  Bokhan  in 

Senna.        9  Al  Jannabi.        1  Ahmed  Ebn  Yusef.  2  Vide  Gagnier,  not.  in  Abulfed.  de  Vit. 

Moh.  p.  52,  53.  3  See  the  notes  on  the  Koran,  chap.  3.  •*  Vide  Abulfed.  Vit.  Moh. 
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In  a  iew  years  by  the  success  of  his  arms  (notwithstanding  he 
sometimes  came  off  by  the  worst)  he  considerably  raised  his  credit  and 
power.  In  the  sixth  year  of  the  Hejra  he  set  out  with  1,400  men  to 
visit  the  temple  of  Mecca,  not  with  any  intent  of  committing  hostilities, 
but  in  a  peaceable  manner.  However,  when  he  came  to  al  Hodeibiya, 
which  is  situate  partly  within  and  partly  without  the  sacred  territory, 
the  Koreish  sent  to  let  him  know  that  they  would  not  permit  him  to 
enter  Mecca,  unless  he  forced  his  way ;  whereupon  he  called  his  troops 
about  him,  and  they  all  took  a  solemn  oath  of  fealty  or  homage  to  him, 
and  he  resolved  to  attack  the  city ;  but  those  of  Mecca  sending  Araw 
Ebn  Masiid,  prince  of  the  tribe  of  Thakif,  as  their  ambassador  to  desire 
peace,  a  truce  was  concluded  between  them  for  ten  years,  by  which  any 
person  was  allowed  to  enter  into  league  either  with  Mohammed  or  with 
the  Koreish  as  he  thought  fit. 

It  may  not  be  improper,  to  show  the  inconceivable  veneration  and 
respect  the  Mohammedans  by  this  time  had  for  their  prophet,  to 
mention  the  account  which  the  above-mentioned  ambassador  gave  the 
Koreish,  at  his  return,  of  their  behaviour.  He  said  he  had  been  at  the 
courts  both  of  the  Roman  emperor  and  of  the  king  of  Persia,  and  never 
saw  any  prince  so  highly  respected  by  his  subjects  as  Mohammed  was 
by  his  companions  ;  for  whenever  he  made  the  ablution,  in  order  to 
say  his  prayers,  they  ran  and  catched  the  water  that  he  had  used  ;  and 
whenever  he  spit,  they  immediately  licked  it  up,  and  gathered  up  every 
hair  that  fell  from  him  with  great  superstition.' 

In  the  seventh  year  of  the  Hejra,  Mohammed  began  to  think  of  pro- 
pagating his  religion  beyond  the  bounds  of  Arabia,  and  sent  messen- 
gers to  the  neighbouring  princes  with  letters  to  invite  them  to  Moham- 
medism.  Nor  was  this  project  without  some  success.  KhosrCi  Parviz, 
then  king  of  Persia,  received  his  letter  v/ith  great  disdain,  and  tore  it 
in  a  passion,  sending  away  the  messenger  very  abruptly  ;  which  when 
Mohammed  heard,  he  said,  "God  shall  tear  his  kingdom."  And  soon 
after  a  messenger  came  to  Mohammed  from  Badhan,  king  of  Yaman, 
who  was  a  dependant  on  the  Persians,^  to  acquaint  him  that  he  had 
received  orders  to  send  him  to  Khosru.  Mohammed  put  off  his  answer 
till  the  next  morning,  and  then  told  the  messenger  it  had  been  revealed 
to  him  that  night  that  Khosru  was  slain  by  his  son  Shiruyeh  ;  adding 
that  he  was  well  assured  his  new  religion  and  empire  should  rise  to  as 
great  a  height  as  that  of  Khosria  ;  and  therefore  bid  him  advise  his 
master  to  embrace  Mohammedism.  The  messenger  being  returned, 
Badhan  in  a  few  days  received  a  letter  from  Shiruyeh  informing  him  of 
his  father's  death,  and  ordering  him  to  give  the  prophet  no  further 
disturbance.  Whereupon  Badhan  and  the  Persians  with  him  turned 
Mohammedans.3 

The  emperor  Heraclius,  as  the  Arabian  historians  assure  us,  received 
Mohammed's  letter  with  great  respect,  laying  it  on  his  pillow,  and  dis- 
missed the  bearer  honourably.  And  some  pretend  that  he  would  have 
professed  this  new  faith,  had  he  not  been  afraid  of  losing  his  crown.-* 

Mohammed  wrote  to  the  same  effect  to  the  king  of  Ethiopia,  though 
he  had  been  converted  before,  according  to  the  Arab  writers  ;  and  to 

i  Abulfeda  Vit.  Moh.  p.  85.  2  See  before,  p.  8.  3  Abulfeda,  Vit.  IVIoh.  p.  92,  &c. 
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MokawkaS;  governor  of  Egypt,  who  gave  the  messenger  a  very  favour- 
able reception,  and  sent  several  valuable  presents  to  JNIohammed,  and 
among  the  rest  two  girls,  one  of  which,  named  Mary,'  became  a  great 
favourite  with  him.  He  also  sent  letters  of  the  like  purport  to  several 
Arab  princes,  particularly  one  to  al  Hareth  Ebn  Abi  Shamer,"  king  of 
Ghassan,  who,  returning  for  answer  that  he  would  go  to  Mohammed  him- 
self, the  prophet  said,  "  May  his  kingdom  perish;"  another  to  Hawdha 
Ebn  Ali,  king  of  Yamama,  who  was  a  Christian,  and  having  some  time 
before  professed  Islamism,  had  lately  returned  to  his  former  faith  ;  this 
prince  sent  back  a  very  rough  answer,  upon  which  Mohammed  cursing 
him,  he  died  soon  after  ;  and  a  third  to  al  Mondar  Ebn  Sawa,  king  of 
Bahrein,  who  embraced  Mohammedism,  and  all  the  Arabs  of  that 
country  followed  his  example.^ 

The  eighth  year  of  the  Hejra  was  a  very  fortunate  year  to  Moham- 
med. In  the  beginning  of  it  Khaled  Ebn  al  Walid  and  Amru  Ebn  al 
As,  both  excellent  soldiers,  the  first  of  whom  afterwards  conquered 
Syria  and  other  countries,  and  the  latter  Egypt,  became  proselytes  of 
Mohammedism.  And  soon  after  the  prophet  sent  3,000  men  against 
the  Grecian  forces,  to  revenge  the  death  of  one  of  his  ambassadors, 
who  being  sent  to  the  governor  of  Bosra  on  the  same  errand  as  those 
who  went  to  the  above-mentioned  princes,  was  slain  by  an  Arab  of  the 
tribe  of  Ghassan  at  Muta,  a  town  in  the  territory  of  Balka  in  Syria, 
about  three  days'  journey  eastward  from  Jerusalem,  near  which  town 
they  encountered.  The  Grecians  being  vastly  superior  in  number  (for, 
including  the  auxiliary  Arabs,  they  had  an  army  of  100,000  men),  the 
Mohammedans  were  repulsed  in  the  first  attack,  and  lost  successively 
three  of  their  generals,  viz.,  Zeid  Ebn  Haretba,  Mohammed's  freedman, 
Jaafar,  the  son  of  Abu  Taleb,  and  Abdallah  Ebn  Rawaha  ;  but  Khaled 
Ebn  al  Walid,  succeeding  to  the  command,  overthrew  the  Greeks  with 
a  great  slaughter,  and  brought  away  abundance  of  rich  spoil  ;*  on 
occasion  of  which  action  Mohammed  gave  him  the  honourable  title  of 
Seif  min  soyiif  Allah,  One  of  the  Swords  of  GOD.s 

In  this  year  also  Mohammed  took  the  city  of  Mecca,  the  inhabitants 
w^hereof  had  broken  the  truce  concluded  on  two  years  before.  For  the 
tribe  of  Beer,  who  were  confederates  of  the  Koreish,  attacking  those  of 
Khozaah,  who  w^ere  allies  of  Mohammed,  killed  several  of  them,  being 
supported  in  the  action  by  a  party  of  the  Koreish  themselves.  The 
consequence  of  this  violation  w\as  soon  apprehended,  and  Abu  Sofian 
himself  made  a  journey  to  Medina  on  purpose  to  heal  the  breach  and 
renew  the  truce,^  but  in  vain,  for  Mohammed,  glad  of  this  opportunity, 
refused  to  see  him  ;  whereupon  he  applied  to  Abu  Beer  and  Ali,  but 
they  giving  him  no  answer,  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  Mecca  as  lie 
came. 

Mohammed  immediately  gave  orders  for  preparations  to  be  made, 
that  he  might  surprise  the  Meccans  while  they  were  unprovided  to 
receive  him ;  in  a  little  time  he  began  his  march  thither,  and  by  the 

1  It  is,  however,  a  different  name  from  that  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  which  the  Orientals  always 
write  Mayam,  or  Miriam— whereas  this  is  written  Mariya.  '-  I'his  prince  is  omitted  in  Dr. 

Pocock's  list  of  the  kings  of  Ghassan,  Spec.  p.  77.         3  Abulfeda.  ubi  sup.  p.  94,  &c.         ■«  Idem 
ib.  p.  99,  100,  &c.  5  Al  Bokhari  in  Sonna.  6  This  circumstance  is  a  plain  proof  that  the 

Koreish  had  actually  broken  the  truce,  and  that  it  was  not  a  mere  pretence  of  Mohanimed'Sj  cs 
Dr.  Prideau.x  insinuates.     Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  94. 
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time  he  came  near  the  city  his  forces  were  increased  to  10,000  men. 
Those  of  Mecca  being  not  in  a  condition  to  defend  themselves  against 
so  formidable  an  army,  surrendered  at  discretion,  and  Abu  Sofian  saved 
his  life  by  turning  Mohammedan.  About  twenty-eight  of  the  idolaters 
were  killed  by  a  party  under  the  command  of  Khaled ;  but  this  hap- 
pened contrary  to  Mohammed's  orders,  who,  when  he  entered  the  town, 
pardoned  all  the  Koreish  on  their  submission,  except  only  six  men  and 
four  women,  who  were  more  obnoxious  than  ordinary  (some, of  them 
having  apostatized),  and  were  solemnly  proscribed  by  the  prophet  him- 
self; but  of  these  no  more  than  three  men  and  one  woman  were  put  to 
death,  the  rest  obtaining  pardon  on  their  embracing  Mohammedism, 
and  one  of  the  women  making  her  escape.' 

The  remainder  of  this  year  Mohammed  employed  in  destroying  the 
idols  in  and  round  about  Mecca,  sending  several  of  his  generals  on  ex- 
peditions for  that  purpose,  and  to  invite  the  Arabs  to  Islamism  :  wherein 
it  is  no  wonder  if  they  now  met  with  success. 

The  next  year,  being  the  ninth  of  the  Hejra,  the  Mohammedans  call 
"  the  year  of  embassies,"  for  the  Arabs  had  been  hitherto  expecting  the 
issue  of  the  war  between  Mohammed  and  the  Koreish  ;  but  so  soon 
as  that  tribe — the  principal  of  the  whole  nation,  and  the  genuine  de- 
scendants of  Ismael,  whose  prerogatives  none  offered  to  dispute — had 
submitted,  they  were  satisfied  that  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  oppose 
Mohammed,  and  therefore  began  to  come  in  to  him  in  great  numbers, 
and  to  send  embassies  to  make  their  submissions  to  him,  both  to  Mecca, 
while  he  stayed  there,  and  also  to  Medina,  whither  he  returned  this 
year.^"  Among  the  rest,  five  kings  of  the  tribe  of  Hamyar  professed 
Mohammedism,  and  sent  ambassadors  to  notify  the  same.^ 

In  the  tenth  year  Ali  was  sent  into  Yaman  to  propagate  the  Mo- 
hammedan faith  there,  and  as  it  is  said,  converted  the  whole  tribe  of 
Hamdan  in  one  day.  Their  example  was  quickly  followed  by  all  the 
inhabitants  of  that  province,  except  only  those  of  Najran,  who,  being 
Christians,  chose  rather  to  pay  tribute.'^ 

Thus  was  Mohammedism  established  and  idolatry  rooted  out,  even 
in  Mohammed's  lifetime  (for  he  died  the  next  year),  throughout  all 
Arabia,  except  only  Yamama,  where  Moseilama,  who  set  up  also  for  a 
prophet  as  Mohammed's  competitor,  had  a  great  party,  and  was  not 
reduced  till  the  Khalifat  of  Abu  Beer.  And  the  Arabs  being  then 
united  in  one  faith  and  under  one  prince,  found  themselves  in  a  con- 
dition of  making  those  conquests  which  extended  the  Mohammedan 
faith  over  so  great  a  part  of  the  world. 


1  Vide  Abulfed.  ubi  sup.  c.  51,  52.  2  Vide  Gagnier,  not.  ad  Abulfed.  p.  x%x, 

2  Abulfed.  ubi  sup.  p.  128.  4  Ibid.  p.  129. 
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SECTION    III 

JF  THE  KORAN  ITSELF,  THE  PECULIARITIES  OF  THAT  BOOK  ;  THE 
MANNER  OF  ITS  BEING  WRITTEN  AND  PUBLISHED,  AND  THE 
GENERAL  DESIGN   OF   IT. 

nPHE  word  Koran,  derived  from  the  verb  karaa,  to  read,  signifies 
-^  properly  in  Arabic,  "the  reading,"  or  rather,  "that  which  ought 
to  be  read  ; "  by  which  name  the  Mohammedans  denote  not  only  the 
entire  book  or  vokmie  of  the  Koran,  but  also  any  particular  chapter  or 
section  of  it :  just  as  the  Jews  call  either  the  whole  scripture  or  any 
part  of  it  by  the  name  of  Karah,  or  Mikra,*  words  of  the  same  origin 
and  import ;  which  observation  seems  to  overthrow  the  opinion  of 
some  learned  Arabians,  who  would  have  the  Koran  so  named  because 
it  is  a  collection  of  the  loose  chapters  or  sheets  which  compose  it — the 
verb  kar-aa  signifying  also  to  gather  or  collect  f  and  may  also,  by  the 
way,  serve  as  an  answer  to  those  who  object^  that  the  Koran  must  be 
a  book  forged  at  once,  and  could  not  possibly  be  revealed  by  parcels 
at  different  times  during  the  course  of  several  years,  as  the  Mohamme- 
dans affirm,  because  the  Koran  is  often  mentioned  and  called  by  that 
name  in  the  very  book  itself.  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  observe,  that  the 
syllable  Aim  the  word  Alkoraii  is  only  the  Arabic  article,  signifying 
the,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  omitted  when  the  English  article  is 
prefixed. 

Beside  this  peculiar  name,  the  Koran  is  also  honoured  with  several 
appellations,  common  to  other  books  of  scripture  :  as,  al  Forkdn,  from 
the  verb  faraka,  to  divide  or  distiitgidsh  ;  not,  as  the  Mohammedan 
doctors  say,  because  those  books  are  divided  into  chapters  or  sections, 
or  distinguish  between  good  and  evil ;  but  in  the  same  notion  that  the 
Jews  use  the  word  Perek,  or  Pirka,  from  the  same  root,  to  denote  a 
section  or  portion  of  scripture."*  It  is  also  called  al  Moshaf,  the  volume, 
and  al  Kitab,  the  book,  by  way  of  eminence,  which  answers  to  the  Biblia 
of  the  Greeks ;  and  al  Dhikr,  the  admonitio7i,  which  name  is  also  given 
to  the  Pentateuch  and  Gospel. 

The  Koran  is  divided  into  1 14  larger  portions  of  very  unequal  length, 
which  we  call  chapters,  but  the  Arabians  Sowar,  in  the  singular  Sura, 
a  word  rarely  used  on  any  other  occasion,  and  properly  signifying  a  row, 
order,  or  regular  series  ;  as  a  course  of  bricks  in  building,  or  a  rank  of 
soldiers  in  an  army  ;  and  is  the  same  in  use  and  import  with  the  Sura, 
or  Tora,  of  the  Jews,  who  also  call  the  fifty-three  sections  of  the 
Pentateuch  Seddrim,  a  word  of  the  same  signification.^ 

These  chapters  are  not  in  the  manuscript  copies  distinguished  by 
iheir  numerical  order,  though  for  the  reader's  ease  they  are  numbered 

1  This  name  was  at  first  given  to  the  Pentateuch  only,  Nehem.  viii.  Vide  Simon.  Hist.  Crit. 
du  Vieux  Test.  1.  i,  c.  9.  2  ViJe  Erpen.  not.  ad  Hist.  Joseph,  p.  3.  3  Marracc.  de  Alcof.  p.  41. 
4  Vide  Gol.  in  append,  ad  Gram.  Arab.  Erpen.  175.  A  chapter  or  subdivision  of  the  Massic- 
loth  of  the  Mishna  is  also  called  Perek.     Maimon.  pra;f   in  Seder  Zeraim,  p.  57.  ^  Vide 

Gol  ubi  sup.  177.    Each  of  the  six  grand  divisions  of  the  Mishna  is  also  called  Seder.    Maimwi. 
ubi  sup.  p.  55. 


SEC.  III.  THE  PRELIMINARY  DISCOURSE.  45 

in  this  edition,  but  by  particular  titles,  which  (except  that  of  the  first, 
which  is  the  initial  chapter,  or  introduction  to  the  rest,  and  by  the  old 
Latin  translator  not  numbered  among  the  chapters)  are  taken  some- 
times from  a  particular  matter  treated  of,  or  person  mentioned  therein  ; 
but  usually  from  the  first  word  of  note,  exactly  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  Jews  have  named  their  Sedarim  :  though  the  words  from  which 
some  chapters  are  denominated  be  very  far  distant,  towards  the  middle, 
or  perhaps  the  end  of  the  chapter  ;  which  seems  ridiculous.  But  the 
occasion  of  this  seems  to  have  been,  that  the  verse  or  passage  wherein 
such  word  occurs,  was,  in  point  of  time,  revealed  and  committed  to 
writing  before  the  other  verses  of  the  same  chapter  which  precede  it  in 
order :  and  the  title  being  given  to  the  chapter  before  it  was  completed, 
or  the  passages  reduced  to  their  present  order,  the  verse  from  whence 
such  title  was  taken  did  not  always  happen  to  begin  the  chapter.  Some 
chapters  have  two  or  more  titles,  occasioned  by  the  difference  of  the 
copies. 

Some  of  the  chapters  having  been  revealed  at  Mecca,  and  others  at 
Medina,  the  noting  this  difference  makes  a  part  of  the  title  ;  but  the 
reader  will  observe  that  several  of  the  chapters  are  said  to  have  been 
revealed  partly  at  Mecca,  and  partly  at  Medina  ;  and  as  to  others,  it  is 
yet  a  dispute  among  the  commentators  to  which  place  of  the  two  they 
belong. 

Every  chapter  is  subdivided  into  smaller  portions,  of  very  unequal 
length  also,  which  we  customarily  call  verses  ;  but  the  Arabic  word  is 
AydL  the  same  with  the  Hebrew  Ototh,  and  signifies  signs,  or  wonders  ; 
such  as  are  the  secrets  of  GOD,  his  attributes,  works,  judgments,  and 
ordinances,  delivered  in  those  verses  ;  many  of  which  have  their  parti- 
cular titles  also,  imposed  in  the  same  manner  as  those  of  the  chapters. 

Notwithstanding  this  subdivision  is  common  and  well  known,  yet  I 
have  never  yet  seen  any  manuscript  wherein  the  verses  are  actually 
numbered ;  though  in  some  copies  the  number  of  verses  in  each  chapter 
is  set  down  after  the  title,  which  we  have  therefore  added  in  the  table 
of  the  chapters.  And  the  Mohammedans  seem  to  have  some  scruple 
in  making  an  actual  distinction  in  their  copies,  because  the  chief  dis- 
agreement between  their  several  editions  of  the  Koran,  consists  in  the 
division  and  number  of  the  verses  :  and  for  this  reason  I  have  not  taken 
upon  me  to  make  any  such  division. 

Having  mentioned  the  different  editions  of  the  Koran,  it  may  not  be 
amiss  here  to  acquaint  the  reader,  that  there  are  seven  principal  editions, 
if  I  may  so  call  them,  or  ancient  copies  of  that  book  ;  two  of  which 
were  published  and  used  at  Medina,  a  third  at  Mecca,  a  fourth  at  Cufa, 
a  fifth  at  Basra,  a  sixth  in  Syria,  and  a  se'  enth  called  the  common  or 
vulgar  edition.  Of  these  editions,  the  first  of  Medina  makes  the  whole 
number  of  the  verses  6,000;  the  second  and  fifth,  6,214;  the  third, 
6,219  ;  the  fourth,  6,236  ;  the  sixth,  6,226  ;  and  the  last,  6,225.  But 
they  are  all  said  to  contain  the  same  number  of  words,  namely,  77,639;' 
and  the  same  number  of  letters,  viz.,  323,015  :*  for  the  Mohammedans 
have  in  this  also  imitated  the  Jews,  that  they  have  superstitiously 
numbered  the  very  words  and  letters  of  their  law  ;  nay,  they  have 

I  Or  as  others  reckon  them,  99,464.  Reland.  de  Rel.  Moh.  p.  25.  2  Or  according  to  another 
computation,  330,113.     Ibid.    Vide  Gol.  ubi  sup.  p.  178.     D'Herbelot,  Bibl.  Orient,  p.  87. 
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taken  the  pains  to  compute  (how  exactly  I  know  not)  the  number  of 
limes  each  particular  letter  of  the  alphabet  is  contained  in  the  Koran.' 
Besides  these  unequal  divisions  of  chapter  and  verse,  the  Moham< 
medans  have  also  divided  their  Koran  into  sixty  equal  portions,  which 
they  call  Ahzdb^  in  the  singular  Hizb^  each  subdivided  into  four  equal 
parts  ;  which  is  also  an  imitation  of  the  Jews,  who  have  an  ancient 
division  of  their  Mishna  into  sixty  portions,  called  Massictoth  :^  but  the 
Koran  is  more  usually  divided  into  thirty  sections  only,  named  Ajza, 
from  the  singular  Jo2^  each  of  twice  the  length  of  the  former,  and  in 
the  like  manner  subdivided  into  four  parts.  These  divisions  are  for 
the  use  of  the  readers  of  the  Koran  in  the  royal  temples,  or  in  the 
adjoining  chapels  where  the  emperors  and  great  men  are  interred. 
There  are  thirty  of  these  readers  belonging  to  every  chapel,  and  each 
reads  his  section  every  day,  so  that  the  whole  Koran  is  read  over  once 
a  day.3  I  have  seen  several  copies  divided  in  this  manner,  and  bound 
up  in  as  many  volumes  ;  and  have  thought  it  proper  to  mark  these 
divisions  in  the  margin  of  this  translation  by  numeral  letters. 

Next  after  the  title,  at  the  head  of  every  chapter,  except  only  the 
ninth,  is  prefixed  the  following  solemn  form,  by  the  Mohammedans 
called  the  Bismillah,  "  In  the  name  of  the  most  merciful  God  ;"  which 
form  they  constantly  place  at  the  beginning  of  all  their  books  and 
writings  in  general,  as  a  peculiar  mark  or  distinguishing  characteristic 
of  their  religion,  it  being  counted  a  sort  of  impiety  to  omit  it.  The 
Jews  for  the  same  purpose  make  use  of  the  form,  "  Jn  the  name  of  the 
Lord,"  or, "  In  the  name  of  the  great  GOD  :"  and  the  eastern  Christians, 
that  of  "  In  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost."  But  1  am  apt  to  believe  Mohammed  really  took  this  form,  as 
he  did  many  other  things,  from  the  Persian  Magi,  who  used  to  begin 
their  books  in  these  words,  Bemhn  Yezddn  bakhshaisJigher  ddddrj 
that  is,  "  In  the  name  of  the  most  merciful,  just  GOD."'^ 

This  auspicatory  form,  and  also  the  titles  of  the  chapters,  are  by  the 
generality  of  the  doctors  and  commentators  believed  to  be  of  divine 
original,  no  less  than  the  text  itself;  but  the  more  moderate  are  of 
opinion  they  are  only  human  additions,  and  not  the  very  word  of  GOD, 
There  are  twenty-nine  chapters  of  the  Koran,  which  have  this  pecu- 
liarity, that  they  begin  with  certain  letters  of  the  alphabet,  some  with 
a  single  one,  others  with  more.  These  letters  the  Mohammedans  be- 
lieve to  l^e  the  peculiar  marks  of  the  Koran,  and  to  conceal  several 
profound  mysteries,  the  certain  understanding  of  which,  the  more  in- 
telligent confess,  has  not  been  communicated  to  any  mortal,  their  pro- 
phet only  excepted.  Notwithstanding  which,  some  will  take  the  liberty 
of  guessing  at  their  meaning  by  that  species  of  Cabbala  called  by  the 
Jews,  Notarikon,'  and  suppose  the  letters  to  stand  for  as  many  words 
expressing  the  names  and  attributes  of  G0D,his  works,  ordinances,  and 
decrees  ;  and  therefore  these  mysterious  letters,  as  well  as  the  verses 
themselves,  seem  in  the  Koran  to  be  called  signs.  Others  explain  the 
intent  of  these  letters  from  their  nature  or  orgaji,  or  else  fiom  their 
value  in  numbers,  according  to  another  species  of  the  Jewish  Cabbala 

1  Vide  Reland.  de  Relig.  Moh.  p.  25.  2  Vide  Gol.  ubi  sup.  p.  178.     Maimon.  prjef.  in 

Seder  Zeraim,  p.  57.  -'Vide  Smith,  de  Morihus  et  Instit.  TurcaV.  p.  58.  •*  Hyde,  His. 

Rel.  Vet.  Pcrs.  p.  14.         1  Vide  Buxtoil".  Lexicon  Rabbin. 
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called  Gematria  ;"-  the  uncertainty  of  which  conjectures  sufficiently 
appears  from  their  disagreement.  Thus,  for  example,  five  chapters, 
one  of  which  is  the  second,  begin  with  these  letters,  A.L.M.,  which 
some  imagine  to  stand  for  Allcih  latif  inagid  \  "  GoD  is  gracious  and 
to  be  glorified ;"  or,  Ana  li  minni^  "  to  me  and  from  me,"  viz.,  belongs 
all  perfection,  and  proceeds  all  good  ;  or  else  for  Ana  Allah  dlani,  "  1 
am  the  most  wise  GoD,"  taking  the  first  letter  to  mark  the  beginning 
of  the  first  word,  the  second  the  middle  of  the  second  word,  and  the 
third  the  last  of  the  third  word  :  or  for  "Allah,  Gabriel,  Mohammed," 
the  author,  revealer,  and  preacher  of  the  Koran.  Others  say  that  as 
the  letter  A  belongs  to  the  lower  part  of  the  throat,  the  first  of  the 
organs  of  speech  ;  L  to  the  palate,  the  middle  organ  ;  and  M  to  the  lips, 
which  are  the  last  organs  ;  so  these  letters  signify  that  GOD  is  the 
beginning,  middle,  and  end,  or  ought  to  be  praised  in  the  beginning, 
middle,  and  end  of  all  our  words  and  actions  :  or,  as  the  total  value 
of  those  three  letters  in  numbers  is  seventy-one,  they  signify  that  in  the 
space  of  so  many  years,  the  religion  preached  in  the  Koran  should  be 
fully  estabhshed.  The  conjecture  of  a  learned  Christian^  is,  at  least,  as 
certain  as  any  of  the  former,  who  supposes  those  letters  were  set  there 
by  the  amanuensis,  for  Amar  li  Mohammed^  i.e.,  "at  the  command  of 
Mohammed,"  as  the  five  letters  prefixed  to  the  nineteenth  chapter  seem 
to  be  there  written  by  a  Jewish  scribe,  for  Cob yaas,i.e.,  "  thus  he  com- 
manded." 

The  Koran  is  universally  allowed  to  be  written  with  the  utmost 
elegance  and  purity  of  language,  in  the  dialect  of  the  tribe  of  Koreish, 
the  most  noble  and  polite  of  all  the  Arabians,  but  with  some  mixture, 
though  very  rarely,  of  other  dialects.  It  is  confessedly  the  standard  of 
the  Arabic  tongue,  and  as  the  more  orthodox  believe,  and  are  taught  by 
the  book  itself,  inimitable  by  any  human  pen  (though  some  sectaries 
have  been  of  another  opinion),'  and  therefore  insisted  on  as  a  perma- 
nent miracle,  greater  than  that  of  raising  the  dead,^  and  alone  sufficient 
to  convince  the  world  of  its  divine  original. 

And  to  this  miracle  did  Mohammed  himself  chiefly  appeal  for  the 
confirmation  of  his  mission,  publicly  challenging  the  most  eloquent 
men  in  Arabia,  which  was  at  that  time  stocked  with  thousands  whose 
sole  study  and  ambition  it  was  to  excel  in  elegance  of  style  and  com- 
position,'' to  produce  even  a  single  chapter  that  might  be  compared 
with  it.''  I  will  mention  but  one  instance  out  of  several,  to  show  that 
this  book  was  really  admired  for  the  beauty  of  its  composure  by  those 
who  must  be  allowed  to  have  been  competent  judges.  A  poem  of 
Labid  Ebn  Rabia,  one  of  the  greatest  wits  in  Arabia  in  Mohammed's 
time,  being  fixed  up  on  the  gate  of  the  temple  of  Mecca,  an  honour 
allowed  to  none  but  the  most  esteemed  performances,  none  of  the  other 
poets  durst  offer  anything  of  their  own  in  competition  with  it.  But  the 
second  chapter  of  the  Koran  being  fixed  up  by  it  soon  after,  Labid 

2  Vide  Ibid.  See  also  Schickardi  Bechinat  happerushim,  p.  62,  &.c.  3  Golius  in  append, 
ad  Gram.  Erp.  p.  182.  1  See  after.  "  Ahmed  Abd'alhalim,  apud  Marracc.  de  Ale.  p.  43. 
3  A  noble  writer  therefore  mistakes  the  question  when  he  says  these  eastern  religionists  leave 
their  sacred  writ  the  sole  standard  of  literate  perfurmance  by  extinguishing  all  true  learning. 
For  though  they  were  destitute  of  what  we  call  learning,  yet  they  were  far  from  being  ignorant, 
or  unable  to  compose  elegantly  in  their  own  tongue.  See  L.  Shaftesbury's  Characteristics,  vol. 
iii.  p.  235.  4  Al  Ghazali,  apud  Poc.  Spec.  191.     See  Kor.  c.  17,  and  also  c.  2,  p.  3,  and  c. 

II,  &c. 


48  ^k  PkELtMiNARY  DISCOURSE.  sec.  in, 

himself  (then  an  idolater)  on  reading  the  first  verses  only,  was  struck 
with  admiration,  and  immediately  professed  the  religion  taught  there- 
by, declaring  that  such  words  could  proceed  from  an  inspired  person 
only.  This  Labid  was  afterwards  of  great  service  to  Mohammed,  in 
writing  answers  to  the  satires  and  invectives  that  were  made  on  him 
and  his  religion  by  the  infidels,  and  particularly  by  Amri  al  Kais-^ 
prince  of  the  tribe  of  Asad,^  and  author  of  one  of  those  seven  famouc 
poems  called  al  Moallakat.' 

The  style  of  the  Koran  is  generally  beautiful  and  fluent,  especially 
where  it  imitates  the  prophetic  manner  and  scripture  phrases.  It  is 
concise  and  often  obscure,  adorned  with  bold  figures  after  the  eastern 
taste,  enlivened  with  florid  and  sententious  expressions,  and  in  many 
places,  especially  where  the  majesty  and  attributes  of  GoD  are  de- 
scribed, sublime  and  magnificent ;  of  which  the  reader  cannot  but  ob- 
serve several  instances,  though  he  must  not  imagine  the  translation 
comes  up  to  the  original,  notwithstanding  my  endeavours  to  do  it 
justice. 

Though  it  be  written  in  prose,  yet  the  sentences  generally  conclude 
in  a  long  continued  rhyme,  for  the  sake  of  which  the  sense  is  often  in- 
terrupted, and  unnecessary  repetitions  too  frequently  made,  which  ap- 
pear still  more  ridiculous  in  a  translation,  where  the  ornament,  such  as 
it  is,  for  whose  sake  they  were  made,  cannot  be  perceived.  However, 
the  Arabians  are  so  mightily  delighted  with  this  jingling,  that  they  em- 
ploy it  in  their  most  elaborate  compositions,  which  they  also  embellish 
with  frequent  passages  of,  and  allusions  to,  the  Koran,  so  that  it  is 
next  to  impossible  to  understand  them  without  being  well  versed  in 
this  book. 

It  is  probable  the  harmony  of  expression  which  the  Arabians  find  in 
the  Koran  might  contribute  not  a  little  to  make  them  relish  the  doctrine 
therein  taught,  and  give  an  efficacy  to  arguments  which,  had  they  been 
nakedly  proposed  without  this  rhetorical  dress,  might  not  have  so  easily 
prevailed.  Very  extraordinary  effects  are  related  of  the  power  of  words 
well  chosen  and  artfully  placed,  which  are  no  less  powerful  either  to 
ravish  or  amaze  than  music  itself ;  wherefore  as  much  has  been  ascribed 
by  the  best  orators  to  this  part  of  rhetoric  as  to  any  other.*  He  must 
have  a  very  bad  ear  who  is  not  uncommonly  moved  with  the  very  cadence 
of  a  well-turned  sentence;  and  Mohammed  seems  not  to  have  been 
ignorant  of  the  enthusiastic  operation  of  rhetoric  on  the  minds  of  men  ; 
for  which  reason  he  has  not  only  employed  his  utmost  skill  in  these  his 
pretended  revelations,  to  preserve  that  dignity  and  sublimity  of  style, 
which  might  seem  not  unworthy  of  the  majesty  of  that  Being,  whom 
he  gave  out  to  be  the  author  of  them;  and  to  imitate  the  prophetic 
manner  of  the  Old  Testament;  but  he  has  not  neglected  even  the 
other  arts  of  oratory ;  wherein  he  succeeded  so  well,  and  so  strangely 
captivated  the  minds  of  his  audience,  that  several  of  his  opponents 
thought  it  the  effect  of  witchcraft  and  enchantment,  as  he  sometimes 
complains.' 

"  Tlic  general  design  of  the  Koran"  (to  use  the  words  of  a  very 
learned  person)  "  seems  to  be  this.     To  unite  the  professors  of  the 

5  D'Herbel.  BIbl.  Orient,  p.  512,  &c.         6  Poc.  Spec.  p.  80.         7  See  before,  p.  22.         1  Sec 
Casaiibon,  of  Enthusiasm,  c.  4.         "  Kor.  c.  15,  21,  &c. 


S£C.  i!t.  THE  PRELIMINAkY  DISCOURSE.  49 

three  different  religions  then  followed  in  the  populous  country  of  Arabia, 
who  for  the  most  part  lived  promiscuously,  and  wandered  without 
g-uides,  the  far  greater  number  being  idolaters,  and  the  rest  Jews  and 
Christians,  mostly  of  erroneous  and  heterodox  belief,  in  the  knowledge 
and  worship  of  one  eternal,  invisible  GOD,  by  whose  power  all  things  were 
made,  and  those  which  are  not,  may  be,  the  supreme  Governor,  Judge, 
and  absolute  Lord  of  the  creation ;  established  under  the  sanction  of 
certain  laws,  and  the  outward  signs  of  certain  ceremonies,  partly  of 
ancient  and  partly  of  novel  institution,  and  enforced  by  setting  before 
them  rewards  and  punishments,  both  temporal  and  eternal;  and  to 
bring  them  all  to  the  obedience  of  Mohammed,  as  the  prophet  and 
ambassador  of  God,  who  after  the  repeated  admonitions,  promises, 
and  threats  of  former  ages,  was  at  last  to  establish  and  propagate 
God's  religion  on  earth  by  force  of  arms,  and  to  be  acknowledged 
chief  pontiff  in  spiritual  matters,  as  well  as  supreme  prince  in  tern-  * 
poral."'  _j 

The  great  doctrine  then  of  the  Kor^n  is  the  unity  of  God  ;  to  restore 
which  point  Mohammed  pretended  was  the  chief  end  of  his  mission ; 
it  being  laid  down  by  him  as  a  fundamental  truth,  that  there  never  was 
nor  ever  can  be  more  than  one  true  orthodox  religion.  For  though  the 
particular  laws  or  ceremonies  are  only  temporary,  and  subject  to 
alteration  according  to  the  divine  direction,  yet  the  substance  of  it 
being  eternal  truth,  is  not  liable  to  change,  but  continues  immutably 
the  same.  And  he  taught  that  whenever  this  religion  became  neglected, 
or  corrupted  in  essentials,  GOD  had  the  goodness  to  re-inform  and 
re-admonish  mankind  thereof,  by  several  prophets,  of  whom  Moses 
and  Jesus  were  the  most  distmguished,  till  the  appearance  of  Mo- 
hammed, who  is  their  seal,  no  other  being  to  be  expected  after  him. 
And  the  more  effectually  to  engage  people  to  hearken  to  him,  great 
part  of  the  Koran  is  employed  in  relating  examples  of  dreadful  punish- 
ments formerly  inflicted  by  God  on  those  who  rejected  and  abused  his 
messengers ;  several  of  which  stories  or  some  circumstances  of  them 
are  taken  from  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  but  many  more  from  the 
apocryphal  books  and  traditions  of  the  Jews  and  Christians  of  those 
ages,  set  up  in  the  Koran  as  truths  in  opposition  to  the  scriptures, 
which  the  Jews  and  Christians  are  charged  with  having  altered;  and  1 
am  apt  to  believe  that  fev/  or  none  of  the  relations  or  circumstances  in 
the  Koran  were  invented  by  Mohammed,  as  is  generally  supposed,  it 
being  easy  to  trace  the  greatest  part  of  them  much  higher,  as  the  rest 
might  be,  were  more  of  those  books  extant,  and  it  was  worth  v/hile  to 
make  the  inquiry. 

The  other  part  of  the  Koran  is  taken  up  in  giving  necessary  laws  and 
directions,  in  frequent  admonitions  to  moral  and  divine  virtues,  and 
above  all  to  the  worshipping  and  reverencing  of  the  only  true  God, 
and  resignation  to  his  will ;  among  which  are  many  excellent  things 
intermixed  not  unworthy  even  a  Christian's  perusal. 

But  besides  these,  there  are  a  great  number  of  passages  which  are 
occasional,  and  relate  to  particular  emergencies.  For  whenever  any- 
tliing    happened   which   perplexed   and   gravelled    MohamnKd,   and 

1  Gol'sus.  in  appen   ad  Gram.  Efp  p.  176. 
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which  he  could  not  otherwise  get  over,  he  had  constant  recourse  to  a 
new  revelation,  as  an  infallible  expedient  in  all  nice  cases ;  and  he  found 
the  success  of  this  method  answer  his  expectation.  It  was  certainly  an 
admirable  and  politic  contrivance  of  his  to  bring  down  the  whole 
Koran  at  once  to  the  lowest  heaven  only,  and  not  to  the  earth,  as  a 
bungling  prophet  would  probably  have  done ;  for  if  the  whole  had  been 
published  at  once,  innumerable  objections  might  have  been  made, 
which  it  would  have  been  very  hard,  if  not  impossible,  for  him  to  solve  : 
but  as  he  pretended  to  have  received  it  by  parcels,  as  God  saw  proper 
that  they  should  be  published  for  the  conversion  and  instruction  of  the 
people,  he  had  a  sure  way  to  answer  all  emergencies,  and  to  extricate 
himself  with  honour  from  any  difficulty  which  might  occur.  If  any 
objection  be  hence  made  to  that  eternity  of  the  Koran,  which  the  Mo- 
hammedans are  taught  to  believe,  they  easily  answer  it  by  their  doctrine 
of  absolute  predestination ;  according  to  which  all  the  accidents  for 
the  i^ake  of  which  these  occasional  passages  were  revealed,  were  pre- 
detei  mined  by  GOD  from  all  eternity. 

Thit  Mohammed  was  really  the  author  and  chief  contriver  of  the 
Koran  is  beyond  dispute;  though  it  be  highly  probable  that  he  had  no 
small  assistance  in  his  design  from,  others,  as  his  countrymen  failed 
not  to  object  to  him;'  however,  they  differed  so  much  in  their  conjec- 
tures as  to  the  particular  persons  who  gave  him  such  assistance,'  that 
they  were  not  able,  it  seems,  to  piove  the  charge;  Mohammed,  it  is  to 
be  presumed,  having  taken  his  measures  too  well  to  be  discovered. 
Dr.  Prideaux'  has  given  the  most  probable  account  of  this  matter, 
though  chiefly  from  Christian  writers,  who  generally  mix  such  ridiculous 
fables  with  what  they  deliver,  that  they  deserve  not  much  credit. 

However  it  be,  the  Mohammedans  absolutely  deny  the  Koran  was 
composed  by  their  prophet  himself,  or  any  other  for  him;  it  being 
their  general  and  orthodox  belief  that  it  is  of  divine  original,  nay,  that 
it  is  eternal  and  uncreated,  remaining,  as  some  express  it,  in  the  very 
essence  of  God  ;  that  the  first  transcript  has  been  from  everlasting 
by  God's  throne,  written  on  a  table  of  vast  bigness,  called  the 
preserved  table,  in  which  are  also  recorded  the  divine  decrees  past  and 
future :  that  a  copy  irom  this  table,  in  one  volume  on  paper,  was  by 
the  ministry  of  the  angel  Gabriel  sent  down  to  the  lowest  heaven,  in  the 
month  of  Ramadan,  on  the  night  of  power;*  from  whence  Gabriel 
revealed  it  to  Mohammed  by  parcels,  some  at  Mecca,  and  some  at 
Medina,  at  different  times,  during  the  space  of  twenty-three  years,  as 
the  exigency  of  affairs  required ;  giving  him,  however,  the  consolation  to 
show  him  the  whole  (which  they  tell  us  was  bound  in  silk,  and  adorned 
with  gold  and  precious  stones  of  paradise)  once  a  year ;  but  in  the  last 
year  of  his  life  he  had  the  favour  to  see  it  twice.  They  say  that  few 
chapters  were  delivered  entire,  the  most  part  being  revealed  piecemeal, 
and  written  down  from  time  to  time  by  the  prophet's  amanuenses  in 
such  or  such  a  part  of  such  or  such  a  chapter  till  they  were  completed, 
according  to  the  directions  of  the  angel'     The  first  parcel  that  was 

1  Vide  Kor.  c.  16,  and  c.  25.  ^  See  the  notes  on  those  passages.  3  l^ife  of  Mahomet, 

p.  31,  &c  ■*  Vide  Kor.  c.  97,  and  note  ibid.  '  Therefore  it  is  a  mistake  of  Dr.  Prideaux 
to  say  ii  was  brought  him  chapter  by  chapter.  1  ife  of  Mahomet,  p.  6.  I'he  Jews  also  say 
the  Law  was  given  t-o  Moses  by  parcels.     Vide  Millium,  de  Mohammcdismo  ante  Moham 
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revealed,  is  generally  agreed  to  have  been  the  first  five  verses  of  the 
ninety-sixth  chapter.' 

After  the  new  revealed  passages  had  been  from  the  prophet's  mouth 
taken  down  in  writing  by  his  scribe,  they  were  published  to  his  fol- 
lowers, several  of  whom  took  copies  for  their  private  use,  but  the  far 
greater  number  got  them  by  heart.  The  originals  when  returned  were 
put  promiscuously  into  a  chest,  observing  no  order  of  time,  for  which 
reason  it  is  uncertain  when  many  passages  were  revealed. 

When  Mohammed  died,  he  left  his  revelations  in  the  same  disorder 
I  have  mentioned,  and  not  digested  into  the  method,  such  as  it  is, 
which  we  now  find  them  in.  This  was  the  work  of  his  successor,  Abu 
Beer,  who  considering  that  a  great  number  of  passages  were  committed 
to  the  memory  of  Mohammed's  followers,  many  of  whom  were  slain  in 
their  wars,  ordered  the  whole  to  be  collected,  not  only  from  the  palm- 
leaves  and  skins  on  which  they  had  been  written,  and  which  were  kept 
between  two  boards  or  covers,  but  also  from  the  mouths  of  such  as  had 
gotten  them  by  heart.  And  this  transcript  when  completed  he  com- 
mitted to  the  custody  of  Hafsa  the  daughter  of  Omar,  one  of  the 
prophet's  widows.^ 

From  this  relation  it  is  generally  imagined  that  Abu  Beer  was  really 
the  compiler  of  the  Koran ;  though  for  aught  appears  to  the  contrary, 
Mohammed  left  the  chapters  complete  as  we  now  have  them,  excepting 
such  passages  as  his  successor  might  add  or  correct  from  those  who 
had  gotten  them  by  heart ;  what  Abu  Beer  did  else  being  perhaps  no 
more  than  to  range  the  chapters  in  their  present  order,  which  he  seems 
to  have  done  without  any  regard  to  time,  having  generally  placed  the 
longest  first. 

However,  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  the  Hejra,  Othmin  being  then 
Khalif,  and  observing  the  great  disagreement  in  the  copies  of  the 
Koran  in  the  several  provinces  of  the  empire — those  of.  Irak,  for  ex- 
ample, following  the  reading  of  Abu  Musa  al  Ashari,  and  the  Syrians 
that  of  Macdad  Ebn  Aswad — he,  by  advice  of  the  companions,  ordered 
a  great  number  of  copies  to  be  transcribed  from  that  of  Abu  Beer,  in 
Hafsa's  care,  under  the  inspection  of  Zeid  Ebn  Thabet,  Abd'allah 
Ebn  Zobair,  Said  Ebn  al  As,  and  Abd'alrahman  Ebn  al  Hareth,  the 
Makhzumite;  whom  he  directed  that  wherever  they  disagreed  about 
any  word,  they  should  write  it  in  the  dialect  of  the  Koreish,  in  which 
it  was  at  first  delivered.'  These  copies  when  made  were  dispersed 
in  the  several  provinces  of  the  empire,  and  the  old  ones  burnt  and 
suppressed.  Though  many  things  in  Hafsa's  copy  were  corrected  by 
the  above-mentioned  supervisors,  yet  some  few  various  readings  still 
occur ;  the  most  material  of  which  will  be  taken  notice  of  in  their 
proper  places. 

The  want  of  vowels'  in  the  Arabic  character  made  Mokris,  or  readers 
whose  peculiar  study  and  profession  it  was  to  read  the  Koran  with  its 
proper   vowels,   absolutely   necessary.      But   these  differing   in  their 

5  Not  the  whole  chapter,  as  Golius  says.     Append,  ud  Gr.  Erp.  p.  i8o.         3  Elmacin.  in  Vita 
Abu  Beer.     Abulfeda.  1  Abulfeda,  in  Vitis  Abubecr  and  Othinan.  2  Xhe  characters  or 

marks  of  the  Arabic  vowels  were  not  used  till  several  years  after  Mohammed.  Some  ascribe  the 
invention  of  them  to  Yahya  Ebn  Yamer,  some  to  Nasr  Ebn  Asam,  surnamed  al  Leithi,  and 
others  to  Abu'laswad  al  Dili — all  three  of  whom  were  doctors  of  Basra,  and  immediately  suc- 
ceeded the  companions.     See  D'Herbel.  Bibl.  Orient,  p.  87. 
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manner  of  reading,  occasioned  still  further  variations  in  the  copies  of 
the  Koran,  as  they  are  now  written  with  the  vowels ;  and  herein  consist 
much  the  greater  part  of  the  various  readings  throughout  the  book. 
The  readers  whose  authority  the  commentators  chiefly  allege,  in  ad- 
mitting these  various  readings,  are  seven  in  number. 

There  being  some  passages  in  the  Koran  which  are  contradictory, 
the  Mohammedan  doctors  obviate  any  objection  from  thence  by  the 
doctrine  of  abrogation;  for  they  say,  that  GOD  in  the  Koran  com- 
manded several  things  which  were  for  good  reasons  afterwards  revoked 
and  abrogated. 

Passages  abrogated  are  distinguished  into  three  kinds  :  the  first 
where  the  letter  and  the  sense  are  both  abrogated ;  the  second,  where 
the  letter  only  is  abrogated,  but  the  sejise  remains;  and  the  third, 
where  the  sense  is  abrogated,  though  the  letter  remains. 

Of  the  first  kind  were  several  verses,  which,  by  the  tradition  of  Malec 
Ebn  Ans,  were  in  the  prophet's  lifetime  read  in  the  chapter  of  Re- 
pentance, but  are  not  now  extant,  one  of  which,  being  all  he  remem- 
bered of  them,  was  the  following:  "  If  a  son  of  Adam  had  two  rivers  of 
gold,  he  would  covet  yet  a  third  ;  and  if  he  had  three,  he  would  covet 
yet  a  fourth  (to  be  added)  unto  them  ;  neither  shall  the  belly  of  a  son 
of  Adam  be  filled,  but  with  dust.  God  will  turn  unto  him  who  shall 
repent."  Another  instance  of  this  kind  we  have  from  the  tradition  of 
Abd'allah  Ebn  Masud,  who  reported  that  the  prophet  gave  him  a  verse 
to  read  which  he  wrote  down  ;  but  the  next  morning  looking  in  his 
book,  he  found  it  was  vanished,  and  the  leaf  blank  :  this  he  acquainted 
Mohammed  with,  who  assured  him  the  verse  was  revoked  the  same 
night. 

Of  the  second  kind  is  a  verse  called  the  verse  of  stoning,  which, 
according  to  the  tradition  of  Omar,  afterwards  Khalif,  was  extant  while 
Mohammed  was  living,  though  it  be  not  now  to  be  found.  The  words 
are  these:  "Abhor  not  your  parents,  for  this  would  be  ingratitude  in 
you.  If  a  man  and  woman  of  reputation  commit  adultery,  ye  shall 
stone  them  both  ;  it  is  a  punishment  ordained  by  God  ;  for  God  is 
mighty  and  wise." 

Of  the  last  kind  are  observed  several  verses  in  sixty-three  different 
chapters,  to  the  number  of  225.  Such  as  the  precepts  of  turning  in 
prayer  to  Jerusalem;  fasting  after  the  old  custom  ;  forbearance  towards 
idolaters  ;  avoiding  the  ignorant,  and  the  like.'  The  passages  of  this 
sort  have  been  carefully  collected  by  several  writers,  and  are  most  of 
them  remarked  in  their  proper  places. 

Though  it  is  the  belief  of  the  Sonnites  or  orthodox  that  the  Korin  is 
uncreated  and  eternal,  subsisting  in  the  very  essence  of  GOD,  and  Mo- 
hammed himself  is  said  to  have  pronounced  him  an  infidel  who  asserted 
the  contrary,'  yet  several  have  been  of  a  different  opinion  ;  particularly 
the  sect  of  the  Mdtazalites,'  and  the  followers  of  Isa  Ebn  Sobeih  Abu 
Musa,  surnamed  al  Mozdar,  who  stuck  not  to  accuse  those  who  held 
the  Koran  to  be  uncreated  of  infidelity,  as  asserters  of  two  eternal 
beings.* 

This  point  was  controverted  with  so  much  heat  that  it  occasioned 

1  Abu  Ilashcrn  Heb.atallah,  apiul  Marracc.  de  Ale.  p.  4a.  '  A  pud  Poc    Spec.  220. 

3  See  after,  in  Sect.  VIII.       *  Vide  Poc.  Spec.  p.  219,  &c 
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many  calamities  under  some  of  the  Khalifs  of  the  family  of  Abbas,  al 
Mamun»  making  a  public  edict  declaring  the  Koran  to  be  created, 
which  was  confirmed  by  his  successors  Al  Motasem^  and  Al  Wathek,' 
who  whipped,  imprisoned,  and  put  to  death  those  of  the  contrary 
opinion.  But  at  length  Al  Motawakkel,'  who  succeeded  Al  Wathek, 
put  an  end  to  these  persecutions,  by  revoking  the  former  edicts,  releas- 
ing those  that  were  imprisoned  on  that  account,  and  leaving  every  man 
at  liberty  as  to  his  belief  in  this  point.' 

Al  Ghazali  seems  to  have  tolerably  reconciled  both  opinions,  saying, 
that  the  Koran  is  read  and  pronounced  with  the  tongue,  written  in 
books,  and  kept  in  memory  ;  and  is  yet  eternal,  subsisting  in  God's 
essence,  and  not  possible  to  be  separated  thence  by  any  transmission 
into  men's  memories  or  the  leaves  of  books  \^  by  which  he  seems  to 
mean  no  more  than  that  the  original  idea  of  the  Koran  only  is  really  in 
God,  and  consequently  co-essential  and  co-eternal  with  him,  but  that 
the  copies  are  created  and  the  work  of  man. 

The  opinion  of  Al  Jahedh,  chief  of  a  sect  bearing  his  name,  touching 
the  Koran,  is  too  remarkable  to  be  omitted  :  he  used  to  say  it  was  a 
body,  which  might  sometimes  be  turned  into  a  man,*  and  sometimes 
into  a  beast  \^  which  seems  to  agree  with  the  notion  of  those  who 
assert  the  Koran  to  have  two  faces,  one  of  a  man,  the  other  of  a  beast ;" 
thereby,  as  I  conceive,  intimating  the  double  interpretation  it  will  admit 
of,  according  to  the  letter  or  the  spirit. 

As  some  have  held  the  Koran  to  be  created,  so  there  have  not  been 
wanting  those  who  have  asserted  that  there  is  nothing  miraculous  in 
that  book  in  respect  to  style  or  composition,  excepting  only  the  pro- 
phetical relations  of  things  past,  and  predictions  of  things  to  come  ; 
and  that  had  GOD  left  men  to  their  natural  liberty,  and  not  restrained 
them  in  that  particular,  the  Arabians  could  have  composed  something 
not  only  equal,  but  superior  to  the  Koran  in  eloquence,  method,  and 
purity  of  language.  This  was  another  opinion  of  the  Mdtazalites,  and 
in  particular  of  al  Mozdar,  above  mentioned,  and  al  Nodham.^ 

The  Koran  being  the  Mohammedans'  rule  of  faith  and  practice,  it  is 
no  wonder  its  expositors  and  commentators  are  so  very  numerous. 
And  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  take  notice  of  the  rules  they  observe  in  ex- 
pounding it. 

One  of  the  most  learned  commentators*  distinguishes  the  contents 
of  the  Koran  into  allegorical  and  literal.  The  former  comprehends 
the  more  obscure,  parabolical,  and  enigmatical  passages,  and  such  as 

5  Anno  Hej.  218.  Abulfarag,  p.  245,  v.  etiam  Elmacin.  in  Vita  al  Mamun.  6  In  the  time  of 
al  Mdtasem,  a  doctor  named  Abu  Harun  Ebn  al  Baca  found  out  a  distinction  to  screen  himself, 
by  affirming  that  the  Koran  was  ordained,  because  it  is  said  in  that  book,  "  And  I  have  ordained 
thee  the  Koran."  He  went  still  farther  to  allow  that  what  was  ordained  was  created,  and  yet 
he  denied  it  thence  followed  that  the  Koran  was  created.  Abulfarag,  p.  253.  7  Ibid.  p.  257. 
1  Anno  Hej.  242.  2  Abulfarag,  p.  262,  3  Al  Ghazali,  in  prof.  fid.  4  The  Khalif  al 

Walid  Ebn  Yazid,  who  was  the  eleventh  of  the  race  of  Ommeya,  and  is  looked  on  by  the 
Mohammedans  as  a  reprobate,  and  one  of  no  religion,  seems  to  have  treated  this  book  as  a 
rational  creature  ;  for,  dipping  into  it  one  day,  the  first  words  he  met  with  were  these  :  "  Every 
rebellious  perverse  person  shall  not  prosper."  Whereupon  he  stuck  it  on  a  lance,  and  shot  it 
to  pieces  with  arrows,  repeating  these  verses :  "  Dost  thou  rebuke  every  rebellious  perverse 
person?  Behold,  I  am  that  rebellious,  perverse  person.  When  thou  appearest  before  thy  Lord 
on  the  day  of  resurrection,  say,  O  Lord,  al  Walid  has  torn  me  thus."  Ebn  Shohnah.  v.  Poc. 
Spec.  p.  223.  6  Poc.  Spec.  p.  222.  6  Herbelot,  p.  87.  7  Abulfeda,  Shalirestani,  &c.  apud 
Poc  Spec.  p.  ■!■»!*,  et  Marracc.  ae  Kor.  p.  44.  ^  Al  Kamakhshari.     Vide  Kor.  c.  3* 
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are  repealed  or  abrogated ;  the  latter  those  which  are  plain,  perspicuous, 

liable  to  no  doubt,  and  in  full  force. 

To  explain  these  severally  in  a  right  manner,  it  is  necessary  from 
tradition  and  study  to  know  the  time  when  each  passage  was  revealed, 
Its  circumstances,  state,  and  history,  and  the  reasons  or  particular 
emergencies  for  the  sake  of  which  it  was  revealed.'  Or,  more  explicitly, 
whether  the  passage  was  revealed  at  Mecca,  or  at  Medina;  whether  it 
be  abrogated,  or  does  itself  abrogate  any  other  passage  ;  whether  it  be 
anticipated  in  order  of  time,  or  postponed ;  whether  it  be  distinct  from 
the  context,  or  depends  thereon ;  whether  it  be  particular  or  general ; 
and,  lastly,  whether  it  be  implicit  by  intention,  or  explicit  in  words.' 

By  what  has  been  said  the  reader  may  easily  believe  this  book  is  in 
the  greatest  reverence  and  esteem  among  the  Mohammedans.  They 
dare  not  so  much  as  touch  it  without  being  first  washed  or  legally 
purified  ;*  which,  lest  they  should  do  by  inadvertence,  they  write  these 
words  on  the  cover  or  label,  "  Let  none  touch  it  but  they  who  are 
clean."  They  read  it  with  great  care  and  respect,  never  holding  it 
below  their  girdles.  They  swear  by  it,  consult  it  in  their  weighty 
occasions, 5  carry  it  with  them  to  war,  write  sentences  of  it  on  their 
banners,  adorn  it  with  gold  and  precious  stones,  and  knowingly  suffer 
it  not  to  be  in  the  possession  of  any  of  a  different  persuasion. 

The  Mohammedans,  far  from  thinking  the  Koran  to  be  profaned  by 
a  translation,  as  some  authors  have  written,^  have  taken  care  to  have 
their  scriptures  translated  not  only  into  the  Persian  tongue,  but  into 
several  others,  particularly  the  Javan  and  Malayan,'  though  out  of 
respect  to  the  original  Arabic,  these  versions  are  generally  (if  not 
alway*^)  jnterlineary. 


SECTION  IV. 

OF  THE  DOCTRINES  AND  POSITIVE  PRECEPTS  OF  THE  KORAN,  WHICH 
RELATE  TO   FAITH  AND   RELIGIOUS  DUTIES. 


IT  has  been  already  observed  more  than  once,  that  the  fundamental 
position  on  which  Mohammed  erected  the  superstructure  of  his 
religion  was,  that  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  world  there  has 
been,  and  for  ever  will  be,  but  one  true  orthodox  belief ;  consisting,  as 
to  matter  of  faith,  in  the  acknowledging  of  the  only  true  GOD,  and  the 
believing  in  and  obeying  such  messengers  or  prophets  as  he  should 
from  time  to  time  send,  with  proper  credentials,  to  reveal  his  will  to 

2  Ahmed  Ebn  Moh.  al  Thalebi,  in  Princip.  Expos.  Ale.      '  Yahya  Ebn  al  Salam  al  Basri,  in 

Princep.  Expos.  Ale.  ■*  The  Jews  have  the  same  veneration  for  their  law  ;  not  daring  to  touch 
it  with  unwashed  hands,  nor  then  neither  without  a  cover.  Vide  Millium,  de  Mohammedismo 
ante  Moh.  p.  366.  ^  This  they  do  by  dipping  into  it,  and  taking  an  omen  from  the  words 

which  they  first  light  on :  which  practice  they  also  learned  of  the  Jews,  who  do  the  .same  with 
the  scriptures.     Vide  Milliiim,  ul>i  sup.  6  Sionita,  de  Urb.  Orient,  p.  41,  et  M.irracc  dt 

Ale.  p.  33.         7  Reland.  de  Rei.  Moh.  p.  965. 
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mankind  ;  and  as  to  matter  of  practice,  in  the  observance  of  the 
immutable  and  eternal  laws  of  right  and  wrong,  together  with  sucli 
other  precepts  and  ceremonies  as  God  should  think  fit  to  order  for  the 
time  being,  according  to  the  different  dispensations  in  different  ages  of 
the  world  :  for  these  last  he  allowed  were  things  indifferent  in  their 
own  nature,  and  became  obligatory  by  God's  positive  precept  only  ; 
and  were  therefore  temporary,  and  subject  to  alteration  according  to 
his  will  and  pleasure.  And  to  this  religion  he  gives  the  name  of 
Islam,  which  word  signifies  resignation,  or  submission  to  the  service 
and  commands  of  GoD;'  and  is  used  as  the  proper  name  of  the 
Mohammedan  religion,  which  they  will  also  have  to  be  the  same  at 
bottom  with  that  of  all  the  prophets  from  Adam. 

Under  pretext  that  this  eternal  religion  was  in  his  time  corrupted, 
and  professed  in  its  purity  by  no  one  sect  of  men,  Mohammed  pre- 
tended to  be  a  prophet  sent  by  GOD  to  reform  those  abuses  which  had 
crept  into  it,  and  to  reduce  it  to  its  primitive  simplicity  ;  with  the  addi- 
tion, however,  of  peculiar  laws  and  ceremonies,  some  of  which  had 
been  used  in  former  times,  and  others  were  now  first  instituted.  And 
he  comprehended  the  whole  substance  of  his  doctrine  under  these  two 
propositions,  or  articles  of  faith  ;  viz.,  that  there  is  but  one  GOD,  and 
that  himself  was  the  apostle  of  God  ;  in  consequence  of  which  latter  - 
article,  ail  such  ordinances  and  institutions  as  he  thought  fit  to  establish 
must  be  received  as  obligatory  and  of  divine  authority. 

The  Mohammedans  divide  their  religion,  which,  as  I  just  now  said, 
they  call  Islam,  into  two  distinct  parts  :  Iman,  ?>.,  faith,  or  theory,  and 
Din,  i.e.^  religion,  or  practice  ;  and  teach  that  it  is  built  on  five  funda- 
mental points,  one  belonging  to  faith,  and  the  other  four  to  practice. 

The  first  is  that  confession  of  faith  which  I  have  already  mentioned ; 
that  "  there  is  no  god  but  the  true  God  ;  and  that  Mohammed  is  his 
apostle."  Under  which  they  comprehend  six  distinct  branches  ;  viz., 
I.  Belief  in  God  ;  2.  In  his  angels  ;  3.  In  his  scriptures  ;  4.  In  his 
prophets  ;  5.  In  the  resurrection  and  day  of  judgment  ;  and,  6.  In 
God's  absolute  decree  and  predetermination  both  of  good  and  evil. 

The  four  points  relating  to  practice  are  :  i.  Prayer,  under  which  are 
comprehended  those  washings  or  purifications  which  are  necessary 
preparations  required  before  prayer  ;  2.  Alms  ;  3.  Fasting ;  and,  4. 
The  pilgrimage  to  Mecca.   Of  each  of  these  I  shall  speak  in  their  order. 

That  both  Mohammed  -and  those  among  his  followers  who  are 
reckoned  orthodox,  had  and  continue  to  have  just  and  true  notions  of 
God  and  his  attributes  (always  excepting  their  obstinate  and  impious 
rejecting  of  the  Trinity),  appears  so  plain  from  the  Koran  itself  and  all 
the  Mohammedan  divines,  that  it  would  be  loss  of  time  to  refute  those 
who  suppose  the  God  of  Mohammed  to  be  different  from  the  true  God, 
and  only  a  fictitious  deity  or  idol  of  his  own  creation.'  Nor  shall  1 
here  enter  into  any  of  the  Mohammedan  controversies  concerning  the 
divine  nature  and  attributes,  because  I  shall  have  a  more  proper 
opportunity  of  doing  it  elsewhere.' 

1  The  root  Salama,  from  whence  Islam  is  formed,  in  the  first  and  fourth  conjugations, 
signifies  also  to  be  saved,  or  to  enter  into  a  state  of  salvation  ;  according  to  which,  Islam  may 
be  translated  the  religion  or  state  of  salvation  :  but  the  other  sense  is  more  approved  by  th«- 
Mohammedans,  and  alluded  to  in  the  Koran  itself.     See  '"-  2  mkI  c.  3. 

9  Marracc.  in  Ale.  p.  loa.         ^  Sect    VIII. 
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The  existence  of  angels  and  their  purity  are  absolutely  required  to 
be  believed  in  the  Koran  ;  and  he  is  reckoned  an  infidel  who  denies 
there  are  such  beings,  or  hates  any  of  them/  or  asserts  any  distinction 
of  sexes  among  them.  They  believe  them  to  have  pure  and  subtle 
bodies,  created  of  fire  ;*  that  they  neither  eat  nor  drink,  nor  propagate 
their  species  ;  that  they  have  various  forms  and  offices  ;  some  adoring 
God  in  dilTcrent  postures,  others  singing  praises  to  him,  or  interceding 
for  mankind.  They  hold  that  some  of  them  are  employed  in  writing 
down  the  actions  of  men  ;  others  in  carrying  the  throne  of  GOD  and 
other  services. 

The  four  angels  whom  they  look  on  as  more  eminently  in  GOD's 
favour,  and  often  mention  on  account  of  the  offices  assigned  them,  are 
Gabriel,  to  whom  they  give  several  titles,  particularly  those  of  the  holy 
spirit,'  and  the  angel  of  revelations,*  supposing  him  to  be  honoured  by 
God  with  a  greater  confidence  than  any  other,  and  to  be  employed  in 
wilting  down  the  divine  decrees  ;^  Michael,  the  friend  and  protector  of 
the  Jews  ;*  Azrael,  the  angel  of  death,  who  separates  men's  souls  from 
their  bodies  ;^  and  Israfil,  whose  office  it  will  be  to  sound  the  trumpet  at 
the  resurrection.*  The  Mohammedans  also  believe  that  two  guardian 
angels  attend  on  every  man,  to  observe  and  write  down  his  actions,' 
being  changed  every  day,  and  therefore  called  al  Moakkibat,  or  the 
angels  who  continually  succeed  one  another. 

This  whole  doctrine  concerning  angels  Mohammed  and  his  disciples 
have  borrowed  from  the  Jews,  who  learned  the  names  and  offices  of 
those  beings  from  the  Persians,  as  themselves  confess.^  The  ancient 
Persians  firmly  believed  the  ministry  of  angels,  and  their  superinten- 
dence over  the  affairs  of  this  world  (as  the  Magians  still  do),  and  there- 
fore assigned  them  distinct  charges  and  provinces,  giving  their  names 
to  their  months  and  the  days  of  their  months.  Gabriel  they  called 
Sorush  and  Revan  bakhsh,  or  the  giver  of  souls^  in  opposition  to  the 
contrary  office  of  thfe  angel  of  death,  to  whom  among  other  names  they 
gave  tha'  of  Mordad,  or  the  giver  of  death;  Michael  they  called 
Beshter,  who  according  to  them  provides  sustenance  for  mankind.' 
The  Jews  teach  that  the  angels  were  created  of  fire  ;'°  that  they  have 
several  offices  ;"  that  they  intercede  for  men,"  and  attend  them.'^  The 
angel  of  death  they  name  Duma,  and  say  he  calls  dying  persons  by 
their  respective  names  at  their  last  hour.'* 

The  devil,  whom  Mohammed  names  Eblis  from,  his  despair,  vf3.s  once 
one  of  those  angels  who  are  nearest  to  God's  presence,  called  Azazil,'* 
and  fell,  according  to  the  doctrine  af  the  Koran,  for  refusing  to  pay 
homage  to  Adam  at  the  command  of  GOD.'* 

Besides  angels  and  devils,  the  Mohammedans  are  taught  by  the 

*  Kor.  c.  2,  p.  13.  ^  Ibid.  c.  7  and  38.  1  Ibid.  c.  2,  p.  12.  '  ,)ae  the  notes,  Ibid,  p.  13. 
3  Vide  Hyde,  Hist.  Rel.  Vet.  Peis.  p.  262.  *  Vide  Ibid.  p.  271,  and  not.  in  Kor.  p.  13. 

*  Vide  not.  Ibid.  p.  4.  6  Kor.  c.  6,  13,  and  86.  The  offices  of  these  four  angels  are  described 
almost  in  the  same  manner  in  the  apocryphal  gospel  of  Barnabas,  where  it  is  said  that  Gabriel 
reveals  the  secrets  of  God,  Michael  combats  against  his  enemies,  Raphael  receives  the  souls  o( 
those  who  die,  and  Uriel  is  to  call  everyone  to  judgment  on  the  last  day.  See  the  Menagiana, 
lom.  iv.  p.  333.  7  Kor.  c.  10.  8  Talmud  Hieros.  in  Rosh  hashan.         *  Vide  Hyde,  ubi 

sup.  c.  19  and  20.  ^^  Gemar.  in  Hagig.  and  Bereshit  rabbah,  &c.     Vide  Psalm  civ.  4. 

-1  Yalkut  hadash.  12  Gemar.  in  Shebet,  and  Bava  Bathra,  &c.  1'  Midrash,  Valkul 

Shemuni.  l*  Gemar.  Berachoth.  15  vije  Reland.  de  Rel.  Moh.  p.  189,  &c  !•  Kot. 
e.  s.        See  zlso  c.  7,  38,  &c. 
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Koran  to  believe  an  intermediate  order  of  creatures,  which  they  call 
Jin  or  Genii,  created  also  of  fire,'^  but  of  a  g^rosser  fabric  than  angels  ; 
since  they  eat  and  drink,  and  propagate  their  species,  and  are  subject 
to  death.'  Some  of  these  are  supposed  to  be  good,  and  others  bad,  and 
capable  of  future  salvation  or  damnation,  as  men  are  ;  whence  Mo- 
hanimed  pretended  to  be  sent  for  the  conversion  of  genii  as  well  as 
men.'  The  orientals  pretend  that  these  genii  inhabited  the  world  for 
many  ages  before  Adam  was  created,  under  the  government  of  several 
successive  princes,  who  all  bore  the  common  name  of  Solomon  ;  but 
falling  at  length  into  an  almost  general  corruption,  Eblis  was  sent  to 
drive  them  into  a  remote  part  of  the  earth,  there  to  be  confined  :  that 
some  of  that  generation  still  remaining,  were  by  Tahmurath,  one  of  the 
ancient  kings  of  Persia,  who  waged  war  against  them,  forced  to  retreat 
into  the  famous  mountains  of  Kaf  Of  which  successions  and  wars  they 
have  many  fabulous  and  romantic  stories.  They  also  make  different 
ranks  and  degrees  among  these  beings  (if  they  be  not  rather  supposed 
to  be  of  a  different  species),  some  being  called  absolutely  Jin,  some  Peri 
or  fairies,  some  Div  or  giants,  others  Tacwins  or  fates. ^ 

The  Mohammedan  notions  concerning  these  genii  agree  almost 
exactly  with  what  the  Jews  write  of  a  sort  of  demons,  called  Shedim, 
whom  some  fancy  to  have  been  begotten  by  two  angels  named  Aza  and 
Azael,  on  Naamah  the  daughter  of  Lamech,  before  the  Flood.*  How- 
ever, the  Shedim,  they  tell  us,  agree  in  three  things  with  the  minister- 
ing angels  ;  for  that,  like  them,  they  have  wings,  and  fly  from  one  end 
of  the  world  to  the  other,  and  have  some  knowledge  of  futurity ;  and  in 
three  things  they  agree  with  men,  like  whom  they  eat  and  drink,  are 
propagated,  and  die.^  They  also  say  that  some  of  them  believe  in  the 
law  of  Moses,  and  are  consequently  good,  and  that  others  of  them  are 
infidels  and  reprobates.* 

As  to  the  scriptures,  the  Mohammedans  are  taught  by  the  Koran 
that  God,  in  divers  ages  of  the  world,  gave  revelations  of  his  will  in 
writing  to  several  prophets,  the  whole  and  every  word  of  which  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  a  good  Moslem  to  believe.  The  number  of 
these  sacred  books  v\'ere,  according  to  them,  104.  Of  which  ten  were 
given  to  Adam,  fifty  to  Seth,  thirty  to  Edris  or  Enoch,  ten  to  Abraham ; 
and  the  other  four,  being  the  Pentateuch,  the  Psalms,  the  Gospel,  and 
the  Koran,  were  successively  delivered  to  Moses,  David,  Jesus,  and 
Mohammed  ;  which  last  being  the  seal  of  the  prophets,  those  revela- 
tions are  now  closed,  and  no  more  are  to  be  expected.  All  these  divine 
books,  except  the  four  last,  they  agree  to  be  now  entirely  lost,  and  their 
contents  unknown;  though  the  Sabians  have  several  books  which  they 
attribute  to  some  of  the  antediluvian  prophets.  And  of  those  four  the 
Pentateuch,  Psalms,  and  Gospel,  they  say,  have  undergone  so  many 
alterations  and  corruptions,  that  though  there  may  possibly  be  some 
part  of  the  true  word  of  God  therein,  yet  no  credit  is  to  be  given  to  the 
present  copies  in  the  hands  of  the  Jews  and  Christians.  The  Jews  in 
particular  are  frequently  reflected  on  in  the  Koran  for  falsifying  and 
corrupting  their  copies  of  their  law ;  and  some  instances  of  such  pre- 

^  Kor.  c  55.     See  the  notes  there.  1  Jallalo'ddin,  in  Kor.  c.  2  and  18.  2  Vide  Kor, 

C.  55,  72,  and  74.  3  See  D'  Herbelot,  Bibl.  Orient,  p.  j6y,  Sao,  &a  4  Jq  libro  Zuhar 

*  Gomnra,  in  Ha?iga.         "  T^r^t  Baa'.e  hiij'^-im.  c  15. 
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tended  corruptions,  both  in  that  book  and  the  two  others,  are  producer? 
by  Mohammedan  writers,  wherein  they  merely  follow  their  own  pre 
indices,  and  the  fabulous  accounts  of  spurious  legends.     Whether  thev 
have  any  copy  of  the  Pentateuch  among  them  different  from  that  of  th 
Jews  or  not,  I  am  not  entirely  satisfied,  since  a  person  who  travelled 
into  the  east  was  told  that  they  had  the  books  of  Moses,  though  very 
much  corrupted;'  but  I  know  nobody  that  has  ever  seen  them.     How- 
ever, they  certainly  have  and  privately  read  a  book  which  they  call  the 
Psalms  of  David,  in  Arabic  and  Persian,  to  which  are  added  some 
prayers  of  Moses,  Jonas,  and  others.'     This  Mr.  Reland  supposes  to 
be  a  translation  from  our  copies  (though  no  doubt  falsified  in  more 
places  than  one) ;  but  M.  D'Herbelot  says  it  contains  not  the  same 
Psalms  which  are  in  our  Psalter,  being  no  more  than  an  extract  from 
thence  mixed  with  other  very  different  pieces.*     The  easiest  way  to 
reconcile  these  two  learned  gentlemen,  is  to  presume  that  they  speak 
of  different  copies.     The  Mohammedans  have  also  a  Gospel  in  Arabic, 
attributed  to  St.  Barnabas,  wherein  the  history  of  Jesus  Christ  is  related 
in  a  manner  very  different  from  what  we  find  in  the  true  Gospels,  and 
correspondent  to  those  traditions  which  Mohammed  has  followed  in 
his  Koran.     Of  this  Gospel  the  Moriscoes  in  Africa  have  a  translation 
in  Spanish  ;*  and  there  is  in  the  library  of  Prince  Eugene  of  Savoy,  a 
manuscript  of  some  antiquity,  containing  an  Italian  translation  of  the 
same   Gospel,^  made,  it  is  to  be  supposed,  for  the  use  of  renegades. 
This  book  appears  to  be  no  original  forgery  of  the  Mohammedans, 
though  they  have  no  doubt  interpolated  and  altered  it  since,  the  better 
to  serve  their  purpose ;  and  in  particular,  instead  of  the  Paraclete  or 
Comforter,^  they  have  in  this  apocryphal  gospel  inserted  the  word 
Periclyte,  that  is,  \ht  famous  or  illustrious ^hy  which  they  pretend  their 
prophet  was  foretold  by  name,  that  being  the  signification  of  Mohammed 
in  Arabic  :'  and   this  they  say  to  justify  that  passage  of  the  Koran,* 
where  Jesus  Christ  is  formally  asserted  to  have  foretold  his  coming, 
under  his  other  name  of  Ahmed  ;  which  is  derived  from  the  same  roov 
as  Mohammed,  and  of  the  same  import.     From  these  or  some  other 
forgeries  of  the  same  stamp  it  is  that  the  Mohammedans  quote  several 
passages,  of  which  there  are  not  the  least  footsteps  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment.    But  after  all  we  must  not  hence  infer  that  the  Mohammedans, 
much  less  all  of  them,  hold  these  copies  of  theirs  to  be  the  ancient  and 
genuine  scriptures  themselves.    If  any  argue,  from  the  corruption  which 
they  insist  has  happened  to  the  Pentateuch  and  Gospel,  that  the  Koran 
may  possibly  be  corrupted  also  ;  they  answer,  that  God  has  promised 
that  he  will  take  care  of  the  latter,  and  preserve  it  from  any  addition 
or  diminution  ;*  but   that   he  left  the  two  other  to  the  care  of  men. 
However,  they  confess  there  are  some  various  readings  in  the  Koran,* 
as  has  been  oloserved. 

Besides  the  books  above  mentioned,  the  Mohnmmedans  also  take 
notice  of  the  writings  of  Daniel  and  several  other  prophets,  and  even 


1  Terry's  Voyage  to  the  East  Indies,  p.  277.  2  De  Rel.  Moham.  p.  23.  •  A  copy  of  thii 
kind,  he  tells  us,  is  in  the  library  of  the  Duke  of  Tuscany,  BibL  Orient,  p.  924.  •*  Reland, 
ubi  sup.  6  Menagian,  torn.  iv.  p.  321,  &c.  6  John  xiv.  16,  26,  xv.  26,  and  xvi.  7,  compared 
with  Luke  xxiv.  49.  1  See  Toland's  Nazarenus,  the  first  eight  chapters.  *  Cap.  6t. 

'  ICox.  c.  15.       *  Relaad.  ubi  sup.  p.  24.  27. 
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make  quotations  thence ;  but  these  they  do  not  believe  to  be  divine 
scripture,  or  of  any  authority  in  matters  of  religion. 5 

The  number  of  the  prophets,  which  have  been  from  time  to  time 
sent  by  God  into  the  world,  amounts  to  no  less  than  224,000,  according 
to  one  Mohammedan  tradition,  or  to  124,000,  according  to  another  ; 
among  whom  313  were  apostles,  sent  with  special  commissions  to  re- 
claim mankind  from  infidelity  and  superstition ;  and  six  of  them 
brought  new  laws  or  dispensations,  which  successively  abrogated  the 
preceding :  these  were  Adam,  Noah,  Abraham,  Moses,  Jesus,  and  Mo- 
hammed. All  the  prophets  in  general  the  Mohammedans  believe  to 
have  been  free  from  great  sins  and  errors  of  consequence,  and  pro- 
fessors of  one  and  the  same  religion,  that  is  Islam,  notwithstanding  the 
different  laws  and  institutions  which  they  observed.  They  allow  of 
degrees  among  them,  and  hold  some  of  them  to  be  more  excellent  and 
honourable  than  others.*  The  first  place  they  give  to  the  revealers  and 
establishers  of  new  dispensations,  and  the  next  to  the  apostles. 

In  this  great  number  of  prophets,  they  not  only  reckon  divers  patri- 
archs and  persons  named  in  scripture,  but  not  recorded  to  have  been 
prophets  (wherein  the  Jewish  and  Christian  writers  have  sometimes 
led  the  way'),  as  Adam,  Seth,  Lot,  Ismael,  Nun,  Joshua,  &c.,  and  in- 
troduce some  of  them  under  different  names,  as  Enoch,  Heber,  and 
Jethro,  who  are  called  in  the  Koran,  Edris,  Hud,  and  Shoaib  ;  but 
several  others  whose  very  names  do  not  appear  in  scripture  (though 
they  endeavour  to  find  some  persons  there  to  fix  them  on),  as  Saleh, 
Khedr,  Dhu'lkefl,  &c.  Several  of  their  fabulous  traditions  concerning 
those  prophets  we  shall  occasionally  mention  in  the  notes  on  the  Koran. 

As  Mohammed  acknowledged  the  divine  authority  of  the  Pentateuch, 
P/ialms,  and  Gospel,  he  often  appeals  to  the  consonancy  of  the  Koran 
with  those  writings,  and  to  the  prophecies  which  he  pretended  were 
therein  concerning  himself,  as  proofs  of  his  mission ;  and  he  frequently 
charges  the  Jews  and  Christians  with  stifling  the  passages  which  bear 
witness  to  him.'  His  followers  also  fail  not  to  produce  several  texts 
even  from  our  present  copies  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  to  support 
their  master's  cause.^ 

The  next  article  of  faith  required  by  the  Koran  is  the  belief  of  a 
general  resurrection  and  a  future  judgment.  But  before  we  consider 
the  Mohammedan  tenets  in  those  points,  it  will  be  proper  to  mention 
what  they  are  taught  to  believe  concerning  the  intermediate  state,  both 
of  the  body  and  of  the  soul,  after  death. 

When  a  corpse  is  laid  in  the  grave,  they  say  he  is  received  by  an  angel, 
who  gives  him  notice  of  the  coming  of  the  two  examiners  ;  who  are 
rwo  black  livid  angels,  of  a  terrible  appearance,  named  Monker  and 
Nakir.  These  order  the  dead  person  to  sit  upright,  and  examine  him 
concerning  his  faith,  as  to  the  unity  of  God,  and  the  mission  oi 
Mohammed  :  if  he  answer  rightly,  they  suffer  the  body  to  rest  in  peace, 
and  it  is  refreshed  by  the  air  of  paradise  ;  but  if  not,  they  beat  him  on 
the  temples  with  iron  maces,  till  he  roars  out  for  anguish  so  loud,  that 

"  Idem,  ibid.  p.  41.  6  Kor.  c  2,  p.  27,  &c.  1  Thus  Heber  is  said  to  have  been  a  prophet 
by  the  Jews  (Seder  Olam.  p.  2),  and  Adam  by  Epiphanius  (Adv.  Hseres.  p.  6).  See  also 
Joseph.  Ant.  1.  i,  c.  2.  2  Kor.  c.  2,  p.  5,  10,  16  ;  c.  3,  &c.  3  Some  of  these  texts  are 

produced  by  Dr.  Prideaux  at  the  end  0^  his  Life  of  Mahomet,  and  more  by  Marracci  in 
Alcor.  p.  26,  &c 
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he  is  heard  by  all  from  east  to  west,  except  men  and  genii.  Then  they 
press  the  earth  on  the  corpse,  which  is  gnawed  and  stung  till  the  resur- 
rection by  ninety-nine  dragons,  with  seven  heads  each  ;  or  as  others 
say,  their  sins  will  become  venomous  beasts,  the  grievous  ones  stinging 
like  dragons,  the  smaller  like  scorpions,  and  the  others  like  serpents  : 
circumstances  which  some  understand  in  a  figurative  sense.* 

The  examination  of  the  sepulchre  is  not  only  founded  on  an  express 
tradition  of  Mohammed,  but  is  also  plainly  hinted  at,  though  not 
directly  taught,  in  the  Koran,'  as  the  commentators  agree.  It  is  there- 
fore believed  by  the  orthodox  Mohammedans  in  general,  who  take 
care  to  have  their  graves  made  hollow,  that  they  may  sit  up  with  more 
ease  while  they  are  examined  by  the  angels  ;'  but  is  utterly  rejected  by 
the  sect  of  the  Mdtazalites,  and  perhaps  by  some  others. 

These  notions  Mohammed  certainly  borrowed  from  the  Jews,  among 
whom  they  were  very  anciently  received.^  They  say  that  the  angel  of 
death  coming  and  sitting  on  the  grave,  the  soul  immediately  enters 
the  body  and  raises  it  on  its  feet  ;  that  he  then  examines  the  departed 
person,  and  strikes  him  with  a  chain  half  of  iron  and  half  of  fire  ;  at 
the  first  blow  all  his  limbs  are  loosened,  at  the  second  his  bones  are 
scattered,  which  are  gathered  together  again  by  angels,  and  the  third 
stroke  reduces  the  body  to  dust  and  ashes,  and  it  returns  into  the 
grave.  This  rack  or  torture  they  call  Hibbut  hakkeber^  or  the  beating 
of  the  sepulchre^  and  pretend  that  all  men  in  general  must  undergo  it, 
except  only  those  who  die  on  the  evening  of  the  sabbath,  or  have 
dwelt  in  the  land  of  Israel.* 

If  it  be  objected  to  the  Mohammedans  that  the  cry  of  the  persons 
under  such  examination  has  been  never  heard  ;  or  if  they  be  asked 
how  those  can  undergo  it  whose  bodies  are  burnt  or  devoured  by  beasts 
or  birds,  or  otherwise  consumed  without  burial ;  they  answer,  that  it  is 
very  possible  notwithstanding,  since  men  are  not  able  to  perceive  what 
is  transacted  on  the  other  side  the  grave ;  and  that  it  is  sufficient  to 
restore  to  life  any  part  of  the  body  which  is  capable  of  understanding 
the  questions  put  by  the  angels. ^ 

As  to  the  soul,  they  hold  that  when  it  is  separated  from  the  body  by 
the  angel  of  death,  who  performs  his  office  with  ease  and  gentleness 
towards  the  good,  and  with  violence  towards  the  wicked,"  it  enters  into 
that  state  which  they  call  Al  Berzakh^''  or  the  interval  between  death 
and  the  resurrection.  If  the  departed  person  was  a  believer,  they  say 
two  angels  meet  it,  who  convey  it  to  heaven,  that  its  place  there  may 
be  assigned,  according  to  its  merit  and  degree.  For  they  distinguish 
the  souls  of  the  faithful  into  three  classes  :  the  first  of  prophets,  whose 
souls  are  admitted  into  paradise  immediately  ;  the  second  of  martyrs, 
whose  spirits,  according  to  a  tradition  of  Mohammed,  rest  in  the  crops 
ot  green  birds  which  eat  of  the  fruits  and  drink  of  the  rivers  of  paradise ; 
and  the  third  of  other  believers,  concerning  the  state  of  whose  souls 
before  the  resurrection  there  are  various  opinions.  For,  i.  Some  say 
they  stay  near  the  sepulchres,  with  liberty,  however,  of  going  wherever 
they  please  ;  which  they  confirm  from  Mohammed's  manner  of  saluting 

4  Al  Ghazali.  Vide  Poc.  not.  in  Port.  Mosis,  p.  241,  &c.  1  Cap.  8  and  47,  &c.  '  Smith, 
de  Morib.  et  Instit.  Turcar.  Ep.  2,  p.  57.  •*  Vide  Hyde,  in  Notis  ad  Dohov.  de  Visit.  vEgrot.  p.  19. 
*  R.  Elias,  in  Tishbi.  See  also  Buxtorf.  Synag.  Judaic,  and  Lexic.  Talmud.  *  Vide  Poc.  ubi  sup. 
'  Kor.  c.  79.    The  Jews  say  the  same,  in  Ni^mat  bayim.  f.  77.       7  Vide  Kor.  c.  23,  and  not,  ib. 
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them  at  their  graves,  and  his  affirming  that  the  dead  heard  those  salu- 
tations as  well  as  the  living,  though  they  could  not  answer.  Whence 
perhaps  proceeded  the  custom  of  visiting  the  tombs  of  relations,  so 
common  among  the  Mohammedans.'  2.  Others  imagine  they  are  with 
Adam,  in  the  lowest  heaven  ;  and  also  support  their  opinion  by  the 
authority  of  their  prophet,  who  gave  out  that  in  his  return  from  the 
upper  heavens  in  his  pretended  night  journey,  he  saw  there  the  souls 
of  those  who  were  destined  to  paradise  on  the  right  hand  of  Adam,  and 
of  those  who  were  condemned  to  hell  on  his  left.'  3.  Others  fancy  the 
souls  of  believers  remain  in  the  v/ell  Zemzem,  and  those  of  infidels  in  a 
certain  well  in  the  province  of  Hadramaut,  called  Borhut ;  but  this 
opinion  is  branded  as  heretical.  4.  Others  say  they  stay  near  the 
graves  for  seven  days  ;  but  that  whither  they  go  afterwards  is  uncertain; 
5.  Others  that  they  are  all  in  the  trumpet  whose  sound  is  to  raise  the 
dead.  And,  6.  Others  that  the  souls  of  the  good  dwell  in  the  forms  of 
white  birds,  under  the  throne  of  GoD.^  As  to  the  condition  of  the  souls 
of  the  wicked,  besides  the  opinions  that  have  been  already  mentioned, 
the  more  orthodox  hold  that  they  are  offered  by  the  angels  to  heaven, 
from  whence  being  repulsed  as  stinking  and  filthy,  they  are  offered  to 
the  earth,  and  being  also  refused  a  place  there,  are  carried  down  to  the 
seventh  earth,  and  thrown  into  a  dungeon,  which  they  call  Sajin,  under 
a  green  rock,  or  according  to  a  tradition  of  Mohammed,  under  the 
devil's  jaw,^  to  be  there  tormented,  till  they  are  called  up  to  be  joined 
again  to  their  bodies. 

Though  some  among  the  Mohammedans  have  thought  that  the 
resurrection  will  be  merely  spiritual,  and  no  more  than  the  returning  of 
the  soul  to  the  place  whence  it  first  came  (an  opinion  defended  by  Ebn 
Sina,5  and  called  by  some  the  opinion  of  the  philosophers^) ;  and  others, 
who  allow  man  to  consist  of  body  only,  that  it  will  be  merely  corporeal  ; 
the  received  opinion  is,  that  both  body  and  soul  will  be  raised,  and 
their  doctors  argue  strenuously  for  the  possibility  of  the  resurrection 
of  the  body,  and  dispute  with  great  subtlety  concerning  the  manner  ol 
it.'  But  Mohammed  has  taken  care  to  preserve  one  part  of  the  body, 
whatever  becomes  of  the  rest,  to  serve  for  a  basis  of  the  future  edifice, 
or  rather  a  leaven  for  the  mass  which  is  to  be  joined  to  it.  For  he 
taught  that  a  man's  body  was  entirely  consumed  by  the  earth,  except 
only  the  bone  called  al  Ajb,  which  we  name  the  os  coccygis^  or  rump- 
bone  ;  and  that  as  it  was  the  first  formed  in  the  human  body,  it  will 
also  remain  uncorrupted  till  the  last  day,  as  a  seed  from  whence  the 
whole  is  to  be  renewed  :  and  this  he  said  would  be  effected  by  a  forty 
days'  rain  which  GOD  should  send,  and  which  would  cover  the  earth 
to  the  height  ot  twelve  cubits,  and  cause  the  bodies  to  sprout  forth  like 
plants.'  Herein  also  is  Mohammed  beholden  to  the  Jews,  who  say 
the  same  things  of  the  bone  Luz,'  excepting  that  what  he  attributes  to 
a  great  rain,  will  be  effected  according  to  them  by  a  dew,  impregnating 
the  dust  of  the  earth. 

The  time  of  the  resurrection  the  Mohammedans  allow  to  be  a  perfect 

A  Poc.  ubi  sup.  p.  247.  2  Ibid.  p.  248.  Consonant  hereto  are  the  Jewish  notions  of  the 
souls  of  the  just  being  on  high,  under  the  throne  of  glory.  Vide  ibid.  p.  1.56.  3  ibid.  p.  250. 
*  AI  Beidawi.  Vide  Poc.  ubi  sup.  p.  252.  5  Or,  as  we  corruptly  uanie  him,  Avicenna.  6  Keiiz 
al  airar.  ?  Vide  Poc.  ubi  sup.  p.  75^..  l  Idem,  ibid.  p.  255.  ;tc.  2  ]5eie.shjt.  rabbah,  &c 
Vide  Poc.  ubi  sup.  p.  117,  &c 
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secret  to  all  but  God  alone :  the  angel  Gabriel  himself  acknowledging 
his  ignorance  on  this  point  when  Mohammed  asked  him  about  it 
However,  they  say  the  approach  of  that  day  may  be  known  from  cer- 
tain signs  which  are  to  precede  it  These  signs  they  distinguish  into 
two  sorts — the  lesser  and  the  greater — which  I  shall  briefly  enumerate 
after  Dr.  Pocock.^ 

The  lesser  signs  are :  i.  The  decay  of  faith  among  men.*  2.  The 
advancing  of  the  meanest  persons  to  eminent  dignity.  3.  That  a  maid- 
servant shall  become  the  mother  of  her  mistress  (or  master)  ;  by  which 
is  meant  either  that  towards  the  end  of  the  world  men  shall  be  much 
given  to  sensuality,  or  that  the  Mohammedans  shall  then  take  many 
captives.  4.  Tumults  and  seditions.  5.  A  war  with  the  Turks.  6.  Great 
distress  in  the  world,  so  that  a  man  when  he  passes  by  another's  grave 
shall  say  "  Would  to  God  I  were  in  his  place."  7.  That  the  provinces 
of  Irak  and  Syria  shall  refuse  to  pay  their  tribute.  And,  8.  That  the 
buildings  of  Medina  shall  reach  to  Ahab,  or  Yahab. 

The  greater  signs  are  : 

1.  The  sun's  rising  in  the  west :  which  some  have  imagined  it  origin- 
ally did.5 

2.  The  appearance  of  the  beast,  which  shall  rise  out  of  the  earth, 
in  the  temple  of  Mecca,  or  on  Mount  Safa,  or  in  the  territory  of  Tayef, 
or  some  other  place.  This  beast  they  say  is  to  be  sixty  cubits  high : 
though  others,  not  satisfied  with  so  small  a  size,  will  have  her  reach  to 
the  clouds  and  to  heaven  when  her  head  only  is  out ;  and  that  she  will 
appear  for  three  days,  but  show  only  a  third  part  of  her  body.  They 
describe  this  monster,  as  to  her  form,  to  be  a  compound  of  various 
species,  having  the  head  of  a  bull,  the  eyes  of  a  hog,  the  ears  of  an 
elephant,  the  horns  of  a  stag,  the  neck  of  an  ostrich,  the  breast  of  a 
lion,  the  colour  of  a  tiger,  the  back  of  a  cat,  the  tail  of  a  ram,  the  legs 
of  a  camel,  and  the  voice  of  an  ass.  Some  say  this  beast  is  to  appear 
three  times  in  several  places,  and  that  she  will  bring  with  her  the  rod 
of  Moses  and  the  seal  of  Solomon  ;  and  being  so  swift  that  none  can 
overtake  or  escape  her,  will  with  the  first  strike  all  the  believers  on  the 
face  and  mark  them  with  the  word  Mumen,  i.e.,  believer  ;  and  with  the 
latter  will  mark  the  unbelievers,  on  the  face  likewise,  with  the  word 
Cafer,  i.e.,  infidel,  that  every  person  may  be  known  for  what  he  really 
is.  They  add  that  the  same  beast  is  to  demonstrate  the  vanity  of  all 
religions  except  Islam,  and  to  speak  Arabic.  All  this  stuff  seems  to  be 
the  result  of  a  confused  idea  of  the  beast  in  the  Revelations.  * 

3.  War  with  the  Greeks,  and  the  taking  of  Constantinople  by  70,000 
of  the  posterity  of  Isaac,  who  shall  not  win  that  city  by  force  of  arms, 
but  the  walls  shall  fall  down  while  they  cry  out,  "  There  is  no  god  but 
God  :  God  is  most  great  ! "  As  they  are  dividing  the  spoil,  news  will 
come  to  them  of  the  appearance  of  Antichrist,  whereupon  they  shall 
Irave  all,  and  return  back. 

4.  The  coming  of  Antichrist,  whom  the  Mohammedans  call  al  Masih 
al  Dajjal,  i.e.,  the  false  or  lying  Christ,  and  simply  al  Dajjal.  He  is  to  be 
one-eyed,  and  marked  on  the  forehead  with  the  letters  C.F.R.,  signifying 
Cafer,  or  infidel.    They  say  that  the  Jews  give  him  the  name  of  Messiah 

»  Ibid.  p.  258,  &c.  4  See  Luke  xviiL  8.  »  See  Whiston's  Theory  of  the  Earth,  bk.  iL 

p.  98,  &c.  6  Chao.  xiii. 
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Ben  David,  and  pretend  he  is  to  come  in  the  last  days  and  to  be  lord 
both  of  land  and  sea,  and  that  he  will  restore  the  kingdom  to  them. 
According  to  the  traditions  of  Mohammed,  he  is  to  appear  first  between 
Irak  and  Syria,  or  according  to  others,  in  the  province  of  Khorasan  ; 
they  add  that  he  is  to  ride  on  an  ass,  that  he  will  be  followed  by  70,000 
Jews  of  Ispahan,  and  continue  on  earth  forty  days,  of  which  one  will 
be  equal  in  length  to  a  year,  another  to  a  month,  another  to  a  week,  and 
the  rest  will  be  common  days  ;  that  he  is  to  lay  waste  all  places,  but 
will  not  enter  Mecca  or  Medina,  which  are  to  be  guarded  by  angels  ; 
and  that  at  length  he  will  be  slain  by  Jesus,  who  is  to  encounter  him  at 
the  gate  of  Lud.  It  it  said  that  Mohammed  foretold  several  Anti- 
christs, to  the  number  of  about  thirty,  but  one  of  greater  note  than  the 
rest. 

5.  The  descent  of  Jesus  on  earth.  They  pretend  that  he  is  to 
descend  near  the  white  tower  to  the  east  of  Damascus,  when  the  people 
are  returned  from  the  taking  of  Constantinople ;  that  he  is  to  embrace 
the  Mohammedan  religion,  marry  a  wife,  get  children,  kill  Antichrist, 
and  at  length  die  after  forty  years',  or,  according  to  others,  twenty-four 
yearsV  continuance  on  earth.  Under  him  they  say  there  will  be  great 
security  and  plenty  in  the  world,  all  hatred  and  malice  being  laid 
aside  ;  when  lions  and  camels,  bears  and  sheep,  shall  live  in  peace, 
and  a  child  shall  play  v/ith  serpents  unhurt.^ 

6.  War  with  the  Jews  ;  of  whom  the  Mohammedans  are  to  make  a 
religious  slaughter,  the  very  trees  and  stones  discovering  such  of  them 
as  hide  themselves,  except  only  the  tree  called  Gharkad,  which  is  the 
tree  of  the  Jews. 

7.  The  eruption  of  Gog  and  Magog,  or,  as  they  are  called  in  the 
east,  Yajuj  and  Majuj  ;  of  whom  many  things  are  related  in  the  Koran,^ 
and  the  traditions  of  Mohammed.  These  barbarians,  they  tell  us, 
having  passed  the  lake  of  Tiberias,  which  the  vanguard  of  their  vast 
army  will  drink  dry,  will  come  to  Jerusalem,  and  there  greatly  distress 
Jesus  and  his  companions  ;  till  at  his  request  God  will  destroy  them, 
and  hll  the  earth  with  their  carcasses,  which  after  some  time  God  will 
send  birds  to  carry  away,  at  the  prayers  of  Jesus  and  his  followers. 
Their  bows,  arrows,  and  quivers  the  Moslems  will  burn  for  seven  years 
together  ;^  and  at  last  GOD  will  send  a  rain  to  cleanse  the  earth,  and 
to  make  it  fertile. 

8.  A  smoke,  which  shall  fill  the  whole  earth, ' 

9.  An  eclipse  of  the  moon.  Mohammed  is  reported  to  have  said 
that  there  would  be  three  eclipses  before  the  last  hour  ;  one  to  be  seen 
in  the  east,  another  in  the  west,  and  the  third  in  Arabia. 

10.  The  returning  of  the  Arabs  to  the  worship  of  AUat  and  al  Uzza, 
and  the  rest  of  their  ancient  idols  ;  after  the  decease  of  every  one  in 
whose  heart  there  was  faith  equal  to  a  grain  of  mustard-seed,  none  but 
the  very  worst  of  men  being  left  alive.  For  GOD,  they  say,  will  send  a 
cold  odoriferous  wind,  blowing  from  Syria  Damascena,  which  shall 
sweep  away  the  souls  of  all  the  faithful,  and  the  Koran  itself,  so  that 
men  will  remain  in  the  grossest  ignorance  for  a  hundred  years. 

»  Al  Thalabi,  in  Kor.  c.  4.  2  See  Isaiah  xi.  6,  &c.  3  Cap.  18  and  21.         4  See  Ezek. 

xxxLx.  9  ;  Rev.  xx.  8.  ^  g^e  fCor.  c.  *4,  and  the  notes  thereon.     Compare  also  Jod  ii,  ■'o, 

«nd  Rev.  ix.  2. 
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11.  The  discovery  of  a  vast  heap  of  gold  and  silver  by  the  retreating 
of  the  Euphrates,  which  will  be  the  destruction  of  many. 

12.  The  demolition  of  the  Caaba,  or  temple  of  Mecca,  by  the  Ethio- 
pians.' 

1 3.  The  speaking  of  beasts  and  inanimate  things. 

14.  The  breaking  out  of  fire  in  the  province  of  Hejaz  ;  or,  according 
to  others,  in  Yaman. 

15.  The  appearance  of  a  man  of  the  descendants  of  Kahtan,  who 
shall  drive  men  before  him  with  his  staff. 

16.  The  coming  of  the  Mohdi,  or  director ;  concerning  whom 
Mohammed  prophesied  that  the  world  should  not  have  an  end  till  one 
of  his  own  family  should  govern  the  Arabians,  whose  name  should  be 
the  same  with  his  own  name,  and  whose  father's  name  should  also  be 
the  same  with  his  father's  name  ;  and  who  should  fill  the  earth  with 
righteousness.  This  person  the  Shiites  believe  to  be  now  alive,  and 
concealed  in  some  secret  place,  till  the  time  of  his  manifestation  ;  for 
they  suppose  him  to  be  no  other  than  the  last  of  the  twelve  Imams, 
named  Mohammed  Abu'lkasem,  as  their  prophet  was,  and  the  son  of 
Hassan  al  Askeri,  the  eleventh  of  that  succession.  He  was  born  at 
Sermanrai  in  the  255th  year  of  the  Hejra.'  From  this  tradition,  it  is 
to  be  presumed,  an  opinion  pretty  current  among  the  Christians  took 
its  rise,  that  the  Mohammedans  are  in  expectation  of  their  prophet's 
return. 

17.  A  wind  which  shall  sweep  away  the  souls  of  all  who  have  but  a 
grain  of  faith  in  their  hearts,  as  has  been  mentioned  under  the  tenth 
«ign. 

These  are  the  greater  signs,  which,  according  tc  their  doctrine,  are 
to  precede  the  resurrection,  but  still  leave  the  hour  of  it  uncertain  :  for 
the  immediate  sign  of  its  being  come  will  be  the  first  blast  of  the 
trumpet ;  which  they  believe  will  be  sounded  three  times.  The  first 
they  call  the  blast  of  consternation ;  at  the  hearing  of  which  all  crea- 
tures in  heaven  and  earth  shall  be  struck  with  terror,  except  those 
whom  God  shall  please  to  exempt  from  it.  The  effects  attributed  to 
this  first  sound  of  the  trumpet  are  very  wonderful  :  for  they  say  the 
earth  will  be  shaken,  and  not  only  all  buildings,  but  the  very  mountains 
levelled ;  that  the  heavens  shall  melt,  the  sun  be  darkened,  the  stars 
{^11,  on  the  death  of  the  angels,  who,  as  some  imagine,  hold  them 
suspended  between  heaven  and  earth,  and  the  sea  shall  be  troubled  and 
dried  up,  or,  according  to  others,  turned  into  flames,  the  sun,  moon, 
and  stars  being  thrown  into  it  :  the  Koran,  to  express  the  greatness  of 
the  terror  of  that  day,  adds  that  women  who  give  suck  shall  abandon 
the  care  of  their  infants,  and  even  the  she-camels  which  have  gone  ten 
months  with  young  (a  most  valuable  part  ot  the  substance  of  that 
nation)  shall  be  utterly  neglected.  A  farther  effect  of  this  blast  will  be 
that  concourse  of  beasts  mentioned  in  the  Koran,'  though  some  doubt 
whether  it  be  to  precede  the  resurrection  or  not.  They  who  suppose 
it  will  precede,  think  that  all  kinds  of  animals,  forgetting  their  respec- 
tive natural  fierceness  and  timidity,  ^\ill  run  together  into  one  place, 
beinc^  terrified  by  the  soimd  of  t^he  trumpet  and  the  sudden  shock  of 
nature. 
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The  Mohammedans  believe  that  this  first  blast  will  be  followed  by  a 
second,  which  they  call  the  blast  of  exammation,'*  when  all  creatures, 
both  in  heaven  and  earth,  shall  die  or  be  annihilated,  except  those 
which  God  shall  please  to  exempt  from  the  common  fate;^  and  this, 
they  say,  shall  happen  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  nay,  in  an  instant ; 
nothing  surviving  except  GoD  alone,  with  paradise  and  hell,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  those  two  places,  and  the  throne  of  glory.*  The  last  who 
shall  die  will  be  the  angel  of  death. 

Forty  years  after  this  will  be  heard  the  blast  0/  resurrection,  when 
the  trumpet  shall  be  sounded  the  third  time  byjsrafil,  who,  together 
with  Gabriel  and  Michael,  will  be  previously  restored  to  life,  and 
standing  on  the  rock  of  the  temple  of  Jerusalem,^  shall,  at  GOD^s  com- 
mand, call  together  all  the  dry  and  rotten  bones,  and  other  dispersed 
parts  of  the  bodies,  and  the  very  hairs,  to  judgment.  This  angel 
having,  by  the  divine  order,  set  the  trumpet  to  his  mouth,  and  called 
together  all  the  souls  from  all  parts,  will  throw  them  into  his  trumpet, 
from  whence,  on  his  giving  the  last  sound,  at  the  command  of  GOD, 
they  will  fly  forth  like  bees,  and  fill  the  whole  space  between  heaven 
and  earth,  and  then  repair  to  their  respective  bodies,  which  the  open- 
ing earth  will  suffer  to  arise  ;  and  the  first  v/ho  shall  so  arise,  according 
to  a  tradition  of  Mohamm.ed,  will  be  himself.  For  this  birth  the  earth 
will  be  prepared  by  the  rain  above  mentioned,  which  is  to  fall  con- 
tinually for  forty  years,*  and  will  resemble  the  seed  of  a  man,  and  bp 
supplied  from  the  water  under  the  throne  of  GOD,  which  is  called  living 
water ;  by  the  efficacy  and  virtue  of  which  the  dead  bodies  shall  spring 
forth  from  their  graves,  as  they  did  in  their  mother's  womb,  or  as  corn 
sprouts  forth  by  common  rain,  till  they  become  perfect ;  after  v/hich 
breath  will  be  breathed  into  them,  and  they  will  sleep  in  their  sepul- 
chres till  they  are  raised  to  life  at  the  last  trump. 

As  to  the  length  of  the  day  of  judgment  the  Koran  in  one  place  tells 
us  that  it  will  last  1,000  years,'  and  in  another  50,000.'  To  reconcile 
this  apparent  contradiction,  the  commentators  use  several  shifts  :  some 
saying  they  know  not  Avhat  measure  of  time  God  intends  in  those 
passages ;  others,  that  these  forms  of  speaking  are  figurative  and  not 
to  be  strictly  taken,  and  were  designed  only  to  express  the  terribleness 
of  that  day,  it  being  usual  for  the  Arabs  to  describe  what  they  dislike 
as  of  long  continuance,  and  what  they  like,  as  the  contrary  ;  and 
others  suppose  them  spoken  only  in  reference  to  the  difficulty  of  the 
business  of  the  day,  which,  if  God  should  commit  to  any  of  his 
creatures,  they  would  not  be  able  to  go  through  it  in  so  many  thousand 
years ;  to  omit  some  other  opinions  which  we  may  take  notice  of 
elsewhere. 

Having  said  so  much  in  relation  to  the  time  of  the  resurrection,  let 
us  now  see  who  are  to  be  raised  from  the  dead,  in  what  manner  and 

-  Several  writers,  however,  make  no  distinction  between  this  blast  and  the  first,  supposing 
ihe  trumpet  will  sound  but  twice.     See  the  notes  to  Kor.  c.  39.  "  Kor.  c   30.  ^  To 

these  some  add  the  spirit  who  bears  the  waters  on  which  the  throne  is  placed,  the  preserved 
table,  wherein  the  decrees  of  Gt)u  are  registered,  and  the  pen  wherewith  they  are  writte-n ;  all 
which  things  the  Mohammedans  imagine  were  created  before  the  world.  ^  In  this  circum- 

cumstance  the  Mohammedans  follow  the  Jews,  who  also  agree  that  the  trumpet  will  sound 
more  than  once.  Vide  R.  Bechai  in  Biur  hattorah,  and  Otioth  shel  R.  Akiba.  6  Elsewhere 
(see  before  p.  6i)  this  rain  is  said  to  continue  only  forty  days ;  but  it  rather  seems  that  it  is  f> 
fall  during  the  whole  interval  between  the  second  and  thud  blasts.       1  Kor,  c.  32.       2  Ibid.  c.  70. 
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form  they  shall  be  raised,  in  what  place  they  shall  be  assembled,  and 
to  what  end,  according  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Mohammedans. 

That  the  resurrection  will  be  general,  and  extend  to  all  creature^ 
both  angels,  genii,  men,  and  animals,  is  the  received  opinion,  which 
they  support  by  the  authority  of  the  Koran,  though  that  passage  which 
is  produced  to  prove  the  resurrection  of  brutes  be  otherwise  interpreted 
by  some.^ 

The  manner  of  their  resurrection  will  be  very  different     Those  who 
are  destined  to  be  partakers  of  eternal  happiness  will  arise  in  honour 
and  security  ;  and  those  who  are  doomed  to  misery,  in  disgrace  and 
under  dismal  apprehensions.     As  to  mankind,  they  say  that  they  will 
be  rai£2d  perfect  in  all  their  parts  and  members,  and  in  the  same  state 
as  they  came  out  of  their  mother's  wombs,  that  is,  barefooted,  naked, 
and  uncircumcised ;  which  circumstances  when  Mohammed  was  telling 
his  wife  Ayesha,  she,  fearing  the  rules  of  modesty  might  be  thereby 
violated,  objected  that  it  would  be  very  indecent  for  men  and  women 
to  look  upon  one  another  in  that  condition  ;  but  he  answered  her,  that 
the  business  of  the  day  would  be  too  weighty  and  serious  to  allow  them 
the  making  use  of  that  liberty.     Others,  however,  allege  the  authority 
of  their  prophet  for  a  contrary  opinion  as  to  their  nakedness,  and  pre- 
tend he  asserted  that  the  dead  should  arise  dressed  in  the  same  clothes 
in  which  they  died  ;'  unless  we  interpret  these  words,  as  some  do,  not 
so  much  of  the  outward  dress  of  the  body,  as  the  inward  clothing  of 
the  mind  ;  and  understand  thereby  that  every  person  will  rise  again  in 
the  same  state  as  to  his  faith  or  infidelity,  his  knowledge  or  ignorance, 
his  good  or  bad  works.    Mohammed  is  also  said  to  have  farther  taught, 
by  another  tradition,  that  mankind  shall  be  assembled  at  the  last  day, 
distinguished  into  three  classes.     The  first,  of  those  who  go  on  foot ; 
the  second,  of  those  who  ride  ;  and  the  third,  of  those  who  creep  grovel- 
ing with  their  faces  on  the  ground.    The  first  class  is  to  consist  of  those 
believers  whose  good  works  have  been  few ;  the  second  of  those  who 
are  in  greater  honour  with  GOD,  and  more  acceptable  to  him  ;  whence 
Ali  affirmed  that  the  pious  when  they  come  forth  from  their  sepulchres, 
bhall  find  ready  prepared  for  them  white-winged  camels,  with  saddles 
of  gold  ;  wherein  are  to  be  observed  some  footsteps  of  the  doctrine  of 
the  ancient  Arabians ;'  and  the  third  class,  they  say,  wi-U  be  composed 
of  the  infidels,  whom  GOD  shall  cause  to  make  their  appearance  with 
*heir  faces  on  the  earth,  blind,  dumb,  and  deaf.     But  the  ungodly  will 
not  be  thus  only  distinguished  ;  for,  according  to  a  tradition  of  the  pro- 
phet, there  will  be  ten  sorts  of  wicked  men  on  whom  GoD  shall  on  that 
day  fix  certain  discretory  marks.     The  first  will  appear  in  the  form  of 
apes  ;  these  are  the  professors  of  Zendicism  :   the  second  in  that  of 
swine  ;  these  are  they  who  have  been  greedy  of  filthy  lucre,  and  en- 
riched themselves  by  public  oppression  :  the  third  will  be  brought  with 
their  heads  reversed  and  their  feet  distorted  ;  these  are  the  usurers  : 
the  fourth  will  wander  about  blind  ;  these  are  unjust  judges  :  the  fifth 
^'iil  be  deaf,  dumb,  and  blind,  understanding  nothing  ;  these  are  they 

^  See  the  notes  to  Kor.  c.  8i,  and  the  preceding  page.  1  In  this  also  they  follow  their  old 
guides,  the  Jews,  who  say  that  if  the  wheat  which  is  sown  naked  rise  clothed,  it  is  no  wonder 
the  pious  who  are  buried  in  their  clothes  should  rire  wnth  them.  G«mar.  Sanhedr.  fol.  90 
*  See  before,  Seel.  I.  p.  16. 
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who  glory  in  their  own  works  :  the  sixth  will  gnaw  their  tongues,  which 
will  hang  down  upon  their  breasts,  corrupted  blood  flowing  from  their 
mouths  like  spittle,  so  that  everybody  shall  detest  them  ;  these  are  the 
learned  men  and  doctors,  whose  actions  contradict  their  sayings  :  the 
seventh  will  have  their  hands  and  feet  cut  off ;  these  are  they  who  have 
injured  their  neighbours  :  the  eighth  will  be  fixed  to  the  trunks  of  palm 
trees  or  stakes  of  wood  ;  these  are  the  false  accusers  and  informers  : 
the  ninth  will  stink  worse  than  a  corrupted  corpse  ;  these  are  they  who 
have  indulged  their  passions  and  voluptuous  appetites,  but  refused 
God  such  part  ot  their  wealth  as  was  due  to  him  :  the  tenth  will  be 
clothed  with  garments  daubed  with  pitch  ;  and  these  are  the  proud,  the 
vainglorious,  and  the  arrogant. 

As  to  the  place  where  they  are  to  be  assembled  to  judgment,  the 
Koran  and  the  traditions  of  Mohammed  agree  that  it  will  be  on  the 
earth,  but  in  what  part  of  the  earth  it  is  not  agreed.  Some  say  their 
prophet  mentioned  Syria  for  the  place  ;  others,  a  white  and  even  tract 
of  land,  without  inhabitants  or  any  signs  ot  buildings.  Al  Ghazali 
imagines  it  will  be  a  second  earth,  which  he  supposes  to  be  of  silver ; 
and  others,  an  earth  which  has  nothing  in  common  with  ours  but  the 
name  ;  having,  it  is  possible,  heard  something  of  the  new  heavens  and 
new  earth  mentioned  in  scripture  :  whence  the  Koran  has  this  expres- 
sion, "  on  the  day  wherein  the  earth  shall  be  changed  into  another 
earth."* 

The  end  of  the  resurrection  the  Mohammedans  declare  to  be,  that 
they  who  are  so  raised  may  give  an  account  of  their  actions,  and  re- 
ceive the  reward  thereof.  And  they  believe  that  not  only  mankind, 
but  the  genii  and  irrational  animals  also,'  shall  be  iudged  on  this  great 
day  ;  when  the  unarmed  cattle  shall  take  vengeance  on  the  horned, 
till  entire  satisfaction  shall  be  given  to  the  injured.^ 

As  to  mankind,  they  hold  that  when  they  are  all  assembled  together, 
they  will  not  be  imm^  liately  brought  to  judgment,  but  the  angels  will 
keep  them  in  their  ranks  and  order  while  they  attend  for  that  purpose  ; 
and  this  attendance  some  say  is  to  last  forty  years,  others  seventy, 
others  300,  nay,  some  say  no  less  than  50,000  years,  each  ot  them 
vouching  their  prophet's  authority.  During  this  space  they  will  stand 
looking  up  to  heaven,  but  without  receiving  any  information  or  orders 
thence,  and  are  to  suffer  grievous  torments,  both  the  just  and  the 
unjust,  though  with  manifest  difference.  For  the  limbs  of  the  former, 
particularly  those  parts  which  they  used  to  wash  in  making  the  cere- 
monial ablution  before  prayer,  shall  shine  gloriously,  and  their  sufferings 
shall  be  light  in  comparison,  and  shall  last  no  longer  than  the  time 
necessary  to  say  the  appointed  prayers  ;  but  the  latter  will  have  their 
faces  obscured  with  blackness,  and  disfigured  with  all  the  marks  of 
sorrow  and  delormity.     What  will  then  occasion  not  the  least  01  their 

1  Cap.  14.     2  Kor.  c.  6.  Vide  Maimonid.  More  Nev.  part  iii.  c.  17.  '  This  opinion  the 

Jeamed  Greaves  supposed  to  have  taken  its  rise  from  the  following  words  of  Ezekiel,  wrongly 
understood:  "And  as  for  ye,  O  my  flock,  thus  saith  the  Lord  God,  Behold  I,  even  1,  will 
judge  between  the  fat  cattle,  and  between  the  lean  cattle  ;  because  ye  have  thrust  with  side 
and  with  shoulder,  and  pushed  all  the  diseased  with  your  horns,  till  ye  hav?.  scattered  them 
abroad  ;  therefore  will  I  save  my  flock,  and  they  shall  no  more  be  a  prey,  and  I  will  judge 
between  cattle  and  cattle,"  &c.  Ezek.  xxxiv.  17,  20,  21,  22.  Much  might  be  said  concern- 
ing brutes  deserving  future  reward  and  punishment.  See  Bayle,  Diet.  Hist.  Art  Rcrarius. 
Rem.  D.  &c 
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pain,  is  a  wonderful  and  incredible  sweat,  which  will  even  stop  their 

mouths,  and  in  which  they  will  be  immersed  in  various  degrees  accord- 
ing to  their  demerits,  some  to  the  ankles  only,  some  to  the  knees,  some 
to  the  middle,  some  so  high  as  their  mouth,  and  others  as  their  ears. 
And  this  sweat,  they  say,  will  be  provoked  not  only  by  that  vast  con- 
course of  all  sorts  of  creatures  mutually  pressing  and  treading  on  one 
another's  feet,  but  by  the  near  and  unusual  approach  of  the  sun,  which 
will  be  then  no  farther  from  them  than  the  distance  of  a  mile,  or,  as 
some  translate  the  word,  the  signification  of  which  is  ambiguous,  than 
the  length  of  a  bodkin.  So  that  their  skulls  will  boil  like  a  pot,'  and 
they  will  be  all  bathed  in  sweat.  From  this  inconvenience,  however, 
the  good  will  be  protected  by  the  shade  of  God's  throne  ;  but  the 
wicked  will  be  so  miserably  tormented  with  it,  and  also  with  hunger,  and 
thirst,  and  a  stifling  air,  that  they  will  cry  out,"  Lord,  deliver  us  from 
this  anguish,  though  thou  send  us  into  hell  fire.'"  What  they  fable  of 
the  extraordinary  heat  of  the  sun  on  this  occasion,  the  Mohammedans 
certainly  borrowed  from  the  Jews,  who  say,  that  for  the  punishment 
of  the  wicked  on  the  last  day,  that  planet  shall  be  drawn  from  its 
sheath,  in  which  it  is  now  put  up,  lest  it  should  destroy  all  things  by  its 
excessive  heat.^ 

When  those  who  have  risen  shall  have  waited  the  limited  time,  the 
Mohammedans  believe  God  will  at  length  appear  to  judge  them  ;  Mo- 
hammed undertaking  the  office  of  intercessor,  after  it  shall  have  been 
declined  by  Adam,  Noah,  Abraham,  and  Jesus,  who  shall  beg  deliver- 
ance only  for  their  own  souls.  They  say  that  on  this  solemn  occasion 
God  will  come  in  the  clouds,  surrounded  by  angels,  and  will  produce 
the  books  wherein  the  actions  of  every  person  are  recorded  by  their 
guardian  angels,*  and  will  command  the  prophets  to  bear  witness 
against  those  to  whom  they  have  been  respectively  sent.  Then  every 
one  will  be  examined  concerning  all  his  words  and  actions,  uttered  and 
done  by  him  in  this  life  ;  not  as  if  GOD  needed  any  information  in  those 
respects,  but  to  oblige  the  person  to  make  public  confession  and  ac- 
knowledgment of  Gud'S  justice.  The  particulars  of  which  they  shall 
give  an  account,  as  Mohammed  himself  enumerated  them,  are — of  their 
time,  how  they  spent  it ;  of  their  wealth,  by  what  means  they  acquired 
it,  and  how  they  employed  it ;  of  their  bodies,  wherein  they  exercised 
them  ;  of  their  knowledge  and  learning,  what  use  they  made  of  them. 
It  is  said,  however,  that  Mohammed  has  affirmed  that  no  less  than 
70,000  of  his  followers  should  be  permitted  to  enter  paradise  without 
any  previous  examination,  which  seems  to  be  contradictory  to  what  is 
said  above.  To  the  questions  we  have  mentioned  each  person  shall 
answer,  and  make  his  defence  in  the  best  manner  he  can,  endeavour- 
ing to  excuse  himself  by  casting  the  blame  of  his  evil  deeds  on  others, 
so  that  a  dispute  shall  arise  even  between  the  soul  and  the  body,  to 
which  of  them  their  guilt  ought  to  be  imputed,  the  soul  saying,  *'  O  Lord, 
my  body  1  received  from  thee  ;  for  thou  createdst  me  without  a  hand 
to  lay  hold  with,  a  foot  to  walk  with,  an  eye  to  see  with,  or  an  under- 
standing to  apprehend  with,  till  1  came  and  entered  into  this  body  ; 
theretore,  punish  it  eternally,  but  deliver  me."     The  body,  on  the  other 

5  Al  Ghazali,       s  Idem.       '  Vide  Pocock,  not.  in  Port.  Mosis,  p.  277,       ♦  See  before,  p.  56. 
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side,  will  make  this  apology  : — "  O  Lord,  thou  createdst  me  like  a  stock 
of  wood,  having  neither  hand  that  I  could  lay  hold  with,  nor  foot  that 
I  could  walk  with,  till  this  soul,  like  a  ray  of  light,  entered  into  me,  and 
my  tongue  began  to  speak,  my  eye  to  see,  and  my  foot  to  walk ;  there- 
fore, punish  it  eternally,  but  deliver  me."  But  GOD  will  propound  to 
them  the  following  parable  of  the  blind  man  and  the  lame  man,  which, 
as  well  as  the  preceding  dispute,  was  borrowed  by  the  Mohammedans 
from  the  Jews  }  A  certain  king,  having  a  pleasant  garden,  in  which 
were  ripe  fruits,  set  two  persons  to  keep  it,  one  of  whom  was  blind  and 
the  other  lame,  the  former  not  being  able  to  see  the  fruit  nor  the  latter 
to  gather  it ;  the  lame  man,  however,  seeing  the  fruit,  persuaded  the 
blind  man  to  take  him  upon  his  shoulders  ;  and  by  that  means  he  easily 
gathered  the  fruit,  which  they  divided  between  them.  The  lord  of  the 
garden,  coming  some  time  after,  and  inquiring  after  his  fruit,  each 
began  to  excuse  himself ;  the  blind  man  said  he  had  no  eyes  to  see 
with,  and  the  lame  man  that  he  had  no  feet  to  approach  the  trees.  But 
the  king,  ordering  the  lame  man  to  be  set  on  the  bhnd,  passed  sentence 
on  and  punished  them  both.  And  in  the  same  manner  will  GoD  deal 
with  the  body  and  the  soul.  As  these  apologies  will  not  avail  on  that 
day,  so  will  it  also  be  in  vain  for  any  one  to  deny  his  evil  actions,  since 
men  and  angels  and  his  own  members,  nay,  the  very  earth  itself,  will 
be  ready  to  iDear  witness  against  him. 

Though  the  Mohammedans  assign  so  long  a  space  for  the  attendance 
of  the  resuscitated  betore  their  trial,  yet  they  tell  us  the  trial  itself  will 
be  over  in  much  less  time,  and,  according  to  an  expression  of  Moham- 
med, familiar  enough  to  the  Arabs,  will  last  no  longer  than  while  one 
may  milk  an  ewe,  or  than  the  space  between  the  two  milkings  of  a  she- 
camel.'  Some,  explaining  those  words  so  frequently  used  in  the  Koran, 
"  God  will  be  swift  in  taking  an  account,"  say  that  he  will  judge  all 
creatures  in  the  space  of  half  a  day,  and  others  that  it  will  be  done  in 
less  time  than  the  twinkling  of  an  eye." 

At  this  examination  they  also  believe  that  each  person  will  have  the 
book,  wherein  all  the  actions  of  his  life  are  written,  delivered  to  him  ; 
which  books  the  righteous  will  receive  in  their  right  hand,  and  read  with 
great  pleasure  and  satisfaction  ,  but  the  ungodly  will  be  obliged  to  take 
them  against  their  wills  in  their  left,^  which  will  be  bound  behind  their 
backs,  their  right  hand  being  tied  up  to  their  necks.* 

To  show  the  exact  justice  which  will  be  observed  on  this  great  day 
of  trial,  the  next  thing  they  describe  is  the  balance,  wherein  aD  things 
shall  be  weighed.  They  say  it  will  be  held  by  Gabriel,  and  that  it  is  of 
so  vast  a  size,  that  its  two  scales,  one  of  which  hangs  over  paradise,  and 
the  other  over  hell,  are  capacious  enough  to  contain  both  heaven  and 
earth.  Though  some  are  willing  to  understand  what  is  said  in  the 
Koran  concerning  this  balance,  allegorically,  and  only  as  a  figurative 
representation  of  God's  equity,  yet  the  more  ancient  and  orthodox 
opinion  is  that  it  is  to  be  taken  literally  ;  and  since  words  and 
actions,  being  mere  accidents,  are  not  capable  of  being  themselves 

^Gemara,  Sanhed.  c.  ii.  R.  Jos.  Albo,  Strm.  iv.  c.  33.  See  also  Epiphan.  inAncorat.  sect.  89. 
1  The  Arabs  use,  after  they  have  drawn  some  milk  from  the  camel,  to  wait  a  while  and  let 
her  young  one  suck  a  little,  that  she  niay  give,  down  her  milk  more  plentifully  at  the  second 
milking.  2  Pocock,  not.  in  Port.  Mosis,  p.  278 — 282.     See  also  Kor.  c.  2,  p.  27.         3  f^^Qr 

Q.  17,  i8,  6q,  and  84.        4  Jall.alo'ddia. 
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•^/eighed,  they  say  that  the  books  wherein  they  are  written  will  be  thrown 
into  the  scales,  and  according  as  those  wherein  the  good  or  the  evil 
actions  are  recorded  shall  preponderate,  sentence  will  be  given ;  those 
whose  balances  laden  with  their  good  works  shall  be  heavy,  will  be 
saved,  but  those  whose  balances  are  light  will  be  condemned.*  Nor 
will  any  one  have  cause  to  complain  that  GOD  suffers  any  good  action 
to  pass  unrewarded,  because  the  wicked  for  the  good  they  do  have  their 
reward  in  this  life,  and  therefore  can  expect  no  favour  in  the  next. 

The  old  Jewish  writers  make  mention  as  well  of  the  books  to  be  pro- 
duced at  the  last  day,  wherein  men's  actions  are  registered,*  as  of  the 
balance  wherein  they  shall  be  weighed  ;'  and  the  scripture  itself  seems 
to  have  given  the  first  notion  of  both.*  But  what  the  Persian  Magi 
believe  of  the  balance  comes  nearest  to  the  Mohammedan  opinion. 
They  hold  that  on  the  day  of  judgment  two  angels,  named  Mihr  and 
Sorush,  will  stand  on  the  bridge  we  shall  describe  by-and-bye,  to  exa- 
mine every  person  as  he  passes  ;  that  the  former,  who  represents  the 
divine  mercy,  will  hold  a  balance  in  his  hand,  to  weigh  the  actions  of 
men  ;  that  according  to  the  report  he  shall  make  thereof  to  God,  sen- 
tence will  be  pronounced,  and  those  whose  good  works  are  found  more 
ponderous,  if  they  turn  the  scale  but  by  the  weight  of  a  hair,  will  be 
permitted  to  pass  forward  to  paradise  ;  but  those  whose  good  works 
shall  be  found  light,  will  be  by  the  other  angel,  who  represents  GOD'S 
justice,  precipitated  from  the  bridge  into  hell.' 

This  examination  being  passed,  and  every  one's  works  weighed  in  a 
just  balance,  that  mutual  retaliation  will  follow,  according  to  which 
every  creature  will  take  vengeance  one  of  another,  or  have  satisfaction 
made  them  for  the  injuries  which  they  have  suffered.  And  since  there 
will  then  be  no  other  way  of  returning  like  for  like,  the  manner  of  giving 
this  satisfaction  will  be  by  taking  away  a  proportionable  part  of  the 
good  works  of  him  who  offered  the  injury,  and  adding  it  to  those  of  him 
who  suffered  it.  Which  being  done,  if  the  angels  (by  whose  ministry 
this  is  to  be  performed)  say, "  Lord,  we  have  given  to  every  one  his  due  ; 
and  there  remaineth  of  this  person's  good  works  so  much  as  equalleth 
the  weight  of  an  ant,"  God  will  of  his  mercy  cause  it  to  be  doubled  unto 
him,  that  he  may  be  admitted  inlo  paradise  ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary, 
his  good  works  be  exhausted,  and  there  remain  evil  works  only,  and 
there  be  any  who  have  not  yet  received  satisfaction  from  him,  GOD  will 
order  that  an  equal  weight  of  their  sins  be  added  unto  his,  that  he  may 
be  punished  for  them  in  their  stead,  and  he  will  be  sent  to  hell  laden 
with  both.  This  will  be  the  method  of  God's  dealing  with  mankind. 
As  to  brutes,  after  they  shall  have  likewise  taken  vengeance  of  one 
another,  as  we  have  mentioned  above,  he  will  command  them  to  be 
changed  into  dust ;"  wicked  men  being  reserved  to  more  grievous 
punishment:  so  that  they  shall  cry  out,  on  hearing  this  sentence  passed 
on  the  brutes,  "  Would  to  GoD  that  we  were  dust  also."  As  to  the 
genii,  many  Mohammedans  are  of  opinion  that  such  of  them  as  are 
true  believers  will  undergo  the  same  fate  as  the  irrational  animals,  and 

'  Kor,  c.  23,  7,  &c.  ^  Midrash,  Yalkut  ijhemuni,  f.  153,  c  3.  '  Gemar.  Sanhedr.  f.  91,  &c 
8  Exod.  xxxii.'  32,  33,  Dan.  vii.  10,  Revel,  xx.  12,  &c.,  and  Dan.  v.  27.  1  Hyde,  de  Rel.  Vet. 
Pers.  p.  245.  401,  &c.  2  Yet  they  say  the  dog  of  the  seven  sleepers,  and  Ezra's  ass,  which 

was  raised  to  life,  will,  by  peculiar  favour,  \^  admitted  into  paradise.     See   Kor.  c.  i9,  and 
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have  no  other  reward  than  the  favour  of  being  converted  into  dust ; 
and  for  this  they  quote  the  authority  of  their  prophet.  But  this,  how- 
ever, is  judged  not  so  very  reasonable,  since  the  genii,  being  capable  of 
putting  themselves  in  the  state  of  believers  as  well  as  men,  must  con- 
sequently deserve,  as  it  seems,  to  be  rewarded  for  their  faith,  as  well  as 
to  be  punished  for  infidelity.  Wherefore  some  entertain  a  more  favour- 
able opinion,  and  assign  the  believing  genii  a  place  near  the  confines 
of  paradise,  where  they  will  enjoy  sufficient  felicity,  though  they  be  not 
admitted  into  that  delightful  mansion.  But  the  unbelieving  genii,  it  is 
universally  agreed,  will  be  punished  eternally,  and  be  thrown  into  hell 
with  the  infidels  of  mortal  race.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  observe, 
that  under  the  denomination  of  unbelieving  genii,  the  Mohammedans 
comprehend  also  the  devil  and  his  companions.' 

The  trials  being  over  and  the  assembly  dissolved,  the  Mohammedans 
hold  that  those  who  are  to  be  admitted  into  paradise  will  take  the 
right-hand  way,  and  those  who  are  destined  to  hell  fire  will  take  the 
left ;  but  both  of  them  must  first  pass  the  bridge,  called  in  Arabic  al 
Sirat,  which  they  say  is  laid  over  the  midst  of  hell,  and  described  to  be 
finer  than  a  hair,  and  sharper  than  the  edge  of  a  sword  :  so  that  it 
seems  very  difficult  to  conceive  how  any  one  shall  be  able  to  stand 
upon  it :  for  which  reason  most  of  the  sect  of  the  Motazalites  reject 
it  as  a  fable,  though  the  orthodox  think  it  a  sufficient  proof  of  the  truth 
of  this  article,  that  it  was  seriously  affirmed  by  him  who  never  asserted 
a  falsehood,  meaning  their  prophet ;  who  to  add  to  the  difficulty  of  the 
passage,  has  likewise  declared  that  this  bridge  is  beset  on  each  side 
with  briars  and  hooked  thorns ;  which  will,  however,  be  no  impediment 
to  the  good,  for  they  shall  pass  with  wonderful  ease  and  swiftness,  like 
lightning  or  the  wind,  Mohammed  and  his  Moslems  leading  the  way  ; 
whereas  the  wicked,  what  with  the  slipperiness  and  extreme  narrow- 
ness of  the  path,  the  entangling  of  the  thorns,  and  the  extinction  of 
the  light,  which  directed  the  former  to  paradise,  will  soon  miss  their 
footing,  and  fall  down  headlong  into  hell,  which  is  gaping  beneath 
them.^" 

This  circumstance  Mohammed  seems  also  to  have  borrowed  from 
the  Magians,  who  teach  that  on  the  last  day  all  mankind  will  be 
obliged  to  pass  a  bridge  which  they  call  Pul  Chinavad,  or  Chinavar, 
that  is,  the  straight  bridge^  leading  directly  into  the  other  world ;  on 
the  midst  of  which  they  suppose  the  angels,  appointed  by  GOD  to  per- 
form that  office,  will  stand,  who  will  leqmre  of  every  one  a  strict 
account  of  his  actions,  and  weigh  them  in  the  manner  we  have  already 
mentioned. 3  It  is  true  the  Jews  speak  hkewise  of  the  bridge  of  hell, 
which  they  say  is  no  broader  than  a  thread ;  but  then  they  do  not  tell 
us  that  any  shall  be  obliged  to  pass  it,  except  the  idolaters,  who  wilt 
fall  thence  into  perdition.' 

As  to  the  punishment  of  the  wicked,  the  Mohammedans  are  taught 
that  hell  is  divided  into  seven  stories,  or  apartments,  one  below  another, 
designed  for  the  reception  of  as  many  distinct  classes  of  the  damned.' 
The  first  which  they  call  Jehennam,  they  say,  will  be  the  receptacle  of 
those  who  acknowledged  one  God,  that  is,  the  wicked  Mohammedans, 

1  Vide  Kor.  c.  i8.  2  Pocock.  ubi  sup.  p.  282—289.  3  Hyde,  de  Rel.  V^et.  Pers.  p.  245, 
402,  &c         1  Midrash,  Yalkut  Reubeni.  §  GehJr.ucsi.         «  Kor.  c  is. 
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who  after  having  there  been  punished  according  to  their  demerits,  will 
at  length  be  released.  The  second,  uamed  Ladha,  they  assign  to  the 
Jews  ;  the  third,  named  al  Hotama,  to  the  Christians  ;  the  fourth, 
named  al  Siiir,  to  the  Sabians;  the  fifth,  named  Sakar,  to  the  Magians; 
the  sixth,  named  al  Jahim,  to  the  idolaters  ;  and  the  seventh,  which  is 
the  lowest  and  worst  of  all,  and  is  called  al  Hawiyat,  to  the  hypocrites, 
or  those  who  outwardly  professed  some  religion,  but  in  their  hearts 
were  of  none.*  Over  each  of  these  apartments  they  bcHeve  there  will 
be  set  a  guard  of  angels,*  nineteen  in  number  ;*  to  whom  the  damned 
will  confess  the  just  judgment  of  GoD,  and  beg  them  to  intercede  with 
him  for  some  alleviation  of  their  pain,  or  that  they  may  be  delivered  by 
being  annihilated.^ 

Mohammed  has,  in  his  Koran  and  traditions,  been  very  exact  in  de- 
scribing the  various  torments  of  hell,  which,  according  to  him,  the 
wicked  will  suffer  both  from  intense  heat  and  excessive  cold.  We  shall, 
however,  enter  into  no  detail  of  them  here,  but  only  observe  that  the 
degrees  of  these  pains  will  also  vary,  in  proportion  to  the  crimes  of  the 
sufferer,  and  the  apartment  he  is  condemned  to  ;  and  that  he  who  is  pun- 
ished the  most  lightly  of  all  \\'ill  be  shod  with  shoes  of  hre,  the  fervour 
of  which  will  cause  his  skull  to  boil  like  a  cauldron.  The  condition 
of  these  unhappy  wretches,  as  the  same  prophet  teaches,  cannot  be 
properly  called  either  life  or  death ;  and  their  misery  will  be  greatly 
increased  by  their  despair  of  being  ever  delivered  from  that  place,  since, 
according  to  that  frequent  expression  in  the  Koran,  "  they  must  remain 
therein  for  ever."  It  must  be  remarked,  however,  that  the  infidels  alone 
will  be  liable  to  eternity  of  damnation,  for  the  Moslems,  or  those  who 
have  embraced  the  true  religion,  and  have  been  guilty  of  heinous  sins, 
will  be  delivered  thence  after  they  shall  have  expiated  their  crimes  by 
their  sufferings.  The  contrary  of  either  of  these  opinions  is  reckoned 
heretical ;  for  it  is  the  constant  orthodox  doctrine  of  the  Mohammedans 
that  no  unbeliever  or  idolater  v/ili  ever  be  released,  nor  any  person  who 
in  his  lifetime  professed  and  believed  the  unity  of  God  be  condemned 
to  eternal  punishment.  As  to  the  time  and  manner  of  the  deliverance 
of  those  believers  whose  evil  actions  shall  outweigh  their  good,  there  is 
a  tradition  of  Mol-^mmed  that  they  shall  be  released  after  they  ^nall 
have  been  scorched  and  their  skins  burnt  black,  and  shall  afterwards 
be  admitted  into  paradise  ;  and  when  the  inhabitants  of  that  place 
shall,  in  contempt,  call  them  infernals,  GOD  will,  on  their  prayers,  take 
from  them  that  opprobrious  appellation.  Others  say  he  taught  that 
while  they  continue  in  hell  they  shall  be  deprived  of  life,  or  (as  his 
words  are  otherwise  interpreted)  be  cast  into  a  most  profound  sleep, 
that  they  may  be  the  less  sensible  of  their  torments;  and  that  they 
jhall  afterwards  be  received  into  paradise,  and  there  revive  on  their 
being  washed  with  the  water  of  life ;  though  some  suppose  they  will 

3  Others  fill  these  apartments  with  different  company.  Some  plnce  in  the  second,  the  idol 
aters  ;  in  the  third,  Gog  and  Magog,  &c.  ;  in  the  fourth,  the  dev.ls;  in  the  fifth,  those  who 
neglect  alRis  and  prayers;  and  crowd  the  Jews,  Christians,  and  Magians  together  in  the  sixth. 
Some,  again,  will  h.tve  the  first  to  be  prepared  for  the  Dahriaiis,  or  those  who  deny  the  creation, 
and  believe  the  eternity  of  the  world;  the  second,  for  the  Dualists,  or  Manichees.  and  the 
idolatrous  Anibs  ;  the  third,  for  the  Bramins  of  the  Indies ;  the  fourth,  for  the  Jews ;  tne  fifth, 
for  the  Christians  ;  and  the  sixth,  for  the  Magians.  But  all  agree  in  assigning  the  seventh  to 
the  hypocrites.  Vide  Milliuin,  de  Mohamniedismoante  Moham.  p.  412;  D'Herbcl.  Bibl.  OrienL 
p.  368,  &c.        •!  Kor.  c.  40,  43,  74.  &c.         5  jbid,  c.  74.        6  Ibid.  c.  40,  4^- 
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be  restorea  to  life  before  they  come  forth  from  their  place  of  punish- 
ment, that  at  their  bidding  farewell  to  their  pains,  they  may  have  some 
little  taste  of  them.  The  time  v/hich  these  believers  shall  be  detained 
there,  according  to  a  tradition  handed  down  from  their  prophet,  will 
not  be  less  than  900  years,  nor  more  than  7,000.  And  as  to  the 
manner  of  their  delivery,  they  say  that  they  shall  be  distinguished  by 
the  marks  of  prostration  on  those  parts  of  their  bodies  with  which  they 
used  to  touch  the  ground  in  prayer,  and  over  which  the  fire  wiU,  there- 
fore, have  no  power  ;  and  that  being  known  by  this  characteristic,  they 
will  be  relieved  by  the  mercy  of  GOD,  at  the  intercession  of  Mohammed 
and  the  blessed ;  whereupon  those  who  shall  have  been  dead  will  be 
restored  to  life,  as  has  been  said ;  and  those  whose  bodies  shall  have 
contracted  any  sootiness  or  filth  from  the  flames  and  smoke  of  hell, 
will  be  immersed  in  one  of  the  rivers  of  paradise,  called  the  river  of 
life,  which  will  wash  them  whiter  than  pearls.' 

For  most  of  these  circumstances  relating  to  hell  and  the  state  of  the 
damned,  Mohammed  was  hkewise,  in  all  probability,  indebted  to  the 
Jews,  and  in  part  to  the  Magians  ;  both  of  whom  agree  in  making 
seven  distinct  apartments  in  hell,*  though  they  vary  in  other  particu- 
lars. The  former  place  an  angel  as  a  guard  over  each  of  these  infernal 
apartments,  and  suppose  he  will  intercede  for  the  miserable  wretches 
there  imprisoned,  who  will  openly  acknowledge  the  justice  ot  God  in 
their  condemnation.'  They  also  teach  that  the  wicked  will  suffer  a 
diversity  of  punishments,  and  that  by  intolerable  cold*  as  well  as  heat, 
and  that  their  faces  shall  become  black  j-^  and  believe  those  of  their 
own  religion  shall  also  be  punished  in  hell  hereafter,  according  to  their 
crimes  (for  they  hold  that  few  or  none  will  be  found  so  exactly 
righteous  as  to  deserve  no  punishment  at  all),  but  will  soon  be  delivered 
thence,  when  they  shall  be  sufficiently  purged  from  their  sins,  by  their 
father  Abraham,  or  at  the  intercession  of  him  or  some  other  of  the 
prophets.*  The  Magians  allow  but  one  angel  to  preside  over  all  the 
seven  hells,  who  is  named  by  them  Vandnd  Yezdd,  and,  as  they  teach, 
assigns  punishments  proportionate  to  each  person's  crimes,  restraining 
also  the  tyranny  and  excessive  cruelty  of  the  devil,  who  would,  if  left 
to  himself,  torment  the  damned  beyond  their  sentence.^  Those  of  this 
religion  do  also  mention  and  describe  various  kinds  of  torments,  where- 
with the  wicked  will  be  punished  in  the  next  life  ;  among  Avhich  though 
they  reckon  extreme  cold  to  be  one,  yet  they  do  not  admit  fire,  out  of 
respect,  as  it  seems,  to  that  element,  which  they  take  to  be  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  divine  nature ;  and,  therefore,  they  rather  choose  to 
describe  the  damned  souls  as  suffering  by  other  kinds  of  punishments  : 
such  as  an  intolerable  stink,  the  stinging  and  biting  of  serpents  and 
wild  beasts,  the  cutting  and  tearing  of  the  flesh  by  the  devils,  excessive 
hunger  and  thirst,  an^  the  like.^ 

Before  we  proceed  to  a  description  of  the  Mohammedan  paradise,  v.'S 
must  not  forget  to  say  something  of  the  v/all  or  partition  which  they 
imagine  to  be  between  that  place  and  hell,  and  seems  to  be  copied 

1  Poc.  not.  in  Port.  Mosis,  p.  289—291.  2  Nishmat  hayim,  f.  32 ;  Gemar.  in  Arubin. 

f,  19;  Zohar.  ad  Exod.  xxvi.  2,  &c.  ;  and  Hyde,  de  Rel.  Vet.  Pers.  p.  245.         1  Midrash,  Yalkut 
Shemuni,  part  11,  f.  n6.  2  Zohar.  ad  Exod.  xix.  3  Yalkut  Shemuni,  ubi  sup.  t.  86. 

♦  Nishmat  hayim,  f.  87;  Gemar.  Arubin,  f,  19.     Vide  Kor.  c.  2,  p.  10,  and  3.  p.  34,  and  notes 
there.         5  Hyde,  de  ReL  Vet.  Pers.  p.  182.         P  Vide  Eundem,  ibid.  p.  399,  &c 
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from  the  great  gulf  of  separation  mentioned  in  scripture.^  They  call 
it  al  Orf,  and  more  frequently  in  the  plural,  al  Araf,  a  word  derived 
fiom  the  verb  arafa^  which  signifies  to  distinguish  between  things,  or 
to  part  them  ;  though  some  commentators  give  another  reason  for  the 
imposition  of  this  name,  because,  they  say,  those  who  stand  on  this 
partition  will  know  and  distinguish  the  blessed  from  the  damned,  by 
their  respective  marks  or  characteristics  •}  and  others  say  the  word 
properly  intends  anything  that  is  high  raised  or  elevated,  as  such  a  wall 
of  sefar^tion  must  be  supposed  to  be.^  The  Mohammedan  writers 
greatly  differ  as  to  the  persons  who  are  to  be  found  on  al  Araf.  Some 
imagiriC  it  to  be  a  sort  of  limbo  for  the  patriarchs  and  prophets,  or  for 
the  Hiartyrs  and  those  who  have  been  most  eminent  for  sanctity, 
among  whom,  they  say,  there  will  be  also  angels  in  the  form  of  men. 
Others  place  here  such  whose  good  and  evil  works  are  so  equal  that 
they  exactly  counterpoise  each  other,  and,  therefore,  deserve  neither 
reward  nor  punishment  ;  and  these,  they  say,  will,  on  the  last  day,  be 
admitted  into  paradise,  after  they  shall  have  performed  an  act  of  adora- 
tion, which  will  be  imputed  to  them  as  a  merit,  and  will  make  the 
scale  of  their  good  works  to  overbalance.  Others  suppose  this  inter- 
mediate space  will  be  a  receptacle  for  those  who  have  gone  to  war 
without  their  parents'  leave,  and  therein  suffered  martyrdoni  ;  being 
excluded  paradise  for  their  disobedience,  and  escaping  hell  because 
they  are  martyrs.  The  breadth  of  this  partition  wall  cannot  be  sup- 
posed to  be  exceeding  great,  since  not  only  those  who  shall  stand 
thereon  will  hold  conference  with  the  inhabitants  both  of  paradise  and 
of  hell,  but  the  blessed  and  the  damned  themselves  will  also  be  able  to 
talk  to  one  another.' 

If  Mohammed  did  not  take  his  notions  of  the  partition  we  have  been 
describing  from  scripture,  he  must  at  least  have  borrowed  it  at  second- 
hand from  the  Jews,  who  mention  a  thin  wall  dividing  paradise  from 
hell.' 

The  righteous,  as  the  Mohammedans  are  taught  to  believe,  having 
surmounted  the  difficulties,  and  passed  the  sharp  bridge  above  men- 
tioned, before  they  enter  paradise  will  be  refreshed  by  drinking  at  the 
pond  of  their  prophet,  who  describes  it  to  be  an  exact  square,  of  a 
month's  journey  in  compass  :  its  water,  which  is  supplied  by  two  pipes 
from  al  Cawthar,  one  of  the  rivers  of  paradise,  being  whiter  than  milk 
or  silver  and  more  odoriferous  than  musk,  with  as  many  cups  set  around 
it  as  there  are  stars  in  the  firmament,  of  which  water,  whoever  drinks 
will  thirst  no  more  for  ever.'  This  is  the  first  taste  which  the  blessed 
will  have  of  their  future  and  now  near-approaching  felicity. 

Though  paradise  be  so  very  frequently  mentioned  in  the  Koran,  yet 
it  is  a  dispute  among  the  Mohammedans  whether  it  be  already  created, 
or  be  to  be  created  hereafter:  the  Motazalites  an4  some  other  sectaries 
asserting  that  there  is  not  at  present  any  such  place  in  nature,  and  that 
the  paradise  which  the  righteous  will  inhabit  in  the  next  life,  will  be 
different  from  that  from  which  Adam  was  expelled.  However,  the 
orthodox  profess  the  contrary,  maintaining  that   it  was  created  even 


7  Luke  xvi.  26.  8  Tallalo'ddin.     Vide  Kor.  c.  7.  9  Al  BeidSwL  1  Kor.  ubi  sup 

Vid;  PHerbel.  Dibl.  Orient,  p.  121,  &c.        2  Midrash,  Yalkut  Sioni.  f.  11.        >  Al  Gha^aii. 
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before  the  world,  and  describe  it,  from  their  prophet's  traditions,  in  the 
following  manner. 

They  say  it  is  situate  above  the  seven  heavens  (or  in  the  seventh 
heaven)  and  next  under  the  throne  of  God  :  and  to  express  the  amenity 
of  the  place,  tell  us  that  the  earth  of  it  is  of  the  finest  wheat  flour,  or 
of  the  purest  musk,  or,  as  others  will  have  it,  of  saffron  ;  that  its  stones 
are  pearls  and  jacinths,  the  walls  of  its  buildings  enriched  with  gold 
and  silver,  and  that  the  trunks  of  all  its  trees  are  of  gold,  among  which 
the  most  remarkable  is  the  tree  called  Tuba,  or  the  tree  of  happiness. 
Concerning  this  tree  they  fable  that  it  stands  in  the  palace  of  Mohammed, 
though  a  branch  of  it  will  reach  to  the  house  of  every  true  believer  ;' 
that  it  will  be  laden  with  pomegranates,  grapes,  dates,  and  other  fruits 
of  surprising  bigness,  and  of  tastes  unknown  to  mortals.  So  that  if  a 
man  desire  to  eat  of  any  particular  kind  of  fruit,  it  will  immediately 
be  presented  him,  or  if  he  choose  flesh,  birds  ready  dressed  will  be  set 
before  him  according  to  his  wish.  They  add  that  the  boughs  of  this 
tree  will  spontaneously  bend  down  to  the  hand  of  the  person  who  would 
gather  of  its  fruits,  and  that  it  will  supply  the  blessed  not  only  with 
food,  but  also  with  silken  garments,  and  beasts  to  ride  on  ready  saddled 
and  bridled,  and  adorned  with  rich  trappings,  which  will  burst  forth 
from  its  fruits  ;  and  that  this  tree  is  so  large,  that  a  person  mounted  on 
the  fleetest  horse  would  not  be  able  to  gallop  from  one  end  of  its  shade 
to  the  other  in  a  hundred  years." 

As  plenty  of  water  is  one  of  the  greatest  additions  to  the  pleasant- 
ness of  any  place,  the  Koran  often  speaks  of  the  rivers  of  paradise  as 
a  principal  ornament  thereof ;  some  of  these  rivers,  they  say,  flow  with 
water,  some  with  milk,  some  with  wine,  and  others  with  honey,  all 
taking  their  rise  from  the  root  of  the  tree  Tuba :  two  of  which  rivers, 
named  al  Cawthar  and  the  river  of  life,  we  have  already  mentioned. 
And  lest  these  should  not  be  sufficient,  we  are  told  this  garden  is  also 
watered  by  a  great  number  of  lesser  springs  and  fountains,  whose 
pebbles  are  rubies  and  emeralds,  their  earth  of  carnphire,  their  beds  of 
musk,  and  their  sides  of  saffron,  the  most  remarkable  among  them 
being  Salsabil  and  Tasnim. 

But  all  these  glories  will  be  eclipsed  by  the  resplendent  and  ravish- 
ing girls  of  paradise,  called,  from  their  large  black  eyes,  W\xx  al  oyun, 
the  enjoyment  of  whose  company  will  be  a  prmcipal  felicity  of  the 
faithful.  These,  they  say,  are  created  not  of  clay,  as  mortal  women 
are,  but  of  pure  musk  :  being,  as  their  prophet  often  affirms  in  his 
Koran,  free  from  all  natural  impurities,  defects,  and  inconveniences 
incident  to  the  sex.  of  the  strictest  modesty,  and  secluded  from  pubUc 
view  in  pavilions  of  hollow  pearls,  so  large,  that,  as  some  traditions 
have  it,  one  of  them  will  be  no  less  than  four  parasangs  (or,  as  others 
say,  sixty  miles)  long,  and  as  many  broad. 

The  name  which  the  Mohammedans  usually  give  to  this  happy  man- 
sion, is  al  Jannat,  or  the  garden  ;  and  sometimes  they  call  it,  with  an 
addition,  Jannat  al  Ferdaws,  the  garden  of  paradise,  Jannet  Aden,  the 
garden  of  Eden  (though  they  generally  interpret  the  word  Eden,  not  ac- 
cording to  its  acceptation  in  Hebrew,  but  according  to  its  meaning  in  their 

\  Y^^bya,  in  K  or.  c.  13.         '  Jallal'oddln,  ibid. 
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own  tongue,  wherein  it  signifies  a  settled  or  perpetual  habitation),  Jannat 
al  Mdwa,  the  garden  of  abode,  Jannat  al  Nairn,  the  garden  of  pleasure, 
and  the  like  ;  by  which  several  appellations  some  understand  so  many 
different  gardens,  or  at  least  places  of  different  degrees  of  felicity  (for 
they  reckon  no  less  than  a  hundred  such  in  all),  the  very  meanest 
whereof  will  afford  its  inhabitants  so  many  pleasures  and  delights, 
that  one  would  conclude  they  must  even  sink  under  them,  had  not 
Mohammed  declared,  that  in  order  to  qualify  the  blessed  for  a  full 
enjoyment  of  them,  GOD  will  give  to  every  one  the  abilities  of  a 
hundred  men. 

We  have  already  described  Mohammed's  pond,  whereof  the  righteous 
are  to  drink  before  their  admission  into  this  delicious  seat  ;  besides 
which  some  authors'  mention  two  fountains,  springing  from  under  a 
certain  tree  near  the  gate  of  paradise,  and  say,  that  the  blessed  will 
also  drink  of  one  of  them,  to  purge  their  bodies  and  carry  off  all  excre- 
mentitious  dregs,  and  will  wa^sh  themselves  in  the  other.  When  they 
are  arrived  at  the  gate  itself,  each  person  will  there  be  met  and  saluted 
by  the  beautiful  youths  appointed  to  serve  and  wait  upon  him,  one  of 
them  running  before,  to  carry  the  news  of  his  arrival  to  the  wive? 
destined  for  him  ;  and  also  by  two  angels,  bearing  the  presents  sent 
him  by  GOD,  one  of  whom  will  invest  him  with  a  garment  of  paradise, 
and  the  other  will  put  a  ring  on  each  of  his  fingers,  with  inscriptions  on 
them  alluding  to  the  happiness  of  his  condition.  By  which  of  the  eight 
gates  (for  so  many  they  suppose  paradise  to  have)  they  are  respectively 
to  enter,  is  not  worth  inquiry  ;  but  it  must  be  observed  that  Mohammed 
has  declared  that  no  person's  good  works  will  gain  him  admittance, 
and  that  even  himself  shall  be  saved,  not  by  his  merits,  but  merely  by 
the  mercy  of  GOD.  It  is,  however,  the  constant  doctrine  of  the  Koran, 
that  the  felicity  of  each  person  will  be  proportioned  to  his  deserts,  and 
that  there  will  be  abodes  of  different  degrees  of  happiness  ;  the  most 
eminent  degree  being  reserved  for  the  prophets,  the  second  for  the 
doctors  and  teachers  of  God's  worship,  the  next  for  the  martyrs,  and 
the  lower  for  the  rest  of  the  righteous,  according  to  their  several  merits. 
There  will  also  some  distinction  be  made  in  respect  to  the  time  of  their 
admission  ;  Mohammed  (to  whom,  if  you  will  believe  him.  the  gates 
will  first  be  opened)  having  affirmed,  that  the  poor  will  enter  paradise 
five  hundred  years  before  the  rich  :  nor  is  this  the  only  privilege  which 
they  will  enjoy  in  the  next  life ;  since  the  same  prophet  has  also  declared, 
that  when  he  took  a  view  of  paradise,  he  saw  the  majority  of  its 
inhabitants  to  be  the  poor,  and  when  he  looked  down  into  hell,  he  saw 
the  greater  part  of  the  wretches  confined  there  to  be  women. 

For  the  first  entertainment  of  the  blessed  on  their  admission,  they 
fable  that  the  whole  earth  will  then  be  as  one  loaf  of  bread,  which 
God  will  reach  to  them  with  his  hand,  holding  it  like  a  cake  ;  and  that 
for  meat  they  will  have  the  ox  Balam,  and  the  fish  Nun,  the  lobes  of 
whose  livers  will  suffice  70,000  men,  being,  as  some  imagine  to  be 
set  before  the  principal  guests,  viz.,  those  who,  to  that  number,  will 
be  admitted  into  paradise  without  examination  ;'  though  others  sup- 
pose that  a  definite  number  is  here  put  for  an  indefinite,  and  that 

>  AI  Ghazali,  Kenz  al  Afrar         ^  See  before,  p.  68. 
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nothing  more  is  meant  thereby,  than  to  express  a  great  multitude  of 
people. 

From  this  feast  every  one  will  be  dismissed  to  the  mansion  designed 
for  him,  where  (as  has  been  said)  he  will  enjoy  such  a  share  of  felicity 
as  will  be  proportioned  to  his  merits,  but  vastly  exceed  comprehension 
or  expectation  ;  since  the  very  meanest  in  paradise  (as  he  who,  it  is 
pretended,  must  know  best,  has  declared)  will  have  eighty  thousand 
servants,  seventy-two  wives  of  the  girls  of  paradise,  besides  the  wives 
he  had  in  this  world,  and  a  tent  erected  for  him  of  pearls,  jacinths,  and 
emeralds,  of  a  very  large  extent ;  and,  according  to  another  tradition, 
will  be  waited  on  by  three  hundred  attendants  while  he  eats,  will  be 
served  in  dishes  of  gold,  whereof  three  hundred  shall  be  set  before  him 
at  once,  containing  each  a  different  kind  of  food,  the  last  morsel  of 
which  will  be  as  grateful  as  the  first ;  and  v/ill  also  be  supplied  with  as 
many  sorts  of  liquors  in  vessels  of  the  same  metal  :  and,  to  complete 
the  entertainment,  there  will  be  no  want  of  wine,  which,  though  for- 
bidden in  this  life,  will  yet  be  freely  allowed  to  be  drunk  in  the  next, 
and  without  danger,  since  the  wine  of  paradise  will  not  inebriate,  as 
that  we  drink  here.  The  flavour  of  this  wine  we  may  conceive  to  be 
delicious  without  a  description,  since  the  water  of  Tasnim  and  the  other 
fountains  which  will  be  used  to  dilute  it,  is  said  to  be  wonderfully  sweet 
and  fragrant.  If  any  object  to  these  pleasures,  as  an  impudent  Jew  did 
to  Mohammed,  that  so  much  eating  and  drinking  must  necessarily 
require  proper  evacuations,  we  answer,  as  the  prophet  did,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  paradise  will  not  need  to  ease  themselves,  nor  even  to 
blow  their  nose,  for  that  all  superfluities  will  be  discharged  and  carried 
off  by  perspiration,  or  a  sweat  as  odoriferous  as  musk,  after  which  their 
appetite  shall  return  afresh. 

The  magnificence  of  the  garments  and  furniture  promised  by  the 
Koran  to  the  godly  in  the  next  life,  is  answerable  to  the  delicacy  of 
their  diet.  For  they  are  to  be  clothed  in  the  richest  silks  and  brocades, 
chiefly  of  green,  which  will  burst  forth  from  the  fruits  of  paradise,  and 
will  be  also  supplied  by  the  leaves  of  the  tree  Tuba ;  they  will  be 
adorned  with  bracelets  of  gold  and  silver,  and  crowns  set  v/ith  pearls 
of  incomparable  lustre ;  and  will  make  use  of  silken  carpets,  litters  of  a 
prodigious  size,  couches,  pillows,  and  other  rich  furniture  embroidered 
with  gold  and  precious  stones. 

That  we  may  the  more  readily  believe  what  has  been  mentioned  of 
the  extraordinary  abilities  of  the  inhabitants  of  paradise  to  taste  these 
pleasures  in  their  height,  it  is  said  they  will  enjoy  a  perpetual  youth; 
that  in  whatever  age  they  happen  to  die,  they  will  be  raised  in  their 
prime  and  vigour,  that  is,  of  about  thirty  years  of  age,  which  age  they 
will  never  exceed  (and  the  same  they  say  of  the  damned) ;  and  that 
when  they  enter  paradise  they  will  be  of  the  same  stature  with  Adam, 
who,  as  they  fable,  was  no  less  than  sixty  cubits  high.  And  to  this 
age  and  stature  their  children,  if  they  shall  desire  any  (for  otherwise 
their  wives  vvill  not  conceive),  shall  immediately  attain ;  according  to 
that  saying  of  their  prophet,  "  If  any  of  the  faithful  in  paradise  be 
desirous  of  isf/ue,  it  shall  be  conceived,  bom,  and  grown  up  within  the 
space  of  an  hour."  And  in  the  same  manner,  if  any  one  shall  have  a 
fancy  to  employ  himself  in  agriculture  (which  rustic  pleasure  may  sui» 
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the  wanton  fancy  of  some),  what  he  shall  sow  will  spring  up  and  com? 
to  maturity  in  a  moment. 

Lest  any  of  the  senses  should  want  their  proper  delight,  we  are  told 
the  ear  will  theie  be  entertained,  not  only  with  the  ravishing  songs  of 
the  angel  Israfil,  who  has  the  most  melodious  voice  of  all  God's 
creatures,  and  of  the  daughters  of  paradise ;  but  even  the  trees  them- 
selves will  celebrate  the  divine  praises  with  a  harmony  exceeding 
whatever  mortals  have  heard ;  to  which  will  be  joined  the  sound  of  the 
bells  hanging  on  the  trees,  which  will  be  put  in  motion  by  the  wind 
proceeding  from  the  throne  of  GOD,  so  often  as  the  blessed  wish  for 
music :  nay,  the  very  clashing  of  the  golden-bodied  trees,  whose  fruits 
are  pearls  and  emeralds,  will  surpass  human  imagination ;  so  that  the 
pleasures  of  this  sense  will  not  be  the  least  of  the  enjoyments  of  para- 
dise. 

The  delights  we  have  hitherto  taken  a  view  of,  it  is  said,  will  be 
common  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  paradise,  even  those  of  the  lowest 
order.  What  then,  think  we,  must  they  enjoy  who  shall  obtain  a 
superior  degree  of  honour  and  felicity  ?  To  these,  they  say,  there  are 
prepared,  besides  all  this,  "  such  things  as  eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  hath 
ear  heard,  nor  hath  it  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive;"  an 
expression  most  certainly  borrowed  from  scripture.'  That  we  may 
know  wherein  the  felicity  of  those  who  shall  attain  the  highest  degree 
will  consist,  Mohammed  is  reported  to  have  said,  that  the  meanest  of  the 
inhabitants  of  paradise  will  see  his  gardens,  wives,  servants,  furniture, 
and  other  possessions  take  up  the  space  of  a  thousand  years'  journey 
(for  so  far  and  farther  will  the  blessed  see  in  the  next  life) ;  but  that  he 
will  be  in  the  highest  honour  with  GOD,  who  shall  behold  his  face 
morning  and  evening :  and  this  favour  al  Ghazali  supposes  to  be  that 
additional  or  superabundant  recompense,  promised  in  the  Koran,' 
which  will  give  such  exquisite  delight,  that  in  respect  thereof  all  the 
other  pleasures  of  paradise  will  be  forgotten  and  lightly  esteemed  ;  and 
not  without  reason,  since,  as  the  same  author  says,  every  other  enjoy- 
ment is  equally  tasted  by  the  very  brute  beast  who  is  turned  loose  into 
luxuriant  pasture.^  The  reader  will  observe,  by  the  way,  that  this  is 
a  full  confutation  of  those  who  pretend  that  the  Mohammedans  admit 
of  no  spiritual  pleasure  in  the  next  life,  but  make  the  happiness  of  the 
blessed  to  consist  wholly  in  corjoreal  enjoyments.* 

Whence  Mohammed  took  the  greatest  part  of  his  paradise  it  is  easy 
to  show.  The  Jews  constantly  describe  the  future  mansion  of  the  just 
as  a  delicious  garden,  and  make  it  also  reach  to  the  seventh  heaven.' 
They  also  say  it  has  three  gates,*  or,  as  others  will  have  it,  two,'  and 
four  rivers  (which  last  circumstance  they  copied,  to  be  sure,  from  those 
of  the  garden  of  Eden^),  flowing  with  milk,  wine,  balsam,  and  honey.' 
Their  Behemoth  and  Leviathan,  which  they  pretend  will  be  slain  for 
the  entertainment  of  the  blessed,'  are  so  apparently  the  Balam  and 
Nun  of  Mohammed,  that  his  followers  themselves  confess  he  is  obliged 
to   them   for   both.^     The   Rabbins  likewise  mention  seven   different 

1  Isaiah  Ixiv.  4 ;  i  Cor.  ii.  9.       2  Cap.  lo,  &c.        '  Vide  Poc.  in  not.  ad  Port.  Mosis,  p.  305. 

*  Vide  Reland,  de  Rel.  Moh.  1.  2,  §  17  '  Vide  Gemar.  Tanith,  f.  25,  Ber.icotli,  f.  34,  and 
Midrash  sabboth,  f.  37.  6  Megillali,  Amkoth,  p.  78.  7  Midrash,  Valkut  Shemuni. 
8  Gen.  ii.  10,  &c.        1  Midrash,  Yalk.  Shem,        2  Gemar.  Bava  Bathra.  f.  78;  Rashi,  in  Job  i 

*  Vide  Poc.  not  in  Port  Mosis,  p.  tqfi. 
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degrees  of  felicity,*  and  say  that  the  highest  will  be  of  those  who 
perpetually  contemplate  the  face  of  GoD.s  The  Persian  Magi  had 
also  an  idea  of  the  future  happy  estate  of  the  good,  very  little  different 
A-om  that  of  Mohammed.  Paradise  they  called  Behisht,  and  Minu, 
which  signifies  crystal^  where  they  believe  the  righteous  shall  enjoy  all 
manner  of  delights,  and  particularly  the  company  of  the  Hurani  behisht, 
or  black-eyed  nymphs  of  paradise,^  the  care  of  whom,  they  say,  is 
committed  to  the  angel  Zamiyad;'  and  hence  Mohammed  seems  to 
have  taken  the  first  hint  of  his  paradisiacal  ladies. 

It  is  not  improbable,  however,  but  that  he  might  have  been  obliged, 
in  some  respect,  to  the  Christian  accounts  of  the  felicity  of  the  good  in 
the  next  life.  As  it  is  scarce  possible  to  convey,  especially  to  the 
apprehensions  of  the  generality  of  mankind,  an  idea  of  spiritual 
pleasures  without  introducing  sensible  objects,  the  scriptures  have  been 
obliged  to  represent  the  celestial  enjoyments  by  corporeal  images  ; 
and  to  describe  the  mansion  of  the  blessed  as  a  glorious  and  magnifi- 
cent city,  built  of  gold  and  precious  stones,  with  twelve  gates  ;  through 
the  streets  of  which  there  runs  a  river  of  water  of  life,  and  having  on 
either  side  the  tree  of  life,  which  bears  twelve  sorts  of  fruits,  and  leaves 
of  a  healing  virtue.^  Our  Saviour  likewise  speaks  of  the  future  state 
of  the  blessed  as  of  a  kingdom  where  they  shall  eat  and  drink  at  his 
table.9  But  then  these  descriptions  have  none  of  those  puerile  imagina- 
tions'°  which  reign  throughout  that  of  Mohammed,  much  less  any  the 
most  distant  intimation  of  sensual  delights,  which  he  was  so  fond  of; 
on  the  contrary,  we  are  expressly  assured,  that  "  in  the  resurrection 
they  will  neither  marry  nor  be  given  in  marriage,  but  will  be  as  the 
angels  of  GoD  in  heaven.""  Mohammed,  however,  to  enhance  the 
value  of  paradise  with  his  Arabians,  chose  rather  to  imitate  the 
indecency  of  the  Magians  than  the  modesty  of  the  Christians  in  this 
particular,  and  lest  his  beatified  Moslems  should  complain  that  any- 
thing was  wanting,  bestows  on  them  wives,  as  well  as  the  other  com- 
forts of  life  ;  judging,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  from  his  own  inclinations, 
that  like  Panurgus's  ass,*  they  would  think  all  other  enjoyments  not 
worth  their  acceptance  if  they  were  to  be  debarred  from  this. 

Had  Mohammed,  after  all,  intimated  to  his  followers,  that  what  he 
had  told  them  of  paradise  was  to  be  taken,  not  literally,  but  in  a  meta- 
phorical sense  (as  it  is  said  the  Magians  do  the  description  of  Zoro- 
aster's';, this  might,  perhaps,  make  some  atonement ;  but  the  contrary 
is  so  evident  from  the  whole  tenour  of  the  Koran,  that  although  some 

4  Nishmat  haylm,  f.  32.  ^  Midrash,  Tehniim,  f.  11.  ^      *  Sadder,  porta  5.  1  Hyde, 

de  Rel.  Vet.  Pers.  p.  265.  8  Rev.  xxi.  10,  &c.,  and  xxii.  i,  2.  "  Luke  xxii.  29,  30,  &c. 

10  I  would  not,  however,  undertake  to  defend  all  the  Christian  writers  in  this  particular ; 
witness  that  one  passage  of  Irenaeus,  wherein  he  introduces  a  tradition  of  St.  John  that  our 
Lord  should  say,  "The  days  shall  come,  in  which  there  shall  be  vines,  which  shall  have  each 
ten  thousand  branches,  and  every  of  those  branches  shall  have  ten  thousand  lesser  branches, 
and  every  of  these  branches  shall  have  ten  thousand  twigs,  and  every  one  of  these  twigs  shall 
have  ten  thousand  clusters  of  srrapes,  and  in  every  one  of  these  clusters  there  shall  be  ten  thou- 
sand grapes,  and  every  one  of  these  grapes  being  pressed  shall  yield  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  gallons  of  wine  ;  and  when  a  man  shall  take  hold  of  one  of  these  sacred  bunches,  anothei 
bunch  shall  cry  out,  I  am  a  better  bunch  :  take  me,  and  bless  the  Lord  by  me,"  &c.  Iren.  1.  5, 
c.  33.  11  Matih.  xxii.  30.  1  Vide  Rabelais,  Pantagr.  1.  5,  c.  7.     A  better  authority  than 

this  might,  however,  be  alleged  in  favour  of  Mohammed's  judgment  in  this  respect ;  I  mean  that 
of  Plato,  who  is  said  to  have  proposed,  in  his  ideal  commonwealth,  as  the  reward  ol  valiant 
men  and  consummate  soldiers,  the  kisses  of  boys  and  beauteous  damsels.  Vide  Gell.  Noct 
Att  1.  i8,  a  a.         2  vide  Hyde,  de  ReL  Vet.  Pers.  n  266. 
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Mohammedans,  whose  understandings  are  too  refined  to  admit  such 
gross  conceptions,  look  on  their  prophet's  descriptions  as  parabohcal, 
and  are  willing  to  receive  them  in  an  allegorical  or  spiritual  accepta- 
tion,* yet  the  general  and  orthodox  doctrine  is,  that  the  whole  is  to  be 
strictly  believed  in  the  obvious  and  literal  acceptation  ;  to  prove  which 
1  need  only  urge  the  oath  they  exact  trom  Christians  (who  they  know 
abhor  such  fancies)  when  they  would  bind  them  in  the  most  strong 
and  sacred  manner  ;  for  in  such  a  case  they  make  them  swear  that  if 
they  falsify  their  engagem.ent,  they  will  affirm  that  there  will  be  black- 
eyed  girls  in  the  next  world,  and  corporeal  pleasures/ 

Before  we  quit  this  subject  it  may  not  be  improper  to  observe  the 
falsehood  of  a  vulgar  imputation  on  the  Mohammedans,  who  are  by 
several  writers^  reported  to  hold  that  women  have  no  souls,  or,  if  they 
have,  that  they  will  perish,  like  those  of  brute  beasts,  and  will  not  be 
rewarded  in  the  next  life.  But  whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  some 
igriorant  people  among  them,  it  is  certain  that  Mohammed  had  too 
great  a  respect  for  the  fair  sex  to  teach  such  a  doctrine  ;  and  there  are 
several  passages  in  the  Koran  which  affirm  that  women,  in  the  next 
life,  will  not  only  be  punished  for  their  evil  actions,  but  will  also  receive 
the  rewards  of  their  good  deeds,  as  well  as  the  men,  and  that  in  this 
case  God  will  make  no  distinction  of  sexes.*  It  is  true,  the  general 
notion  is,  that  they  will  not  be  admitted  into  the  same  abode  as  the 
men  are,  because  their  places  will  be  supplied  by  the  paradisiacal 
females  (though  some  allow  that  a  man  will  there  also  have  the  com- 
pany of  those  who  were  his  wives  in  this  world,  or  at  least  such  of 
them  as  he  shall  desire') ;  but  that  good  women  will  go  into  a  separate 
place  of  happiness,  where  they  will  enjoy  all  sorts  of  delights  ;'  but 
whether  one  of  those  delights  will  be  the  enjoyment  of  agreeable  para- 
mours created  for  them,  to  complete  the  economy  of  the  Mohammedan 
system,  is  what  I  have  nowhere  found  decided.  One  circumstance 
relating  to  these  beatified  females,  conformable  to  what  he  had  asserted 
of  the  men,  he  acquainted  his  followers  with  in  the  answer  he  returned 
to  an  old  woman,  who,  desiring  him  to  intercede  with  GOD  that  she 
might  be  admitted  into  paradise,  he  told  her  that  no  old  womar  would 
enter  that  place  ;  which  setting  the  poor  woman  a-crying,  he  explained 
himself  by  saying  that  GOD  would  then  make  her  young  again,* 

The  sixth  great  point  of  faith,  which  the  Mohammedans  are  tauglit 
by  the  Koran  to  believe,  is  God's  absolute  decree,  and  predestinatioi? 
both  of  good  and  evil.  For  the  orthodox  doctrine  is,  that  whatever 
hath  or  shall  come  to  pass  in  this  world,  whether  it  be  good  or  whether 
it  be  bad,  proce^^deth  entirely  from  the  divine  will,  and  is  irrevocably 
fixed  and  recorded  from  all  eternity  in  the  preserved  table  ;*  God 
having  secretly  predetermined  not  only  the  adverse  and  prosperous 
fortune  of  every  person  in  this  world,  in  the  most  minute  particulars, 
but  also  his  faith  or  infidehty,  his  obedience  or  disobedience,  and  con 


3  Vide  Eund.  in  not.  ad  Bobov.  Lit.  Turcar.  p.  21.  4  Poc.  ad  Port.  Mos.  p.  305.  *  Horn- 
bek,  Sum.  Contr.  p.  i6.  Grelot,  Voyage  de  Constant,  p.  275.  Ricaut's  Present  State  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire,  1.  2,  c.  21.  *>  See  Kor.  c.  3,  p.  53,  c.  4,  p.  67;  and  also  c.  13,  16,  40,  48,  57, 
&c.  Vide  etiam  Reland.  de  Rel.  Moh.  1.  2,  §  18  ;  and  Hyde,  in  not.  ad  Bobov.  de  Visit,  aegr. 
p.  21.  1  See  before,  p.  77.  2  Vide  Chardin,  Voy.  tom.  ii.  p.  328,  and  Bayle,  Diet.  Hist.  Art. 
Niahomet,  Rem.  Q.  3  See  Kor.  c.  56,  and  the  notes  there ;  and  Gagnier.  not.  in  .Abuheds 
Vit.  Moh  y.  1J5.        4  See  before,  p.  50. 
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sequently  his  everlasting  happiness  or  misery  after  death ;  wh'ch  fate  or 
predestination  it  is  not  possible,  by  any  foresight  or  wisdom,  to  avoid. 

Of  this  doctrine  Mohammed  makes  great  use  in  his  Koran  for  the 
advancement  of  his  designs ;  encouraging  his  followers  to  fight  v,  ithout 
fear,  and  even  desperately,  for  the  propagation  of  their  faith,  by  repre- 
senting to  them  that  all  their  caution  could  not  avert  their  inevitable 
destiny,  or  prolong  their  lives  for  a  moment  ;5  and  deterring  them  from 
disobeying  or  rejecting  him  as  an  impostor,  by  setting  before  thei  the 
danger  they  might  thereby  incur  of  being,  by  the  just  judgment  of  GOD, 
abandoned  to  seduction,  hardness  of  heart,  and  a  reprobate  mind,  as 
a  punishment  for  their  obstinacy.^ 

As  this  doctrine  of  absolute  election  and  reprobation  has  been  thought 
by  many  of  the  Mohammedan  divines  to  be  derogatory  to  the  goodness 
and  justice  of  GOD,  and  to  make  GOD  the  author  of  evil,  several  subtle 
distinctions  have  been  invented,  and  disputes  raised,  to  explicate  or 
sOtten  it ;  and  different  sects  have  been  formed,  according  to  their 
several  opinions  or  methods  of  explaining  this  point :  some  of  them 
going  so  far  as  even  to  hold  the  direct  contrary  position  of  absolute 
free  will  in  man,  as  we  shall  see  hereafter.* 

Of  the  four  fundamental  points  of  religious  practice  required  by  the 
Koran,  the  first  is  prayer,  under  which,  as  has  been  said,  are  a^so  com- 
prehended those  legal  washings  or  purifications  which  are  necessary 
preparations  thereto. 

Of  these  purifications  there  are  two  degrees,  one  called  Ghosl,  being 
a  total  immersion  or  bathing  of  the  body  in  water;  and  the  other 
called  Wodu  (by  the  Persians,  Abdest),  which  is  the  washing  of  their 
tAces,  hands,  and  feet,  after  a  certain  manner.  The  fir^t  is  required  in 
some  extraordinary  cases  only,  as  after  having  lain  with  a  woman,  or 
bevm  polluted  by  emission  of  seed,  or  by  approaching  a  dead  body; 
women  also  being  obliged  to  it  after  their  courses  or  childbirth.  The 
latter  is  the  ordinary  ablution  in  common  cases  and  before  prayer,  awd 
must  necessarily  be  used  by  every  person  before  he  can  enter  upon 
that  duty.'  It  is  performed  with  certain  formal  ceremonies,  which 
have  been  described  by  some  v/riters,  but  are  much  easier  apprehended 
by  seeing  them  done  than  by  the  best  description. 

These  purifications  were  perhaps  borrowed  by  Mohammed  of  the 
Jews ;  at  least  they  agree  in  a  great  measure  with  those  used  by  that 
nation,^  who  in  process  of  time  burdened  the  precepts  of  Moses  in 
this  point,  with  so  many  traditionary  ceremonies,  that  whole  books 
have  been  written  about  them,  and  who  were  so  exact  and  superstitious 
therein,  even  in  our  Saviour's  time,  that  they  are  often  reproved  by 
him  for  it.*  But  as  it  is  certain  that  the  pagan  Arabs  used  lustrations 
of  this  kind 5  lorig  before  the  time  of  Mohammed,  as  most  nations  did, 
and  still  do  in  the  east,  whore  the  warmth  of  the  climate  requires  a 
greater  nicety  and  degree  of  cleanliness  than  these  colder  parts; 
perhaps  Mohammed  only  recalled  his  countrymen  to  a  more  strict 
observance  of  those  purifying  rites,  which  had  been  probably  neglected 
by  them,  or  at  least  performed  in  a  careless  and  perfunctory  manner. 

5  Kor.  c.  3.  c.  4,  &c.  6  Ibid.  c.  4,  c  2,  &c..  passim.  ^  Sect.  VIII.  2  Krr.  c.  4,  and  c.  5 
Vide  Reland.  de  Rel.  Moh.  1.  i,  c.  8.  3  Poc.  not.  in  Port,  Mosis,  p,  3^6,  &c.  •*  Mark 

vii.  3,  &c.  5  Vide  Herodot.  I.  3,  a  198. 
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The  Mohammedans,  however,  will  have  it  that  they  are  as  ancient  as 
Abraham,'  who,  they  say,  was  enjoined  by  GoD  to  observe  them,  and 
was  shown  the  manner  of  making  the  ablution  by  the  angel  Gabriel, 
in  the  form  of  a  beautiful  youth.''  Nay,  some  deduce  the  matter 
higher,  and  imagine  that  these  ceremonies  were  taught  our  first  parents 
by  the  angels.^ 

That  ais  followers  might  be  the  more  punctual  in  this  duty,  Moham- 
med is  said  to  have  declared,  that  "  the  practice  of  religion  is  founded 
on  cleanliness,"  which  is  the  one-half  of  the  faith,  and  the  key  of  prayer, 
without  which  it  will  not  be  heard  by  GOD.'*  That  these  expressions 
may  be  the  better  understood,  al  Ghazali  reckons  four  degrees  of  purifi- 
cation ;  of  which  the  first  is,  the  cleansing  of  the  body  from  all  pollu- 
tion, filth,  and  excrements  ;  the  second,  the  cleansing  of  the  members 
of  the  body  from  all  wickedness  and  unjust  actions  ;  the  third,  the 
cleansing  of  the  heart  from  all  blamable  inclinations  and  odious  vices  ; 
and  the  fourth,  the  purging  a  man's  secret  thoughts  from  all  affections 
v/hich  may  divert  their  attendance  on  GOD  :  adding,  that  the  body 
is  but  as  the  outward  shell  in  respect  to  the  heart,  which  is  as  the 
kernel.  And  for  this  reason  he  highly  complains  of  those  who  are 
superstitiously  solicitous  in  exterior  purifications,  avoiding  those  persons 
as  unclean  who  are  not  so  scrupulously  nice  as  themselves,  and  at  the 
same  time  have  their  minds  lying  waste,  and  overrun  with  pride,  igno- 
rance, and  hypocrisy.'  Whence  it  plainly  appears  with  how  little  foun- 
dation the  Mohammedans  have  been  charged,  by  some  writers,*  with 
teaching  or  imagining  that  these  formal  washings  alone  cleanse  them 
from  their  sins.^ 

Lest  so  necessary  a  preparation  to  their  devotions  should  be  omit- 
ted, either  where  water  cannot  be  had,  or  when  it  may  be  of  prejudice 
to  a  person's  health,  they  are  allowed  in  such  cases  to  make  use  of  fine 
sand  or  dust  in  lieu  of  it  f  and  then  they  perform  this  duty  by  clapping 
their  open  hands  on  the  sand,  and  passing  them  over  the  parts,  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  they  were  dipped  in  water.  But  for  this  expedient 
Mohammed  was  not  so  much  indebted  to  his  own  cunning,'  as  to  the 
example  of  the  Jews,  or  perhaps  that  of  the  Persian  Magi,  almost  as 
scrupulous  as  the  Jews  themselves  in  their  lustrations,  who  both  ot 
them  prescribe  the  same  method  in  cases  of  necessity  ;'  and  there  is  a 
famous  instance,  in  ecclesiastical  history,  of  sand  being  used,  for  the 
same  reason,  instead  of  water,  in  the  administration  of  the  Christian 
sacrament  of  bnptism,  many  years  before  Mohammed's  time.' 
-    Neither  are  tne  Mohammedans  contented  with  bare  washing,  but 

1  Al  Jai.nabi  in  Vita  J^'irah.    Vide  Poc.  Spec.  p.  303. 

2  Herewith  agrees  the  spurious  Gospel  of  St.  Barnabas,  the  Spanish  translation  of  which 
(cap.  29)  has  these  words:  Dixo  Abraham,  Que  hare yo para  servir al  Dios  de  los  s.mctos y 
propheta.  '  Respomiid  el  angel,  Ve  e  a(,iielln/uetite  y  lnvate,porque  Dios  qiitere  liablar  con- 
iii^o.  DiJio  Abraham.  Coino  tenoo  de  Itivarine?  Liiego  el  an^el  se  le  apparecid  coino  nns 
hello  vinncebo,  y  se  lavo  en  la/iiente,y  le  dixo,  Abraham,  Imz  conio yo.   KAbraham  J^<'^Z'<>,  &c. 

3  Al  Kessai.  Vide  Reland.  de  Rel.  Mohamm.  p.  81.  **  Al  Ghaz-lli,  Ebn  al  Athir.  5  vijg 
Poc.  Spec.  p.  302,  &c.  6  Barthol.  Edessen.  Confut.  Hagaren.  p.  360.  G.  Sionita  and  J, 
Hcsronita,  in  Tract,  de  Urb.  and  Morib.  Orient,  ad  Calcem  Geogr.  Nubiens.  c.  15.  Du  Ryer, 
dans  ie  Sommaire  de  la  Rel.  dca  lures,  mis  a  la  tete  de  sa  version  de  I'Alcor.  St.  Olon,  Descr. 
du  Royaume  de  Maroc,  c.  2.  Hyde,  in  not.  ad  Hobov.  de  Prec.  RIoh.  p.  1  ;  Smith,  de  Morib. 
et  Instit.  Turcar.  Ep.  i,  p.  32.  7  Vide  Reland.  de  Rel.  Moh.  1.  2,  c.  11.  "  Kor.  c.  3,  f; 
«s\,  and  5,  p.  74.  1  Vide  Smith,  ubi  sup.  2  Gemar.  Berachoth.  c,  2.  Vide  Poc.  not.  ad  Poit 
Mosis,  p.  ■:,Zo.     Sadder,  porta  84.         8  Cedren.  p.  250. 
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think  themselves  obliged  to  several  other  necessary  points  of  cleanli- 
ness, which  they  make  also  parts  of  this  duty ;  such  as  combing  the 
nan,  cuttmg  tlie  beard,  paring  the  nails,  pulling  out  the  hairs  of 
their  armpits,  shaving  tnen  private  puns,  and  circumcision  ;*  of 
which  last  I  will  add  a  word  or  t^o,  lest  I  should  not  tmd  a  more 
proper  place. 

Circumcision,  though  it  be  not  so  much  as  once  mentioned  in  the 
Koran,  is  yet  held  by  the  Mohammedans  to  be  an  ancient  divine  insti- 
tution, confirmed  by  the  religion  of  Islam,  and  though  not  so  absolutely 
necessary  but  that  it  may  be  dispensed  with  in  some  cases, ^  yet  highly 
proper  and  expedient.  The  Arabs  used  this  rite  for  many  ages  before 
Mohammed,  having  probably  learned  it  from  Ismael,  though  not  only 
his  descendants,  but  the  Hamyarites,^  and  other  tribes,  practised  the 
same.  The  Ismaelites,  we  are  told,^  used  to  circumcise  their  children, 
not  on  the  eighth  day,  as  is  the  custom  of  the  Jev/s,  but  when  about 
twelve  or  thirteen  years  old,  at  which  age  their  father  underwent  that 
operation  :^  and  the  Mohammedans  imitate  them  so  far  as  not  to  cir- 
cumcise children  before  they  be  able,  at  least,  distinctly  to  pronounce 
that  profession  of  their  faith,  "There  is  no  GOD  but  GOD,  Mohammed 
s  the  apostle  of  God  ;"9  but  pitch  on  what  age  they  please  for  the  pur- 
pose, between  :ix  and  sixteen  or  thereabouts. '°  Though  the  Moslem 
doctors  are  generally  of  opinion,  conformably  to  the  scripture,  that  this 
precept  was  originally  given  to  Abraham,  yet  some  have  imagined  that 
Adam  was  taught  it  by  the  angel  Gabriel,  to  satisfy  an  oath  he  had 
made  to  cut  off  that  flesh  which,  after  his  fall,  had  rebelled  against  his 
spirit ;  whence  an  odd  argument  has  been  drawn  for  the  universal 
obligation  of  circumcision.'  Though  I  cannot  say  the  Jews  led  the 
Mohammedans  the  way  here,  yet  they  seem  so  unwilling  to  believe 
any  of  the  principal  patriarchs  or  prophets  before  Abraham  were  really 
uncircumcised,  that  they  pretend  several  of  them,  as  well  as  some  holy 
men  who  lived  after  his  time,  vi?ere  born  ready  circumcised,  or  without 
a  foreskin,  and  that  Adam,  in  particular,  was  so  created  ;'  whence  the 
Mohammedans  af^rm  the  same  thing  of  their  prophet.' 

Prayer  was  by  Mohammed  thought  so  necessary  a  duty,  that  he  used 
to  call  it  the  pillar  of  religion  and  the  key  of  paradise  ;  and  when  the 
Thakifites,  who  dwelt  at  Tayef,  sending  in  the  ninth  year  of  the  Hejra 
to  make  their  submission  to  that  prophet,  after  the  keeping  of  their 
favourite  idol  had  been  denied  them,"*  begged,  at  least,  that  they  might 
be  dispensed  with  as  to  their  saying  of  the  appointed  prayers,  he 
answered,  "  That  there  could  be  no  good  in  that  religion  wherein  v/as 
no  prayer."* 

4  Vide  Poc.  Spec.  p.  303.  5  Vide  Bobov.  de  Circumcis.  p.  22.  6  Philostorg.  Hist.  Eccl. 
1.  3.  7  Joseph.  Ant.  1.  i,  c.  23.  S  Gen.  xvii.  25.  9  Vide  Bobov.  ubi  sup.  and  Poc. 

Spec.  p.  319.         10  Vide  Reland.  de  Rel.  Moh.  1.  i,  p.  75. 

1  This  IS  the  substance  of  the  following  passage  of  the  Gospel  of  Barnabas  (cap.  23),  viz., 
Entoiices  dixo  Jesus  ;  Adam  el  primer  hoinbre  miietido  contido  por  eflga7io  dei  demonio  la 
C07n'da  prohibidn  por  Dios  eii  el  parayso,  se  le  rebeio  su  came  a  su  esfiiritu  ;  por  lo  qtial 
jurd  dizientto,  Por  Dioi  que  yo  te  qjciero  cortar  ;  y  rompiendo  utia  p/edra  tonto  sit  crf>ite  para 
cortarla  con  el  co^te  de  la  picdra.  Por  logical  fue  reprehct^dido  del  angel  Gabriel,  v  el  le 
dixo  ;  Vo  he  jurado  por  Dios  que  lo  he  de  cortar,  y  nieyttiroso  no  lo  sere  'amas.  Ala  hora 
el  angel  le  ensefio  la  snperjliiidad  de  S7t  »arne,  y  a  quella  cortd.  De  manera  que  anst  covio 
todo  hombre  toma  came  de  Adam,  ansi  esta  oblii^ado  a  cumplir  aqjtelio  qtte  Adam  con  jura- 
vtento  prometid.  2  Shalshel.  hakkabala.  Vide  Poc.  Spec.  p.  320;  Gagnier  not.  in  Abulfed 
Vit.  Moh,  jj,  8.     3  Yide  Poc.  Spec.  p.  304.     *  See  before,  p.  14.     ^  Abulfed.  Vit.  Moh.  p.  127. 
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That  so  important  a  duty,  therefore,  might  not  be  neglected,  Mo- 
hammed obliged  his  followers  to  pray  five  times  every  twenty-four 
hours,  at  certain  stated  times  ;  viz.,  i.   In  the  morning,  before  sunrise  ; 

2.  When  noon  is  past,  and  the  sun  begins  to  decline  from  the  meridian  ; 

3.  Ill  the  afternoon,  before  sunset  ;  4,  In  the  evening,  after  sunset,  and 
before  day  be  shut  in  ;  and  5.  After  the  day  ib  shut  in,  and  before  the 
first  watch  of  the  night.*  For  this  institution  he  pretended  to  have 
'-eceived  the  divine  command  from  the  throne  of  GOD  himself,  when 
he  took  his  night  journey  to  heaven  ;  and  the  observing  of  the  stated 
times  of  prayer  is  frequently  insisted  on  in  the  Koran,  though  they  be 
not  particularly  prescribed  therein.  Accordingly,  at  the  aforesaid 
times,  of  which  public  notice  is  given  by  the  Muedhdhins,  or  Criers, 
from  the  steeples  of  their  mosques  (for  they  use  no  bell),  every  con- 
"^cientious  Moslem  prepares  himself  for  prayer,  which  he  performs 
either  in  the  mosque  or  any  other  place,  provided  it  be  clean,  after  a 
prescribed  form,  and  with  a  certain  number  of  phrases  or  ejaculations 
(which  the  more  scrupulous  count  by  a  string  of  beads)  and  using 
certain  postures  of  worship  ;  all  which  have  been  particularly  set  down 
and  described,  though  with  some  few  mistakes,  by  other  writers,'  and 
ought  not  to  be  abridged,  unless  in  some  special  cases  ;  as  on  a 
lourney,  on  preparing  for  battle,  &c. 

For  the  regular  performance  of  the  duty  of  prayer  among  the  Mo- 
hammedans, besides  the  particulars  above  mentioned,  rt  is  also 
requisite  that  they  turn  their  faces,  while  they  pray,  towards  the  temple 
of  Mecca  ;'  the  quarter  where  the  same  is  situate  being,  for  that 
reason,  pointed  out  within  their  mosques  by  a  niche,  which  they  call 
al  Mehrab,  and  without,  by  the  situation  of  the  doors  opening  into 
the  galleries  of  the  steeples  :  there  are  also  tables  calculated  for  the 
ready  finding  out  their  Kebla,  or  part  towards  which  they  ought  to 
pray,  in  places  where  they  have  no  other  direction,' 

But  what  is  principally  to  be  regarded  in  the  discharge  of  this  duty, 
say  the  Moslem  doctors,  is  the  inward  disposition  of  the  heart,  which 
is  the  life  and  spirit  of  prayer  ;"*  the  most  punctual  observance  of  the 
external  rites  and  ceremonies  before  mentioned  being  of  little  or  no 
avail,  if  performed  without  due  attention,  reverence,  devotion,  and 
hope  •}  so  that  we  must  not  think  the  Mohammedans,  or  the  con- 
siderate part  of  them  at  least,  content  themselves  with  the  mere  opiis. 
operatiivi,  or  imagine  their  whole  religion  to  be  placed  therein.* 

I  had  like  to  have  omitted  two  things  which  in  my  mind  deserte 
mention  on  this  head,  and  may,  perhaps,  be  better  defended  than  our 
contrary  practice.  One  is,  that  the  Mohammedans  never  address 
themselves  to  God  in  sumptuous  apparel,  though  they  are  obliged  to 
be  decently  clothed  ;  but  lay  aside  their  cosily  habits  and  pompous 
ornaments,  if  they  wear  any,  when  they  approach  the  divine  presence, 
lest  they  should  seem  proud  and  arrogant.^  The  other  is,  that  they 
admit  not  their  women  to  pray  with  them  in  public  ;  that  sex  being 

6  Vide  Ibid.  p.  38,  39.  ^  Vide  Hotting.  Hist.  Eccles.  torn.  viii.  p.  470 — 529;  Bobov.  in 

Liturg.  Turcic  p.  1,  &c.  ;  Grelot,  Voyage  de  Constant,  p.  253 — 264  ;  Chardin,  Voy.  de  I'erse, 
torn.  ii.  p.  388,  &c.  ;  and  Smith,  de  Mori  bus  ac  Instit.  Turcar.  Ep.  i,  p.  33,  &c.  2  Kor. 

c.  2,  p.  16.      see  the  notes  ihere.         3  Vide  Hyde,  de  Rel.  Vet.  Pers.  p.  8,  9.  and  126.  *  Al 

Trhazali.         5  Vide  Poc.  Spec.  p.  305.         «  Vide  Smith,  ubi  sup.  p.  4a  "  Reland.  de  ReL 

Moh.  p.  96.     See  Kor.  c.  7.  p.  1C7. 
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obliged  to  perform  their  devotions  at  home,  or  if  they  visit  the 
mosques,  it  must  be  at  a  time  when  the  men  are  not  there  :  for  the 
Moslems  are  of  opinion  that  their  presence  inspires  a  different  kind  of 
devotion  from  that  which  is  requisite  in  a  place  dedicated  to  the  wor- 
ship of  GOD.^ 

The  greater  part  of  the  particubrs  comprised  in  the  Mohammedan 
mstitution  of  prayer,  their  prophet  seems  to  have  copied  from  othciS, 
and  especially  the  Jews  ;  exceeding  their  institutions  only  in  the  number 
of  daily  prayers.*  The  Jews  are  directed  to  pray  three  times  a  day,^ 
in  the  morning,  in  the  evening,  and  within  night ;  in  imitation  of 
Abraham,^  Isaac,*  and  Jacob  ;5  and  the  practice  was  as  early,  at  least, 
as  the  time  of  Daniel.^  The  several  postures  used  by  the  Moham- 
medans in  their  prayers  are  also  the  same  with  those  prescribed  by  the 
Jewish  Rabbins,  and  particularly  the  most  solemn  act  of  adoration,  by 
prostrating  themselves  so  as  to  touch  the  ground  with  their  forehead  ;7 
notwithstanding,  the  latter  pretend  the  practice  of  the  former,  in  this 
respect,  to  be  a  relic  of  their  ancient  manner  of  paying  their  devotions 
to  Baal-Peor.^  The  Jews  likewise  constantly  pray  with  their  faces 
turned  towards  the  temple  of  Jerusalem,^  which  has  been  their  Kebla 
from  the  tim*^  it  was  first  dedicated  by  Solomon ;'°  for  which  reason 
Daniel,  praying  in  Chaldea,  had  the  windows  of  liis  chamber  open 
towards  that  city:"  and  the  same  was  the  Kebla  of  Mohammed  and 
his  followers  for  six  or  seven  months,'^  and  till  he  found  himself  obliged 
to  change  it  for  the  Caaba.  The  Jews,  moreover,  are  obliged  by  the 
precepts  of  their  religion  to  be  careful  that  the  place  they  pray  in,  and 
the  garments  they  have  on  when  they  perform  their  duty,  be  clean  i*^ 
the  men  and  women  also  among  them  pra)  apart  (in  which  particular 
they  were  imitated  by  the  eastern  Christians) ;  and  several  other  con- 
formities might  be  remarked  between  the  Jewish  public  worship  and 
that  of  the  Mohammedans.'* 

The  next  point  of  the  Mohammedan  religion  is  the  giving  of  alms, 
which  are  of  two  sorts,  legal  and  voluntary.  The  legal  ahns  are  of 
indispensable  obligation,  being  commanded  by  the  law,  which  directs 
and  determines  both  the  portion  which  is  to  be  given,  and  of  what 
things  it  ought  to  be  given ;  but  the  voluntary  alms  are  left  to  every 
one's  liberty,  to  give  more  or  less,  as  he  shall  see  fit.  The  former  kind 
of  alms  some  think  to  be  properly  called  Zacat,  and  the  latter  Sadakat ; 

8  A  Moor,  named  Ahmed  Ebn  Abdalla,  in  a  Latin  epistle  by  him,  written  to  T^Iaurlce,  Prince 
of  Orange,  and  Emanuel,  Prince  of  Portugal,  containing  a  censure  of  the  Christian  religion  (a 
copy  of  which,  once  belonging  to  Mr.  Selden,  who  has  thence  transcribed  a  considerable 
passage  in  his  treatise  De  Synedriis  vett.  Ebrseor.  1.  i,  c.  12,  is  now  in  the  Bodleian  Library), 
finds  great  fault  with  the  unedifying  manner  in  which  mass  is  said  among  the  Roman  Catholics, 
for  thi?  very  reasov.,  mong  others.  His  words  are  :  Ubiainque  congregantur  sitmil  viri  et 
fa'Dinice,  ibi  mens  non  est  inteiita  et  devota  :  nam  inter  celebrandtcvi  7iiissa)7i  et  sncriftcia, 
fccmince  et  viri  tmcticis  aspectibiis,  signis,  ac  mttibus  ncceiidunt  pravornvi  appetittitn,  et 
desiderioriiin  stwrimi  ignes :  et  qnando  hoc  no7t_fieret,  saltern  Inimana  fragilitas  delectatur 
mutuo  et  reciproco  aspectii  ;  et  ita  non  potest  esse  mens  quieta,  attefita,  et  devota. 
_  1  The  Sabians,  according  to  some,  exceed  the  Mohammedans  in  this  point,  praying  seven 
times  a  day.  See  before,  p.  11.  2  Gemar.  Berachoih.  3  Gen.  xix.  27.  "^  Gen.  xxiv.  63. 
'>  Gen.  xxviii.  11,  &c.         ^  Dan.  vi.  10.  "  Vide  Millium,  de  Mohammedismo  ante  Moham. 

p.  427,  &c.,  and  Hyde,  de  Rel.  Vet.  Pers.  p.  5,  &c.  8  Maimonid.  in  Epist.  ad  Proselyt.  Relig. 
Vide  Poc._  Spec.  p.  306.  ^  Gemar.  Bava  Calhra,  and  Berachoth.  10  i  Kings  viii.  29,  &c. 
n  Dan.  vi.  10.  i-  Some  say  eighteen  months.  Vide  Abulfed.  Vit.  Moh.  p.  54.  13  Maimon. 
in  Halachoth  Tephilla,  c.  9,  §  8,  g.     Menura  h.ammeor,  fol.  28,  2.  l'^  Vide  Millium,  ubi 

nipra,  p.  424,  et  .scq. 
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though  this  name  be  also  frequently  given  to  the  legal  alms.  They  are 
called  Zacat,  either  because  they  increase  a  man's  store,  by  drawing 
down  a  blessing  ^hereon,  and  produce  in  his  soul  the  virtue  of  libe- 
rality,' or  because  they  purify  the  remaining  part  of  one's  substance 
from  pollution,  and  the  soul  from  the  filth  of  avarice;'  and  Sadakat, 
because  they  are  a  proof  of  a  man's  sincerity  in  the  worship  of  God. 
Some  writers  have  called  the  legal  alms  tithes,  but  improperly,  since 
in  some  cases  they  fall  short,  and  in  others  exceed  that  proportion. 

The  giving  of  alms  is  frequently  commanded  in  the  Koran,  and  often 
recommended  therein  jointly  with  prayer;  the  former  being  held  of 
great  effi-uacy  in  causing  the  latter  to  be  heard  of  God  :  for  which 
reason  the  Khalif  Omar  Ebn  Abd'alaziz  used  to  say,  "  that  prayer 
carries  us  half-way  to  GOD,  fasting  brings  us  to  the  door  of  his  palace, 
and  alms  procures  us  admission."^  The  Mohammedans,  therefore, 
esteem  almsdeeds  to  be  highly  meritorious,  and  many  of  them  have 
been  illustrious  for  the  exercise  thereof.  Hasan,  the  son  of  Ali,  and 
grandson  of  Mohammed,  in  particular  is  related  to  have  thrice  in  his 
life  divided  his  substance  equally  between  himself  and  the  poor,  and 
twice  to  have  given  away  all  he  had:-*  and  the  generality  are  so 
addicted  to  the  doing  of  good,  that  they  extend  their  charity  even  to 
brutes.^ 

Alms,  according  to  the  prescriptions  of  the  Moh?  medan  law,  are  to 
be  given  of  five  things — i.  Of  cattle,  that  is  to  say,  (  '  camels,  kine,  and 
sheep.  2.  Of  money.  3.  Of  corn.  4.  Of  fruits,  viz.,  dates  and  raisins. 
And  5.  Of  wares  sold.  Of  each  of  these  a  certain  portion  is  to  be 
given  in  alms,  being  usually  one  part  in  forty,  or  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  of  the  value.  But  no  alms  are  due  for  them,  unless  they  amount 
to  a  certain  quantity  or  number  ;  nor  until  a  man  has  been  in  posses- 
sion of  them  eleven  months,  he  not  being  obliged  to  give  alms  thereout 
before  the  twelfth  month  is  begun  :  nor  are  alms  due  for  cattle  employed 
in  tilling  the  ground,  or  in  carrying  of  burdens.  In  some  cases  a 
much  larger  portion  than  the  before-mentioned  is  reckoned  due  for 
alms :  thus  of  what  is  gotten  out  of  mines,  or  the  sea,  or  by  any  art 
or  profession  over  and  above  what  is  sufficient  for  the  reasonable 
support  of  a  man's  family,  and  especially  where  there  is  a  mixture  or 
suspicion  of  unjust  gain,  a  fifth  part  ought  to  be  given  in  alms.  More- 
over, at  the  end  of  the  fast  of  Ramadan,  every  Moslem  is  obliged  to 
give  in  alms  for  himself  and  for  every  one  of  his  family,  if  he  has  any, 
a  measure'  of  wheat,  barley,  dates,  raisins,  rice,  or  other  provisions 
commonly  eaten.' 

The  legal  alms  were  at  first  collected  by  Mohammed  himself,  who 
employed  them  as  he  thought  fit,  in  the  "elief  of  his  poor  relations  and 
followers,  but  chiefly  applied  them  to  the  maintenance  of  those  who 
served  'n  his  wars,  and  fought,  as  he  termed  it,  in  the  way  of  GOD. 
His  successors  continued  to  do  the  same,  till,  in  process  of  time,  other 
hxes  and  tributes  being  imposed  for  the  support  of  the  government^ 

1  Al  Heidnwi.     See  Kor.  c.  2,  d.  29.  -  Idem.     Compare  this  with  what  our  Saviour  says 

/I.uke  xi.  41},  "  Gi\'e  alms  of  such  t'ain<T5  as  ye  have  ;  and  behold,  all  things  are  clean  unto  you.' 
*  D'Herbcl.  Bibl.  Orient,  p.  5.         ^  ibJd.  p.  422.  ^  Vide  Busbeq.  Epist.  3,  p.  178.     Smith, 

de  Morib.  Turc.  Ep.  i,  p.  66,  &c.  Compare  Eocles.  xi.  i.  and  Prov.  xii.  ic.  l  'iiiis  measure 
is  a  Sa.^,  and  contains  about  six  or  seven  pounds  weight.  -  Vide  Reland.  dc  Kel.  Mahommed 
\.  i,  p.  99,  &c.     Cljiii  Jill,  \"oy.  de  Persc^  torn.  2,  p.  415,  &c. 
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they  seem  to  have  been  v/eary  of  acting  as  ahnoners  to  their  subjects, 
and  to  have  left  the  paying  them  to  their  consciences. 

In  the  foregoing  rules  concerning  alms,  we  may  observe  also  foot- 
steps of  what  the  Jews  taught  and  practised  in  respect  thereto.  Alms, 
which  they  also  call  Sedaka,  ?>.,  justice,  or  righteousness,^  are  greatly 
recommended  by  their  R.abbins,  and  preferred  even  to  sacrifices  ;•♦  ai 
a  duty,  the  frequent  exercise  whereof  will  effectually  free  a  man  from 
hell  fire,5  and  merit  everlasting  life  •l'  v/herefore,  besides  the  corners  of 
the  field,  and  the  gleanings  of  their  harvest  and  vineyard,  co^ximanded 
to  be  left  for  the  poor  and  the  stranger  by  the  law  of  Moses,'  a  certain 
portion  oi  their  corn  and  fruits  is  directed  to  be  set  apart  for  their  relief, 
which  portion  is  called  the  tithes  of  the  poor.^  The  Jews  likewise  were 
formerly  very  conspicuous  for  their  chanty.  Zaccheus  gave  the  half  of 
his  goods  to  the  poor  ;9  and  we  are  told  that  some  gave  their  whole 
substance  :  so  that  their  doctors,  at  length,  decreed  that  no  man  should 
give  above  a  fifth  part  of  his  goods  in  alms.*°  There  were  also  persons 
publicly  appointed  in  every  synagogue  to  collect  and  distribute  the 
people's  contributions." 

The  third  point  of  religious  practice  is  fasting  ;  a  duty  of  so  great 
moment,  that  Mohammed  used  to  say  it  was  "  the  gate  of  religion,"  and 
that  "  the  odour  of  the  mouth  of  him  who  fasteth  is  more  grateful  to 
God  than  that  of  musk  ;"  and  al  Ghazali  reckons  fasting  one-fourth 
part  of  the  faith.  According  to  the  Mohammedan  divines,  there  are 
three  degrees  of  fasting  :  i.  The  restraming  the  belly  and  other  parts 
of  the  body  from  satisfying  their  lusts  ;  2.  The  restraining  the  ears, 
eyes,  tongue,  hands,  feet,  and  other  members  from  sin  ;  and  3.  The 
fasting  of  the  heart  from  worldly  cares,  and  refraining  the  thoughts 
from  everything  besides  GOD.' 

The  Mohammedans  are  obliged,  by  the  express  command  of  the 
Koran,  to  fast  the  whole  month  of  Ramadan,  from  the  time  the  new 
moon  first  appears,  till  the  appearance  of  the  next  new  moon  ;  during 
which  time  they  must  abstain  from  eating,  drinking,  and  women,  from 
daybreak  till  night,'  or  sunset.  And  this  injunction  they  observe  so 
stricdy,  that  while  they  fast  they  suffer  nothing  to  enter  their  months, 
or  other  parts  of  their  body,  esteeming  the  fast  broken  and  null  if  they 
smell  perfumes,  take  a  clyster  or  injection,  bathe,  or  even  purposely 
swallow  their  spittle  ;  some  being  so  cautious  that  they  will  not  open 
their  mouths  to  speak,  lest  they  should  breathe  the  air  too  freely  •?  the- 
fast  is  also  deem.ed  void  if  a  man  kiss  or  touch  a  woman,  or  if  he  vomii 
designedly.  But  after  sunset  they  are  allowed  to  refresh  tliemselves,  and 
to  eat  and  drink,  and  enjoy  the  company  of  their  wives  tixx  daybreak  \^ 

•^  Hence  a!ms  -^"f.  In  the  Nev/  Testament  termed  b\.i.K(XiO(J\)vr].  Matth.  vi.  i  (Ed.  Stepli.), 
and  2  Cor.  ix.  iv_  ■*  Cemar.  in  Bava  Bathra.  ^  Ihid.  in  Gittin.  6  Ibid,  in  Rosh  hasliana, 
''  Levii.  xix.  o,  lo ;  Deut.  xxiv.  19,  &c.  8  Vide  Gemar.  Hierosol.  in  Peah,  and  Maimon.  in. 

Ha'.achoth  matanoth  Aniyyim.  c.  6.     Confer  Pirke  Avoth,  v.  9.  9  Luke  xix.  8.  ^'■^  Vide 

Reiand.  Ant.  Sacr.  Vet.  Hebr.  p.  402.         n  Vide  Ibid.  p.  13S.  1  AlGhazali,  Al  Mostatraf 

-  Kor.  c.  2,  p.  10,  20.  ^  Hence  we  read  that  the  Virgin  Mary,  to  avoid  answering  the  refieo 
tions  cast  on  her  for  bringing  home  a  child,  was  advised  by  the  angel  Gabriel  to  feign  she  hac 
vuwed  a  fast,  and  th.erefore  she  ought  not  to  speak.     See  Kor.  c.  19. 

^  The  words  of  the  Koran  (cap.  2,  p.  20)  are  :  "  Until  ye  can  distinguish  a  wliite  thread  from  a 
black  thread  by  the  daybreak" — a  form  of  speaking  borrowed  by  Mohammed  from  the  Jews, 
who  determine  the  time  when  they  are  to  begin  their  morning  lesson,  to  be  so  soon  as  a  man  can 
discern  blue  from  white,  i.e.,  the  blue  threads  from  the  v.'hite  threads  in  the  fringes  of  their 
garments.     But  this  explication  the  commentators  do  not  approve,  pretending  that  by  the  white 
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though  the  more  rigid  begin  the  fast  again  at  midnight.*  This  fast  is 
extremely  rigorous  and  mortifying  when  the  month  of  Ramadan  happens 
to  fall  in  summer,  for  the  Arabian  year  being  lunar,^  each  month  runs 
through  all  the  different  seasons  in  the  course  of  thirty-three  years, 
the  length  and  heat  of  the  days  making  the  observance  of  it  much  more 
difficult  and  uneasy  then  than  in  winter. 

The  reason  given  why  the  month  of  Ramadan  was  pitched  on  for  this 
purpose  is,  that  on  that  month  the  Koran  was  sent  down  from  heaven.' 
Some  pretend  that  Abraham,  Moses,  and  Jesus  received  their  respective 
revelations  in  the  same  month.' 

From  the  fast  of  Ramadan  none  are  excused,  except  only  travellers 
and  sick  persons  (under  which  last  denomination  the  doctors  compre- 
hend all  whose  health  would  manifestly  be  injured  by  their  keeping 
the  fast  ;  as  women  with  child  and  giving  suck,  ancient  people,  and 
young  children) ;  but  then  they  are  obliged,  as  soon  as  the  impediment 
is  removed,  to  fast  an  equal  number  of  other  days  :  and  the  breaking 
the  fast  is  ordered  to  be  expiated  by  giving  alms  to  the  poor.' 

Mohammed  seems  to  have  followed  the  guidance  of  the  Jews  in  his 
ordinances  concerning  fasting,  no  less  than  in  the  former  particulars. 
That  nation,  vv'hen  they  fast,  abstain  not  only  from  eating  and  drinking, 
but  from  women,  and  from  anointing  themselves,-*  from  daybreak  until 
sunset,  and  the  stars  begin  to  appear  ;=  spending  the  night  in  taking 
what  refreshments  they  please.*  And  they  allow  women  with  child  and 
giving  suck,  old  persons,  and  young  children  to  be  exempted  from 
keeping  most  of  the  public  fasts.' 

Though  my  design  here  be  briefly  to  treat  of  those  points  only  which 
are  of  indispensable  obligation  on  a  Moslem,  and  expressly  required  by 
the  Koran,  without  entering  into  their  practice  as  to  voluntary  and 
supererogatory  works  ;  yet  to  show  how  closely  Mohammed's  institutions 
follow  the  Jewish,  I  shall  add  a  word  or  tuo  of  the  voluntary  fasts  of 
the  Mohammedans.  These  are  such  as  have  been  recommended  either 
by  the  example  or  approbation  of  their  prophet  ;  and  especially  certain 
days  of  those  months  which  they  esteem  sacred  :  there  being  a  tradition 
that  he  used  to  say.  That  a  fast  of  one  day  in  a  sacred  month  was  better 
than  a  fast  of  thirty  days  in  another  month  ;  and  that  the  fast  of  one 
day  in  Ramadan  was  more  meritorious  than  a  fast  of  thirty  days  in  a 
sacred  month.^  Among  the  more  commendable  days  is  that  of  Ashura, 
the  tenth  of  Moharram  ;  which,  though  some  v/riters  tell  us  it  was  ob- 
served by  the  Arabs,  and  particularly  the  tribe  of  Koreish,  before  Mo- 
hammed's time,'  yet,  as  others  aisure  us,  that  prophet  borrowed  both 
the  name  and  the  fast  from  the  Jews  ;  it  being  with  them  the  tenth  of 

thread  and  the  black  thread  are  to  be  understood  the  light  and  dark  streaks  of  the  daybreal<  ; 
and  they  say  the  passage  was  at  first  revealed  without  the  words  "of  the  daybreak  ;"  but 
Mohammed's  followers,  taking  the  expression  in  the  first  sense,  regulated  their  practice  accord- 
ingly, and  continued  eating  and  drinking  till  they  could  distinguish  a  while  thread  from  a  black 
thread,  as  they  lay  before  them — to  prevent  which  for  the  future,  the  words  "  of  the  daybreak  " 
were  added  as  explanatory  of  the  former.  Al  Beidfiwi.  Vide  Tucock.  not.  in  Carmen  Tograi, 
p.  89,  &c.    Chardin,  Voy.  de  Perse,  torn.  2,  p.  423. 

5  Vide  Chardin,  ib.  p.  421,  &c.  Reland.de  Relig.  Moh.  p.  109,  6!: c.  8  See  hereafter,  Sect.  VI. 
1  Kor.  c.  2,  p.  19.     See  also  c.  97.  -  Al  Beidawi,  ex  Trad.  Mohammedis.  ^  See  Kor. 

c.  2,  p.  20.  4  Siphra,  f.  252,  2.  ^  Tosepholh  ad  Geniar.  Voma,  f  34.  CVide  Gemar. 

'/oma,  f.  40,  and  Maimon.  in  Halachoth  Taniolh,  c.  5,  §  5.  "•  \'ide  Gemar  .Tanith,  f.  12, 

and  Yoma,  f.  83,  and  Es  Hayim,  Tiinith,  c.  i.         ^  Al  GhazilH.  "  Al  Barezi    inCoiamenL 

»ii  Orat.  Lbn  Nobat^s, 
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the  seventh  month,  orTisri,  and  the  great  day  of  expiation  commanded 
to  be  kept  by  the  law  of  Moses.'  Al  Kazwini  relates  that  when  Mo- 
hammed cam.e  to  Medina,  and  found  the  Jews  there  fasted  on  the  day 
of  Ashura,  he  asked  them  the  reason  of  it ;  and  they  told  him  it  was 
because  on  that  day  Pharaoh  and  his  people  were  drowiied,  Moses  and 
those  who  were  with  him  escaping  :  whereupon  he  said  that  he  bore  a 
nearer  relation  to  Moses  than  they,  and  ordered  his  followers  to  fast  on 
that  day.  However,  it  seems  afterwards  he  was  not  so  well  pleased  in 
having  imitated  the  Jews  herein;  and  therefore  declared  that,  if  he  lived 
another  year,  he  would  alter  the  day,  and  fast  on  the  ninth,  abhorring 
so  near  an  agreement  with  them.' 

The  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  is  so  necessary  a  point  of  practice  that,  ac- 
cording to  a  tradition  of  Mohammed,  he  who  dies  without  performing 
it,  may  as  well  die  a  Jew  or  a  Christian  ;^  and  the  same  is  expressly 
commanded  in  the  Koran.'*  Before  I  speak  of  the  time  and  manner  of 
performing  this  pilgrimage,  it  may  be  proper  to  give  a  short  account  of 
the  temple  of  Mecca,  the  chief  scene  of  the  Mohammedan  worship  ;  in 
doing  which  I  need  be  the  less  prolix,  because  that  edifice  has  been 
already  described  by  several  writers,^  though  they,  following  different 
relations,  have  been  led  into  some  mistakes,  and  agree  not  with  one 
another  in  several  particulars  :  nor,  indeed,  do  the  Arab  authors  agree 
in  all  things,  one  great  reason  whereof  is  their  speaking  of  different 
times. 

The  temple  of  Mecca  stands  in  the  midst  of  the  city,  and  is  honoured 
with  the  title  of  Masjad  al  alharam,  i.e.^  the  sacred  or  inviolable  temple. 
What  is  principally  reverenced  in  this  place,  and  gives  sanctity  to  the 
whole,  is  a  square  stone  building,  called  the  Caaba,  as  some  fancy,  from 
its  height,  which  surpasses  that  of  the  other  buildings  in  Mecca,''  but 
more  probably  from  its  quadrangular  form,  and  Beit  Allah,  z>.,  the 
house  of  God,  being  peculiarly  hallowed  and  set  apart  for  his  worship. 
The  length  of  this  edifice,  from  north  to  south,  is  twenty- four  cubits,  its 
breadth  from  east  to  west  twenty-three  cubits,  and  its  height  twenty- 
seven  cubits  :  the  door,  which  is  on  the  east  side,  stands  about  four 
cubits  from  the  ground  ;  the  floor  being  level  with  the  bottom  of  the 
door.'  In  the  corner  next  this  door  is  the  black  stone,  of  which  I  shall 
take  notice  by-and-bye.  On  the  north  side  of  the  Caaba,  within  a 
semicircular  enclosure  fifty  cubits  long,  lies  the  white  stone,  said  to  be 
the  sepulchre  of  Ismael,  which  receives  the  rain-water  that  falls  off  the 
Caaba  by  a  spout,  formerly  of  wood,'  but  now  of  gold.  The  Caaba  has 
a  double  roof,  supported  within  by  three  octangular  pillars  of  aloes 
wood  ;  between  which,  on  a  bar  of  iron,  hang  some  silver  lamps.  The 
outside  is  covered  with  rich  black  damask,  adorned  with  an  embroidered 
band  of  gold,  which  is  changed  every  year,  and  was  formerly  sent  by 
the  Khalifs,  afterwards  by  the  Soltans  of  Egypt,  and  is  now  provided 
by  the  Turkish  emperors.  At  a  small  distance  from  the  Caaba,  on  the 
east  side,  is  the  Station  or  Place  of  Abraham,  where  is  another  stone 

1  Levit.  xri.  29,  and  xxiii.  27.  2  Ebn  al  Athir.     Vide  Poc.  Spec.  p.  300.         3  Al  Ghazilli. 

4  Cap.  3,  p.  42.     See  also  c.  22,  p.  252    and  c.  2,  p.  14,  &c.  ^  Chardin,  Voy.  de  Perse, 

t.  2,  p.  428,  &c.  ;  Bremond,  Descrittioni  dell'  Egitto,  &c.,  1.  i,  c.  29;  Pitts'  Account  of  the 
Rel.  &c.  of  the  Mohammedans,  p.  98,  &c.  ;  and  Boulainvilliers,  Vie  de  Mahomed,  p.  54,  &c., 
which  last  author  is  the  most  particular.  6  Ahmed  Ebn  Yusef.  7  Sharif  al  Edrisi,  and 

Kitab  Masalec,  apud  Poc.  Spec.  p.  125,  &c,  1  Sharif  al  Edrisi,  ibid. 
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much  respected  by  the  Mohammedans,  of  which  something  will  be  said 

hereafter. 

The  Caaba,  at  some  distance,  is  surrounded,  but  not  entirely,  by  a 
circular  enclosnre  of  pillars,  joined  towards  the  bottom  by  a  low  balus- 
trade, and  towards  the  top  by  bars  of  silver.  Just  without  this  inner 
enclosure,  on  the  south,  north,  and  west  sides  of  the  Caaba,  are  three 
buildings,  which  are  the  oratories,  or  places  where  three  of  the  orthodox 
sects  assemble  to  perform  their  devotions  (the  fourth  sect,  viz.,  that  of 
al  Shafei,  making  use  of  the  station  of  Abraham  for  that  purpose),  and 
towards  the  south-east  stands  the  edifice  which  covers  the  well  Zemzem, 
the  treasury,  and  tlie  cupola  of  al  Abbas.' 

All  these  buildings  are  enclosed,  a  considerable  distance,  by  a 
magnificent  piarza,  or  square  colonnade,  like  that  of  the  Royal  Ex- 
change in  London,  but  much  larger,  covered  with  small  domes  or 
cupolas,  from  the  four  corners  whereof  rise  as  many  minarets  or  steeples, 
with  double  galleries,  and  adorned  with  gilded  spires  and  crescents,  as 
are  the  cupolas  which  cover  the  piazza  and  the  other  buildings.  Be- 
tween the  pillars  of  both  enclosures  hang  a  great  number  of  lamps, 
which  are  constantly  lighted  at  night.  The  first  foundations  of  this 
outward  enclosure  were  laid  by  Omar,  the  second  Khalif,  who  built  no 
more  than  a  low  wall,  to  prevent  the  court  of  the  Caaba,  which  before 
lay  open,  from  being  encroached  on  by  private  buildings;  but  the 
structure  has  been  since  raised,  by  the  liberality  of  many  succeeding 
princes  and  great  men,  to  its  present  lustre.^ 

This  is  properly  all  that  is  called  the  temple,  but  the  whole  territory 
of  Mecca  being  also  Haram,  or  sacred,  there  is  a  third  enclosure,  dis- 
tinguished at  certain  distances  by  small  turrets,  some  five,  some  seven, 
and  others  ten  miles  distant  from  the  city.'  Within  this  compass  of 
ground  it  is  not  lawful  to  attack  an  enemy,  or  even  to  hunt  or  fowl,  or 
cut  a  branch  from  a  tree :  which  is  the  true  reason  why  the  pigeons  at 
Mecca  are  reckoned  sacred,  and  not  that  they  are  supposed  to  be  of 
the  race  of  that  imaginary  pigeon  which  some  authors,  who  should  have 
known  better,  would  persuade  us  Mohammed  made  pass  for  the  Holy 
Ghost.' 

The  temple  of  Mecca  was  a  place  of  worship,  and  in  singular  vene- 
ration with  the  Arabs  from  great  antiquity,  and  many  centuries  before 
Mohammed.  Though  it  was  most  probably  dedicated  at  first  to  an 
idolatrous  use,^  yet  the  Mohammedans  are  generally  persuaded  that  the 
Caaba  is  almost  coeval  with  the  world  :  for  they  say  that  Adam,  after 
his  expulsion  from  paradise,  begged  of  GOD  that  he  might  erect  a 
building  like  that  he  had  seen  there,  called  Beit  al  Mdmur,  or  ihe/rt'- 
queiited  hotise,  and  al  Dorah,  towards  which  he  might  direct  his  prayers, 
and  which  he  might  compass,  as  the  angels  do  the  celestial  one. 
Whereupon  GoD  let  down  a  representation  of  that  house  in  curtains 
of  light,*  and  set  it  in  Mecca,  perpendicularly  under  its  original,'  order- 

2  Idem,  ibid  3  Poc.  Spec.  p.  ii6.  1  Gol.  not.  in  Alfrag.  p.  99.  2  Gab.  Sionita,  et 

Job.  Hesronita,  de  nonnullis  Orient,  urbib.  ad  calc.  Geogr.  Nub.  p.  21.  Al  Mogholtai,  in  his 
Life  of  Mohammed,  says  the  pigeons  of  the  temple  of  .Mecca  are  of  the  breed  of  those  which  laid 
their  ejjgsat  the  mouth  of  the  cave  where  the  prophet  and  Abu  IJecr  hid  themselves,  when  thej 
tied  from  that  citj*.     See  before,  p.  39.  ^  See  before,  p.  13.  •*  Some  sav  tliat  the  Leit  ai 

Mamur  itself  was  the  Caaba  of  Adam,  which,  having  been  let  down  to  him  from  heaven,  was, 
at  tfie  Flood,  taken  up  again  into  heaven,  and  is  there  kept.     i\\  Zamakli.  in  Kor.  c.  a.       *  AJ 
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ing  the  patr'.nrch  to  turn  towards  it  when  he  prayed,  and  to  compass  it 
by  way  of  devotion.*  After  Adam's  death,  his  son  Seth  built  a  1  01  sc 
in  the  same  form  of  stones  and  clay,  which  being  destroyed  bv  the 
Deluge,  was  rebuilt  by  Abraham  and  Ismael,'  at  God's  command,  in 
the  place  where  the  former  had  stood,  and  after  the  same  model,  they 
being  directed  therein  by  revelation.^ 

After  this  edifice  had  undergone  several  reparations,  it  was,  a  few 
years  after  the  birth  of  Mohammed,  rebuilt  by  the  Koreish  on  the  old 
foundation,*  and  afterwards  repaired  by  Abd'allah  Ebn  Zobeir.  the 
Khalif  of  Mecca,  and  at  length  again  rebuilt  by  al  Hejaj  Ebn  Yusof, 
in  the  seventy-fourth  year  of  the  Hejra,  with  some  alterations,  in 
the  form  wherein  it  now  remains.'  Some  years  after,  however,  the 
ivhalif  Harun  al  Rashid  (or,  as  others  write,  his  father  al  Mohdi,or  his 
grandfather  al  Mansur)  intended  again  to  change  what  had  been  altered 
by  al  Hejaj,  and  to  reduce  the  Caaba  to  the  old  form  in  which  it  was 
left  by  Abd  allah,  but  was  dissuaded  from  meddling  with  it,  lest  so  holy 
a  place  should  become  the  sport  of  princes,  and  being  new  modelled 
after  every  one's  fancy,  should  lose  that  reverence  which  v;as  justly 
paid  it. 3  But  notwithstanding  the  antiquity  and  holiness  of  this  build- 
ing, they  have  a  prophecy,  by  tradition  from  Mohammed,  that  in  the 
last  times  the  Etliiopians  shall  come  and  utterly  demolish  it,  after  which 
it  will  not  be  rebuilt  again  for  ever.* 

Before  we  leave  the  temple  of  Mecca,  two  or  three  particulars  deserve 
further  notice.  One  is  the  celebrated  black  stone,  which  is  set  in  silver, 
and  fixed  in  the  south-east  corner  of  the  Caaba,  being  that  which  looks 
towards  Basra,  about  two  cubits  and  one  -third,  or,  which  is  the  same 
thing,  seven  spans  from  the  ground.  This  stone  is  exceedingly  re- 
spected by  the  Mohammedans,  and  is  kissed  by  the  pilgrims  with  great 
devotion,  being  called  by  some  the  right  hiind  of  GOD  on  earth.  They 
fable  that  it  is  one  of  the  precious  stones  of  paradise,  and  fell  down  to 
the  earth  with  Adam,  and  being  taken  up  again,  or  otherwise  preserved 
at  the  Deluge,  the  angel  Gabriel  afterwards  brought  it  back  to  Abraham 
when  he  was  buildmg  the  Caaba.  It  was  at  first  whiter  than  milk,  but 
grew  black  long  since  by  the  touch  of  a  menstruous  woman,  or,  as  others 
tell  us,  by  the  sins  of  mankind,'  or  rather  by  the  touches  and  kisses  of 
so  many  people,  the  superficies  only  being  black,  and  the  inside  still 
remaining  white. "^  When  the  Karmatians,'  among  other  profanations 
by  them  offered  to  the  temple  of  Mecca,  took  away  this  stone,  they 
could  not  be  prevailed  on,  for  love  or  money,  to  restore  it,  though  those 
of  Mecca  offered  no  less  than  five  thousand  pieces  of  gold  for  it.^    How- 

hui,  ex  trad.  Ebn  Albas.  It  has  been  observed  that  the  primitive  Cinistian  church 
held  a  parallel  opinion  as  to  the  situation  of  the  celestial  Jerusalem  with  respect  lo  tlie  terres- 
trial :  for  in  the  apocryphal  book  of  the  revelations  of  St.  Peter  (cap.  27),  after  Jesus  has  men- 
tioned unto  Peter  the  creation  of  the  seven  heavens — whence,  by  the  way,  it  appears  that  this 
number  of  heavens  was  not  devised  by  Mohammed — and  of  the  angels,  begins  the  description 
of  the  heavenly  Jerusalem  in  these  words  ;  "  We  have  created  the  upper  Jerusalem  above  the 
«  Iters,  which  are  above  the  third  1  eaven,  hanging  directly  over  the  lower  Jerusalem,"  &c. 
Vide  Gagnier,  not.  ad  Abulfed.  Vit.  Moh.  p.  28. 

8  Al  Shahrestani.  "'  Vide  Kor.  c.  2,  p.  15.  8  Al  Jannabi,  in  Vita  Abraham.  1  Vide 

Abulfed.  Vit.  I\Ioh.  p.  13.  2  Idem,  in  Hist.  Gen.  al  Jannabi,  &c.  3  Al  Jannabi. 

4  Idem,  Ahmed  Ebn  Yusef.  Vide  Poc.  Spec.  p.  115,  &c.  '^  Al  Zamakh.  &c.  in  Kor.  Ahmed 
Ebn  Yusef.  6  Poc.  Spec.  p.  117,  S:c.  ^  These  Carmatians  were  a  sect  which  arose  in  the 
year  of  the  Hejra  278,  and  v/hose  opinions  overturned  the  fundamental  points  of  Moham. 
laedisni.     See  D'Herbtl.  Bibl.  Orisnt  Art.  Carmath,  and  hereafter  §  viii.       8  D'Hcrbel.  p.  4a 
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ever,  after  they  had  kept  it  twenty-two  years,  seeing  they  could  not 
thereby  draw  the  pilgrims  from  Mecca,  they  sent  it  back  of  their  own 
accord  ;  at  the  same  time  bantering  its  devotees  by  telling  them  it  was 
not  the  true  stone  :  but,  as  it  is  said,  it  was  proved  to  be  no  counterfeit 
by  its  peculiar  quality  of  swimming  on  water.* 

Another  thing  observable  in  this  temple  is  the  stone  in  Abraham's 
place,  wherein  they  pretend  to  show  his  footsteps,  telling  us  he  stood 
on  it  when  he  built  the  Caaba,^  and  that  it  served  him  for  a  scaffold, 
rising  and  falling  of  itself  as  he  had  occasion,Hhough  another  tradition 
says  he  stood  upon  it  while  the  wife  of  his  son  Ismael,  whom  he  paid  a 
visit  to,  washed  his  head.*  It  is  now  enclosed  in  an  iron  chest,  out  of 
which  the  pilgrims  drink  the  water  of  Zemzem,^  and  are  ordered  to  pray 
at  it  by  the  Koran.^  The  officers  of  the  temple  took  care  to  hide  this 
stone  when  the  Karmatians  took  the  other.' 

The  last  thing  I  shall  take  notice  of  in  the  temple  is  the  well  Zem- 
zem,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Caaba,  and  which  is  covered  with  a  small 
building  and  cupola.  The  Mohammedans  are  persuaded  it  is  the  very 
spring  which  gushed  out  for  the  relief  of  Ismael,  when  Hagar  his  mother 
wandered  with  him  in  the  desert;^  and  some  pretend  it  was  so  named 
from  her  calling  to  him,  when  she  spied  it,  in  the  Egyptian  tongue, 
Zevi^  zejn,  that  is,  "  Stay,  stay ,'"9  though  it  seems  rather  to  have  had  the 
name  from  the  murmuring  of  its  waters.  The  water  of  this  well  is 
reckoned  holy,  and  is  highly  reverenced,  being  not  only  drunk  with 
particular  devotion  by  the  pilgrims,  but  also  sent  in  bottles,  as  a  great 
rarity,  to  most  parts  of  the  Mohammedan  dominions.  Abd'allah,  sur- 
named  al  Hafedh,  from  his  great  memory,  particularly  as  to  the  tradi- 
tions of  Mohammed,  gave  out  that  he  acquired  that  faculty  by  drinking] 
large  draughts  of  Zemzem  water/"  to  which  I  really  believe  it  as  effica- 
cious as  that  of  Hehcon  to  the  inspiring  of  a  poet. 

To  this  temple  every  Mohammedan,  who  has  health  and  means| 
sufficient,"  ought  once,  at  least,  in  his  life  to  go  on  pilgrimage  ;  nor  an 
women  excused  from  the  performance  of  this  duty.    The  pilgrims  meet  at 
diflerent  places  near  Mecca,  according  to  the  different  parts  from  whenc< 
they  come,"  during  the  months  of  Shawal  and  Dhu'lkaada,  being  o'  liged^ 
to  be  there  by  the  beginning  of  Dhu'lhajja,  which  month,  as  its  name 
imports,  is  peculiarly  set  apart  for  the  celebration  of  this  solemnity. 

At  the  places  above  mentioned  the  pilgrims  properly  commence 
such  ;  when  the  men  put  on  the  Ihram,  or  sacred  habit,  which  consists 
only  of  two  woollen  wrappers,  one  wrapped  about  the  middle  to  cover 
their  privities,  and  the  other  thrown  over  their  shoulders,  having  tneir 
heads  bare,  and  a  kind  of  slippers  which  cover  neither  the  heel  nor  the 
instep,  and  so  enter  the  sacred  territory  in  their  way  to  Mecca.  While 
they  have  this  habit  on  they  must  neither  hunt  nor  fowl'  (though  they 
are  allowed  to  fish'),  which  precept  is  so  punctually  observed,  that  they 
will  not  kill  even  a  louse  or  a  flea,  if  they  find  them  on  their  bodies  : 
there  are  some  noxious  animals,  however,  which  they  have  permission 
to  kill  during  the  pilgrimage,  as  kites,  ravens,  scorpions,  mice,  and  dogs 

1  Ahmed  Ebn  Yusef,  Abulfeda.  Vide  Poc.  Spec.  p.  119.  2  Abulfed.  3  Vide  Hyde,  d« 
Rcl.  Vet.  Pers.  p.  35.  *  Ahmed  Ebn  Yusef,  Safio'ddin.  5  Ahmed  Ebn  Vusef.  6  Cap.  2, 
p.  i|.  •'  Vide  Poc.  Spec.  p.  120,  &c.  **  Gen.  xxi.  19.  9  G.  Sionit.  et  J.  Hesr.  d«| 

nonnull.  urb.  Orient,  p.  19.  1*^  D'Herbel.  p.  5.  n  See  Kor.  c.  3,  p.  ^3.  and  the  noletj 

llicreoa         13  Vide  Bobov.  de  Peregr.  Mecc.  p.  12,  &c         ^  Kor.  c.  5,  p.  85.         ^  ibid. 
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given  to  bite.'  During  the  pilgrimage  it  behoves  a  man  to  have  a  con- 
stant guard  over  his  words  and  actions,  and  to  avoid  all  quarrelling  or 
ill  language,  and  all  converse  with  women  and  obscene  discourse^  and 
to  apply  his  whole  intention  to  the  good  work  he  is  engaged  in. 

The  pilg/ims,  being  arrived  at  Mecca,  immediately  visit  the  temple, 
and  then  enter  on  the  performance  of  the  prescribed  ceremonies, 
which  consist  chiefly  in  going  in  procession  round  the  Caaba,  in 
limning  between  the  Mounts  Safa  and  Merwa,  in  making  the  station 
on  Mount  Arafat,  and  slaying  the  victims,  and  shaving  their  heads  in 
the  valley  of  Mina.  These  ceremonies  have  been  so  particularly 
described  by  others,-*  that  I  may  be  excused  if  I  but  just  mention  the 
most  material  circumstances  thereof. 

In  compassing  the  Caaba,  which  they  do  seven  times,  beginning  at 
the  corner  where  the  black  stone  is  fixed,  they  use  a  short,  quick  pace 
the  three  first  times  they  go  round  it,  and  a  grave,  ordinary  pace,  the 
four  last  ;  which,  it  is  said,  was  ordered  by  Mohammed,  that  his  fol- 
lowers might  show  themselves  strong  and  active,  to  cut  off  the  hopes 
of  the  infidels,  who  gave  out  that  the  immoderate  heats  of  Medina  had 
rendered  them  weak.s  But  the  aforesaid  quick  pace  they  are  not 
obliged  to  use  every  time  they  perform  this  piece  of  devotion,  but  only 
at  some  particular  times.^  So  often  as  they  pass  by  the  black  stone, 
they  either  kiss  it,  or  touch  it  with  their  hand,  and  kiss  that. 

The  running  between  Safa  and  Merwa'  is  also  performed  seven 
times,  partly  with  a  slow  pace,  and  partly  running  :'  for  they  walk 
gravely  till  they  come  to  a  place  between  two  pillars  ;  and  there  they 
run,  and  afterwards  walk  again  ;  sometimes  looking  back,  and  some- 
times stopping,  like  one  who  has  lost  something,  to  represent  Hagar 
seeking  water  for  her  son  •?  for  the  ceremony  is  said  to  be  as  ancient 
as  her  time.* 

On  the  ninth  of  Dhu'lhajja,  after  morning  prayer,  the  pilgrims  leave 
the  valley  of  Mina,  whither  they  come  the  day  before,  and  proceed  in 
a  tumultous  and  rushing  manner  to  Mount  Arafat,^  where  they  stay  to 
perform  their  devotions  till  sunset :  then  they  go  to  Mozdalifa,  an 
oratory  between  Arafat  and  Mina,  and  there  spend  the  night  in  prayer 
and  reading  the  Koran.  The  next  morning,  by  daybreak,  they  visit 
al  Masher  al  haram,  or  the  sacred  monument,^  and  departing  thence 
before  sunrise,  haste  by  Batn  Mohasser  to  the  valley  of  Mina,  where 
they  throw  seven  stones'  at  three  marks,  or  pillars,  in  imitation  of 
Abraham,  who,  meeting  the  devil  in  that  place,  and  being  by  him  dis- 
turbed in  his  devotions,  or  tempted  to  disobedience,  when  he  was 
going  to  sacrifice  his  son,  was  commanded  by  God  to  drive  him  away 
by  throwing  stones  at  him  f  though  others  pretend  this  rite  to  be  as 
old  as  Adam,  who  also  put  the  devil  to  flight  in  the  same  place  and  by 
tl:ie  same  means.' 

3  Al  Beid.  _  4  Bobov.  de  Peregr.  Mecc.  p.  ii,  &c.  Chardin,  Voy.  de  Perse,  t.  2,  p.  440, 
&c.  See  also  Pitts'  Account  of  the  Rel.  &c.  of  the  Mohammedans,  p.  92,  &c.  ;  Gagnier,  Vie  de 
Moh.  t.  2,  p.  258,  &;c.  ;  Abulfed.  Vit.  Moh.  p.  130,  &c.  ;  and  Reland.  de  Rel.  Moh.  p.  113,  &a 
5  Ebn  al  Athir.  6  Vide  Poc.  Spec.  p.  314.  1  See  before,  p.  16.  2  Al  Ghazali.  3  Reland. 
de  Rel.  Moh..  p.  121.  ^  Ebn  al  Athir.  5  See  Kor.  c.  t,  p.  21.  6  See  Ibid.  M.  Gagnier 
has  been  twice  guilty  of  a  mistake  in  confounding  this  mok^ument  with  the  sacred  enclosure  of 
the  Caaba.  Vide  Gagn.  not.  ad  Abulfed.  Vit.  Moh.  p.  131,  and  Vie  de  Moh.  t  2,  p.  262. 
''Dr.  Pocock,  from  al  Ghazali,  says  seventy,  at  different  times  and  p!arf>-s.  Sp«c.  p.  i\y 
*  Al  Ghazali,  Ahmed  Ebn  Yusef.        9  Ebn  al  Athir. 
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This  ceremony  being  over,  on  the  same  day,  the  tenth  of  Dhu'lhajja, 
the  pilgrims  slay  their  victims  in  the  said  valley  of  Mina  ;  of  which 
they  and  their  friends  eat  part,  and  the  rest  is  given  to  the  poor 
These  victims  must  be  either  sheep,  goats,  kine,  or  camels  ;  males,  it 
of  either  of  the  two  former  kinds,  and  females  if  of  either  of  the  latter, 
and  of  a  fit  age.'°  The  sacrifices  being  over,  they  shave  their  heads 
and  cut  their  nails,  burying  them  in  the  same  place  ;  after  which  the 
pilgrimage  is  looked  on  as  completed  :"  though  they  again  visit  the 
Caaba,  to  take  their  leave  of  that  sacred  building. 

The  above-mentioned  ceremonies,  by  the  confession  of  the  Moham- 
medans themselves,  were  almost  all  of  them  observed  by  the  pagan 
Arabs  m.any  ages  before  their  prophet's  appearance  ;  and  particularly 
the  compassing  of  the  Caaba,  the  running  between  Safa  and  Merwa, 
and  the  throwing  of  the  stones  in  Mina  ;  and  were  confirmed  by 
Mohammed,  with  some  alterations  in  such  points  as  seemed  most 
exceptionable  :  thus,  for  example,  he  ordered  that  when  they  com- 
passed the  Caaba  they  should  be  clothed  ;•  whereas,  before  his  time, 
they  performed  that  piece  of  devotion  naked,  throwing  off  their  clothes 
as  a  mark  that  they  had  cast  off  their  sins,'  or  as  signs  of  their  dis- 
obedience towards  GOD.' 

It  is  also  acknowledged  that  the  greater  part  of  these  rites  are  of  no 
intrinsic  worth,  neither  affecting  the  soul,  nor  agreeing  with  natural 
reason,  but  altogether  arbitrary,  and  commanded  merely  to  try  the 
obedience  of  mankind,  without  any  further  view  ;  and  are  therefore 
to  be  complied  with  ;  not  that  they  are  good  in  themselves,  but 
because  God  has  so  appointed.*  Some,  however,  have  endeavoured 
to  find  out  some  reasons  for  the  arbitrary  injunctions  of  this  kind  ; 
and  one  writer,^  supposing  men  ought  to  imitate  the  heavenly  bodies, 
not  only  in  their  purity,  but  in  their  circular  motion,  seems  to  argue 
the  procession  round  the  Caaba  to  be  therefore  a  rational  practice. 
RelancP  has  observed  that  the  Romans  had  something  like  this  in 
their  worship,  being  ordered  by  Numa  to  use  a  circular  motion  in 
the  adoration  of  the  Gods,  either  to  represent  the  orbicular  motion 
of  the  world,  or  the  perfecting  the  whole  office  of  prayer  to  that 
God  who  is  maker  of  the  universe,  or  else  in  allusion  to  the  Egyp- 
tian v/heels,  which  were  hieroglyphics  of  the  instabihty  of  human 
fortune.^ 

The  pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  and  the  ceremonies  prescribed  to  those 
who  perform  it,  are,  perhaps,  liable  to  greater  exception  than  other  of 
Mohammed's  institutions ;  not  only  as  silly  and  ridiculous  in  them- 
selves, but  as  relics  of  idolatrous  superstition.^  Yet  whoever  seriously 
considers  how  difficult  it  is  to  make  people  submit  to  the  abolishing  of 
ancient  customs,  how  unreasonable  soever,  which  they  are  fond  of, 
especially  where  the  interest  of  a  considerable  party  is  also  concerned, 

10  Vide  Rcland.  ubi  sup.  p.  117.  H  See  Kor.  c.  2,  p.  21  1  Kor.  a  7,  o.  106,  to> 

2  AI  Fa'ik,  de  Tempore  Ignor.  Arabum,  apud  Millium  de  Mohammedismo  ante  .Moh.  p.  32J. 
Compare  Isa.  Ixiv.  6.  '^  Jallal.  al  Beid.  This  notion  comes  very  near,  if  it  be  not  the  same 
with  that  of  the  Adamites.  *  Al  Ghaz.^li.     Vide  Abull'ar.  Hist.  Dyn    p.  171.  5  Abu 

J.-'ialar  Ebn  Tofail,  in  Vita  Hai  Ebn  Yokdhan,  p.  151.  See  Mr  Ockley's  English  translation 
thereof,  p.  117.  6  De  Rel.  Mah.  p.  123.  7  Plutarch,  in  Numa.  '^  Maimonides  (in  Epist. 
ad  Prosel.  Rcl.)  pretends  that  the  worship  of  Mercury  was  performed  by  throwing  of  StOlKS, 
ind  that  of  Chemosh  by  making  bare  the  head,  and  putting  on  unsewn  garments 
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and  that  a  man  may  with  less  danger  change  mnny  things  than  one 
great  one,'  must  excuse  Mohamnted's  yielding  some  po'tnts  of  less  mo- 
ment, to  gain  the  principal.  The  temple  of  Mecca  was  held  in  exces- 
sive veneration  by  all  the  Arabs  in  general  (if  we  except  only  the  tribes 
of  Tay,  and  Khathaam,  and  some  of  the  posterity  of  al  Hareth  Ebn 
Caab,'  who  used  not  to  go  in  pilgrimage  thereto),  and  especially  by 
those  of  Mecca,  who  had  a  particular  interest  to  support  that  venera- 
tion ;  and  as  the  most  silly  and  insignificant  things  are  generally  the 
objects  of  the  greatest  superstition,  Mohammed  found  it  much  easier 
to  abolish  idolatry  itself,  than  to  eradicate  the  superstitious  bigotry 
with  which  they  were  addicted  to  that  temple,  and  the  rites  performed 
there;  wherefore,  after  several  fruitless  trials  to  wean  them  therefrom,' 
he  thought  it  best  to  compromise  the  matter,  and  rather  than  to  frus- 
trate his  whole  design,  to  allow  them  to  go  on  pilgrimage  thither,  and 
to  direct  their  prayers  thereto  ;  contenting  himself  with  transferring 
the  devotions  there  paid  from  their  idols  to  the  true  GOD,  and  chang- 
ing such  circumstances  therein  as  he  judged  might  give  scandal. 
And  herein  he  followed  the  example  of  the  most  famous  legislators, 
who  instituted  not  such  laws  as  were  absolutely  the  best  in  them- 
selves, but  the  best  their  people  were  capable  of  receiving  :  and  we 
find  God  himself  had  the  same  condescendence  for  the  Jews,  whose 
hardness  of  heart  he  humoured  in  many  things,  giving  them  there- 
fore statutes  that  were  not  good,  and  judgments  whereby  they  should 
not  live.* 


SECTION  V. 

OF   CERTAIN   NEGATIVE   PRECEPTS   IN   THE   KORAN. 

T  TAVING  in  the  prececding  section  spoken  of  the  fundamental 
■*■  -'■  points  of  the  Mohammedan  religion,  relating  both  to  faith  and 
tO  practice,  I  shall  in  this  and  the  two  following  discourses,  speak  in 
the  same  brief  method  of  some  other  precepts  and  institutions  of  the 
Koran  which  deserve  peculiar  notice,  and  first  of  certain  things  which 
are  thereby  prohibited. 

The  drinking  of  wine,  under  which  name  all  sorts  of  strong  and 
inebriating  liquors  are  comprehended,  is  forbidden  in  the  Koran  in 
more  places  than  one '  Some,  indeed,  have  imagined  that  excess 
therein  is  only  forbidden,  and  that  the  moderate  use  of  wine  is  allowed 
by  two  passages  in  the  same  book  :'  but  the  more  received  opinion  is, 
that  to  drink  any  strong  liquors,  either  in  a  lesser  quantify  or  in  a 
greater,  is  absolutely  unlawful;  and  though  libertines^  indulge  theiu- 

9  According  to  the  maxim,   Tidius  est  imilfa  vtntaie  quain  nnu7n  vtagn74HV.  1  Al 

Shahrestani.  2  See  Kor.  c.  2,  p.  16.  ^  Ezek.  xx.  25.  Vide  Spencer  de  Urim  et  fhum- 
mim,  c.  4  ^  7.  1  See  c.  2,  p.  23,  and  c.  5,  p.  84.  2  Cap.  2,  p.  2^,  and  c.  16,  p.  200.      Vide 

D'Herbe!.  Bibl.  Orient,  p.  696.         3  \{Aq  gmith,  de  Morib,  et  Instit.  Turcar  Ep.  2,  p.  28,  &c 
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selves  in  a  contrary  practice,  yet  the  more  conscientious  are  so  strict, 
especially  if  they  have  performed  the  pilgrimage  to  Mecca,'*  that  they 
hold  it  unlawful  not  only  to  taste  wine,  but  to  press  grapes  for  the 
making  of  it,  to  buy  or  to  sell  it,  or  even  to  maintain  themselves  with 
the  money  arising  by  the  sale  of  that  liquor.  The  Persians,  however, 
as  well  as  the  Turks,  are  very  fond  of  wine ;  and  if  one  asks  them  how 
it  comes  to  pass  that  thev  venture  to  drink  it.  when  it  is  so  directlv 
forbidden  by  their  religion,  they  answer,  that  it  is  with  them  as  with 
the  Christians,  whose  religion  prohibits  drunkenness  and  whoredom  as 
great  sins,  and  who  glory,  notwithstanding,  some  in  debauching  girls 
and  married  women,  and  others  in  drinking  to  excess.^ 

It  has  been  a  question  whether  coffee  comes  not  under  the  above- 
mentioned  prohibition,^  because  the  fumes  of  it  have  some  effect  on  the 
imagination.  This  drink,  which  was  first  publicly  used  at  Aden  in 
Arabia  Felix,  about  the  middle  of  the  ninth  century  of  the  Hejra,  and 
thence  gradually  introduced  into  Mecca,  Medina,  Egypt,  Syria,  and 
other  parts  of  the  Levant,  has  been  the  occasion  of  great  disputes  and 
disorders,  navmg  been  sometimes  publicly  condemned  and  forbidden, 
and  again  declared  lawful  and  allowed.^  At  present  the  use  of  coffee 
is  generally  tolerated,  if  not  granted,  as  is  that  of  tobacco,  though  the 
more  religious  make  a  scruple  of  taking  the  latter,  not  only  because  it 
inebriates,  but  also  out  of  respect  to  a  traditional  saying  of  their 
prophet  (which,  if  it  could  be  made  out  to  be  his,  would  prove  him  a 
prophet  indeed),  "  That  in  the  latter  days  there  should  be  men  who 
should  bear  the  name  of  Moslems,  but  should  not  be  really  such ;  and 
that  they  should  smoke  a  certain  weed,  which  should  be  called  tobacco." 
Hovvever,  the  eastern  nations  are  generally  so  addicted  to  both,  that 
they  say,  "  A  dish  of  coffee  and  a  pipe  of  tobacco  are  a  complete 
entertainment;"  and  the  Persians  have  a  proverb  that  coffee  without 
tobacco  is  meat  without  salt.' 

Opium  and  beng  (which  latter  is  the  leaves  of  hemp  in  pills  or 
conserve)  are  also  by  the  rigid  Mohammedans  esteemed  unlawful, 
though  not  mentioned  in  the  Koran,  because  they  intoxicate  and 
disturb  the  understanding  as  wine  does,  and  in  a  more  extraordinary 
manner :  )  et  these  drugs  are  now  commonly  taken  in  the  east ;  but 
they  who  are  addicted  to  them  are  generally  looked  upon  as  debauchees.' 

Several  stories  have  been  told  as  the  occasion  of  Mohammed's 
prohibiting  the  drinking  of  wine  '}  but  the  true  reasons  are  given  in  the 
Koran,  viz.,  because  the  ill  qualities  of  that  hquor  surpass  its  good 
ones,  the  common  effects  thereof  being  quarrels  and  disturbances  in 
company,  and  neglect,  or  at  least  indecencies,  in  the  performance  of 
religious  duties.*  For  these  reasons  it  was  that  the  pr'ests  were,  by 
the  Levitical  law,  forbidden  to  drink  wine  or  strong  drink  when  they 
entered  the  tabernacle/  and  that  the  Nazarites^  and  Rechabites,'  and 

4  Vide  Chardin,  uLi  siiprn,  p.  212.  '  Chp.rdin,  ubi  sup.  p.  344.  8  Abd'alkader  Mo- 

hammed al  Ansari  has  written  a  treatise  concerning  CoHee,  wherein  he  argues  for  its  lawfulness. 
Vide  D'Uerbcl.  Art.  Cahvah.  7  Vide  Le  Traill  Hi^torique  de  TOrigine  et  du  Progres  du 

Cafe,  ;i  la  fin  du  Voy.  de  I'Arabie  heur  de  la  Roque.        1  Reland.  Dissert.  Miscell.  t.  2,  p.  28a 
Vide  Chardin,  Voy.  de  Perse,  t.  2,  p.   14  and  66.  ?  Vide  Chardin,  ib'd.  p.  68,  &c.,  and 

D'Herbel.  p.  200.  '^  Vide  Prid.  Life  of  Mah.  p.  82,  &c.  ;  Busbeq.  Epist.  j,  p.  255;  and 

Ivlaundeville's  Travels,  p.  1,0.^       *  Kor.  c.  2,  p.  23,  c.  5,  p.  84,  and  c.  4,  p.      .     See  Prov.  xxiii 
K?,  &c         s  Levit.  X.  ^         S  i>,''umb.  vi.  2.         7  Jerem.  xxX\.  c  &c. 
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many  pious  persons  among  the  Jews  and  primitive  Christians,  wholly 
abstained  therefrom  ;  nay,  some  of  the  latter  went  so  far  as  to  condemn 
the  use  of  wine  as  sinful.''  But  Mohammed  is  said  to  have  had  a 
nearer  example  than  any  of  these,  in  the  more  devout  persons  of  his 
own  tribe.' 

Gaming  is  prohibited  by  the  Koran'°  in  the  same  passages,  and  for 
the  same  reasons,  as  wine.  The  word  al  Meisar,  which  is  there  used, 
signifies  a  particular  manner  of  casting  lots  by  arrows,  much  practised 
by  the  pagan  Arabs,  and  performed  in  the  following  manner.  A 
young  camel  being  bought  and  killed,  and  divided  into  ten  or  twenty- 
eight  parts,  the  persons  who  cast  lots  for  them,  to  the  number  of  seven, 
met  for  that  purpose ;  and  eleven  arrows  were  provided,  without  heads 
or  feathers,  seven  of  which  were  marked,  the  first  with  one  notch,  the 
second  with  two,  and  so  on,  and  the  other  four  had  no  mark  at  all." 
These  arrows  were  put  promiscuously  into  a  bag,  and  then  drawn  by  an 
indifferent  person,  who  had  another  near  him  to  receive  them,  and  to 
see  he  acted  fairly ;  those  to  whom  the  marked  arrows  fell  won  shares 
in  proportion  to  their  lot,  and  those  to  whom  the  blanks  fell  were 
entitled  to  no  part  of  the  camel  at  all,  but  were  obliged  to  pay  the  full 
price  of  it.  The  winners,  however,  tasted  not  of  the  flesh,  any  more 
than  the  losers,  but  the  whole  was  distributed  among  the  poor ;  and 
this  they  did  out  of  pride  and  ostentation,  it  being  reckoned  a  shame 
for  a  man  to  stand  out,  and  not  venture  his  money  on  such  an  occasion.' 
This  custom,  therefore,  though  it  was  of  some  use  to  the  poor  and 
diversion  to  the  rich,  was  forbidden  by  Mohammed'  as  the  source  of 
great  inconveniences,  by  occasioning  quarrels  and  heart-burnings, 
which  arose  from  the  winners  insulting  of  those  who  lost. 

Under  the  name  of  lots  the  commentators  agree  that  all  other  games 
whatsoever,  which  are  subject  to  hazard  or  chance,  are  comprehended 
and  forbidden,  as  dice,  cards,  tables,  &c.  And  they  are  reckoned  so 
ill  in  themselves,  that  the  testimony  of  him  who  plays  at  them,  is  by 
the  more  rigid  judged  to  be  of  no  validity  in  a  court  of  justice.  Chess 
is  almost  the  only  game  v/hich  the  Mohammedan  doctors  allow  to  be 
lawful  (though  it  has  been  a  doubt  with  some),*  because  it  depends 
wholly  on  skill  and  management,  and  not  at  all  on  chance  :  but  then 
it  is  allowed  under  certain  restrictions,  viz.,  that  it  be  no  hindrance  to 
the  regular  performance  of  their  devotions,  and  that  no  money  or  other 
thing  be  played  for  or  betted  ;  which  last  the  Turks  and  Sonnites 
religiously  observe,  but  the  Persians  and  Mogols  do  not.*  But  what 
Mohammed  is  supposed  chiefly  to  have  disliked  in  the  game  of  chesp, 
was  the  carved  pieces,  or  men,  with  which  the  pagan  Arabs  played, 
being  httle  figures  of  men,  elephants,  horses,  and  dromedaries  ;'  and 
these  are  thought,  by  some  commentators,  to  be  truly  meant  by  the 
images  prohibited  in  one  of  the  passages  of  the  Koran**  quoted  above. 

8  This  was  the  heresy  of  those  called  Encratitae,  and  Aquarij.  Khwaf,  a  Magian  heretic,  also 
declared  wine  unlawful ;  but  this  was  after  Mohammed's  time.  Hyde,  de  Rel.  Vet.  Pers.  p.  300. 
9  Vide  Reland.  de  Rel.  Moh.  p.  271.  10  Cap.  2,  p.  23,  c.  5,  p.  84.  H  Some  writers,  as  ai 

Zamakh.  and  al  Shirazi,  mention  but  three  blank  arrows.  1  Auctores  Nodhm  al  dorr,  et 

Nothr  al  dorr,  al  Zamakh.  al  Firauzabadi,  al  Shirazi  in  Orat.  al  Hariri,  al  Beidawi,  &c.  Vide 
Poc.  Spec.  p.  324.  &c.  2  Kor.  c.  5,  p.  73.  3  Vide  Hyde,  de  Ludis  Oriental,  in  Proleg,  ad 
Shahiludium.  ^  Vide  eund,  ibid.         '  Vide  eundem,  ibid,  and  in  Hist.  Shahiludij,  p.  nc 

&c         8  Cap.  s,  p.  84.  ^^' 
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That  the  Arabs  in  Mohammed's  time  actually  used  such  images  fof 
chess-men  appears  from  what  is  related,  in  the  Sonna,  of  Ali,  who 
passing  accidentally  by  some  who  were  playing  at  chess,  asked,  "  What 
images  they  were  which  they  were  so  intent  upon?"^  for  they  were 
perfectly  new  to  him,  that  game  having  been  but  very  lately  introduced 
into  Arabia,  and  not  long  before  into  Persia,  whither  it  was  first 
brought  from  India  in  the  reign  of  Khosru  Nushirwan.^  Hence  the 
Mohammedan  doctors  infer  that  the  game  was  disapproved  only  for 
the  sake  of  the  images :  wherefore  the  Sonnites  always  play  with  plain 
pieces  of  wood  or  ivory;  but  the  Persians  and  Indians,  who  are  not  so 
scrupulous,  continue  to  make  use  of  the  carved  ones.' 

The  Mohammedans  comply  with  the  prohibition  of  gaming  much 
better  than  they  do  with  that  of  wine  ;  for  though  the  common  people, 
among  the  Turks  more  frequently,  and  the  Persians  more  rarely,  are 
addicted  to  play,  yet  the  better  sort  are  seldom  guilty  of  it.' 

Gaming,  at  least  to  excess,  has  been  forbidden  in  all  well-ordered 
states.  Gaming-houses  were  reckoned  scandalous  places  among  the 
Greeks,  and  a  gamester  is  declared  by  Aristotle^  to  be  no  better  than 
a  thief  :  the  Roman  senate  made  very  severe  laws  against  playing  at 
games  of  hazard,*  except  only  during  the  Saturnalia ;  though  the 
people  played  often  at  other  times,  notwithstanding  the  prohibition  : 
the  civil  law  forbad  all  pernicious  games  \^  and  though  the  laity  were, 
in  some  cases,  permitted  to  play  for  money,  provided  they  kept  within 
reasonable  bounds,  yet  the  clergy  were  forbidden  to  play  at  tables 
(which  is  a  game  of  hazard),  or  even  to  look  on  while  others  played." 
Accursius,  indeed,  is  of  opinion  they  may  play  at  chess,  notwithstand- 
ing that  law,  because  it  is  a  game  not  subject  to  chance,'  and  being 
but  newly  invented  in  the  time  of  Justinian,  was  not  then  known  in 
the  western  parts.  However,  the  monks  for  some  time  were  not  allowed 
even  chess.* 

As  to  the  Jews,  Mohammed's  chief  guides,  they  also  highly  disap- 
prove gaming  :  gamesters  being  severely  censured  in  the  Talmud,  and 
their  testimony  declared  invalid.' 

Another  practice  of  the  idolatrous  Arabs  forbidden  also  in  one  of 
the  above-mentioned  passages,'"  was  that  of  divining  by  arrows. 
The  arrows  used  by  them  for  this  purpose  were  like  those  with 
which  they  cast  lots,  being  without  heads  or  feathers,  and  were 
kept  in  the  temple  of  some  idol,  in  whose  presence  they  were  con- 
sulted. Seven  such  arrows  were  kept  at  the  temple  of  Mecca ;" 
but  generally  in  divination  they  made  use  of  three  only,  on  one  of 
which  was  written,  "  My  LORD  hath  commanded  me,"  on  another, 
"  My  Lord  hath  forbidden  me,"  and  the  third  was  blank.  If  the  first 
was  drawn,  they  looked  on  it  as  an  approbation  of  the  enterprise  in 
question  j   if  the  second,  they  made  a  contrary  conclusion  ;  but  if  the 

7  Sokeiker  al  Dimishki,  and  Auctor  libri  al  Mostatraf,  apud  Hyde,  ubi  sup.  p.  8.  *  Khon. 
demir.  apud  eund.  ibid.  p.  41.  1  Vide  Hyde,  ubi  sup.  p.  9.  2  Vide  eundem,  in  Prolog. 

and  Chardiu,  Voy.  de  Perse,  t.  2,  p.  46.  3  Lib.  iv.  ad  Nicom.  4  Vid«  Horat.  1.  3.  Carm. 
Od.  24.  *  ff.  de  Aleatoribus.  Novell.  Just.  123,  &c.     Vide  Hyde,  ubi  sup.  in  Hist.  Aleae, 

p.  119.  '  Authent.  interdicinius,  c.  de  einscopis.  7  In  Com.  ad  Legem  Pra;d.  8  Pu  Fresne, 
m  Gloss.  ^  IJava  Mesia,  84,  i ;  Rosh  liashana  and  Sanhedr.  24,  2.     Vide  etiam  ALiimon.  in 

Tract.  Gozila.  Aonng  tlie  modern  civilians,  Mascardus  thought  common  gamesters  were  noc 
to  be  admitted  as  witnesses,  being  infamous  persons.  Vide  Hyde,  ubi  sup.  in  Proleg.  ^t  is 
Hist    Aleae,  §  3.  ^^  Kor  c   5         ^^  Se«  before,  p.  16. 
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third  happened  to  be  drawn,  they  mixed  them  and  drew  over  again, 
till  a  decisive  answer  was  given  by  one  of  the  others.  These  divining 
arrows  were  generally  consulted  before  anything  of  moment  was  under- 
taken ;  as  when  a  man  was  about  to  marry,  or  about  to  go  a  journey, 
or  the  like.'  This  superstitious  practice  of  divining  by  arrows  was  used 
by  the  ancient  Greeks,'  and  other  nations  ;  and  is  particularly  men- 
tioned in  scripture,^  where  it  is  said,  that  "  the  king  of  Babylon  stood 
at  the  parting  of  the  way,  at  the  head  of  the  two  ways,  to  use  divination ; 
he  made  his  arrows  bright"  (or,  according  to  the  version  of  the  Vulgate, 
which  seems  preferable  in  this  place,  "he  mixed  together,  or  shook  the 
arrows"),  "he  consulted  with  images,"  »S:c. ;  the  commentary  of  St.  Jerome 
on  which  passage  wonderfully  agrees  with  what  we  are  told  of  the  afore- 
said custom  of  the  old  Arabs  :  "  He  shall  stand,"  says  he,  "  in  the 
highway,  and  consult  the  oracle  after  the  manner  of  his  nation,  that 
he  may  cast  arrows  into  a  quiver,  and  mix  them  together,  being  written 
upon  or  marked  with  the  names  of  each  people,  that  he  may  see  whose 
arrow  will  come  forth,  and  which  city  he  ought  first  to  attack."'^ 

A  distinction  of  meats  was  so  generally  used  by  the  eastern  nations, 
that  it  is  no  wonder  that  Mohammed  made  some  regulations  in  that 
matter.  The  Koran,  therefore,  prohibits  the  eating  of  blood,  and  swine's 
flesh,  and  whatever  dies  of  itself,  or  is  slain  in  the  name  or  in  honour 
of  any  idol,  or  is  strangled,  or  killed  by  a  blow,  or  a  fall,  or  by  any  other 
beast.5  In  which  particulars  Mohammed  seems  chiefly  to  have  imitated 
the  Jews,  by  whose  law,  as  is  well  known,  all  those  things  are  forbidden ; 
but  he  allowed  some  things  to  be  eaten  which  Moses  did  not,^  as  camels' 
flesh'  in  particular.  In  cases  of  necessity,  however,  where  a  man  may 
be  in  danger  of  starving,  he  is  allowed  by  the  Mohammedan  law  to  eat 
any  of  the  said  prohibited  kinds  of  food  ;^  and  the  Jewish  doctors  grant 
the  same  liberty  in  the  same  case.^  Though  the  aversion  to  blood  and 
what  dies  of  itself  may  seem  natural,  yet  some  of  the  pagan  Aral^s  used 
to  eat  both  :  of  their  eating  of  the  latter  some  instances  will  be  given 
hereafter  ;  and  as  to  the  former,  it  is  said  they  used  to  pour  blood, 
which  they  sometimes  drew  from  a  live  camel,  into  a  gut,  and  then 
broiled  it  in  the  fire,  or  boiled  it,  and  ate  it  : '  this  food  they  called 
Moswadd^  from  Aswad.  which  signifies  black  ;  the  same  nearly  re- 
sembling our  black  puddings  in  name  as  well  as  composition.'  The 
eating  of  meat  offered  to  idols  I  take  to  be  commonly  practised  by  all 
idolaters,  being  looked  on  as  a  sort  of  communion  in  their  worship,  and 
for  that  reason  esteemed  by  Christians,  it  not  absolutely  unlawful,  yet 
as  what  may  be  the  occasion  of  great  scandal  :  ^  but  the  Arabs  were 
particularly  superstitious  in  this  matter,  killing  what  they  ate  on  stones 
erected  on  purpose  around  the  Caaba,  or  near  their  own  houses,  and 
calling,  at  the  same  time,  on  the  name  of  some  idol."*  Swine's  flesh, 
indeed,  the  old  Arabs  seem  not  to  have  eaten ;  and  their  prophet,  in 

1  Ebn  al  Athlr,  al  Zamakh.  and  al  Beid.  in  Kor.  c.  s.  Al  Mostatraf,  &c.  Vide  Poc.  Spec, 
p.  327,  &c.,  and  D'Herbel.  Bibl.  Orient.  An.  .i.>:dah.  2  Vide  Potter,  Antiq.  of  Greec, 

vol.  i.  p.  334.  3  Ezek.  xxi.  21.  *  Vide  Poc.  Spec.  p.  329,  &c.  5  Cap.  2,  p.  18;  c.  5,  p.  73; 
c.  6 ;  and  c.  16.  6  Lev.  xi.  4.  7  See  Kor.  c.  3,  p.  37  and  42,  and  c.  6.  8  Kor.  c.  5, 

p.  74,  and  in  the  other  passages  last  quoted.  "^  Vide  Maimon.  in  Halachoth  Melachim. 

c.  8,  §  i.,  &c.  1  Nothr  al  dorr,  al  Firauz.,  al  Zamakh.,  and  al  Beid.  2  Poc.  Spec.  p.  320 
8  Compare  Acts  xv.  29  with  i  Cor.  viii.  4,  &c.  *  Sec  the  fifth  chapter  of  the  Kor.  p.  73,  and 
the  notes  there, 


JOO  THE  PRELIMINARY  DISCOURSE,  sec.  v. 

prohibiting  the  same,  appears  to  have  only  confirmed  the  common 
aversion  of  the  nation.  Foreign  writers  tell  us  that  the  Arabs  wholly 
abstained  from  swine's  flesh,'  thinking  it  unlawful  to  feed  thereon,^  and 
that  very  few,  if  any,  of  those  animals  are  found  in  their  country,  because 
it  produces  not  proper  food  for  them  ;^  which  has  made  one  writer 
imagine  that  if  a  hog  were  carried  thither,  it  would  immediately  die.* 

In  the  prohibition  of  usury^  I  presume  Mohammed  also  followed  the 
fews,  who  are  strictly  forbidden  by  their  law  to  exercise  it  among  one 
inother,  though  they  are  so  infamously  guilty  of  it  in  their  dealing  with 
chose  of  a  different  religion  :  but  I  do  not  find  the  prophet  of  the  Arabs 
has  made  any  distinction  in  this  matter. 

Several  superstitious  customs  relating  to  cattle,  which  seem  to  have 
been  peculiar  to  the  pagan  Arabs,  were  also  abolished  by  Mohammed. 
The  Koran"  mentions  four  names  by  them  given  to  certain  camels  or 
sheep,  which  for  some  particular  reasons  were  left  at  free  liberty,  and 
were  not  made  use  of  as  other  cattle  of  the  same  kind.  These  names 
are  Bahira,  Saiba,  Wasila,  and  Hami  :  of  each  whereof  in  their  order. 

As  to  the  first,  it  is  said  that  when  a  she-camel,  or  a  sheep,  had  borne 
young  ten  times,  they  used  to  slit  her  ear,  and  turn  her  loose  to  feed 
at  full  liberty  ;  and  when  she  died,  her  flesh  was  eaten  by  the  men 
only,  the  women  being  foi  bidden  to  eat  thereof*,  and  such  a  camel  or 
sheep,  from  the  slitting  of  her  ear,  they  called  Bahira.  Or  the  Bahira 
was  a  she-camel,  which  was  turned  loose  to  feed,  and  whose  fifth  young 
one,  if  it  proved  a  male,  was  killed  and  eaten  by  men  and  women  pro- 
miscuously ;  but  if  it  proved  a  female,  had  its  ear  slit,  and  was  dismissed 
to  free  pasture,  none  being  permitted  to  make  use  of  its  flesh  or  milk, 
or  to  ride  on  it ;  though  the  women  were  allowed  to  eat  the  flesh  of  it 
when  it  died  :  or  it  was  the  female  young  of  the  Saiba,  which  was  used 
in  the  same  manner  as  its  dam  ;  or  else  an  ewe,  which  had  yeaned  five 
times.'  These,  however,  are  not  all  the  opinions  concerning  the  Bahira 
for  some  suppose  that  name  was  given  to  a  she-camel,  which,  after 
having  brought  forth  young  five  times,  if  the  last  was  a  male,  had  her 
ear  slit,  as  a  mark  thereof,  and  was  let  go  loose  to  feed,  none  driving 
her  from  pasture  or  water,  nor  using  her  for  carriage  ;'  and  others  tell 
Uo,  that  when  a  camel  had  newly  brought  forth,  they  used  to  slit  the  ear 
of  her  young  one,  saying,  "  O  GOD,  if  it  live,  it  shall  be  for  our  use,  but 
if  it  die,  it  shall  be  deemed  rightly  slain;"  and  when  it  died,  they 
ate  it.5 

Saiba  signifies  a  she-camel  turned  loose  to  go  where  she  will.  And 
this  was  done  on  various  accounts  :  as  when  she  had  brought  forth 
females  ten  times  together  ;  or  in  satisfaction  of  a  vow  ;  or  when  a  man 
had  recovered  Irom  sickness,  or  returned  safe  from  a  journey,  or  his 
camel  had  escaped  some  signal  danger  either  in  battle  or  otherwise. 
A  camel  so  ti-rned  loose  was  declared  to  be  Saiba,  and,  as  a  mark  of 
it,  one  of  the  veriebrcB  or  bones  was  taken  out  of  her  back,  after  which 
none  might  drive  her  from  pasture  or  water,  or  ride  on  her.*  Some  say 
Lhat  the  Saiba,  when  she  had  ten  times  together  brought  forth  females, 
was  suffered  to  go  at  liberty,  none  being  allowed  to  ride  on  her,  and 


*  Solin   de  Arab.  c.  33.        •  Hieronym.  in  Jovin.  1.  2.  c.  6.  ^  Idem,  ibid.  8  Solinus. 

nhi  supra,         »  Kor.  c.  a,  p.     ^         ^''  Cap.  5,  p.  86.        '  Al  r!.-,;:i2abadi.       3  Al  Zamakh.,  al 
licidawi.  al  Mostatraf.  S  Jibn  al  Atklr.  *  Al  Firaunb.,  al  Zamakh. 
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that  her  milk  was  not  to  be  drank  by  any  but  her  young  one,  or  a  guest, 
till  she  died  ;  and  then  her  flesh  was  eaten  by  men  as  well  as  women, 
and  her  last  female  young  one  had  her  ear  slit,  and  was  called  Bahira, 
and  turned  loose  as  her  dam  had  been.s 

This  appellation,  however,  was  not  so  strictly  proper  to  female  camels, 
but  that  it  was  given  to  the  male  when  his  young  one  had  begotten 
another  young  one  :^  nay,  a  servant  set  at  liberty  and  dismissed  by  his 
master,  was  also  called  Saiba  ;'  and  some  are  of  opinion  that  the  word 
denotes  an  animal  which  the  Arabs  used  to  turn  loose  in  honour  of 
their  idols,  allowing  none  to  make  use  of  them,  thereafter,  except 
women  only.' 

Wasila  is,  by  one  author,'  explained  to  signify  a  she -camel  which  had 
brought  forth  ten  times,  or  an  ewe  which  had  yeaned  seven  times,  and 
every  time  twins  ;  and  if  the  seventh  time  she  brought  forth  a  male  and 
a  female,  they  said,  "  Wosilat  akhaha,"  i.e.,  "  She  is  joined,"  or,  "  was 
brought  forth  with  her  brother,"  after  which  none  might  diink  the  dam's 
milk,  except  men  only  ;  and  she  was  used  as  the  Saiba.  Or  Wasila 
was  particularly  meant  of  rheep  ;  as  when  an  ewe  brought  forth  a 
female,  they  took  it  to  themselves,  but  when  she  brought  forth  a  male, 
they  consecrated  it  to  their  gods,  but  if  both  a  male  and  a  female,  the) 
said,  "  She  is  joined  to  her  brother,"  and  did  not  sacrifice  that  male  to 
their  gods  :  or  Wasila  was  an  ewe  which  brought  forth  first  a  male,  and 
then  a  female,  on  which  account,  or  because  she  followed  her  brother, 
the  male  was  not  killed  ;  but  if  she  brought  forth  a  male  only,  they  said, 
"  Let  this  be  an  offering  to  our  gods."^  Another''  writes,  that  if  an  ewe 
brought  forth  twins  seven  times  together,  and  the  eighth  time  a  male, 
they  sacrificed  that  male  to  their  gods  ;  but  if  the  eighth  time  she 
brought  both  a  male  and  a  female,  they  used  to  say,  "  She  is  joined  to 
her  brother,"  and  for  the  female's  sake  they  spared  the  male,  and  per- 
mitted not  the  dam's  milk  to  be  drunk  by  women.  A  third  writer  tells 
us,  that  Wasila  was  an  ewe,  which  having  yeaned  seven  times,  if  that 
which  she  brought  forth  the  seventh  time  wasamale,  they  sacrificed  it, 
but  if  a  female,  it  was  suffered  to  go  loose,  and  was  made  use  of  by 
women  only ;  and  if  the  seventh  time  she  brought  forth  both  a  male 
and  a  female,  they  held  them  both  to  be  sacred,  so  that  men  only  were 
allowed  to  make  any  use  of  them,  or  to  drink  the  milk  of  the  female  : 
and  a  fourth^  describes  it  to  be  an  ewe  which  brought  forth  ten  females 
at  five  births  one  after  another,  i.e..,  every  time  twins,  and  whatever  she 
brought  forth  afterwards  was  allowed  to  men,  and  not  to  women,  &c. 

Hami  was  a  male  camel  used  for  a  stallion,  which,  if  the  females  had 
conceived  ten  times  by  him,  was  afterwards  freed  from  labour,  and  let 
go  loose,  none  driving  him  from  pasture  or  from  water ;  nor  was  any 
allowed  to  receive  the  least  benefit  from  him,  not  even  to  shear  his  hair.* 

These  things  were  observed  by  the  old  Arabs  in  honour  of  their  false 
gods,'  and  as  part  of  the  worship  which  they  paid  them,  and  were 
ascribed  to  the  divine  institution  ;  but  are  all  condemned  in  the  Koran, 
and  declared  to  be  impious  superstitions.' 

6  Al  Jawhari,  Ebn  al  Athir.  6  Al  Firauz.         7  Idem,  al  Jawharl,  &c.         1  Nothr  al  don 

and  Nodhm  al  dorr.  2  Al  Firauz.  3  Idem,  al  Zamakh.  4  Al  Jav/hari.  ^  Al  Motarrezi, 
8  Al  Firauz.,  al  Jawhari.         1  Jallal.  in  Kor,        2  Kcr.  c.  5,  p.  86,  and  c.  6.      Vide  Poc.  Suec 
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The  law  of  Mohammed  also  put  a  stop  to  the  inhuman  custom  which 
had  been  long  practised  by  the  Pagan  Arabs,  of  burying  their  daughters 
alive,  lest  they  should  be  reduced  to  poverty  by  providing  for  them,  or 
else  to  avoid  the  displeasure  and  the  disgrace  whicix  would  follow,  if 
they  should  happen  to  be  made  captives,  or  to  become  scandalous  by  their 
behaviour  ;3  the  birth  of  a  daughter  being,  for  these  reasons,  reckoned 
a  great  misfortune,'*  and  the  death  of  one  as  a  great  happiness.*  The 
manner  of  their  doing  this  is  differently  related  :  some  say  that  when 
an  Arab  had  a  daughter  born,  if  he  intended  to  bring  her  up,  he  sent 
her,  clothed  in  a  garment  of  wool  or  hair,  to  keep  camels  or  sheep  in 
the  desert ;  but  if  he  designed  to  put  her  to  death,  he  let  her  live  till 
she  became  six  years  old,  and  then  said  to  her  mother,  "  Perfume  her, 
and  adorn  her,  that  I  may  carry  her  to  her  mothers  ;"  which  being 
done,  the  father  led  her  to  a  well  or  pit  dug  for  that  purpose,  and 
having  bid  her  to  look  down  into  it,  pushed  her  in  headlong,  as  he 
stood  behind  her,  and  then  filling  up  the  pit,  levelled  it  with  the  rest  of 
the  ground ;  but  others  say,  that  when  a  woman  was  ready  to  fall  in 
labour,  they  dug  a  pit,  on  the  brink  whereof  she  was  to  be  delivered,  and 
if  the  child  happened  to  be  a  daughter,  they  threw  it  into  the  pit,  but  if 
a  son,  they  saved  it  alive.*  This  custom,  though  not  observed  by  all 
the  Arabs  in  general,  was  yet  very  common  among  several  of  their 
tribes,  and  particularly  those  of  Koreish  and  Kendah ;  the  former  using 
to  bury  their  daughters  alive  in  Mount  Abu  Dalama,  near  Mecca.^  In 
the  time  of  ignorance,  while  they  used  this  method  to  get  rid  of  their 
daughters,  Sasaa,  grandfather  to  the  celebrated  poet  al  Farazdak,  fre- 
quently redeemed  female  children  from  death,  giving  for  every  one  two 
she-camels  big  with  young,  and  a  he-camel;  and  hereto  al  Farazdak 
alluded  when,  vaunting  himself  before  one  of  the  Khalifs  of  the  family 
of  Omeyya,  he  said,  "  I  am  the  son  of  the  giver  of  life  to  the  dead;" 
for  which  expression  being  censured,  he  excused  himself  by  alleging 
the  following  words  of  the  Koran,^  "He  who  saveth  a  soul  alive,  shall 
be  as  if  he  had  saved  the  lives  of  all  mankind.'"  The  Arabs,  in  thus 
murdering  of  their  children,  were  far  from  being  singular;  the  practice 
of  exposing  infants  and  putting  them  to  death  being  so  common  among 
the  ancients,  that  it  is  remarked  as  a  thing  very  extraordinary  in  the 
Egyptians,  that  they  brought  up  all  their  children ;'  and  by  the  laws  of 
Lycurgus^  no  child  was  allowed  to  be  brought  up  without  the  approba- 
tion of  public  officers.  At  this  day,  it  is  said,  in  China,  the  poorer  sort 
of  people  frequently  put  their  children,  the  females  especially,  to  death 
with  impunity.* 

This  wicked  practice  is  condemned  by  the  Koran  in  several  pas- 
sages ;*  one  of  which,  as  some  commentators*  judge,  may  also  condemn 

3  Al  Beidawi,  al  Zamnkh.,  al  Mostatraf.  4  See  K©r.  c.  i6.  *  Al  Meid.^ni.  6  Al 

Zamakh.  ^  Al  Mostatraf.  8  Cap.  5,  p.  77.  1  Al  Mostatraf.    Vide  Ebn  Khalek:in, 

in  Vita  al  Farazdak,  and  Poc  Spec.  p.  334.  ^  Strabo,  1.  17.     Vide  Diodor.  Sic.  I.  1,  c.  So. 

3  Vide  Plutarch,  in  Lycurgo.  4  Vide  Pufendorf,  de  Jure  Nat.  et  Gent.  1.  6,  c.  7,  §  6.     The 

Grecians  also  treated  daughters  especially  in  this  manner — whence  that  saying  of  Posidippus  : 

'Ttoi'  Tp((pei  T19  Kap  U3ivy)S  wv  tvxjIi 
QvyaT^pa  8^  iKTiO')]a(.  kcv  77  Tr\ov<xios, — i.e., 
"A  man,  the'  poor,  will  not  expose  his  son  ; 
r)Ut  if  he's  rich,  will  scarce  preserve  his  daughter." — 
See  Potter's  Antiq.  of  Greece,  vol.  ii.  p.  333.  6  Cap.  6,  p.  loi,  103 ;  c  16 ;  and  c  17.     So« 

also  chap.  81.        ^  Al  Zamakh.    al  Beid. 
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another  custom  of  the  Arabians,  altogether  as  wicked,  and  as  common 
among  other  nations  of  old,  viz.,  the  sacrificing  of  their  children  to  their 
idols ;  as  was  frequently  done,  in  particular,  in  satisfaction  of  a  vow 
they  used  to  make,  that  if  they  had  a  certain  number  of  sons  born,  they 
would  offer  one  of  them  in  sacrifice. 

Several  other  superstitious  customs  were  likewise  abrogated  by 
Mohammed,  but  the  same  being  of  less  moment,  and  not  particularly 
mentioned  in  the  Koran,  or  having  been  occasionally  taken  notice  of 
elsewhere,  I  shall  say  nothing  of  them  in  this  place. 


SECTION  VI. 

OF  THE  INSTITUTIONS  OF  THE  KORAN   IN  CIVIL  AFFAIRS. 

^T^HE  Mohammedan  civil  law  is  founded  on  the  precepts  and  deter- 
•*•  minations  of  the  Koran,  as  the  civil  laws  of  the  Jews  were  on 
those  of  the  Pentateuch ;  yet  being  variously  interpreted,  according  to 
the  different  decisions  of  their  civilians,  and  especially  of  their  four 
great  doctors,  Abu  Hanifa,  Malec,  al  Shafei,  and  Ebn  Hanbal,^  to  treat 
thereof  fully  and  distinctly^  in  the  manner  the  curiosity  and  usefulness 
of  the  subject  deserves,  would  require  a  large  volume ;  wherefore  the 
most  that  can  be  expected  here,  is  a  summary  view  of  the  principal 
institutions,  without  minutely  entering  into  a  detail  of  particulars.  We 
shall  begin  with  those  relating  to  marriage  and  divorce. 

That  polygamy,  for  the  moral  lawfulness  of  which  the  Mohammedan 
doctors  advance  several  arguments,'  is  allowed  by  the  Koran,  every  on$ 
knows,  though  few  are  acquainted  with  the  limitations  with  which  it  is 
allowed.  Several  learned  men  have  fallen  into  the  vulgar  mistake  that 
Mahommed  granted  to  his  followers  an  unbounded  plurality  ;  some 
pretending  that  a  man  may  have  as  many  wives,'  and  others  as  many 
concubines,^  as  he  can  maintain  :  whereas,  according  to  the  express 
words  of  the  Koran,*  no  man  can  have  more  than  four,  whether  wives 
or  concubines  \^  and  if  a  man  apprehend  any  inconvenience  from  even 
that  number  of  ingenuous  wives,  it  is  added,  as  an  advice  (which  is 
generally  followed  by  the  middling  and  inferior  people),^  that  he  marry 
one  only,  or,  if  he  cannot  be  contented  with  one,  that  he  take  up  with 
his  she-sla-ves,  not  exceeding,  however,  the  limited  number ;'  and  this 

7  See  Sect.  VIII.  1  See  before,  Sect.  II.,  p.  31.  2  Njc.  Cusanus,  in  Cribrat.  Alcor.  I.  2, 
c.  19.  Olearius,  in  Itinerar.  P.  Greg.  Tholosanus,  in  Synt.  Juris,  1.  9,  c.  2,  §  22.  Septemcastreiisis 
(de  Morib.  Turc.  p.  24)  says  the  Mohammedans  may  have  twelve  lawful  wives,  and  no  more. 
Ricaut  falsely  asserts  the  restraint  of  the  number  of  their  wives  to  be  no  precept  of  their  religion, 
but  a  rule  superinduced  on  a  politic  consideration.  Pres.  State  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  bk.  iii, 
c.  21.  3  Marracc.  in  Prodr.  ad  Refut.  Alcor.  part  iv.  p.  52  and  71.  Prideaux,  Life  of  MaK. 
p.  114.  Chardin,  Voy.  de  Perse,  t.  i.  p.  166.  Du  Ryer,  Sommaire  de  la  Rel.  des  Turcs,  niis 
a  la  tete  de  sa  version  de  1' Alcor.  Ricaut,  ubi  supra.  Pufendoif,  de  Jure  Nat.  et  Gent.  I.  6, 
■-.  I,  §  18.  4  Cap.  4,  p.  53.  5  Vide  Gagnier,  in  Notis  ad  Abulfedae  Vit.  Moh.  p.  15c 

Reland.  de  Rel.  Moh.  p.  243,  &c.,  and  Selden,  Ux.  Hebr.  1.  i,  c.  9.  «  Vide  Reland 

ubi  sup.  p.  244.        7  Kor.  c.  4,  p.  53. 
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is  certainly  the  utmost  Mohammed  allowed  his  followers  :  nor  can  we 
urge,  as  an  argument  against  so  plain  a  precept,  the  corrupt  manners 
of  his  followers,  many  of  whom,  especially  men  of  quality  and  fortune, 
indulge  themselves  in  criminal  excesses  f  nor  yet  the  example  of  the 
prophet  himself,  who  had  peculiar  privileges  in  this  and  other  points, 
as  will  be  observed  hereafter.  In  making  the  above-mentioned  limita- 
tion, Mohammed  was  directed  by  the  decision  of  the  Jewish  doctors, 
who,  by  way  of  counsel,  limit  the  number  of  wives  to  four,'  though  their 
law  confines  them  not  to  any  certain  number.'" 

Divorce  is  also  well  known  to  be  allowed  by  the  Mohammedan  law, 
as  it  was  by  the  Mosaic,  with  this  difference  only,  that,  according  to  the 
latter,  a  man  could  not  take  again  a  woman  whom  he  had  divorced, 
and  who  had  been  married  or  betrothed  to  another  ;'  whereas  Moham- 
med, to  prevent  his  followers  from  divorcing  their  wives  on  every  light 
occasion,  or  out  of  an  inconstant  humour,  ordained  that,  if  a  man 
divorced  his  wife  the  third  time  (for  he  might  divorce  her  twice  without 
being  obliged  to  part  with  her,  if  he  repented  of  what  he  had  done),  it 
should  not  be  lawful  for  him  to  take  her  again  until  she  had  been  first 
married  and  bedded  by  another,  and  divorced  by  such  second  husband.' 
And  this  precaution  has  had  so  good  an  effect  that  the  Mohammedans 
are  seldom  known  to  proceed  to  the  extremity  of  divorce,  notwithstand- 
ing the  liberty  given  them,  it  being  reckoned  a  great  disgrace  so  to  do ; 
and  there  are  but  few,  besides  those  who  have  little  or  no  sense  of 
honour,  that  will  take  a  wife  again  on  the  condition  enjoined.^  It  must 
be  observed  that,  though  a  man  is  allowed  by  the  Mohammedan,  as  by 
the  Jewish  law,*  to  repudiate  his  wife  even  on  the  slightest  disgust,  yet 
the  women  are  not  allowed  to  separate  themselves  from  their  husbands, 
unless  it  be  for  ill-usage,  want  of  proper  maintenance,  neglect  of  con- 
jugal duty,  impotency,  or  some  cause  of  equal  import ;  but  then  she 
generally  loses  her  dowry,^  which  she  does  not  if  divorced  by  her 
husband,  unless  she  has  been  guilty  of  impudicity  or  notorious  dis- 
obedience.* 

When  a  woman  is  divorced  she  is  obliged,  by  the  direction  of  the 
Koran,  to  wait  till  she  hath  had  her  courses  thrice,  or,  if  there  be  a 
doubt  whether  she  be  subject  to  them  or  not,  by  reason  of  her  age, 
three  months,  before  she  marry  another  ;  after  which  time  expired,  in 
case  she  be  found  not  with  child,  she  is  at  full  liberty  to  dispose  of  her- 
self as  she  pleases  ;  but  if  she  prove  with  child,  she  must  wait  till  she 
be  delivered  ;  and  during  her  whole  term  of  waiting  she  may  continue 
in  the  husband's  house,  and  is  to  be  maintained  at  his  expense,  it  being 
forbidden  to  turn  the  woman  out  before  the  expiration  of  the  term,  un- 
less she  be  guilty  of  dishonesty.'    Where  a  man  divorces  a  woman 

8  Sir  J.  Maundeville  (who,  excepting  a  few  silly  stories  he  tells  from  hearsay,  deserves  more 
credit  than  some  travellers  of  better  reputation),  speaking  of  the  Alcoran,  observes,  among 
several  other  truths,  that  Mahomet  therein  commanded  a  man  should  have  two  wives,  or  three, 
or  four ;  though  the  Mahometans  then  took  nine  wives,  and  lemans  as  many  as  they  might 
sustain.     Maundev.  Travels,  p.  164.  "  Maimon.  in  Halachoth  Ishoth.  c.  14.  10  Idem, 

ibid.     Vide  Selden,  Uxor.  Hebr.  1.  i,  c.  9. 

1  Deut.  xxiv.  3 — 4.     Jerem.  iii.  i.     Vide  Selden,  ubi  sup.  1.  i,  c.  n.  2  Kor.  c.  2,  p.  24. 

'  Vide  Selden,  ubi  sup.  1.  3,  c.  21,  and  Ricaut's  State  of  the   Ottom.   Empire,  bk.  ii.   c.  21. 

*  Deut.  xxiv.  I.     Leo  Modena,  Hist,  de  gli  Riti   Hebr.  part  i.  c.  6.      Vide  SelJen,  ubi  sup. 

•  Vide  Busbeq.  Ep.  3,  p.  184 ;  Smith,  de  Morib.  ac  Instit.  Turcar.  Ep.  2,  p.  52  ;  and  Chardio, 
Voy.  de  Perse,  t.  i,  p.  169.        6  Kor.  c.  4,  p.  55.        '  Kor.  c.  2,  p.  24,  and  c.  65. 
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before  consuiwimation,  she  is  not  obliged  to  wait  any  particular  time,* 
nor  is  he  obliged  to  give  her  more  than  one-half  of  her  dower.'  It  the 
divorced  woman  have  a  young  child,  she  is  to  suckle  it  till  it  be  two 
years  old ;  the  father,  in  the  meantime,  maintaining  her  in  all  respects  : 
a  widow  is  also  obliged  to  do  the  same,  and  to  wait  four  months  and 
ten  days  before  she  marry  again.' 

These  rules  are  also  copied  from  those  of  the  Jews,  according  to 
whom  a  divorced  woman,  or  a  widow,  cannot  marry  another  man,  till 
ninety  days  be  past,  after  the  divorce  or  death  of  the  husband  :'  and 
she  who  gives  suck  is  to  be  maintained  for  two  years,  to  be  computed 
from  the  birth  of  the  child  ;  within  which  time  she  must  not  marry, 
unless  the  child  die,  or  her  milk  be  dried  up.3 

Whoredom,  in  single  women  as  well  as  married,  was,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  Mohammedism,  very  severely  punished  ;  such  being  ordered 
to  be  shut  up  in  prison  till  they  died  :  but  afterwards  it  was  ordained 
by  the  Sonna,  that  an  adulteress  should  be  stoned,'*  and  an  unmarried 
woman  guilty  of  fornication  scourged  with  a  hundred  stripes,  and 
banished  for  a  year.^  A  she-slave,  if  convicted  of  adultery,  is  to  suffer 
but  half  the  punishment  of  a  free  woman,''  viz.,  fifty  stripes,  and  banish- 
ment for  six  months  ;  but  is  not  to  be  put  to  death.  To  convict  a 
woman  of  adultery,  so  as  to  make  it  capital,  four  witnesses  are  expressly 
required,'  and  those,  as  the  commentators  say,  ought  to  be  men  :  and 
if  a  man  falsely  accuse  a  woman  of  reputation  of  whoredom  of  any 
kind,  and  is  not  able  to  support  the  charge  by  that  number  of  wit- 
nesses, he  is  to  receive  fourscore  stripes,  and  his  testimony  is  to  be 
held  invalid  for  the  future.^  P'ornication,  in  either  sex,  is  by  the  sen- 
tence of  the  Koran  to  be  punished  with  a  hundred  stripes.' 

If  a  man  accuse  his  wife  of  infidelity,  and  is  not  able  to  prove  it  by 
sufficient  evidence,  and  will  swear  four  times  that  it  is  true,  and  the 
fifth  time  imprecate  God's  vengeance  on  him  if  it  be  false,  she  is  to  be 
looked  on  as  convicted,  unless  she  will  take  the  like  oaths,  and  make 
the  like  imprecation,  in  testimony  of  her  innocency ;  which  if  she 
do,  she  is  free  from  punishment,  though  the  marriage  ought  to  be 
dissolved.*" 

In  most  of  the  last-mentioned  particulars  the  decisions  of  the  Koran 
also  agree  with  those  of  the  Jews.  By  the  law  of  Moses,  adultery, 
whether  in  a  married  woman  or  a  virgin  betrothed,  was  punished  with 
death ;  and  the  man  who  debauched  them  was  to  suffer  the  same 
punishment.*     The  penalty  of  simple  fornication  was  scourging,  the 

8  Ibid.  c.  33.  9  Ibid.  c.  2,  p.  25.  1  Ibid.  c.  2,  p.  25,  and  c.  65.  2  Mishna,  tit. 

Vabimoth,  c.  4.  Gemar.  Babyl.  ad  eund.  tit.  Maimon.  in  Halach.  Girushin,  Shylhan  Aruch, 
part  iii.  3  Mishna,  and  Gemara,  and  Maimon.  ubi  supra.      Gem.  Babyl.  ad  tit.  Cetuboth, 

c.  5,  and  Jos.  Karo,  in  Shylhan  Aruch,  c.  50,  §  2.  Vide  Selden,  Ux.  Hebr.  1.  2,  c.  11,  and  1.  3, 
c.  10,  in  fin.  4  And  the  adulterer  also,  according  to  a  passage  once  extant  in  the  Koran,  and 
still  in  force,  as  some  suppose.  See  the  notes  to  Kor.  c.  3,  p.  34,  and  the  Prel.  Disc.  p.  52. 
*  Kor.  c.  4,  p.  55.     See  the  notes  there.  6  Ibid.  p.  57.  7  Ibid.  p.  55.  8  Ibid.  c.  24. 

'  Ibid.  This  law  relates  not  to  married  people,  as  Selden  supposes  ;  Ux.  Heb.  1.  3,  c.  12. 

1<>  Ibid.  p.  288.     See  the  notes  there. 

1  Levit.  XX.  10 ;  Deut.  xxii.  22.  The  kind  of  death  to  be  inflicted  on  adulterers,  in  common 
cases  being  not  expressed,  the  Talmudists  generally  suppose  it  to  be  strangling,  which  they 
think  is  designed  v/herever  the  phrase  "shall  be  put  to  death,"  or  "shall  die  the  death,"  is 
used,  as  they  imagine  stoning  is  by  the  expression,  "  his  blood  shall  be  upon  him  ; "  and  hence 
it  has  been  concluded  by  some  that  the  woman  taken  in  adultery  mentioned  in  the  Gospel 
(John  viii.)  was  a  betrothed  maiden,  because  such  acne  and  her  accomplice  were  plainly  ordered 
to  be  stoned  (Deut.  xxii.  23,  24).     But  the  ancients  seem  to  have  been  of  a  different  opinion. 
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general  punishment  in  cases  where  none  is  particularly  appointed  :  and 
a  betrothed  bondmaid,  if  convicted  of  adultery,  underwent  the  same 
punishment,  being  exempted  from  death,  l>ecause  she  was  not  free,' 
By  the  same  law  no  person  was  to  be  put  to  death  on  the  oath  of  one 
witness  •}  and  a  man  who  slandered  his  wife  was  also  to  be  chastised, 
that  is  scourged,  and  fined  one  hundred  shekels  of  silver/  The  method 
of  trying  a  woman  suspected  of  adultery  where  evidence  was  wanting, 
by  forcing  her  to  drink  the  bitter  water  of  jealousy,5  though  disused  by 
the  Jews  long  before  the  time  of  Mohammed,*  yet,  by  reason  of  the 
oath  of  cursing  with  which  the  woman  was  charged,  and  to  which  she 
was  obliged  to  say  "  Amen,"  bears  great  re^iemblance  to  the  expedient 
devised  by  that  prophet  on  the  like  occasion. 

The  institutions  of  Mohammed  relating  to  the  pollution  of  women 
during  their  courses,^  the  taking  of  slaves  to  wife,*  and  the  prohibiting 
of  marriage  within  certain  degrees.'  have  likewise  no  small  affinity 
with  the  institutions  of  Moses  ;'°  and  the  parallel  might  be  carried 
farther  in  several  other  particulars. 

As  to  the  prohibited  degrees,  it  may  be  observed,  that  the  pagan 
Arabs  abstained  from  marrying  their  mothers,  daughters,  and  aunts 
both  on  the  father's  side  and  on  the  mother's,  and  held  it  a  most  scan- 
dalous thing  to  marry  two  sisters,  or  for  a  man  to  take  his  father's 
wife  ;"  which  last  was,  notwithstanding,  too  frequently  practised,"  and 
is  expressly  forbidden  in  the  Koran. '^ 

Before  I  leave  the  subject  of  marriages,  it  may  be  proper  to  take 
notice  of  some  peculiar  privileges  in  relation  thereto,  which  were 
granted  by  GOD  to  Mohammed,  as  he  gave  out,  exclusive  of  all  other 
Moslems.  One  of  them  was,  that  he  might  lawfully  marry  as  many 
wives  and  have  as  many  concubines  as  he  pleased,  without  being  con 
fined  to  any  particular  number  ;'  and  this  he  pretended  to  have  been 
the  privilege  of  the  prophets  before  him.  Another  was,  that  he  might 
alter  the  turns  of  his  wives,  and  take  such  of  them  to  his  bed  as  he 
thought  fit,  without  being  tied  to  that  order  and  equality  which  others 
are  obliged  to  observe."  A  third  privilege  was,  that  no  man  might 
marry  any  of  his  wives,^  either  such  as  he  should  divorce  during  his 
lifetime,  or  such  as  he  should  leave  widows  at  his  death  :  which  last 
particular  exactly  agrees  with  what  the  Jewish  doctors  have  determined 
concerning  the  wives  of  their  princes  ;  it  being  judged  by  them  to  be 
a  thing  very  indecent,  and  for  that  reason  unlawful,  for  another  to  marry 
either  the  divorced  wife  or  the  widow  of  a  king  ;*  and  Mohammed,  it 
seems,  thought  an  equal  respect,  at  least,  due  to  the  prophetic  as  to 
the  regal  dignity,  and  therefore  ordered  that  his  relicts  should  pass  the 
remainder  of  their  lives  in  perpetual  widowhood. 

and  to  have  understood  stoning  to  be  the  punishment  of  adulterers  in  general  Vide  Selden, 
Ux.  Hebr.  1.  3,  c.  11  and  12. 

2  Levit.  xix.  20.  3  Deut.  xix.  15,  xvii.  6,  and  Numb.  xxxv.  30.  *  Deut.  xxii.  13 — 19. 

5  Ndmb.  V.  II,  &c.  6  Vide  Selden,  ubi  sup.  1.  3,  c.  15,  and  Leon.  Modena,  de' Riti  Hebraici, 
parte  iv.  c.  6.  7  Kor.  c.  2,  p.  23.  8  Ibid.  c.  4,  p.  53  and  57,  &c.  ^  Ibid.  p.  56. 

^0  See  Levit.  xv.  24,  xviii.  19,  and  xx.  18  ;  Exod.  xxi.  8 — ii ;  Deut.  xxi.  10 — 14:  Levit.  xviii. 
and  xx.  n  Abulfed.  Hist.  Gen.  al  Shahrestani,  apud  Poc.  Spec.  p.  321  and  338.  l^  Vide 
Poc.  ibid.  p.  337,  &c.  -3  Cap.  4,  p.  50.  l  Kor.  c.  33.  See  also  c.  66,  and  the  notes 

^here.  2  Kor.  c.  33.     See  the  notes  there.  3  Ibid.  *  Mishna,  tit.  Sanhedr. 

c.  2,  and  Gemar.  in  eund.  tit.  Maimon.  Halachoth  Melachim,  a  x  Vide  Selden,  Ux.  Hebr, 
L  I,  c,  la     Prid.  Life  of  Mah.  p.  118, 
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The  laws  of  the  Koran  concerning  inheritances  are  also  in  several 
respects  conformable  to  those  of  the  Jews,  though  principally  designed 
to  abolish  certain  practices  of  the  pagan  Arabs,  who  used  to  treat 
widows  and  orphan  children  with  great  injustice,  frequently  denying 
them  any  share  in  the  inheritance  of  their  fathers  or  their  husbands, 
on  pretence  that  the  same  ought  to  be  distributed  among  those  only 
who  were  able  to  bear  arms,  and  disposing  of  the  widows,  even  against 
their  consent,  as  part  of  their  husbands'  possessions^  To  prevent  such 
injuries  for  the  future,  Mohammed  ordered  that  women  should  be 
respected,  and  orphans  have  no  wrong  done  them  ;  and  in  particular 
that  women  should  not  be  taken  against  their  wills,  as  by  right  of 
inheritance,  but  should  themselves  be  entitled  to  a  distributive  part  of 
what  their  parents,  husbands,  and  near  relations  should  leave  behind 
them,  in  a  certain  proportion/ 

The  general  rule  to  be  observed  in  the  distribution  of  the  deceased's 
estate  is,  that  a  male  shall  have  twice  as  much  as  a  female  :'  but  to 
this  rule  there  are  some  few  exceptions  ;  a  man's  parents,  for  example, 
and  also  his  brothers  and  sisters,  where  they  are  entitled  not  to  the 
whole,  but  a  small  part  of  the  inheritance,  being  to  have  equal  shares 
with  one  another  in  the  distribution  thereof,  without  making  any 
difference  on  account  of  sex.'  The  particular  proportions,  in  several 
cases,  distinctly  and  sufficiently  declare  the  intention  of  Mohammed  ; 
whose  decisions  expressed  in  the  Koran^  seem  to  be  pretty  equitable, 
preferring  a  man's  children  first,  and  then  his  nearest  relations. 

If  a  man  dispose  of  any  part  of  his  estate  by  will,  two  witnesses,  at  the 
least,  are  required  to  render  the  same  valid ;  and  such  witnesses  ought  to 
be  of  his  own  tribe,  and  of  the  Mohammedan  religion,  if  such  can  be  had.'' 
Though  there  be  no  express  law  to  the  contrary,  yet  the  Mohammedan 
doctors  reckon  it  very  wrong  for  a  man  to  give  away  any  part  of  his 
substance  from  his  family,  unless  it  be  in  legacies  for  pious  uses  ;  and 
even  in  that  case  a  man  ought  not  to  give  all  he  has  in  charity,  but  only 
a  reasonable  part  in  proportion  to  his  substance.  On  the  other  hand, 
though  a  man  make  no  will,  and  bequeath  nothing  for  charitable  uses, 
yet  the  heirs  are  directed,  on  the  distribution  of  the  estate,  if  the  value 
will  permit,  to  bestow  something  on  the  poor,  especially  such  as  are  of 
kin  to  the  deceased,  and  to  the  orphans.^ 

The  first  law,  however,  laid  down  by  Mohammed  touching  inherit- 
ances, was  not  very  equitable  ;  for  he  declared  that  those  who  had  fled 
with  him  from  Mecca,  and  those  who  had  received  and  assisted  him  at 
Medina,  should  be  deemed  the  nearest  of  kin,  and  consequently  heirs 
to  one  another,  preferably  to  and  in  exclusion  of  their  relations  by 
blood  ;  nay,  though  a  man  were  a  true  believer,  yet  if  he  had  not  fled 
his  country  for  the  sake  of  religion  and  joined  the  prophet,  he  was  to 
be  looked  on  as  a  stranger  :*  but  this  law  continued  not  long  in  force, 
being  quickly  abrogated.^ 

It  must  be  observed  that  among  the  Mohammedans  the  children  of 
their  concubines  or  slaves  are  esteemed  as  equally  legitimate  with  those 

^  See  c.  4,  p,  53,  54,  and  56,  and  the  notes  there.     Vide  etiam  Poc.  Spec.  p.  337.  6  Kor. 

c.  4,  ubi  supra.        1  Ibid.  p.  54  and  72.     Vide  Chardin,  Voy.  de  Perse,  t.  2,  p.  293.  2  Kor. 

-  ibid.  p.  54.           3  Ibid,  and  p.  73.          <  Kor.  c  s,  p.  86.           5  Kor.  c.  4^  p.  54.  6  Cap.  8. 
7  Ibid,  and  c.  33 
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of  their  legal  ahd  ingenuous  wives  ;  none  being  accounted  bastards, 
except  such  only  as  are  born  of  common  women,  and  whose  fathers  are 
unknown. 

As  to  private  contracts  between  man  and  man,  the  conscientious  per- 
formance of  them  is  frequently  recommended  in  the  Koran.'  For  the 
preventing  of  disputes,  all  contracts  are  directed  to  be  made  before 
witnesses,'  and  in  case  such  contracts  are  not  immediately  executed, 
the  same  ouglit  to  be  reduced  into  writing  in  the  presence  of  two  wit- 
nesses^ at  least,  who  ought  to  be  Moslems  and  of  the  male  sex  ;  but  if 
two  men  cannot  be  conveniently  had,  then  one  man  and  two  women 
may  suffice.  The  same  method  is  also  directed  to  be  taken  for  the 
security  of  debts  to  be  paid  at  a  future  day  ;  and  where  a  writer  is  not 
to  be  found,  pledges  are  to  be  taken.*  Hence,  if  people  trust  one 
another  without  writing,  witnesses,  or  pledge,  the  party  on  whom  the 
demand  is  made  is  ahvays  acquitted  if  he  denies  the  charge  on  oath, 
and  swears  that  he  owes  the  plaintiff  nothing,  unless  the  contrary  be 
proved  by  very  convincing  circumstances.^ 

Wilful  murder,  though  forbidden  by  the  Koran  under  the  severest 
penalties  to  be  inflicted  in  the  next  life,^  is  yet,  by  the  same  book, 
allowed  to  be  compounded  for,  on  payment  of  a  fine  to  the  family  of 
the  deceased,  and  freeing  a  Moslem  from  captivity ;  but  it  is  in  the 
election  of  the  next  of  kin,  or  the  revenger  of  blood,  as  he  is  called  in 
the  Pentateuch,  either  to  accept  of  such  satisfaction,  or  to  refuse  it ;  for 
he  may,  if  he  pleases,  insist  on  having  the  murderer  delivered  into  his 
hands,  to  be  put  to  death  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  think  fit.'  In  this 
particular  Mohammed  has  gone  against  the  express  letter  of  the  Mosaic 
law,  which  declares  that  no  satisfaction  shall  be  taken  for  the  life  of  a 
murderer  f  and  he  seems,  in  so  doing,  to  have  had  respect  to  the 
customs  of  the  Arabs  in  his  time,  who,  being  of  a  vindictive  temper, 
used  to  revenge  murder  in  too  unmerciful  a  manner,^  whole  tribes 
frequently  engaging  in  bloody  wars  on  such  occasions,  the  natural  con- 
sequence of  their  independency,  and  having  no  common  judge  or 
superior. 

If  the  Mohammedan  laws  seem  light  in  case  of  murder,  they  may 
perhaps  be  deemed  too  rigorous  in  case  of  manslaughter,  or  the  killing 
of  a  man  undesignedly,  which  must  be  redeemed  by  fine  (unless  the 
next  of  kin  shall  think  fit  to  remit  it  out  of  charity),  and  the  freeing  of 
a  captive  :  but  if  a  man  be  not  able  to  do  this,  he  is  to  fast  two  months 
together,  by  way  of  penance.'  The  fine  for  a  man's  blood  is  set  in  the 
Sonna  at  a  hundred  camels,'  and  is  to  be  distributed  among  the  reh- 
tions  of  the  deceased,  according  to  the  laws  of  inheritances  ;  but  it 
must  be  observed  that,  though  the  person  slain  be  a  Moslem,  yet  if  he 
be  of  a  nation  or  party  at  enmity,  or  not  in  confederacy  with  those  to 
whom  the  slayer  belongs,  he  is  not  then  bound  to  pay  any  fine  at  all,  the 
redeeming  a  captive  being,  in  such  case,  declared  a  sufficient  penalty.^    I 

1  Cap.  5,  p.  73  ;  c.  17  ;  c.  2,  p.  31,  &c.  2  Cap.  2,  p.  31.  3  The  same  seems  to 

have  been  lequired  by  the  Jewish  law,  even  in  cases  where  life  was  not  concerned.  See 
Deut.  xix.  15,  ft'atth.  xviii.  16,  John  viii.  17,  2  Cor.  xiii.  i.  ^  Kor.  c.  2,  p.  30,  31.  ^  Vide 
Chardin,  Voy.  ce  Perse,  t.  2,  p.  294,  &c.,  and  the  notes  to  Kor.  c.  5,  p.  86.  •»  Kor.  c.  4,  p.  64. 
7  Cap.  2,  p.  18,  19;  c.  17.  Vide  Chardin,  ubi  sup.  p.  299,  &c.  8  Numb.  xxxv.  31.  *  This 
is  particularly  forbidden  in  the  Koran,  c.  17.  ^  Kor.  c.  4,  p  64.  3  See  the  notes  to  c  37 
'  Kcr.  c.  4,  p.  64. 
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imagine  that  Mohammed,  by  these  regulations,  laid  so  heavy  a  punish- 
ment on  involuntary  manslaughter,  not  only  to  make  people  beware 
incurring  the  same,  but  also  to  humour,  in  some  degree,  the  revengeful 
temper  of  his  countrymen,  which  might  be  with  difficulty,  if  at  all,  pre- 
vailed on  to  accept  a  lighter  satisfaction.  Among  the  Jews,  who  seem 
to  have  been  no  less  addicted  to  revenge  than  their  neighbours,  the 
manslayer  who  had  escaped  to  a  city  of  refuge  was  obliged  to  keep 
himself  within  that  city,  and  to  abide  there  till  the  death  of  the  person 
who  was  high  priest  at  the  time  the  fact  was  committed,  that  his  absence 
and  time  might  cool  the  passion  and  mitigate  the  resentment  of  the 
friends  of  the  deceased  ;  but  if  he  quitted  his  asylum  before  that  time, 
the  revenger  of  blood,  if  he  found  him,  might  kill  him  without  guilt  ;^ 
nor  could  any  satisfaction  be  made  for  the  slayer  to  return  home  before 
the  prescribed  time.^ 

Theft  is  ordered  to  be  punished  by  cutting  off  the  offending  part,  the 
hand,^  which,  at  first  sight,  seems  just  enough  ;  but  the  law  of  Justinian, 
forbidding  a  thief  to  be  maimed,'  is  more  reasonable  ;  because,  stealing 
being  generally  the  effect  of  indigence,  to  cut  off  that  limb  would  be 
to  deprive  him  of  the  means  of  getting  his  livelihood  in  an  honest 
manner.'  The  Sonna  forbids  the  inflicting  of  this  punishment,  unless 
the  thing  stolen  be  of  a  certain  value.  I  have  mentioned  in  another 
place  the  further  penalties  which  those  incur  who  continue  to  steal,  and 
of  those  who  rob  or  assault  people  on  the  road.^ 

As  to  injuries  done  to  men  in  their  persons,  the  law  of  retaliation, 
which  was  ordained  by  the  law  of  Moses,'°  is  also  approved  by  the 
Koran  :'  but  this  law,  which  seems  to  have  been  allowed  by  Moham- 
med to  his  Arabians  for  the  same  reasons  as  it  was  to  the  Jews,  viz.,  to 
prevent  particular  revenges,  to  which  both  nations  were  extremely 
addicted,'  being  neither  strictly  just  nor  practicable  in  many  cases,  is 
seldom  put  in  execution,  the  punishment  being  generally  turned  into  a 
mulct  or  fine,  which  is  paid  to  the  party  injured.^  Or  rather  Mohammed 
designed  the  words  of  the  Koran  relating  thereto  should  be  understood 
in  the  same  manner  as  those  of  the  Pentateuch  most  probably  ought  to 
be  ;  that  is,  not  of  an  actual  retaliation,  according  to  the  strict  literal 
meaning,  but  of  a  retribution  proportionable  to  the  injury  :  for  a  criminal 
had  not  his  eyes  put  out,  nor  was  a  man  mutilated,  according  to  the 
law  of  Moses,  which,  besides,  condemned  those  who  had  wounded  any 
person,  where  death  did  not  ensue,  to  pay  a  fine  only,*  the  expression 
"eye  for  eye  and  tooth  for  tooth"  being  only  a  proverbial  manner  of 
speaking,  the  sense  whereof  amounts  to  this,  that  every  one  shall  be 
punished  by  the  judges  according  to  the  heinousness  of  the  fact.* 

In  injuries  and  crimes  of  an  inferior  nature,  where  no  particular 
punishment  is  provided  by  the  Koran,  and  where  a  pecuniary  compen- 
sation will  not  do,  the  Mohammedans,  according  to  the  practice  of  the 

<  See  Numb.  xxxv.  26,  27,  28.        5  Ibid.  v.  32.        ^  Kor.  c.  5,  p.  78.  Novell.  134,  c.  13. 

8  Vide  Pufendorf,  de  Jure  Nat.  et  Gent.  1.  8,  c.  3,  §  26.  9  See  the  notes  to  c.  5,  p.  78. 

10  Exod.  xxi.  24,  &c.,  Levit.  xxiv.  20,  Deut.  xix.  21.  1  Cap.  5,  p.  79.  2  Vide  Grotium, 

de  Jure  Belli  et  Pacis,  1.  i,  c.  2,  §  8.  3  Vide  Chardin,  t.  2,  p.  299.     The  taiio,  likewise 

established  among  the  old  Romans  by  the  laws  of  the  twelve  tables,  was  not  to  be  inflicted, 
unless  the  delinquent  could  not  agree  with  the  person  injured.  Vide  A.  Gell.  Noct.  Attic.  I.  20, 
c.  I,  and  Festum,  in  voce  Talio.  ^  See  Exod.  xxi.  18,  19,  and  22.  5  Barbeyrac,  in  GroL 
ubi  supra.     Vide  Cleric,  in  Exod.  xxi.  24,  and  Deut.  xix.  21. 
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Jews  in  the  like  case,*  have  recourse  to  stripes  or  drubbing,  the  most 
common  chastisement  used  iri  the  east  at  this  day,  as  well  as  formerly ; 
the  cudgel,  which  for  its  virtue  and  efficacy  in  keeping  their  people  in 
good  order,  and  within  the  bounds  of  duty,  they  say  came  down  from 
heaven,  being  the  instrument  wherewith  the  judge's  sentence  is  gene- 
rally executed.' 

Notwithstanding  the  Koran  is  by  the  Mohammedans  in  general  re- 
garded as  the  fundamental  part  of  their  civil  law,  and  the  decisions  of 
the  Sonna  among  the  Turks,  and  of  the  Imams  among  those  of  the 
Persian  sect,  with  the  explications  of  their  several  doctors,  are  usually 
followed  in  judicial  determinations,  yet  the  secular  tribunals  do  not 
think  themselves  bound  to  observe  the  same  in  all  cases,  but  frequently 
give  judgment  against  those  decisions,  which  are  not  always  consonant 
to  equity  and  reason ;  and  therefore  distinction  is  to  be  made  between 
the  written  civil  law,  as  administered  in  the  ecclesiastical  courts,  and 
the  law  of  nature  or  common  law  (if  I  may  so  call  it)  which  takes 
place  in  the  secular  courts,  and  has  the  executive  power  on  its  side.' 

Under  the  head  of  civil  laws  may  be  comprehended  the  injunction 
of  warring  against  infidels,  which  is  repeated  in  several  passages  of  the 
Koran,"  and  declared  to  be  of  high  merit  in  the  sight  of  GoD,  those 
who  are  slain  fighting  in  defence  of  the  faith  being  reckoned  martyrs, 
and  promised  immediate  admission  into  paradise.^  Hence  this  duty 
is  greatly  magnified  by  the  Mohammedan  divines,  who  call  the  sword 
the  key  of  heaven  and  hell,  and  persuade  their  people  that  the  least 
drop  of  bloou  spilt  in  the  way  of  GOD,  as  it  is  called,  is  most  acceptable 
unto  him,  and  that  the  defending  the  territories  of  the  Moslems  for  one 
night  is  more  meritorious  than  a  fast  of  two  months  :*  on  the  other 
hand,  desertion,  or  refusing  to  serve  in  these  holy  wars,  or  to  contri- 
bute towards  the  carrying  them  on,  if  a  man  has  ability,  is  accounted 
a  most  heinous  crime,  being  frequently  declaimed  against  in  the  Koran.* 
Such  a  doctrine,  which  Mohammed  ventured  not  to  teach  till  his  cir- 
cumstances enabled  him  to  put  it  in  practice,*  it  must  be  allowed,  was 
well  calculated  for  his  purpose,  and  stood  him  and  his  successors  in 
great  stead  :  for  what  dangers  and  difficulties  may  not  be  despised  and 
overcome  by  the  courage  and  constancy  which  these  sentiments  neces- 
sarily inspire."*  Nor  have  the  Jews  and  Christians,  how  much  soever 
they  detest  such  principles  in  others,  been  ignorant  of  the  force  of 
enthusiastic  heroism,  or  omitted  to  spirit  up  their  respective  partisans 
by  the  like  arguments  and  promises.  "  Let  him  who  has  listed  himself 
in  defence  of  the  law,"  says  Maimonides,'  "rely  on  him  who  is  the 
hope  of  Israel,  and  the  saviour  thereof  in  the  time  of  trouble;'  and  let 
him  know  that  he  fights  for  the  profession  of  the  divine  unity:  where- 
fore let  him  put  his  life  in  his  hand,^  and  think  neither  of  wife  nor 
children,  but  banish  the  memory  of  them  from  his  heart,  having  his 
mind  wholly  fixed  on  the  war.  For  if  he  should  begin  to  waver  in  his 
thoughts,  he  would  not  only  confound  himself,  but  sin  against  the  law ; 

6  See  Dent.  xxv.  2,  3.  7  Vide  Grelot,  Voy.  de  Constant,  p.  220,  and  Chardin,  ubi  supra,  p^ 
302.  1  Vide  Chardin,  ubi  supra,  p.  290,  &c.  2  Cap.  22  ;  c.  2,  p.  20 ;  c.  4,  p.  62,  &c.  { 

c.  8  ;  c.  9 ;  c.  47  and  c.  61,  &c.  ^  Cap.  2,  p.  17  ;  c.  3,  p.  47  ;  c.  47  ;  c  61.  •*  Keland. 

de  Jure  Milit.  Moham.  p.  5,  &c.  ^  Vide  c.  9  ;  c.  3,  p.  47,  &c.  «  See  before,  p.  37* 

7  lialach,  Me'achJm,  c  7.  8  Jerem.  xiv.  8.  *  Job  xiii.  14. 
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nay,  the  blood  of  the  whole  people  hangeth  on  his  neck ;  for  if  they 
are  discomfited,  and  he  has  not  fought  stoutly  with  all  his  might,  it  is 
equally  the  same  as  if  he  had  shed  the  blood  of  them  all ;  according 
to  that  saying,  let  him  return,  lest  his  brethren's  heart  fail  as  his  own."' 
To  the  same  purpose  doth  the  Kabala  accommodate  that  other  pas- 
sage, "  Cursed  be  he  who  doth  the  work  of  the  Lord  negligently,  and 
cursed  be  he  who  keepeth  back  his  sword  from  blood.*  On  the 
contrary,  he  who  behaveth  bravely  in  battle,  to  the  utmost  of  his 
endeavour,  without  trembling,  with  intent  to  glorify  God's  name,  he 
ought  to  expect  the  victory  with  confidence,  and  to  apprehend  no  dan- 
ger or  misfortune,  but  may  be  assured  that  he  will  have  a  house  built 
him  in  Israel,  appropriated  to  him  and  his  children  for  ever ;  as  it  is 
said,  God  shall  certainly  make  my  lord  a  sure  house,  because  he  hath 
fought  the  battles  of  the  Lord,  and  his  life  shall  be  bound  up  in  the 
bundle  of  life  with  the  Lord  his  God."^  More  passages  of  this  kind 
might  be  produced  from  the  Jewish  writers  ;  and  the  Christians  come 
not  far  behind  them.  "  We  are  desirous  of  knowing,''  says  one"*  writing 
to  the  Franks  engaged  in  the  holy  war,  "  the  charity  of  you  all ;  for 
that  every  one  (which  we  speak  not  because  we  wish  it)  who  shall 
faithfully  lose  his  life  in  this  warfare,  shall  be  by  no  means  denied  the 
kingdom  of  heaven."  And  another^  gives  the  following  exhortation : 
"  Laying  aside  all  fear  and  dread,  endeavour  to  act  effectually  against 
the  enemies  of  the  holy  faith,  and  the  adversaries  of  all  religions  :  for 
the  Almighty  knoweth,  if  any  of  you  die,  that  he  dieth  for  the  truth  of 
the  faith,  and  the  salvation  of  his  country,  and  the  defence  of  Chris- 
tians ;  and  therefore  he  shall  obtain  of  him  a  celestial  i  eward."  The 
Jews,  indeed,  had  a  divine  commission,  extensive  and  explicit  enough, 
to  attack,  subdue,  and  destroy  the  enemies  of  their  religion  ;  and  Mo- 
hammed pretended  to  have  received  one  in  favour  of  himself  and  his 
Moslems,  in  terms  equally  plain  and  full  ;  and  therefore  it  is  no 
wonder  that  they  should  act  consistently  with  their  avowed  principles  : 
but  that  Christians  should  teach  and  practise  a  doctrine  so  opposite 
to  the  temper  and  whole  tenour  of  the  Gospel,  seems  very  strange  ;  and 
yet  the  latter  have  carried  matters  farther,  and  shown  a  more  violent 
spirit  of  intolerance  than  either  of  the  former. 

The  laws  of  war,  according  to  the  Mohammedans,  have  been  already 
so  exactly  set  down  by  the  learned  Reland,^  that  I  need  say  very  little 
of  them.  I  shall,  therefore,  only  observe  some  conformity  between 
their  military  laws  and  those  of  the  Jews. 

While  Mohammedism  was  in  its  infancy,  the  opposers  thereof  taken 
in  battle  were  doomed  to  death,  without  mercy  ;  but  this  was  judged 
too  severe  to  be  put  in  practice  when  that  religion  came  to  be 
sufficiently  established,  and  past  the  danger  of  being  subverted  by  its 
enemies.*  The  same  sentence  was  pronounced  not  only  against  the 
seven  Canaanitish  nations,'  whose  possessions  were  given  to  the  Israel- 
ites, and  without  whose  destruction,  in  a  manner,  they  could  not  have 
settled  themselves  in  the  country  designed  them,  but  against  the 

I  Deut.  XX.  8.        2  Jerem.  xlviii.  lo.        3  i  Sam,  xxv.  28,  20.        4  Nicolaus,  in  Jure  Canon, 
c.  omnium,  23,  quaest.  5.    _        5  Leo  IV.  ibid.  qua:st.  8.  6  In  his  treatise  De  Jure  Rlilitari 

Mohammedanor.  in  the  third  vol.  of  his  Dissertaliones  Miscellanea;.  1  See  Kor.  c.  47. 

and  the  notes  there  ;  and  c.  4,  p,  64 ;  c.  s,  p.  77.  2  Deut.  xx.  i6— 18. 
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Amalekites'  and  Midianites/  who  had  done  their  utmost  to  cut  them 
off  in  their  passage  thither.  When  the  Mohammedans  declare  war 
against  people  of  a  different  faith,  they  give  them  their  choice  of  three 
offers,  viz.,  either  to  embrace  Mohammedism,  in  which  case  they 
become  not  only  secure  in  their  persons,  families,  and  fortunes,  but 
entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  other  Moslems  ;  or  to  submit  and  pay 
tribute,^  by  doing  which  they  are  allowed  to  profess  their  own  religion, 
provided  it  be  not  gross  idolatry  or  against  the  moral  law  ;  or  else  to 
decide  the  quarrel  by  the  sword,  in  which  last  case,  if  the  Moslems  pre- 
vail, the  women  and  children  which  are  made  captives  become  absolute 
slaves,  and  the  men  taken  in  the  battle  may  either  be  slain,  unless  they 
turn  Mohammedans,  or  otherwise  disposed  of  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
prince.^  Herewith  agree  the  laws  of  war  given  to  the  Jews,  which 
relate  to  the  nations  not  devoted  to  destruction;'  and  Joshua  is  said  to 
have  sent  even  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canaan,  before  he  entered  the 
land,  three  schedules,  in  one  of  which  was  written,  "  Let  him  fly,  who 
will ; "  in  the  second,  "  Let  him  surrender,  who  will ; "  and  in  the  third, 
"  Let  him  fight,  who  will;"*  though  none  of  those  nations  made  peace 
with  the  Israelites  (except  only  the  Gibeonites,  who  obtained  terms  of 
security  by  stratagem,  after  they  had  refused  those  offered  by  Joslma), 
"  it  being  of  the  Lord  to  harden  their  hearts,  that  he  might  destroy 
them  utterly."" 

On  the  first  considerable  success  of  Mohammed  in  war,  the  dispute 
which  happened  among  his  followers  in  relation  to  the  dividing  of  the 
spoil,  rendered  it  necessary  for  him  to  make  some  regulation  therein  ; 
he  therefore  pretended  to  have  received  the  divine  commission  to  dis- 
tribute the  spoil  among  his  soldiers  at  his  own  discretion,'  reserving 
thereout,  in  the  first  place,  one-fifth  part'  for  the  uses  after  mentioned  ; 
and,  in  consequence  hereof,  he  took  himself  to  be  authorized  on  extra- 
ordinary occasions,  to  distribute  it  as  he  thought  fit,  without  observing 
an  equality.  Thus  he  did,  for  example,  with  the  spoil  of  the  tribe  of 
Hawazen  taken  at  the  battle  of  Honein,  which  he  bestowed  by  way  of 
presents  on  the  Meccans  only,  passing  by  those  of  Medina,  and  highly 
distinguishing  the  principal  Korashites,  that  he  might  ingratiate  him- 
self with  them,  after  he  had  become  master  of  their  city.*  He  was  also 
allowed  in  the  expedition  against  those  of  al  Nadir  to  take  the  whole 
booty  to  himself,  and  to  dispose  thereof  as  he  pleased,  because  no  horses 
or  camels  were  made  use  of  in  that  expedition,*  but  the  whole  army 
went  on  foot ;  and  this  became  thenceforward  a  law  >  the  reason  of 
which  seems  to  be,  that  the  spoil  taken  by  a  party  consisting  of  infantry 

3  Ibid.  c.  XXV.  17 — 19.  *  Numb.  xxxi.  17.  ^  See  c.  9,  and  the  notes  there.  6  See 

the  notes  to  c.  47.  ^  Deut.  xx.  10 — 15.  8  Talmud  Hierosol.  apud  Maimonid.  Halach. 
Melachim,  c.  6,  §  5.  R.  Bechai,  ex  lib.  Siphre.  Vide  Selden,  de  Jure  Nat.  et  Gent.  Sec. 
Hebr.  1.  6,  c.  13  and  14  ;  and  Schickardi  Jus  Regium  Hebr.  c.  5,  Theor.  16. 

9  Josh.  xi.  20.  The  Jews,  however,  say  that  the  Girgashites,  believing  they  could  not  escape 
t-he  destruction  with  which  they  were  threatened  by  God,  if  they  persisted  to  defend  them- 
selves, fled  into  Africa  in  great  numbers.  (Vide  Talm.  Hieros.  ubi  sup.)  And  this  is  assigned 
as  the  reason  why  the  Girgashites  are  not  mentioned  among  the  other  Canaaiiitish  nations  who 
assembled  to  fight  against  Joshua  (Josh.  ix.  i),  and  who  were  doomed  to  utter  extirpation 
(Deut.  XX.  17).  But  it  is  observable,  that  the  Girgashites  are  not  omitted  by  the  Septu.igint 
in  either  of  those  texts,  and  that  their  name  appears  in  the  latter  of  them  in  the  Samaritan 
Pentateuch :  they  are  also  joined  with  the  other  Canaanites  as  having  fought  against  Israel,  in 
Josh.  xxiv.  II.  1  Kor.  c.  8.  3  Ibid.  3  Abulfed.  in  Vit.  Moli.  p.   118,  &c.     Vide 

Kor.  c  9,  and  the  notes  there.  *  Kor.  c  S9.  see  the  notes  there.  '  Vide  Abulfed.  ubi 

su.p.  p.  91. 
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only,  should  be  considered  as  the  more  immediate  gift  of  God,*  and 
therefore  properly  left  to  the  disposition  of  his  apostle.  According  to 
the  Jews,  the  spoil  ought  to  be  divided  into  two  equal  parts,  one  to  be 
shared  among  the  captors,  and  the  other  to  be  taken  by  the  prince,' 
and  by  him  employed  for  his  own  support  and  the  use  of  the  public. 
Moses,  It  is  true,  divided  one-half  of  the  plunder  of  the  Midianites 
among  those  who  went  to  battle,  and  the  other  half  among  all  the  con- 
gregation •?  but  this,  they  say,  being  a  peculiar  case,  and  done  by  the 
express  order  of  GOD  himself,  must  not  be  looked  on  as  a  precedent.' 
It  should  seem,  however,  from  the  words  of  Joshua  to  the  tvv^o  tribes  and 
a  half,  when  he  sent  them  home  into  Gilead  after  the  conquest  and  divi- 
sion of  the  land  of  Canaan,  that  they  were  to  divide  the  spoil  of  their 
enemies  with  their  brethren,  after  their  return  :'°  and  the  half  which 
was  in  succeeding  times  taken  by  the  king,  was  in  all  probability  taken 
by  him  as  head  of  the  community,  and  representing  the  whole  body. 
It  is  remarkable  that  the  dispute  among  Mohammed's  men  about  shar- 
ing the  booty  at  Bedr,"  arose  on  the  same  occasion  as  did  that  among 
David's  soldiers  in  relation  to  the  spoils  recovered  from  the  Amalekites  ;' 
those  who  had  been  in  the  action  insisting  that  they  who  tarried  by  the 
stuff  should  have  no  part  of  the  spoil ;  and  that  the  same  decision  was 
given  in  both  cases,  which  became  a  law  for  the  future,  to  wit,  that  they 
should  part  alike. 

The  fifth  part  directed  by  the  Koran  to  be  taken  out  of  the  spoil 
before  it  be  divided  among  the  captors,  is  declared  to  belong  to  God, 
and  to  the  apostle  and  his  kindred,  and  the  orphans,  and  the  poor,  and 
the  traveller  :'  which  words  are  variously  understood.  Al  Shafei  was 
of  opinion  that  the  whole  ought  to  be  divided  into  five  parts  ;  the  first, 
which  he  called  God's  part,  to  go  to  the  treasury,  and  be  employed  in 
building  and  repairing  fortresses,  bridges,  and  other  public  works,  and 
in  paying  salaries  to  magistrates,  civil  officers,  professors  of  learning, 
ministers  of  public  worship,  &c.  :  the  second  part  to  be  distributed 
among  the  kindred  of  Mohammed,  that  is,  the  descendants  of  his 
grandfather  Hashem,  and  of  his  great-uncle  al  Motalleb,^  as  well  the 
rich  as  the  poor,  the  children  as  the  adult,  the  women  as  the  men ;  ob- 
serving only  to  give  a  female  but  half  the  share  of  a  male  :  the  third  part 
to  go  to  the  orphans :  the  fourth  part  to  the  poor,  who  have  not  where- 
withal to  maintain  themselves  the  year  round,  and  are  not  able  to  get 
their  livelihood  :  and  the  fifth  part  to  travellers,  who  are  in  want  on  the 
road,  notwithstanding  they  may  be  rich  men  in  their  own  country.* 
According  to  Malec  Ebn  Ans  the  whole  is  at  the  disposition  of  the 
Imam  or  prince,  who  may  distribute  the  same  at  his  own  discretion, 
where  he  sees  most  need.^  Abu'l  Aliya  wen  according  to  the  letter  of 
the  Koran,  and  declared  his  opinion  to  be  that  the  whole  should  be  di- 
vided into  six  parts,  and  that  God's  part  should  be  applied  to  the  service 
of  the  Caaba:  while  others  supposed  God's  part  and  the  apostle's  to  be 
one  and  the  same.*  Abu  Hanifa  thought  that  the  share  ofMohammed 
and  his  kindred  sank  at  that  prophet's  death,  since  which  the  whole 

6  Vide  Kor.  c.  59,  ubi  supra.  7  Gemar.  Babyl.  ad  tit.  Sanhc-dr.  c.  2.      Vide  Seldsn,  de 

Jure  Nat.  et  Gent.  Sec.  Hebr.lib.  6,  c.  16.  8  Numb.  xxxi.  27.  9  Vide  Maim.  Halach. 

Melach.  c.  4. '  10  Josh,  xi'ii.  8.  n  See  Kor.  c.  8,  and  the  notes  there.  1  i  San\ 

XXX.  21 — 25.  2  Kor.  c.  8.  3  Note,  al  Shafei  himself  was  descended  from  thi.s  latter. 

*  Al  Beid.     Vide  Reland.  de  Jure  Miiit.  Moham.  p.  42,  &c.         ^  Idem.        6  Idem. 
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ought  to  be  divided  among  the  orphans,  the  poor,  and  the  traveller.' 
Some  insist  that  the  kindred  of  Mohammed  entitled  to  a  share  of  the 
spoils  are  the  posterity  of  Hashem  only  ;  but  those  who  think  the 
descendants  of  his  brother  al  Motalleb  have  also  a  right  to  a  distribu- 
tive part,  allege  a  tradition  in  their  favour  purporting  that  Mohammed 
himself  divided  the  share  belonging  to  his  relations  among  both  families, 
and  when  Othman  Ebn  Assan  and  Jobeir  Ebn  Matdm  (who  were  de- 
scended from  Abdshams  and  Nawfal  the  other  brothers  of  Hashem)  told 
him,  that  though  they  disputed  not  the  preference  of  the  Hashemi tes, 
they  could  not  help  taking  it  ill  to  see  such  difference  made  between 
the  family  of  al  Motalleb  and  themselves,  who  were  related  to  him  in 
an  equal  degree,  and  yet  had  no  part  in  the  distribution,  the  prophet 
replied  that  the  descendants  of  al  Motalleb  had  forsaken  him  neither 
in  the  time  of  ignorance,  nor  since  the  revelation  of  I  slim  ;  and  joined 
his  fingers  together  in  token  of  the  strict  union  between  them  and  the 
Hashemites.^  Some  exclude  none  of  the  tribe  of  Koreish  from  receiving 
a  part  in  the  division  of  the  spoil,  and  make  no  distinction  between  the 
poor  and  the  rich  ;  though,  according  to  the  more  reasonable  opinion, 
such  of  them  as  are  poor  only  are  intended  by  the  text  of  the  Koran,  as 
is  agreed  in  the  case  of  the  stranger  :  and  others  go  so  far  as  to  assert 
that  the  whole  fifth  commanded  to  be  reserved  belongs  to  them  only, 
and  that  the  orphans,  and  the  poor,  and  the  traveller,  are  to  be  under- 
stood of  such  as  are  of  that  tribe.'  It  must  be  observed  that  immovable 
possessions,  as  lands,  &c.,  taken  in  war,  are  subject  to  the  same  laws 
as  the  movable  ;  excepting  only  that  the  fifth  part  of  the  former  is  not 
actually  divided,  but  the  income  and  profits  thereof,  or  of  the  price! 
thereof,  if  sold,  are  applied  to  public  and  pious  uses,  and  distributed! 
once  a  year,  and  that  the  prince  may  either  take  the  fifth  part  of  the  j 
land  itself,  or  the  fifth  part  of  the  income  and  produce  of  the  whole,  as^ 
he  shall  make  his  election. 


SECTION   VII. 

OF  THE  MONTHS  COMMANDED  BY  THE  KORAN  TO  BE  KEPT 
SACRED  ;  AND  OF  THE  SETTING  APART  OF  FRIDAY  FOR  THE 
ESPECIAL  SERVICE  OF  GOD. 


I 


T  was  a  custom  among  the  ancient  Arabs  to  observe  four  months 
in  the  year  as  sacred,  during  which  they  held  it  unlawful  to  wage 
war,  and  took  off  the  heads  from  their  spears,  ceasing  from  incursions 
and  other  hostilities.  During  those  months  whoever  was  in  fear  of  his 
enemy  lived  in  full  security  ;  so  that  if  a  man  met  the  murderer  of  h 


Idem.        8  Idem.        '  Idem. 
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father  or  his  brother,  he  durst  not  offer  him  any  violence  :'  K  great 
argument,"  says  a  learned  writer,  "of  a  humane  disposition  in  that 
nation  ;  who  being  by  reason  of  the  independent  governments  of  their 
several  tribes,  and  for  the  preservation  of  their  just  rights,  exposed  to 
frequent  quarrels  with  one  another,  had  yet  learned  to  cool  their 
inflamed  breasts  with  moderation,  and  restrain  the  rage  of  war  by 
stated  times  of  truce."' 

This  institution  obtained  among  all  the  Arabian  tribes,  except  only 
those  of  Tay  and  Khathdam,  and  some  of  the  descendants  of  A! 
Hareth  Ebn  Caab  (who  distinguished  no  time  or  place  as  sacred),^  and 
was  so  religiously  observed,  that  there  are  but  few  instances  in  history 
(four,  say  some,  six,  say  others),*  of  its  having  been  transgressed  ;  the 
wars  which  were  carried  on  without  regard  thereto  being  therefore 
termed  impious.  One  of  those  instances  was  in  the  war  between  the 
tribes  of  Koreish  and  Kais  Ailan,  wherein  Mohammed  himself  served 
under  his  uncles,  being  then  fourteen,^  or,  as  others  say,  twenty^  years 
old. 

The  months  which  the  Arabs  held  sacred  were  al  Moharram,  Rajeb, 
Dhu'lkaada,  and  Dhu'lhajja  ;  the  first,  the  seventh,  the  eleventh,  and 
the  twelfth  in  the  year.'  Dhu'lhajja  being  the  month  wherein  they  per- 
formed the  pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  not  only  that  month,  but  also  the 
preceding  and  the  following,  were  for  that  reason  kept  inviolable,  that 
every  one  might  safely  and  without  interruption  pass  and  repass  to  and 
from  the  festival.^  Rajeb  is  said  to  have  been  more  strictly  observed 
than  any  of  the  other  three,'  probably  because  in  that  month  the  pagan 
Arabs  used  to  fast ;'°  Ramadan,  which  was  afterwards  set  apart  by 
Mohammed  for  that  purpose,  being  in  the  time  of  ignorance  dedicated 
to  drinking  in  excess."  By  reason  of  the  profound  peace  and  security 
enjoyed  in  this  month,  one  part  of  the  provisions  brought  by  the 
caravans  of  purveyors  annually  set  out  by  the  Koreish  for  the  supply 
of  Metca,"  was  distributed  among  the  people  ;  the  other  part  being, 
for  the  like  reason,  distributed  at  the  pilgrimage.' 

The  observance  of  the  aforesaid  months  seemed  so  reasonable  to 
Mohammed,  that  it  met  with  his  approbation ;  and  the  same  is  accord- 
ingly confirmed  and  enforced  by  several  passages  of  the  Koran,'  which 
forbid  war  to  be  waged  during  those  months  against  such  as  acknow- 
ledge them  to  be  sacred,  but  grant,  at  the  same  time,  full  permission  to 
attack  those  who  make  no  such  distinction,  in  the  sacred  months  as 
well  as  in  the  profane.^ 

One  practice,  however,  of  the  pagan  Arabs,  in  relation  to  these  sacred 

1  Al  Kazwini,  apud  Golium  in  notis  ad  Alfrag.  p.  4,  &c.  Al  Shahrestani,  apud  Poc.  Spec. 
p.  311.  Al  Jawhari,  al  Firauzab.  2  Golius,  ubi  supra,  p.  5.  3  Al  Shahrestani,  ubi  supra. 
See  before,  p.  95.  4  Al  Mogholtai".  5  Abulteda,  Vit.  Moh.  p.  11.  6  Al  Kodai,  al  Firauz. 
apud  Poc.  Spec.  p.  174.     Al  Mogholtai  mentions  both  opinions.  7  Mr.  Bayle  (Diet.  Hist, 

et  Crit.  Art.  la  Mecque,  Rem.  F.)  accuses  Dr.  Prideaux  of  an  inconsistency  for  saying  in  one 
place  (Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  64)  that  these  sacred  months  were  the  first,  the  seventh,  the  eleventh, 
and  the  twelfth,  and  intimating  in  another  place  (ibid.  p.  89)  that  three  of  them  were  contiguous. 
But  this  must  be  mere  absence  of  mind  in  Mr  Bayle  ;  for  are  not  the  eleventh,  the  twelfth,  and 
the  first  months  contiguous?  The  two  learned  professors,  Golius  and  Reiand,  have  also  made 
a  small  slip  in  speaking  of  these  sacred  months,  which,  they  tell  us,  are  the  two  first  and  the 
two  last  in  the  year.  Vide  GoRi  Lex.  Arab.  col.  601,  and  Reiand.  de  Jure  Milit.  Mohammed- 
anor.  p.  5.        8  Vide  Go!,  in  Alfrag.  p.  9.  9  Vide  ibid.  p.  6.  10  Al  Makrizi,  apud  Poc 

ubi  supra.  11  Idem,  and  Auctor  Neshk  al  Azhar,  ibid.  12  gee  Kor.  c.  106.  1  A 

Edrisi  apud  Poc.  Specim.  p.  127.      2  Cap.  9 ;  c.  2,  p.  20 ;  c.  5,  p.  73  ;  c.  5,  p.  85,  &c.  *  Cap. 

9 ;  c  a,  p  JO. 
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months,  Mohammed  thought  proper  to  reform :  for  some  of  them, 
weary  of  sitting  quiet  for  three  months  together,  and  eager  to  make 
their  accustomed  incursions  for  plunder,  used,  by  way  of  expedient, 
whenever  it  suited  their  inchnations  or  conveniency,  to  put  off  the 
observing  of  al  Moharram  to  the  following  month  Safar,*  thereby  avoid- 
ing to  keep  the  former,  which  they  supposed  it  lawful  for  them  to  pro- 
fane, provided  they  sanctified  another  month  in  lieu  of  it,  and  gave 
public  notice  thereof  at  the  preceding  pilgrimage.  This  transferring 
the  observation  of  a  sacred  month  to  a  profane  month,  is  what  is  truly 
meant  by  the  Arabic  word  al  Nasi,  and  is  absolutely  condemned,  and 
declared  to  be  an  impious  innovation,  in  a  passage  of  the  Korans  which 
Dr.  Prideaux,*  misled  by  Golius,'  imagines  to  relate  to  the  prolonging 
of  the  year,  by  adding  an  intercalary  month  thereto.  It  is  true,  the 
Arabs,  who  imitated  the  Jews  in  their  manner  of  computing  by  lunar 
years,  had  also  learned  their  method  of  reducing  them  to  solar  years, 
by  intercalating  a  month  sometimes  in  the  third,  and  sometimes  in  the 
second  year  f  by  which  means  they  fixed  the  pilgrimage  of  Mecca 
(contrary  to  the  original  institution)  to  a  certain  season  of  the  )'ear, 
viz.,  to  autumn,  as  most  convenient  for  the  pilgrims,  by  reason  of  the 
temperateness  of  the  weather,  and  the  plenty  of  provisions ;'  and  it  is 
also  true  that  Mohammed  forbade  such  intercalation  by  a  passage  in 
the  same  chapter  of  the  Koran ;  but  then  it  is  not  the  passage  above 
mentioned,  which  prohibits  a  different  thing,  but  one  a  little  before  it, 
wherein  the  number  of  months  in  the  year,  according  to  the  ordinance 
of  God,  is  declared  to  be  twelve;'"  whereas,  if  the  intercalation  of  a 
month  were  allowed,  every  third  or  second  year  would  consist  of 
thirteen,  contrary  to  God's  appointment. 

The  setting  apart  of  one  day  in  the  week  for  the  more  peculiar 
attendance  on  God's  worship,  so  strictly  required  by  the  Jewish  and 
Christian  religions,  appeared  to  Mohammed  to  be  so  proper  an  institu- 
tion, that  he  could  not  but  imitate  the  professors  thereof  in  that  parti- 
cular; though,  for  the  sake  of  distinction,  he  might  think  himself 
obliged  to  order  his  followers  to  observe  a  different  day  from  either. 
Several  reasons  are  given  why  the  sixth  day  of  the  week  was  pitched 
on  for  this  purpose;'  but  Mohammed  seems  to  have  preferred  that  day 
chiefly  because  it  was  the  day  on  which  the  people  used  to  be  assembled 
long  before  his  time,'  though  such  assemblies  were  had,  perhaps,  rather 
on  a  civil  than  a  religious  account.  However  it  be,  the  Mohammedan 
writers  bestow  very  extraordinary  encomiums  on  this  day,  calling  it  the 
prince  of  days,  and  the  most  excellent  day  on  which  the  sun  rises  ■,^  pre- 
tending also  that  it  will  be  the  day  whereon  the  last  judgment  will 
be  solemnized;*  and  they  esteem  it  a  peculiar  honour  to  Islam,  that 
God  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  this  day  to  be  the  feast-day  of 
the  Moslems,  and  granted  them  the  advantage  of  having  first  ob- 
served it. 5 

Though  the  Mohammedans  do  not  think  themselves  bound  to  keep 
their  day  of  public  worship  so  holy  as  the  Jews  and  Christians  are  cer- 

*  See  the  notes  to  c.  9,  ubi  sup.  '  Cap.  9,  ibid.        '  Life  of  Mah.  p.  66.  7  In  Alfrag. 

p.  12.  *  See  Prid.  Preface  to  the  fiist  vol.  of  his  Connect,  p.  vi.,  &c.  ^  Vide  Gol.  ubi 

supra.  iO  Kor.  c.  9.     See  also  c.  2,  p.  20.  1  See  c.  63,  and  the  notev"  there.  2  Al 

Beidawi.  3  Ebn  al  Athir  et  al  Ghaiali,  apad  Poc  Spec.  p.  317.  <  Vide  Ibid.  '  AJ 

Ghazali,  ibid. 
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tainly  obliged  to  keep  theirs,  there  being  a  permission,  as  is  gene- 
rally supposed,  in  the  Koran,^  allowing  them  to  return  to  their  em- 
ployments or  diversion  after  divine  service  is  over ;  yet  the  more  devout 
disapprove  the  applying  of  any  part  of  that  day  to  worldly  affairs, 
and  require  it  to  be  wholly  dedicated  to  the  business  of  the  life  to 
come.' 

Since  I  have  mentioned  the  Mohammedan  weekly  feast,  I  beg  leave 
just  to  take  notice  of  their  two  Beirams,^  or  principal  annual  feasts. 
The  first  of  them  is  called,  in  Arabic,  Id  al  fetr,  z>.,  The  feast  oj 
b7'safzi7ig  the  fast,  and  begins  the  first  of  Shawal,  immediately  suc- 
ceeding the  fast  of  Ramadan  ;  and  the  other  is  called  Id  al  korban, 
or  Id  al  adha,  i.e.^  The  feast  of  the  sacrifice^  and  begins  en  the  tenth 
of  Dhu'ihajja,  when  the  victims  are  slain  at  the  pilgrimage  of 
Mecca.9  The  former  of  these  feasts  is  properly  the  lesser  Beiram, 
and  the  latter,  the  greater  Beiram  :'  but  the  vulgar,  and  most  authors 
who  have  written  of  the  Mohammedan  affairs,'  exchange  the  epithets, 
and  call  that  which  follows  Ramadan  the  greater  Beiram,  because  it  is 
observed  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  and  kept  for  three  days  together 
at  Constantinople  and  in  other  parts  of  Turkey,  and  in  Persia  for  five 
or  six  days,  by  the  common  people,  at  least,  with  great  demonstrations 
of  public  joy,  to  make  themselves  amends,  as  it  were,  for  the  mortifica- 
tion of  the  preceding  month  \^  whereas,  the  feast  of  sacrifices,  though  it 
be  also  kept  for  three  days,  and  the  first  of  them  be  the  most  solemn 
day  of  the  pilgrimage,  the  principal  act  of  devotion  among  the  Moham- 
medans is  taken  much  less  notice  of  by  the  generality  of  people,  who 
are  not  struck  therewith,  because  the  ceremonies  with  which  the  same 
is  observed  are  performed  at  Mecca,  the  only  scere  of  that  solemnity. 


SECTION    VIII. 

OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  SECTS  AMONG  THE  MOHAMMEDANS  ;  AND  OF 
THOSE  WHO  HAVE  PRETENDED  TO  PROPHECY  AMONG  THE 
ARABS,   IN  OR   SINCE  THE  TIME  OF  MOHAMMED. 

t>EFORE  we  take  a  view  of  the  sects  of  the  Mohammedans,  it  will 
■L^     be  necessary  to  say  something  of  the  two  sciences  by  which  all 

disputed  questions  among  them  are  determined,  viz.,  their  Scholastic 

and  Practical  Divinity. 

Their  scholastic  divinity  is  a  mongrel  science,  consisting  of  logical, 

metaphysical,  theological,  and  philosophical  disquisitions,  and  built  on 

8  Cap.  63,  ubi  supra.       7  Al  Ghazali,  ubi  sup.  p.  318.       8  The  word  Beiram  Is  Turkish,  and 
properly  signifies  a  feast-day  or  holiday.  ^  See  c.   9,  and   before.   Sect.   IV.  p.  a^^ 

\  Vide  Reland.  de  Rehg.  Moh.  p.  109,  and  D'Herbel.  Bibl.  Orient.  Art.  Beirain.  2  Hyde, 

in  notis  ad   Bobov.  p.  16  ;   Chardin,  Voy.  de  Perse,  torn.  ii.  p.  450 ;  Ricaut's   State  of   the 
Ottoman  Empire,  1.  2.  c.  34:  &c-        ^  Vide  Chardin  and  Ricaut,  ubi  supra. 
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principles  and  methods  of  reasoning  very  different  from  what  are  used 
by  those  who  pass  among  the  Mohammedans  themselves  for  the 
sounder  divines  or  more  able  philosophers,'  and,  therefore,  in  the  par- 
tition of  the  sciences  this  is  generally  left  out,  as  unworthy  a  place 
among  them.'  The  learned  Maimonides^  has  laboured  to  expose  the 
principles  and  systems  of  the  scholastic  divines,  as  frequently  repugnant 
to  the  nature  of  the  world  and  the  order  of  the  creation,  and  intolerably 
absurd. 

This  art  of  handling  religious  disputes  was  not  known  in  the  infancy 
of  Mohammedism,  but  was  brought  in  when  sects  sprang  up,  and 
articles  of  religion  began  to  be  called  in  question,  and  was  at  first  made 
use  of  to  defend  the  truth  of  those  articles  against  innovators  ;'  and 
while  it  keeps  within  those  bounds  is  allowed  to  be  a  commendable 
study,  being  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  faith  :  but  when  it  pro- 
ceeds farther,  out  of  an  itch  of  disputation,  it  is  judged  worthy  of 
censure. 

This  is  the  opinion  of  al  Ghazali,*  who  observes  a  medium  between 
those  who  have  too  high  a  value  for  this  science,  and  those  who  abso- 
lutely reject  it.  Among  the  latter  was  al  Shafei,  who  declared  that,  in 
his  judgment,  if  any  man  employed  his  time  that  way,  he  deserved  to 
be  fixed  to  a  stake,  and  carried  about  through  all  the  Arab  tribes,  with 
the  following  proclamation  to  be  made  before  him  :  "  This  is  the  re- 
ward of  him  who,  leaving  the  Koran  and  the  Sonna,  applied  himself  to 
the  study  of  scholastic  divinity."^  Al  Ghazali,  on  the  other  hand,  thinks 
that  as  it  was  introduced  by  the  invasion  of  heresies,  it  is  necessary  to 
be  retained  in  order  to  quell  them  :  but  then  in  the  person  who  studies 
this  science  he  requires  three  things,  dihgence,  acuteness  of  judgment, 
and  probity  of  manners  ;  and  is  by  no  means  for  suffering  the  same  to 
be  publicly  explained.'^  This  science,  therefore,  among  the  Mohamme- 
dans, is  the  art  of  controversy,  by  which  they  discuss  points  of  faith 
concerning  the  essence  and  attributes  of  GOD,  and  the  conditions  of  all 
possible  things,  either  in  respect  to  their  creation,  or  final  restoration, 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  religion  of  Islam.^ 

The  other  science  is  practical  divinity  or  jurisprudence,  and  is  the 
knowledge  of  the  decisions  of  the  law  which  regard  practice,  gathered 
from  distinct  proofs. 

Al  Ghazali  declares  that  he  had  much  the  same  opinion  of  this 
science  as  of  the  former,  its  original  being  owing  to  the  corrruption  of 
religion  and  morality ;  and  therefore  judged  both  sciences  to  be 
necessary,  not  in  themselves,  but  by  accident  only,  to  curb  the  irregular 
imaginations  and  passions  of  mankind  (as  guards  become  necessary  in 
the  highways  by  reason  of  robbers),  the  end  of  the  first  being  the  sup- 
pressing of  heresies,  and  of  the  other  the  decision  of  legal  controversies, 
for  the  quiet  and  peaceable  living  of  mankind  in  this  world,  and  for  the 
preserving  the  rule  by  which  the  magistrate  may  prevent  one  man 
from  injuring  another,  by  declaring  what  is  lawful  and  what  is  unlaw- 
ful, by  determining  the  satisfaction  to  be  given,  or  punishment  to  be 

1  Poc.  Spec.  p.  196.  2  Apud  Ebn  Sina,  in  Libello  de  Divisione  Scientiar,  et  NasiroMdin 

al  Tusi,  in  Prscfat.  ad  Ethic.  3  More  Nevoch.  1.  i,  c.  71  and  73.  1  Al  GhazAli,  apud  Poc 
ubi  supra.  2  \\j\,\.  3  Vide  Poc.  ibid.  p.  197.  *  Al  Ghaz£li,  ibid.  *  Ebn  al  Ko&si 
apud  eund.  ibid.  p.  198. 
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inflicted,  and  by  regulating  other  outward  actions ;  and  not  only  so, 
but  to  decide  of  religion  itself,  and  its  conditions,  so  far  as  relates  to 
the  profession  made  by  the  mouth,  it  not  being  the  business  of  the 
civilian  to  inquire  into  the  heart :'  the  depravity  of  men's  manners, 
however,  has  made  this  knowledge  of  the  laws  so  very  requisite,  that  it 
is  usually  called  the  Science,  by  way  of  excellence,  nor  is  any  man 
reckoned  learned  who  has  not  applied  himself  thereto.' 

The  points  of  faith,  subject  to  the  examination  and  discus'^ion  of  the 
scholastic  divines,  are  reduced  to  four  general  heads,  which  they  call 
the  four  bases,  or  great  fundamental  articles.^ 

The  first  basis  relates  to  the  attributes  of  GOD,  and  his  unity  con- 
sistent therewith.  Under  this  head  are  comprehended  the  questions 
concerning  the  eternal  attributes,  which  are  asserted  by  some,  and 
denied  by  others  ;  and  also  the  explication  of  the  essential  attributes, 
and  attributes  of  action  ;  what  is  proper  for  GOD  to  do,  and  what  may 
be  affirmed  of  him,  and  what  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  do.  These 
things  are  controverted  between  the  Ashdrians,  the  Keramians,  the 
Mojassemians  or  Corporalists,  and  the  Motazalites.* 

The  second  basis  regards  predestination,  and  the  justice  thereof : 
which  comprises  the  questions  concerning  God's  purpose  and  decree, 
man's  compulsion  or  necessity  to  act,  and  his  co-operation  in  producing 
actions,  by  which  he  may  gain  to  himself  good  or  evil ;  and  also  those 
which  concern  GoD's  willing  good  and  evil,  and  what  things  are  sub- 
iect  to  his  power,  and  what  to  his  knowledge  ;  some  maintaining  the 
affirmative,  and  others  the  negative.  These  points  are  disputed  among 
the  Kadarians,  the  Najarians,  the  Jabarians,  the  Ashdrians,  and  the 
Keramians.5 

The  third  basis  concerns  the  promises  and  threats,  the  precise 
acceptation  of  names  used  in  divinity,  and  the  divine  decisions  ;  and 
comprehends  questions  relating  to  faith,  repentance,  promises,  threats, 
forbearance,  infidelity,  and  error.  The  controversies  under  this  head 
are  on  foot  between  the  Morgians,  the  Waidians,  the  Mdtazalites,  the 
Ashdrians,  and  the  Keramians.' 

The  fourth  basis  regards  history  and  reason,  that  is,  the  just  weight 
they  ought  to  have  in  matters  belonging  to  faith  and  religion  ;  and  also 
the  mission  of  prophets,  and  the  office  of  Imam,  or  chief  pontiff. 
Under  this  head  are  comprised  all  casuistical  questions  relating  to  the 
moral  beauty  or  turpitude  of  actions  ;  inquiring  whether  things  are 
allowed  or  forbidden  by  reason  of  their  own  nature,  or  by  the  positive 
law ;  and  also  questions  concerning  the  preference  of  actions,  the  favour 
or  grace  of  God,  the  innocence  which  ought  to  attend  the  prophetical 
office,  and  the  conditions  requisite  in  the  office  of  Imam  ;  some  assert- 
ing it  depends  on  right  of  succession,  others  on  the  consent  of  the 
faithful ;  and  also  the  method  of  transferring  it  with  the  former,  and  of 
confirming  it  with  the  latter.  These  matters  are  the  subjects  of  dis- 
pute between  the  Shiites,  the  Mdtazalites,  the  Keramians,  and  the 
Ashdrians.' 

The  different  sects  of  Mohammedans  may  be  distinguished  into  two 

1  Al  Ghazali.     Vide  ibid.  p.  198—204.  2  Vide  ibid.  p.  204.  3  Vide  Abulfarag,  Hist 

Dynast,  p.  166.  4  Al  Shahrestani,  apud  Poc,  ubi.  sup.  p.  204,  &a  5  Idem,  ibid.  p.  205. 
^  Idem,  ibid.  p.  206.        2  Idem,  ibid. 
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iorts  ;  those  generally  esteemed  orthodox,  and  those  which  are  esteemed 
heretical. 

The  former,  by  a  general  name,  are  called  Sonnites  or  Tradition ists  ; 
because  they  acknowledge  the  authority  of  the  Sonna,  or  collection  of 
moral  traditions  of  the  sayings  and  actions  of  their  prophet,  which  is  a 
sort  of  supplement  to  the  Koran,  directing  the  observance  of  several 
things  omitted  in  that  book,  and  in  name,  as  well  as  design,  answering 
to  the  Mishna  of  the  Jews.' 

The  Sonnites  are  subdivided  into  four  chief  sects,  which,  notwith- 
standing some  differences  as  to  legal  conclusions  in  their  interpretation 
of  the  Koran,  and  matters  of  practice,  are  generally  acknowledged  to 
be  orthodox  in  radicals,  or  matters  of  faith,  and  capable  of  salvation, 
and  have  each  of  them  their  several  stations  or  oratories  in  the  temple 
of  Mecca,*  The  founders  ot  these  sects  are  looked  upon  as  the  great 
masters  of  jurisprudence,  and  are  said  to  have  been  men  of  great  devo- 
tion and  seli'-denial,  well  versed  in  the  knowledge  of  those  things  which 
belong  to  the  next  life  and  to  man's  right  conduct  here,  and  directing 
all  their  knowledge  to  the  glor}'  of  GOD.  This  is  al  Ghazali's  encomium 
oi*  ♦^hem,  who  thinks  it  derogatory'  to  their  honour  that  their  names 
should  be  used  by  those  who,  neglecting  to  imitate  the  other  virtues 
which  make  up  their  character,  apply  themselves  only  to  attain  their 
skill,  and  follow  their  opinions  in  matters  of  legal  practice.* 

The  first  of  the  four  orthodox  sects  is  that  of  the  Hanefites,  so  named 
from  their  founder,  Abu  Hanifa  al  Noman  Ebn  Thabet,  who  was  bom 
at  Cufa,  in  \\\?,  8clh  year  of  the  Hejra,  and  died  in  the  150th,  according 
to  the  m.ore  p!"eferable  opinion  as  to  the  time.^  He  ended  his  life  in 
prison  at  Baghdad,  where  he  had  been  confined  because  he  refused  to 
be  made  Kadi  or  judge  ;'  on  which  account  he  was  ver>'  hardly  dealt 
with  by  his  superiors,  yet  could  not  be  prevailed  on,  either  by  threats 
or  ill-treatment,  to  undertake  the  charge,  "  choosing  rather  to  be 
punished  by  them  than  by  GOD,"  says  Al  Ghazali ;  who  adds,  that 
when  he  excused  himself  from  accepting  the  office  by  alleging  that  he 
v.-as  unfit  for  it,  being  asked  the  reason,  he  replied,  "  If  I  speak  the 
truth,  I  am  unfit ;  but  if  I  tell  a  lie,  a  liar  is  not  fit  to  be  a  judge."  It 
is  said  that  he  read  the  Koran  in  the  prison  where  he  died,  no  less 
than  7,000  times.* 

The  Hanefites  are  called  by  an  Arabian  \^Titer5  the  followers  of  reason, 
and  those  of  the  three  other  sects,  followers  of  tradition  ;  the  former 
being  principally  guided  by  their  own  judgment  in  their  decisions,  and 
the  latter  adhering  more  tenaciously  to  the  traditions  of  Mohammed. 

The  sect  of  Abu  Hanifa  heretofore  obtained  chiefly  in  Irak,*  but  now 
generally  prevails  among  the  Turks  and  Tartars  :  his  doctrine  was 
brought  into  great  credit  by  Abu  Yusof,  chief  justice  under  the  Khalifs 
al  Hadi  and  Harun  al  Rashid.' 

3  Vid?  Poc.  Spec.  p.  298.  Prid.  Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  51,  &c  Reland.  de  Rel.  Moh.  p.  6S, 
&c.  Millium,  de  Mohammedismo  ante  Moh.  p.  368,  369.  ^  See  before,  p.  9a  ^  Vide 

Poc.  Spec.  p.  -.^03.         2  Ebn  Khalecan. 

3  This  was  the  true  cause  of  his  imprisonment  and  death,  and  not  his  refusing  to  subscribe 
to  the  opinion  of  absolute  predestination,  as  D'Herbelot  \\Tites  (Bibl.  Orient,  p.  21),  misled  by 
the  dubious  acceptation  of  the  word  "  kada,"  which  signifies  not  only  God's  decree  in  particular, 
but  also  the  giving  sentence  as  a  judge  in  general ;  nor  could  Abu  Hanifa  have  been  reckoned 
orthodox  had  he  denied  one  of  the  principal  articles  of  faith.  *  Poc.  Spec.  p.  297,  298. 

t  Al  Shahrestp.ni,  ibid.        ^  Ideni.         "  Vide  D'Herbel.  Bibl.  Orient,  p.  21  and  23. 
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The  second  orthodox  sect  is  that  of  Malec  Ebn  Ans,  who  was  born 
at  Medina,  in  the  year  of  the  Hejra  90,  93,  94,^  or  95,9  and  died  there 
in  177,'°  178,"  or  179"  (for  so  much  do  authors  differ).  This  doctor 
is  said  to  have  paid  great  regard  to  the  traditions  of  Mohammed. '3  In 
his  last  illness,  a  friend  going  to  visit  him  found  him  in  tears,  and 
asking  him  the  reason  of  it,  he  answered,  "  How  should  I  not  weep  ? 
and  who  has  more  reason  to  weep  than  I  ?  Would  to  GoD  that  for 
every  question  decided  by  me  according  to  my  own  opinion,  I  had 
received  so  many  stripes  !  then  would  my  accounts  be  easier.  Would 
to  God  I  had  never  given  any  decision  of  my  own  ! "'  Al  Ghazali 
thinks  it  a  sufficient  proof  of  Malec's  directing  his  knowledge  to  the 
glory  of  God,  that  being  once  asked  his  opinion  as  to  forty-eight  ques- 
tions, his  answer  to  thirty-two  of  them  was,  that  he  did  not  know  ;  it 
being  no  easy  matter  for  one  who  has  any  other  view  than  God's  glory 
to  make  so  frank  a  confession  of  his  ignorance.' 

The  doctrine  of  Malec  is  chiefly  followed  in  Barbary  and  other  parts 
of  Africa. 

The  author  of  the  third  orthodox  sect  was  Mohammed  Ebn  Edris  al 
Shafei,  born  either  at  Gaza  or  Ascalon,  in  Palestine,  in  the  year  of  the 
Hejra  150,  the  same  day  (as  some  will  have  it)  that  Abu  Hanifa  died, 
and  was  carried  to  Mecca  at  two  years  of  age,  and  there  educated.^ 
He  died  in  204,^  in  Egypt,  whither  he  went  about  five  years  before.^ 
This  doctor  is  celebrated  for  his  excellency  in  all  parts  of  learning,  and 
was  much  esteemed  by  Ebn  Hanbal  his  contemporary,  who  used  to 
say  that  "he  was  as  the  sun  to  the  world,  and  as  health  to  the  body." 
Ebn  Hanbal,  however,  had  so  ill  an  opinion  of  al  Shafei  at  first,  that 
he  forbad  his  scholars  to  go  near  him  ;  but  some  time  after  one  of 
them,  meeting  his  master  trudging  on  foot  after  al  Shafei,  who  rode 
on  a  mule,  asked  him  how  it  came  about  that  he  forbad  them  to  follow 
him  and  did  it  himself.-*  to  which  Ebn  Hanbal  replied,  "  Hold  thy 
peace  ;  if  thou  but  attend  his  mule  thou  wilt  profit  thereby."^ 

Al  Shafei  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  who  discoursed  of  jurispru- 
dence, and  reduced  that  science  into  a  method  -^  one  wittily  saying, 
that  the  relators  of  the  traditions  of  Mohammed  were  asleep  till  al 
Shafei  came  and  waked  them.*  He  was  a  great  enemy  to  the  scholastic 
divines,  as  has  been  already  observed.'  Al  Ghazali  tells  us  that  al 
Shafei  used  to  divide  the  night  into  three  parts,  one  for  study,  another 
for  prayer,  and  the  third  for  sleep.  It  is  also  related  of  him  that  he 
never  so  much  as  once  swore  by  GOD,  either  to  confirm  a  truth,  or  to 
affirm  a  falsehood  ;  and  that  being  once  asked  his  opinion,  he  remained 
silent  for  some  time,  and  when  the  reason  of  his  silence  was  demanded, 
te  answered,  "  I  am  considering  first  whether  it  be  better  to  speak  or 
lO  hold  my  tongue.''  The  following  saying  is  also  recorded  of  him, 
viz.,  "  Whoever  pretends  to  love  the  world  and  its  Creator  at  the  same 
time,  is  a  liar."'  The  followers  of  this  doctor  are  from  him  called 
Shafeites,  and  were  formerly  spread  into  Mawara'lnahr  and  other  parts 
eastward,  but  are  now  chiefly  of  Arabia  and  Persia. 

8  Abulfeda.  9  Ebn  Khalecan.  10  Idem.  n  Abulfeda.  12  Elmacinus,  p.  114. 

liJ  Ebn  Khalec.     Vide  Poc.  Spec.  p.  294.  l  Idem,  apud  eund.  ibid.  2  Al  Ghazali,  ibid. 

*  Ebn  Khalecan.  4  Yet  Abulfeda  says  he  lived  fifty-eight  years.  5  Ebn  Khalecan. 

•  Idem.       7  Idem.       8  Al  Zafarani,  apud  Poc.  Spec.  p.  296.       '^  See  before,  p.  ii8.       l  Vide 
Pnc  Snpr,  aos — 297. 
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Ahmed  Ebn  Hanbal,  the  founder  of  the  fourth  sect,  was  t)om  in  the 
year  of  the  Hejra  164  ;  but  as  to  the  place  of  his  birth  there  are  two 
traditions  :  some  say  he  was  born  at  Meru  in  Khorasan,  of  which  city 
his  parents  were,  and  that  his  mother  brought  him  from  thence  to 
Baghdad  at  her  breast ;  while  others  assure  us  that  she  was  with  child 
of  him  when  she  came  to  Baghdad,  and  that  he  was  born  there.'  Ebn 
Hanbal  in  process  of  time  attained  a  great  reputation  on  account  ot 
his  virtue  and  knowledge  ;  being  so  well  versed  in  the  traditions  of 
Mohammed,  in  particular,  that  it  is  said  he  could  repeat  no  less  than  a 
million  of  them.^  He  was  very  intimate  with  al  Shafei,  from  whom  he 
received  most  of  his  traditionary  knowledge,  being  his  constant  at- 
tendant till  his  departure  for  Egypt."*  Refusing  to  acknowledge  the 
Koran  to  be  created,^  he  was,  by  order  of  the  Khalif  al  Motasem, 
severely  scourged  and  imprisoned.*  Ebn  Hanbal  died  at  Baghdad,  in 
the  year  241,  and  was  followed  to  his  grave  by  eight  hundred  thousand 
men,  and  sixty  thousand  women.  It  is  related,  as  something  very 
extraordinary,  if  not  miraculous,  that  on  the  day  of  his  death  no  less 
than  twenty  thousand  Christians,  Jews,  and  Magians,  embraced  the 
Mohammedan  faith.^  This  sect  increased  so  fast,  and  became  so 
powerful  and  bold,  that  in  the  year  323,  in  the  Khalifat  of  al  Radi, 
they  raised  a  great  commotion  in  Baghdad,  entering  people's  houses, 
and  spilling  their  wine,  if  they  found  any,  and  beating  the  singing- 
women  they  met  with,  and  breaking  their  instruments  ;  and  a  severe 
edict  was  published  against  them,  before  they  could  be  reduced  to  their 
duty  '}  but  the  Hanbalites  at  present  are  not  very  numerous,  few  of 
them  being  to  be  met  with  out  of  the  limits  of  Arabia. 

The  heretical  sects  among  the  Mohammedans  are  those  which  hold 
heleiodox  opinions  in  fundamentals,  or  matters  of  faith. 

The  first  controversies  relating  to  fundamentals  began  when  most  of 
the  companions  of  Mohammed  were  dead  •?  for  in  their  days  was  no 
dispute,  unless  about  things  of  small  moment,  if  we  except  only  the 
dissensions  concerning  the  Imams,  or  rightful  successors  of  their  pro- 
phet, which  were  stirred  up  and  fomented  by  interest  and  ambition  ; 
the  Arabs'  continual  employment  in  the  wars,  during  that  time,  allowing 
them  little  or  no  leisure  to  enter  into  nice  inquiries  and  subtle  dis- 
tinctions :  but  no  sooner  was  the  ardour  of  conquest  a  little  abated  than 
they  began  to  examine  the  Koran  more  nearly  ;  whereupon  differences 
in  opinion  became  unavoidable,  and  at  length  so  greatly  multiplied, 
that  the  number  of  their  sects,  according  to  the  common  opinion,  are 
seventy-three.  For  the  Mohammedans  seem  ambitious  that  *heir 
religion  should  exceed  others  even  in  this  respect ;  saying,  that  the 
Magians  are  divided  into  seventy  sects,  the  Jews  into  seventy-one,  the 
Christians  into  seventy-two,  and  the  Moslems  into  seventy-three,  as 
Mohammed  had  foretold  ;'  of  which  sects  they  reckon  one  to  be  always 
orthodox,  and  entided  to  salvation.' 

The  first  heresy  was  that  of  the  Kharejites,  who  revolted  from  Ali  in 
the  thirty-seventh  year  of  the  Hejra  ;   and  not  long  after,  Mdbad  a. 

2  Ebn  Khalecan.  '  Idem.  *  Idem.  6  See  before.  Sect.  III.  p.  53,  &c         6  Ebn    S 

Khalecan,  Abulfarag,  Hist.  Dyn.  p.  252,  &c  ^  Ebn  Khalecan.  8  Abulfar.  ubi  sup.     ■ 

p.  301,  &c.  9  Al  Shahrestani,  apud  Poc.  Spec.  p.  194.     Auctor  Sharh  al  Mawakef,  apud 

eund  p.  2ia        ^  Vide  Poc.  ibid.        '^  Al  Shahrestani,  apud  eund.  p.  211. 
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Johni,  Ghailan  of  Damascus,  and  Jonas  al  Aswari  broached  heterodox 
opinions  concerning  predestination,  and  the  ascribing  of  good  and  evil 
unto  God  ;  v/hose  opinions  were  followed  by  Wasel  Ebn  Ata.^  This 
latter  was  the  scholar  of  Hasan  of  Basra,  in  whose  school  a  question 
being  proposed,  whether  he  who  had  committed  a  grievous  sin  was  to 
be  deemed  an  infidel  or  not,  the  Kharejites  (who  used  to  come  and 
dispute  there)  maintaining  the  affirmative,  and  the  orthodox  the  negative, 
Wasel,  without  waiting  his  master's  decision,  withdrew  abruptly,  and 
began  to  publish  among  his  fellow-scholars  a  new  opinion  of  his  own, 
to  wit,  that  such  a  sinner  was  in  a  middle  state  ;  and  he  was  thereupon 
expelled  the  school ;  he  and  his  followers  being  thenceforth  called 
Motazalites,  or  Separatists.'* 

The  several  sects  which  have  arisen  since  this  time  are  variously 
compounded  and  decompounded  of  the  opinions  of  four  chief  sects, 
the  Motazalites,  the  Sefatians,  the  Kharejites,  and  the  Shiites.= 

I.  The  Motazalites  were  the  followers  of  the  before-mentioned 
Wasel  Ebn  Ata.  As  to  their  chief  and  general  tenets,  i.  They  entirely 
rejected  all  eternal  attributes  of  GoD,  to  avoid  the  distinction  of  persons 
made  by  the  Christians ;  saying  that  eternity  is  the  proper  or  formal 
attribute  of  his  essence ;  that  God  knows  by  his  essence,  and  not  by  his 
knowledge  ;*  and  the  same  they  affirmed  of  his  other  attributes'  (though 
all  the  Motazalites  do  not  understand  these  words  in  one  sense)  ;  and 
hence  this  sect  were  also  named  Moattalites,  from  their  divesting  GOD 
of  his  attributes :'  and  they  went  so  far  as  to  say,  that  to  affirm  these 
attributes  is  the  same  thing  as  to  make  more  eternals  than  one,  and 
that  the  unity  of  GOD  is  incop.sistent  with  such  an  opinion  ;*  and  this 
was  the  true  doctrine  of  Wasel  their  master,  who  declared  that  who- 
ever asserted  an  eternal  attribute,  asserted  there  were  two  GODS.^ 
This  point  of  speculation  concerning  the  divine  attributes  was  not  ripe 
at  first,  but  was  at  length  brought  to  maturity  by  Wasel's  followers, 
after  they  had  read  the  books  of  the  philosophers.*  2.  They  believed 
the  word  of  GOD  to  have  been  created  in  siibjecto  (as  the  schoolmen 
term  it),  and  to  consist  of  letters  and  sound ;  copies  thereof  being 
written  in  books  to  express  or  imitate  the  original.  They  also  went 
farther,  and  affirmed  that  whatever  is  created  in  subjecto  is  also  an 
accident,  and  liable  to  perish.^  3.  They  denied  absolute  predestination, 
holding  that  God  was  not  the  author  of  evil,  but  of  good  only ;  and 
that  man  was  a  free  agent:'  which  being  properly  the  opinion  of  the 
Kadarians,  we  defer  what  may  be  farther  said  thereof  till  we  come  to 
speak  of  that  sect.     On  account  of  this  tenet  and  the  first,  the  Mdta- 

3  Idem,  and  Auctor  Sharh  al  Mawakef,  ubi  sup,  *  Idem,  ibid.  p.  211,  212,  and  Ebn 

Khalecan,  in  Vita  Waseli. 

5  Al  Shahrestani,  who  also  reduces  them  to  four  chief  sects,  puts  the  Kadarians  in  the  place 
of  the  Motazalites.  Abulfaragius  (Hist.  Dyn.  p.  i66)  reckons  six  principal  sects,  adding  the 
Jabarians  and  the  Morgians  ;  and  the  author  of  Sharh  al  Mawakef  eight,  viz.,  the  Mdtazalites, 
the  Shiites,  the  Kharejites,  the  Morgians,  the  Najarians,  the  Jabarians,  the  Moshabbehites, 
and  the  sect  which  he  calls  al  Najia,  because  that  alone  will  be  savad,  being  according  to  him 
the  sect  of  the  Asharians.     Vide  Poc.  Spec.  p.  209. 

1  Maimonides  teaches  the  same,  not  as  the  doctrine  of  the  Mdtazalites,  but  his  own.  Vide 
More  Nev.  1.  i,  c.  57.  2  Al  Shahrestani,  apud  Poc.  Spec.  p.  214.     Abulfarag,  p.  167. 

3  Vide  Poc.  Spec.  224.  ^  Sharh  al  Mawakef,  and  al  Shahrest.  apud  Poc.  p.  216.  Maimonides 
^in  Proleg  ad  Pirke  Aboth.  §  8)  asserts  the  same  thing.  5  Vide  Poc.  ibid.  6  Al  Shahrest. 
ibid.  p.  215,  7  Abulfarag,  and  al  Shahrest.  ubi  sup.  p.  217.     See  before,  Sect.  III.  p.  57 

Vide  Poc.  Spec.  p.  240. 
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zalites  look  on  themselves  as  the  defenders  of  the  unity  and  justice  of 
GoD."^  4,  They  held  that  if  a  professor  of  the  true  religion  be  guilty  of 
"k  grievous  sin,  and  die  without  repentance,  he  will  be  eternally  damned, 
though  his  punishment  will  be  lighter  than  that  of  the  infidels.'"  5. 
They  denied  all  vision  of  GoD  in  paradise  by  the  corporeal  eye,  and 
rejected  all  comparisons  or  similitudes  applied  to  God." 

This  sect  are  said  to  have  been  the  first  inventors  of  scholastic 
divinity,"  and  are  subdivided  into  several  inferior  sects,  amounting,  as 
some  reckon,  to  twenty,  which  mutually  brand  one  another  with  infi- 
dehty  :'^  the  most  remarkable  of  them  are  : — 

1.  The  Hodeihans,  or  followers  of  Hamdan  Abu  Hodeil,  a  Mdtazalite 
doctor,  who  diftered  something  from  the  common  form  of  expression 
used  by  this  sect,  saying  that  GoD  knew  by  his  knowledge,  but  that  his 
knowledge  was  his  essence ;  and  so  of  the  other  attributes  :  which 
opinion  he  took  from  the  philosophers,  who  affirm  the  essence  of  GOD 
to  be  "^'mple  and  without  multiplicity,  and  that  his  attributes  are  not 
posterior  or  accessory  to  his  essence,  or  subsisting  therein,  but  are  his 
essence  itself:  and  this  the  more  orthodox  take  to  be  next  kin  to 
making  distinctions  in  the  deity,  which  is  the  thing  they  so  much 
abhor  in  the  Christians.*  As  to  the  Koran's  being  created,  he  made 
some  distinction ;  holding  the  word  of  GOD  to  be  partly  not  //;  subjecto 
(and  therefore  uncreated),  as  when  he  spake  the  word  A';/;/,  i.e.,  Fiaty 
at  the  creation,  and  partly  zn  subjecto,  as  the  precepts,  prohibitions. 
&:c.'  Marracci^  mentions  an  opinion  of  Abu  Hodeils  concerning 
predestination,  from  an  Arab  writer,*  which  being  by  him  expressed 
in  a  manner  not  very  intelligible,  I  choose  to  oniit. 

2.  The  Jobbaians,  or  followers  of  Abu  AH  Mohammed  Ebn  Abd 
al  Wahhab,  surnanied  al  Jobbai,  whose  meaning  when  he  made  use  of 
the  common  expression  of  the  Motazalites,  that  "  GOD  knows  by  his 
essence,"  (S:c.,  was,  that  God's  being  knowing  is  not  an  attribute,  the 
same  with  knowledge,  nor  such  a  state  as  rendered  his  being  knowing 
necessary. 5  He  held  God's  word  to  be  created  in  subjecto,  as  in  the 
preserved  table,  for  example,  the  memor)-  of  Gabriel,  Mohammed,  6cc.* 
This  sect,  if  Marracci  has  given  the  true  sense  of  his  author,  denied 
that  God  could  be  seen  in  paradise  without  the  assistance  of  corporeal 
eyes ;  and  held  that  man  produced  his  acts  by  a  power  superadded  to 
health  of  body  and  soundness  of  limbs ;  that  he  who  was  guilty  of  a 
mortal  sin  was  neither  a  believer  nor  an  infidel,  but  a  transgressor 
(which  was  the  original  opinion  of  WaseP,  and  if  he  died  in  his  sins, 
would  be  doomed  to  hell  for  eternity ;  and  that  GoD  conceals  nothing 
of  whatever  he  knows  from  his  servants.* 

3.  The  Hashemians,  who  were  so  named  from  their  master  Abu 
Hashem  Abd  al  Salam,  the  son  of  Abu  Ali  al  Jobbai,  and  whose  tenets 
nearly  agreed  with  those  of  the  preceding  sect.'  Abu  Hashem  took 
the  Motazalite  form  of  expression,  that  "  GoD  knows  by  his  essence,'" 
in  a  different  sense  from  others,  supposing  it  to  mean  that  God  hath  or 

-  Al  Shahrest.  and  Sharh  al  Mawakef.  apud  Poc,  ubi  sup.  p.  214.  l*'  Marracc.  Prodr.  ad 

ref.  Alcor.  part  iii.  p.  74.  U  Idem,  ibid.  12  Vide  Poc.  Sp)ec.  p.  213,  and  D'Herbel.  Art. 

Motazelah.         13  Auctor  al  M.iwakef,  apud  Pec.  ibid.         l  Al  Sh.nhrestani,  apud  Poc  p.  215, 
216,  217.         2  Idem,  apud  eund.  p.  217,  &c.  3  In  Prodr.  part  iii.  p.  74.  <  Al  Shahrest. 

*  Idem,  apud  Poc.  Spec.  p.  215.       ^  Idem,  and  Auctor  al  Mawakef,  ibid.  p.  ai3.      '  Marra-xu 
obi  sup.  p.  75,  ex  al  Shahrest.         '  Vide  eund.  ibid. 
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is  endued  with  a  disposition,  which  is  a  known  property,  or  quahty, 
posterior  or  accessory  to  his  existence.'  His  followers  were  so  much 
afraid  of  making  GoD  the  author  of  evil  that  they  would  not  allow  him 
to  be  said  to  create  an  infidel ;  because,  according  to  their  way  of 
arguing,  an  infidel  is  a  compound  of  infidelity  and  man,  and  GOD  is 
not  the  creator  of  infidelity.'  Abu  Hashem,  and  his  father  Abu  Ali  al 
Jobbai,  were  both  celebrated  for  their  skill  in  scholastic  divinity.' 

4.  The  Nodhamians,  or  followers  of  Ibrahim  al  Nodham,  who  having 
read  books  of  philosophy,  set  up  a  new  sect,  and  imagining  he  could 
not  sufficiently  remove  GOD  from  being  the  author  of  evil,  without 
divesting  him  of  his  power  in  respect  thereto,  taught  that  no  power 
ought  to  be  ascribed  to  GoD  concerning  evil  and  rebellious  actions  : 
but  this  he  affirmed  against  the  opinion  of  his  own  disciples,  who 
allowed  that  GOD  could  do  evil,  but  did  not,  because  of  its  turpitude.'' 
Of  his  opinion  as  to  the  Koran's  being  created  we  have  spoken  else- 
where.* 

5.  The  Hayetians,  so  named  from  Ahmed  Ebn  Hayet,  who  had  been 
of  the  sect  of  the  Nodhamians,  but  broached  some  new  notions  on 
reading  the  philosophers.  His  peculiar  opinions  were — i.  That  Christ 
was  the  eternal  Word  incarnate,  a^^d  took  a  true  and  real  body,  and  will 
judge  all  creatures  in  the  life  to  ccme  :^  he  also  farther  asserted  that 
there  are  tw^o  GODS  or  Creators— tie  one  eternal,  viz.,  the  most  high. 
God,  and  the  other  not  eternal,  viz. ,  Christ' — which  opinion,  though 
Dr.  Pocock  urges  the  same  as  an  a  gument  that  he  did  not  rightly 
understand  the  Christian  mysteries  ^  js  not  much  different  from  that  of 
the  Arians  and  Socinians.  2.  That  there  is  a  successive  transmigration 
of  the  soul  from  one  body  into  another ;  and  that  the  last  body  wall  enjoy 
the  reward  or  suffer  the  punishment  due  to  each  soul :'  and,  3.  That 
God  will  be  seen  at  the  resurrection,  not  with  the  bodilv  eyes,  but 
those  of  the  understanding.*' 

6.  The  Jahedhians,  or  followers  of  Amni  Ebn  Bahr,  surnamed  al 
Jahedh,  a  great  doctor  of  the  Motazalites,  and  very  much  admired  for 
the  elegance  of  his  composures;"  w^ho  differed  from  his  brethren  in 
that  he  imagined  the  damned  would  not  be  eternally  tormented  in  hell, 
but  would  be  changed  into  the  nature  of  fire,  and  that  the  fire  would  of 
itself  attract  them,  without  any  necessity  of  their  going  into  it.'  He 
also  taught  that  if  a  man  believed  GOD  to  be  his  Lord,  and  Mohammed 
the  apostle  of  GOD,  he  became  one  of  the  faithful,  and  was  obliged  to 
nothing  farther.'  His  peculiar  opinion  as  to  the  Koran  has  been  taken 
notice  of  before.* 

7.  The  Mozdarians,  who  embraced  the  opinions  of  Isa  Ebn  Sobeili 
al  Mozdar,  and  those  very  absurd  ones  :  for,  besides  his  notions 
relating  to  the  Koran,*  he  went  so  directly  counter  to  the  opinion  of 
those  who  abridged  God  of  the  pov.er  to  do  evil,  that  he  affirmed  it 
possible  for  God  to  be  a  liar  and  unjust.^     He  also  pronounced  him  to 

1  Al  Shahrest.  apud  Poc.  p.  215.  2  Idem.  ibid.  p.  242.  S  Ebn  Khalecan,  in  Viiis 

Eorum.         4  Al  Shahrest.  ubi  sup.  p.  241,  242.     Vide  Marracc.  Prod,  part  iii.  p.  74.  ^  See 

before.  Sect.  III.  p.  53.  6  Al  Shahrest.  ubi  sup.  p.  218.  Abulfarag,  p.  167.  ''  Al  Shahrest. 
%I  Mawakef,  et  Ebn  Kossa,  apud  Poc.  ubi  sub.  p.  219.  8  Vide  Poc.  ibid.  -  Marracc.  e! 
«1  Shahrest.  ubi  sup.  10  Marracc.  ibid.  p.  75.  H  Vide  D'Herbel.  Eibl.  Orient.  Art. 

Giahedh.  i  Al  Shahrest.  ubi  sup.  p.  260.  2  Marracc.  ubi  sup.  3  Sect  III.  p,  53 

•Vide  ibid,  and  p.  52.        6  Al  Shahiest.  apud  Poc.  p.  241. 
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be  ail  infidel  who  thrust  himself  into  the  supreme  government :'  nay, 
he  went  so  far  as  to  assert  men  to  be  infidels  while  they  said  "  There 
is  no  God  but  God,"  and  even  condemed  all  the  rest  of  mankind  as 
guilty  of  infidelity;  upon  which  Ibrahim  Ebn  al  Sendi  asked  him 
whether  paradise,  whose  breadth  equals  that  of  heaven  and  earth,  was 
created  only  for  him  and  two  or  three  more  who  thought  as  he  did  ?  to 
which  it  is  said  he  could  return  no  answer.' 

8.  The  Basharians,  who  maintained  the  tenets  of  Bashar  Ebn 
Mdtamer,  the  master  of  al  Mozdar,*  and  a  principal  man  among  the 
Mdtazalites.  He  differed  in  some  things  from  the  general  opinion  of 
that  sect,  carrying  man's  free  agency  to  a  great  excess,  making  it  even 
independent :  and  yet  he  thought  God  might  doom  an  infant  to  eternal 
punishment,  but  granted  he  would  be  unjust  in  so  doing.  He  taught 
that  God  is  not  always  obliged  to  do  that  which  is  best,  for,  if  he 
pleased,  he  could  make  all  men  true  believers.  These  sectaries  also 
held  that  if  a  man  repent  of  a  mortal  sin,  and  afterwards  return  to  it,  he 
will  be  liable  to  suffer  the  punishment  due  to  the  former  transgression.' 

9.  The  Thamamians,  who  follow  Thamama  Ebn  Bashar,  a  chief 
Mdtazalite.  Their  peculiar  opinions  were — i.  That  sinners  should 
remain  in  hell  for  ever.  2.  That  free  actions  have  no  producing  author. 
3.  That  at  the  resurrection  all  infidels,  idolaters,  atheists,  Jews, 
Christians,  Magians,  and  heretics  shall  be  reduced  to  dust.'* 

10.  The  Kadarians,  which  is  really  a  more  ancient  name  than  that 
of  Mdtazalites,  Mdbad  al  Johni  and  his  adherents  being  so  called,  who 
disputed  the  doctrine  of  predestination  before  Wasel  quitted  his  master :' 
for  which  reason  some  use  the  denomination  of  Kadarians  as  more 
extensive  than  the  other,  and  comprehend  all  the  Mdtazalites  under 
it.'  This  sect  deny  absolute  predestination,  saying  that  evil  and  in- 
justice ought  not  to  be  attributed  to  GOD,  but  to  man,  who  is  a  free 
agent,  and  may  therefore  be  rewarded  or  punished  for  his  actions, 
which  God  has  granted  him  power  either  to  do  or  to  let  alone.^  And 
hence  it  is  said  they  are  called  Kadarians,  because  they  deny  al  Kadr, 
or  God's  absolute  decree ;  though  others,  thinking  it  not  so  proper  to 
affix  a  name  to  a  sect  from  a  doctrine  which  they  combat,  will  have  it 
come  from  Kadr,  or  Kodrat,  i.e.^  power,  because  they  assert  man's 
power  to  act  freely."*  Those,  however,  who  give  the  name  of  Kadarians 
to  the  Mdtazalites  are  their  enemies,  for  they  disclaim  it,  and  give  it  to 
their  antagonists  the  Jabarians,  who  likewise  refuse  it  as  an  infamous 
appellation,^  because  Mohammed  is  said  to  have  declared  the  Kada- 
rians to  be  the  Magians  of  his  followers.^  But  what  the  opinion  of 
these  Kadarians  in  Mohammed's  time  was,  is  very  uncertain :  the 
Mdtazalites  say  the  name  belongs  to  those  who  assert  predestination, 
and  make  GOD  the  author  of  good  and  evil,'  viz.,  the  Jabarians  ;  but 
all  the  other  Mohammedan  sects  agree  to  fix  it  on  the  Mdtazalites, 
who,  they  say,  are  like  the  Magians  in  establishing  two  principles, 
light,  or  God,  the  author  of  good;  and  darkness,  or  the  devil,  the 
author  of  evil :  but  this  cannot  absolutely  be  said  of  the  Mdtazalites, 

<>  Marracc.  ubi  sup.  p.  75.  ^  Al  Shahrest.  ubi  sup.  p.  220.  •  Poc.  Spec.  p.  221 

9  Marracc.  ubi  sup.         1"  Idem,  ibid.         1  Al  Shahrest.  2  Al  Firauzab.     Vide  Poc.  Spec, 

p.  231,  232,  and  214.  3  Al  Shahrest.     Vide  Poc.  Spec.  p.  235  and  240,  &c.  *  Vide  Poc 

ibid.  p.  238.  5  Al  Motarrezi,  al  Shahrest.     Vide  ibid,  p,  232.  6  Iden),  &c.  ibid 

^  Idem,  ibid. 
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for  they  (at  least  the  generahty  of  them)  ascribe  men's  good  deeds  to 
God,  but  their  evil  deeds  to  themselves ;  meaning  thereby  that  man 
has  a  free  Hberty  and  power  to  do  either  good  or  evil,  and  is  master  of 
his  actions;  and  for  this  reason  it  is  that  the  other  Mohammedans  call 
them  Magians,  because  they  assert  another  author  of  actions  besides 
GOD.^    And,  indeed,  it  is  a'  difficult  matter  to  say  wliat  Mohammed's 
own  opinion  was  in  this  matter ;  for  on  the  one  side  the  Koran  itself 
is   pretty  plain   for    absolute   predestination,   and    many   sayings   of 
Mohammed   are   recorded  to  that  purpose,'  and  one   in   particular, 
wherein  he  introduces  Adam  and  Moses  disputing  before  GoD  in  this 
manner  :  "Thou,"  says  Moses,  "art  Adam;  whom  GoD  created,  and 
animated  with  the  breath  of  life,  and  caused  to  be  worshipped  by  the 
angels,  and  placed  in  paradise,  from  whence  mankind  have  been  ex- 
pelled for  thy  fault:"  whereto  Adam  answered,  "Thou  art  Moses; 
whom  God  chose  for  his  apostle,  and  entrusted  with  his  word,  by  giving 
thee  the  tables  of  the  law,  and  whom  he  vouchsafed  to  admit  to  dis- 
course with  himself:  how  many  years  dost  thou  find  the  law  was 
written  before  I   was  created?"     Says  Moses,  "Forty."     "And  dost 
thou  not  find,"  replied  Adam,  "  these  words   therein  :   '  And  Adam 
rebelled  against  his  Lord  and  transgressed'?"  which  Moses  confessing, 
"  Dost  thou  therefore  blame  me,"  continued  he,  "for  doing  that  which 
God  wrote  of  me  that  I  should  do  forty  years  before  I  was  created? 
nay,  for  what  was  decreed  concerning  me  fifty  thousand  years  before 
the  creation  of  heaven  and  earth?"     In  the  conclusion  of  which  dispute 
Mohammed  declared  that  Adam  had  the  better  of  Moses.'     On  the 
other  side,  it  is  urged  in  the  behalf  of  the  Motazalites,  that  Mohammed 
declaring  that  the  Kadarians  and  Morgians  had  been  cursed  by  the 
tongues  of  seventy  prophets,  and  being  asked  who  the  Kadarians  were, 
answered,  "Those  who  assert  that  God   predestinated  them  to  be 
guilty  of  rebellion,  and  yet  punishes  them  for  it :"  al  Hasan  is  also  said 
to  have  declared,  that  God  sent  Mohammed  to  the  Arabs  while  they 
were  Kadarians,  or  Jabarians,  and  laid  their  sins  upon  God  :  and  to 
confirm  the  matter,  this  sentence  of  the  Koran  is  quoted  :'  "  When  they 
commit  a  filthy  action,  they  say,  We  found  our  fathers  practising  the 
same,  and  God  hath  commanded  us  so  to  do :  Say,  Verily  GOD  com- 
mandeth  not  filthy  actions."^ 

II.  The  Sefatians  held  the  opposite  opinion  to  the  Motazalites  in 
respect  to  the  eternal  attributes  of  God,  which  they  affirmed  ;  making 
no  distinction  between  the  essential  attributes  and  those  of  operation  : 
and  hence  they  were  named  Sefatians,  or  Attributists.  Their  doctrine 
was  that  of  the  first  Mohammedans,  who  were  not  yet  acquainted  with 
these  nice  distinctions :  but  this  sect  afterwards  introduced  another 
species  of  declarative  attributes,  or  such  as  were  necessarily  used  in 
historical  narration,  as  hands,  face,  eyes,  &c.,  which  they  did  not  offer 
to  explain,  but  contented  themselves  with  saying  they  were  in  the  law, 
and  that  they  called  them  declarative  attributes.*  However,  at  length, 
by  giving  various  explications  and  interpretations  of  these  attributes 
they  divided  into  many  different  opinions :  some,  by  taking  the  wordb 

8  Vide  Poc.  ibid.  p.  233,  &c.  9  Vide  ibid.  p.  237.  1  Ebn  al  Athir,  al  Bokhari,  apud 

Poc.  p.  236.        2  Cap.  7,  p.  107.       3  Al  Motarrezi,  apud  eund.  p.  237,  238.  *  Al  Shahrcst. 

apud  Poc.  Spec.  p.  223, 
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in  the  literal  sense,  fell  into  the  notion  of  a  likeness  or  similitude  be- 
tween God  and  created  beings ;  to  which  it  is  said  the  Karaites  among 
the  Jews,  who  are  for  the  literal  interpretation  of  Moses's  law,  had 
shown  them  the  way  -^  others  explained  them  in  another  manner, 
saying  that  no  creature  was  like  GOD,  but  that  they  neither  understood 
nor  thought  it  necessary  to  explain  the  precise  signification  of  the 
words  which  seem  to  affirm  the  same  of  both  ;  it  being  sufficient  to 
beheve  that  God  hath  no  companion  or  similitude.  Of  this  opinion 
was  Malec  Ebn  Ans,  who  declared  as  to  the  expression  of  God's 
sitting  on  his  throne,  in  particular,  that  though  the  meaning  is  known, 
yet  the  manner  is  unknown ;  and  that  it  is  necessary  to  believe  it,  but 
heresy  to  make  any  questions  about  it.' 

The  sects  of  the  Sefatians  are  : 

I.  The  Ashirians,  the  followers  of  Abu'l  Hasan  al  Ashdri,  who  was 
first  a  Mdtazalite,  and  the  scholar  of  Abu  Ali  al  Jobbai,  but  disagreeing 
from  his  master  in  opinion  as  to  God's  being  bound  (as  the  Motaza- 
lites  assert)  to  do  always  that  which  is  best  or  most  expedient,  left  him, 
and  set  up  a  new  sect  of  himself.  The  occasion  of  this  difference  was 
the  putting  a  case  concerning  three  brothers,  the  first  of  whom  lived  in 
obedience  to  GOD,  the  second  in  rebellion  against  him,  and  the  third 
died  an  infant.  Al  Jobbai  being  asked  what  he  thought  would  become 
of  them,  answered,  that  the  first  would  be  rewarded  in  paradise,  the 
second  punished  in  hell,  and  the  third  neither  rewarded  nor  punished : 
"  But  what,"  objected  al  Ashari, "  if  the  third  say,  O  LORD,  if  thou  hadst 
given  me  longer  life,  that  I  might  have  entered  paradise  with  my  be- 
lieving brother,  it  would  have  been  better  for  me?"  to  which  al  Jobbai 
replied,  "  That  God  would  answer,  I  knew  that  if  thou  hadst  lived 
longer,  thou  wouldst  have  been  a  wicked  person,  and  therefore  cast 
into  hell."  "Then,"  retorted  al  Ashari,  "the  second  will  say,  O 
Lord,  why  didst  thou  not  take  me  away  while  I  was  an  infant,  as  thou 
didst  my  brother,  that  I  might  not  have  deserved  to  be  punished  for 
my  sins,  nor  to  be  cast  into  hell?"  To  which  al  Jobbai  could  return 
no  other  answer  than  that  GOD  prolonged  his  life  to  give  liim  an 
opportunity  of  obtaining  the  highest  degree  of  perfection,  which  was 
best  for  him  :  but  al  Ashari  demanding  farther,  why  he  did  not  for  the 
same  reason  grant  the  other  a  longer  life,  to  whom  it  would  have  been 
equally  advantageous,  al  Jobbai  was  so  put  to  it,  that  he  asked  whether 
the  devil  possessed  him?  "  No,"  says  al  Ashari,  "but  the  masters  ass 
will  not  pass  the  bridge;"'  i.e.^  he  is  posed. 

The  opinions  of  the  Asharians  were — i.  That  they  allowed  the  attri- 
butes of  God  to  be  distinct  from  his  essence,  yet  so  as  to  forbid  any 
comparison  to  be  made  between  GOD  and  his  creatures.^  This  was 
also  the  opinion  of  Ahmed  Ebn  Hanbal,  and  David  al  Ispahani,  and 
others,  who  herein  followed  Malec  Ebn  Ans,  and  were  so  cautious  of 
any  assimilation  of  GOD  to  created  beings,  that  they  declared  whoever 
moved  his  hand  while  he  read  these  words,  "  I  have  created  with  my 
hand,"  or  "  stretched  forth  his  finger,"  in  repeating  this  saying  of 
Mohammed,  "  The  heart  of  the  believer  is  between  two  fingers  of  the 

'  Vide  Poc.  ibid.  p.  224.  ^  Vide  eund.  ibid.  '  Auctor  al  Mawikef,  et  al  Safadi, 

•pud  Poc.  ubi  sup.  p.  230,  &C.     Ebn  KhnJec  in  Vila  al  Jobbai  3  Al  Shahrest.  apud  Pot 

Spec.  p.  230. 
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Merciful/'  ought  to  have  his  hand  and  finger  cut  off;'  and  the  reasons 
they  gave  for  not  explaining  any  such  words  were,  that  it  is  forbidden 
in  the  Koran,  and  that  such  explications  were  necessarily  founded  on 
conjecture  and  opinion,  from  which  no  man  ought  to  speak  of  the  attri- 
butes of  God,  because  the  words  of  the  Koran  might  by  that  means 
come  to  be  understood  differently  from  the  author's  meaning  :  nay, 
some  have  been  so  superstitiously  scrupulous  in  this  matter  as  not  to 
allow  the  words  hand,  face,  and  the  like,  when  they  occur  in  the  Koran, 
to  be  rendered  into  Persian  or  any  other  language,  but  require  them  to 
be  read  in  the  very  original  words,  and  this  they  call  the  safe  way/ 
2.  As  to  predestination,  they  held  that  GOD  hath  one  eternal  will 
which  is  applied  to  whatsoever  he  willeth,  both  of  his  own  actions  and, 
those  of  men,  so  far  as  they  are  created  by  him,  but  not  as  they  are 
acquired  or  gained  by  them  ;  that  he  willeth  both  their  good  and  their 
evil,  their  profit  and  their  hurt,  and  as  he  willeth  and  knoweth,  he 
willeth  concerning  men  that  which  he  knoweth,  and  hath  commanded 
the  pen  to  write  the  same  in  the  preserved  table  :  and  this  is  his 
decree,  and  eternal  immutable  counsel  and  purpose.^  They  also  went 
so  far  as  to  say,  that  it  may  be  agreeable  to  the  way  of  GOD  that  man 
should  be  commanded  what  he  is  not  able  to  perform.'^  But  while 
they  allow  man  some  power,  they  seem  to  restrain  it  to  such  a  power 
as  cannot  produce  anything  new;  only  GOD,  say  they,  so  orders  his 
providence  that  he  creates,  after,  or  under,  and  together  with  every 
created  or  new  power,  an  action  which  is  ready  whenever  a  man  wills 
it,  and  sets  about  it :  and  this  action  is  called  Cash,  i.e.^  Acquisition, 
being  in  respect  to  its  creation,  from  GOD,  but  in  respect  to  its  being 
produced,  employed,  and  acquired,  from  man.s  And  this  being  gene- 
rally esteemed  the  orthodox  opinion,  it  may  not  be  improper  farther  to 
explain  the  same  in  the  words  of  some  other  writers.  The  elective 
actions  of  men,  says  one,  fall  under  the  power  of  God  alone ;  nor  is 
their  own  power  effectual  thereto ;  but  GOD  causeth  to  exist  in  man  power 
and  choice ;  and  if  there  be  no  impediment,  he  causeth  his  action  to 
exist  also,  subject  to  his  power,  and  joined  with  that  and  his  choice  ; 
which  action,  as  created,  is  to  be  ascribed  to  GOD,  but  as  produced, 
employed,  or  acquired,  to  man.  So  that  by  the  acquisition  of  an 
action  is  properly  meant  a  man's  joining  or  connecting  the  same  with 
his  power  and  will,  yet  allowing  herein  no  impression  or  influence  on 
the  existence  thereof,  save  only  that  it  is  subject  to  his  power.'  Others, 
however,  who  are  also  on  the  side  of  al  Ashdri,  and  reputed  orthodox, 
explain  the  matter  in  a  different  manner,  and  grant  the  impression  or 
influence  of  the  created  power  of  man  on  his  action,  and  that  this 
power  is  what  is  called  Acquisition.'  But  the  point  will  be  still  clearer 
if  we  hear  a  third  author,  who  rehearses  the  various  opinions,  or  expli- 
cations of  the  opinion  of  this  sect,  in  the  following  words,  viz.:  Abu'l 
Hasan  al  Ashari  asserts  all  the  actions  of  men  to  be  subject  to  the 
power  of  God,  being  created  by  him,  and  that  the  power  of  man  hath 
no  influence  at  all  on  that  which  he  is  empowered  to  do  ;  but  that  both 
the  power,  and  what  is  subject  thereto,  fall  under  the  power  of  God  : 

1  Idem,  apud  eund.  p.  228,  &c.  2  Vide  Poc.  ibid.  3  Al  Shahrest.  apud  eund.  p.  245,  &c. 
*  Idem,  ibid.  p.  246.  5  Al  Shahrest.  apud  Poc.  p.  245,  &c.  1  Auctor  Sharh  al  Mawakef, 
apud  eund.  p.  247.        2  Al  Shahrest.  ibid.  p.  248. 
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al  Kadi  Abu  Beer  says  that  the  essence  or  substance  of  the  action  is 
the  effect  of  the  power  of  GOD,  but  its  being  either  an  action  of 
obedience,  as  prayer,  or  an  action  of  disobedience,  as  fornication,  are 
quaUties  of  the  action,  which  proceed  from  the  power  of  man  :  Abd'- 
ahnalec,  known  by  the  title  of  Imam  al  Haramein,  Abu'l  Hosein  of 
Basra,  and  other  learned  men,  held  that  the  actions  of  men  are  effected 
by  the  power  which  God  hath  created  in  man,  and  that  GOD  causeth 
to  exist  in  man  both  power  and  will,  and  that  this  power  and  will  do 
necessarily  produce  that  which  man  is  empowered  to  do  :  and  Abu 
Ishak  al  Isfarayeni  taught  that  that  which  maketh  impression,  or  hath 
influence  on  an  action,  is  a  compound  of  the  power  of  GOD  and  the 
power  of  man. 3     The  same  author  observes  that  their  ancestors,  per- 
ceiving a  manifest  difference  between  those  things  which  are  the  effects 
of  the  election  of  man  and  those  things  which  are  the  necessary  effects 
of  inanimate  agents,  destitute  both  of  knowledge  and  choice,  and  being 
at  the  same  time  pressed  by  the  arguments  which  prove  that  GOD  is 
the  Creator  of  all  things,  and  consequently  of  those  things  which  are 
done  by  men,  to  conciliate  the  matter,  chose  the  middle  way,  asserting 
actions  to  proceed  from  the  power  of  GoD,  and  the  acquisition  of  man  ; 
God's  way  of  dealing  with  his  servants  being,  that  when  man  intendeth 
obedience,  God  createth  in  him  an  action  of  obedience,  and  when  he 
intendeth  disobedience,  he  createth  in  him  an  action  of  disobedience ; 
so  that  man  seemeth  to  be  the  effective  producer  of  his  action,  though 
he  really  be  not.'     But  this,  proceeds  the  same  writer,  is  again  pressed 
with  its  difficulties,  because  the  very  intention  of  the  mind  is  the  work 
of  God,  so  that  no  man  hath  any  share  in  the  production  of  his  own 
actions;  for  which  reason  the  ancients  disapproved  of  too  nice  an 
inquiry  into   this  point,  the  end  of  the  dispute  concerning  the  same, 
being,  for  the  most  part,  either  the  taking  away  of  all  precepts  positive! 
as  well  as  negative,  or  else  the  associating  of  a  companion  with  GoD,| 
by  introducing  some  other  independent  agent  besides  him.     Those,! 
therefore,  who  would  speak  more  accurately,  use  this  form  :  there  isi 
neither  compulsion  nor  free  liberty,  but  the  way  lies  between  the  two  ;j 
the  power  and  will  in  man  being  both  created  by  God,  though  the! 
merit  or  guilt  be  imputed  unto  man.     Yet,  after  all,  it  is  judged  thai 
safest  way  to  follow  the  steps  of  the  primitive  Moslems,  and,  avoiding] 
subtle  disputations  and  too  curious  inquiries,  to  leave  the  knowledge  ofj 
this  matter  v/holly  unto  GOD.'     3.  As  to  mortal  sin,  the  Ash^rians 

3  Auctor  Sharh  al  Tawalea,  apud  eund.  ibid.  p.  248,  &c.        1  Idem,  ibid.  p.  249,  250. 

2  Idem,  ibid.  p.  250,  251.  I  trust  the  reader  will  not  be  ofTended  if,  as  a  farther  Illustration] 
of  what  has  been  said  on  this  subject  (in  producing  of  which  I  have  pu)-posely  kept  to  tl-.ej 
original  IMohammedan  expressions)  I  transcribe  a  passage  or  two  from  a  postscript  subjoined  to) 
the  epistle  I  have  quoted  above  (§4,  p.  85),  in  which  the  point  of  free  will  is  treated  ex  pro/esso.  j 
'I'herein  the  Moorish  author,  having  mentioned  the  two  opposite  opinions  of  the  Kadarians,  I 
who  allow  free  will,  and  the  Jabarians,  who  make  man  a  necessary  agent  (the  former  of  which] 
opinions,  he  says,  seems  to  approach  nearest  to  that  of  the  greater  part  of  Christians  and  of  the  j 
Jews),  declares  the  true  opinion  to  be  that  of  the  Sonnites,  who  assert  that  man  hath  power  and] 
will  to  choose  good  and  evil,  and  can  moreover  know  he  shall  be  rewarded  if  he  do  well,  and] 
shall  be  punished  if  he  do  ill ;  but  that  he  depends,  notwithstanding,  on  God's  power,  and] 
willcth,  if  God  willeth,  but  not  otherwise.  Then  he  proceeds  brieflj'  to  refute  the  two  extremeJ 
opinions,  and  first  to  prove  that  of  the  Kadarians,  though  it  be  agreeable  to  God's  justice,  in- 
consistent with  his  attributes  of  wisdom  and  power  :  "  Sapientia  enim  Dei,"  says  he,  "  conipre- 
hendit  quicquid  fuit  et  futurum  est  ab  seternitate  in  finem  usque  mundi  et  poslea.  Et  ita  novit  ab j 
seterno  omnia  opera  creaturarum,  sive  bona,  sive  niala,  quse  fuerint  creata  cum  potentia  Dei,} 
et  ejus  libera  et  detcrniinata  voluntate,  sicut  ipsi  visum  fuit.     Denique  novit  euni  qui  futunuj 
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taught,  that  if  a  behever  guilty  of  such  sin  die  without  repentance,  his 
sentence  is  to  be  left  with  God,  whether  he  pardon  him  out  of  mercy, 
or  whether  the  prophet  intercede  for  him  (according  to  that  saying 
recorded  of  him,  "My  intercession  shall  be  employed  for  those  among 
my  people  who  shall  have  been  guilty  of  grievous  crimes  "),  or  whether 
he  punish  him  in  proportion  to  his  demerit,  and  afterwards,  through 
his  mercy,  admit  him  into  paradise :  but  that  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  he  will 
remain  for  ever  in  hell  with  the  infidels,  seeing  it  is  declared  that  who- 
ever shall  have  faith  in  his  heart  but  of  the  weight  of  an  ant,  shall  be 
delivered  from  hell  fire.'  And  this  is  generally  received  for  the  ortho- 
dox doctrine  in  this  point,  and  is  diametrically  opposite  to  that  of  the 
Motazalites. 

These  were  the  more  rational  Sefatians,  but  the  ignorant  part  of 
them,  not  knowing  how  otherwise  to  explain  the  expressions  of  the 
Koran  relating  to  the  declarative  attributes,  fell  into  most  grosi  and 

erat  malus,  et  tamen  creavit  eum,  et  similiter  bonum,  quern  etiam  creavit :  neque  negari  potest 
quin,  si  ipsi  libuisset,  potuisset  omnes  creare  bonos :  placuit  tamen  Deo  creare  bonos  et  malos, 
cum  Deo  soli  sit  absoluta  et  libera  voluntas,  et  perfecta  electio,  et  non  homini.  Ita  enim 
Salomon  in  suis  proverbiis  dixit,  Vitam  et  mortem,  bonum  et  malum,  divitias  et  paupertatem, 
esse  et  venire  a  Deo.  Christiani  etiam  dicunt  S.  Paulum  dixisse  in  suis  epistolis  ;  Dicet  etiam 
lutum  figulo,  quare  facis  unum  vas  ad  honorem,  et  aliud  vas  ad  contumeliam?  Cum  igitur 
miser  homo  fuerit  creatus  k  voluntate  Dei  et  potentia,  nihil  aliud  potest  tribui  ipsi  quam  ipse 
sensus  cognoscendi  et  sentiendi  an  bene  vel  male  faciat.  Qua;  unica  causa  (id  est,  sensus  cog- 
noscendi)  erit  ejus  glorise  vel  poense  causa :  per  talem  enim  sensum  novit  quid  boni  vel  mail 
idversus  Dei  praecepta  fecerit."  The  opinion  of  the  Jabarians,  on  the  other  hand,  he  rejects 
as  contrary  to  man's  consciousness  of  his  own  power  and  choice,  and  inconsistent  with  God's 
justice,  and  his  having  given  mankind  laws,  to  the  observing  or  transgressing  of  which  he  has 
annexed  rewards  and  punishments.  After  this  he  proceeds  to  explain  the  third  opinion  in  the 
following  words  :  "Tertia  opinio  Zunis  (i.e.,  Sonnitarum)  quae  vera  est,  affirmat  homini  potes- 
tatem  esse,  sed  limitatem  a  sua  causa,  id  est,  dependentem  a  Dei  potentia  et  voluntate,  et 
propter  illam  cognitionem  qua  deliberat  bene  vel  male  facere,  esse  dignum  poena  vel  praemio. 
Manifestum  est  in  aeternitate  non  luisse  aliam  potentiam  praeter  Dei  nostri  omnipotentis,  e  cuju.s 
potentia  pendebant  omnia  possibilia,  id  est,  quae  poterant  esse,  cum  ab  ipso  fuerint  creata. 
Sapientia  ver6  Dei  novit  etiam  quae  non  sunt  futura ;  et  potentia  ejus,  etsi  non  creaverit  ea, 
potuit  tamen,  si  ita  Deo  placuisset.  Ita  novit  sapientia  Dei  quae  erant  impossibilia,  id  est,  quae 
non  poterant  esse ;  quae  tamen  nullo  pacto  pendent  ab  ejus  potentia :  ab  ejus  enim  potentia 
nulla  pendesit  nisi  possibilia. — Dicimus  enim  a  Dei  potentia  non  pendere  creare  Deum  alium  ipsi 
similem,  nee  creare  aliquid  quod  moveatur  et  quiescat  simul  eodem  tempore,  cum  haec  sint  ex 
impossibilibus  :  comprehendit  tamen  sua  sapientia  tale  aliquid  non  pendere  ab  ejus  potentia. 
— A  potentia  igitur  Dei  pendet  solum  quod  potest  esse,  et  possibile  est  esse;  quae  semper 
parata  est  dare  esse  possibilibus.  Et  si  hoc  penitus  cognoscamus,  cognoscemus  pariter  omne 
quod  est,  seu  futurum  est,  sive  sint  opera  nostra,  sive  quidvis  aliud,  pender&a  sola  potentia  Dei. 
Et  hoc  non  privatim  intelligitur,  sed  in  genere  de  omni  eo  quod  est  et  movetur,  sive  in  coelis 
sive  in  terra  ;  et  nee  aliqua  potentia  potest  impediri  Dei  potentia,  cum  nulla  alia  potentia  abso- 
luta sit,  praeter  Dei :  potentia  vero  nostra  non  est  a  se,  nisi  a  Dei  potentia :  et  cum  potentia 
nostra  dicitur  esse  a  causa  sua,  ideo  dicimus  potentiam  nostram  esse  straminis  comparatam  cum 
potentia  Dei :  eo  enim  modo  quo  stramen  movetur  a  motu  maris,  ita  nostra  potentia  et  voluntas 
a  Dei  potentia.  Itaque  Dei  potentia  semper  est  parata  etiam  ad  occidendum  aliquem  ;  ut  si 
quis  hominem  occidat,  non  dicimus  potentia  hominis  id  factum,  sed  aeterna  potentia  Dei :  error 
enim  est  id  tribuere  potentiae  hominis.  Potentia  enim  Dei,  cum  semper  sit  parata,  et  ante 
fpsum  hominem.,  ad  occidendum ;  si  sola  hominis  potentia  id  factum  esse  diceremus,  et  moreretur, 
potentia  sane  Dei  (quae  ante  erat)  jam  ibi  esset  frustra  :  quia  ppst  mortem  non  potest  potentia 
Dei  eum  iterum  occidere  ;  ex  quo  sequeretur  potentiam  Dei  impediri  a  potentia  hominis,  et 
potentiam  hominis  anteire  et  antecellere  potentiam  Dei :  quod  est  absurdum  et  impossibile. 
Igitur  Deus  est  qui  operatur  aeterna  sua  potentia  :  si  ver5  homini  injiciatur  culpa,  sive  in  tali 
homicidio,  sive  in  aliis,  hoc  est  quantum  ad  praecepta  et  legem.  Homini  tribuitur  solum  opus 
externe,  et  ejus  electio,  quae  est  a  voluntate  ejus  et  potentia  ;  non  vero  interne. — Hoc  est  punc- 
tum  illud  indivisibile  et  secretum,  quod  a  paucissimis  capitur,  ut  sapientissimus  Sidi  Abo  Hamet 
Elgaceli  (i.e.,  Dominus  Abu  Hamed  al  Ghazali) affirmat  (cujus  spiritui  Deus  concedat  gloriam, 
Amen  !)  sequentibus  verbis :  Ita  abditum  et  profundum  et  abstrusum  est  intelligere  punctum 
illud  Liberi  Arbitrii,  ut  neque  characteres  ad  scribendum,  neque  ullae  rationes  ad  exprimendum 
Kufficiant,  et_  omnes,  quotquot  de  hac  re  locuti  sunt,  hae?e-"runt  confusi  in  ripa  tanti  et  tam 
spaciosi  maris." 
i  Al  Shahrest.  apud  Poc.  Spec.  p.  258. 
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absurd   opinions,  making  GoD   corporeal,  and  like  created  beings.' 
Such  were — 

2.  The  Moshabbehites,  or  Assimilators  ;  who  allowed  a  resemblance 
between  God  and  his  creatures,^  supposing  him  to  be  a  figure  com- 
posed of  members  or  parts,  either  spiritual  or  corporeal,  and  capable  of 
local  motion,  of  ascent  and  descent,  &c.'  Some  of  this  sect  inclined 
to  the  opinion  of  the  Holulians,  who  believed  that  the  divine  nature 
might  be  united  with  the  human  in  the  same  person  ;  for  they  granted 
it  possible  that  GOD  might  appear  in  a  human  form,  as  Gabriel  did  : 
and  to  confirm  their  opinion  they  allege  Mohammed's  words,  that  he 
saw  his  Lord  in  a  most  beautiful  form,  and  Moses  talking  with  God 
face  to  face.''     And 

3.  The  Keramians,  or  followers  of  Mohammed  Ebn  Keram,  called 
also  Mojassemians,  or  Corporalists  ;  who  not  only  admitted  a  resem- 
blance between  GOD  and  created  beings,  but  declared  God  to  be  cor- 
poreal.3  The  more  sober  among  them,  indeed,  when  they  applied  the 
word  body  to  GoD,  would  be  understood  to  mean,  that  he  is  a  self- 
subsisting  being,  which  with  them  is  the  definition  of  body  :  but  yet 
some  of  them  affirmed  him  to  be  finite,  and  circumscribed,  either  on 
all  sides,  or  on  some  only  (as  beneath,  for  example),  according  to  dif- 
ferent opinions  ;'*  and  others  allowed  that  he  might  be  felt  by  the  hand, 
and  seen  by  the  eye.  Nay,  one  David  al  Jawari  went  so  far  as  to  say, 
that  his  deity  was  a  body  composed  of  flesh  and  blood,  and  that  he 
had  members,  as  hands,  feet,  a  head,  a  tongue,  eyes,  and  ears  ;  but 
that  he  was  a  body,  however,  not  like  other  bodies,  neither  was  he  like 
to  any  created  being  :  he  is  also  said  farther  to  have  affirmed  that  from 
the  crown  of  the  head  to  the  breast  he  was  hollow,  and  from  the  breast 
downward  solid,  and  that  he  had  black  curled  hair.*  These  most  blas- 
phemous and  monstrous  notions  were  the  consequence  of  the  literal 
acceptation  of  those  passages  in  the  Koran  which  figuratively  attribute 
corporeal  actions  to  God,  and  of  the  words  of  Mohammed,  when  he 
said,  that  GOD  created  man  in  his  own  image,  and  that  himself  had  felt 
the  fingers  of  God,  which  he  laid  on  his  back,  to  be  cold  :  besides  which, 
this  sect  are  charged  with  fathering  on  their  prophet  a  great  number 
of  spurious  and  forged  traditions  to  support  their  opinion,  the  greater 
part  whereof  fhey  borrowed  from  the  Jews,  who  are  accused  as  naturally  1 
prone  to  assimilate  God  to  men,  so  that  they  describe  him  as  weeping] 
for  Noah's  flood  till  his  eyes  were  sore.*  And,  indeed,  though  we  grant 
the  Jews  may  have  imposed  on  Mohammed  and  his  followers  in  many 
instances,  and  told  them  as  solemn  truths  things  which  themselves  be- 
lieved not  or  had  invented,  yet  many  expressions  of  this  kind  are  to  be 
found  in  their  writings  ;  as  when  they  introduce  GOD  roaring  like  a  lion 
at  every  watch  of  the  night,  and  crying,  "  Alas  !  that  I  have  laid  waste 
my  house,  and  suffered  my  temple  to  be  burnt,  and  sent  my  children 
into  banishment  among  the  heathen,"  (S:c.' 

4.  The  jabarians — who  are  the  direct  opponents  of  the  Kadarians — 1 
denying  free  agency  in  man,  and  ascribing  his  actions  wholly  unto 

2  Vide  Poc.  ibid.  p.  255,  &c.  Abulfar.  p.  167,  S:c.  3  Al  Mawakef,  apud  Poc.  ibid.  ^  Al 
Shahrest.  apud  eund.  ibid.  p.  226.  2  Vjde  RIarracc.  Prodr.  part  iii.  p.  76.  ^  Al  ShahresL 
ubi  sup.  4  Idem,  ibid.  p.  225.  ^  Idem,  ibid.  p.  226,  227.  6  Idem,  ibid.  p.  227,  228. 

i  Talm.  Berachoth,  c.  i.     Vide  Poc,  ubi  supra,  p  228. 
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God.'  They  take  their  denomination  from  al  Jabr,  which  signifies 
necessity,  or  compulsion  ;  because  they  hold  man  to  be  necessarily 
and  inevitably  .constrained  to  act  as  he  does,  by  force  of  God's  eternal 
and  immutable  decree.^  This  sect  is  distinguished  into  several  species  ; 
some  being  more  rigid  and  extreme  in  their  opinion,  who  are  thence 
called  pure  Jabarians,  and  others  more  moderate,  who  are  therefore 
called  middle  Jabarians.  The  former  will  not  allow  men  to  be  said 
either  to  act,  or  to  have  any  power  at  all,  either  operative  or  acquiring ; 
asserting  that  man  can  do  nothing,  but  produces  all  his  actions  by 
necessity,  having  neither  power,  nor  will,  nor  choice,  any  more  than 
an  inanimate  agent  :  they  also  declare  that  rewarding  and  punishing 
are  also  the  effects  of  necessity  ;  and  the  same  they  say  of  the  imposing 
of  commands.  This  was  the  doctrine  of  the  Jahmians,  the  followers  of 
Jahm  Ebn  Safwan,  who  likewise  held  that  paradise  and  hell  will  vanish, 
or  be  annihilated,  after  those  who  are  destined  thereto  respectively 
shall  have  entered  them,  so  that  at  last  there  will  remain  no  existing 
being  besides  GOD  ;*  supposing  those  words  of  the  Koran  which  de- 
clare that  the  inhabitants  of  paradise  and  of  hell  shall  remain  therein 
for  ever,  to  be  hyperbolical  only,  and  intended  for  corroboration,  and 
not  to  denote  an  eternal  duration  in  reality.^  The  moderate  Jabarians 
are  those  who  ascribe  some  power  to  man,  but  such  a  power  as  hath 
no  influence  on  the  action  :  for  as  to  those  who  grant  the  power  of  man 
to  have  a  certain  influence  on  the  action,  which  influence  is  called  Ac- 
quisition, some^  will  not  admit  them  to  be  called  Jabarians  ;  though 
others  reckon  those  also  to  be  called  middle  Jabarians,  and  to  contend 
for  the  middle  opinion  between  absolute  necessity  and  absolute  liberty, 
who  attribute  to  man  acquisition,  or  concurrence  in  producing  the 
action,  whereby  he  gaineth  commendation  or  blame  (yet  without  ad- 
mitting it  to  have  any  influence  on  the  aciion),  and,  therefore,  make  the 
Asharians  a  branch  of  this  sect.'  Having  again  mentioned  the  term 
Acquisition,  we  may,  perhaps,  have  a  clearer  idea  of  what  the  Moham- 
medans mean  thereby,  when  told,  that  it  is  defined  to  be  an  action 
directed  to  the  obtaining  of  profit,  or  the  removing  of  hurt,  and  for  that 
reason  never  applied  to  any  action  of  God,  who  acquireth  to  himself 
neither  profit  nor  hurt.'  Of  the  middle  or  moderate  Jabarians  were 
the  Najarians  and  the  Derarians.  The  Najarians  were  the  adherents 
of  al  Hasan  Ebn  Mohammed  al  Najar,  who  taught  that  GOD  was  he 
who  created  the  actions  of  men,  both  good  and  bad,  and  that  man  ac- 
quired them,  and  also  that  man's  power  had  an  influence  on  the  action, 
or  a  certain  co-operation,  which  he  called  acquisition  ;  and  herein  he 
agreed  with  al  Ashari.*  The  Derarians  were  the  disciples  of  Derar 
Ebn  Amru,  who  held  also  that  men's  actions  are  really  created  by 
GOD,  and  that  man  really  acquired  them,^  The  Jabarians  also  say, 
that  God  is  absolute  Lord  of  his  creatures,  and  may  deal  with  them 
according  to  his  own  pleasure,  without  rendering  account  to  any,  and 
that  if  he  should  admit  all  men,  without  distinction,  into  paradise,  it 
would  be  no  impartiality,  or  if  he  should  cast  them  all  into  hell  it  would 

-  Vide  Abulfarag,  p.  i68.  3  Al  Shahrest.  al  Mawakef.  et  Ebn  al  Koss4,  apud  Poc.  ibid, 

p.  233,  &c.  4  Al  Shahrest.  al  Motarezzi,  et  Ebn  al  Kossa,  apud  eund.  p.  239,  243,  &c. 

0  Idem,  ibid.  p.  260.         6  Al  Shahrest.         7  Ebn  al  Kossa,  et  al  Mawakef.         1  Ebn  al  Kossa 
apud  Poc.  ubi  sup.  p.  240.         2  Al  Shahrest.  apud  eund.  p.  245.         3  Idem,  ibid 
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be  no  injustice/  And  in  this  particular,  likewise,  they  agree  with  the 
Ashdrians,  who  assert  the  same,^  and  say  that  reward  is  a  favour  from 
God,  and  punishment  a  piece  of  justice  ;  obedience  being  by  them  con- 
sidered as  a  sign  only  of  future  reward,  and  transgression  as  a  sign  of 
future  punishment.^ 

5.  The  Morgians  ;  who  are  said  to  be  derived  from  the  Jabarians.' 
These  teach  that  the  judgment  of  every  true  believer,  who  hath  been 
guilty  of  a  grievous  sin,  will  be  deferred  till  the  resurrection  ;  for  which 
reason  they  pass  no  sentence  on  him  in  this  world,  either  of  absolution 
or  condemnation.  They  also  hold  that  disobedience  with  faith  hurteth 
not ;  and  that,  on  the  other  hand,  obedience  with  infidelity  profiteth 
not.'  As  to  the  reason  of  their  name  the  learned  differ,  because  of  the 
different  significations  of  its  root,  each  of  which  they  accommodate  to 
some  opinion  of  the  sect.  Some  think  them  so  called  because  they 
postpone  works  to  intention,  that  is,  esteem  works  to  be  inferior  in 
degree  to  intention  and  profession  of  the  faith;*  others,  because  they 
allow  hope,  by  asserting  that  disobedience  with  faith  hurteth  not,  &c.  ; 
others  take  the  reason  of  the  name  to  be,  their  deferring  the  sentence 
of  the  heinous  sinner  till  the  resurrection  f  and  others,  their  degrading 
of  Ali,  or  removing  him  from  the  first  degree  to  the  fourth  :*  for  the 
Morgians,  in  some  points  relating  to  the  office  of  Imam,  agree  with  the 
Kharejites.  This  sect  is  divided  into  four  species :  three  of  which, 
according  as  they  happen  to  agree  in  particular  dogmas  with  the 
Kharejites,  the  Kadarians,  or  the  Jabarians,  are  distinguished  as  Mor- 
gians of  those  sects,  and  the  fourth  is  that  of  the  pure  Morgians ;  which 
last  species  is  again  subdivided  into  five  others.^  The  opinions  of 
Mokatel  and  Bashar,  both  of  a  sect  of  the  Morgians  called  Thaubanians, 
should  not  be  omitted.  The  former  asserted  that  disobedience  hurts 
not  him  who  professes  the  unity  of  GOD,  and  is  endued  with  faith ; 
and  that  no  true  believer  shall  be  cast  into  hell :  he  also  taught  that 
God  will  surely  forgive  all  crimes  besides  infidelity;  and  that  a  dis- 
obedient believer  will  be  punished,  at  the  day  of  resurrection,  on  the 
bridge^  laid  over  the  midst  of  hell,  where  the  flames  of  hell  fire  shall 
catch  hold  on  him,  and  torment  him  in  proportion  to  his  disobedience, 
and  that  he  shall  then  be  admitted  into  paradise.^  The  latter  held 
that  if  God  do  cast  the  believers  guilty  of  grievous  sins  into  hell,  yet 
they  will  be  delivered  thence  after  they  shall  have  been  sufficiently 
punished  ;  but  that  it  is  neither  possible  nor  consistent  with  justice  that 

4  Abulfarag,  p.  i63,  &c.  5  _\1  Shahrestani,  ubi  sup.  p.  252,  &c. 

<>  Sharh  al  Tawalea,  ibid.  To  the  same  effect  writes  the  Moorish  author  quoted  above, 
from  whom  I  will  venture  to  transcribe  the  following  passage,  with  which  he  concludes  his 
Discourse  on  Freewill.  "  Intellectus  fere  Uimine  naturali  novit  Deum  esse  rectum  judicem  et 
justum,  qui  non  aliter  afificit  creaturam  quam  juste  :  etiam  Deum  esse  absolutum  Dominum,  et 
hanc  orbis  machinam  esse  ejus,  et  ab  eo  creatam  ;  Deum  nullis  debere  rationem  reddere,  ciim 
quicquid  agat,  agat  jure  proprio  sibi :  et  ita  absolute  poterit  afficere  pra;mio  vel  poena  quem 
vult,  cum  omnis  creatura  sit  ejus,  nee  facit  cuiquam  injuriam,  eisi  eam  tormentis  et  pcunif 
aeternis  afficiat :  plus  enim  boni  et  commodi  accepit  creatura  quando  accepit  esse  a  suo  creatorc, 
quam  incommodi  et  damni  quando  ab  eo  damnata  est  et  affecta  tormentis  et  poenis.  Hoc  autem 
intelligitur  si  Deus  absolute  id  faceret.  Quando  enim  Deus,  pietate  et  misericordia  molus, 
eligit  aliquos  ut  ipsi  serviant,  Dominus  Deus  gratia  su.^  id  facit  ex  infinita  bonitate  ;  et  quando 
aliquos  derelinquit,  et  prrnis  et  tormentis  afficit,  ex  justitia  et  rectitudinc.  Et  tandem  dicimus 
omnes  poenas  esse  justas  quae  a  Deo  vcniunt,  et  nostra  tantum  culpa,  et  omnia  bona  esse  2i 
pietate  et  misericordia  ejus  infinita."  7  Al  Shahrest.  ubi  sup.  p.  256.  ^  Abulfar.  p.  169. 

*  Al  Firauz.  3  Ebn  al  Athir,  al  Motarrezi.  ■*  Al  Sliahrcst.  ubi  sup.  p.  254,  &c.  *  Ideuti 
ibid.         8  See  before,  Sect.  IV.  p.  71.         7  Al  Shahrest.  ubi  iV'P  P   "i?. 
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they  should  remain  therein  for  ever ;  which,  as  has  oeen  observed,  was 
the  opinion  of  al  Ashari. 

Ill,  The  Kharejites  are  they  who  depart  or  revolt  from  the  lawful 
prince  established  by  public  consent;  and  thence  comes  their  name, 
which  signifies  revolters  or  rebels.^  The  first  who  were  so  called  were 
twelve  thousand  men  who  revolted  from  Ali,  after  they  had  fought 
under  him  at  the  battle  of  Seffein,  taking  offence  at  his  submitting  the 
decision  of  his  right  to  the  Khalifat,  which  Moawiyah  disputed  with 
him,  to  arbitration,  though  they  themselves  had  first  obliged  him  to  it.' 
These  were  also  called  Mohakkemites,  or  Judiciarians ;  because  tlie 
reason  which  they  gave  for  their  revolt  was,  that  Ali  had  referred  a 
matter  concerning  the  religion  of  God  to  the  judgment  of  men,  whereas 
the  judgment,  in  such  case,  belonged  only  unto  GOD.'  The  heresy  of 
the  Kharejites  consisted  chiefly  in  two  things,  i.  In  that  they  affirmed 
a  man  might  be  promoted  to  the  dignity  of  Imam,  or  prince,  though 
he  was  not  of  the  tribe  of  Koreish,  nor  even  a  freeman,  provided  he 
was  a  just  and  pious  person,  and  endued  with  the  other  requisite  quali- 
fications; and  also  held  that  if  the  Imam  turned  aside  from  the  truth, 
he  might  be  put  to  death  or  deposed ;  and  that  there  was  no  absolute 
necessity  for  any  Imam  at  all  in  the  world.  2.  In  that  they  charged 
Ali  with  sin,  for  having  left  an  affair  to  the  judgment  of  men,  which 
ought  to  have  been  determined  by  God  alone ;  and  went  so  far  as  to 
declare  him  guilty  of  infidelity,  and  to  curse  him  on  that  account.^  In 
the  38th  year  of  the  Hejra,  which  was  the  year  following  the  revolt,  all 
these  Kharejites  who  persisted  in  their  rebellion,  to  the  number  of  four 
thousand,  were  cut  to  pieces  by  Ali,  and,  as  several  historians'*  write, 
even  to  a  man :  but  others  say  nine  of  them  escaped,  and  that  two  fled 
into  Oman,  two  into  Kerman,  two  into  Sejestan,  two  into  Mesopotamia, 
and  one  to  Tel  Mawrun ;  and  that  these  propagated  their  heresy  in 
those  places,  the  same  remaining  there  to  this  day.^  The  principal 
sects  of  the  Kharejites,  besides  the  Mohakkemites  above  mentioned, 
are  six;  which,  though  they  greatly  differ  among  themselves  in  other 
matters,  yet  agree  in  these,  viz.,  that  they  absolutely  reject  Othman 
and  Ali,  preferring  the  doing  of  this  to  the  greatest  obedience,  and 
allowing  marriages  to  be  contracted  on  no  other  terms ;  that  they 
account  those  who  are  guilty  of  grievous  sins  to  be  infidels ;  and  that 
they  hold  it  necessary  to  resist  the  Imam  when  he  transgresses  the  law. 
One  sect  of  them  deserves  more  particular  notice,  viz. — 

The  Waidians,  so  called  from  al  Waid,  which  signifies  the  threats 
denounced  by  GOD  against  the  wicked.  These  are  the  antagonists  of 
the  Morgians,  and  assert  that  he  who  is  guilty  of  a  grievous  sin  ought 
to  be  declared  an  infidel  or  apostate,  and  will  be  eternally  punished  in 
hell,  though  he  were  a  true  believer  :*  which  opinion  of  theirs,  as  has 
been  observed,  occasioned  the  first  rise  of  the  Motazalites.  One 
Jaafar  Ebn  Mobashshar,  of  the  sect  of  the  Nodhamians,  was  yet  more 
severe  than  the  Waidians,  pronouncing  him  to  be  a  reprobate  and  an 
apostate  who  steals  but  a  grain  of  corn.' 

8  Idem,  ibid.  p.  269.  1  Sec  Ockley's  Hist,  of  the  Saiac.  vol.  i.  p.  60,  &c.  2  Al  Shalirest- 
ubi  sup.  p.  270.         '^  Idem,  ibid.  ^  Abuheda,  al  Jannabi,  Elmacinus,  p.  40.  5  Al  Shah, 

restani.  See  Ockley's  Hist,  of  the  Saracens,  ubi  sup.  p.  63.  t'  Abulfai-.  p,  1&9.  Al  Shahrest 
ftpud  Poc.  Spec.  p.  256.        1  Vide  Poc.  ibid.  p.  257 
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IV.  The  Shiites  are  the  opponents  of  the  Kharejites  :  their  name 
properly  signifies  sectaries  or  adherents  in  general,  but  is  peculiarly 
used  to  denote  those  of  All  Ebn  Taleb ;  who  maintain  him  to  be  lawful 
Khalif  and  Imam,  and  that  the  supreme  authority,  both  in  spirituals 
and  temporals,  of  right  belongs  to  his  descendants,  notwithstanding 
they  may  be  deprived  of  it  by  the  injustice  of  others,  or  their  own  fear. 
They  also  teach  that  the  office  of  Imam  is  not  a  common  thing, 
depending  on  the  will  of  the  vulgar,  so  that  they  may  set  up  whom 
they  please  ;  but  a  fundamental  affair  of  religion,  and  an  article  which 
the  prophet  could  not  have  neglected,  or  left  to  the  fancy  of  the  common 
people  :'  nay,  some,  thence  called  Imamians,  go  so  far  as  to  assert, 
that  religion  consists  solely  in  the  knowledge  of  the  true  Imam.^  The 
principal  sects  of  the  Shiites  are  five,  which  are  subdivided  into  an 
almost  innumerable  number ;  so  that  some  understand  Mohammed's 
prophecy  of  the  seventy  odd  sects,  of  the  Shiites  only.  Their  general 
opinions  are — i.  That  the  peculiar  designation  of  the  Imam,  and  the 
testimonies  of  the  Koran  and  Mohammed  concerning  him,  are  necessary 
points.  2.  That  the  Imams  ought  necessarily  to  keep  themselves  free 
from  light  sins  as  well  as  more  grievous.  3.  That  every  one  ought 
publicly  to  declare  who  it  is  that  he  adheres  to,  and  from  whom  he 
separates  himself,  by  word,  deed,  and  engagement ;  and  that  herein 
there  should  be  no  dissimulation.  But  in  this  last  point  some  of  the 
Zeidians,  a  sect  so  named  from  Zeid,  the  son  of  Ali  surnamed  Zein  al 
abedin,  and  great-grandson  of  Ali,  dissented  from  the  rest  of  the 
Shiites.'*  As  to  other  articles,  wherein  they  agreed  not,  some  of  them 
came  pretty  near  to  the  notions  of  the  Motazalites,  others  to  those  of  the 
Moshabbehites,  and  others  to  those  of  the  Sonnites.^  Among  the  latter 
of  these  Mohamnied  al  Baker,  another  son  of  Zein  al  abedin's,  seems  to 
claim  a  place  :  for  his  opinion  as  to  the  will  of  GOD  was,  that  GoD 
willeth  something  in  us,  and  something  from  us,  and  that  what  he 
vvilleth  from  us  he  hath  revealed  to  us  ;  for  which  reason  he  thought  it 
preposterous  that  we  should  employ  our  thoughts  about  those  things 
which  God  willeth  in  us,  and  neglect  those  which  he  vvilleth  from  us  : 
and  as  to  God's  decree,  he  held  that  the  way  lay  in  the  middle,  and 
that  there  was  neither  compulsion  nor  free  liberty.'  A  tenet  of  the 
Khattabians,  or  disciples  of  one  Abu'I  Khattab,  is  too  peculiar  to  be 
omitted.  These  maintained  paradise  to  be  no  other  than  the  pleasures 
of  this  world,  and  hell  fire  to  be  the  pains  thereof,  and  that  the  world 
will  never  decay  :  which  proposition  being  first  laid  down,  it  is  no 
wonder  they  went  farther,  and  declared  it  lawful  to  indulge  themselves 
in  drinking  wine  and  whoring,  and  to  do  other  things  forbidden  by  the 
law,  and  also  to  omit  doing  the  things  commanded  by  the  law.' 

Many  of  the  Shiites  carried  their  veneration  for  Ali  and  his  descend- 
ants so  far,  that  they  transgressed  all  bounds  of  reason  and  decency  ; 
though  some  of  them  were  less  extravagant  than  others.  The  Gholaites, 
who  had  their  name  from  their  excessive  zeal  for  their  Imams,  were  so 
highly  transported  therewith,  that  they  raised  them  above  the  degree 
of  created  beings,  and  attributed  divine  properties  to  them  ;   trans- 

-  Al  Shahrest.  ibid.  p.  261.  Abulfar.  p.  169.  ^  Al  Shahrest.  ibid.  p.  262.  *■  Idem,  ibid. 
Vide  D'Herbel.  Bibl.  Orient.  Art.  Schiah.  8  Vide  Poc.  ibid.  1  Al  Shahrest.  ibid.  p.  26 ^ 
i  Idem,  et  Ebn  al  KossA,  ibid.  p.  260,  &c. 
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gre.ssing  on  either  hand,  by  deifying  of  mortal  men,  and  by  making  Gou 
corporeal:  for  one  while  they  liken  one  of  their  Imams  to  God,  and  another 
while  they  liken  GOD  to  a  creature.^  The  sects  of  these  are  various, 
and  have  various  appellations  in  different  countries.  Abd'allah  Ebn 
Saba  (who  had  been  a  Jew,  and  had  asserted  the  same  thing  of  Joshua 
the  son  of  Nun)  was  the  ringleader  ot  one  of  them.  This  man  gave 
the  following  salutation  to  Ali,  viz.,  "  Thou  art  Thou,"  i.e.^  Thou  art 
God  :  and  hereupon  the  Gholaites  became  divided  into  several 
species  ;  some  maintaining  the  same  thing,  or  something  like  it,  of 
Ali,  and  others  of  some  of  one  of  his  descendants  ;  affirming  that  he 
was  not  dead,  but  would  return  again  in  the  clouds,  and  fill  the  earth 
with  justice.*  But  howmuchsoever  they  disagreed  in  other  things,  they 
unanimously  held  a  metempsychosis,  and  what  they  call  al  Holul,  or 
the  descent  of  God  on  his  creatures  ;  meaning  thereby  that  GOD  is 
present  in  every  place,  and  speaks  with  every  tongue,  and  appears  in 
some  individual  person  ->  and  hence  some  of  them  asserted  their  Imams 
to  be  prophets,  and  at  length  gods.*  The  Nosairians  and  the  Ishakians 
taught  that  spiritual  substances  appear  in  grosser  bodies ;  and  that  the 
angels  and  the  devil  have  appeared  in  this  manner.  They  also  assert 
that  God  hath  appeared  in  the  form  of  certain  men  ;  and  since,  after 
Mohammed,  there  hath  been  no  man  more  excellent  than  Ali,  and, 
after  him,  his  sons  have  excelled  all  other  men,  that  GOD  hath  ap- 
peared in  their  form,  spoken  with  their  tongue,  and  made  use  of  their 
hands  ;  for  which  reason,  say  they,  we  attribute  divinity  to  them.'  And 
to  support  these  blasphemies,  they  tell  several  miraculous  things  of 
Ali,  as  his  moving  the  gates  of  Khaibar,'  which  they  urge  as  a  plain  proof 
that  he  was  endued  with  a  particle  of  divinity  and  with  sovereign  power, 
and  that  he  was  the  person  in  whose  form  GOD  appeared,  with  whose 
hands  he  created  all  things,  and  with  whose  tongue  he  published  his 
commands ;  and  therefore  they  say  he  was  in  being  before  the  creation 
of  heaven  and  earth.^  In  so  impious  a  manner  do  they  seem  to  wrest 
those  things  which  are  said  in  scripture  of  Christ  by  applying  them 
to  Ali.  These  extravagant  fancies  of  the  Shiites,  however,  in  making 
their  Imams  partakers  of  the  divine  nature,  and  the  impiety  of  some  of 
those  Imams  in  laying  claim  thereto,  are  so  far  from  being  peculiar  to 
this  sect,  that  most  of  the  other  Mohammedan  sects  are  tainted  with 
the  same  madness  ;  there  being  many  found  among  them,  and  among 
the  Sufis  especially,  who  pretend  to  be  nearly  related  to  heaven,  and 
who  boast  of  strange  revelations  before  the  credulous  people.'*  It  may 
not  be  amiss  to  hear  what  al  Ghazali  has  written  on  this  occasion. 
"  Matters  are  come  to  that  pass,"  says  he,  "  that  some  boast  of  an 
union  with  GOD,  and  of  discoursing  familiarly  with  him,  without  the 
interposition  of  a  veil,  saying,  '  It  hath  been  thus  said  to  us,'  and  'We 
have  thus  spoken;'  affecting  to  imitate  Hosein  al  Hallaj,  who  was  put 
to  death  for  some  words  of  this  kind  uttered  by  him,  he  having  said 
(as  was  proved  by  credible  witnesses),  ^  I  am  the  Truth ,'5  or  Abu  Yazid 
al  Bastami,  of  whom  it  is  related  that  he  often  used  the  expression, 

5  Idem,  ibid.  4  Idem,  ibid.  p.  264.  Vide  Marracc.  Prodr.  part  iii.  p.  80,  &c.  5  Idem, 
ibid.  p.  265.  6  Vide  D'Herbel.  Bibl.  Or.  Art.  Hakem  Beamrillah.  1  Idem,  ibid.  Abulfar. 
p.  169.  2  See  Prid.  Life  of  Mah.  p.  93.  3  Al  Shah,  ubi  sup.  p.  266.  4  Poc.  Spea 

p.  267.         '  Vide  D'Herbel.  Bibl.  Orient.  Art.  Hallage. 
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'  Sobhani,'  i.e,^  'Praise  be  unto  me!'^  But  this  way  of  talking  is  the 
cause  of  great  mischief  among  the  common  people  ;  insomuch  that 
husbandmen,  neglecting  the  tillage  of  their  land,  have  pretended  to 
the  like  privileges ;  nature  being  tickled  with  discourses  of  this  kind, 
which  furnish  men  with  an  excuse  for  leaving  their  occupations,  under 
pretence  of  purifying  their  souls,  and  attaining  I  know  not  what  degrees 
and  conditions.  Nor  is  there  anything  to  hinder  the  most  stupid 
fellows  from  forming  the  like  pretensions  and  catching  at  such  vain 
expressions :  for  whenever  what  they  say  is  denied  to  be  true,  they 
fail  not  to  reply  that  our  unbelief  proceeds  from  learning  and  logic ; 
affirming  learning  to  be  a  veil,  and  logic  the  work  of  the  mind ;  whereas 
what  they  tell  us  appears  only  within,  being  discovered  by  the  light  of 
truth.  But  this  is  that  truth  the  sparks  whereof  have  flown  into  several 
countries  and  occasioned  great  mischiefs;  so  that  it  is  more  for  the 
advantage  of  GoD's  true  religion  to  put  to  death  one  of  those  who 
utter  such  things  than  to  bestow  life  on  ten  others."' 

Thus  far  have  we  treated  of  the  chief  sects  among  the  Mohammedans 
of  the  first  ages,  omitting  to  say  anything  of  the  more  modern  sects, 
because  the  same  are  taken  little  or  no  notice  of  by  their  own  writers, 
and  would  be  of  no  use  to  our  present  design.'  It  may  be  proper, 
however,  to  mention  a  word  or  two  of  the  great  schism  at  this  day 
subsisting  between  the  Sonnites  and  the  Shiites,  or  partisans  of  Ali, 
and  maintained  on  either  side  with  implacable  hatred  and  furious  zeal. 
Though  the  difference  arose  at  first  on  a  political  occasion,  it  has, 
notwithstanding,  been  so  well  improved  by  additional  circumstances 
and  the  spirit  of  contradiction,  that  each  party  detest  and  anathematize 
the  other  as  abominable  heretics,  and  farther  from  the  truth  than  either 
the  Christians  or  the  Jews.^  The  chief  points  wherein  they  differ  are — 
I.  That  the  Shiites  reject  Abu  Beer,  Omar,  and  Othman,  the  three 
first  Khalifs,  as  usurpers  and  intruders ;  whereas  the  Sonnites  acknow- 
ledge and  respect  them  as  rightful  Imams.  2.  The  Shiites  prefer  Ali 
to  Mohammed,  or,  at  least,  esteem  them  both  equal ;  but  the  Sonnites 
admit  neither  Ali  nor  any  of  the  prophets  to  be  equal  to  Mohammed. 
3.  The  Sonnites  charge  the  Shiites  with  corrupting  the  Koran  and 
neglecting  its  precepts,  and  the  Shiites  retort  the  same  charge  on  the 
Sonnites.  4.  The  Sonnites  receive  the  Sonna,  or  book  of  traditions  of 
their  prophet,  as  of  canonical  authority ;  whereas  the  Shiites  reject  it 
as  apocryphal  and  unworthy  of  credit.  And  to  these  disputes,  and 
some  others  of  less  moment,  is  principally  owing  the  antipathy  which 
has  long  reigned  between  the  Turks,  who  are  Sonnites,  and  the 
Persians,  who  are  of  the  sect  of  Ali.  It  seems  strange  that  Spinosa, 
had  he  known  of  no  other  schism  among  the  Mohammedans,  should 
yet  never  have  heard  of  one  so  publicly  notorious  as  this  between 
the  Turks  and  Persians;  but  it  is  plain  he  did  not,  or  he  would 
never  have  assigned  it  as  the  reason  of  his  preferring  the  order  of  the 
Mohammedan  church  to  that  of  the  Roman,  that  there  have  arisen 
no  schisms  in  the  former  since  its  birth/ 

6  Vide  Ibid.  Art.  Bastham.        1  Al  Ghaz'di,  apud  Poc.  ubi  sup.  2  The  reader  may  meet 

wiili  some  account  of  them  in  Ricaut's  State  of  the  Ottom.  Empire,  1.  2,  c.  12.  3  Vide 

ibid.  c.  10,  and  Chardin,  Voy.  de  Perse,  t.  ii.  p.  169,  170,  &c. 

4  The  words  of  the  Spinosa  are:  "Oidincni  Romanse  ecclesia: — politicum  ct  plurimis 
lucrosum  esse  fateor ;  ncc  ad  decipicndam  plebem,  et  hominum  animos  coerccndum  commo" 
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As  success  in  any  project  seldom  fails  to  draw  in  imitators,  Moham- 
med's having  raised  himself  to  such  a  degree  of  power  and  reputation 
by  acting  the  prophet,  induced  others  to  imagine  they  might  arrive  at 
the  same  height  by  the  same  means.  His  most  considerable  competi- 
tors in  the  prophetic  office  were  Moseilama  and  al  Aswad,  whom  the 
Mohammedans  usually  call  the  two  liars. 

The  former  was  of  the  tribe  of  Honeifa,  who  inhabited  the  province 
of  Yamama,  and  a  principal  man  among  them.  He  headed  an  em- 
bassy sent  by  his  tribe  to  Mohammed  in  the  ninth  year  of  the  Hejra, 
and  professed  himself  a  Moslem  :'  but  on  his  return  home,  considering 
that  he  might  possibly  share  with  Mohammed  in  his  power,  the  next 
year  he  set  up  for  a  prophet  also,  pretending  to  be  joined  with  him  in 
the  commission  to  recall  mankind  from  idolatry  to  the  worship  of  the 
true  God  ;'  and  he  published  written  revelations,  in  imitation  of  the 
Koran,  of  which  Abulfaragius^  has  preserved  the  following  passage, 
viz. :  "  Now  hath  GOD  been  gracious  unto  her  that  was  with  child,  and 
hath  brought  forth  from  her  the  soul,  which  runneth  between  the  peri- 
tonaeum and  the  bowels."  Moseilama,  having  formed  a  considerable 
party  among  those  of  Honeifa,  began  to  think  himself  upon  equal 
terms  with  Mohammed,  and  sent  him  a  letter,  offering  to  go  halves 
with  him,*  in  these  words  :  "  From  Moseilama  the  apostle  of  God, 
to  Mohammed  the  apostle  of  God.  Now  let  the  earth  be  half  mine, 
and  half  thine."  But  Mohammed,  thinking  himself  too  well  established 
to  need  a  partner,  wrote  him  this  answer  :  "  From  Mohammed  the 
apostle  of  God,  to  Moseilama  the  har.  The  earth  is  God's  :  he  giveth 
the  same  for  inheritance  unto  such  of  his  servants  as  he  pleaseth  ;  and 
the  happy  issue  shall  attend  those  who  fear  him."^  During  the  fev/ 
months  which  Mohammed  lived  after  this  revolt,  Moseilama  rather 
gained  than  lost  ground,  and  grew  very  formidable  ;  but  Abu  Beer,  his 
successor,  in  the  eleventh  year  of  the  Hejra,  sent  a  great  army  against 
him,  under  the  command  of  that  consummate  general,  Khaled  Ebn  al 
Walid,  who  engaged  Moseilama  in  a  bloody  battle,  wherein  the  false 
prophet,  happening  to  be  slain  by  Wahsha,  the  negro  slave  who  had 
killed  Hamza  at  Ohod,  and  by  the  same  lance,^  the  Moslems  gained 
an  entire  victory,  ten  thousand  of  the  apostates  being  left  dead  on  the 
spot,  and  the  rest  returning  to  Mohammedism.^ 

Al  Aswad,  whose  name  was  Aihala,  was  of  the  tribe  of  Ans,  and 
governed  that  and  the  other  tribes  of  Arabs  descended  from  Madhhaj.- 
This  man  was  likewise  an  apostate  from  Mohammedism,  and  set  up 
for  himself  the  very  year  that  Mohammed  died.'  He  was  surnamed 
Dhu'lhemar,  or  the  master  of  the  ass,  because  he  used  frequently  to 
say,  "  The  master  of  the  ass  is  coming  unto  me  ;  "^  and  pretended  to 
receive  his  revelatior  s  from  two  angels,  named  Sohaik  and  Shoraik.'' 
Having  a  good  hand  at  legerdemain,  and  a  smooth  tongue,  he  gained 
mightily  on  the  mull  itude  by  the  strange  feats  which  he  showed  them, 

diorem  isto  crederem,  ni  ordo  Mahumedanae  ecclesise  esset,  qui  long?;  eundem  antecellit.  Nam 
Ji  quo  tempore  haec  superstitio  ince pit,  nulla  i.:  *»orum  ecclesia  schismata  orta  sunt."  Opera 
Posth.  p.  613.^  1  Abulfed.  p.  i6o.  2  Idem,  Elmac.  p.  9.  3  Hist.  Dynast,  p.  164. 

4  Abulfed.  ubi  sup.  5  Al  Beidawi,  in  Kor.  c.  5.  6  Abulfed.  ubi  sup.  7  Idem,  ibid. 

Abulfarag,  p.  173.  Elmac.  p.  16,  &c.  See  Ockley's  Hist,  of  the  Saracens,  vol.  i.  p.  15,  &c. 
>■  Al  Soheili,  apud  Gagnier.  in  not.  ad  Abulf.  Vit,  Rloh.  p.  158,  2  Elmac.  p.  9.  »  Abulfed 
ubi  sup.  *  Al  Soheili.  ubi  sup. 
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and  the  eloquence  of  his  discourse  \^  by  these  means  he  greatly  in- 
creased his  power,  and  having  made  himself  maTter  of  Najran,  and  the 
territory  of  al  Tayef,*  on  the  death  of  Badhan,  the  governor  of  Yaman 
for  Mohammed,  he  seized  that  province  also,  killing  Shahr,  the  son  of 
Sadhan,  and  taking  to  wife  his  widow,  whose  father,  the  uncle  of  Firuz 
the  Deilamite,  he  had  also  slain.^  These  news  being  brought  to  Mo- 
hammed, he  sent  to  his  friends,  and  to  those  of  Hamdan,  a  party  of 
whom,  conspiring  with  Kais  Ebn  Abd'al  Yaghuth,  who  bore  al  Aswad 
a  grudge,  and  with  Firuz,  and  al  Aswad's  wife,  broke  by  night  into  his 
house,  where  Firuz  surprised  him  and  cut  off  his  head.  While  he  was 
dispatching  he  roared  like  a  bull ;  at  which  his  guards  came  to  the 
chamber  door,  but  were  sent  awny  by  his  wife,  who  told  them  the  pro- 
phet was  only  agitated  by  the  divine  inspiration.  This  was  done  the 
very  night  before  Mohammed  died.  The  next  morning  the  conspira- 
tors caused  the  following  proclamation  to  be  made,  viz.  :  "  1  bear 
witness  that  Mohammed  is  the  apostle  of  God,  and  that  Aihala  is  a 
liar ; "  and  letters  were  immediately  sent  away  to  Mohammed,  with  an 
account  of  what  had  been  done  :  but  a  messenger  from  heaven  out- 
stripped them,  and  acquainted  the  prophet  with  the  news,  which  he 
imparted  to  his  companions  but  a  little  before  his  death  ;  the  letters 
themselves  not  arriving  till  Abu  Beer  was  chosen  Khalif.  It  is  said 
that  Mohammed,  on  this  occasion,  told  those  who  attended  him  that 
before  the  day  of  judgment  thirty  more  impostors,  besides  Moseilama 
and  al  Aswad,  should  appear,  and  every  one  of  them  set  up  for  a  pro- 
phet. The  whole  time,  from  the  beginning  of  al  As  wad's  rebellion  to 
his  death,  was  about  four  months.^ 

In  the  same  eleventh  year  of  the  Hejra,  but  after  the  death  of  Mo- 
hammed, as  seems  most  probable,  Toleiha  Ebn  Khowailed  set  up  for  a 
prophet,  and  Sejaj  Bint  al  Mondar'  for  a  prophetess. 

Toleiha  was  of  the  tribe  of  Asad,  which  adhered  to  him,  together 
with  great  numbers  of  the  tribes  of  Ghatfan  and  Tay.  Against  them 
likewise  was  Khaled  sent,  who  engaged  and  put  them  to  flight,  oblig- 
ing Toleiha,  with  his  shattered  troops,  to  retire  into  Syria,  where  )^e 
stayed  till  the  death  of  Abu  Beer  :  then  he  went  to  Omar  and  embracfd 
Mohammedism  in  his  presence,  and,  having  taken  the  oath  of  fideli-y 
to  him,  returned  to  his  own  country  and  people,' 

Sejaj,  surnamed  0mm  Sader,  was  of  the  tribe  of  Tamim,  and  the 
wife  of  Abu  Cahdala,  a  soothsayer  of  Yamama.  She  was  followed  not 
only  by  those  of  her  own  tribe,  but  by  several  others.  Thinking  a  pro- 
phet the  most  proper  husband  for  her,  she  went  to  Moseilama,  and 
married  him  ;  but  after  she  had  stayed  with  him  three  days,  she  left  him 
and  returned  home,^  What  became  of  her  afterwards  I  do  not  find. 
Ebn  Shohnah  has  given  us  part  of  the  conversation  which  passed  at 
the  interview  between  those  two  pretenders  to  inspiration  ;  but  the 
same  is  a  little  too  immodest  to  be  translated. 

In  succeeding  ages  several  impostors  from  time  to  time  started  i;p 
most  of  whom  quickly  came  to  nothing  :  but  some  made  a  considerable 
figure,  and  propagated  sects  which  continued  long  after  their  decease. 

^  Abulfed.  ubi  sup.  6  Idem,  et  Elmac.  ubi  sup.  7  Idem,  al  Janruibi,  ubi  .s;  r. 

8  Idem,  ibid.  ^    ^  Kbn  Sholinah  and  Elm.icinus  call  lier  the  daughter  of  al  Harcth.       i*  El.u  i  . 
p.  i6,  al  Beidav.i,  in  Kor.  c.  5.         '^  Ebn  SholmaL     Vide  Elmac  p.  16. 
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I  shall  give  a  brief  account  of  the  most  remarkable  of  them,  in  order  of 
time. 

In  the  reign  of  al  Mohdi,  the  third  Khalif  of  the  race  of  al  Abbas, 
one  Hakem  Ebn  Hashem*,  originally  of  Meru,  in  Khorasan,  who  had 
been  an  under-secretary  to  Abu  Moslem,  the  governor  of  that  province, 
and  afterwards  turned  soldier,  passed  thence  into  Mawaralnahr,  where 
he  gave  himself  out  for  a  prophet.  He  is  generally  named  by  the  Arab 
writers  al  Mokanna,  and  sometimes  al  Borkai,  that  is,  "  the  veiled," 
because  he  used  to  cover  his  face  with  a  veil,  or  a  gilded  mask,  to  con- 
ceal his  deformity,  having  lost  an  eye  in  the  wars,  and  being  otherwise 
of  a  despicable  appearance  ;  though  his  followers  pretended  he  did  it 
for  the  same  reason  as  Moses  did,  viz.,  lest  the  splendour  of  his  coun- 
tenance should  dazzle  the  eyes  of  the  beholders.  He  made  a  great 
many  proselytes  at  Nakhshab  and  Kash,  deluding  the  people  with 
several  juggling  performances,  which  they  swallowed  for  miracles,  and 
particularly  by  causing  the  appearance  of  a  moon  to  rise  out  of  a  well, 
for  many  nights  together ;  whence  he  was  also  called,  in  the  Persian 
tongue,  Sazendeh  mah,  or  the  moonmaker.  This  impious  impostor, 
not  content  with  being  reputed  a  prophet,  arrogated  divine  honours  to 
himself,  pretending  that  the  deity  resided  in  his  person  :  and  the  doc- 
trine whereon  he  built  this  was  the  same  v^^ith  that  of  the  Gholaites 
above  mentioned,  who  affirmed  a  transmigration  or  successive  mani- 
festation of  the  divinity  through  and  in  certain  prophets  and  holy  men, 
from  Adam  to  these  latter  days  (of  which  opinion  was  also  Abu  Moslem 
himself) ;'  but  the  particular  doctrine  of  al  Mokanna  was,  that  the  per- 
son in  whom  the  deity  had  last  resided  was  the  aforesaid  Abu  Moslem, 
and  that  the  same  had,  since  his  death,  passed  into  himself.  The  fac- 
tion of  al  Mokanna,  who  had  made  himself  master  of  several  fortified 
places  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  cities  above  mentioned,  growing 
daily  more  and  more  powerful,  the  Khalif  was  at  length  obliged  to  send 
an  army  to  reduce  him  ;  at  the  approach  whereof  al  Mokanna  retired 
into  one  of  his  strongest  fortresses,  which  he  had  well  provided  for  a 
siege,  and  sent  his  emissaries  abroad  to  pursuade  people  that  he  raised 
the  dead  to  life,  and  knew  future  events.  But,  being  straitly  besieged 
by  the  Khalif 's  forces,  when  he  found  there  was  no  possibility  for  him 
to  escape,  he  gave  poison,  in  wine,  to  his  whole  family,  and  all  that 
were  with  him  in  the  castle  ;  and  when  they  were  dead  he  burnt  their 
bodies,  together  with  their  clothes,  and  all  the  provisions  and  cattle ; 
and  then,  to  prevent  his  own  body's  being  found,  he  threw  himself  into 
the  flames,  or,  as  others  say,  into  a  tub  of  aqua  fortis,  or  some  other 
preparation,  which  consumed  every  part  of  him,  except  only  his  hair  : 
so  that  when  the  besiegers  entered  the  place,  they  found  no  creature  in 
it,  save  one  of  al  Mokanna's  concubines,  who,  suspecting  his  design, 
had  hid  herself,  and  discovered  the  whole  matter.  This  contrivance, 
however,  failed  not  to  produce  the  effect  which  the  impostor  designed 
among  the  remaining  part  of  his  followers  ;  for  he  had  promised  them 
that  his  soul  should  transmigrate  into  the  form  of  a  grey-headed  man 
riding  on  a  greyish  beast,  and  that  after  so  many  years  he  would  return 

4  Or  Ebn  Ata,  according  to  Ebn  Shohnan.  1  This  explains  a  doubt  of  Mr.  Bay'e  concern- 
ing a  passage  of  Elmacinus,  as  translated  by  Erpenius,  and  corrected  by  Bespier.  Vide  Bayle. 
Die.  Hist,  Art.  Abumuslimus,  vers  la  fin,  et  Rem.  B. 
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to  them,  and  give  them  the  earth  for  their  possession  :  the  expectation 
of  which  promise  Icept  the  sect  in  being  for  several  ages  after'  undei 
the  name  of  Mobeyyidites,  or,  as  the  Persians  call  them,  Sefid 
jamehghian,  i.e,^  the  clothed  in  white,  because  they  wore  their  garments 
of  that  colour,  in  opposition,  as  is  supposed,  to  the  Khalifs  of  the 
family  of  Abbas,  whose  banners  and  habits  were  black.  The  historians 
place  the  death  of  al  Mokanna  in  the  162nd  or  163rd  year  of  the 
Hejra.' 

In  the  year  of  the  Hejra  201,  Babec,  surnamed  al  Khorremi,  and 
Khorremdin,  either  because  he  was  of  a  certain  district  near  Ardebil 
in  Adhcrbijan,  called  Khorrem,  or  because  he  instituted  a  merry  re- 
ligion, which  is  the  signification  of  the  word  in  Persian,  began  to  take 
on  him  the  title  of  a  prophet.  I  do  not  find  what  doctrine  he  taught ; 
but  it  is  said  he  professed  none  of  the  religions  then  known  in  Asia. 
He  gained  a  great  number  of  devotees  in  Adherbijan  and  the  Persian 
Irak,  and  grew  powerful  enough  to  wage  war  with  the  Khalif  al  Mdmun, 
vdiose  troops  he  often  beat,  killing  several  of  his  generals,  and  one  of 
them  with  his  own  hand  ;  and  by  these  victories  he  became  so  for- 
midable that  al  Motasem,  the  successor  of  al  Mamun,  was  obliged  to 
employ  the  forces  of  the  whole  empire  against  him.  The  general  sent 
to  reduce  Babec  was  Afshid,  who  having  overthrown  him  in  battle, 
took  his  castles  one  after  another  with  invincible  patience,  notwith- 
standing the  rebels  gave  him  great  annoyance,  and  at  last  shut  up  the 
impostor  in  his  principal  fortress  ;  which  being  taken,  Babec  found 
means  to  escape  thence  in  disguise,  with  some  of  his  family  and 
principal  followers  ;  but  taking  refuge  in  the  territories  of  the  Greeks, 
was  betrayed  in  the  following  manner.  Sahel,  an  Armenian  officer, 
happening  to  know  Babec,  enticed  him,  by  offers  of  service  and  respect, 
into  his  power,  and  treated  him  as  a  mighty  prince,  till,  when  he  sat 
down  to  eat,  Sahel  clapped  himself  down  by  him  ;  at  which  Babec  being 
surprised,  asked  him  how  he  dared  to  take  that  liberty  unasked?  "It 
is  true,  great  king,"  replied  Sahel,  "  I  have  committed  a  fault ;  for  who 
am  1,  that  I  should  sit  at  your  majesty's  table?"  And  immediately 
sending  for  a  smith,  he  made  use  of  this  bitter  sarcasm,  "  Stretch  forth 
your  legs,  great  king,  that  this  man  may  put  fetters  on  them."  After 
this  Sahel  sent  him  to  Afshid,  though  he  had  offered  a  large  sum  for 
his  liberty,  having  first  ^served  him  in  his  own  kind,  by  causing  his 
mother,  sister,  and  wife  to  be  ravished  before  his  face  ;  for  so  Babec 
used  to  treat  his  prisoners,  Afshid,  having  the  arch-rebel  in  his  power, 
conducted  him  to  al  Motasem,  by  whose  order  he  was  put  to  an 
ignominious  and  cruel  death.  This  man  had  maintained  his  ground 
against  the  power  of  the  Khalifs  for  twenty  years,  and  had  cruelly 
put  to  death  above  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  people  ;  it  being 
his  custom  never  to  spare  man,  woman,  or  child,  either  of  the  Moham- 
medans or  their  allies.^  The  sectaries  of  Babec  which  remained  after 
his  death  seem  to  have  been  entirely  dispersed,  there  being  little  or  no 
mention  made  of  them  by  historians. 

1  They  were  a  sect  in  the  days  of  Abulfaragius,  who  lived  about  five  hundred  years  after  this 
extraordinary  event ;  and  may,  for  aught  I  know,  be  so  still.  2  Ex  Abulfarag,  Hist.  Dyn. 

p.  22D.  Lobb  al  Tawarikh,  Ebn  Shohnah,  al  Tabari,  and  Khondamir.  Vide  D'Herbe!.  BibL 
Orient.  Art.  H.ikem  Ben  Haschem.  3  Ex  Abulfarag,  p    25?,  h.c,     Elmacin.  p.  141,  &C;< 

ail  1  Khondamir.     Vide  D'Herbel.  Art    P.ibec. 
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About  the  year  235,  one  Mahmud  Ebn  Faraj  pretended  to  be  Moses 
resuscitated,  and  played  his  part  so  well  that  several  people  believed 
on  him,  and  attended  him  when  he  was  brought  before  the  Khalif  al 
Motawakkel.  That  prince,  having  been  an  ear-witness  of  his  extravagant 
discourses,  condemned  him  to  receive  ten  buffets  from  every  one  of 
his  followers,  and  then  to  be  drubbed  to  death;  which  was  accordingly 
executed  ;  and  his  disciples  were  imprisoned  till  they  came  to  tlitii 
right  minds.* 

The  Karmatians,  a  sect  which  bore  an  inveterate  malice  against  the 
Mohammedans,  b^gan  first  to  raise  disturbances  in  the  year  of  the 
Hejra  278,  and  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  al  Motamed.  Their  origin 
is  not  well  known  ;  but  the  common  tradition  is,  that  a  poor  fellow, 
whom  some  call  Karmata,  came  fiom  Khuzistan  to  the  villages  near 
CCifa,  and  there  feigned  great  sanctity  and  strictness  of  life,  and  that 
God  had  enjoined  him  to  pray  fifty  times  a  day,  pretending  also  to 
invite  people  to  the  obedience  of  a  certain  Imam  of  the  family  of 
Mohammed  :  and  this  way  of  life  he  continued  till  he  had  made  a 
very  great  party,  out  of  whom  he  chose  twelve,  as  his  apostles,  to 
govern  the  rest,  and  to  propagate  his  doctrines.  But  the  governor  of 
the  province,  finding  men  neglected  their  work,  and  their  husbandry 
in  particular,  to  say  those  fifty  prayers  a  day,  seized  the  fellow,  and 
having  put  him  into  prison,  swore  that  he  should  die  ;  which  being 
overheard  by  a  girl  belonging  to  the  governor,  she,  pitying  the  man. 
at  night  took  the  key  of  the  dungeon  from  under  her  master's  head  as 
he  slept,  and  having  let  the  prisoner  out,  returned  the  key  to  the  place 
whence  she  had  it.  The  next  morning  the  governor  found  the  bird 
flown ;  and  the  accident  being  publicly  known,  raised  great  admiration, 
his  adherents  giving  it  out  that  GOD  had  taken  him  into  heaven. 
Afterwards  he  appeared  in  another  province,  and  declared  to  a  great 
number  of  people  he  had  got  about  him  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of 
any  to  do  him  hurt;  notwithstanding  which,  his  courage  failing  him, 
he  retired  into  Syria,  and  was  not  heard  of  any  more.  His  sect,  however, 
continued  and  increased,  pretending  that  their  master  had  manifested 
himself  to  be  a  true  prophet,  and  had  left  them  a  new  law,  wherein  he 
had  changed  the  ceremonies  and  form  of  prayer  used  by  the  Moslems, 
and  introduced  a  new  kind  of  fast ;  and  that  he  had  also  allowed  them 
to  drink  wine,  and  dispensed  with  several  things  commanded  in  the 
Koran.  They  also  turned  the  precepts  of  that  book  into  allegory ; 
teaching  that  prayer  was  the  symbol  of  obedience  to  their  Imam,  and 
fasting  that  of  silence,  or  concealing  their  dogmas  from  strangers : 
they  also  believed  fornication  to  be  the  sin  of  infidelity;  and  the  guilt 
thereof  to  be  incurred  by  those  who  revealed  the  mysteries  of  their 
religion,  or  paid  not  a  blind  obedience  to  their  chief.  They  are  said  to 
have  produced  a  book,  wherein  was  written  (among  other  things),  "  In 
the  name  of  the  most  merciful  GoD.  Al  Faraj  Ebn  Othman  of  the 
town  of  Nasrana,  saith  that  Christ  appeared  unto  him  in  a  human  form, 
and  said,  '  Thou  art  the  invitation :  thou  art  the  demonstration :  thou 
art  the  camel :  thou  art  the  beast :  thou  art  John  the  son  of  Zacharias  : 
thou  art  the  Holy  Ghost.'"*     From  the  year  above  mentioned   the 

<  Ebn  Shohnah.     Vide  D'Iferbpl.  p.  537.        1  Apud  Abulfar,  p.  275. 
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Karmatlans,  under  several  leaders,  gave  almost  continual  disturbance 
to  the  Khalifs  and  their  Mohammedan  subjects  for  several  years; 
committing  great  disorders  and  outrages  in  Chaldea,  Arabia,  Syria,  and 
Mesopotamia,  and  at  length  establishing  a  considerable  principality, 
the  power  whereof  was  in  its  meridian  in  the  reign  of  Abu  Dhaher, 
famous  for  his  taking  of  Mecca,  and  the  indignities  by  him  offered  to 
the  temple  there,  but  which  declined  soon  after  his  time  and  oame  to 
nothing.' 

To  the  Karmatlans  the  Ismaelians  of  Asia  were  very  near  of  kin, 
if  they  were  not  a  branch  of  them.  For  these,  who  were  also  called 
al  Molahedah,  or  the  Impious,  and  by  the  writers  of  the  history  of  the 
holy  wars.  Assassins,  agreed  with  the  former  in  many  respects ;  such 
as  their  inveterate  malice  against  those  of  other  religions,  and  especially 
the  Mohammedan,  their  unlimited  obedience  to  their  prince,  at  whose 
command  they  were  ready  for  assassinations,  or  any  other  bloody  and 
dangerous  enterprise,  their  pretended  attachment  to  a  certain  Imam 
of  the  house  of  Ali,  &:c.  These  Ismaelians  in  the  year  483  possessed 
themselves  of  al  Jebal,  in  the  Persian  Irak,  under  the  conduct  of  Hasan 
Sabah ;  and  that  prince  and  his  descendants  enjoyed  the  same  for  a 
hundred  and  seventy-one  years,  till  the  whole  race  of  them  was 
destroyed  by  Holagu  the  Tartar.' 

The  Batenites,  which  name  is  also  given  to  the  Ismaelians  by  some 
authors,  and  likewise  to  the  Karmatians,"  were  a  sect  which  professed 
the  same  abominable  principles,  and  were  dispersed  over  several  parts 
of  the  east.'  The  word  signifies  Esoterics,  or  people  of  inward  or 
hidden  light  or  knowledge. 

Abu'l  Teyyeb  Ahmed,  surnamed  al  Motanabbi,  of  the  tribe  of  J6fa, 
is  too  famous  on  another  account  not  to  claim  a  place  here.  He  was 
one  of  the  most  excellent  poets  among  the  Arabians,  there  being  none 
besides  Abu  Temam  who  can  dispute  the  prize  with  him.  His  poetical 
inspiration  was  so  warm  and  exalted  that  he  either  mistook  it  or 
thought  he  could  persuade  others  to  believe  it  to  be  prophetical,  and 
therefore  gave  himself  out  to  be  a  prophet  indeed;  and  thence  acquired 
his  surname,  by  which  he  is  generally  known.  His  accomplishments 
were  too  great  not  to  have  some  success;  for  several  tribes  of  the 
Arabs  of  the  deserts,  particularly  that  of  Kelab,  acknowledged  him  to 
be  what  he  pretended.  But  Lulu,  governor  in  those  parts  for  Akhshid 
king  of  Egypt  and  Syria,  soon  put  a  stop  to  the  further  progress  of  this 
new  sect  by  imprisoning  their  prophet  and  obliging  him  to  renounce 
his  chimerical  dignity;  which  having  done, he  regained  his  liberty,  and 
applied  himself  solely  to  his  poetry,  by  means  whereof  he  got  very 
considerable  riches,  being  in  high  esteem  at  the  courts  of  several 
princes.  Al  Motanabbi  lost  his  life,  together  with  his  son,  on  the 
bank  of  the  Tigris,  in  defending  the  money  which  had  been  given  him 
by  Adado'ddawla,  soltan  of  Persia,  against  some  Arabian  robbers  who 
demanded  it  of  him,  with  which  money  he  was  returning  to  Ciifa,  his 
native  city.     This  accident  happened  in  the  year  354.* 

2  Ex  Abulfar.  ibid.  Elmacino,  p.  174,  &c.  Ebn  Shohnah,  Khondaniir.  Vide  D'Herl)el.  Art. 
Carmath.  1  Vide  Abulfar.  p.  505,  &c.     D'Herbel.  p.  104,  437,  505,  620,  and  784.         2  Vjjj 

Eiinacin.  p.  174  and  2S6.     D'Herb.  p.  194.        '^  Vide  Abulfar.  p.  361,  374,  3S0,  483.        *  Pnefc 
in  opera  Motanabbis  MS.     Vide  D'Herbel.  p.  638,  &c. 


SEC.  viii,  THE  PRELIMINARY  DISCOURSE.  1^5 

The  last  pretender  to  prophecy  I  shall  now  take  notice  of  is  one 
who  appeared  in  the  city  of  Amasia,  in  Natolia,  in  the  year  638,  and 
by  his  wonderful  feats  seduced  a  great  multitude  of  people  there.  He 
was  by  nation  a  Turkman,  and  called  himself  Baba,  and  had  a  disciple 
named  Isaac,  whom  he  sent  about  to  invite  those  of  his  own  nation  to 
join  him.  Isaac  accordingly,  coming  to  the  territory  of  Someisat, 
published  his  commission,  and  prevailed  on  many  to  embrace  his 
master's  sect,  especially  among  the  Turkmans ;  so  that  at  last  he  had 
six  thousand  horse  at  his  heels,  besides  foot.  With  these  Baba  and 
his  disciple  made  open  war  on  all  who  would  not  cry  out  with  them, 
"There  is  no  God  but  God;  Baba  is  the  apostle  of  GoD:"  and  they 
put  great  numbers  of  Mohammedans,  as  well  as  Christians,  to  the 
sword  in  those  parts ;  till  at  length  both  Mohammedans  and  Christians, 
joining  together,  gave  them  battle,  and  having  entirely  routed  them, 
put  them  all  to  the  sword,  except  their  two  chiefs,  who  being  taken 
alive,  had  their  heads  struck  off  by  the  executioner.* 

I  could  mention  several  other  impostors  of  the  same  kind,  which 
have  arisen  among  the  Mohammedans  since  their  prophet's  time,  and 
very  near  enough  to  complete  the  number  foretold  by  him:  but  I 
apprehend  the  reader  is  by  this  time  tired  as  well  as  myself,  and  shall 
therefore  here  conclude  this  discourse,  which  may  be  thought  already 
too  long  for  an  introduction. 


'  Abulfar,  p,  479.     Ebn  Shohnah,  D  Herb,  Art,  B5ba, 
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A  L     KORAN. 


CHAPTER   I. 

ENTITLED,   THE   PREFACE,   OR    INTRODUCTION;^    REVEALED 

AT    MECCA. 

IN    THE   NAME   OF    THE   MOST    MERCIFUL   GUU. 

PRAISE  be  to  God,  the  Lord  of  all  creatures  ;'-  the  most  merciful, 
the  king  of  the  day  of  judgment.  Thee  do  we  worship,  and  ot 
Uiee  do  we  beg  assistance.  Direct  us  in  the  right  way,  in  the  way  of 
those  to  whom  thou  hast  been  gracious  ;  not  of  those  against  whom 
ihou  art  incensed,  nor  of  those  who  go  astray.* 

»  In  Arabic  al  Fatihai.  This  chapter  is  a  prayer,  and  held  in  great  veneration  by  the  Mo- 
hammedans, who  give  it  several  other  honourable  titles ;  as  the  chapter  oi prayer,  oi  f  raise,  ot 
thanksgiving,  of  treasiire,  &c.  They  esteem  it  as  the  quintessence  of  the  whole  Koran,  and 
often  repeat  it  in  their  devotions  both  public  and  private,  as  the  Christians  do  the  Lord's 
Prayer.  1 

0  The  original  words  are.  Rabbi 'lalamhia,  which  literally  signify  Lord  of  the  worlds',  but 
diavuna  in  this  and  other  places  of  the  Koran  properly  mean  the  three  species  of  rational 
creatures,  men,  genii,  and  angels.  Father  Marracci  has  endeavoured  to  prove  from  this  paS' 
sage  that  Mohammed  believed  a  plurality  of  worlds,  which  he  calls  the  error  of  the  Manichees, 
&c.  :"-  but  this  imputation  the  learned  Reland  has  shown  to  be  entirely  groundless. 3 

"  This  last  sentence  contains  a  petition,  that  God  would  lead  the  supplicants  into  the  true 
religion,  by  which  is  meant  the  Mohammedan,  in  the  Koran  often  called  the  rieht  way ;  in 
this  place  more  particularly  defined  to  be,  the  way  of  those  to  whom  God  hath  been  gracious, 
that  is,  of  the  prophets  and  faithful  who  preceded  Mohammed  ;  under  which  appellations  are 
also  comprehended  the  Jews  and  Christians,  such  as  they  were  in  the  times  of  their  primitive 
purity,  before  they  had  deviated  from  their  respective  institutions  ;  not  the  way  of  the  tnodern 
Jews,  whose  signal  calamities  are  marks  of  the  just  anger  of  God  against  them  for  their  ob- 
stinacy and  disobedience  ;  nor  of  the  Christians  of  this  age,  who  have  departed  frem  the  true 
doctrine  of  Jesus,  and  are  bewildered  in  a  labyrinth  oi  error  A 

I'his  is  the  common  exposition  of  the  passage  ;  though  al  Zamakhshari,  and  some  others,  by 
a  different  application  of  the  negatives,  refer  the  whole  to  the  true  believers ;  and  then  the  sense 
will  run  thus  :  The  way  of  those  to  whom  thou  hast  been  gracioJis,  against  whom  thou  art  not 
incensed,  and  who  have  not  erred.     Which  translation  the  original  will  very  well  bear. 

'  Vide  Boboviuni  de  Precib.  Mohainnied.  p.  3,  et  seq.       2  In  Prodromo  ad  Refut.  Alcorani 
Dart  iv.  p.  76,  et  in  notis  ad  Ale.  c.  1.        3  De  Religion.  Mohammed,  p.  z'^z      ^  Jallalo  ddin. 
Al  Beidrtv,:.  &c 


AL  KORAN,  CHAP.  n. 


CHAPTER    II. 

ENTITLED,  THE  COW  ;^    REVEALED   PARTLY   AT   MECCA,  AND   PARTLY 

AT  MEDINA. 

IN   THE  NAME  OF  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

AL.  M.®  There  is  no  doubt  in  this  book  ;  it  is  a  direction  to  the 
•  pious,  who  believe  in  the  mysteries^  of  faith,  who  observe  the 
appointed  times  of  prayer,  and  distribute  alms  out  of  what  we  have 
bestowed  on  them  ;  and  who  beheve  in  that  revelation,  which  hath 
been  sent  down  unto  thee,  and  that  which  hath  been  sent  down  unto 
the  prophets  before  thee,8  and  have  firm  assurance  in  the  life  to  come  :^ 
these  are  directed  by  their  LORD,  and  they  shall  prosper.  As  for  the 
unbelievers,  it  will  be  equal  to  them  whether  thou  admonish  them,  or 
do  not  admonish  them ;  they  will  not  believe.  GoD  hath  sealed  up 
their  hearts  and  their  hearing ;  a  dimness  covereth  their  sight,  and 
they  shall  suffer  a  grievous  punishment.  There  are  some  who  say, 
We  believe  in  God  and  the  last  day,  but  are  not  really  be- 
lievers ;  they  seek  to  deceive  God,  and  those  who  do  believe,  but 
they  deceive  themselves  only,  and  are  not  sensible  thereof.  There  is 
an  infirmity  in  their  hearts,  and  GOD  hath  increased  that  infirmity ;' 
and  they  shall  suffer  a  most  painful  punishment  because  they  have  dis- 
believed. When  one  saith  unto  them,  Act  not  corruptly^  in  the  earth, 
they  reply,  Verily,  we  are  men  of  integrity.^  Are  not  they  them- 
selves corrupt  doers?  but  they  are  not  sensible  thereof.  And  when 
one  saith  unto  them,  Believe  ye  as  others™  believe  ;  they  answer.  Shall 
we  believe  as  fools  believe  ?  Are  not  they  themselves  fools .''  but  they 
know  it  not.  When  they  meet  those  who  believe,  they  say,  We  do 
believe  :  but  when  they  retire  privately  to  their  devils,"  they  say.  We 

<i  This  title  was  occasioned  by  the  story  of  the  red  heifer,  mentioned  p.  9. 

®  As  to  the  meaning  of  these  letters,  see  the  Preliminary  Discourse,  Sect.  IIL 

f  The  Arabic  word  is  gheib,  which  properly  signifies  a  thing  that  is  absent,  at  a  great  dis- 
tance, or  invisible,  such  as  the  resurrection,  paradise,  and  hell.  And  this  is  agreeable  to  the 
language  of  scripture,  which  defines  faith  to  be  the  evidence  of  things  not  seen\ 

S  The  Mohammedans  believe  that  God  gave  written  revelations  not  only  to  Moses,  Jesus, 
and  Mohammed,  but  to  several  other  prophets  ;2  though  they  acknowledge  none  of  those  which 
preceded  the  Koran  to  be  now  extant,  e.\cept  the  Pentateuch  of  Moses,  the  Psalms  of  David, 
and  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  ;  which  yet  they  say  were  even  before  Mohammed's  time  altered  and 
corrupted  by  the  Jews  and  Christians ;  and  therefore  will  not  allow  our  present  copies  to  be 
genuine. 

'^  The  original  word  nl-dkherkat  properly  signifies  the  latter  pari  of  anything,  and  by  way  of 
excellence  ilie  next  life,  the  latter  or  future  state  after  death  ;  and  is  opposed  to  al-donya, 
this  world :  and  al-oula,  X.)\q  former  or  present  life.  The  Hebrew  word  ahharith,  from  the 
same  root,  is  used  by  Moses  in  this  sense,  and  is  translated  latter  ettd."^ 

'  Mohammed  here,  and  elsewhere  frequently,  imitates  the  truly  inspired  writers,  in  making 
God  by  operation  on  the  minds  of  reprobates  to  prevent  their  conversion.  This  fatality  or  pre- 
destination, as  believed  by  the  Mohammedans,  hath  been  sufficiently  treated  of  in  the  Prelimi- 
nary Discourse. 

^  Literally  corrupt  not  in  the  earth,  by  which  some  expositors  understand  the  sowing  of 
false  doctrine,  and  corrupting  people's  principles. 

'  According  to  the  explication  in  the  preceding  note,  this  word  must  be  translated  reformers, 
who  promote  true  piety  by  their  doctrine  and  example. 

"*  The  first  companions  and  followers  of  Mohammed.* 

"  The  prophet,  making  use  of  the  liberty  zealots  of  all  religions  have,  by  prescription,  of 

1  Heb.  xi.  I.     See  also  Rom.  xxiv.  25 ;  2  Cor.  iv.  18  and  v.  7.  2  Vide  Reland.  de  Relig. 

Moham.  p.  34   and  Dis.=ert.  de  Samaritanis  p.  34,  &c.  8  Numb.  xxiv.  2  3.  ;  DeUt.  viii.  iC 

«  Jallalo'ddin. 
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really  hold  with  you,  and  only  mock  at  those  people :  GOD  shall  mock 
at  them,  and  continue  them  in  their  impiety  ;  they  shall  wander  in  con- 
fusion. These  are  the  men  who  have  purchased  error  at  the  price  of 
true  direction  :  but  their  traffic  hath  not  been  gainful,  neither  have 
they  been  rightly  directed.  They  are  like  unto  one  who  kindleth  a  fire," 
and  when  it  hath  enlightened  all  around  him,**  GOD  taketh  away  their 
light*^  and  leaveth  them  in  darkness,  they  shall  not  see  ;  they  are  deaf, 
dumb,  and  blind,  therefore  will  they  not  repent.  Or  like  a  stormy 
cloud  from  heaven,  fraught  with  darkness,  thunder,  and  lightning/ 
they  put  their  fingers  in  their  ears,  because  of  the  noise  of  the  thunder, 
for  fear  of  death ;  GOD  encompasseth  the  infidels  :  the  lightning  wanteth 
but  little  of  taking  away  their  sight ;  so  often  as  it  enlighteneth  them, 
they  walk  therein,  but  when  darkness  cometh  on  them,  they  stand  still ; 
and  if  God  so  pleased.  He  would  certainly  deprive  them  of  their  hear- 
ing and  their  sight,  for  GOD  is  almighty.  O  men  of  Mecca !  serve 
your  Lord  who  hath  created  you,  and  those  who  have  been  before  you  : 
peradventure  ye  will  fear  htm  ;  who  hath  spread  the  earth  as  a  bed  for 
you,  and  the  heaven  as  a  covering,  and  hath  caused  water  to  descend 
from  heaven,  and  thereby  produced  fruits  for  your  sustenance.  Set  not 
up  therefore  any  equals  unto  GOD,  against  your  own  knowledge.  If  ye 
be  in  doubt  concerning  that  revelatio7i  which  we  have  sent  down  unto 
our  servant,  produce  a  chapter  like  unto  it,  and  call  upon  your  witnesses, 
besides  God,"  if  ye  say  truth.  But  if  ye  do  it  not,  nor  shall  ever  be 
able  to  do  it^  justly  fear  the  fire  whose  fuel  is  men  and  stones,  prepared 
for  the  unbelievers.  But  bear  good  tidings  unto  those  who  believe,  and 
do  good  works,  that  they  shall  have  gardens  watered  by  rivers  ;  so  often 
as  they  eat  of  the  fruit  thereof  for  sustenance,  they  shall  say,  This  is 
what  we  have  formerly  eaten  of ;  and  they  shall  be  supplied  with  several 
sorts  of  fruit  having  a  mutual  resemblance  to  one  another.*  There 
shall  they  enjoy  wives  subject  to  no  impurity,  and  there  shall  they  con- 
tinue for  ever.     Moreover  God  will  not  be  ashamed  to  propound  in  a 

giving  ill  language,  bestows  this  name  on  the  Jewish  rabbins  and  Christian  priests  ;  though  he 
seems  chiefly  to  mean  the  former,  against  whom  he  had  by  much  the  greater  spleen. 

o  In  this  passage,  Mohammed  compares  those  who  believed  not  on  him,  to  a  man  who  wants 
to  kindle  a  fire,  but  as  soon  as  it  burns  up,  and  the  flames  give  a  light,  shuts  his  eyes,  lest  he 
should  see.  As  if  he  had  said  :  You,  O  Arabians,  have  long  desired  a  prophet  of  your  own 
nation,  and  now  I  am  sent  unto  you_,  and  have  plainly  proved  my  mission  by  the  excellence  of 
my  doctrine  and  revelation,  you  resist  conviction,  and  refuse  to  believe  in  me  ;  therefore  shall 
God  leave  you  in  your  ignorance. 

P  The  sense  seems  to  be  here  imperfect,  and  may  be  completed  by  adding  the  words.  He 
turns  from  it,  sJmts  his  eyes,  or  the  like. 

q  That  is  of  the  unbelievers,  to  whom  the  word  their  being  in  the  plural,  seems  to  refer  ; 
though  it  is  not  unusual  for  Mohammed,  in  affectation  of  the  prophetic  style,  suddenly  to  changf 
the  number  against  all  rules  of  grammar. 

''  Here  he  compares  the  unbelieving  Arabs  to  people  caught  in  a  violent  storm.  To  perceive 
the  beauty  of  this  comparison,  it  must  be  observed,  that  the  Mohammedan  doctors  say,  t'lis 
tempest  is  a  type  or  image  of  the  Koran  itself:  the  thunder  signifying  the  threats  therein  con- 
tained ;  the  lightning,  the  promises ;  and  the  darkness,  the  mysteries.  The  terror  of  the 
threats  makes  them  stop  their  ears,  unwilling  to  hear  truths  so  disagreeable  ;  when  the  promises 
are  read  to  them,  they  attend  with  pleasure;  but  when  anything  mysterious  or  difficult  of 
belief  occurs,  they  stand  stock  still,  and  will  not  submit  to  be  directed. 

*  i.e..  Your  false  gods  and  idols. 

'Some  commentators!  approve  of  this  sense,  supposing  the  fruits  of  paradise,  though  of 
vr^rious  tastes,  are  alike  in  colour  and  outward  appearance  :  but  others^  think  the  meaning  to 
be,  that  the  inhabitants  of  that  place  v/ill  find  there  fruits  of  the  same  or  the  like  kinds  fts  thay 
used  to  eat  while  on  earth. 

1  Jallalo'ddin.        2  a1  Zamakhsharl 
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parable  a  gnat,  or  even  a  more  despicable  thing :"  for  they  who  believe 
will  know  it  to  be  the  truth  from  their  Lord  ;  but  the  unbelievers  will 
say,  What  meaneth  God  by  this  parable?  he  will  thereby  mislead 
many,  and  will  direct  many  thereby  :  but  he  will  not  mislead  a7iy 
thereby,  except  the  transgressors,  who  make  void  the  covenant  of  GoD 
after  the  establishing  thereof,  and  cut  in  sunder  that  which  GOD  hath 
commanded  to  be  joined,  and  act  corruptly  in  the  earth  ;  they  shall 
perish.  How  is  it  that  ye  believe  not  in  GOD  ?  Since  ye  were  dead, 
and  he  gave  you  life  f  he  will  hereafter  cause  you  to  die,  and  will 
again  restore  you  to  life  ;  then  shall  ye  return  unto  him.  It  is  he  who 
hath  created  for  you  whatsoever  is  on  earth,  and  then  set  his  mind  to 
the  creation  /?/ heaven,  and  formed  it  into  seven  heavens  ;  he  knoweth 
all  things.  When  thy  Lord  said  unto  the  angels,  I  am  going  to  place 
a  substitute  on  earth,y  they  said.  Wilt  thou  place  there  one  who  will 
do  evil  therein,  and  shed  blood?  but  we  celebrate  thy  praise,  and 
sanctify  thee.  GOD  answered.  Verily  I  know  that  which  ye  know  not ; 
and  he  taught  Adam  the  names  of  all  things,  and  then  proposed  them 
to  the  angels,  and  said.  Declare  unto  me  the  names  of  these  things  if 
ye  say  truth.  They  answered,  Praise  be  unto  thee,  we  have  no  know- 
ledge but  what  thou  teachest  us,  for  thou  art  knowing  and  wise.  GoD 
said,  O  Adam,  tell  them  their  names.  And  when  he  had  told  them 
their  names,  God  said,  Did  I  not  tell  you  that  I  know  the  secrets  of 
heaven  and  earth,  and  know  that  which  ye  discover,  and  that  which  ye 
conceal  ?*    And  when  we  said  unto  the  angels.  Worship*  Adam,  they 

u  This  was  revealed  to  take  off  an  objection  made  to  the  Koran  by  the  infidels,  for  conde 
scending  to  speak  of  such  insignificant  insects  as  the  spider,  the  pismire,  the  bee,  &C.3 

^  i.e..  Ye  were  dead  while  in  the  loins  of  your  fathers,  and  he  gave  you  life  in  your  mothers 
wombs ;  and  after  death  ye  shall  be  again  raised  at  the  resurrection.4 

y  Concerning  the  creation  of  Adam,  here  intimated,  the  Mohammedans  have  several  peculiar 
traditions.  They  say  the  angels,  Gabriel,  IMichael,  and  Israfil,  were  sent  by  God,  one  after 
another,  to  fetch  for  that  purpose  seven  handfuls  of  earth  from  different  depths,  and  of  difierent 
colours  (whence  some  account  for  the  various  complexion  of  mankind^) ;  but  the  earth  being 
apprehensive  of  the  consequence,  and  desiring  them  to  represrtit  her  fear  to  God  that  the 
creature  he  designed  to  form  would  rebel  against  him,  and  draw  down  his  curse  upon  her, 
they  returned  without  performing  God's  command  ;  whereupon  he  sent  Azrail  on  the  same 
errand,  who  executed  his  commission  without  remorse,  for  which  reason  God  appointed  that 
angel  to  separate  the  souls  from  the  bodies,  being  therefore  called  t^ie  aitgei  of  death.  The 
earth  he  had  talcen  was  carried  into  Arabia,  to  a  place  between  Mecca  and  Tayef,  where, 
being  first  kneaded  bj'  the  angels,  it  was  afterwards  fashioned  by  God  himsell  into  a  human 
form,  and  left  to  dry^  for  the  space  of  forty  days,  or,  as  others  say,  as  many  years,  the  angels 
in  the  meantime  often  visiting  it,  and  Eblis  (then  one  of  the  angels  who  are  nearest  to  God's 
presence,  afterwards  the  devil)  among  the  rest ;  but  he,  not  contented  with  looking  on  it, 
kicked  it  with  his  foot  till  it  rung  and  knowing  God  designed  that  creature  to  be  his  superior, 
took  a  secret  resolution  never  to  acknowledge  him  as  such.  After  this,  God  animated  the 
figure  of  clay  and  endued  it  with  an  intelligent  soul,  and  when  he  had  placed  him  in  paradise, 
formed  Eve  out  of  his  left  side.'' 

^  This  story  Mohammed  borrowed  from  the  Jewish  traditions,  which  say  that  the  angeU 
having  spoken  of  man  with  some  contempt  when  God  consulted  them  about  his  creation,  Gon 
made  answer  that  the  man  was  wiser  than  they ;  and  to  convince  them  of  it,  he  brought  all 
kinds  of  animals  to  them,  and  asked  them  their  names  ;  which  they  not  being  able  to  tell,  he 
put  the  same  question  to  the  man,  who  named  them  one  after  another;  and  being  asked  his 
own  name  and  God's  name,  he  answered  very  justly,  and  gave  God  the  name  of  Jbhovah.^ 
The  angels  adoring  of  Adam  is  also  mentioned  in  the  Talmud. 2 

*  The  original  word  sii^nifies  properly  to  prostrate  one's  j^-^  till  the  forehead  touches  the 
ground,  which  is  the  humblest  posture  of  adoration,  and  strictly  due  to  God  only ;  but  it  i« 
sometimes,  as  in  this  place,  used  to  express  that  civil  worship  or  homage,  which  may  be  paid  tc 
creatures.  3 

3  Yahya.  *  Jallalo'ddin.  ^  Al  Termedi,  from  a  tradition  of  Abu  Musa  al  Ashari 

''  Kor.  c.  55.  5"  Khondamir.     Jallalo'ddin.     Comment,  in  Koran,  &c.    Vide  D'Herbelot, 

Biblioth.  Orient,  p.  55.  i  Vide  Rivin.  Serpent,  seduct.  p.  56.         ^  R.  Moses  Haddarshnn, 

in  Bereshit  rabbah.         ^  Jallalo'ddin. 
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all  worshipped  hi?!i,  except  Eblis,  who  refused,  and  was  pufted  up  with 
pride,  and  became  of  the  mmtber  of  unbelievers.^  And  we  said,  O 
Adam,  dwell  thou  and  thy  wife  in  the  garden,"  and  eat  of  the  fruit 
thereof  plentifully  wherever  ye  will ;  but  approach  not  this  tree,^  lest 
ye  become  of  the  nwnber  of  the  transgressors.  But  Satan  caused  them 
to  forfeit  paradise^  and  turned  them  out  of  the  state  of  happiness 
wherein  they  had  been  ;  whereupon  we  said,  Get  ye  down,^  the  one  of 
you  an  enemy  unto  the  other  ;  and  there  shall  be  a  dwelling-place  for 
you  on  earth,  and  a  provision  for  a  season.  And  Adam  learned  words 
of  prayer  from  his  Lord,  and  God  turned  unto  him,  for  he  is  easy  to 
be  reconciled  and  merciful.  We  said,  Get  ye  all  down  from  hence ; 
hereafter  shall  there  come  unto  you  a  direction  from  me,s  and  whoever 
shall  follow  my  direction,  on  them  shall  no  fear  come,  neither  shall  they 
be  grieved  ;  but  they  who  shall  be  unbelievers,  and  accuse  our  signs^ 
of  falsehood,  they  shall  be  the  companions  of  hell  fire,  therein  shall 
they  remain  for  ever.  O  children  of  Israel,*  remember  my  favour 
wherewith  I  have  favoured  you  ;  and  perform  yo2ir  covenant  with  me, 

^  This  occasion  of  the  devil's  fall  has  some  affinity  with  an  opinion  which  has  been  pretty 
much  entertained  among  Christians,^  viz.,  that  the  angels  being  informed  of  God's  intention  to 
create  man  after  his  own  image,  and  to  dignify  human  nature  by  Christ's  assuming  it,  some 
of  them,  thinking  their  glor>-  to  be  eclipsed  thereby,  envied  man's  happiness,  and  so  revolted. 

°  Mohammed,  as  appears  by  what  presently  follows,  does  not  place  this  garden  or  paradise 
on  earth,  but  in  the  seventh  heaven. 5 

<i  Concerning  this  tree  or  the  forbidden  fruit,  the  Mohammedans,  as  well  as  the  Christians, 
have  various  opinions.  Some  say  it  was  an  ear  of  wheat ;  some  will  have  it  to  have  been  a  fig- 
tree,  and  others  a  vine.  6  The  story  of  the  Fall  is  told,  with  some  further  circumstances,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  seventh  chapter. 

^  They  have  a  tradition  that  the  devil  offering  to  get  into  paradise  to  tempt  Adam,  was  not 
admitted  by  the  guard  ;  whereupon  he  begged  of  the  animals,  one  after  another,  to  carry  him 
in,  that  he  might  speak  to  Adam  and  his  wife  ;  but  they  all  refused  him  except  the  serpent, 
who  took  him  between  two  of  his  teeth,  and  so  introduced  him.  They  add  that  the  serpent  was 
then  of  a  beautiful  form,  and  not  in  the  shape  he  now  bears.'' 

^  The  Mohammedans  say  that  when  they  were  cast  down  fi'om  paradise,  Adam  fell  on  the 
isle  of  Ceylon  or  Serendib,  and  Eve  near  Joddah  (the  port  of  Mecca)  in  Arabia  ;  and  that  after 
a  separation  of  200  years,  Adam  was,  on  his  repentance,  conducted  by  the  angel  Gabriel  to 
a  mountain  near  Mecca,  where  he  found  and  knew  his  wife,  the  mountain  being  thence  named 
Arafat ;  and  that  he  afterwards  retired  with  her  to  Ceylon,  where  they  continued  to  propagate 
their  species. 8 

It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  mention  another  tradition  concerning  the  gigantic  stature  of 
our  first  parents.  Their  prophet,  they  say,  affirmed  Adam  to  have  been  as  tall  as  a  high  palm- 
tree  '^  but  this  would  be  too  much  in  proportion,  if  that  were  really  the  print  of  his  foot,  which 
is  pretended  to  be  such,  on  the  top  of  a  mountain  in  the  isle  of  Ceylon,  thence  named  Pico  de 
Adam,  and  by  the  Arab  writers  Rahun,  being  somewhat  above  two  spans  longlO  (though  others 
say  it  is  70  cubits  long,  and  that  when  Adam  set  one  foot  here,  he  had  the  other  in  the  sea)  ;n 
and  too  httle,  if  Eve  were  of  so  enormous  a  size,  as  is  said,  when  her  head  lay  on  one  hill  near 
Mecca,  her  knees  rested  on  two  others  in  the  plain,  about  two  musket-shots  asunder.l2 

g  God  here  promises  Adam  that  his  will  should  be  revealed  to  him  and  his  posterity ;  which 
promise  the  Mohammedans  believe  was  fulfilled  at  several  times  by  the  ministry  of  several  pro- 
phets, from  Adam  himself,  who  was  the  first,  to  Mohammed,  who  was  the  last.  The  number  of 
books  revealed  unto  Adam  they  say  was  ten,l 

h  This  word  has  various  significations  in  the  Koran  ;  sometimes,  as  in  this  passage,  it  signi- 
fies divijte  revelation,  or  scripture  in  general  ;  sometimes  the  verses  o(  the  Koran  in  particular, 
and  at  other  times  visible  miracies.     But  the  sense  is  easily  distinguished  by  the  context. 

>  The  Jew.s  are  here  called  upon  to  receive  the  Koran,  as  verifying  and  confirming  the  Pen- 
tateuch, particularly  with  respect  to  the  unity  of  God  and  the  mission  of  Mohammed. 2  And 
they  are  exhorted  not  to  conceal  the  passages  of  their  law  which  bear  witness  to  those  truths, 
nor  to  corrupt  them  by  publishing  false  copies  of  the  Pentateuch,  for  which  the  writers  were  but 
poorly  paid.  3 

4  Irenaeus,  Lact.  Greg.  Nyssen.  &c.  5  vide  Marracc.  in  Ale.  p.  24.  6  vide  ibid.  p.  22. 
7  Vide  ibid.  8  D'Herbelot,  Bib.  Orient,  p.  55.  9  Yahya.  10  Moncony's  Voyage, 

part  i.  p.  372,  &c.     See  Knox's  Account  of  Ceylon.  n  Anciennes  Relations  des  Indes,  &c. 

p.  3.  12  Moncony's,  ubi  sup.  1  Vide  Hottinger  Hist.  Orient,  p.  11.  Reland.  de  Relig. 
Mohammed,  p.  21.        2  Yahya.         3  Jallalo'ddin. 
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and  I  will  perform  my  covenant  with  you  ;  and  revere  me :  and  believe 
in  the  revelation  which  I  have  sent  down,  confirming  that  which  is  with 
you,  and  be  not  the  first  who  believe  not  therein,  neither  exchange  my 
signs  for  a  small  price  ;  and  fear  me.  Clothe  not  the  truth  with  vanity, 
neither  conceal  the  truth  against  your  own  knowledge ;  observe  the 
stated  times  of  prayer,  and  pay  your  legal  alms,  and  bow  down  your- 
selves with  those  who  bow  down.  Will  ye  command  men  to  do  justice, 
and  forget  your  own  souls  ?  yet  ye  read  the  book  oj  the  law  :  do  ye  not 
therefore  understand  ?  Ask  help  with  perseverance  and  prayer  ;  this 
indeed  is  grievous,  unless  to  the  humble,  who  seriously  think  they  shall 
meet  their  Lord,  and  that  to  him  they  shall  return.  O  children  ot 
Israel,  remember  my  favour  wherewith  I  have  favoured  you,  and  that 
I  have  preferred  you  above  all  nations :  dread  the  day  wherein  one 
soul  shall  not  make  satisfaction  for  another sov\^n€\'C!\^x  shall  any  inter- 
cession be  accepted  from  them,  nor  shall  any  compensation  be  received, 
neither  shall  they  be  helped.  Re?nembcr  when  we  delivered  you  from 
the  people  of  Pharaoh,  who  grievously  oppressed  you,  they  slew  your 
male  children,  and  let  your  females  live  :  therein  was  a  great  trial  from 
your  Lord.  -And  when  we  divided  the  sea  for  you  and  delivered  you. 
and  drowned  Pharaoh's  people  while  ye  looked  on.'^  And  when  we 
treated  with  Moses  forty  nights  ;  then  ye  took  the  c^Ai^  for  your  God, 
and  did  evil  ;  yet  afterwards  we  forgave  you,  that  peradventure  ye 
might  give  thanks.  And  when  we  gave  Moses  the  book  of  the  law, 
and  the  distinction  between  good  and  evil,  that  peradventure  ye  might 
be  directed.  And  when  Moses  said  unto  his  people,  O  my  people, 
verily  ye  have  injured  your  own  souls,  by  your  taking  the  calf  for  your 
God  J  therefore  be  turned  unto  your  Creator,  and  slay  those  among 
you  who  have  been  guilty  of  that  crime  j^  this  will  be  better  for  you  in 
the  sight  of  your  Creator :  and  thereupon  he  turned  unto  you,  for  he  is 
easy  to  be  reconciled,  and  merciful.  And  when  ye  said,  O  Moses,  we 
will  not  believe  thee,  until  we  see  God  manifestly  ;  therefore  a  punish- 
ment came  upon  you,  while  ye  looked  on  ;  then  we  raised  you  to  life 
after  ye  had  been  dead,  that  peradventure  ye  might  give  thanks."    And 

k  See  t\ie  story  of  Moses  and  Pbaraoh  more  particularly  related,  chapter  vii.  and  xx.  &c. 

1  The  person  who  cast  this  calf,  the  Mohammedans  say,  was  (not  Aaron  but)  al  Sameri,  one 
of  the  principal  men  among  the  children  of  Israel,  some  of  whose  descendants  it  is  pretended 
still  inhabit  an  island  of  that  name  in  the  Arabian  Gulf  4  It  was  made  of  the  rings^and  brace- 
lets of  gold,  silver,  and  other  materials,  which  the  Israelites  had  borrowed  of  the  Egyptians ; 
for  Aaron,  who  commanded  in  his  brother's  absence,  having  ordered  al  Sameri  to  collect  those 
ornaments  from  the  people,  who  carried  on  a  wicked  commerce  with  them,  and  to  keep  them 
together  till  the  return  of  Moses ;  al  Sameri,  understanding  the  founder's  art,  put  them 
altogether  into  a  furnace  to  melt  them  down  into  one  mass,  which  came  out  in  the  form  of  & 
calf  1  The  Israelites,  accustomed  to  the  Egyptian  idolatry,  paying  a  religious  worship  to  this 
image,  al  Sameri  went  farther,  and  took  some  dust  from  the  footsteps  of  the  horse  of  the  angel 
Gabriel,  who  marched  at  the  head  of  the  people,  and  threw  it  into  the  mouth  of  the  calf,  which 
immediately  began  to  low,  and  became  animated  ;2  for  such  was  the  virtue  of  that  dust. 3  One 
writer  says  that  all  the  Israelites  adored  this  calf,  except  only  i2,ooo.4 

"'  In  this  particular,  the  narration  agrees  with  that  of  Moses,  who  ordered  the  Levites  to 
slay  every  vian  his  brother  :^  but  the  scripture  says,  i/iere  Jell  of  the  people  that  day  about 
3,ooo  (the  Vulgate  says  23,000)  7ncn  ;*>  whereas  the  commentators  of  the  Koran  make  the 
number  of  the  slain  to  amount  to  70,000 ;  and  add,  that  God  sent  a  dark  cloud  which  hindered 
them  trom  seeing  one  another,  lest  the  sight  should  move  those  who  executed  the  sentence  to 
compassion. 7 

"  "The  persons  here  meant  are  said  to  have  been  seventy  men,  who  were  made  choice  of  'jy 

4  Geogr.  Nubiens.  p.  45.  ^  Kor.  c.  7.  1  See  Exod.  xxxii.  24.  2  Kor.  c.  ;. 

i^  Jallalo'ddin.    Vide  D'Herbelot,  Bibl.  Orient,  p.  650.       ^Abulfeda.         ^  Exod.  xxxii.  26,  37 
5  Ibid.  38.        7    allalo'ddin.  &c. 
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we  caused  clouds  to  overshadow  you,  and  manna  and  quails"  to  descend 
upon  you,  sayings  Eat  of  the  good  things  which  we  have  given  you  for 
food  :  and  they  injured  not  us,  but  injured  their  own  souls.  And  when 
we  said,  Enter  into  this  city,^  and  eat  of  the  provisions  thereof  plenti- 
fully as  ye  will ;  and  enter  the  gate  worshipping,  and  say,  Forgiveness  !^ 
^ve  will  pardon  you  your  sins,  and  give  increase  unto  the  well-doers. 
But  the  ungodly  changed  the  expression  into  another,'^  different  from 
what  had  been  spoken  unto  them  ;  and  we  sent  down  upon  the  un- 
godly indignation  from  heaven,*  because  they  had  transgressed.  And 
when  Moses  asked  drink  for  his  people,  we  said.  Strike  the  rock*^  with 
thy  rod  ;  and  there  gushed  thereout  twelve  fountains^  according  to  the 
mwiber  of  the  tribes ,  and  all  men  knew  their  respective  drinking-place. 
Eat  and  drink  of  the  bounty  of  GOD,  and  commit  not  evil  in  the  er.rth, 
acting  unjustly.  And  when  ye  said,  O  Moses,  we  will  by  no  means  be 
satisfied  with  one  kind  of  iood ;  pray  unto  thy  Lord  therefore  for  us,  that 
he  would  produce  for  us  of  that  which  the  earth  bringeth  forth,  herbs, 
and  cucumbers,  and  garlic,  and  lentils,  and  onions  f  Moses  answered, 

Moses,  and  heard  the  voice  of  God  talking  with  him.  But  not  being  satisfied  with  that,  they 
demanded  to  see  God  ;  whereupon  they  were  all  struck  dead  by  lightning,  and  on  Moses's 
intercession  restored  to  life.8 

o  The  eastern  writers  say  these  quails  were  of  a  peculiar  kind,  to  be  found  nowhere  but  in 
Yaman,  from  whence  they  were  brought  by  a  south  wind  in  great  numbers  to  the  Israelites' 
camp  in  the  desert. 9  The  Arabs  call  these  birds  Salwd,  which  is  plainly  the  same  with  the 
Hebrew  Sahvhn,  and  say  they  have  no  bones,  but  are  eaten  whole.io 

P  Some  commentators  suppose  it  to  be  Jericho,  others  Jerusalem. 

<1  The  Arabic  word  is  Hittatoti,  which  some  take  to  signify  that  profession  of  the  unity  of 
God  so  frequently  used  by  the  Mohammedans,  La  iidha  ilia  'llaho.  There  is  no  god  but  God. 

'  According  to  Jallalo'ddin,  instead  ol  Hittaton,  they  cried  Habbatfishai'yat—i.e.,  a  grain 
in  an  ear  0/ barley  ;  and  in  ridicule  of  the  divine  command  to  enter  the  citj' in  an  humble 
posture,  they  indecently  crept  in  upon  their  breech. 

*  A  pestilence  which  carried  off  near  70,000  of  them.n 

'  The  commentators  say  this  was  a  stone  which  Moses  brought  from  Mount  Sinai,  and  the 
same  that  fled  away  with  his  garments  which  he  laid  upon  it  one  day  while  he  washed  ;  they 
add  that  Moses  ran  after  the  stone  naked,  till  he  found  himself,  ere  he  was  aware,  in  the  midst 
of  the  people,  who,  on  this  accident,  were  convinced  of  the  falsehood  of  a  report  which  had 
been  raised  of  their  prophet,  that  he  was  bursten,  or,  as  others  write,  an  hermaphrodite. 1 

They  describe  it  to  be  a  square  piece  of  white  marble,  shaped  like  a  man's  head  ;  wherein 
they  differ  not  much  from  the  accounts  of  European  travellers,  who  say  this  rock  stands  among 
several  lesser  ones,  about  100  paces  from  Mount  Horeb,  and  appears  to  have  been  loosened 
from  the  neighbouring  mountains,  having  no  coherence  with  the  others  ;  that  it  is  a  huge  mass 
of  red  granite,  almost  round  on  one  side,  and  flat  on  the  other,  twelve  feet  high,  and  as  many 
thick,  but  broader  than  it  is  high,  and  about  fifty  feet  in  circumference. 2 

w  Marracci  thinks  this  circumstance  looks  like  a  Rabbinical  fiction,  or  else  that  Mohammed 
confounds  the  water  of  the  rock  at  Horeb  with  the  twelve  wells  at  Elim  ;'^  for  he  says  several 
who  have  been  on  the  spot  affirm  there  are  but  three  orifices  whence  the  water  issued. •*  But  it 
is  to  be  presumed  that  Mohammed  had  better  means  of  information  in  this  respect  than  to  fall 
into  such  a  mistake  ;  for  the  rock  stands  within  the  borders  of  Arabia,  and  some  of  his  country- 
men must  needs  have  seen  it,  if  he  himself  did  not,  as  it  is  most  probable  he  did.  And  in  effect 
he  seems  to  be  in  the  right.  For  one  who  went  into  those  parts  in  the  end  of  the  fifteenth 
century  tells  us  expressly  that  the  water  issued  from  twelve  places  of  the  rock,  according  to  the 
number  of  the  tribes  of  Israel ;  egressee  siint  aqticB  largissimce  in  dtiodeciiji  locis  />etm,  juxta 
ninnerum  diiodecim  tribjcmn  Israel.^  A  late  curious  traveller^  observes  that  there  are  twenty- 
four  holes  in  the  stone,  which  may  be  easily  counted — that  is  to  say,  twelve  on  the  flat  side, 
find  as  many  on  the  opposite  round  side,  every  one  being  a  foot  deep,  and  an  inch  wide  ;  and 
he  adds,  that  the  holes  on  one  side  do  not  communicate  with  those  on  the  other,  which  a  less 
accurate  spectator  not  perceiving  (for  they  are  placed  horizontally,  within  two  feet  of  the  top 
of  the  rock),  might  conclude  they  pierced  quite  through  the  stone,  and  so  reckon  them  to  be 
but  twelve. 

«  See  Numb.  xi.  5,  &c. 

8  Ismael  Ebn  AH.  9  See  Psalm  Ixxviii.  26.  10  Vide  D'Herbelot,  Bibl.  Orient,  p.  477. 

n  Jallalo'ddin.  1  Jallalo'ddin,  Yahya.  2  Breydenbach,  Itinerar.  Charta  m  p.  i.  Sicard, 
dans  les  Memoires  des  Missions,  vol.  vii.  p.  14.  3  Exod.  xv.  27  ;  Numb,  xxxiii.  9 

*  Marracc.  Prodr.  part  iv.  p.  80.        5  Breydenbach,  ubi  sup.        6  Sicard,  ubi  sup. 
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Will  ye  excliange  that  which  is  better,  for  that  which  is  worse  ?  Get  ye 
down  into  Egypt,  for  there  shall  ye  find  what  ye  desire  :  and  they  were 
smitten  with  vileness  and  misery,  and  drew  on  themselves  indignation 
from  God.  This  they  suffered^  because  they  believed  not  in  the  signs 
of  God,  and  killed  the  prophets  unjustly  ;  this,  because  they  rebelled 
and  transgressed.  Surely  those  who  believe,  and  those  who  Judaize, 
and  Christians,  and  Sabians,^  whoever  believeth  in  GOD,  and  the  last 
day,  and  doth  that  which  is  right,  they  shall  have  their  reward  with 
their  LORD ;  there  shall  come  no  fear  on  them,  neither  shall  they  be 
grieved.  Call  to  viiiid  also  when  we  accepted  your  covenant,  and  lifted 
up  the  mountain  of  Sinai  over  you,''  saying,  Receive  the  law  which  we 
have  given  you,  with  a  resolution  to  keep  it,  and  remember  that  which 
is  contained  therein,  that  ye  may  beware.  After  this  ye  again  turned 
back,  so  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  God's  indulgence  and  mercy  towards 
you,  ye  had  certainly  been  destroyed.  Moreover  ye  know  ivhat  befell 
those  of  your  nation  who  transgressed  on  the  sabbath  day  f  We  said 
unto  them.  Be  ye  changed  into  apes,  driven  Tiw^y  fro??i  the  society  of 
me?t.  And  we  made  them  an  example  unto  those  who  were  contem- 
porary with  them,  and  unto  those  who  came  after  them,  and  a  warning 
to  the  pious.  And  when  Moses  said  unto  his  people.  Verily  God  com- 
mandeth  you  to  sacrifice  a  cowj'^  they  answercc^.  Dost  thou  make  a  jest 

y  From  these  words,  which  are  repeated  in  the  fifth  chapter,  several  writers^  have  wrongly 
concluded  that  the  Mohammedans  hold  it  to  be  the  doctrine  of  their  prophet  that  every'  man 
may  be  saved  in  his  own  religion,  provided  he  be  sincere  and  lead  a  good  life.  It  is  true, 
some  of  their  doctors  do  agree  this  to  be  the  purport  of  the  words  ;^  but  then  they  say  the 
latitude  hereby  granted  was  soon  revoked,  for  that  this  passage  is  abrogated  by  several  others 
in  the  Koran,  which  expressly  declare  that  none  can  be  saved  who  is  not  of  the  Mohammedan 
faith,  and  particularly  by  those  words  of  the  third  chapter,  Whoezsr folloiveth  any  other  religimi 
than  Islam  {i.e.,  the  Alohammedan)  it  shall  7iot  be  accepted  of  him,  and  at  the  last  day  he 
shall  be  of  those  zvho perish.^  However,  others  are  of  opinion  that  this  passage  ^not  abro- 
gated, but  interpret  it  differently,  taking  the  meaning  of  it  to  be  that  no  man,  whether  he  be  a 
Jew,  a  Christian,  or  a  Sabian,  shall  be  excluded  from  salvation,  provided  he  quit  his  erroneous 
religion  and  become  a  Moslem,  which  they  say  is  intended  by  the  following  words.  Whoever 
believeth  in  God  and  the  last  day,  and  doth  that  which  is  right.  And  this  interpretation  is 
approved  by  Mr.  Reland,  v.'ho  thinks  the  words  here  import  no  more  than  those  of  the  apostle, 
hi  every  nation  he  that  f caret h  God,  and  worketh  righteojisness,  is  accepted  with  hi)n  ;^ 
from  which  it  must  not  be  inferred  that  the  religion  of  nature,  or  any  other,  is  sufficient  to  save, 
without  faith  in  Christ.-* 

^  The  Mohammedan  tradition  is,  that  the  Israelites  refusing  to  receive  the  law  of  Moses, 
God  tore  up  the  mountain  by  the  roots,  and  shook  it  over  their  heads,  to  terrify  them  into  a 
compliance.* 

•'  I'he  story  to  which  this  passage  refers,  is  as  follows.  In  the  days  of  David  some  Israelites 
dwelt  at  Ailah,  or  Elath,  on  the  Red  Sea,  where  on  the  night  of  the  sabbath  the  fish  used  to 
come  in  great  numbers  to  the  shore,  and  stay  there  all  the  sabbath,  tj  tempt  them;  but  the 
night  following  they  returned  into  the  sea  again.  At  length  some  of  the  inhabitants,  neglecting 
God's  command,  catched  fish  on  the  sabbath,  and  dressed  and  ate  them ;  and  afterwards  cut 
canals  from  the  sea,  for  the  fish  to  enter,  with  sluices,  which  they  shut  on  the  sabbath,  to  pre- 
vent their  return  to  tiie  sea.  The  other  part  of  the  inhabitants,  who  strictly  observed  the  sab- 
batli,  used  both  persuasion  and  force  to  stop  this  impiety,  but  to  no  purpose,  the  offenders 
growing  only  more  and  more  obstinate ;  whereupon  David  cursed  the  sabbath-breakers,  and 
God  transformed  them  into  apes.  It  is  said  that  one  going  to  see  a  friend  of  his  that  was  among 
them,  found  him  in  the  shape  of  an  ape,  moving  his  eyes  about  wildly ;  and  asking  him  whether 
he  was  not  such  a  one,  the  ape  made  a  sign  with  his  head  that  it  was  he  ;  whereupon  the  friend 
said  to  him,  Did  not  I  advise  you  to  desist?  at  which  the  ape  wept.  They  add  that  these  un- 
happy people  remained  three  days  in  this  condition,  and  were  afterwards  destroyed  by  a  wind 
which  swept  them  all  into  the  sea.6 

^  The  occasion  of  this  sacrifice  is  thus  related.     A  certain  man  at  his  death  left  his  son,  then 

7  Selden,  de  Jure  Nat.  et  Gent.  sec.  Hebr.  1.  6,  c.  12.  Angel,  a  St.  Joseph.  Gazophylac. 
Persic,  p.  365.  Nic.  Cusanusin  Cribratione  Alcorani,  1.  3,  c.  2,  &c.  1  See  Chardin's  Voyages, 
vol.  ii.  p.  326,  •^31.  2  Abu'lkasem  Hebatallah  de  abrogante  et  abrogate.  3  Acts  x.  35. 

-  Vide  Reland.  de  Rel.  Moham.  p.  128,  &c.         ^  Jallalo'ddin.        6  Abulfeda. 
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of  us?  Moses  said,  GOD  forbid  that  I  should  be  one  of  the  foolish. 
They  said,  Pray  for  us  unto  thy  LORD,  that  he  would  show  us  what  cow 
it  is.  Moses  answered,  He  saith,  She  is  neither  an  old  cow,  nor  a  young 
heifer,  but  of  a  middle  age  between  both  :  do  ye  therefore  that  which  ye 
are  commanded.  They  said,  Pray  for  us  unto  thy  LORD,  that  he  would 
show  us  what  colour  she  is  of.  Moses  answered,  He  saith,  She  is  a  red 
cow,*'  intensely  red,  her  colour  rejoiceth  the  beholders.  They  said, 
Pray  for  us  unto  thy  LORD,  that  he  v}o\A^  further  show  us  what  cow  it 
is,  for  several  cows  with  us  are  like  one  another,  and  we,  if  GOD  please, 
will  be  directed.  Moses  answered,  He  saith,  She  is  a  cow  not  broken 
to  plough  the  earth,  or  water  the  field,  a  sound  one,  there  is  no  blemish 
in  her.  They  said,  Now  hast  thou  brought  the  truth.  Then  they 
sacrificed  her  ;  yet  they  wanted  little  of  leaving  it  undone.**  And  when 
ye  slew  a  man,  and  contended  among  yourselves  concerning  him,  GOD 
brought  forth  to  light  that  which  ye  concealed.  For  we  said,  Strike 
the  dead  body  with  part  of  the  sacrificed  cow  f  so  GOD  raiseth  the  dead 
to  life,  and  showeth  you  his  signs,  that  peradventure  ye  may  under- 
stand. Then  were  your  hearts  hardened  after  this,  even  as  stones,  or 
exceeding  them  in  hardness  :  for  from  some  stones  have  rivers  bursted 
forth,  others  have  been  rent  in  sunder,  and  water  hath  issued  from  them, 
and  others  have  fallen  down  for  fear  of  GOD.  But  GOD  is  not  regard- 
less of  that  which  ye  do.  Do  ye  therefore  desire  that  the  Jews  should 
believe  you  ?  yet  a  part  of  them  heard  the  word  of  GOD,  and  then  per- 
verted it,  after  they  had  understood  it,  against  their  own  conscience. 
And  when  they  meet  the  true  believers,  they  say.  We  believe  :  but  when 
they  are  privately  assembled  together,  they  say.  Will  ye  acquaint  them 
with  what  GoD  hath  revealed  unto  you,  that  they  may  dispute  with  you 
concerning  it  in  the  presence  of  your  Lord  ?  Do  ye  not  therefore 
understand  ?  Do  not  they  know  that  GOD  knoweth  that  which  they 
conceal  as  well  as  that  which  they  publish?      But  there  are  illiterate 

a  child,  a  cow-calf,  which  wandered  in  the  desert  till  he  came  to  age ;  at  which  time  his  mother 
told  him  the  heifer  was  his,  and  bid  him  fetch  her,  and  sell  her  for  three  pieces  of  gold.  When 
the  young  man  came  to  the  market  with  his  heifer,  an  angel  in  the  shape  of  a  man  accosted  him, 
and  bid  him  six  pieces  of  gold  for  her  ;  but  he  would  not  take  the  money  till  he  had  asked  his 
mother's  consent ;  which  when  he  had  obtained,  he  returned  to  the  market-place,  and  met  the 
angel,  who  now  offered  him  twioe  as  much  for  the  heifer,  provided  he  would  say  nothing  of  it 
to  his  m.other ;  but  the  young  man  refusing,  went  and  acquainted  her  with  the  additional  offer. 
'l"he  woman  perceiving  it  was  an  angel,  bid  her  son  go  back  and  ask  him  what  must  be  done 
with  the  heifer ;  whereupon  the  angel  told  the  young  man  that  in  a  little  time  the  children  of 
Israel  would  buy  that  heifer  of  him  at  any  price.  And  soon  after  it  happened  that  an  Israelite, 
named  Hammiel,  was  killed  by  a  relation  of  his,  who,  to  prevent  discovery,  conveyed  the  body 
to  a  place  considerably  distant  from  th.it  where  the  fact  was  committed.  The  friends  of  the 
slain  man  accused  some  other  persons  of  the  murder  before  Moses  ;  but  they  denying  the  fact, 
and  thefl-e  being  no  evidence  to  convict  them,  God  commanded  a  cow,  of  such  and  such  par- 
ticular marks,  to  be  killed  ;  but  there  being  no  other  which  answered  the  description  except 
the  orphan's  heifer,  they  were  obliged  to  buy  her  for  as  much  gold  as  her  hide  would  hold  ;  ac- 
cording to  some,  for  her  full  weight  in  gold,  and  as  others  say,  for  ten  times  as  much.  This 
heifer  t'ley  sacrificed,  and  the  dead  body  being,  by  divine  direction,  struck  with  a  part  of  it, 
revived,  and  standing  up,  named  the  person  who  had  killed  him;  after  which  it  immediately 
fell  down  dead  again.  1  The  whole  story  seems  to  be  borrowed  from  the  red  heifer,  which  was 
ordered  by  the  Jewish  law  to  be  burnt,  and  the  ashes  kept  for  purifying  clio.-e  who  happened 
to  touch  a  dead  corpse  ;2  and  from  the  heifer  directed  to  be  slain  for  the  expiation  of  an  uncer- 
tain murder.     See  Deut.  xxi.  i — 9. 

'  The  epithet  in  the  original  is  yellow  ;  but  this  word  we  do  not  use  in  speaking  of  the  colour 
01  cattle. 

^  Because  of  the  exorbitant  price  which  they  were  obliged  to  pay  for  the  heifer. 

*  tf.,  Her  tongue,  or  the  end  of  her  tail.  3 

I  .Abnlfeda.        3  Numb   xix.         8  Jallalo'ddia. 
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men  among  them,  who  know  not  the  book  of  the  law,  but  only  lying 
stories,  although  they  think  otherwise.  And  woe  unto  them  who  tran- 
scribe corruptly  the  book  of  the  laiv^  with  their  hands,  and  then  say, 
This  is  from  GOD  :  that  they  may  sell  it  for  a  small  price.  Therefore 
woe  unto  them  because  of  that  which  their  hands  have  written  ;  and  woe 
unto  them  for  that  which  they  have  gained.  They  say,  The  fire  of  hell 
shall  not  touch  us  but  for  a  certain  number  of  days.s  Answer,  Have 
ye  received  any  promise  from  GOD  to  that  purpose  ?  for  GOD  will  not 
act  contrary  to  his  promise  :  or  do  ye  speak  concerning  GOD  that  which 
ye  know  not  ?  Verily  whoso  doth  evil,^  and  is  encompassed  by  his 
iniquity,  they  shall  be  the  companions  of  hell  fire,  they  shall  remain 
therein  for  ever  :  but  they  who  believe  and  do  good  works,  they  shall 
be  the  companions  of  paradise,  they  shall  continue  therein  for  ever. 
Remember  also,  when  we  accepted  the  covenant  of  the  children  of 
Israel,  saying,  Ye  shall  not  worship  any  other  except  GOD,  and  ye  shall 
show  kindness  to  your  parents  and  kindred,  and  to  orphans,  and  to  the 
poor,  and  speak  that  which  is  good  unto  men,  and  be  constant  at  prayer, 
and  give  alms.  Afterwards  ye  turned  back,  except  a  few  of  you,  and 
retired  afar  off.  And  when  we  accepted  your  covenant,  saying,  Ye  shall 
not  shed  your  brother^s  blood,  nor  dispossess  one  another  of  your  habi- 
tations. Then  ye  confirmed  it,  and  were  witnesses  thereto.  After- 
wards ye  were  they  who  slew  one  another,^  and  turned  several  of  your 
brethrejt  out  of  their  houses,  mutually  assisting  each  other  against  them 
with  injustice  and  enmity;  but  if  they  come  captives  unto  you,  ye 
redeem  them  :  yet  it  is  eqimlly  unlawful  for  you  to  dispossess  them. 
Do  ye  therefore  believe  in  part  of  the  book  of  the  law,  and  reject  other 
part  thereof?  But  whoso  among  you  doth  this,  shall  have  no  other 
reward  than  shame  in  this  life,  and  on  the  day  of  resurrection  they  shall 
be  sent  to  a  most  grievous  punishment ;  for  GOD  is  not  regardless  of 
that  which  ye  do.  These  are  they  who  have  purchased  this  present 
life,  at  the  price  of  that  which  is  to  come  ;  wherefore  their  punishment 
shall  not  be  mitigated,  neither  shall  they  be  helped.  We  formerly  de- 
livered the  book  of  the  law  unto  Moses,  and  caused  apostles  to  succeed 
him,  and  gave  evident  miracles  to  Jesus  the  son  of  Mary,  and  strength- 
ened him  with  the  holy  spirit.^     Do  ye  therefore,  whenever  an  apostle 

f  Mohammed  again  accuses  the  Jews  of  corrupting  their  scripture. 

6  That  is,  says  Jallalo'ddin,  forty ;  being  the  number  of  days  that  their  forefathers  worshipped 

he  golden  calf;  after  which  tbey  gave  out  that  their  punishment  should  cease.    It  is  a  received 

opinion  among  the  Jews  at  present,  that  no  person,  be  he  ever  so  wicked,  or  of  whatever  sect, 

shall  remain  in  hell  above  eleven  months,  or  at  most  a  year ;  except  Dathan  and  Abiram,  and 

atheists,  who  will  be  tormented  there  to  all  eternity.! 

h  By  e7ii/  in  this  place  the  commentators  generally  understand  polytheism  or  idolatry ;  which 
sin  the  Mohammedans  believe,  unless  repented  of  in  this  life,  is  unpardonable  and  will  be 
punished  by  eternal  damnation  ;  but  all  other  sins  they  hold  will  at  length  be  forgiven.  This 
therefore  is  that  irremissible  impiety,  in  their  opinion,  which  in  the  New  Testament  is  called 
i^/e  sin  against  the  Holy  Ghost. 

>  This  passage  was  revealed  on  occasion  of  some  quarrels  which  arose  between  the  Jews  of 
the  tribes  of  Koreidha,  and  those  of  al  Aws,  al  Nadhir,  and  al  Khazraj,  and  came  to  that  height 
that  they  took  arms  and  destroyed  one  another's  habitations,  and  turned  one  another  out  of 
their  houses  ;  but  when  any  were  taken  captive,  they  redeemed  them.  When  they  were  asked 
the  reason  of  their  acting  in  this  manner,  they  answered,  That  they  were  commanded  by  their 
law  to  redeem  the  captives,  but  that  they  fought  out  of  shame,  lest  their  chiefs  should  be  de- 
spised.2 

k  We  must  not  imagine  Mohammed  here  means  the  Holy  Ghost  in  the  Christian  acceptation 

1  Vide  Bartoloccii  Biblioth.  Rabbinic,  torn.  ii.  p.  128,  et  torn  ii».  p  421.     '  Jalla'o'ddia 
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cometh  unto  you  with  that  which  your  souls  desire  not,  proudly  reject 
him,  and  accuse  some  of  imposture,  and  slay  others  ?  The  Jews  say, 
Our  hearts  are  uncircumcised  :  but  GOD  hath  cursed  them  with  their 
infidelity,  therefore  few  shall  believe.  And  when  a  book  came  unto 
them  from  God,  confirming  the  scriptures  which  were  with  them, 
although  they  had  before  prayed  for  assistance  against  those  who  be- 
heved  not, ^  yet  when  that  came  unto  them  which  they  knew  to  be  from 
God,  they  would  not  believe  therein  :  therefore  the  curse  of  God  shall 
be  on  the  infidels.  For  a  vile  price  have  they  sold  their  souls,  that 
they  should  not  believe  in  that  which  GOD  hath  sent  down  f^  out  of 
envy,  because  GOD  sendeth  down  his  favours  to  such  of  his  servants  as 
he  pleaseth  :  therefore  they  brought  on  themselves  indignation  on  indig- 
nation ;  and  the  unbelievers  shall  suffer  an  ignominious  punishment. 
When  one  saith  unto  them,  Believe  in  that  which  GOD  hath  sent  down  : 
they  answer,  We  believe  in  that  which  hath  been  sent  down  unto  us  :° 
and  they  reject  what  hath  been  revealed  since,  although  it  be  the  truth, 
confirming  that  which  is  with  them.  Say,  Why  therefore  have  ye  slain 
the  prophets  of  GoD  in  times  past,  if  ye  be  true  believers?  Moses  for- 
merly came  unto  you  with  evident  signs,  but  ye  afterwards  took  the  calf 
for  your  god  and  did  wickedly.  And  when  we  accepted  your  covenant, 
and  lifted  the  mountain  of  Sinai  over  you,**  saying,  Receive  the  law 
which  we  have  given  you,  with  a  resolution  to  perform  it,  and  hear ;  they 
said.  We  have  heard,  and  have  rebelled  :  and  they  were  made  to  drink 
down  the  calf  into  their  hearts^  for  their  unbelief.  Say,  A  grievous  thing 
hath  your  faith  commanded  you,  if  ye  be  true  believers.*^  Say,  If  the 
future  mansion  with  God  be  prepared  peculiarly  for  you,  exclusive  of 
the  rest  of  mankind,  wish  for  death,  if  ye  say  truth  :  but  they  will  never 
wish  for  it,  because  of  that  which  their  hands  have  sent  before  them  -^ 
God  knoweth  the  wicked  doers  ;  and  thou  shalt  surely  find  them  of 
all  men  the  most  covetous  of  life,  even  more  than  the  idolaters :  one  of 
them  would  desire  his  life  to  be  prolonged  a  thousand  years,  but  none 
shall  reprieve  himself  from  punishment,  that  his  life  may  be  prolonged  : 
God  seeth  that  which  they  do.    Say,  Whoever  is  an  enemy  to  Gabriel' 

The  commentators  say  this  spirit  was  the  angel  Gabriel,  who  sanctified  Jesus  and  constantly 
attended  on  him.l 

1  The  Jews  in  expectation  of  the  coming  of  Mohammed  (according  to  the  tradition  of  his 
followers)  used  this  prayer,  O  God,  help  us  against  the  unbelievers  by  the  prophet  who  is  to  be 
i'ent  in  the  last  times. ^ 

•"  The  Koran. 

•^  The  Pentateuch. 

0  See  before  p.  8. 

P  Aloses  took  the  calf  which  they  had  made,  and  burnt  it  in  the  fire,  and  ground  it  to  Pow- 
der, and  strewed  it  upon  the  water  (of  the  btook  that  descended  from  the  mount),  and  mad^. 
the  children  oj  Israel  drink  ofit.^ 

1  Mohammed  here  infers  from  their  forefathers'  disobedience  in  worshipping  the  calf,  at  the 
same  time  that  they  pretended  to  believe  in  the  law  of  Moses,  that  Lhe  faith  of  the  Jews  in  his 
time  was  as  vain  and  hypocritical,  since  they  rejected  him,  who  was  foretold  therein,  as  an 
impostor.  4 

That  is,  by  reason  of  the  wicked  forgeries  which  they  have  been  guilty  of  in  respect  to  the 
scriptures.  An  expression  much  like  that  of  St.  Paul,  where  he  says,  that  some  men's  sins  are 
cpen  beforehand,  ^oin,q  before  to  judgtnent.^ 

'  The  commentators  say  that  the  Jews  asked  what  angel  it  was  that  brought  the  divine  reve- 
lations to  Mohammed ;  and  being  told  that  it  was  Gabriel,  they  replied  that  he  was  theit 
enemy,  and  the  messenger  of  wrath  and  punishment ;  but  if  it  had  been  Michael,  they  would 

1  Jallalo'ddin.     _   »  Idem.  3  Exod.  xxxii.  20  ;  Dcut.  ix.  21.  *  Jallalo'ddin,  Vahya,  aJ 

Beidawi.        *  1  Tija.  v.  24. 
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(for  he  hath  caused  the  Koran  to  descend  on  thy  heart,  by  the  permis- 
sion of  God,  confirming  that  which  was  before  revealed,  a  direction, 
and  good  tidings  to  the  faithful) ;  whosoever  is  an  enemy  to  God,  or 
his  angels,  or  his  apostles,  or  to  Gabriel,  or  Michael,  verily  GOD  is  an 
enemy  to  the  unbelievers.  And  now  we  have  sent  down  unto  thee  evi- 
dent signs,*"  and  none  will  disbelieve  them  but  the  evil-doers.  When- 
ever they  make  a  covenant,  will  some  of  them  reject  it?  yea,  the  greater 
part  of  them  do  not  believe.  And  when  there  came  unto  them  an 
apostle  from  GOD,  confirming  that  scripture  which  was  with  them,  some 
of  those  to  whom  the  scriptures  were  given,  cast  the  book  of  God  be- 
hind their  backs,  as  if  they  knew  it  not :  and  they  followed  the  device 
which  the  devils  devised  against  the  kingdom  of  Solomon ;"  and  Solo- 
mon was  not  an  unbeliever ;  but  the  devils  believed  not,  they  taught 
men  sorcery,  and  that  which  was  sent  down  to  khe  two  angels  at  Bccbel, 
Harut  and  Marut  :^  yet  those  two  taught  no  man  until  they  had  said. 
Verily  we  are  a  temptation,  therefore  be  not  an  unbeliever.  So  men 
learned  from  those  two  a  charm  by  which  they  might  cause  division 
between  a  man  and  his  wife  ;  but  they  hurt  none  thereby,  unless  by 
God's  permission ;  and  they  learned  that  which  would  hurt  them,  and 
not  profit  them ;  and  yet  they  knew  that  he  who  bought  that  art  should 
have  no  part  in  the  life  to  come,  and  woeful  is  the  price  for  which  they 
have  sold  their  souls,  if  they  knew  it.  But  if  they  had  believed  and 
feared  God,  verily  the  reward  they  would  have  had  from  GOD  would 
have  been  better,  if  they  had  known  it.   O  true  believers,  say  not  to  our 

have  believed  on  him,  because  that  angel  was  their  friend,  and  the  messenger  of  peace  and 
plenty.     And  on  this  occasion,  they  say,  this  passage  was  revealed  1 

That  Michael  was  really  the  protector  or  guardian  angel  of  the  Jews,  we  know  from  scrip- 
ture ;2  and  it  seems  that  Gabriel  was,  as  the  Persians  call  him,  the  atigel  of  revclatiotis,  being 
frequently  sent  on  messages  of  that  kind  'l^  for  which  reason  it  is  probable  Mohammed  pre- 
tended he  was  the  angel  from  whom  he  received  the  Koran. 

t  i.e.,  the  revelations  of  this  book. 

"  The  devils  having,  by  God's  permission,  tempted  Solomon  without  success,  they  made  use 
of  a  trick  to  blast  his  character.  For  they  wrote  several  books  of  magic,  and  hid  them  under 
that  prince's  throne,  and  after  his  death,  told  the  chief  men  that  if  they  wanted  to  know  by 
what  means  Solomon  had  obtained  his  absolute  power  over  men,  genii,  and  the  winds,  fihey 
should  dig  under  his  throne ;  which  having  done,  they  found  the  aforesaid  books,  which  con- 
tained impious  superstitions.  The  better  sort  refused  to  learn  the  evil  arts  therein  delivered, 
but  the  common  people  did  ;  and  the  priests  published  this  scandalous  story  of  Solomon,  which 
obtained  credit  among  the  Jews,  till  God.  say  the  Mohammedans,  cleared  that  king  by  the 
mouth  cf  their  prophet,  declaring  that  Solomon  was  no  idolater. 4 

V  Some  say  only  that  these  were  two  magicians,  or  angels  sent  by  God  to  teach  men  magic, 
and  to  tempt  them.^     But  others  tell  a  longer  fable  ;  that  the  angels  expressing  their  surprise 
at  the  wickedness  of  the  sons  of  Adam,  after  prophets  had  been  sent  to  them  with  divine  com- ' 
missions,  God  bid  them  choose  two  out  of  their  own  number  to  be  sent  down  to  be  judges  on 
earth.      Whereupon  they  pitched  upon  Hariit  and   Marut,  who  executed  their  office  with  j 
integrity  for  some  time,  till  Zohara,  or  the  planet  Venus,  descended  and  appeared  before  them 
in  the  shape  of  a  beautiful  woman,  bringing  a  complaint  against  her  husband  (though  others] 
say  she  was  a  real  woman).    As  soon  as  they  saw  her,  they  fell  in  love  with  her,  and  endeavoured-! 
to  prevail  on  her  to  satisfy  their  desires ;  but  she  flew  up  again  to  heaven,  whitlier  the  two  j 
angels  also  returned,  but  were  not  admitted.     However,  on  the  intercession  of  a  certain  piousj 
man,  they  were  allowed  to  choose  whether  they  would  be  punished  in  this  life,  or  in  the  other;} 
whereupon  they  chose  the  former,  and  now  suffer  punishment  accordingly  in  Babel,  where  thej 
are  to  remain  till  the  day  of  judgment.     They  add  that  if  a  man  has  a  fancy  to  learn  magic,j 
he  may  go  to  them,  and  hear  their  voice,  but  cannot  see  them.l  « 

This  story  Mohammed  took  directly  from  the  Persian  Magi,  who  mention  two  rebellious 
angels  of  the  same  names,  now  hung  up  by  the  feet,  with  their  heads  downwards,  in  the  terri- 
tory of  Babel.  2    And  the  Jews  have  something  like  this,  of  the  angel  Shamhozai,  who,  having 

J  Jallalo'odin  ;  al  Zamakh.    Yahya.         2  Dan.  xii.  i.         ^  Ibid.  c.  viii.  i6,  and  i.r.  21  ;  Luke  J 
i.  tg,  2.6.     See  Hyde  de  Rel   Vet   Persar.  p.  263.        «  Vahya.  Jallalo'ddin         ^  J.^llalo'ddio. 
1  Yaliya.  &c        *  Vide  Hyde,  ubi  sup.  c.  i-'. 
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apostle,  Raina ;  but  say,  Ondhorna  f  and  hearken :  the  infidels  shall 
suffer  a  grievous  punishment.  It  is  not  the  desire  of  the  unbehevers, 
either  among  those  unto  whom  the  scriptures  have  been  given,  or  among 
the  idolaters,  that  any  good  should  be  sent  down  unto  you  from  your 
Lord  :  but  God  will  appropriate  his  mercy  unto  whom  he  pleaseth  ;  | 
for  God  is  exceeding  beneficent.  Whatever  verse  we  shall  abrogate, 
or  cause  thee  to  forget,  we  will  bring  a  better  than  it,  or  one  like  unto 
it.  Dost  thou  not  know  that  GOD  is  almighty?  Dost  thou  not  know 
that  unto  GOD  belongeth  the  kingdom  of  heaven  and  earth?  neither 
have  ye  any  protector  or  helper  except  GoD.  Will  ye  require  of  your 
apostle  according  to  that  which  was  formerly  required  of  Moses  ?^  but 
he  that  hath  exchanged  faith  for  infidelity,  hath  already  erred  from  the 
straight  way.  Many  of  those  unto  whom  the  scriptures  have  been 
given,  desire  to  render  you  again  unbelievers,  after  ye  have  believed  ; 
out  of  envy  from  their  souls,  even  after  the  truth  is  become  manifest 
unto  them;  but* forgive  thcin,  and  avoid  the?n,  till  GOD  shall  send  his 
command :  for  GOD  is  omnipotent.  Be  constant  in  prayer,  and  give 
alms;  and  what  good  ye  have  sent  before  for  your  souls,  ye  shall  find 
it  with  God  ;  surely  God  seeth  that  which  ye  do.  They  say.  Verily 
none  shall  enter  paradise,  except  they  who  are  Jews  or  Christians  :^ 
this  is  their  wish.  Say,  Produce  your  proof  of  this,  if  ye  speak  truth. 
Nay,  but  he  who  resigneth  himself^  to  GOD,  and  doth  that  which  is 
right,''  he  shall  have  his  reward  with  his  Lord  ;  there  shall  come  no 
fear  on  them,  neither  shall  they  be  grieved.  The  Jews  say.  The  Chris- 
tians are  f^roiuided  on  nothing  f  and  the  Christians  say.  The  Jews  are 
grounded  on  nothing  :  yet  they  both  read  the  scriptures.  So  likewise 
say  they  who  know  not  the  scripture,  according  to  their  saying.  But 
God  shall  judge  between  them  on  the  day  of  the  resurrection,  concern- 
ing that  about  which  they  now  disagree.  Wlio  is  more  unjust  than  he 
who  prohibiteth  the  temples  of  Qovi^  that  his  name  should  be  remem- 
bered therein,  and  who  hasteth  to  destroy  them?  Those  men  cannot 
enter  therein,  but  with  fear  :  they  shall  have  shame  in  this  world,  and 
in  the  next  a  grievous  punishment.  To  GOD  belojigeth  the  east  and  the 
west;  therefore,  withersoever  ye  turn  yourselves  to  pray,  there  is  the 

debauched  himself  with  women,  repented,  and  by  way  of  penance  hung  himself  up  between 
heaven  and  earth. "^ 

s  Those  two  Arabic  words  have  both  the  same  signification,  viz.,  Look  on  us  ;  and  are  a  kind 
of  salutadoii.  INIohammed  had  a  great  aversion  to  the  first,  because  tiie  Jews  frequently  used 
it  in  derision,  it  being  a  word  of  reproach  in  their  tongue,^  They  alluded,  it  seems,  to  the 
Hebrew  verb  J^")")  ^««,  which  signifies  to  be  had  or  inischievoiis. 

y  Namely,  to  sec  God  manifestlj'.^ 

z  This  passage  was  revealed  on  occasion  of  a  dispute  which  Mohammed  had  witii  the  Jews 
of  Medina,  and  the  Christians  of  Najran,  each  of  ihcm  asserting  that  those  of  their  religion 
only  should  be  saved. 6 

"  Literally,  resi^iieth  his  face,  &c. 

b  That  is,  asserteth  the  unity  of  God7 

•^  The  Jews  and  Christians  are  here  accused  of  denying  the  truth  of  each  other's  religion,  not- 
withstandmg  they  read  the  scriptures.  Whereas  the  Pentateuch  bears  testimony  to  Jesus,  and 
the  Gospel  bears  testimony  to  Moses.  1 

d  Or  hindereth  men  from  paying  their  adorations  to  GoD  in  those  sacred  places.  This  passage, 
says  Jallalo  ddm,  was  revealed  on  news  being  brought  that  the  Romans  had  spoiled  the  temple 
of  Jerusaleni ;  or  else  when  the  idolatrous  Arabs  obstructed  Mohammed's  visiting  the  temple 
of  Mecca,  in  the  expedition  of  al  Hodeibiya,  which  happened  in  the  sixth  year  of  the  Hejra.5 

3  Eereshit  rabbah,  in  Gen.  vi.  2.  «  Jallalo'ddin,         '  See  before,  p.  7.         6  J.iU.i'o'ddin 

^  Idem.        1  Idem.        'i  Vide  Abulfeda.  Vit.  Moham.  p.  84,  &c. 
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face  of  God  ;  for  God  is  omnipresent  and  omniscient.  They  say,  GOD 
hath  begotten  children  f  GoD  forbid !  To  him  belongeth  whatever  is 
in  heaven,  and  on  earth ;  all  is  possessed  by  him,  the  Creator  of  heaven 
and  earth ;  and  when  he  decreeth  a  thing,  he  only  saith  unto  it,  Be, 
and  it  is.  And  they  who  know  not  the  scriptures  say.  Unless  GOD 
speak  unto  us,  or  thou  show  us  a  sign,  we  will  not  believe.  So  said 
those  before  them,  according  to  their  saying  :  their  hearts  resemble 
each  other.  We  have  already  shown  manifest  signs  unto  people  who 
firmly  believe ;  we  have  sent  thee  in  truth,  a  bearer  of  good  tidings,  and 
a  preacher  ;  and  thou  shalt  not  be  questioned  concerning  the  com- 
panions of  hell.  But  the  Jews  will  not  be  pleased  with  thee,  neither 
the  Christians,  until  thou  follow  their  religion  ;  say.  The  direction  of 
GOD  is  the  true  direction.  And  verily  if  thou  follow  their  desires,  after 
the  knowledge  which  hath  been  given  thee,  thou  shalt  find  no  patron 
or  protector  against  GoD.  They  to  whom  we  have  given  the  book  oj 
the  Kordii^  and  who  read  it  with  its  true  reading,  they  believe  therein ; 
and  whoever  believeth  not  therein,  they  shall  perish.  O  children  of 
Israel,  remember  my  favour  wherewith  I  have  favoured  you,  and  that 
I  have  preferred  you  before  all  nations ;  and  dread  the  day  wherein 
one  soul  shall  not  make  satisfaction  for  another  soul  neither  shall  any 
compensation  be  accepted  from  them,  nor  shall  any  intercession  avail, 
neither  shall  they  be  helped.  Remember  when  the  Lord  tried  Abraham 
by  certain  words,^  which  he  fulfilled  :  God  said,  Verily  I  will  constitute 
thee  a  model  of  religion^  unto  mankind ;  he  answered.  And  also  of  my 
posterity ;  God  said.  My  covenant  doth  not  comprehend  the  ungodly. 
And  when  we  appointed  the  holy  house**  of  Mecca  to  be  the  place  of 
resort  for  mankind,  and  a  place  of  security ;  and  said^  Take  the  station 
of  Abraham^  for  a  place  of  prayer ;  and  we  covenanted  with  Abraham 
and  Ismael,  that  they  should  cleanse  my  house  for  those  who  should 
compass  //,  and  those  who  should  be  devoutly  assiduous  there^  and 
those  who  should  bow  down  and  worship.  And  when  Abraham  said, 
Lord,  make  this  a  territory  of  security,  and  bounteously  bestow  fruits 
on  its  inhabitants,  such  of  them  as  believe  in  GOD  and  the  last  day  ; 
God  answered,  And  whoever  believeth  not,  I  will  bestow  on  him  little, 
afterwards  I  will  drive  him  to  the  punishment  oi  hell  fire;  an  ill  journey 
shall  it  be  !  And  when  Abraham  and  Ismael  raised  the  foundations  of 
the  house,  saying,  LoRD,  accept  it  from  us,  for  thou  art  he  who  heareth 
and  knoweth :  LORD,  make  us  also  resigned^  unto  thee,  and  of  our 

*  This  is  spoken  not  only  of  the  Christians  and  of  the  Jews  (for  they  are  accused  of  holding] 
Ozair,  or  Ezra,  to  be  the  Son  of  God),  but  also  the  pagan  Arabs,  who  imagined  the  angels  to) 
be  the  daughters  of  God.  I 

f  God  tried  Abraham  chiefly  by  commanding  him  to  leave  his  native  country,  and  to  offeH 
his  son.  But  the  commentators  suppose  the  trial  here  meant  related  only  to  some  particular] 
ceremonies,  such  as  circumcision,  pilgrimage  to  the  Caaba,  several  rites  of  purification,  and  the! 
like.3  ^  .  .  .      ' 

e  I  have  rather  expressed  the  meaning,  than  truly  translated  the  Arabic  word  Imam,  which  : 
answers  to  the  Latin  Antistes.  This  title  the  Mohammedans  givs  to  their  priests,  who  begin' 
the  prayers  in  their  mosques,  and  whom  all  the  congregation  follow.  ' 

h  That  is,  the  Caaba,  which  is  usually  called,  by  way  of  eminence,  the  House.  Of  the  sanctity  I 
of  this  building,  and  other  particulars  relating  to  it,  see  the  Preliminary  Discourse,  Sect.  IV.    I 

>  A  place  so  called  within  the  inner  enclosure  of  the  Caaba,  where  they  pretend  to  show  the] 
{Mint  of  his  foot  in  a  stone.4 

k  The  Arabic  word  is  Moslemuna,  in  the  singular  Moslem.  M'hich  the  Mohammedans  takeai 
a  title  peculiar  to  themselves.     The  Europeans  generally  write  and  pronounce  it  Musulman. 

3  JalUlo'ddin.        <  See  the  Pre'lm.  Disc,  Sect.  IV. 
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posterity  a  people  resigned  unto  thee,  and  show  us  our  holy  ceremonies, 
and  be  turned  unto  us,  for  thou  art  easy  to  be  reconciled, and  merciful: 
Lord,  send  them  likewise  an  apostle  from  among  them,  who  may 
declare  thy  signs  unto  them,  and  teach  them  the  book  of  the  Kord7i  and 
wisdom,  and  may  purify  them  ;  for  thou  art  mighty  and  wise.  Who 
will  be  averse  to  the  religion  of  Abraham,  but  he  whose  mind  is  infatu- 
ated? Surely  we  have  chosen  him  in  this  world,  and  in  that  which  is 
to  come  he  shall  be  one  of  the  righteous.  When  his  Lord  said  unto 
him,  Resign  thyself  M7ito  inej  he  answered,  I  have  resigned  myself 
unto  the  Lord  of  all  creatures.  And  Abraham  bequeathed  this  religion 
to  his  children,  and  Jacob  did  the  sajne,  saying,  My  children,  verily 
God  hath  chosen  this  religion  for  you,  therefore  die  not,  unless  ^e  also 
be  resigned.  Were  ye  present  when  Jacob  was  at  the  point  of  death  1 
when  he  said  to  his  sons.  Whom  will  ye  worship  after  me  ?  They 
answered,  We  will  worship  thy  GOD,  and  the  God  of  thy  fathers, 
Abraham,  and  Ismael,  and  Isaac,  one  GOD,  and  to  him  will  we  be 
resigned.  Tiiat  people  are  now  passed  away,  they  have  what  they  have 
gained,^  and  ye  shall  have  what  ye  gain  ;  and  ye  shall  not  be  ques- 
tioned concerning  that  which  they  have  done.  They  say.  Become 
Jews  or  Christians  that  ye  may  be  directed.  Say,  Nay,  we  follow  the 
religion  of  Abraham  the  orthodox,  who  was  no  idolater.  Say,  We  believe 
in  God,  and  that  which  hath  been  sent  down  unto  us,  and  that  which  hath 
been  sent  down  unto  Abraham,  and  Ismael,  and  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  and 
the  tribes,  and  that  which  was  delivered  unto  Moses,  and  Jesus,  and 
that  which  was  delivered  unto  the  prophets  from  their  LORD :  We  make 
no  distinction  between  any  of  them,  and  to  God  are  we  resigned.  Now 
if  they  believe  according  to  what  ye  believe,  they  are  surely  directed, 
but  if  they  turn  back,  they  are  in  schism.  GOD  shall  support  thee 
against  them,  for  he  is  the  hearer,  the  wise.  The  baptism  of  God™ 
have  we  received,  and  who  is  better  than  God  to  baptize  ?  him  do  we 
worship.  Say,  Will  ye  dispute  with  us  concerning  GOD,"^  who  is  our 
Lord,  and  your  Lord  ?  we  have  our  works,  and  ye  have  your  works, 
and  unto  him  are  we  sincerely  devoted.  Will  ye  say.  Truly  Abraham, 
and  Ismael,  and  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  and  the  tribes  were  Jews  or  Chris- 
tians.'* Say,  Are  ye  wiser,  or  GOD?  And  who  is  more  unjust  than  he 
who  hideth  the  testimony  which  he  hath  received  from  GoD?°  But 
God  is  not  regardless  of  that  which  ye  do.  That  people  are  passed 
away,  they  have  what  they  have  gained,  and  ye  shall  have  what  ye 
gain,  nor  shall  ye  be  questioned  concerning  that  which  they  have  done. 
(II.)  The  foolish  men  will  say.  What  hath  turned  them  from  their  Keblah, 
towards  which  they  formerly  prayed f^     Say,  Unto  GOD  belongeth  the 

1  Or  deserved.  The  Mohammedan  notion,  as  to  the  imputation  of  moral  actions  to  man, 
which  they  z-aW  gain,  or  acquisition,  is  sufficiently  explained  in  the  Preliminary  Discourse. 

"*  Yyy  baptism  is  to  be  understood  the  religion  which  God  instituted  in  the  beginning;  because 
the  signs  of  it  appear  in  the  person  who  professes  it,  as  the  signs  of  water  appear  in  the  clothes 
of  him  that  is  baptized. ^ 

"  These  words  were  revealed  because  the  Jews  insisted  that  they  first  received  the  scriptures, 
that  their  Keblah  was  more  ancient,  and  that  no  prophets  could  arise  among  the  Arabs ;  and 
therefore  if  Mohammed  was  a  prophet,  he  must  have  been  of  their  nation. 2 

0  The  Jews  are  again  accused  of  corrupting  and  suppressing  the  prophecies  in  the  Pentateuc' . 
relating  to  Mohammed. 

P  At  first,  Mohammed  and  his  followers  observed  no  particular  rite  in  turning  their  faces  ' 

^  Jallalo'ddin.  '  Idem. 
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east  and  tlie  west :  he  dirccteth  wliom  he  pleaseth  into  the  right  way. 
Thus  have  we  placed  you,  O  Arabiarts,  an  intermediate  nation,**  that 
ye  may  be  witnesses  against  the  rest  ^mankind,  and  that  the  apostle 
may  be  a  witness  against  you.  We  appointed  the  Keblah  towards 
which  thou  didst  formerly  pray^  only  that  we  might  know  him  who 
followeth  the  apostle,  from  him  who  turneth  back  on  his  heels  ;' 
though  this  change  seem  a  great  matter,  unless  unto  those  whom 
God  hath  directed.  But  GOD  will  not  render  your  faith  of  none  effect ;" 
for  God  is  gracious  and  merciful  unto  man.  We  have  seen  thee  turn 
about  thy  face  towards  heaven  wiih  unceriainty,  but  we  will  cause  thee 
to  turn  thyself  towards  a  Keblah  that  will  please  thee.  Turn  therefore 
thy  face  towards  the  holy  temple  of  Mecca;  and  wherever  ye  be,  turn 
your  faces  towards  that  place.  They  to  whom  the  scripture  hath  been 
given,  know  this  to  be  truth  from  their  Lord,  God  is  not  regardless 
of  that  which  ye  do.  Verily  although  thou  shouldest  show  unto  those 
to  whom  the  scripture  hath  been  given  all  kinds  of  signs,  yet  they  will 
not  follow  thy  Keblah,  neither  shalt  thou  follow  their  Keblah ;  nor  will 
one  part  of  them  follow  the  Keblah  of  the  other.  And  if  thou  follow 
their  desires,  after  the  knowledge  which  hath  been  given  thee,  verily 
thou  wilt  become  one  of  the  ungodly.  They  to  whom  we  have  given 
the  scripture  know  our  apostle^  even  as  they  know  their  own  children ; 
but  some  of  them  hide  the  truth,  against  their  own  knowledge.  Truth 
is  from  thy  LORD,  therefore  thou  shalt  not  doubt.  Every  sect  hath  a 
certain  tract  of  heaven  to  which  they  turn  themselves  /;/  prayer;  but 
do  ye  strive  to  run  after  good  things  :  wherever  ye  be,  GOD  will  bring 
you  all  back  at  the  resurrectio7i^  for  GOD  is  almighty.  And  from  what 
place  soever  thou  comest  forth,  turn  thy  face  towards  the  holy  temple  ; 
for  this  is  truth  from  thy  LORD  ;  neither  is  GOD  regardless  of  that 
which  ye  do.  From  what  place  soever  thou  comest  forth,  turn  thy  face 
towards  the  holy  temple ;  and  wherever  ye  be,  thitherward  turn  your 
faces,  lest  men  have  matter  of  dispute  against  you ;  but  as  for  those 
among  them  who  are  unjust  doers,  fear  them  not,  but  fear  me,  that  I 
may  accomplish  my  grace  upon  you,  and  that  ye  may  be  directed.  As 
we  have  sent  unto  you  an  apostle  from  among  you,*  to  rehearse  our 
signs  unto  you,  and  to  purify  you,  and  to  teach  you  the  book  of  the 
Koran  and  wisdom,  and  to  teach  you  that  which  ye  knew  not :  there- 
fore remember  me,  and  I  will  remember  you,  and  give  thanks  unto 
me,  and  be  not  unbelievers.  O  tnie  believers,  beg  assistance  with 
patience  and  prayer,  for  GOD  is  with  the  patient.   And  say  not  of  those 

wards  any  certain  place,  or  quarter  of  the  world,  when  they  prayed ;  it  being  declared  to  be 
perfectly  indifferent. •*  Afterwards,  when  the  prophet  fled  to  Medina,  he  directed  them  to  turn 
towards  the  temjile  of  Jerusalem  (probably  to  ingratiate  himself  with  tiie  Jews),  which  continued 
to  be  their  Keblah  for  six  or  seven  months ;  but  either  finding  the  Jews  too  intractable,  or  de- 
spairing otherwise  to  gain  the  pagan  Arabs,  who  could  not  forget  their  respect  to  the  temple  of 
Mecca,  he  ordered  that  prayers  for  the  future  should  be  towards  the  last.  This  change  was 
made  in  the  second  year  of  the  Hejra,4  and  occasioned  many  to  fall  from  him,  taking  offence 
at  his  inconstancy.*^ 

<l  This  seems  to  be  the  sense  of  the  words  ;  though  the  commentators^  will  have  the  meaning 
to  be  tliat  the  Arabians  are  here  declared  to  be  a  most  j'tist  and  £O0d  natioa 

''  i  e.,  Returneth  to  Judaism. 

'  Or  will  not  suffer  it  to  go  without  its  reward,  while  ye  prayed  towards  Jerusalem. 

*  That  is,  of  your  own  nation. 

3  See  before,  p.  13.  *  Vide  Abulfeda,  Vit.  Moham.  p.  54.  ^  Jailalo'ddia  *  Idea. 

Vahya,  &c. 
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who  are  slain  in  fight  for  the  religion  of  GOD,"  that  ihey  are  dead  ;  yea, 
hey  are  living  :'  but  ye  do  not  understand.  We  will  surely  prove  you 
by  afflicting  you  in  some  measure  with  fear,  and  hunger,  and  decrease 
of  wealth,  and  loss  of  lives,  and  scarcity  of  fruits  :  but  bear  good 
tidings  unto  the  patient,  who  when  a  misfortune  befalleth  them,  say. 
We  are  God's,  and  unto  him  shall  we  surely  return.y  Upon  them 
shall  be  blessings  from  their  Lord  and  mercy,  and  they  are  the  rightly 
directed.  Moreover  Safa  and  Merwah  are  t7vo  of  the  monuments  of 
God  :  whoever  therefore  goeth  on  pilgrimage  to  the  temple  of  Mecca 
or  visiteth  z7,  it  shall  be  no  crime  in  him  if  he  compass  them  both.'' 
And  as  for  him  who  voluntarily  performeth  a  good  work  ;  verily  GOD 
is  grateful  and  knowing.  They  who  conceal  any  of  the  evident  signs, 
or  the  direction  which  we  have  sent  down,  after  what  we  have  mani- 
fested unto  men  in  the  scripture,  God  shall  curse  them  ;  and  they  who 
curse  shall  curse  them.''  But  as  for  those  w^ho  repent  and  amend,  and 
make  known  what  they  c&ncealed^  1  will  be  turned  unto  them,  for  I  am 
easy  to  be  reconciled  and  merciful.  Surely  they  who  believe  not,  and 
die  in  their  unbelief,  upon  them  shall  be  the  curse  of  God,  and  of  the 
angels,  and  of  all  men  ;  they  shall  remain  under  it  for  ever,  their 
punishment  shall  not  be  alleviated,  neither  shall  they  be  regarded.^ 
Your  God  is  one  God,  there  is  no  God  but  Pie,  the  most  merciful. 
Now  in  the  creation  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  the  vicissitude  of  night 
and  day,  and  in  the  ship  which  saileth  in  the  sea,  loadeii  with  what  is 
profitable  for  mankind,  and  in  the  r<7:///-water  which  God  sendeth  from 
heaven,  quickening  thereby  the  dead  earth,  and  replenishing  the  same 
with  all  sorts  of  cattle,  and  in  the  change  of  winds,  and  the  clouds  that 
are  compelled  to  do  service*'  between  heaven  and  earth,  are  signs  to 
people  of  understanding  :  yet  some  men  take  idols  beside  God,  and 
love  them  as  with  the  love  due  to  God  ;  but  the  true  believers  are  more 

"  The  original  words  are  literally,  ivho  ate  slain  in  the  way  of  God  ;  by  which  expression, 
frequently  occurring  in  the  Korr.n,  is  always  meant  war  undertaken  against  unbelievers  for  the 
propagation  of  the  Mohammedan  faith. 

*  The  souls  of  martyrs  (for  such  they  esteem  those  who  die  in  battle  against  infidels),  says 
Jallalo'ddin,  are  in  the  crops  of  green  birds,  which  have  liberty  to  fly  wherever  they  please  in 
paradise,  and  feed  on  the  fruits  thereof. 

y  An  expression  frequently  in  the  mouths  of  the  Mohammedans,  when  under  any  great  afflic- 
tion, or  in  any  imminent  danger. 

2  Safa  and  Merwa  are  two  mountains  near  Mecca,  whereon  were  anciently  two  idols,  to  which 
the  pagan  Arabs  used  to  pay  a  superstitious  veneration.l  Jallalo'ddin  says  this  passage  was 
revealed  because  the  followers  of  Mohammed  made  a  scruple  of  going  round  these  mountains, 
as  the  idolaters  did.  But  the  true  reason  of  his  allowing  this  relic  of  ancient  superstition  seems 
to  be  the  difficulty  he  found  in  preventing  it.  Abul  Kasem  Hebato'llah  thinks  these  last  words 
are  abrogated  by  those  other,  Who  'will  reject  the  religion  of  Abraham,  except  he  ivho  hath 
infatuated  his  soulV^  So  that  he  will  have  the  meaning  to  be  quite  contrary  to  the  letter,  as  if 
it  had  been,  it  shall  be  no  crime  in  him  if  he  do  not  compass  thetn.  However,  the  expositors 
are  all  against  hiim,3  and  the  ceremony  of  runniHg  between  these  two  hills  is  still  observed  at 
the  pilgrimage.  4 

»  That  is,  th*!"  angels,  the  believers,  antf  all  things  in  general. §  But  Yahya  interprets  it  of 
the  curses  which  will  be  given  to  the  wicked,  when  they  cry  out  because  of  the  punishment  of 
the  sepulchre, 6  by  all  who  hear  them,  that  is,  by  all  creatures  except  men  and  genii. 

^  Or,  as  Jallalo'ddin  expounds  it,  God  will  not  wait  for  their  repentance. 

"  The  original  word  signifies  properly  that  are  pressed  or  cojnpelled  to  do  pe7-sonal  service 
■without  hire  ;  which  kind  of  service  is  often  exacted  by  the  eastern  princes  of  their  subjects, 
and  is  called  by  the  Greek  and  Latin  writers,  Afigaria.  The  scripture  often  mentions  this  son 
of  compulsion  or  force. 7 

1  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  I.  ^  See  before,  p.  15.  3  Vide  Marrac  in  Ale.  p.  69,  &c 
<  ?;cc  the  P-r-lim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  ^  Jallalo'ddin.  6  See  Prelim.  Disc.  S«ct.  IV 

r  lilaUi..  V.  ^.  ,  .\.xvii.  32,  &C. 
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fervent  in  love  towards  God.  Oh  that  they  who  act  unjustly  did  per- 
ceive/ when  they  behold  their  punishment,  that  all  power  belongeth 
unto  God,  and  that  he  is  severe  in  punishing  !  When  those  who  have 
been  followed,  shall  separate  themselves  from  their  followers,*  and  shall 
see  the  punishment,  and  the  cords  of  relation  between  them  shall  be 
cut  in  sunder ;  the  followers  shall  say,  If  we  could  return  to  life^  we 
would  separate  ourselves  from  them,  as  they  have  now  separated  them- 
selves from  us.  So  GOD  will  show  them  their  works  ;  they  shall  sigh 
grievously,  and  shall  not  come  forth  from  the  fire  of  hell.  O  men,  eat 
of  that  which  is  lawful  and  good  on  the  earth  ;  and  tread  not  in  the 
steps  of  the  devil,  for  he  is  your  open  enemy.  Verily  he  commandeth 
you  evil  and  wickedness,  and  that  ye  should  say  that  of  GOD  which  ye 
know  not.  And  when  it  is  said  unto  them  who  believe  not,  Follow  that 
which  GOD  hath  sent  down  ;  they  answer.  Nay,  but  we  will  follow  that 
which  we  found  our  fathers  practise.  What  ?  though  their  fathers 
knew  nothing,  and  were  not  lightly  directed?  The  unbelievers  are 
like  unto  one  who  crieth  aloud  to  that  which  heareth  not  so  much  as 
his  calling,  or  the  sound  of  ///j  voice.  They  are  deaf,  dumb,  and  blind, 
therefore  they  do  not  understand.  O  true  believers,  eat  of  the  good 
things  which  we  have  bestowed  on  you  for  food,  and  return  thanks  unto 
God,  if  ye  serve  him.  Verily  he  hath  forbidden  you  to  eat  tliat  which 
dieth  of  itself,  and  blood,  and  swine's  flesh,  and  that  on  which  any 
other  name  but  God's  hath  been  invocated.'  But  he  who  is  forced  by 
necessity,  not  lusting,  nor  returning  to  transgress.,  it  shall  be  no  crime 
in  him  if  he  eat  of  those  things.,  for  GOD  is  gracious  and  merciful. 
Moreover  they  who  conceal  any  part  of  the  scripture  which  God  hath 
sent  down  unto  them,  and  sell  it  for  a  small  price,  they  shall  swallow 
into  their  bellies  nothing  but  fire  ;  God  shall  not  speak  unto  them  on 
the  day  of  resurrection,  neither  shall  he  purify  them,  and  they  shall 
suffer  a  grievous  punishment.  These  are  they  who  have  sold  direction 
for  error,  and  pardon  for  punishment :  but  how  great  will  their  suffer- 
ing be  in  the  fire  !  This  they  shall  endure,  because  GOD  sent  down 
the  book  of  the  Koran  with  truth,  and  they  who  disagree  concerning 
that  book,  are  certainly  in  a  wide  mistake.  It  is  not  righteousness  that 
ye  turn  your  faces  in  prayer  towards  the  east  and  the  west,  but  righteous- 
ness is  of  him  who  belie veth  in  GOD  and  the  last  day,  and  the  angels, 
and  the  scriptures,  and  the  prophets ;  who  giveth  money  for  God's  sake 
unto  his  kindred,  and  unto  orphans,  and  the  needy,  and  the  stranger, 
and  those  who  ask,  and  for  redemption  of  captives  ;  who  is  constant 
at  prayer,  and  giveth  alms  ;  and  of  those  who  perform  their  covenant, 
when  they  have  covenanted,  and  who  behave  themselves  patiently  in 
adversity,  and  hardships,  and  in  time  of  violence  :  these  are  they  who 
are  true,  and  these  are  they  who  fear  God.  O  true  believers,  the  law 
of  retaliation  is  ordained  you  for  the  slain  :  the  free  shall  die  for  the 

^  Or  it  may  bt*  translated,  Althotigh  the  ungodly  will  perceive,  &c.  But  some  copies  instead 
o^  yarn,  in  the  third  person,  read  tarn,  in  the  second;  and  then  it  must  be  rendered.  Oh  ij 
thou  didst  see  when  the  ungodly  behold  their  punishtnent,  &c. 

'^  That  is,  when  the  broachers  or  heads  of  new  sects  shall  at  the  last  day  forsake  or  wash  theii 
hands  of  their  disciples,  as  if  they  were  not  accomplices  in  their  superstitions. 

'For  this  reason,  whenever  the  Mohammedans  kill  any  animal  for  food,  they  always  say, 
Bismillah,  or  In  the  name  of  GOD  ;  which,  if  it  be  iieglccied,  they  think  it  not  lawful  to  eat 
jf  it. 
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free,  and  the  servant  for  the  servant,  and  a  w^cman  for  a  vi^oman  :s  but 
he  whom  his  brother  shall  forgive,  may  be  prosecuted,  a7td  obliged  to 
make  satisfaction  according  to  what  is  just,  and  a  fine  shall  be  set  on 
him*^  with  humanity.  This  is  indulgence  from  your  LORD,  and  mercy. 
And  he  who  shall  transgress  after  this,  by  killing  the  7nurderery  shall 
suffer  a  grievous  punishment.  And  in  this  law  of  retaliation  ye  have 
life,  O  ye  of  understanding,  that  peradventure  ye  may  fear.  It  is 
ordained  you,  when  any  of  you  is  at  the  point  of  death,  if  he  leave  any 
goods,  tliat  he  bequeath  a  legacy  to  his  parents,  and  Icindred,  accord- 
ing to  what  shall  be  reasonable,*  This  is  a  duty  incumbent  on  those  who 
fear  God.  But  he  who  shall  change  the  les^acy^  after  he  hath  heard  it 
bequeathed  by  the  dying  person^  surely  the  sin  thereof  shall  be  on  those 
who  change  it,  for  God  is  he  who  heareth  and  knoweth.  Howbeit  he 
who  apprehendeth  from  the  testator  any  mistake  or  injustice,  and  shall 
compose  the  matter  between  them,  that  shall  be  no  crime  in  him,  for 
God  is  gracious  and  merciful.  O  true  believers,  a  fast  is  ordained  you, 
as  it  was  ordained  unto  those  before  you,  that  ye  may  fear  God.  A 
certain  number  of  days  shall  ye  fast :  but  he  among  you  who  shall  be 
sick,  or  on  a  journey,  shall  fast  an  equal  number  of  other  days.  And 
those  who  can'^  keep  it,  and  do  not,  must  redeem  their  neglect  by  main- 
taining of  a  poor  man.^  And  he  who  voluntarily  dealeth  better  with 
the  poor  ma7i  than  he  is  obliged.,  this  shall  be  better  for  him.     But  if 

ye  fast  it  will  be  better  for  you,  if  ye  knew  it.     The  month  of  Ramadan^.^ / 

shall  ye  fast,  in  which  the  Koran  was  sent  down  from  heaven^  a  direct     ) 
tion  unto  men,  and  declarations  of  direction,  and  the  distinction  between 
good  and  evil.     Therefore  let  him  among  you  who  shall  be  present"^  in 
this  month,  fast  the  same  month  ;  but  he  who  shall  be  sick,  or  on  a 
journey,  shall  fast  the  like  number  of  other  days.     GOD  would  make 

8  This  is  not  to  be  strictly  taken  ;  for  according  to  the  Sonna,  a  man  also  is  to  be  put  to  death 
for  the  murder  of  a  woman.  Regard  is  also  to  be  had  to  difference  in  religion,  so  tliat  a  Moham- 
medan, though  a  slave,  is  not  to  be  put  to  death  for  an  infidel,  though  a  freeman. l  But  the 
civil  magistrates  do  not  think  themselves  always  obliged  to  conform  to  this  last  determination 
of  the  Sonna. 

h  This  is  the  common  practice  in  Mohammedan  countries,  particularly  in  Persia,2  where  the 
relations  of  the  deceased  may  take  their  choice,  either  to  have  the  murderer  put  into  their 
hands  to  be  put  to  death,  or  else  to  accept  of  a  pecuniary  satisfaction. 

^>  That  is,  the  legacy  was  not  to  exceed  a  third  part  of  the  testator's  substance,  nor  to  be 
given  where  there  was  no  necessity.  But  this  injunction  is  abrogated  by  the  law  concerning 
mheritances. 

k  The  expositors  differ  much  about  the  meaning  of  this  passage,  thinking  it  very  improbable 
that  people  should  be  left  entirely  at  liberty  either  to  fast  or  not,  on  compounding  for  it  in  this 
manner.  Jallalo'ddin,  therefore,  supposes  the  negative  particle  not  to  be  understood,  and  that 
this  is  allowed  only  to  those  who  are  7iot  able  to  fast,  by  reason  of  age  or  dangerous  sickness ; 
but  afterwards  he  says,  that  in  the  beginning  of  Mohammedism  it  was  free  for  them  to  choose 
whether  they  would  fast  or  maintain  a  poor  man,  which  liberty  was  soon  after  taken  away, 
and  this  passage  abrogated  by  the  following.  Therefore  let  him  who  shall  he  present  in  this 
tiionth,/ast  the  same  month.  Yet  this  abrogation,  he  says,  does  not  extend  to  women  with 
child  or  that  give  suck,  lest  the  infant  suffer. 

Al  Zamakhshari,  having  first  given  an  explanation  of  Ebn  Abbas,  who,  by  a  different  inter- 
pretation of  the  Arabic  word  Yotikunaho,  which  signifies  can  or  are  able  to  fast,  renders  it. 
Those  who  fnid  great  dijjlc^ilty  therein,  &c. ,  adds  an  exposition  of  his  own,  by  supposing 
something  to  be  understood,  according  to  which  the  sense  will  be.  Those  who  can  fast  and  yet 
have  a  legal  excuse  to  break  it,  must  redeem  it,  &c. 

'  According  to  the  usual  quantity  which  a  man  eats  in  a  day  and  the  custom  of  the  country.  3 

^  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV. 

°  i.e..  At  home,  and  not  in  a  strange  country,  where  the  fast  cannot  be  performed,  or  on  a 
journey. 

1  Jallalo'ddin         a  Vide  Chardin.  Voyage  de  Perse,  t.  ii.  p.  299.  'ic         3  Jallalo'ddin. 
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this  an  ease  unto  you,  and  would  not  tnake  it  a  difficulty  unto  you  ;  that 
ye  may  fulfil  the  number  of  days ^  and  glorify  GOD,  for  that  he  hath 
directed  you,  and  that  ye  may  give  thanks.  When  my  servants  ask 
thee  concerning  me.  Verily  I  am  near  ;  I  will  hear  the  prayer  of  him 
that  prayeth,  when  he  prayeth  unto  me  :  but  let  them  hearken  unto 
me,  and  bjlieve  in  me,  that  they  may  be  rightly  directed.  It  is  lawful 
for  you  on  the  night  of  the  fast  to  go  in  unto  your  wives,"  they  are  a 
garment^  unto  you,  and  ye  are  a  garment  unto  them.  GOD  knoweth 
that  ye  defraud  yourselves  therein^  wherefore  he  turneth  unto  you,  and 
forgiveth  you.  Now  therefore  go  in  unto  them ;  and  earnestly  desire 
that  which  GOD  ordaineth  you,  and  eat  and  drink,  until  ye  can  plainly 
distinguish  a  white  thread  from  a  black  thread  by  the  daybreak  :  then 
keep  the  fast  until  night,  and  go  not  in  unto  them,  but  be  constantly 
present  in  the  places  of  worship.  These  are  the  prescribed  bounds 
of  God,  therefore  draw  not  near  them  to  transgress  them.  Thus  God 
declareth  his  signs  unto  men,  that  ye  may  fear  him.  Consume  not 
your  wealth  among  yourselves  in  vain ;  nor  present  it  unto  judges, 
that  ye  may  devour  part  of  men's  substance  unjustly,  against  your 
own  consciences.  They  will  ask  thee  concerning  the  phases  of  the 
moon.  Answer,  They  are  times  appointed  unto  men,  and  to  show  the 
seasoit  ^  the  pilgrimage  to  Mecca.  It  is  not  righteousness  that  ye 
enter  your  houses  by  the  back  part  thereof,**  but  righteousness  is  of 
him  who  feareth  God.  Therefore  enter  your  houses  by  their  doors ; 
and  fear  God,  that  ye  may  be  happy.  And  fight  for  the  religion  of 
God  against  those  who  fight  against  you,  but  transgress  not  by  attack- 
ing them  first,  for  GOD  loveth  not  the  transgressors.  And  kill  them 
wherever  ye  find  them,  and  turn  them  out  of  that  whereof  they  have 
dispossessed  you  ;  for  temptation  to  idolatry  is  more  grievous  than 
Slaughter  :  yet  fight  not  against  them  in  the  holy  temple,  until  they 
attack  you  therein  ;  but  if  they  attack  you,  slay  them  there.  This  shall 
be  the  reward  of  the  infidels.  But  if  they  desist,  GOD  is  gracious  and 
merciful.  Fight  therefore  against  them,  until  there  be  no  temptation 
to  idolatry^  and  the  religion  be  God's  :  but  if  they  desist,  then  let  there 
be  no  hostility,  except  against  the  ungodly.  A  sacred  month  for  a  sacred 
month,^  and  the  holy  limits  of  Mecca,  if  they  attack  you  therein^  do  ye 
also  att(}ck  thon  therein  in  retaliation  ;  and  whoever  transgresseth 
against  you  by  so  doing,  do  ye  transgress  against  him  in  like  manner  as 
he  hath  transgressed  against  you,  and  fear  GOD,  and  know  that  GOD  is 
with  those  who  fear  him.  Contribute  out  of  your  substance  towards  the 
defence  of  the  religion  of  GOD,  and  throw  not  yourselves  with  your 
own  hands  into  perdition  ;'  and  do  good,  for  GOD  loveth  those  who  do 

0  Li  the  beginning  of  Mohamniedisni,  during  the  fast,  they  neither  lay  with  their  wives,  nor 
ate  nor  drank  after  supper.      But  botli  are  permitted  by  this  passage.^ 

P  A  metaphorical  expression,  to  signify  the  mutual  comfort  a  man  and  his  wife  find  in  each 
other. 

4  Some  of  the  Arabs  had  a  superstitious  custom  after  they  had  been  at  Mecca  (in  pilgrimage, 
as  it  seems),  on  their  return  home,  not  to  enter  their  house  by  the  old  door,  but  tc  make  a  hole 
througli  tlie  back  part  for  a  passage,  which  practice  is  here  reprehended. 

''  As  to  these  sacred  months,  wherein  it  was  unlawful  for  the  ancient  Arabs  to  attack  one 
another,  see  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  VII. 

■  i.e..  Be  not  accessory  to  your  own  destruction,  by  neglecting  your  contributions  »owardi 
the  wars  against  infidels,  and  thereby  suffering  them  to  gather  strength. 
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good.  Perform  the  pilgrimage  oj  Mecca,  and  the  visitation  of  God  ; 
and  if  ye  be  besieged,  se^id  that  offering  which  shall  be  the  easiest ;  and 
shave  not  your  heads,'  until  your  offering  reacheth  the  place  of  sacri- 
fice. But  whoever  among  you  is  sick,  or  is  troubled  with  any  distemper 
of  the  head,  must  redeem  the  shaving  his  head  by  fasting,  or  alms,  oi 
some  offering."  When  ye  are  secure  from  enemies,  he  who  tarrieth  in 
the  visitation  of  the  teinple  of  Mecca^  until  the  pilgrimage,  shall  bri7ig 
that  offering  which  shall  be  the  easiest.  But  he  who  findeth  not  any- 
thing to  offer ^  shall  fast  three  days  in  the  pilgrimage,  and  seven  when 
ye  are  returned  :  they  shall  be  ten  days  complete.  This  is  incumbent 
on  him  whose  family  shall  not  be  present  at  the  holy  temple.  And 
fear  GOD,  and  know  that  God  is  severe  in  punishing.  The  pilgrimage 
must  be  performed  in  the  known  months  '^  whosoever  therefore  pur- 
poseth  to  go  on  pilgrimage  therein,  let  him  not  know  a  woman,  nor 
transgress,  nor  quarrel  in  the  pilgrimage.  The  good  which  ye  do, 
God  knoweth  it.  Make  ^xoVision  for  your  journey ;  but  the  best  pro- 
vision is  piety  :  and  fear  me,  O  ye  of  understanding.  It  shall  be  no 
crime  in  you,  if  ye  seek  an  increase  from  your  Lord,  by  trading  during 
the  pilgrimage.  And  when  ye  go  in  procession'  from  Arafat,^  remem- 
ber God  near  the  holy  monument  ;^  and  remember  him  for  that  he 
hath  directed  you,  although  ye  were  before  this  of  the  niunber  of  those 
who  go  astray.  Therefore  go  in  procession  from  whence  the  people 
go  in  procession,  and  ask  pardon  of  GOD,  for  GOD  is  gracious  and 
merciful.  And  when  ye  have  finished  your  holy  ceremonies,  remember 
God,  according  as  ye  remember  your  fathers,  or  with  a  more  reverent 
commemoration.  There  are  some  men  who  say,  O  Lord,  give  us  our 
portion  in  this  world  ;  but  such  shall  have  no  portion  in  the  next  life  : 
and  there  are  others  who  say,  O  Lord,  give  us  good  in  this  world,  and 
also  good  in  the  next  world,  and  deliver  us  from  the  torment  of  Jiell 
fire.  They  shall  have  a  portion  of  that  which  they  have  gained  :  God 
is  swift  in  taking  an  account. '^  Remember  God  the  appoi7ited  number 
of  days  '.^  but  if  any  haste  to  depart  from  the  valley  of  Mina  in  two 
days,  it  shall  be  no  crime  in  him.  And  if  any  tarry  longer,  it  shall  be 
no  crime  in  him,  in  him  who  feareth  GOD.     Therefore  fear  GoD,  and 

*  For  this  was  a  sign  they  had  completed  their  vow,  and  performed  all  the  ceremonies  of  the 
pilgrimage.  1 

"  That  is,  either  by  fasting  three  days,  or  feeding  six  poor  people,  or  sacrificing  a  sheep. 

^  This  passage  is  somewhat  obscure.  Yahya  interprets  it  of  him  who  marries  a  wife  during 
the  visitation,  and  performs  the  pilgrimage  the  year  following.  But  Jallalo'ddin  e.xpounds  it 
of  him  who  stays  within  the  sacred  enclosures,  in  order  to  complete  the  ceremonies  which  (as  it 
should  seem)  he  had  not  been  able  to  do  within  the  prescribed  time. 

y  i.e.,  Shawal,  Dhu'lkaada,  and  Dhu'lhajja.     See  the  Preliminary  Discourse,  Sect.  IV. 

»  The  original  word  signifies  to  rush  forward  impetuously ;  as  the  pilgrims  do  when  the5 
proceed  from  Arafat  to  Mozdalifa. 

»  A  mountain  near  Mecca,  so  called  because  Adam  there  met  and  knew  his  wife,  after  a  long 
separation.2  Yet  others  say  that  Gabriel,  after  he  had  instructed  Abraham  in  all  the  sacred 
ceremonies,  coming  to  Arafat,  there  asked  him  if  he  knew  the  ceremonies  which  had  been  shown 
him  ;  tc  which  Abraham  answering  in  the  affirmative,  the  mountain  had  thence  its  name.  3 

b  In  Arabic,  al  Masher  al  hardm.  It  is  a  mountain  in  the  farther  part  of  Mozdalifa,  where 
it  is  said  Mohammed  stood  praying  and  praising  God,  till  his  face  became  extremely  shining.'' 
Bobovius  calls  it  Farkh,5  but  the  true  name  seems  to  be  Kazah  ;  the  variation  being  occasioned 
only  by  the  different  pointing  of  the  Arabic  letters. 

*=  For  he  will  judge  all  creatures,  says  Jallalo'ddin,  in  the  space  of  ha'f  a  day. 

*  i.e..  Three  days  after  slaying  the  sacrifices. 

1  Jallalo'ddin.  2  gee  before,  p.  5,  note  '.  3  Al  Hasan.  *  Jallalo'ddia.  *  Bobcv 
de  Peregr.  Meccana.  p.  15. 
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know  that  unto  him  ye  shall  be  gathered.  There  is  a  man  who 
causeth  thee  to  marveF  by  his  speech  concerning  this  present  life,  and 
calleth  God  to  witness  that  which  is  in  his  heart,  yet  he  is  most  intent 
in  opposing  thee ;  and  when  he  turneth  away  from  thee,  he  hasteth 
to  act  corruptly  in  the  earth,  and  to  destroy  that  which  is  sown,  and 
springeth  up  :'  but  GOD  loveth  not  corrupt  doing.  And  if  one  say 
unto  him,  Fear  God  ;  pride  seizcth  him,  together  with  wickedness  ; 
but  hell  shall  be  his  reward,  and  an  unhappy  couch  shall  it  be. 
There  is  also  a  man  who  selleth  his  soul  for  the  sake  of  those  things 
which  are  pleasing  unto  GOD  ;S  and  God  is  gracious  unto  his  servants, 
O  true  believers,  enter  into  the  true  religion  wholly,  and  follow  not  the 
steps  of  Satan,  for  he  is  your  open  enemy.  If  ye  have  slipped  after 
the  declarations  of  our  will  have  come  unto  you,  know  that  GOD  is 
mighty  and  wise.  Do  the  infidels  expect  less  than  that  God  should 
come  down  to  them  overshadowed  with  clouds,  and  the  angels  also  f 
but  the  thing  is  decreed,  and  to  God  shall  all  things  return.  Ask  the 
children  of  Israel  how  many  evident  signs  we  have  showed  them  ;  and 
whoever  shall  change  the  grace  of  God,  after  it  shall  have  come  unto 
him,  verily  GOD  will  be  severe  in  punishing  hi7n.  The  present  life 
was  ordained  for  those  who  believe  not,  and  they  laugh  the  faithful 
to  scorn  ;  but  they  who  fear  God  shall  be  above  them,  on  the  day  of 
the  resurrection  :  for  GOD  is  bountiful  unto  whom  he  pleaseth  without 
measure.  Mankind  was  of  one  faith,  and  God  sent  prophets  bearing 
good  tidings,  and  denouncing  threats,  and  sent  down  with  them  the 
scripture  in  truth,  that  it  might  judge  between  men  of  that  concerning 
which  they  disagreed  :  and  none  disagreed  concerning  it,  except  those 
to  whom  the  same  scriptures  were  delivered,  after  the  declarations  of 
God's  will  had  come  unto  them,  out  of  envy  among  themselves.  And 
God  directed  those  who  believed,  to  that  truth  concerning  which  they 
disagreed,  by  his  will  :  for  GOD  directeth  whom  he  pleaseth  into  the 
right  way.  Did  ye  think  ye  should  enter  paradise,  when  as  yet  no  such 
thing  had  happened  unto  you,  as  hath  happened  unto  those  who  have 
been  before  you  ?  They  suffered  calamity  and  tribulation,  and  were 
afflicted ;  so  that  the  apostle,  and  they  who  believed  with  him,  said. 
When  will  the  help  of  God  co7ne?  Is  not  the  help  of  GoD  nigh? 
They  will  ask  thee  what  they  shall  bestow  /;/  ahns  :  Answer,  The  good 
which  ye  bestow,  let  it  be  given  to  parents,  and  kindred,  and  orphans, 
and  the  poor,  and  the  stranger.  Whatsoever  good  ye  do,  God  knoweth 
it.  War  is  enjoined  you  agaijist  the  Infidels j  but  this  is  hateful  unto 
you  :  yet  perchance  ye  hate  a  thing  which  is  better  for  you,  and  pei- 
chance  ye  love  a  thing  which  is  worse  for  you  :  but  God  knoweth  and 
ye  know  not.  They  will  ask  thee  concerning  the  sacred  montlx, 
whether  they  7nay  war  therein  :  Answer,  To  war  therein  is  grievous  ; 
but  to  obstruct  the  way  of  GOD,  and  infidelity  towards  him,  and  to  keep 

^  This  person  was  al  Akhnas  Ebn  Shoraik,  a  fair-spoken  dissembler,  who  swore  that  he  be- 
lieved in  Mohammed,  and  pretended  to  be  one  of  his  friends,  and  to  contemn  this  world.     But 
God  here  reveals  to  the  prophet  his  hypocrisy  and  wickedness.1 
'  Setting  fire  to  his  neighbour's  corn,  and  killing  his  asses  by  night. 2 

B  The  person  here  meant  was  one  Soheib,  who  being  persecuted  by  the  idolaters  of  Mecca, 
fwrsook  all  he  had,  and  fled  to  Medina.3 

1  Jallalo'ddib.  *  Idem.  '^  Idem. 
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men  from  the  holy  temple,  and  to  drive  out  his  people  from  thence, 
is  more  grievous  in  the  sight  of  GOD,  and  the  temptation  to  idolatry  is 
more  grievous  than  to  kill  ///  the  sacred  montlis.  They  will  not  cease 
to  war  against  you,  until  they  turn  you  from  your  religion,  if  they  be 
able  :  but  whoever  among  you  shall  turn  back  from  his  religion,  and 
die  an  infidel,  their  works  shall  be  vain  in  this  world  and  the  next ; 
they  shall  be  the  companions  of  hell  fire,  they  shall  remain  therein  for 
ever.  But  they  who  believe,  and  who  fly  for  the  sake  of  religion,  and 
fight  in  God's  cause,  they  shall  hope  for  the  mercy  of  God  ;  for  God 
is  gracious  and  merciful.  They  will  ask  thee  concerning  wine^  and 
lots  '}  Answer,  In  both  there  is  great  sin,  and  also  some  things  of  use 
unto  men  •}•  but  their  sinfulness  is  greater  than  their  use.  They  will 
ask  thee  also  what  they  shall  bestow  in  alms  :  Answer,  What  ye  have 
to  spare.  Thus  GOD  showeth  his  signs  unto  you,  that  peradventure 
ye  might  seriously  think  of  this  present  world,  and  of  the  next.  They 
will  also  ask  thee  concerning  orphans  :  Answer,  To  deal  rig'  teously 
with  them  is  best ;  and  if  ye  intermeddle  with  the  manage?ne7it  of  what 
belongs  to  them,  do  them  no  wrong;  they  are  your  brethren  :  GOD 
knoweth  the  corrupt  dealer  from  the  righteous  ;  and  if  God  please,  he 
will  surely  distress  you/  for  God  is  mighty  and  wise.  Marry  not 
women  who  are  idolaters,  until  they  believe  :  verily  a  maid-servant 
who  believeth  is  better  than  an  idolatress,  although  she  please  you 
more.  And  give  not  woinett  who  believe  in  marriage  to  the  idolaters, 
until  they  believe  ;  for  verily  a  servant  who  is  a  true  believer,  is  better 
than  an  idolater,  though  he  please  you  more.  They  invite  unto  hell 
fire,  but  God  inviteth  unto  paradise  and  pardon  through  his  will,  and 
declareth  his  signs  unto  men,  that  they  may  remember.  They  will  ask 
thee  also  concerning  the  courses  of  women  :  Answer,  They  are  a 
pollution  :  therefore  separate  yourselves  from  women  in  their  courses, 
and  go  not  near  them  until  they  be  cleansed.  But  when  they  are 
cleansed,  go  in  unto  them  as  God  hath  commanded  you,™  for  GOD 
loveth  those  who  repent,  and  loveth  those  who  are  clean.  Your  wives 
are  your  tillage  ;  go  in  therefore  unto  your  tillage  in  what  manner  so- 
ever ye  will  :"  and  do  first  sorne  act  that  7nay  be  profitable  unto  your 
souls  f  and  fear  GOD,  and  know  that  ye  must  meet  him ;  and  bear  good 

b  Under  the  name  of  wi7re  all  sorts  of  strong  and  inebriating  liquors  are  comprehended.  1 
i  The  original  word,  al  Meiser,  properly  signifies  a  particular  game  performed  with  arrows, 
and  much  in  usewitli  the  pagan  Arabs.     But  by/ci'.jwe  are  here  to  understand  all  games  what- 
soever, which  are  subject  to  chance  or  hazard,  as  dice,  cards,  &c.2 

^  From  these  words  some  suppose  that  only  drinking  to  excess  and  too  frequent  gaming  are 
prohibited.  3  And  the  moderate  use  of  wine  they  also  think  is  allowed  by  tliese  words  of  the 
16th  chapter.  And  of  tlie  fy-zdts  of  pabn-trees  and  grapes  ye  obtain  inebriating  drink,  and 
also  good  jLoiiris/inrcnt.  But  the  more  received  opinion  is,  that  both  drinking  wine  or  other 
8tron>  liquors  in  any  quantity,  and  playing  at  any  game  of  chance,  are  absoluttiy  fot- 
bidden.  ■* 

'  viz.,  By  his  curse,  which  shall  certainly  bring  to  nothing  what  ye  shall  wrong  the  orphans 
o*". 
"'  But  not  while  they  have  their  courses,  nor  by  using  preposterous  venery.l 
"  It  has  been  imagined  that  these  words  allow  that  preposterous  lust,  which  the  commen- 
tators say  is  forbidden  by  the  preceding  ;  but  I  question  whether  this  can  be  proved. 2 

0  i.e..  Perform  some  act  of  devotion  or  charity. 

1  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  V.  2  gee  ibid.  3  Vide  Jallalo'ddin  et  al  Zamakhshari. 
♦  See  the  Prelim.  Disc,  ubi  sup.  1  Ebn  Abbas,  Jallalo'ddin.  2  Jallalo'ddin,  Yahya,  al 
ZamaVhshari.     Vide  Lucret.  de  Rer.  Nat.  1.  4,  v.  1258,  &c. 
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tidings  unto  the  faithful.  Make  not  GoD  the  object  of  your  oaths,' 
that  ye  will  deal  justly,  and  be  devout,  and  make  peace  among  men  ;** 
for  God  is  he  who  heareth  and  knoweth.  GOD  will  not  punish  you  for 
an  inconsiderate  word"^  in  your  oaths ;  but  he  will  punish  you  for  that 
which  your  hearts  have  assented  unto :  GOD  is  merciful  and  gracious. 
They  who  vow  to  abstain  from  their  wives,  are  allowed  to  wait  four 
months  :^  but  if  they  go  back  from  their  vow^  verily  GOD  is  gracious 
and  merciful  ;*  and  if  they  resolve  on  a  divorce,  GOD  is  he  who  heareth 
and  knoweth.  The  women  who  are  divorced  shall  wait  concerning 
themselves  until  they  have  their  courses  thrice/  and  it  shall  not  be  law- 
ful for  them  to  conceal  that  which  GOD  hath  created  in  their  wombs,^  if 
they  believe  in  God  and  the  last  day ;  and  their  husbands  will  act  more 
justly  to  bring  them  back  at  this  time^  if  they  desire  a  reconciliation. 
The  women  ought  also  to  behave  towards  their  husbands  in  like  manner 
as  their  husbands  should  behave  towards  them,  according  to  what  is 
iust :  but  the  men  ought  to  have  a  superiority  over  them.  God  is  mighty 
and  wise.  Ye  may  divorce  your  wives  twice  ;  and  then  either  retain 
them  with  humanity,  or  dismiss  them  with  kindness.  But  it  is  not  law- 
ful for  you  to  take  away  anything  of  what  ye  have  given  them,  unless 
both  fear  that  they  cannot  observe  the  ordinances  of  GOD.y  And  if  ye 
fear  that  they  cannot  observe  the  ordinances  of  GOD,  it  shall  be  no 
crime  in  either  of  them  on  account  of  that  for  which  the  wife  shall  re- 
deem herself."  These  are  the  ordinances  of  GOD  ;  therefore  transgress 
them  not ;  for  whoever  transgresseth  the  ordinances  of  GOD,  they  are 
unjust  doers.  But  if  tlie  husband  divorce  her  a  third  time,  she  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  him  again,  until  she  marry  another  husband.  But  il 
he  also  divorce  her,  it  shall  be  no  crime  in  them,  if  they  return  to  each 
'Other,  if  they  think  they  can  observe  the  ordinances  of  GoD  ;  and  these 
are  the  ordinances  of  GOD,  he  declareth  them  to  people  of  understand- 
ing.    But  when  ye  divorce  women,  and  they  have  fulfilled  their  pre- 

P  So  as  to  swear  frequently  by  him.     The  word  translated  object,  properly  signifies  a  butt  to 

shoot  at  with  arrows.  3 

q  Some  commentators'!  expound  this  negatively,  That  ye  will  not  deal  justly,  nor  be  dezcnit, 
&c.  For  such  wicked  oaths,  they  say,  were  customary  among  the  idolatrous  inhabitants  of 
Mecca;  which  gave  occasion  to  the  following  saying  of  Mohammed:  When  you  swear  to  do 
a  t/u'ng,  and  afteriuards  find  it  better  to  do  otherwise,  do  thatwfUch  is  better,  and  make  void 
voiiv  oath. 

''  When  a  man  swears  inadvertently,  and  without  design. 

'  That  is,  they  may  take  so  much  time  to  consider  ;  and  shall  not,  by  a  rash  oath,  be  obliged 
actually  to  divorce  them. 

'  i.e.,  If  they  be  reconciled  to  their  wives  within  four  months,  or  after,  they  may  retain  them, 
and  God  will  dispense  with  their  oath. 

"  This  is  to  be  understood  of  those  only  with  whom  the  marriage  has  been  consummated  ;  for 
as  to  the  others  there  is  no  time  limited.  Those  who  are  not  quite  past  childbearing  (wliich  a 
woman  is  reckoned  to  be  after  her  courses  cease,  and  she  is  fifty-five  lunar  years,  or  about  fifty 
three  solar  years  old),  and  those  who  are  too  young  to  have  children,  are  allowed  three  months 
only  ;  but  they  who  are  with  child  must  wait  till  they  be  delivered. ^ 

*  That  is,  they  shall  tell  the  real  truth,  whether  they  have  their  courses,  or  be  with  child,  or 
not ;  and  shall  not,  by  deceiving  their  husband,  obtain  a  separation  from  nim  before  the  term 
be  accomplished  :  lest  the  first  husband's  child  should,  by  that  means,  go  to  the  second  ;  or  the 
wife,  in  case  of  the  first  husband's  death,  should  set  up  her  child  as  his  heir,  or  demand  her 
maintenance  during  the  time  she  went  with  such  child,  and  the  expenses  of  her  lying-in,  under 
pretence  that  she  waited  not  her  full  prescribed  time.^ 

7  For  if  there  be  a  settled  '•version  on  either  side,  their  contii.uing  together  may  have  very 
ill,  and  perhaps  fatal  consequences. 

•  i.e.,  If  she  prevail  on  her  husband  to  dismiss  her,  by  releasing  part  of  her  dowry. 


S  JalLilo'ddin.         ^  Idem.     Yahya.        ^  Jallalo'ddia.        <  Yabya. 
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scribed  time,  either  retain  them  with  humanity,  or  dismiss  them  with 
kindness  ;  and  retain  them  not  by  violence,  so  that  ye  transgress  ;a  for 
he  who  doth  this,  surely  injureth  his  own  soul.     And  make  not  the  signs 
of  God  a  jest  :  but  remember  God's  favour  towards  you,  and  that  he 
hath  sent  down  unto  you  the  book  of  the  Koran,  and  wisdom,  admo- 
nishing you  thereby ;  and  fear  GOD,  and  know  that  God  is  omniscient. 
But  when  ye  have  divorced  your  wives,  and  they  have  fulfilled  their 
prescribed  time,  hinder  them  not  from  marrying  their  husbands,  when 
they  have  agreed  among  themselves  according  to  what  is  honourable. 
This  is  given  in  admonition  unto  him  among  you  who  believeth  in  God, 
and  the  last  day.    This  is  most  righteous  for  you,  and  most  pure.    God 
knoweth,  but  ye  know  not.     Mothers  after  they  are  divorced  shall  give 
suck  unto  their  children  two  full  years,  to  him  who  desireth  the  time 
of  giving  suck  to  be  completed  ;   and  the  father  shall  be  obliged  to 
maintain  them  and  clothe  them  in  the  mean  time,  according  to  that 
which  shall  be  reasonable.     No  person  shall  be  obliged  beyond  his 
ability.     A  mother  shall  not  be  compelled  to  what  is  unreasonable  on 
account  of  her  child,  nor  a  father  on  account  of  his  child.     And  the 
heir  of  the  father  shall  be  obliged  to  do  in  like  manner.     But  if  they 
choose  to  wean  the  child  before  the  end  of  two  years,  by  common  con- 
sent and  on  mutual  consideration,  it  shall  be  no  crime  in  them.     And 
if  ye  have  a  mind  to  provide  a  nurse  for  your  children,  it  shall  be  no 
crime  in  you,  in  case  ye  fully  pay  what  ye  offer  her,  according  to  that 
which  is  just.     And  fear  God,  and  know  that  GOD  seeth  whatever  ye 
do.     Such  of  you  as  die,  and  leave  wives,  their  wives  must  wait  con- 
cerning themselves  four  months  and  ten  days^  and  when  they  shall 
have  fulfilled  their  term,  it  shall  be  no  crime  in  you,  for  that  which  they 
shall  do  with  themselves,*'  according  to  what  is  reasonable.     GOD  well 
knoweth  that  which  ye  do.     And  it  shall  be  no  crime  in  you,  whether 
ye  make  public  overtures  of  marriage  unto  such  women,  within  the  said 
four  months  and  ten  days,  or  whether  ye  conceal  such  your  designs  in 
your  minds  :  God  knoweth  that  ye  will  remember  them.     But  make 
no  promise  unto  them  privately,  unless  ye  speak  honourable  words ; 
and  resolve  not  on  the  knot  of  marriage,  until  the  prescribed  time  be 
accomplished ;  and  know  that  GOD  knoweth  that  which  is  in  your  minds, 
therefore  beware  of  him,  and  know  that  GOD  is  gracious  and  merciful. 
It  shall  be  no  crime  in  you,  if  ye  divorce  your  wives,  so  long  as  ye  have 
not  touched  them,  nor  settled  any  dowry  on  them.     And  provide  for 
them  (he  who  is  at  his  ease  must  provide  according  to  his  circum- 
stances, and  he  who  is   straitened  according  to  his   circumstances) 
necessaries,  according  to  what  shall  be  reasonable.     This  is  a  duty 
incumbejit  on  the  righteous.     But  if  ye  divorce  them  before  ye  have 
touched  them,  and  have  already  settled  a  dowry  on  them,/*?  shall  give 
them  half  of  what  ye  have  settled,  unless  they  release  a7iy  part,  or  he 
release  part  in  whose  hand  the  knot  of  marriage  is  -^  and  if  ye  release 

*  viz.,  By  obliging  them  to  purchase  their  liberty  with  part  of  their  dowry. 

«>  That  is  to  say,  before  they  marry  again ;  and  this,  not  only  for  decency  sake,  but  that  it 
may  be  known  whether  they  be  with  child  by  the  deceased  or  not. 

'  That  is,  if  they  leave  off  their  mourning  weeds,  and  look  out  for  new  nusbands. 

<J  i.e..  Unless  the  wife  agree  to  take  less  than  half  her  dowry,  or  unless  the  husband  be  so 
generous  as  to  give  her  more  than  half,  or  the  whole,  which  is  here  approved  of  as  most  com 
mendable. 
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the  whole,  it  will  approach  nearer  unto  piety.  And  forget  not  liberality 
among  you,  for  God  seeth  that  which  ye  do.  Carefully  observe  the 
appoiiited  prayers,  and  the  middle  prayer,*  and  be  assiduous  therein^ 
with  devotion  towards  God.  But  if  ye  fear  afiy  danger,  pray  on  foot 
or  on  horseback  ;  and  when  ye  are  safe,  remember  GOD,  how  he  hath 
taught  you  what  as  yet  ye  knew  not.  And  such  of  you  as  shall  die  and 
leave  wives,  ought  to  bequeath  their  wives  a  year's  maintenance,  without 
putting  them  out  of  their  houses  :  but  if  they  go  out  voluntarily,  it  shall 
be  no  crime  in  you,  for  that  which  they  shall  do  with  themselves,  accord- 
ing to  what  shall  be  reasonable;  God  is  mighty  and  wise.  And  unto 
those  who  are  divorced,  a  reasonable  provision  is  also  duej  this  is  a  duty 
incumbent  on  those  who  fear  God.  Thus  GoD  declareth  his  signs  unto 
you,  that  ye  may  understand.  Hast  thou  not  considered  those  who  left 
their  habitations  (and  they  were  thousands)  for  fear  of  death?'  And  GOD 
said  unto  them,  Die  ;  then  he  restored  them  to  life,  for  GOD  is  gracious 
towards  mankind ;  but  the  greater  part  of  men  do  not  give  thanks. 
Fight  for  the  religion  of  GoD,  and  know  that  GOD  is  he  who  heareth 
and  knoweth.  Who  is  he  that  will  lend  unto  God  on  good  usury  ?« 
verily  he  will  double  it  unto  him  manifold  ;  for  GOD  contracteth  and 
extendeth  his  hand  as  he  pleaseth,  and  to  him  shall  ye  return.  Hast 
thou  not  considered  the  assembly  of  the  children  of  Israel,  after  the 
time  of  Moses  ;  when  they  said  unto  their  prophet  Samuel,  Set  a  king 
over  us,  that  we  may  fight  for  the  religion  of  GOD  ?  The  prophet  an- 
swered. If  ye  are  enjoined  to  go  to  war,  will  ye  be  near  refusing  to 
fight  ?  They  answered.  And  what  should  ail  us  that  we  should  not  fight 
for  the  religion  of  God,  seeing  we  are  dispossessed  of  our  habitations, 
and  deprived  of  our  children  ?  But  when  they  were  enjoined  to  go 
to  war,  they  turned  back,  except  a  few  of  them  :  and  God  knew  the 
ungodly.  And  their  prophet  said  unto  them,  Verily  GOD  hath  set  Talut^ 
king  over  you  :  they  answered.  How  shall  he  reign  over  us,  seeing  we 
are  more  worthy  of  the  kingdom  than  he,  neither  is  he  possessed  of 
great  riches  ?  Samuel  said,  Verily  GoD  hath  chosen  him  before  you, 
and  hath  caused  him  to  increase  in  knowledge  and  stature,  for  God 

*  Yahya  interprets  this  from  a  tradition  of  Mohammed,  who,  being  asked  which  was  the 
middle  prayer,  answered,  The  evening  praj'er,  which  was  instituted  by  the  prophet  Solomon. 
But  Jallalo'ddin  allows  a  greater  latitude,  and  supposes  it  may  be  the  afternoon  prayer,  the 
morning  prayer,  the  noon  prayer,  or  any  other. 

f  These  were  some  of  the  children  of  Israel,  who  abandoned  their  dwellings  because  ot  a 
pestilence,  or,  as  others  say,  to  avoid  serving  in  a  religious  war ;  but,  as  they  fled,  God  struck 
them  all  dead  in  a  certain  valley.  About  eight  days  or  more  after,  when  their  bodies  were 
corrupted,  the  prophet  Ezekiel,  the  son  of  Buzi,  happening  to  pass  tha^way,  at  the  sight  of 
their  bones  wept ;  whereupon  God  said  to  him.  Call  to  them,  O  Ezekiel,  and  J  will  restore 
them  to  life.  And  accordingly  on  the  prophet's  call  they  all  arose,  and  lived  several  years 
after ;  but  they  retained  the  colour  and  stench  of  dead  corpses  as  long  as  they  lived,  and  the 
clothes  they  wore  changed  as  black  as  pitch,  which  qualities  they  transmitted  to  their  posterity.^ 
As  to  the  number  of  these  Israelites  the  commentators  are  not  agreed  :  th<^  who  reckon  least 
say  they  were  3,000,  and  they  who  reckon  most,  70,000.  This  story  seems  to  have  been  taken 
from  Ezekiel's  vision  of  the  resurrection  of  dry  bones.2 

Some  of  the  Mohammedan  writers  will  have  Ezekiel  to  have  been  one  of  the  judges  of  Israel, 
and  to  have  succeeded  Othoniel  the  son  of  Caleb.  They  also  call  this  prophet  Ebn  al  ajuz,  or 
the  son  0/ the  old  woman;  because  they  say  his  mother  obtained  him  by  her  prayers  in  her  old 
age.3 

8  viz..  By  contributing  towards  the  establishment  of  his  true  religion. 

^  So  the  Mohammedans  name  Saul. 


1  JalbJo'ddin,  Yahya,  Abulfeda,  &c.  '  Ezck.  xxxvii.  i— 10.  '  Al  Thalabi,  Abn 

lihak,  &c. 


3 


CHAP.  II.  AL  KORAN.  27 

giveth  hi  j  kingdom  unto  whom  he  pleaseth  ;  GOD  is  bounteous  and 
wise.  And  their  prophet  said  unto  th*em,  Verily  the  sign  of  his  king- 
dom shall  be,  that  the  ark  shall  come  unto  you  :*  therein  shall  be  tran- 
quillity from  your  LORD,^  and  the  relics^  which  have  been  left  by  the 
family  of  Moses,  and  the  family  of  Aaron  ;  the  angels  shall  ^ring  it. 
Verily  this  shall  be  a  sign  unto  you,  if  ye  believe.  And  when  Talut 
departed  with  his  soldiers,  he  said,  Verily  GOD  will  prove  you  by  the 
river  :  for  he  who  drinketh  thereof,  shall  not  be  on  my  side  (but  he 
who  shall  not  taste  thereof  he  shall  be  on  my  side)  except  he  who 
drinketh  a  draught  out  of  his  hand.  And  they  drank  thereof,  except 
a  few  of  them."^  And  when  they  had  passed  the  river,  he  and  those 
who  believed  with  him,  they  said.  We  have  no  strength  to-day  against 
Jalut"^  and  his  forces.  But  they  who  considered  that  they  should  meet 
God  at  the  resurrection,  said.  How  often  hath  a  small  army  discomfited 
a  great  army,  by  the  will  of  GOD  ?  and  GOD  is  with  those  who  pa- 
tiently persevere.  And  when  they  went  forth  to  battle  against  Jalut 
and  his  forces,  they  said,  O  LORD,  pour  on  us  patience,  and  confirm 
our  feet,  and  help  us  against  the  unbelieving  people.  Therefore  they 
discomfited  them,  by  the  will  of  GOD,  and  David  slew  Jalut.  And  GOD 
gave  him  the  kingdom  and  wisdom,  and  taught  him  his  will  f  and  if 
God  had  not  prevented  men,  the  one  by  the  other,  verily  the  earth  had 
been  corrupted  :  but  GOD  is  benificent  towards  his  creatures.  These 
are  the  signs  of  GOD  :  we  rehearse  them  unto  thee  with  truth,  and  thou 
art  surely  one  of  those  who  have  been  sent  by  GoD.  (HI.)  These  are 
the  apostles  ;  we  have  preferred  some  of  them  before  others  :  some  of 
them  hath  GOD  spoken  unto,  and  hath  exalted  the  degree  of  others  of 
them.  And  we  gave  unto  Jesus  the  son  of  Mary  manifest  signs,  and 
strengthened  him  with  the  holy  spirit.^  And  if  GOD  had  pleased, 
they  who  came  after  those  apostles  would  not  have  contended  among 
themselves,  after  manifest  signs  had  been  shown  unto  them.  But  they 
fell  to  variance ;  therefore  some  of  them  believed,  and  some  of  them 
believed  not ;  and  if  GOD  had  so  pleased,  they  would  not  have  con- 

'  This  ark,  says  Jallalo'ddin,  contained  the  images  of  the  prophets,  and  was  sent  down  from 
heaven  to  Adam,  and  at  length  came  to  the  Israelites,  who  put  great  confidence  therein,  and 
continually  carried  it  in  the  front  of  their  army,  till  it  was  taken  by  the  Amalekites.  But  on 
this  occasion  the  angels  brought  it  back,  in  the  sight  of  all  the  people,  and  placed  it  at  the  feet 
of  Talut ;  who  was  thereupon  unanimously  acknowledged  for  their  king. 

Tills  relation  seems  to  have  arisen  from  some  imperfect  tradition  of  the  taking  and  sending 
back  the  ark  by  the  Philistines.^ 

^  That  is_,  because  of  the  great  confidence  the  Israelites  placed  in  it,  having  won  several 
battles  by  its  miraculous  assistance.  I  imagine,  however,  that  the  Arabic  word  Sakinat, 
which  signifies  tranquillity  or  security  of  mind,  and  is  so  understood  by  the  commentators, 
may  not  improbably  mean  the  divine  prcsettce  or  glory,  which  used  to  appear  on  the  ark,  and 
which  the  Jews  express  by  the  same  word  Shechinah. 

'  These  were  the  shoes  and  rod  of  Moses,  the  mitre  of  Aaron,  a  pot  of  manna,  and  the  broken 
pieces  of  the  two  tables  of  the  law." 

™  The  number  of  those  who  drank  out  of  their  hands  was  about  313.^  It  seems  that  Mo- 
hanimed  has  here  confounded  Saul  with  Gideon,  who  by  the  divine  direction  took  with  him 
against  the  Midianites  such  of  his  army  only  as  lapped  water  out  of  their  hands,  which  were 
300  men. 2 

"  Or  Goliath. 

"  Or  what  he  pleased  to  teach  him.  Yahya  most  rationally  understands  hereby  the  divine 
revelations  which  David  received  from  God  ;  but  Jallalo'ddin  the  art  of  making  coats  of  mail 
(which  the  Mohammedans  believe  was  that  prophet's  peculiar  trade),  and  the  knowledge  of  the 
language  of  birds. 

f  See  before  p.  10,  note  ^. 

*  I  Sam.  iv.  t.  and  vi.        5  Jallalo  ddin-         \  Idem,  Yahya.        2  Judges  vii 
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tended  among  themselves,  but  God  doth  what  he  will.  O  true  believers, 
give  alms  of  that  which  we  have  bestowed  on  you,  before  the  day  cometh 
wherein  there  shall  be  no  merchandizing,  nor  friendship,  nor  intercession. 
The  infidels  are  unjust  doers.  GOD  !  there  is  no  GOD  but  he  ;**  the 
Uving,  tl^  self-subsisting  :  neither  slumber  nor  sleep  seizeth  him  ;  to 
him  belongeth  whatsoever  is  in  heaven,  and  on  earth.  Who  is  he  that  can 
intercede  with  him,  but  through  his  good  pleasure?  He  knoweth  that 
which  is  past,  and  that  which  is  to  come  unto  them,  and  they  shall  not 
comprehend  anything  of  his  knowledge,  but  so  far  as  he  plcaseth.  His 
throne  is  extended  over  heaven  and  earth,"^  and  the  preservation  of  both 
is  no  burden  unto  him.  He  is  the  high,  the  mighty.  Let  there  be  no 
violence  in  religion."  Now  is  right  direction  manifestly  distinguished 
from  deceit :  whoever  therefore  shall  deny  Tagut,'  and  believe  in  GOD, 
he  shall  surely  take  hold  on  a  strong  handle,  which  shall  not  be  broken  ; 
God  is  he  who  heareth  and  seeth.  GOD  is  the  patron  of  those  who 
believe  ;  he  shall  lead  them  out  of  darkness  into  light :  but  as  to  those 
who  believe  not,  their  patrons  are  Tagut ;  they  shall  lead  them  from 
the  light  into  darkness  ;  they  shall  be  the  companions  of  hell  fire,  they 
shall  remain  therein  for  ever.  Hast  thou  not  considered  him  who  dis- 
puted with  Abraham  concerning  his  LORD,"  because  GOD  had  given 
liim  the  kingdom  ?  When  Abraham  said.  My  Lord  is  he  who  giveth 
life,  and  killeth :  he  answered,  I  give  life,  and  I  kill.  Abraham  said, 
Verily  GOD  bringeth  the  sun  from  the  east,  now  do  thou  bring  it  from 
the  west.  Whereupon  the  infidel  was  confounded  ;  for  GOD  directeth 
not  the  ungodly  people.  Or  hast  thou  not  considered  how  he  behaved 
who  passed  by  a  city  which  had  been  destroyed,  even  to  her  founda- 
tions ?*  He  said.  How  shall  God  quicken  this  city^  after  she  hath  been 
dead  .-*    And  GoD  caused  him  to  die  for  an  hundred  years,  and  after- 

q  The  following  seven  lines  contain  a  magnificent  description  of  the  divine  majesty  and  pro- 
vidence ;  but  it  must  not  be  supposed  the  translation  comes  up  to  the  dignity  of  the  original. 
This  passage  is  justly  admired  by  the  Mohammedans,  who  recite  it  in  their  prayers ;  and  some 
of  them  wear  it  about  them,  engraved  on  an  agate  or  other  precious  stone.3 

^  This  throne,  in  Arabic  called  Corsi,  is  by  the  Mohammedans  supposed  to  be  God's  tribunal, 
or  seat  of  justice  ;  being  placed  under  that  other  called  al  Arsh,  which  they  say  is  his  imperial 
throne.  The  Corsi  allegorically  signifies  the  divine  providence,  which  sustains  and  governs  the 
heaven  and  the  earth,  and  is  infinitely  above  human  comprehension. ■* 

*  This  passage  was  particularly  directed  to  some  of  Mohammed's  first  proselytes,  who,  having 
sons  that  had  been  brought  up  in  idolatry  or  Judaism,  would  oblige  them  to  embrace  Moham- 
medism  by  force. 1 

t  This  word  properly  signifies  an  idol,  or  whatever  is  worshipped  besides  God — particularlj 
the  two  idols  of  the  Meccans,  Allat  and  al  Uzza  ;  and  also  the  devil,  or  any  seducer. 

"  This  was  Nimrod,  who,  as  the  commentators  say,  to  prove  his  power  of  life  and  death  by 
ocular  demonstration,  caused  two  men  to  be  brought  before  him  at  the  same  time,  one  of  whom 
he  slew,  and  saved  the  other  alive.  As  to  this  tyrant's  persecution  of  Abraham,  see  chapter  21, 
and  the  notes  thereon. 

«  The  person  here  meant  was  Ozair  or  Ezra,  who  riding  on  an  ass  by  the  ruins  of  Jerusalem, 
after  it  had  been  destroyed  by  the  Chaldeans,  doubted  in  his  mind  by  what  means  Goo  could 
raise  the  city  and  its  inhabitants  again  ;  whereupon  God  caused  him  to  die,  and  he  remained 
in  that  condition  100  years ;  at  the  end  of  which  God  restored  him  to  life,  and  he  found  a 
basket  of  figs  and  a  cruse  of  wine  he  had  with  him  not  in  the  least  spoiled  or  corrupted  ;  but 
his  ass  was  dead,  the  bones  only  remaining,  and  these,  while  the  prophet  looked  on,  were  raised 
and  clothed  with  flesh,  becoming  an  ass  again,  which  being  inspired  with  life,  began  imme- 
diately to  bray.  2 

This  apocryphal  story  may  perhaps  have  taken  its  rise  from  Nehemiah's  viewing  of  the  ruins 
of  Jerusalem. 3 


3  Vide    Bobov.  de    Prec.   Moham.  p.  5,  et  Reland.  Dissert,  de  Gemmis  Arab    p.  235,  23^ 
«  Vide  D'Herbelot,  Bibl.  Orient.  Art.  Corsi.  1  Jallalo'ddin.  2  Jallalo'ddin,  Yahya,  &c 

See  D'HerbeJ.  Bibl.  Orient.  Art.  Ozair.        3  Nehem.  ii.  12,  &c. 
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w.'iiVis  raised  him  to  life.  And  God  said,  How  long  hast  thou  tarried 
h  re  f  He  answered,  A  day,  or  part  of  a  day.  God  said,  Nay,  thou 
hast  tarried  here  an  hundred  years.  Now  look  on  thy  food  and  thy 
drink,  they  are  not  yet  corrupted ;  and  look  on  thine  ass  :  and  this 
have  we  done  that  we  might  make  thee  a  sign  unto  men.  And  look  on 
the  bones  of  thine  ass,  how  we  raise  them,  and  afterwards  clcfthe  them 
mih  flesh.  And  when  this  was  shown  unto  him,  he  said,  I  know  that 
God  is  able  to  do  all  things.  And  when  Abraham  said,  O  Lord,  show 
me  how  thou  wilt  raise  the  dead  •/  God  said,  Dost  thou  not  yet  believe  t 
He  answered,  Yea ;  but  /  ask  this  that  my  heart  may  rest  at  ease.  God 
said,  take  therefore  four  birds,  and  divide  them  f  then  lay  a  part  of 
them  on  every  mountain ;  then  call  them,  and  they  shall  come  swiftly 
unto  thee :  and  know  that  GOD  is  mighty  and  wise.  The  similitude  of 
those  who  lay  out  their  substance  for  advancing  the  religion  of  GOD,  is 
as  a  grain  of  corn  which  produceth  seven  ears,  and  in  every  ear  an 
hundred  grains  ;  for  GOD  giveth  twofold  unto  whom  he  pleaseth  :  GOD 
is  bounteous  and  wise.  They  who  lay  out  their  substance  for  the  reli- 
gion of  God,  and  afterwards  follow  not  what  they  have  so  laid  out  by 
reproaches  or  mischief,a  they  shall  have  their  reward  with  their  Lord  ; 
upon  them  shall  no  fear  come,  neither  shall  they  be  grieved.  A  fair 
speech,  and  to  forgive,  is  better  than  alms  followed  by  mischief.  GOD 
is  rich  and  merciful.  O  true  believers,  make  not  your  alms  of  none 
effect  by  reproaching,  or  mischief,  as  he  who  layeth  out  what  he  hath 
to  appear  unto  men  to  give  alms,  and  believeth  not  in  GoD  and  the  last 
day.  The  likeness  of  such  a  one  is  as  a  flint  covered  with  earth,  on 
which  a  violent  rain  falleth,  and  leaveth  it  hard.  They  cannot  prosper 
in  anything  which  they  have  gained,  for  GoD  directeth  not  the  un- 
believing people.  And  the  likeness  of  those  who  lay  out  their  substance 
from  a  desire  to  please  GOD,  and  for  an  establishment  for  their  souls, 
is  as  a  garden  on  a  hill,  on  which  a  violent  rain  falleth,  and  it  bringeth 
forth  its  fruits  twofold  ;  and  if  a  violent  rain  falleth  not  on  it,  yet  the 
dtv/ falleth  thereon:  and  GOD  seeth  that  which  ye  do.  Doth  any  of  you 
desire  to  have  a  garden  of  palm-trees  and  vines,^  through  which  rivers 
flow,  wherein  he  may  have  all  kinds  of  fruits,  and  that  he  may  attain  to 
old  age,  and  have  a  weak  offspring?  then  a  violent  fiery  wind  shall  strike 
it,  so  that  it  shall  be  burned.  Thus  GOD  declareth  his  signs  unto  you, 
that  ye  may  consider.  O  true  believers,  bestow  alms  of  the  good  things 

y  The  occasion  of  this  request  of  Abraham  is  said  to  have  been  on  a  doubt  proposed  to  him 
by  the  devil,  in  human  form,  how  it  was  possible  for  the  several  parts  of  the  corpse  of  a  man 
which  lay  on  the  sea-shore,  and  had  been  partly  devoured  by  the  wild  beasts,  the  birds,  and  the 
fish,  to  be  brought  together  at  the  resurrection. 4 

"  These  birds,  according  to  the  commentators,  were  an  eagle  (a  dove,  say  others),  a  peacock, 
a  raven,  and  a  cock,  which  Abraham  cut  to  pieces,  and  mingled  their  flesh  and  feathers  together, 
or,  as  some  tell  us,  pounded  all  in  a  mortar,  and  dividing  the  mass  into  four  parts,  laid  them  on 
so  many  mountains,  but  kept  the  heads,  which  he  had  preserved  whole,  in  his  hand.  Then  he 
called  them  each  by  their  name,  and  immediately  one  part  flew  to  the  other,  till  they  all  re- 
covered their  first  shape,  and  then  came  to  be  joined  to  their  respective  heads. 1 

This  seems  to  be  taken  from  Abraham's  sacrifice  of  birds  mentioned  by  Moses,2  with  some 
additional  circumstances. 

a  i.e.,  Either  by  reproaching  the  person  whom  they  have  relieved  with  what  they  have  done 
for  him,  or  by  exposing  his  poverty  to  his  prejudice.'^ 

*»  This  garden  is  an  emblem  of  alms  given  out  of  hypocrisy,  or  attended  with  reproaches, 
which  perish,  and  will  be  of  no  service  hereafter  to  the  giver,4 

4  See  D'Herbelot,  p.  13.  1  Jallalo'ddin.     See  D'Herbclot,  ubi  supra.  '^  Gen   xv 

»  Jallalo'ddin.        *  Idem. 
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which  ye  have  gained,  and  of  that  which  we  have  produced  for  you  out  vi 
the  earth,  and  choose  not  the  bad  thereof,  to  give  i  t  /;z  ahns,  such  a  s  ye  would 
notacceptyourselves, otherwise  thanby  connivance :°  and  know  that  GOD 
is  rich  and  worthy  to  be  praised.  The  devil  threateneth  you  with  poverty, 
andcommandethyou  filthy  covetousness ;  but  God  promiseth  you  pardon 
from  himfelf  and  abundance:  GOD  is  bounteous  and  wise.  He  giveth  wis- 
dom unto  whom  he  pleaseth  ;  and  he  unto  whom  wisdom  is  given,  hath 
received  much  good  :  but  none  will  consider,  except  the  wise  of  heart. 
And  whatever  alms  ye  shall  give,  or  whatever  vow  ye  shall  vow,  verily 
God  knoweth  it ;  but  the  ungodly  shall  have  none  to  help  iheiiz.  If 
ye  make  your  alms  to  appear,  it  is  well ;  but  if  ye  conceal  them,  and 
give  them  unto  the  poor,  this  will  be  better  for  you,  and  will  atone  for 
your  sins  :  and  GOD  is  well  informed  of  that  which  ye  do.  The  direc- 
tion of  them  belongeth  not  unto  thee ;  but  God  direcleth  whom  he 
pleaseth.  The  good  that  ye  shall  give  in  alms  shall  redotmd  unto  your- 
selves ;  and  ye  shall  not  give  unless  out  of  desire  of  seeing  the  face  of 
GOD.^  And  what  good  thing  ye  shall  give  in  alms,  it  shall  be  repaid 
you,  and  ye  shall  not  be  treated  unjustly ;  unto  the  poor  who  are  wholly 
employed  in  fighting  for  the  religion  of  GOD,  and  cannot  go  to  and  fro 
in  the  earth  ;  whom  the  ignorant  man  thinketh  rich,  because  of  their 
modesty :  thou  shalt  know  them  by  this  mark,  they  ask  not  men  with 
importunity ;  and  what  good  ye  shall  give  in  alms,  verily  GOD  knoweth 
it.  They  who  distribute  alms  ^  their  substance  night  and  day,  in  pri- 
vate and  in  public,  shall  have  their  reward  with  the  Lord  ;  on  them 
shall  no  fear  come,  neither  shall  they  be  grieved.  They  who  devour 
usury  shall  not  arise /r^w  the  dead,  but  as  he  ariseth  whom  Satan  hath 
infected  by  a  touch  :*  this  shall  happen  to  them  because  they  say,  Truly 
selhng  is  but  as  usury :  and  yet  GoD  hath  permitted  selling  and  for- 
bidden usury.  He  therefore  who  when  there  cometh  unto  him  an  ad- 
monition from  his  LORD,  abstaineth  from  usury  for  the  future,  shall 
have  what  is  past  forgiven  him,  and  his  affair  belongeth  unto  GOD, 
But  whoever  returneth  to  usury,  they  shall  be  the  companions  of  hell 
fire,  they  shall  continue  therein  for  ever.  GOD  shall  take  his  blessing 
from  usury,  and  shall  increase  alms :  for  God  loveth  no  infidel,  or  un- 
godly person.  But  they  who  believe  and  do  that  which  is  right,  and 
observe  the  stated  times  of  prayer,  and  pay  their  legal  alms,  they  shall 
have  their  reward  with  their  LORD :  there  shall  come  no  fear  on  them, 
neither  shall  they  be  grieved.  O  ti*ue  believers,  fear  God,  and  remit 
that  which  remaineth  of  usury ,^  if  ye  really  believe ;  but  if  ye  do  it  not, 
hearken  unto  war,  which  is  declared  against  you  from  GoD  and  his 
apostle :  yet  if  ye  repent,  ye  shall  have  the  capital  of  your  money.  Deal 
not  unjustly  with  others,  and  ye  shall  not  be  dealt  with  unjustly.  II 
there  be  any  debtor  wnd^^x  a  d\^zw\\.y  of  paying  his  debt,\^\.  his  creditor 
wait  till  it  be  e:x.sy  for  him  to  do  itj  but  if  ye  remit  it  as  alms,  it  will  be 

"  That  is,  on  having  some  amends  made  by  the  seller  of  such  goods,  either  by  abatement  of 
the  price,  or  giving  something  else  to  the  buyer  to  make  up  the  value. 

d  i.e.    For  the  sake  of  a  reward  hereafter,  and  not  for  any  worldly  consideration.! 

*  viz.',  Like  dcriiioniacs  or  possessed  persons,  that  is,  in  great  horror  rxid  distraction  of  mind 
and  convulsive  agitation  of  body. 

f  Or  the  interest  due  before  usury  was  prohibited.  For  this  some  of  Mohammed's  followers 
exacted  of  their  debtors,  supposing  they  lawfully  might. 2 

I  Jallalo'ddin.  '  Idem. 
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better  for  you,  if  ye  knew  it.  And  fear  the  day  wherein  ye  shall  return 
unto  God  ;  then  shall  every  soul  be  paid  what  it  hath  gained,  and  they 
shall  not  be  treated -unjustly.  O  true  believers,  when  ye  bind  yourselves 
one  to  the  other  in  a  debt  for  a  certain  time,  write  it  down ;  and  let  a 
writer  write  between  you  according  to  justice,  and  let  not  the  writer 
refuse  writing  according  to  what  GOD  hath  taught  him;  but  let  him 
write,  and  let  him  who  oweth  the  debt  dictate,  and  let  him  fear  God  his 
Lord,  and  not  diminish  ought  thereof.  But  if  he  wh*^  oweth  the  debt 
be  foolish,  or  weak,  or  be  not  able  to  dictate  himself,  let  his  agents  dic- 
tate according  to  equity ;  and  call  to  witness  two  witnesses  of  your 
neighbouring  men ;  but  if  there  be  not  two  men,  let  there  be  a  man  and 
two  women  of  those  whom  ye  shall  choose  for  witnesses  :  if  one  of  those 
women  should  mistake,  the  other  of  them  will  cause  her  to  recollect. 
And  the  witnesses  shall  not  refuse,  whensoever  they  shall  be  called. 
And  disdain  not  to  write  it  down,  be  it  a  large  debt^  or  be  it  a  small  one, 
until  its  time  of  payment :  this  will  be  more  just  in  the  sight  of  GOD, 
and  more  right  for  bearing  witness,  and  more  easy,  that  ye  may  not 
doubt.  But  if  it  be  a  present  bargain  which  ye  transact  between  your- 
selves, it  shall  be  no  crime  in  you,  if  ye  write  it  not  down.  And  take 
witnesses  when  ye  sell  one  to  the  other,  and  let  no  harm  be  done  to  the 
writer,  nor  to  the  witness ;  which  if  ye  do,  it  will  surely  be  injustice  in 
you :  and  fear  God,  and  God  will  instruct  you,  for  God  knoweth  all 
things.  And  if  ye  be  on  a  journey,  and  find  no  writer,  let  pledges  be 
taken :  but  if  one  of  you  trust  the  other,  let  him  who  is  trusted  return 
what  he  is  trusted  with,  and  fear  GoD  his  Lord.  And  conceal  not  the 
testimony,  for  he  who  concealeth  it  hath  surely  a  wicked  heart:  God 
knoweth  that  which  ye  do.  Whatever  is  in  heaven  and  on  earth  is 
God's  ;  and  whether  ye  manifest  that  which  is  in  your  minds,  or  con- 
ceal it,  God  will  call  you  to  account  for  it,  and  will  forgive  whom  he 
pleaseth,and  will  punish  whom  he  pleaseth  ;  for  God  is  almighty.  The 
apostle  believeth  in  that  which  hath  been  sent  down  unto  him  from  his 
Lord,  and  the  faithful  also.  Every  one  of  them  believeth  in  God,  and 
his  angels,  and  his  scriptures,  and  his  apostles  :  we  make  no  distinction 
at  all  between  his  apostles.^  And  they  say,  We  have  heard,  and  do 
obey :  we  implore  thy  mercy,  O  Lord,  for  unto  thee  must  we  return. 
God  will  not  force  any  soul  beyond  its  capacity :  it  shall  have  the  good 
which  it  gaineth,  and  it  shall  suffer  the  evil  which  it  gaineth.    O  Lord, 

Eunish  us  not,  if  we  forget,  or  act  sinfully :  O  Lord,  lay  not  on  us  a 
urden  like  that  which  thou  hast  laid  on  those  who  have  been  before 
us ;'  neither  make  us,  O  Lord,  to  bear  what  we  have  not  strength  to 
bear^  but  be  favourable  unto  us,  and  spare  us,  and  be  merciful  unto  us. 
Thou  art  our  patron,  help  us  therefore  against  the  unbelieving  nations. 


K  Whoever  tnanag^es  his  affairs,  whetlior  his  father,  heir,  guardian,  or  interpreter.! 

h  But_  this,  say  the  Mohammedans,  the  Jews  do,  who  receive  Moses  but  reject  Jesus}  and 
the  Christians,  who  receive  both  those  prophets,  but  reject  Mohammed. 2 

>  That  is,  on  the  Jews,  who,  as  the  commentators  tell  us,  were  ordered  to  kill  a  man  by  way 
of  atonement,  to  give  one-fourth  of  their  substance  in  alms,  and  to  cut  oflf  an  unclean  ulcerous 
part, 3  and  were  forbidden  to  eat  fat,  or  animals  that  divided  the  hoof,  and  were  obliged  to  observt- 
the  sabbath,  and  other  particulars  wherein  the  Mohammedans  are  at  liberty.* 

1  Jallalo'ddin.        2  Idem.         3  Idem.         4  Vahya. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

ENTIILED,   THE   FAMILY   OF  IMRAN  '^  REVEALED   AT  MEDINA, 

m   TUB   KAMB  07   THB  MOST  HERCIFUL  GOD. 

AL.  M.*  There  is  no  God  but  God,  the  hving,  the  self-subsisting : 
He  hath  sent  down  unto  thee  the  book  of  the  Koran  with  truth, 
confirming  that  which  was  revealed  h^iovQ  it;  for  he  had  formerly  sent 
down  the  law  and  the  gospel,  a  direction  unto  men ;  and  he  had  also 
sent  down  the  distinction  betweeti  good  and  evil.  Verily  those  who 
believe  not  the  signs  of  God,  shall  suffer  a  grievous  punishment ;  for 
God  is  mighty,  able  to  revenge.  Surely  nothing  is  hidden  from  God, 
of  that  which  is  on  earth,  or  in  heaven  :  it  is  he  who  formeth  you  in 
the  wombs,  as  he  pleaseth ;  there  is  no  GOD  but  he,  the  mighty,  the 
wise.  It  is  he  who  hath  sent  down  unto  thee  the  book,  wherein  are 
some  verses  clear  to  be  understood,  they  are  the  foundation  of  the 
book ;  and  others  are  parabolical.""  But  they  whose  hearts  are  perverse 
will  follow  that  which  is  pariibolical  therein,  out  of  love  of  schism,  and 
a  desire  of  the  interpretation  thereof;  yet  none  knoweth  the  interpre- 
tation thereof,  except  GoD.  But  they  v;ho  are  well  grounded  in  know- 
ledge say.  We  believe  therein,  the  whole  is  from  our  Lord  ;  and  none 
will  consider  except  the  prudent.  O  Lord,  cause  not  our  hearts  to 
swerve/roni  truth,  after  thou  hast  directed  us  :  and  give  us  from  thee 
mercy,  for  thou  art  he  who  giveth.  O  Lord,  thou  shalt  surely  gather 
mankind  together,  unto  a  day  0/  restirrection  :  there  is  no  doubt  of  it, 
for  God  will  not  be  contrary  to  the  promise.  As  for  the  infidels,  their 
wealth  shall  not  profit  them  anything,  nor  their  children,  against  GOD : 
they  shall  be  the  fuel  of  hell  fire.  According  to  the  wont  of  the  people 
of  Pharaoh,  and  of  those  who  went  before  them,  they  charged  our 
signs  v.'ith  a  he ;  but  God  caught  them  in  their  wickedness,  and  GOD 
is  severe  in  punishing.  Say  unto  those  who  believe  not.  Ye  shall  be 
overcome,  and  thrown  together  into  hell ;  an  unhappy  couch  shall  it  be. 
Ye  have  already  had  a  miracle  shown  you  in  two  armies,  which  attacked 
each  other  :°  one  army  fought  for  God's  true  religion,  but  the  other 

•=  This  name  is  given  in  the  Koran  to  the  father  of  the  Virgin  Mary.     See  below,  p.  35. 

1  For  tlie  meaning  of  these  letters  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  Preliminary  Discourse, 
Sect.  III. 

™  This  passage  is  translated  according  to  the  exposition  of  al  Zamakhshari  and  al  Beidawi, 
which  seems  to  be  the  truest. 

The  contents  of  the  Koran  are  here  distinguished  into  such  passages  as  are  to  be  taken  in 
the  literal  sense,  and  such  as  require  a  figurative  acceptation.  The  former  being  plain  and 
obvious  to  be  understood,  compose  the  fundamental  part,  or,  as  the  original  expresses  it,  the 
j)tothcr  of  the  book,  and  contain  the  principal  doctrines  and  precepts ;  agreeably  to  and  con- 
sistei'ly  with  which,  those  passages  which  are  wrapt  up  in  metaphors,  and  delivered  in  an 
tiiigniitical,  allegorical  style,  are  always  to  be  interpreted. ^ 

"  I  "he  sign  or  miracle  here  meant,  was  the  victory  gamed  by  Mohammed  in  the  second  year 
of  'he  Hejra,  over  the  idolatrous  Meccans,  headed  by  Abu  Sofian,  in  the  valley  of  Bedr,  which 
is  iituate  near  the  sea,  betv/ecn  Mecca  and  Medina.  Mohammed's  forces  consisted  of  no  more 
than  hree  hundred  and  nineteen  men,  but  the  enemy's  army  of  near  a  thousand,  notwith- 
standing  which  odds  he  put  them  to  flight,  having  killed  serenty  of  the  principal  Koreish,  and 
taken  as  n>any  prisoners,  with  the  loss  of  only  fourteen  of  his  own  men.l  This  was  the  first 
\  ifjtory  obtained  by  the  prophet,  and  though  it  may  seem  no  very  considerable  action,  yet  it 

''  S»e  the  PreKm.  Disc.  Sect.  III.  1  Elmacin.  p.  5.     Houinger   Hist.  Oncnt !.  •,  c.  4 

Abulf.d.  Vit.  Moham.  p.  56,  &c.     Prideaux's  Life  of  Mahom.  p.  71,  &c. 
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v/ere  infidels ;  they  saw  the  faithful  twice  as  many  as  themselves  in 
their  eyesight ;  for  GOD  strengtheneth  with  his  help  Avhom  he  pleaseth. 
Surely  herein  was  an  example  unto  men  of  understanding.  The  love 
and  eager  desire  of  wives,  and  children,  and  sums  heaped  up  of  gold 
and  silver,  and  excellent  horses,  and  cattle,  and  land,  is  prepared  for 
men :  this  is  the  provision  of  tne  present  life ;  but  unto  God  shall  be 
the  most  excellent  return.  Say,  Shall  I  declare  unto  you  better  things 
than  this  ?  For  those  who  are  devout  are  prepared  with  their  LORD, 
gardens  through  which  rivers  flow  ;  therein  shall  they  continue  for  ever  : 
and  tJiey  shall  enjoy  wives  free  from  impurity,  and  the  favour  of  GOD  ; 
for  God  regardcth  his  servants  ;  who  say,  O  LORD,  we  do  sincerely 
believe  ;  forgive  us  therefore  our  sins,  and  dehver  us  from  the  pain  of 
hell  fire  :  the  patient,  and  the  lovers  of  truth,  and  the  devout,  and  the 
almsgivers,  and  those  who  ask  pardon  early  in  the  morning.  GOD 
hath  borne  witness  that  there  is  no  GOD  but  he  ;  and  the  angels,  and 
those  who  are  endowed  with  wisdom,  profess  the  sauie;  who  executeth 
righteousness  ;  there  is  no  God  but  he  ;  the  mighty,  the  wise.  Verily 
the  true  religion  in  the  sight  of  GOD,  is  Islam  f  and  they  who  had 
received  the  scriptures  dissented  not  therefrom^  until  after  the  know- 
ledge of  GoiVs  7inity  had  come  unto  them,  out  of  envy  among  them- 
selves ;  but  whosoever  believeth  not  in  the  signs  of  God,  verily  GOD 
will  be  swift  in  bri7iging  him  to  account.  If  they  dispute  with  thee, 
say,  I  have  resigned  myself  unto  GOD,  and  he  who  followeth  me  doth 
the  same :  and  say  unto  them  who  have  received  the  scriptures,  and  to 
the  ignorant/  Do  ye  profess  the  religion  of  Islam  "^  Now  if  they  em- 
brace Islam,  they  are  surely  directed  ;  but  if  they  turn  their  backs, 
verily  unto  thee  belongcih  preaching  only ;  for  GOD  regardeth  his 
servants.  And  unto  ihose  who  believe  not  in  the  signs  of  GOD,  and 
slay  the  prophets  without  a  cause,  and  put  those  men  to  death  who  teach 
justice  ;  denounce  unto  them  a  painful  punishment.  These  are  they 
whose  works  perish  in  this  world,  and  in  that  which  is  to  come  ;  and 
they  shall  have  none  to  help  them.  Hast  thou  not  observed  those  unto 
whom  part  of  the  scripture  was  given  ?^  They  were  called  unto  the 
book  of  God,  that  it  might  judge  between  them  -^  then  some  of  them 

was  of  great  advantage  to  hlin,  and  the  foundation  of  all  his  future  power  and  success.  For 
which  reason  it  is  famous  in  the  Arabian  history,  and  more  than  once  vaunted  in  the  Koran, ^ 
as  an  eflect  of  the  divine  assistance.  The  miracle,  it  is  said,  consisted  in  three  things  : 
I.  Mohammed,  by  the  direction  of  the  angel  Gabriel,  took  a  handful  of  gravel  and  threw  it 
towards  the  enemy  in  the  attack,  saying,  May  their  faces  be  co7ifojnided ;  whereupon  they 
immediately  turned  their  backs  and  fled.  But,  though  the  prophet  seemingly  threw  the  gravel 
himself,  yet  it  is  told  in  the  Koran, 3  that  it  was  not  he,  but  God,  who  threw  it,  that  is  to  say, 
by  the  ministry  of  his  angel.  2.  The  Mohammedan  troops  seemed  to  the  infidels  to  be  twica 
as  many  in  number  as  themselves,  which  greatly  discouraged  them.  And  3.  God  sent  down 
to  their  assistance  first  a  thousand,  and  afterwards  three  thousand  angels,  led  by  Gabriel, 
mounted  on  his  horse  Haizum  ;  and,  according  to  the  Koran,4  these  celestial  auxiliaries  really 
did  all  the  execution,  though  Mohammed's  men  imagined  themselves  did  it,  and  fought  stoutly 
at  the  same  tmie. 

0  The  proper  name  of  the  Mohammedan  religion,  which  signifies  the  resigrjng  or  devoting 
one's  self  entirely  to  God  and  his  service.  This  they  say  is  the  religion  v/hich  all  the  prophets 
were  sent  to  teach,  being  founded  on  the  unity  of  God. 5 

P  i.e.,  The  pagan  Arabs,  who  had  no  knowledge  of  the  scriptures.! 

q  That  is,  the  Jews. 

'  This  passage  was  revealed  on  occasion  of  a  dispute  Mohammed  had  with  seme  Jews,  which 
is  differently  related  by  the  commentators. 

2  See  this  chapter  below,  and  c.  8  .nnd  32.  8  Cap.  3,  n?t  far  from  the  beginning.  *  Ibid 
•  Jallalo'ddin,  al  B6:idawi-        I  Ickni. 
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turned  their  backs,  and  retired  afar  off.  This  they  did  because  they 
said,  The  fire  of  hell  shall  by  no  means  touch  us,  but  for  a  certain 
number  of  days  :'  and  that  which  they  had  falsely  devised,  hath 
deceived  them  in  their  religion.  How  then  ivill  it  be  with  thetn,  when 
we  shall  gather  them  together  at  the  day  of  judgment,^  of  which  there 
is  no  doubt  ;  and  every  soul  shall  be  paid  that  which  it  hath  gained, 
neither  shall  they  be  treated  unjustly?  Say,  O  God,  who  possessest 
the  kingdom ;  thou  givest  the  kingdom  unto  whom  thou  wilt,  and  thou 
takest  away  the  kingdom  from  whom  thou  wilt  :  thou  exaltest  whom 
thou  wilt,  and  thou  humblest  whom  thou  wilt  :  in  thy  hand  is  good, 
for  thou  art  almighty.  Thou  makest  the  night  to  succeed  the  day  : 
thou  bringest  forth  the  living  out  of  the  dead,  and  thou  bringest  forth 
the  dead  out  of  the  living  ;"  and  providest  food  for  whom  thou  wilt 
without  measure.  Let  not  the  faithful  take  the  infidels  for  their  pro- 
tectors, rather  than  the  faithful  :  he  who  doth  this  shall  not  be  pro- 
tected of  God  at  all ;  unless  ye  fear  any  danger  from  them  :  but  GOD 
warneth  you  to  beware  of  himself;  for  unto  GoD  must  ye  return.  Say, 
Whether  ye  conceal  that  which  is  in  your  breasts,  or  whether  ye  declare 
it,  God  knoweth  it  :  for  he  knoweth  whatever  is  in  heaven,  and  what- 
ever is  on  earth  :  GOD  is  almighty.  On  the  last  day  every  soul  shall 
find  the  good  which  it  hath  wrought,  present ;  and  the  evil  which  it 
hath  wrought,  it  shall  wish  that  between  itself  and  that  were  a  wide 
distance  :  but  God  warneth  you  to  beware  of  himself;  for  GOD  is 
gracious  unto  his  servants.  Say,  If  ye  love  GOD,  follow  me  :  then  GOD 
shall  love  you,  and  forgive  you  your  sins ;  for  GOD  is  gracious  and 
merciful.  Say,  Obey  God,  and  his  apostle :  but  if  ye  go  back,  verily 
God  loveth  not  the  unbelievers.  GOD  hath  surely  chosen  Adam,  and 
Noah,  and  the  family  of  Abraham,  and  the  family  of  Imrdn*  above  the 

Al  Beidawi  says  that  Mohammed  going  one  day  into  a  Jewish  synagogue,  Nairn  Ebn  Amru 
and  a]  Hareth  Ebn  Zeid  asked  him  what  religion  he  was  of?  To  which  he  answering,  "  Of  the 
religion  of  Abraham  ;"  they  replied,  "Abraham  was  a  Jew."  But  on  Mohammed's  proposing 
that  ihe  Pentateuch  might  decide  the  question,  they  would  by  no  means  agree  .o  it. 

But  Jallalo'ddin  tells  us  that  two  persons  of  the  Jewish  religion  having  committed  adultery, 
their  punishment  was  referred  to  Mohammed,  who  gave  sentence  that  they  should  be  stoned, 
according  to  the  law  of  Moses.  This  the  Jews  refused  to  submit  to,  alleging  there  was  no  such 
command  in  the  Pentateuch  ;  but  on  Mohammed's  appealing  to  the  book,  the  said  law  was 
found  merein.     Whereupon  the  criminals  were  stoned,  to  the  great  mortification  of  the  Jews. 

It  is  very  remarkable  that  this  law  of  Moses  concerning  the  stoning  of  adulterers  is  mentioned 
in  the  New  Testament^  (though  I  know  some  dispute  the  authenticity  of  that  whole  passage), 
but  is  not  now  to  be  found,  either  in  the  Hebrew  or  Samaritan  Pentateuch,  or  in  the  Septuagint ; 
it  being  only  said  that  such  shall  be  put  to  death."^  This  omission  is  insisted  on  by  the  Mo- 
hammedans as  one  instance  of  the  corruption  of  the  law  of  Moses  by  the  Jews. 

It  is  also  observable  that  there  was  a  verse  once  extant  in  the  Koran,  commanding  adulterers 
to  be  stoned  ;  and  the  commentators  say  the  words  only  are  abrogcted,  the  sense  or  law  stili 
remaining  in  force.-* 

'  i.e..  Forty  ;  the  time  their  forefathers  worshipped  the  calf.5  Al  Beidawi  adds,  that  some 
of  them  pretended  their  punishment  was  to  last  but  seven  days,  that  is,  a  day  for  every  thousand 
years  which  they  supposed  the  world  was  to  endure  ;  and  that  they  imagined  they  were  to  be 
so  mildly  dealt  with,  either  by  reason  of  the  intercession  of  their  fathers  the  prophets,  or  becaus*" 
God  had  promised  Jacob  that  his  offspring  should  be  punished  but  slightly. 

'  The  Mohammedans  have  a  tradition  that  the  first  banner  of  the  infidels  that  shall  be  setup, 
on  the  day  of  judgment,  will  be  that  of  the  Jews :  and  that  God  will  first  reproach  them  with 
their  wickedness,  over  the  heads  of  those  who  are  present,  and  then  order  them  to  hell.^ 

"  As  a  man  from  seed,  and  a  bird  from  an  egg  ;  and  vice  z^ersdA 

*  Or  Amran,  is  the  name  of  two  several  persons,  according  to  the  Mohammedan  tradition. 

2  John  viii.  5.  3  Levit.  xx.  10.     See  Whiston's  Essay  towards  restoring  the  true  text  of  1 

the  Old  Test.  p.  90,  too.  ^  See  the  IVelim.  Disc.  Sect.  HI.  *  Sec  before,  p.  10,  note  I 

'  Al  Dcida\»i.         '  Jalh-ilo'ddiri 
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rest  of  the  world ;  a  race  descending  the  one  from  the  other :  God  is  he 
who  heareth  and  knoweth.  Remember  when  the  wife  of  Imrany  said, 
Lord,  verily  I  have  vowed  unto  thee  that  which  is  in  my  womb,  to  be 
dedicated  to  thy  service :*  accept  /'/  therefore  of  me  ;  for  thou  art  he 
who  heareth  and  knoweth.  And  when  she  was  delivered  of  it,  she  said, 
Lord,  verily  I  have  brought  forth  a  female  (and  God  well  knew  what 
ahe  had  brought  forth),  and  a  male  is  not  as  a  female  •?■  I  have  called  her 
Mary ;  and  I  commend  her  to  thy  protection,  and  also  her  issue,  against 
Satan  driven  away  with  stones.**  Therefore  the  Lord  accepted  her 
with  a  gracious  acceptance,®  and  caused  her  to  bear  an  excellent  off- 
One  was  the  father  of  Moses  and  Aaron ;  and  the  other  was  the  father  of  the  Virgin  Mary  ;2  but 
he  is  called  by  some  Christian  writers  Joachim.  The  commentators  suppose  the  first,  or  rather 
both  of  them,  to  be  meant  in  this  place  ;  however,  the  person  intended  in  the  next  passage,  it  is 
agreed,  was  the  latter  ;  who  besides  Mary  the  mother  of  Jesus,  had  also  a  son  named  Aaron,'** 
and  another  sister,  named  Isha  (or  Elizabeth),  who  married  Zacharias,  and  was  the  mother  of 
John  the  Baptist ;  whence  that  prophet  and  Jesus  are  usually  called  by  the  Mohammedans, 
The  two  sons  of  the  mint,  or  the  cousins  german. 

From  the  identity  of  names  it  has  been  generally  imagined  by  Christian  writers*  that  the 
Koran  here  confounds  Mary  the  mother  of  Jesus,  with  Mary  or  Miriam  the  sister  of  Moses 
and  Aaron  ;  which  intolerable  anachronism,  if  it  were  certain,  is  sufficient  of  itself  to  destroy 
the  pretended  authority  of  this  book.  But  though  Mohammed  may  be  supposed  to  have  been 
ignorant  enough  in  ancient  history  and  chronology  to  have  committed  so  gross  a  blunder,  yet 
1  do  not  see  how  it  can  be  made  out  from  the  words  of  the  Koran.  F'or  it  does  not  follow,  be- 
cause two  persons  have  the  same  name,  and  have  each  a  father  and  brother  who  bear  the  same 
names,  that  they  must  therefore  necessarily  be  the  same  person  :  besides,  such  a  mistake  is  in- 
consistent with  a  number  of  other  places  in  the  Koran,  whereby  it  manifestly  appears  that  Mo- 
hammed well  knew  and  asserted  that  Moses  preceded  Jesus  several  ages.  And  the  commen- 
tators accordingly  fail  not  to  tell  us  that  there  had  passed  about  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
years  between  Amran  the  father  of  Moses,  and  Amran  the  father  of  the  Virgin  Mary :  they  also 
make  them  the  sons  of  different  persons ;  the  first,  they  say,  was  the  son  of  Yeshar,  or  li^har 
(though  he  was  really  his  brother),^  the  son  of  Kahath,  the  son  of  Levi ;  and  the  other  was  the 
son  of  Mathan,6  whose  genealogy  they  trace,  but  in  a  very  corrupt  and  imperfect  manner,  up 
to  David,  and  thence  to  Adam.' 

It  must  be  observed  that  though  the  Virgin  Mary  is  called  in  the  Koran!  the  sister  of  Aaron, 
yet  she  is  nowhere  called  the  sister  of  Moses;  however,  some  Mohammedan  writers  have 
imagined  that  the  same  individual  Mary,  the  sister  of  Moses,  was  miraculously  preserved  alive 
from  his  time  till  that  of  Jesus  Christ,  purposely  to  become  the  mother  of  the  latter.2 

y  The  ImrSn  here  mentioned  was  the  father  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  his  wife's  name  was 
Hannah,  or  Ann,  the  daughter  of  Fakudh.  This  woman  say  the  commentators,  being  aged 
and  barren,  on  seeing  a  bird  feed  her  young  ones,  became  very  desirous  of  issue,  and  begged 
a  child  of  Gou,  promising  to  consecrate  it  to  his  service  in  the  temple ;  whereupon  she  had  a 
child,  but  it  proved  a  daughter.^ 

^  The  Arabic  word  \s/ree,  but  here  signifies  particularly  one  that  isy>Vif  or  detached  from  all 
worldly  desires  and  occupations,  and  wholly  devoted  to  God's  service.'* 

*  Because  a  female  could  not  minister  in  the  temple  as  a  male  could. ^ 

^  This  expression  alludes  to  a  tradition,  that  Abraham,  when  the  devil  tempted  him  to  dis- 
bey  Gou  in  not  sacrificing  his  son,  drove  the  fiend  away  by  throwing  stones  at  him  ;  in  memory 
pf  which,  the  Mohammedans,  at  the  pilgrimage  of  Mecca,  throw  a  certain  number  of  stones 
»t  the  devil,  with  certain  ceremonies,  in  the  valley  of  Mina.^ 

It  is  not  improbable  that  the  pretended  immaculate  conception  of  the  Virgin  Mary  is  inti- 
mated in  this  passage  ;  for  according  to  a  tradition  of  Mohammed,  every  person  that  comes  into 
the  world  is  touched  at  his  birth  by  the  devil,  and  therefore  cries  out :  Mary  and  her  son  only 
excepted,  between  whom  and  the  evil  spirit  God  placed  a  veil,  so  that  his  touch  did  not  reach 
them. 7  And  for  this  reason,  they  say,  neither  of  them  were  guilty  of  any  sin,  like  the  rest  of 
the  ciiildren  of  Adam  :8  which  peculiar  grace  they  obtained  by  virtue  of  this  recommendation 
of  them  by  Hannah  to  God's  protection. 

*^  Though  the  child  happened  not  to  be  a  male,  yet  her  mother  presented  her  to  the  priest? 
who  had  the  care  of  the  temple,  as  one  dedicated  to  God  ;  and  they  having  received  her,  she 

2  Al  Zamakhshari,  al  Beidawi.  3  Kor.  c.  19,  *  Vide  Reland.  de  Rel.  Moh.  p.  211 

Marracc.  in  Ale.  p.  113,  &c.     Prideaux,  Letter  to  the  Deists,  p.  1S5.  5  Exod.  vi.  18. 

''  -M  Zamakh.  al  Beidawi.  7  Vide  Reland.  ubi  sup.     D'Herbelot,  Bibl.  Orient,  p.  583. 

'  Cap.  19.  '^  Vide  Guadagnol.  Apolog.  pro  Rel.  Christ,  contra  Ahmed  Ebn  Zein  aJ 

Abedin.  p.  27^.      3  Al  Beidawi,  al  Thalabi.      4  Jallalo'ddin,  al  Zamakhshari.       **  Jallalo'ddin 
5  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV,        "^  Jallalo'ddin,  al  Beidawi.        8  Kitads- 
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spring".  And  Zadiarias  took  care  of  the  child;  whenever  Zacharias 
went  into  the  chamber  to  her,  he  found  provisions  with  her  :^  aftd  he 
said,  O  Mary,  whence  hadst  thou  this?  she  answered,  This  is  from  GOD  : 
for  God  provideth  for  whom  he  pleaseth  without  measure.*  There 
Zacharias  called  on  his  Lord,  ayid  said,  Lord,  give  me  from  thee  a 
good  offspring,  for  thou  art  the  hearer  of  prayer.  And  the  angels* 
called  to  him,  v.'hile  he  stood  praying  in  the  chamber,  saving,  Verily 
God  promiseth  thee  a  son  named  John,  who  shall  bear  witness  to  the 
Words  which  cometh  from  GoD  ;  an  honourable  person,  chaste,**  and 
one  of  the  righteous  prophets.  He  answered,  Lord,  how  shall  I  have 
a  son,  when  old  age  hath  overtaken  me,*  and  my  wife  is  barren  ?  The 
angel  said.  So  God  doth  that  which  he  pleaseth,  Zacharias  TWi^w^x^^, 
Lord,  give  me  a  sign.  The  angel  said.  Thy  sign  shall  be,  that  thou 
shalt  speak  unto  no  man^  for  three  days,  otherwise  than  by  gesture : 
remember  thy  Lord  often,  and  praise  hiju  evening  and  morning.  And 
when  the  angels  said,  O  Mary,  verily  GoD  hath  chosen  thee,  and  hath 
purified  thee,  and  hath  chosen  thee  above  all  the  w^omen  of  the  world  : 
O  Mary,  be  devout  towards  thy  Lord,  and  worship,  and  bow  down  with 
those  who  bow  down.  This  is  a  secret  history :  we  reveal  it  unto  thee, 
although  thou  wast  not  present  with  them  when  they  threw  in  their  rods 
to  cast  lots  which  of  them  should  have  the  education  of  Maiy:^  neither 
wast  thou  with  them,  when  they  strove  among  themselves.  When  the 
angels  said,  O  Mary,  verily  GoD  sendeth  thee  good  tidings,  that  thou 
shalt  bear  the  Word,  proceeding  irovsi  himself ;  his  name  shall  be  Christ 
Jesus  the  son  of  Mary,  honourable  in  this  world  and  in  the  world  to 
come,  and  one  of  those  who  approach  near  to  the  pj'esence  of  God;  and 

was  committed  to  the  cnre  of  Zachariris,  as  will  be  observed  by-and-bye,  and  he  built  her  an 
apartment  in  the  temple,  aiid  supplied  her  with  necessaries.^ 

^  The  commentators  say  tiiat  none  went  into  Mary's  apartment  but  Zacharias  himself,  and 
that  he  locked  seven  doors  upon  her,  yet  he  found  she  had  always  winter  fruits  in  summer,  and 
summer  fruits  in  winter,  l^ 

*  There  is  a  story  of  F'ltema,  Mohammed's  daughter,  that  she  once  brought  two  loaves  and 
a  piece  of  flash  to  her  father,  who  returned  them  to  her,  and  having  called  for  her  again,  when 
she  uncovered  the  dish,  it  was  full  of  bread  and  meat ;  and  on  Mohammed's  asking  her  whence 
she  had  it,  she  answered  m  tne  words  of  this  passage  :  This  is  frojii  God  ;  for  God  piozu'deih 
fo}-  whom  he  pleaseth  ivithont  measure.  Whereupon  he  blessed  GOD,  who  thus  favoured  her, 
as  he  had  the  most  excellent  of  the  daughters  of  Israel. ^ 

f  Though  the  word  be  in  the  plural,  yet  the  commentators  sny  it  was  the  angel  Gabriel  only. 
The  same  is  to  be  understood  where  it  occurs  in  the  following  passages. 

g  I'hat  is,  Jesus,  who,  al  Oeidawi  says,  is  Sw  called  because  he  was  conceived  by  the  word 
or  command  of  God  without  a  father 

^  The  original  word  signifies  one  who  refrains  not  only  from  women,  but  from  all  other 
worldly  delights  and  desires.  Al  Beidiiwi  mentions  a  tradition,  that  during  his  childhood  some 
boys  invited  him  to  play,  but  he  refused,  saying  that  he  was  not  created  to  play. 

>  Zacharias  was  then  ninety-nine  years  old,  and  his  wife  eigh.ty-nine.2 

k  Though  he  could  not  speak  to  anybody  else,  yet  his  tongue  was  at  liberty  to  praise  Gon 
as  he  is  directed  to  do  by  the  following  words. 

1  When  Mary  was  first  brought  to  the  temple,  the  priests,  because  she  was  the  daughter  of 
one  of  their  chiefs,  disputed  among  themselves  who  should  have  the  education  of  her.  Zacharias 
insisted  that  he  out;ht  to  be  prei'erred,  because  he  had  married  her  aunt ;  but  the  others  not 
consenting  that  it  should  be  so,  they  agreed  to  decide  the  matter  by  casting  of  lots ;  whereupon 
tv/enty-seven  of  them  went  to  the  river  Jordan  and  threw  in  their  rods  (or  arrows  without  heads  . 
or  feathers,  such  as  the  Arabs  used  for  the  same  purpcse),  on  which  they  had  written  some 
pas.sa-es  of  the  law  ;  but  they  all  sank  except  that  of  Zacharias,  which  floated  on  the  water  ; 
and  he  had  thereupon  the  care  of  the  child  committed  to  him. 3 

9  Jallalo'ddin,  al  Ceid.Twi.  Vide  Lud,  de  Dieu,  in  not.  ad  Hist,  Christ!  Xaverii,  p.  54a. 
10  Al  Beid.'iwi.     Vide  de  Dieu,  ubi  sup.  p.  548.  1  Al  Dciduwi  *  IdcfU.  ^  lUcRi,  1 

Jal'ia'-o'dcin,  &,q. 
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he  shall  speak  unto  men  in  the  cradle,™  and  when  he  is  grown  up  ;**  and 
he  shall  be  one  of  the  righteous  :  she  answered,  Lord,  how  shall  I  have 
a  son,  since  a  man  hath  not  touched  me  ?  the  a?igel  said,  So  GOD 
createth  that  which  he  pleaseth:  when  he  decreeth  a  thing,  he  only 
saith  unto  it,  Be,  and  it  is :  God  shall  teach  him  the  scripture,  and  wis- 
dom, and  the  law,  and  the  gospel ;  and  shall  appomt  him  his  apostle 
to  the  children  of  Israel ;  a7id  he  shall  say,  Verily  I  come  unto  you  with 
a  sign  from  your  LORD  ;  for  I  will  make  before  you,  of  clay,  as  it  were 
the  figure  of  a  bird  ;°  then  I  will  breathe  thereon,  and  it  shall  become  a 
bird,  by  the  permission  of  GOD  :^  and  I  will  heal  him  that  hath  been 
blind  from  his  birth,  and  the  leper :  and  I  will  raise  the  dead*^  by  the  per- 
mission of  God  :  and  I  will  prophesy  unto  you  what  ye  eat,  and  what 
ye  lay  up  for  store  in  your  houses.  Verily  herein  will  be  a  sign  unto 
you,  if  ye  believe.  And  /  come  to  confirm  the  Law  which  was  revealed 
before  me,  and  to  allow  unto  you  as  lawful,  part  of  that  which  hath 
been  forbidden  you  :^  and  I  come  unto  you  with  a  sign  from  your  Lord  ; 
therefore  fear  GoD,  and  obey  me.  Verily  GoD  is  my  Lord,  and  your 
Lord  :  ttiereiore  serve  him.  This  is  the  right  way.  But  when  Jesus 
perceived  their  unoeiief,  he  said,  Who  will  be  my  helpers  towards  GOD.*' 

"  Besides  an  instance  of  this  given  in  the  Koran  itself.l  which  I  shall  not  here  anticipate,  a 
Mohammedan  writer  (of  no  very  great  credit,  indeed)  tells  two  stories,  one  of  Jesus's  speaking 
while  in  his  mother's  womb,  to  reprove  her  cousin  Joseph  for  his  unjust  supicions  of  her  ;2  and 
another  of  his  giving  an  answer  to  the  same  person  soon  after  he  was  born.  For  Joseph  being 
sent  byZacharias  to  seek  Mary  (who  had  gone  out  of  the  city  by  night  to  conceal  her  delivery) 
and  having  found  her,  began  to  expostulate  with  her,  but  s!ie  made  no  reply  ;  whereupon  the 
child  spoke  these  words  :  Rejoice,  O  Joseph,  and  be  of  good  cheer  ;  foj-  God  hatk  brought  me 
forth/rom  the  darkness  of  the  womb,  to  the  bight  0/  the  world ;  and  I  shall  go  to  the  children 
0/ Israel,  and  invite  thetn  to  the  obedience  o/Qod.'^ 

These  seem  all  to  have  been  taken  from  some  fabulous  traditions  of  the  eastern  Christians, 
one  of  which  is  preserved  to  us  in  the  spurious  gospel  of  the  Infancy  of  Christ ;  where  we  read 
that  Jesus  spoke  while  yet  in  the  cradle,  and  said  to  his  mother,  Verily  I  am  jfesiis  the  son  0/ 
God,  the  word  which  thou  hast  brought  forth,  as  the  angel  Gabriel  did  declare  imto  thee  ;  aiid 
tny/ather  hath  sent  me  to  save  the  woj-ldA 

"  The  Arabic  word  properly  signifies  a  man  in  full  age,  that  is,  between  thirty  or  thirty-four, 
and  fifty-one ;  and  the  passage  may  relate  to  Christ's  preaching  here  on  earth.  But  as  he  had 
scarce  attained  this  age  when  he  was  taken  up  into  heaven,  the  commentators  choose  to  tinder- 
stand  it  of  his  second  coming. 5 

0  Some  say  it  was  a  bat,*>  though  others  suppose  Jesus  made  several  birds  of  different  sorts.- 
This  circum.stance  is  also  taken  from  the  following  fabulous  t^-adition,  which  may  be  found  in 

the  spurious  gospel  above  mentioned.  Jesus  being  seven  years  old,  and  at  play  with  several 
children  of  his  age,  they  made  several  figures  of  birds  and  beasts,  for  their  diversion,  of  clay; 
and  each  preferring  his  own  workmanship,  Jesus  told  them,  that  he  would  make  his  walk  and 
leap  ;  which  accordingly,  at  his  command,  they  did.  He  made  also  several  figures  of  sparrowi 
and  other  birds,  which  flew  about  or  stood  on  his  hands  as  he  ordered  them,  and  also  ate  and 
drank  when  he  offered  them  meat  and  drink.  The  children  telling  this  to  their  parents,  were 
forbidden  to  play  any  more  with  Jesus,  whom  they  held  to  be  a  sorcerer.!* 

P  The  commentators  observe  that  these  words  are  added  here,  and  in  the  next  sentence,  les1 
it  should  be  thought  Jesus  did  these  miracles  bj'  his  own  power,  or  was  God.9 

<1  Jallalo'ddin  mentions  three  persons  whom  Christ  restored  to  life,  and  who  lived  several 
j'ears  after,  and  had  children  ;  viz.,  Lazarus,  the  widow's  son,  and  the  puLlican's  (I  suppose  he 
means  the  ruler  of  the  synagogue's)  daughter.  He  adds  that  he  also  raised  Shem  the  son  of 
Noah,  who,  as  another  writes, I*'  thinking  he  had  been  called  to  judgment,  came  out  of  his  grave 
with  his  head  half  grey,  whereas  men  did  not  grow  grey  in  his  days  ;  after  which  he  immedi- 
ately died  again. 

*■  Such  as  the  eating  of  fish  that  have  neither  fins  nor  scales,  the  caul  and  fat  of  animals,  and 
camel's  flesh,  and  to  work  on  the  sabbath.  These  things,  say  the  commentators,  being  arbitrary 
institutions  in  the  law  of  Mospe,  were  abrogated  by  Jesus ;  as  several  of  the  same  kind,  insti* 
tuted  by  the  latter,  have  been  since  abrogated  by  Mohammed.  1 

1  Cap.  19.  2  Vide  Sikii  notas  in  Evang.  Infant,  p.  5.  3  Al  Kessai,  apud  eunden- 
*  Evang.  Infant,  p.  5.  6  Jallalo'ddin.  Al  Beidawi.  6  Jallalo'ddin  7  Al  Thalabi 
8  Evang.  Infant,  p.  iii,  &G.  9  Al  Beidawi,  &c  W  Al  Thalabi.  1  Al  Beidawi. 
jallalo'ddia. 
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The  apostles'  answered,  We  will  be  the  helpers  ol  GOD  ;  we  believe  in 
God,  and  do  thou  bear  witness  that  we  are  true  believers.  O  Lord,  we 
believe  in  that  which  thou  has  sent  dov/n,  and  we  have  followed  thy 
apostle  ;  write  us  down  therefore  wilh  those  who  bear  witness  of  hivi. 
And  the  Jews  devised  a  stratagem  agahist  hi?n;^  but  GOD  devised  a 
stratagem  against  themf'  and  GoD  is  the  best  deviser  of  stratagems. 
When  GOD  said,  O  Jesus,  verily  1  will  cause  thee  to  die,*  and  1  will 

■  In  Arabic,  al  Haw&riyiln  ;  which  word  they  derive  from  Hdra,  to  be  white,  and  suppose 
the  apostles  were  so  called  either  from  the  candour  and  sincerity  oi  their  minds,  or  because  they 
were  princes  and  wore  white  garments,  or  elr.e  because  they  were  by  trade  fullers.'^  Accord- 
ing to  which  last  opinion,  their  vocation  is  thus  related  ;  that  as  Jesus  passed  by  the  seaside, 
he  saw  some  fullers  at  work,  and  accosting  them,  said,  Ye  cleanse  these  clothes,  but  cleanse  not 
your  hearts ;  upon  which  they  believed  on  him.  But  the  true  etymology  seems  to  be  from  the 
Ethiopic  verb  Hawyra,  to  go ;  whence  Hawarya  signifies  one  that  is  sent,  a  messenger  or 
apostle^^ 

'  i.e..  They  laid  a  des!o;n  to  take  away  his  life. 

"  I'his  stratagem  of  Gou's  was  the  taking  of  Jesus  up  into  heaven,  and  stamping  his  likeness 
on  another  person,  who  was  apprehended  and  crucified  in  his  stead.  For  it  is  the  constant 
doctrine  of  the  Mohammedans  that  it  was  not  Jesus  himself  who  underwent  that  ignominious 
death,  but  somebody  else  in  his  shape  and  resemblance.'*  The  person  crucitieu  sonic  will  have 
to  be  a  spy  that  was  sent  to  entrap  him ;  others  that  it  was  one  Titiaii,  wdo  by  the  airection  of 
Judas  entered  in  at  a  window  of  the  house  where  Jesus  was,  to  kill  him  :  and  others  that  it 
was  Judas  himself,  who  agreed  with  the  rulers  of  the  Jews  to  betray  him  for  thirty  pieces  of 
silver,  and  led  those  who  were  sent  to  take  him. 

They  add,  that  Jesus  after  his  crucifixion  in  effigy,  was  sent  down  again  to  the  earth,  to  com- 
fort his  mother  and  disciples,  and  acquaint  them  how  the  Jews  were  deceived  ;  and  was  the.i 
taken  up  a  second  time  into  heaven. ^ 

It  is  supposed  by  several  that  this  story  was  an  original  invention  of  Mohammed's  ;  but  they 
are  certainly  mistaken  ;  for  several  sectaries  held  the  same  opinion,  long  before  his  time.  The 
I'asilidians.^J  in  the  very  beginning  of  Christianity,  denied  that  Christ  himself  suffered,  but 
ihat  Simon  the  Cyrenean  was  crucified  in  his  place.  The  Cerinthians  before  them,  and  the 
(^arpocratians  next  (to  name  no  more  of  those  who  affirmed  Jesus  to  have  been  a  mere  man), 
did  believe  the  same  thing ;  that  it  was  not  himself,  but  one  of  his  followers  very  like  him  that 
was  crucified.  Photius  tells  us,  that  he  read  a  book  entitled,  The  Journeys  of  the  Apostles, 
relating  the  acts  of  Peter,  John,  Andrew,  Thomas,  and  Paul ;  and  among  other  things  contained 
therein,  this  was  one,  that  Christ  was  not  critcijied,  but  another  in  his  stead,  and  that  there- 
fore  he  laughed  at  his  crucijiers^  or  those  who  thought  they  had  crucified  him. 8 

1  have  in  another  placed  mentioned  an  apocryphal  gospel  of  Barnabas,  a  forgery  originally 
of  some  nominal  Christians,  but  interpolated  since  by  Mohammedans  ;  which  gives  this  part 
of  the  history  of  Jesus  with  circumstances  too  curious  to  be  omitted.  It  is  therein  related,  that 
the  moment  the  Jews  were  going  to  apprehend  Jesus  in  the  garden,  he  was  snatched  up  into 
the  third  heaven,  by  the  ministry  of  four  angels,  Gabriel,  Michael,  Raphael,  and  Uriel ;  that 
he  v.'ill  not  die  till  the  end  of  the  world,  and  that  it  was  Judas  who  was  crucified  in  his  stead ; 
God  having  permitted  that  traitor  to  appear  so  like  his  master,  in  the  eyes  of  the  Jews,  that 
they  took  and  delivered  him  to  Pilate.  I'hat  this  resemblance  was  so  great,  that  it  deceived 
the  Virgin  Ma'y  and  the  apostles  themselves  ;  but  that  Jesus  Christ  afterwards  obtained  leave 
of  God  to  go  and  comfort  them.  That  Barnabas  having  then  asked  him,  why  the  divine  good- 
ness had  suffered  the  mother  and  disciples  of  so  holy  a  prophet  to  believe  even  for  one  moment 
that  he  had  died  in  so  ignominious  a  manner?  Jesus  returned  the  following  answer.  "O 
Barnabas,  believe  me  that  every  sin,  how  small  soever,  is  punished  by  God  with  great  torment, 
because  God  is  offended  with  sin.  My  mother  therefore  and  faithful  disciples,  having  loved 
me  with  a  mixture  of  earthly  love,  the  just  God  has  been  pleased  to  punish  this  love  with  their 
present  grief,  that  they  might  not  be  punished  for  it  hereafter  in  the  flames  of  hell.  And  as 
for  me,  though  I  have  myself  been  blameless  in  the  world,  yet  other  men  having  called  me 
Cod,  and  the  son  of  God;  therefore  God,  that  I  might  not  be  mocked  by  the  devils  at  the 
day  of  judgment,  has  been  pleased  that  in  this  world  I  should  be  mocked  by  men  with  the 
death  of  Judas,  making  everybody  believe  that  I  died  upon  the  cross.  And  hence  it  is  that 
this  mocking  is  still  to  continue  till  the  coming  of  Mohammed,  the  messenger  of  God;  whq, 
coming  into  the  world,  will  undeceive  every  one  who  shall  believe  in  the  law  of  God  from  this 
mistake. 1 

«  It  is  the  opinion  of  a  great  many  Mohammedans  that  Jesus  was  taken  up  into  heaven  with- 

2  Idem.  ^  Vide  Ludolfi  I.exic.  yEthlop.  col.  40,  et  GoIIi  notas  ad  cap.  61  Korani,  p.  205. 
1  .See  Koi.  c.  4.  ^  Vide  Marracc.  in  Ale.  p.  113,  &c.,  et  in  Prodr.  part  iii.  p.  63,  &c. 
•'  Irena^ns,  1.  i,  c.  23,  &r.  Epiphan.  Ha;rcs.  24,  num.  iii.  7  Photius,  Bibl.  Cod.  114,  col.  291. 
•'<  Poland's  Naz.arenus,  p  17  i^c  "  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  1  See  i!.e  Menagiaiu^ 
turn.  iv.  p.  326,  &C. 
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take  thee  up  unto  me/  and  I  will  deliver  thee  from  the  unbelievers  ; 
and  I  will  place  those  who  follow  thee  above  the  unbelievers,  until  the 
day  of  resurrection  :^  then  unto  me  shall  ye  return,  and  I  will  judge 
between  you  of  that  concerning  which  ye  disagree.  Moreover,  as  for 
the  infidels,  I  will  punish  them  with  a  grievous  punishment  in  this 
world,  and  in  that  which  is  to  come  ;  and  there  shall  be  none  to  help 
them.  But  they  who  believe,  and  do  that  which  is  right,  he  shall  give 
them  their  reward ;  for  GOD  loveth  not  the  wicked  doers.  These  signs 
and  this  prudent  admonition  do  we  rehearse  unto  thee.  Verily  the 
likeness  of  Jesus  in  the  sight  of  GOD  is  as  the  likeness  of  Adam  :  he 
created  him  out  of  the  dust,  and  then  said  unto  him,  Be ;  and  he  was.* 
This  is  the  truth  from  thy  LORD  ;  be  not  therefore  one  of  ihose  who 
doubt :  and  whoever  shall  dispute  with  thee  concerning  him,**  after  the 
knowledge  which  hath  been  given  thee,  say  U7ito  theni^  Come,  let  us 
call  together  our  sons,  and  your  sons,  and  our  wives,  and  your  wives, 
and  our  selves,  and  your  selves  ;  then  let  us  make  imprecations,  and 
lay  the  curse  of  GOD  on  those  who  lie.°  Verily  this  is  a  true  history : 
and  there  is  no  GOD  but  GoD  ;  and  GOD  is  most  mighty,  and  wise. 
If  they  turn  back,  GOD  well  knoweth  the  evil-doers.  Say,  O  ye  who 
have  received  the  scripture,  come  to  a  just  determination  between  us 
and  you  ;'^  that  we  worship  not  any  except  GOD,  and  associate  no  crea- 
ture with  him  ;  and  that  the  one  of  us  take  not  the  other  for  lords,* 
beside  GOD.    But  if  they  turn  back,  say,  Bear  witness  that  we  are  true 

out  dying ;  which  opinion  is  consonant  to  what  is  delivered  in  the  spurious  gospel  above 
mentioned.  Wherefore  several  of  the  commentators  say  that  there  is  a  hysteron  proteroii  in 
these  words,  /  -will  cause  thee  to  die,  and  I  ivill  take  thee  itp  unto  me ;  and  that  the  copulative 
does  not  import  order,  or  that  he  died  before  his  assumption  ;  the  meaning  being  this,  viz.,  that 
God  would  first  take  Jesus  up  to  heaven,  and  deliver  him  from  the  infidels,  and  afterwards 
cause  him  to  die  ;  which  they  suppose  is  to  happen  when  he  shall  return  into  the  world  again, 
before  the  last  day. 2  Some,  thinking  the  order  of  the  words  is  not  to  be  changed,  interpret 
them  figuratively,  and  suppose  their  signification  to  be  that  Jesus  was  lifted  up  while  he  was 
asleep,  or  that  God  caused  him  to  die  a  spiritual  death  to  all  worldly  desires.  But  others 
acknowledge  that  he  actually  died  a  natural  deaih,  and  continued  in  that  state  three  hours,  or, 
according  to  another  tradition,  seven  hours  ;  after  which  he  was  restored  to  life,  and  then  taken 
up  to  heaven.^ 

/  Some  Mohammedans  say  this  was  done  by  the  ministry  of  Gabriel ;  but  others  that  a  strong 
whirlwind  took  him  up  from  Mount  Olivet.'* 

'■  That  is,  they  who  believe  in  Jesus  (among  whom  the  Mohammedans  reckon  themselves) 
shall  be  for  ever  superior  to  the  Jews,  both  in  arguments  and  in  arms.  And  accordingly,  says 
al  Beidawi,  to  this  very  day  the  Jews  have  never  prevailed  either  against  the  Christians  or 
Moslems,  nor  have  they  any  kingdom  or  established  government  of  their  own. 

a  He  was  like  to  Adam  in  respect  of  his  miraculous  production  by  the  Immediate  power  of 
GoD.i 

b  Namely,  Jesus. 

^  To  explain  this  passage  their  commentators  tell  the  following  story.  That  some  Christians, 
with  their  bishop  named  Abu  Hareth,  coming  to  Mohammed  as  ambassadors  from  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Najran,  and  entering  into  some  disputes  with  him  touching  religion  and  the  history  of 
Jesus  Christ,  they  agreed  the  next  morning  to  abide  the  trial  here  mentioned,  as  a  quick  way 
of  deciding  which  of  them  were  in  the  wrong.  Mohammed  met  them  accordingly,  accom- 
panied by  his  daughter  Fiitema,  his  son-in-law  Ali,  and  his  two  grandsons,  Hasan  and  Hosein, 
and  desired  them  to  wait  till  he  had  said  his  prayers.  But  when  they  saw  him  kneel  down, 
their  resolution  failed  them,  and  they  durst  not  venture  to  curse  him,  but  submitted  to  pay  him 
tribute.2 

d  That  is,  to  such  terms  of  agreement  as  are  indisputably  consonant  to  the  doctrine  of  all  the 
prophets  and  scriptures,  and  therefore  cannot  be  reasonably  rejected.-'' 

*  Besidesother  charges  of  idolatry  on  the  Jews  and  Christians,  Mohammed  accused  them  of 
paying  too  implicit  an  obedience  to  their  priests  and  monks,  who  took  upon  them  to  pronounce 
what  things  were  lawful,  and  what  unlawful,  and  to  dispense  with  the  laws  of  God."* 

2  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  ly.  3  Al  Beidawi.  4  Al  Thalabi.  See  2  Kings  il  i,  ii 
'  Jallalo'ddin,  &c         2  Jallalo'ddin,  al  Beidawi.        3  Idem.         *  Idem 


40  AL   KORAN.  chap.   in. 

belic\'ers.  O  ye  to  whom  the  scriptures  have  been  given,  why  do  ye 
dispute  concerning  Abraham,'  since  the  Law  and  the  Gospel  were  not 
sent  down  until  after  him  ?  Do  ye  not  therefore  understand  ?  Behold 
ye  are  they  who  dispute  concerning  that  which  ye  have  some  knowledge 
in  ;  why  therefore  do  ye  dispute  concerning  that  which  ye  have  no 
knowledge  of?^  God  knoweth,  but  ye  know  not.  Abraham  was  neither 
a  Jew,  nor  a  Christian  ;  but  he  was  of  the  true  religion,  one  resigned 
unto  God,  and  was  not  of  the  mimber  of  the  idolaters.  Verily  the  men 
who  are  the  nearest  of  kin  unto  Abraham,  are  they  who  follow  him  ; 
and  this  prophet,  and  they  who  believe  on  him :  GoD  is  the  patron  of 
the  faithful.  Some  of  those  who  have  received  the  scriptures  desire 
to  seduce  you  •}^  but  they  seduce  themselves  only,  and  they  perceive  // 
not.  O  ye  who  have  received  the  scriptures,  why  do  ye  not  believe 
in  the  signs  of  GOD,  since  ye  are  witnesses  of  them  ?  O  ye  who  b.ave 
received  the  scriptures,  why  do  ye  clothe  truth  with  vanity,  and  knowingly 
hide  the  truth  ?^  And  some  of  those  to  v/hom  the  scriptures  were  given, 
say,  Believe  in  that  which  hath  been  sent  down  unto  those  who  believe, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  day,  and  deny?'/  in  the  end  thereof;  that  they  may 
go  back  from  their  faith  -^  and  believe  him  only  who  followeth  your 
religion.  Say,  Verily  the  t?'ue  direction  is  the  direction  of  GoD,  that 
there  may  be  given  unto  some  other  a  revelation  like  unto  what  hath 
been  given  unto  you.  Will  they  dispute  with  you  before  your  LORD  ? 
Say,  Surely  excellence  is  in  the  hand  of  God,  he  giveth  it  unto  whom, 
he  pleaseth;  GoD  is  bounteous  and  wise  :  he  v/ill  confer  pecuHar  mercy 
on  whom  he  pleaseth;  for  GoD  is  endued  with  great  beneficence.  There 
is  of  those  who  have  received  the  scriptures,  unto  whom  if  thou  trust  a 
talent,  he  will  restore  it  unto  thee  •}  and  there  is  also  of  them,  untc 
whom  if  thou  trust  a  dinar,  he  will  not  restore  it  unto  thee,  unless  thou 
stand  over  him  continually  with  great  urgency.^    This  they  do  because 

*■  viz.,  Ej'  pretending  him  to  have  been  of  your  religion. 

g  i.e..  Ye  perversely  dispute  even  concerning  those  things  which  ye  find  in  the  law  and  the 
gospel,  whereby  it  appears  they  were  both  sent  down  long  after  Abraham's  time ;  why  then 
will  ye  offer  to  dispute  concerning  such  points  of  Abraham's  religion,  of  which  your  scriptures 
say  nothing,  and  of  which  ye  consequently  can  have  no  knowledge  V> 

^  This  passage  was  revealed  when  the  Jews  endeavoured  to  pervert  Hodheifa,  Ammar,  and 
Moadh  to  their  religion. 1 

»  Ihe  Jews  and  Christians  are  again  recused  of  corrupting  the  scriptures  and  stifling  the 
prophecies  concerning  Mohammed. 

^  The  commentators,  to  explain  this  passage,  say  that  Caab  Ebn  al  Ashraf  and  Malec  Ebn 
al  Self  (two  Jews  of  Medina)  advised  their  companions,  when  the  Keblah  was  changed, 2  to 
make  as  if  they  believed  it  was  done  by  the  divine  direction,  and  to  pray  towards  the  Caaba 
in  the  morning,  but  that  in  the  evening  they  should  pray,  as  formerly,  towards  the  temple  of 
Jerusalem  ;  that  Mohammed's  followers,  imagining  the  Jews  were  better  judges  of  this  matter 
tl:a:i  ilieinsclves,  might  imitate  their  example.  LJut  others  say  these  were  certain  Jewish  priests 
of  Khaibar,  who  directed  some  of  their  people  to  pretend  in  the  morning  that  they  had  embraced 
Mohammedism,  but  in  the  close  oi  the  day  to  say  that  they  had  looked  into  their  books  of 
scripture,  and  consulted  their  Rabbins,  and  could  not  find  that  Mohammed  was  the  person 
described  and  intended  in  the  law,  by  which  trick  they  hoped  to  raise  doubts  in  the  mmds  of 
the  Mohammedans.'^ 

•  As  an  instance  of  this,  the  commentators  bring  Abd'allah  Ebn  Salam,  a  Jew,  ver>'  intim.ite 
with  Mohammed,-*  to  whom  one  of  the  Koreish  lent  1,200  ounces  of  gold,  which  he  verj'  punc- 
tually repaid  al  the  time  appointed.^ 

""  Al  Beidawi  produces  an  example  of  such  a  piece  of  injustice  in  one  Phineas  Ebn  Azura,  a 
Jew,  who  borrowed  a  dinar,  which  is  a  gold  coin  worth  about  ten  shillings,  of  a  Koreishite, 
and  afterwards  had  the  conscience  to  deny  it. 

But  the  person  more  directly  struck  at  in  this  passage  was  the  above-mentioned  Caab  Ebn  al 

5  Al  Beidawi.  1  Idem.  2  See  before,  c.  7,  p.  16.  3  AJ  Beidawi  *  S^e  Prideaux'f 
life  of  Mahom.  p.  33.         "  Al  Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddin. 
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they  say,  We  are  not  obliged  to  observe  justice  with  the  heathen  ;  but 
they  utter  a  lie  against  GOD,  knowingly.  Yea  ;  whoso  kcepeth  his 
covenant,  and  feareth  God^  God  surely  lovcth  those  who  fear  hhn. 
But  they  who  make  merchandise  of  God's  covenant,  and  of  their  oaths, 
for  a  small  price,  shall  have  no  portion  in  the  next  life,  neither  shall 
God  speak  to  them  or  regard  them  on  the  day  of  resurrection,  nor  shall 
he  cleanse  them  ;  but  they  shall  suffer  a  grievous  punishment.  And 
there  are  certainly  some  of  them,  who  read  the  scriptures  perversely, 
that  ye  may  think  wliat  they  read  to  be  really  in  the  scriptures,  yet  it  is 
not  in  the  scripture  ;  and  they  say.  This  is  from  GOD  ;  but  it  is  not 
from  God  :  and  they  speak  that  w-hich  is  false  concerning  God,  against 
their  own  knowledge.  It  is  not  yf/ for  a  man,  that  God  should  give 
him  a  book  of  revelations.,  and  wisdom,  and  prophecy  ;  and  then  he 
should  say  unto  men.  Be  ye  worshippers  of  me,  besides  God  ;  but  he 
ought  to  say,  Be  ye  perfect  in  knowledge  and  in  works,  since  ye  know 
the  scriptures,  and  exercise  yourselves  therein."  God  hath  not  com- 
manded j^?/;  to  take  the  angels  and  the  prophets  {or  your  Lords  :  Will 
he  command  yo?i  to  become  infidels,  after  ye  have  been  true  believers? 
And  remember  when  GOD  accepted  the  covenant  of  the  prophets,"  say- 
ing.^ This  verily  is  the  scripture  and  the  wisdom  which  I  have  given 
you  :  hereafter  shall  an  apostle  come  unto  you,  confirming  the  truth  of 
that  scriptu7-e  which  is  with  y  ,u  ;  ye  shall  surely  believe  on  him,  and  ye 
shall  assist  him.  God  said,  A/e  ye  firmly  resolved,  and  do  ye  accept  my 
covenant  on  this  condition  ?  They  answered.  We  are  firmly  resolved  : 
God  said.  Be  ye  therefore  wit  lesses  ;  and  I  also  bear  witness  with  you  : 
and  whosoever  turneth  back  .  ;fter  this,  they  are  surely  the  transgressors. 
Do  they  therefore  seek  any  other  religion  but  God's  ?  since  to  him  is 
resigned  whosoever  is  in  heaven  or  on  earth,  voluntarily,  or  of  force  :  and 
to  him  shall  they  return.  Say,  W^e  believe  in  GOD,  and  that  which  hath 
been  sent  down  unto  us,  and  that  which  was  sent  down  unto  Abraham, 

Ashraf,  a  most  inveterate  enemy  of  Mohammed  and  his  religion,  of  whom  Jallalo'ddin  relate* 
the  same  story  as  al  Beidawi  does  of  Phineas.  This  Caab,  after  the  battle  of  Eedr,  went  tc 
Mecca,  and  there,  to  excite  the  Koreish  to  revenge  themselves,  made  and  recited  verse? 
lamenting  the  death  of  those  who  were  slain  in  that  battle,  and  reflecting  very  severely  or 
Mohammed  ;  and  he  afterwards  returned  to  Medina,  and  had  the  boldness  to  repeat  thenr 
publicly  there  also,  at  which  Mohammed  was  so  exceedingly  provoked  that  he  proscribed  him, 
and  sent  a  party  of  men  to  kill  him,  and  he  was  circumvented  and  slain  by  Mohammed  Ebn 
Moslema,  in  the  third  year  of  the  Hejra.l  Dr.  Prideaux'-^  has  confounded  the  Caab  we  are 
now  speaking  of  with  another  very  different  person  of  the  same  name,  and  a  famous  poet,  but 
who  was  the  son  of  Zohair,  and  no  Jew,  as  a  learned  gentleman  has  already  observed.-^  In  con- 
sequence of  which  mistake,  the  doctor  attributes  what  the  Arabian  historians  write  of  the 
latter  to  the  former,  and  wrongly  affirms  that  he  was  not  put  to  death  by  Mohammed. 

Some  of  the  commentators,  however,  suppose  that  in  the  former  part  of  this  passage  the 
Christians  are  intended,  who,  they  say,  are  generally  people  of  some  honour  and  justice  ;  and 
in  the  latter  part  the  Jews,  who,  they  think,  are  more  given  to  cheating  and  dishonesty."* 

"  This  passage  was  revealed,  say  the  commentators,  in  answer  to  the  Christians,  who  insisted 
that  Jesus  had  commanded  them  to  worship  him  as  Gon.  Al  Beidawi  adds  that  two  Christians, 
named  Abu  Rafe  al  Koradhi  and  al  Seyid  al  Najrani,  offered  to  acknowledge  Mohammed  for 
their  Lord,  and  to  worship  him;  to  which  he  answered,  Qon  forbid  that  we  sJioiild  worsJii} 
any  besides  God. 

0  Some  commentators  interpret  this  of  the  children  of  Israel  themselves,  of  whose  raci.  the 
prophets  were.  But  others  say  the  souls  of  all  the  prophets,  even  of  those  who  were  not  then 
born,  were  present  on  Mount  Sinai  when  God  gave  the  law  to  Moses,  and  that  they  entered 
into  the  covenant  here  mentioned  with  him.  A  story  borrowed  by  Mohammed  from  the 
Talmudists,  and  therefore  most  probably  his  true  meaning  in  this  place. 

1  Al  Tannabi,  Elmacin.  2  Life  of  Mahom.  p.  78,  &c.  3  yj^^  Gagnier,  in  ROt.  i=id 
<^bu!fed.  Vit.  Moh.  p.  64  aud  122-        *  Al  Beidawi. 
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and  Ismael,  and  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  and  the  tribes,  and  that  which  was 
delivered  to  Moses,  and  Jesus,  and  the  prophets  from  their  Lord  ;  we 
make  no  distinction  between  any  of  them  ;  and  to  him  are  we  resigned. 
Whoever  folio weth  any  other  religion  than  Islam,  it  shall  not  be 
accepted  of  him  :  and  in  the  next  life  he  shall  be  of  those  who  perish,'^ 
How  shall  God  direct  men  who  have  become  infidels  after  they  had 
believed,  and  borne  witness  that  the  apostle  was  true,  and  manifest 
declarations  of  the  divine  will  had  come  unto  them?  for  GOD  directeth 
not  the  ungodly  people.  Their  reward  shall  be,  that  on  them  shall  fall 
the  curse  of  GoD,  and  of  angels,  and  of  all  mankind  :  they  shall  remain 
under  the  same  for  ever;  their  torment  shall  not  be  mitigated,  neither 
shall  they  be  regarded  ;  except  those  who  repent  after  this,  and  amend  ; 
for  God  is  gracious  and  merciful.  Moreover  they  who  become  infidels 
after  they  have  believed,  and  yet  increase  in  infidelity,  their  repentance 
shall  in  no  wise  be  accepted,  and  they  are  those  who  go  astray.  Verily 
they  who  believe  not,  and  die  in  their  unbelief,  the  world  full  of  gold 
shall  in  no  wise  be  accepted  from  any  of  them,  even  though  he  should 
give  it  for  his  ransom ;  they  shall  suffer  a  grievous  punishment,  and 
they  shall  have  none  to  help  them.  (IV.)  Ye  will  never  attain  unto 
righteouncss,  until  ye  give  in  alms  of  that  which  ye  love  :  and  whatever 
ye  give,  God  knoweth  it.  All  food  was  permitted  unto  the  children  of 
Israel,  except  what  Israel  forbade  unto  himself*^  before  the  Pentateuch 
was  sent  down."^  Say  unto  the  Jews.,  Bring  hither  the  Pentateuch  and 
read  it,  if  ye  speak  truth  Whoever  therefore  contriveth  a  lie  against 
God  after  this,  they  will  be  evil-doers.  Say,  GOD  is  true  :  follow  ye 
therefore  the  religion  of  Abraham  the  orthodox;  for  he  was  no  idolater. 
Verily  the  first  house  appointed  unto  men  to  worship  in  was  that  which 
is  in  Becca;*  blessed,  and  a  direction  to  all  creatures.*  Therein  are 
manifest  signs  :"  the  place  where  Abraham  stood ;  and  whoever  enter- 
eth  therein,  shall  be  safe.     And  it  is  a  duty  towards  GoD,  inamibent 

P  See  before,  chapter  2,  p.  8,  note  1. 

q  This  passage  was  revealed  on  the  Jews  reproaching  Mohammed  and  his  followers  with 
their  eating  of  the  flesh  and  milk  of  camels,!  which  they  said  was  forbidden  Abraham,  whose 
religion  Mohammed  pretended  to  follow.  In  answer  to  which  he  tells  them  that  God  ordained 
no  distinction  of  meats  before  he  gave  the  law  to  Moses,  though  Jacob  voluntarily  abstained 
from  the  flesh  and  milk  of  camels ;  which  some  commentators  say  was  the  consequence  of  a 
vow  made  by  that  patriarch,  when  afflicted  with  the  sciatica,\.\\M.  if  he  were  cured  he  would  eat 
no  more  of  that  meat  which  he  liked  best ;  and  that  was  camel's  flesh :  but  others  suppose  he 
abstained  from  it  by  the  advice  of  physicians  only.'-^ 

This  exposition  seems  to  be  taken  from  the  children  of  Israel's  not  eating  of  the  sinew  on  the 
hollow  of  the  thigh,  because  the  angel,  with  whom  Jacob  wrestled  at  Peniel,  touched  tke 
hollow  0/ his  tliigh  i>i  the  sinew  that  shrank.'-^ 

'  Wherein  the  Israelites,  because  of  their  wickedness  and  perverseness,  were  forbidden  tc 
eat  certain  animals  which  had  been  allowed  their  predecessors. 4 

'  Mohammed  received  this  passage  when  the  Jews  said  that  their  Keblah,  or  the  temple  of 
Jerusalem,  was  more  ancit- nt  inan  that  of  the  Mohammedans,  or  the  Caaba. ^  Lecca  is  another 
name  of  ^lecca.6  Al  Beidawi  observes  that  the  Arabs  used  the  "  M  "and  "  B"  promiscuously 
in  several  words. 

*  i.e..  The  Keblah,  towards  which  they  are  to  turn  their  faces  in  prayer. 

"  Such  is  the  stone  wherein  they  show  the  print  of  Abraham's  feet,  and  the  inviolable  security 
of  the  place  immediately  mentioned  ;  that  the  birds  light  not  on  the  roof  of  the  Caaba,  and 
wild  beasts  put  olT  their  fierceness  there ;  that  none  who  came  against  it  in  a  hostile  manner 
ever  prospered,'  as  appeared  particularly  in  the  unfortunate  expedition  of  Abraha  al  Ashram  ;* 
and  other  fables  ot  the  same  stamp  which  the  Mohammedans  are  taught  to  believe. 

1  See  Levit.  xi.  4;  Deut.  xiv.  7.  2  Al  Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddin.  '  Gen.  xxxii.  35 

*  Kor.  c.  4.     See  the  notes  there.  **  Al  Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddin.  *  See  the  Prelim.  Di»c 

Sect.  I   p.  3.        1  Jallalo'«'din,  al  Beid.^wi.        2  See  Kor.  r.  105. 
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on  those  who  are  able  to  go  thithei,'  to  visit  this  house;  but  whosoever 
disbeheveth,  verily  GoD  needeth  not  the  service  ofTmy  creature.  Say, 
O  ye  who  have  received  the  scriptures,  why  do  ye  not  believe  in  the  signs 
of  God  ?  Say,  O  ye  who  have  received  the  scriptures,  why  do  ye  keep 
back  from  the  way  of  God  him  who  believeth?  Ye  seek  to  make  it 
crooked,  and  yet  are  witnesses  that  it  is  the  right :  but  GOD  will  not 
be  unmindful  of  what  ye  do,  O  true  believers,  if  ye  obey  some  of 
those  who  have  received  the  scripture,  they  will  render  you  infidels, 
after  ye  have  believed  -y  and  how  can  ye  be  infidels,  when  the  signs 
of  God  are  read  unto  you,  and  his  apostle  is  among  you  ?  But  he 
who  cleaveth  firmly  unto  God,  is  already  directed  into  the  right 
way.  O  believers,  fear  God  with  his  true  fear  ;  and  die  not  unless  ye 
also  be  true  believers.  And  cleave  all  of  ymt  unto  the  covenant'  of 
God,  and  depart  nolfroin  it,  and  remember  the  favour  of  God  towards 
you :  since  ye  were  enemies,  and  he  reconciled  your  hearts,  and  ye 
became  companions  and  brethren  by  his  favour :  and  ye  were  on  the 
brink  of  a  pit  of  fire,  and  he  delivered  you  thence.  Thus  God 
declareth  unto  you  his  signs,  that  ye  may  be  directed.  Let  there  be 
people  among  you,  who  invite  to  the  best  religion;  and  command  that 
which  is  just,  and  forbid  that  which  is  evil;  and  they  shall  be  happy. 
And  be  not  as  they  who  are  divided,  and  disagree  in  tnatters  oj 
religion^  after  manifest  proofs  have  been  brought  unto  them :  they 
shall  suffer  a  great  torment.  On  the  day  of  resnrrectioJi  some  faces 
shall  become  white,  and  other  faces  shall  become  black.''  And  unto 
them  whose  faces  shall  become  black,  God  will  say,  Have  ye  returned 
unto  y^?^r  unbelief, after  ye  had  believed?  therefore  taste  the  punishment, 
for  that  ye  have  been  unbehevers :  but  they  whose  faces  shall  become 
white  shall  be  in  the  mercy  of  God,  therein  shall  they  remain  for  ever. 

«  According  to  an  exposition  of  this  passage  attributed  to  Moliammed,  he  is  supposed  to  be 
able  to  perform  the  pilgrimage,  who  can  supply  himself  with  provisions  for  the  journey,  and  a 
beast  to  ride  upon.  A)  Shafei  has  decided  that  those  who  have  money  enough,  if  they  cannot 
go  themselves,  must  hire  some  other  to  go  in  their  room.  Malec  Ebn  Ans  thinks  he  is  to  be 
reckoned  able  who  is  strong  and  healthy,  and  can  bear  the  fatigue  of  the  jo  rney  on  foot,  if 
he  has  no  beast  to  ride,  and  can  also  earn  his  living  by  the  way.  But  Abu  Hanifa  is  of  opinion 
that  both  money  sufficient  and  health  of  body  are  requisite  to  make  the  pilgrimage  a  duty. 3 

y  This  passage  was  revealed  on  occasion  of  a  quarrel  excited  between  the  trioes  of  al  Aws 
and  al  Kha/raj,  by  one  Shas  Ebn  Kais,  a  Jew  ;  who,  passing  by  some  of  both  tribes  as  they 
were  sitting  and  discoursing  familiarly  together,  and  being  inwardly  vexed  at  the  friendship 
and  harmony  which  reigned  among  them  on  their  embracing  Mohammedism,  whereas  they 
had  been,  for  120  years  before,  most  inveterate  ."nd  mortal  enemies,  though  descendants  of  two 
brothers;  in  order  to  set  them  at  variance,  sent  a  young  man  to  sit  down  by  them,  directing 
him  to  relate  the  story  of  the  battle  of  Boath  (a  place  near  Medina),  wherein,  after  a  bloody 
fight,  al  Aws  had  the  better  of  al  Khazraj,  and  to  repeat  some  verses  on  that  subject.  The 
young  man  executed  his  orders  ;  whereupon  those  of  each  tribe  began  to  magnify  themselves, 
and  to  reflect  on  and  irritate  the  other,  till  at  length  they  called  to  arms,  and  great  numbers 
getting  together  on  each  side,  a  dangerous  battle  had  ensued,  if  Mohammed  had  not  stepped  in 
and  reconciled  them  ;  by  representmg  to  them  how  much  they  would  be  to  blame  if  they  re- 
turned to  paganism,  and  revived  those  animosities  which  Islam  had  composed  ;  and  telling 
them  that  what  had  happened  was  a  trick  of  the  devil  to  disturb  their  present  tranquillity.'* 

'Literally,  Hold  fast  by  the  cord  0/  Gov.  That 's.  Secure  yourselves  by  adhering  to  Islam, 
which  is  here  metapaorically  expressed  by  a  cord,  because  it  is  as  sure  a  means  of  saving  those 
who  profess  it  from  perishing  hereafter,  as  holding  by  a  rope  is  to  prevent  one's  falling  into  a 
\vell,  or  other  like  place.  It  is  said  that  Mohammed  used  for  the  same  reason  to  call  the 
Koran,  Habl  Allah  al  matin,  i.e.,  the  sure  cord  0/ GoYi.^ 

»■  i.e..  As  the  Jews  and  Christians,  who  dispute  concerning  the  unity  of  God,  tin  future 
jtate,  &.C.1 

*>  See  the  Preliminary  Discourse,  Sect.  IV. 

•AlBeidam.        <  Idem.        "Idem.        1  idem 
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These  are  the  signs  of  GOD :  we  recite  them  unto  thee  with  truth. 
God  will  not  deal  unjustly  with  his  creatures.  And  to  GOD  belongeih 
whatever  is  in  heaven  and  on  earth  ;  and  to  GOD  shall  all  things  return. 
Ye  are  the  best  nation  that  hath  been  raised  up  unto  mankind :  ye 
command  that  which  is  just,  and  ye  forbid  that  which  is  unjust,  and  ye 
believe  in  GOD.  And  if  they  who  have  received  the  scriptures  had 
believed,  it  had  surely  been  the  better  for  them :  there  are  believers 
among  them,''  but  the  greater  part  of  them  are  transgressors.  They 
shall  not  hurt  you,  unless  with  a  slight  hurt ;  and  if  they  fight  against 
you,  they  shall  turn  their  backs  to  you,  and  they  shall  not  be 
helped.'^  They  are  smitten  with  vileness  wheresoever  they  are  found ; 
unless  they  obtain  security  by  entering  into  a  treaty  with  GoD,  and  a 
treaty  with  men  :^  and  they  draw  on  themselves  indignation  from  God, 
and  they  are  afflicted  with  poverty.  This  they  suffer^  because  they 
disbelieved  the  signs  of  GoD,  and  slew  the  prophets  unjustly;  this, 
because  they  were  rebellious,  and  transgressed.  Yet  they  are  not  all 
alike :  there  are  of  those  who  have  received  the  scriptures,  upright 
people;'  they  meditate  on  the  signs  of  GoD^  in  the  night  season,  and 
worship;  they  believe  in  GOD  and  the  last  day;  and  command  that 
which  is  just,  and  forbid  that  which  is  unjust,  and  zealously  strive  to 
excel  in  good  works:  these  are  of  the  righteous.  And  ye  shall  not  be 
denied  the  reiuarei  0/ the  good  which  ye  do;^  for  GOD  knoweth  the 
pious.  As  for  the  unbelievers,  their  wealth  shall  not  profit  them 
at  all,  neither  their  children,  against  God  :  they  shall  be  the  com- 
panions of  hell  fire;  they  shall  continue  therein  for  ever.  The  likeness 
of  that  which  they  lay  out  in  this  present  life,  is  as  a  wind  wherein 
there  is  a  scorching  cold :  it  falleth  on  the  standing  corn  of  those  men 
who  have  injured  their  own  souls,  and  destroyeth  it.  And  GoD  dealeth 
not  unjustly  with  them;  but  they  injure  their  own  souls.  O  true 
believers,  contract  not  an  intimate  friendship  with  aiiy  besides  your- 
selves •}  they  will  not  fail  to  corrupt  you.  They  wish  for  that  which 
may  cause  you  to  perish  :  their  hatred  hath  already  appeared  from  out 
of  their  mouths  ;  but  what  their  breasts  conceal  is  yet  more  inveterate. 
We  have  already  shovvn  you  signs  of  their  ill  will  towards  you,  if  ye 
understand.  Behold,  ye  love  them,  and  they  do  not  love  you  :  ye  believe 
in  all  the  scriptures,  and  when  they  meet  you,  they  say,  We  believe ;  but 
when  they  assemble  privately  together,  they  bite  their  fingers'  ends  out 
of  wrath  against  you.  Say  7i7ito  them,  Die  in  your  wrath  :  verily  GOD 
knoweth  the  innermost  part  of  yo2ir  breasts.  If  good  happen  unto  you, 
it  grieveth  them  ;  and  if  evil  befall  you,  they  rejoice  at  it.  But  if  ye  be 
patient,  and  fear  God,  their  subtlety  shall  not  hurt  you  at  all ;  for  GOD 
comprehendeth  v>'hatever  they  do.     Call  to  7nind  when  thou  wentest 

^  As  Abd'allah  Ebn  Salam  and  his  companions,^  and  those  of  the  tribes  of  al  Aws  and  a) 
Khaziaj  who  had  embraced  Mohammedism. 

<1  This  verse,  al  Beidawi  says,  is  one  of  those  whose  meaning  is  mysterious,  and  relates  to 
something  future  :  intimating  the  low  condition  to  which  the  Jewish  tribes  of  Koreidha,  Nadir, 
Banu  Kainoka,  and  those  who  dwelt  at  Khaibar,  were  afterwards  reduced  by  Mohammed. 

*  i.e.,  Unless  they  either  profess  the  Mohammedan  religion,  or  submit  to  pay  tribute. 

'Those  namely  who  have  embraced  Islam. 

K  That  is,  the  Koran. 

•»  Some  copies  have  a  different  reading  in  this  passage,  which  they  express  iQ  the  third  person 
They  shall  not  be  denied,  &c. 

>  i.e..  Of  a  different  religion, 

S  Al  Beid&ui. 
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forth  early  from  thy  family,  that  thou  mightest  prep^r^  the  faithful  a 
camp  for  war;^  and  God  heard  and  knew  z'/y  when  two  companies 
of  you  were  anxiously  thoughtful,  so  that  ye  became  faint-hearted;' 
but  God  was  the  supporter  of  them  both  ;  and  in  God  let  the  faithful 
trust.  And  GOD  had  already  given  you  the  victory  at  Bedr,"^  when  ye 
were  inferior  in  nianber ;  therefore  fear  GOD,  that  ye  may  be  thankful. 
When  thou  saidst  unto  the  faithful,  Is  it  not  enough  for  you,  that  your 
Lord  should  assist  you  with  three  thousand  angels,  sent  down  from 
heaven  ?  Verily  if  ye  persevere,  and  fear  God^  and  your  enemies  come 
upon  you  suddenly,  your  LORD  will  assist  you  with  five  thousand  angcis, 
distinguished  by  ilieir  horses  and  attired  And  this  GOD  designed  only 
as  good  tidings  for  you**  that  your  hearts  might  rest  secure  :  for  victory 
is  from  GOD  alone,  the  mighty,  the  wise.  That  he  should  cut  off  the 
uttermost  part  of  the  unbelievers,  or  cast  them  down,  or  that  they 
should  be  overthrown  and  unsuccessful,  is  nothing  to  thee.  It  is  no 
business  of  thine  ;  whether  God  be  turned  unto  them,  or  whether  he 
punish  them  ;  they  are  surely  unjust  doers.^  To  GOD  belongeth 
whatsoever  is  in  heaven  and  on  earth  :  he  spareth  whom  he  pleaseth, 
and  he  punisheth  whom  he  pleaseth  ;  for  GOD  is  merciful.  O  true  be- 
lievers, devour  not  usury,  doubling  it  twofold  ;  but  fear  GOD,  that  ye 
may  prosper  :  and  fear  the  fire  which  is  prepared  for  the  unbelievers  ; 
and  obey  GOD,  and  his  apostle,  that  ye  may  obtain  mercy.  And  run 
with  emulation  to  obtain  remission  from  your  LORD,  and  paradise, 
whose  breath  eqicalleih  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  which  is  prepared 
for  the  godly ;  who  give  alms  in  prosperity  and  adversity  ;  v/ho  bridle 

^  This  was  at  the  battle  of  Ohod,  a  mountain  about  four  miles  to  the  north  of  Medina.  The 
Koreish,  to  revenge  their  loss  at  Bedr.l  the  next  year  being  the  third  of  the  Hejra,  got  together 
an  army  of  3,000  men,  among  whom  there  were  200  horse,  and  700  arm.ed  with  coats  of  mail. 
These  forces  marched  under  the  conduct  of  Abu  Sofian  and  sat  down  at  Dhu'lholeifa,  a  village 
abuot  six  miles  from  Medina.  Mohammed,  being  much  inferior  to  his  enemies  in  numbers,  at 
first  determined  to  keep  himself  within  the  town,  and  receive  them  there ;  but  afterwards,  the 
advice  of  some  of  his  companions  prevailing,  he  marched  out  against  them  at  the  head  of  1,000 
men  (some  say  he  had  1,050  men,  olliers  but  goo),  of  whom  100  were  armed  with  coats  of  mail, 
but  he  had  no  more  than  one  horse,  besides  his  own,  in  his  whole  army.  With  these  forces  he 
formed  a  camp  in  a  village  near  Ohod,  which  mountain  he  contrived  to  have  on  his  back  ;  and 
the  better  to  secure  his  men  from  being  surrounded,  he  placed  fifty  archers  in  the  rear,  with 
strict  ordefs  not  to  quit  their  post.  When  they  came  to  engage,  Mohammed  had  the  better  at 
first,  but  afterwards  by  the  fault  of  his  archers,  who  left  their  ranks  for  the  sake  of  the  plunder, 
and  suffered  the  enemies'  horse  to  encompass  the  INIohammedans  and  attack  them  in  the  rear, 
he  lost  the  day,  and  was  very  near  losing  his  life,  being  struck  down  by  a  shower  of  stones,  and 
wounded  in  the  face  with  two  arrows,  on  pulling  out  of  which  his  two  foreteeth  dropped  out. 
Of  the  Moslems  seventy  men  were  slain,  and  among  them  Hamza  the  uncle  of  Mohammed, 
and  of  the  infidels  twenty-two.2  To  excuse  the  ill  success  of  this  battle,  and  to  raise  the  droop- 
ing courage  of  his  followers,  is  Mohammed's  drift  in  the  remaining  part  of  this  chapter. 

'  These  were  some  of  the  families  of  Banu  Salma  of  the  tribe  of  al  Khazraj,  and  Banu'I 
Hareth  of  the  tribe  of  al  Aws,  who  composed  the  two  wings  of  Mohammed's  army.  Some  ill 
impression  had  been  made  on  them  by  Abda'liah  Ebii  Obba  Soiul,  then  an  infidel,  who  having 
drawn  off  300  men,  told  tliem  that  they  were  going  to  certain  death,  and  advised  them  to  return 
back  with  him  ;  but  he  could  prevail  on  but  a  fev/,  the  others  being  kept  firm  by  the  divine  in- 
fluence, as  the  following  words  intimate.-^ 

"^  See  before,  p.  32. 

"  The  angels  who  assisted  the  Mohammedans  at  Bedr,  rode,  say  the  commentators,  on  black 
and  white  horses,  and  had  on  their  heads  white  and  yellow  sashes,  the  ends  of  which  hung  down 
between  their  shoulders. 

0  i.e..  As  an  earnest  of  future  success. 

P  This  passage  was  revealed  when  Mohammed  received  the  wounds  above  mentioned  at  tli* 
battle  of  Ohod,  and  cried  out,  Haiv  shall  tJiat  people  prosper  who  have  stained  thei>y  prophet' 3 

-  See  before,  p.  32.  2  Abulfeda,  in  Vita  Moham.  p.  64,  &c.     Elmaciii.  1.  i.     Prideatix's 

Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  8q.         3  Al  Reidawi. 
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then  ;^iiger  and  forgive  men :  for  GOD  loveth  the  beneficent."*  And 
who,  after  they  have  committed  a  crime,  or  deah  unjustly  with  their 
own  souls,  remember  God,  and  ask  pardon  for  their  sms  (for  who  for- 
giveth  sins  except  God  ?)  and  persevere  not  in  what  they  have  done 
knowingly  :  their  reward  shall  be  pardon  from  their  Lord,  and  gar- 
dens wherein  rivers  flow,  they  shall  remain  therein  for  ever  :  and  how 
excellent  is  the  reward  of  those  who  labour  !  There  have  already  been 
before  you  examples  of  punishment  of  infidels^  therefore  go  through  the 
earth,  and  behold  what  hath  been  the  end  of  those  who  accuse  God's 
apostles  of  imposture.  This  book  is  a  declaration  unto  men,  and  a 
direction,  and  an  admonition  to  the  pious.  And  be  not  dismayed, 
neither  be  ye  grieved  ;  for  ye  shall  be  superior  to  the  unbelievers  if  ye 
believe.  If  a  wound  hath  happened  unto  you  in  war^  a  like  wound 
hath  already  happened  unto  the  unbelievinsc  people  :'  and  we  cause 
these  days  of  different  success  interchangeably  to  succeed  each  other 
among  men  ;  that  GoD  may  know  those  who  believe,  and  may  have 
martyrs  from  among  you  (GOD  loveth  not  the  workers  of  iniquity)  ; 
and  that  GOD  might  prove  those  who  beheve,  and  destroy  the  infidels. 
Did  ye  imagine  that  ye  should  enter  paradise,  when  as  yet  GOD  knew 
not  those  among  you  who  fought  strenuously  in  his  cause;  nor  knew 
those  who  persevered  with  patience  ?  Moreover  ye  did  sometime  wish 
for  death  before  that  ye  met  it  ;*  but  ye  have  now  seen  it,  and  ye  looked 
on,  but  retreated  from  it.  Mohammed  is  no  more  than  an  apostle;  the 
other  apostles  have  already  deceased  before  him  :  if  he  die  therefore, 
or  be  slain,  will  ye  turn  back  on  your  heels  ?"  but  he  who  turneth  back 
on  his  heels,  will  not  hurt  GOD  at  all  ;  and  GOD  will  surely  reward  the 
thankful.  No  soul  can  die  unless  by  the  permission  of  God,  accord- 
ing to  ivhat  is  written  in  the  book  containing  the  determinations  of 
things.*    And  whoso  chooseth  the  reward  of  this  world,  we  will  give 

face  with  blood,  while  Jie  called  them  to  their  Lord  f  The  person  who  wounded  him  was  Otha 
Lhe  son  of  Abu  Wakkas.^ 

q  It  is  related  of  Hasan  the  son  of  Ali,  that  a  slave  having  once  thrown  a  dish  on  him  boiling 
hot,  as  he  sat  at  table,  and  fearing  his  master's  resentment,  fell  immediately  on  his  knees,  and 
repeated  these  words.  Paradise  is  for  those  who  bridle  their  anger:  Hasan  answered,  I  am 
not  angry.  The  slave  proceeded,  and /or  those  who  forgive  men.  J  forgive  you,  said  Hasan, 
The  slave,  however,  finished  the  verse,  adding,y^r  God  loveth  the  beneficent.  Since  it  is  so 
replied  Hasmi,  /  give  you  your  liberty,  and /our  hundred /ieces  o_f  silver.^  A  noble  instance 
of  moderation  and  generosity. 

"'  That  is,  by  your  being  worsted  at  Ohod. 

"  When  they  were  defeated  at  Bedr.  It  is  observable  that  the  number  of  Mohammedans  slain 
at  Ohod,  was  equal  to  that  of  the  idolaters  slain  at  Bedr ;  which  was  so  ordered  by  God  for  a 
reason  to  be  given  elsewhere. l 

*  Several  of  Mohammed's  followers  who  were  not  present  at  Bedr,  wished  for  an  opportunity 
of  obtaining,  in  another  action,  the  like  honour  as  those  had  gained  who  fell  martjTS  in  that 
battle  ;  yet  were  discouraged  on  seeing  the  superior  numbers  of  the  idolaters  in  the  expedition 
of  Ohod.     On  which  occasion  this  passage  was  revealed. 2 

"  These  words  were  revealed  when  it  was  reported  in  the  battle  of  Ohod  that  Mohammed 
was  slain  ;  whereupon  the  idolaters  cried  out  to  his  followers.  Since  your  prophet  is  slain,  return 
to  your  ancietit  religion,  and  to  your  friends ;  i/  Alohamvted  luid  been  a  prophet  he  had  not 
been  slain.  It  is  related  that  a  Moslem  named  Ans  Ebn  al  Nadar,  uncle  to  Malec  Ebn  Ans, 
hearing  these  words,  said  aloud  to  his  companion^,  My/riends,  though  M oluifnmed  be  slain, 
certainly  Mohammed  s  Lord  liveth  ana  dieth  not ;  therefore  value  not  your  lives  since  tJte 
prophet  is  dead,  but  fight  /or  t/te  caztse/or  7vhick  he  J  ought:  then  he  cried  out,  O  God,  !  am 
excused  be/ore  thee,  and  '^^guitted  in  thy  sight  o/ what  they  say;  and  drawing  his  sword,  fought 
valiantly  till  he  was  killed.-* 

«  Mohammed,  the  more  effectually  to  still  the  murmurs  of  his  party  on  their  defeat,  represent; 

<  Idem.     Abulfcda,  ubi  supra.  5  Vide  D'Herbul.-t,  V'.ibl.  Orient.  Art.  Hisvsi.  l  U 

«ut.  ad  cap   S.         2  Al  Beidawi.         3  Idem. 
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him  thereof :  but  whoso  chooseth  the  reward  of  the  world  to  come,  we 
will  give  hull  thereof;  and  wc  will  surely  reward  the  thankful.  How 
many  prophets  have  encountered  those  who  had  many  myriads  of  troops: 
and  yet  they  desponded  not  in  their  mind  for  what  had  befallen  them 
in  fighting  for  the  religiun  of  GOD,  and  were  not  weakened,  neither  be- 
haved themselves  in  an  abject  manner?  GOD  loveth  those  who  persevere 
patiently.  And  their  speech  was  no  other  than  that  they  said,  Our  Lord 
forgive  us  our  offences,  and  our  transgressions  in  our  business ;  and 
confirm  our  feet,  and  help  us  against  the  unbelieving  people.  And  GoD 
gave  them  the  reward  of  this  world,  and  a  glorious  reward  in  the  life  to 
come  ;  for  GOD  loveth  the  well-doers.  O  ye  who  believe,  if  ye  obey 
the  infidels,  they  will  cause  you  to  turn  back  on  your  heels,  and  ye  will 
be  turned  back  and  perish  •?  but  GoD  is  your  Lord  ;  and  he  is  the  best 
helper.  We  will  surely  cast  a  dread  into  the  hearts  of  the  unbehevers," 
because  they  have  associated  with  God  that  concerning  which  he  sent 
them  down  no  power  :  their  dwelling  shall  be  the  tire  of  hell  \  and  the 
receptacle  of  the  wicked  shall  be  miserable.  God  had  already  made 
good  unto  you  his  promise,  when  ye  destroyed  them  by  his  permission,^ 
until  ye  became  faint-hearted,  and  disputed  concerning  the  command 
pf  the  apostle^  and  were  rebellious  ;b  after  God  had  shown  you  what  ye 
desired.  Some  of  you  chose  this  present  world,  and  others  of  you  chose 
the  world  to  come.°  Then  he  turned  you  to  flight  from  before  them, 
that  he  might  make  trial  of  you  (but  he  hath  now  pardoned  you  ;  for 
God  is  endued  with  beneficence  toward  the  faithful) ;  when  ye  went  up 
as  ye  fled^  and  looked  not  back  on  any;  while  the  apostle  called  you, 
in  the  uttermost  part  of  you.'^  Therefore  God  rewarded  you  with  afilic- 
tion  on  affliction,  that  ye  be  not  grieved  hereafter  for  the  spoils  which 
ye  fail  of,  nor  for  that  which  befalleth  you ;®  for  God  is  well  acquainted 

to  ihem  that  the  time  of  every  man's  death  is  decreed  and  predetermined  by  God,  and  that 
those  who  fell  in  the  battle  could  not  have  avoided  their  fate  had  they  stayed  at  home ;  whereas 
they  had  now  obtained  the  glorious  advantage  of  dying  martyrs  for  the  faith.  Of  the  Moham- 
medan doctrine  of  absolute  predestination  1  have  spoken  in  another  place* 

y  This  passage  was  also  occasioned  by  the  endeavours  of  the  Koreish  to  seduce  the  Moham- 
medans to  their  old  idolatry,  as  they  fled  in  the  battle  of  Ohod. 

7'  To  this  Mohammed  attributed  the  sudden  retreat  of  Abu  Sofian  and  his  troops,  without 
making  any  farther  advantage  of  their  success  ;  only  giving  Mohammed  a  challenge  to  meet 
them  next  year  at  Bedr,  which  he  accepted.  Others  say  that  as  they  were  on  their  march  home, 
they  repented  they  had  not  utterlj' extirpated  the  Mohammedans,  and  began  to  think  of  going 
back  to  Medina  for  that  purpose,  but  were  prevented  by  a  sudden  consternation  or  panic  fear, 
which  fell  on  them  from  God.^ 

^  i.e..  In  the  beginning  of  the  battle,  when  the  Moslems  had  the  advantage,  putting  the 
idolaters  to  flight,  and  killing  several  of  them. 

^  That  is,  till  the  bowmen,  who  were  placed  behind  to  prevent  their  being  surrounded,  see- 
ing the  enemy  fly,  quitted  their  post,  contrary  to  Mohammed's  express  orders,  and  dispersed 
themselves  to  seize  the  plunder ;  whereupon  Khaled  Ebn  al  Walid  perceiving  their  disorder, 
fell  on  their  rear  with  the  horse  which  he  commanded,  and  turned  the  fortune  of  the  day.  It 
is  related  that  though  Abda'llah  Ebn  Johair,  their  captain,  did  all  he  could  to  make  them 
keep  their  ranks,  he  had  not  ten  that  stayed  with  him  out  of  the  whole  fifty.6 

*^  The  former  were  they  who,  tempted  by  the  spoil,  quitted  their  post ;  and  ths  latter  they 
who  stood  firm  by  their  leader. 

^  Crj'ing  aloud,  Co7ne  hither  to  me,  O  seyvaiits  of  God  !  /  am  the  apostle  of  God  ;  he  zvho 
retiirneth  back,  shall  ettter  paradise.  But  notwithstanding  all  his  endeavours  to  rally  his  men, 
he  could  not  get  above  thirty  of  them  about  him. 

^  i.e.,  God  punished  your  avarice  and  disobedience  by  suffering  you  to  be  beaten  by  your 
enemies,  and  to  be  discouraged  by  the  report  of  your  prophet's  death  ;  that  ye  might  be  inured 
t©  patience  under  adverse  fortune,  and  not  repine  at  any  loss  or  d:"sappointment  for  the  future 

4  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect  IV  6  Al  Beidawi.  6  Idem.  Vide  Abnlfeda,  Vit.  Moh.  p.  65.  66, 
and  note,  ibid. 
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with  whatever  yp  do.  Then  he  sent  down  upon  you  after  affliclion 
security  ;  a  soft  sleep  which  fell  on  some  part  of  you  ;  but  other  part 
were  troubled  by  their  own  souls  ;'  falsely  thinking  of  God  a  foolish 
imagination,  saying,  Will  anything  of  the  matter  happen  unto  us  ?•? 
Say,  Verily  the  matter  belongcih  wholly  unto  God.  They  concealed  in 
their  minds  what  they  declared  not  unto  thee  ;  saying,^  If  anything  of 
the  matter  had  happened  unto  us,^  we  had  not  been  slain  here.  Answer, 
If  ye  had  been  in  vour  houses,  verily  they  would  have  gone  forth  to 
fjght,  whose  slaughter  was  decreed,  to  the  places  where  they  died,  and 
this  came  to  pass  that  GOD  might  try  what  was  in  your  breasts,  and 
might  discern  what  was  in  your  hearts  ;  for  GOD  knoweth  the  inner- 
most parts  ot  the  breasts  of  men.  Verily  they  among  you  who  turned 
their  backs  on  the  day  whereon  the  two  armies  met  each  other  at  Ohod^ 
Satan  caused  them  to  slip,  for  some  ^;^m^  which  they  had  committed:* 
but  now  hath  GoD  forgiven  them  ;  for  GOD  is  gracious  and  merciful. 
O  true  believers,  be  not  as  they  who  believe  not,  and  said  of  their 
brethren,  when  they  had  journeyed  in  the  land  or  had  been  at  war,  If 
they  had  been  with  us,  those  had  not  died,  nor  had  these  been  slain  : 
whei'eas  what  befell  them  was  so  ordained  that  GOD  might  make  it  matter 
of  sighing  in  their  hearts.  GOD  giveth  life,  and  causeth  to  die  :  and 
God  seeth  that  which  ye  do.  Moreover  if  ye  be  slain,  or  die  in  defence 
of  the  religion  of  GOD  ;  verily  pardon  from  GOD,  and  mercy,  is  better 
than  what  they  heap  together  of  worldly  riches.  And  if  ye  die,  or  be 
slain,  verily  unto  GoD  shall  yc  be  gathered.  And  as  to  the  mercy 
granted  nnto  the  disobedient  from  GoD,  thou,  O  Mohammed^  hast  been 
'mild  towards  them  ;  but  if  thou  hadst  been  severe  and  hard-hearted, 
they  had  surely  separated  themselves  from  about  thee.  Therefore  for- 
give them,  and  ask  pardon  for  them  :  and  consult  them  in  the  affair 
of  war ;  and  after  thou  hast  deliberated,  trust  in  GOD;  for  GoDloveth 
those  who  trust  in  him.  If  GOD  help  you,  none  shall  conquer  you  ; 
but  if  he  desert  you,  v/ho  is  it  that  will  help  you  after  him  ?  Therefore 
in  God  let  the  faithful  trust.  It  is  not  the  part  of  a  prophet  to  de- 
fraud,^  for  he  who  defraudeth,  shall  bring  with  him  what  he  hath  de- 
frauded any  one  of  on  the  day  of  the  resurrection.™    Then  shall  every 

f  After  the  action,  those  who  had  stood  firm  in  the  battle  were  refreshed  as  they  lay  in  the 
f^cld  by  falling  into  an  agreeable  sleep,  so  that  the  swords  fell  out  of  their  hands ;  but  those 
who  had  behaved  themselves  ill  were  troubled  in  their  minds,  imagining  they  were  now  given 
over  to  destruction.! 

6  That  is,  is  there  any  appearance  of  success,  or  of  the  divine  favour  and  assistance  which  we 
have  been  promised  'i'^ 

•>  i.e..  To  themselves,  or  to  one  another  in  private. 

>  If  God  had  assisted  us  according  to  his  promise ;  or,  as  others  interpret  the  words,  if  we 
had  taken  the  advice  of  Abda'llah  Ebn  Obba  Solul,  and  had  kept  within  the  town  of  Medina,  our 
companions  had  not  lost  their  lives.  3 

^  viz..  For  their  covetousness  in  quitting  their  post  to  seize  the  plunder. 

I  This  passage  was  revealed,  as  some  say,  on  the  division  of  the  spoil  at  Bedr;  when  some 
of  the  soldiers  suspected  Mohammed  of  having  privately  taken  a  scarlet  carpet  made  all  of  silk 
and  very  rich,  which  was  missing. "l  Others  suppose  the  archers,  who  occasioned  the  loss  of 
the  battle  of  Ohod,  left  their  station  because  they  imagined  Mohammed  would  not  give  them 
their  share  of  the  plunder ;  because,  as  it  is  related,  he  once  sent  out  a  party  as  an  advanced 
guard,  and  in  the  meantime  attacking  the  enemy,  took  some  spoils  whicn  he  divided  among 
those  who  were  with  him  in  the  action,  and  gave  nothing  to  the  party  that  was  absent  on  duty.* 

""According  to  a  tradition  of  Mohammed,  whoever  cheateth  another  will  on  the  day  of 
judgment  carry  his  fraudulent  purchase  publicly  on  his  neck. 

1  Al  Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddio.  «  Idem.  3  Idem.         <  Al  Beid-lwi,  Jallalo'ddla.  *  AJ 
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soul  be  paid  what  he  hath  gained  ;  and  they  shall  not  be  treated  un- 
justly. Shall  he  therefore  who  followeth  that  which  is  well  pleasinp; 
unto  God,  be  as  he  who  bringeth  on  himself  wrath  from  GOD,  and 
whose  receptacle  is  hell?  an  evil  journey  shall  it  be  thither.  There 
shall  be  degrees  of  rewards  and punishmejits  with  GOD,  for  GOD  seeth 
what  they  do.  Now  hath  GoD  been  gracious  unto  the  believers  when 
he  raised  up  among  them  an  apostle  of  their  own  nation,"  who  should 
recite  his  signs  unto  them,  and  purify  them,  and  teach  them  the  book 
of  the  Koran  and  wisdom  ;°  whereas  they  were  before  in  manifest 
error.  After  a  misfortune  hath  befallen  you  at  Ohod  (ye  had  already 
obtained  two  equal  advantages),"^  do  ye  say.  Whence  cometh  this  ? 
Answer,  This  is  from  yourselves  '^  for  GOD  is  almighty.  And  what 
happened  unto  you,  on  the  day  whereon  the  two  armies  met,  was 
certainly  by  the  permission  of  GOD  ;  and  that  he  might  know  the  faith- 
ful, and  that  he  might  know  the  ungodly.  It  was  said  unto  them. 
Come,  fight  for  the  religion  of  God,  or  drive  back  the  enemy :  they 
answered,  If  we  had  known  ye  went  otct  to  fight,  we  had  certainly  fol- 
lowed you.''  They  were  on  that  day  nearer  unto  unbelief  than  they 
were  to  faith  ;  they  spake  with  their  m.ouths  what  was  not  in  their 
hearts  :  but  GOD  perfectly  knew  Vv'hat  they  concealed  ;  who  said  of 
their  brethren,  while  themselves  stayed  at  home,  if  they  had  obeyed  us, 
they  had  not  been  slain.  Say,  Then  keep  back  death  from  yourselves, 
if  ye  say  truth.  Thou  shalt  in  no  wise  reckon  those  who  have  been 
slain  at  Ohod  in  the  cause  of  GOD,  dead  ;  nay,  they  are  sustained  alive 
with  their  LORD,®  rejoicing  for  wdiat  GOD  of  his  favour  hath  granted 
them  ;  and  being  glad  for  those  who,  coming  after  them,  have  not  as 
yet  overtaken  them.  ;*  because  there  shall  no  fear  come  on  them, 
neither  shall  they  be  grieved.  They  are  filled  with  joy  for  the  favour 
which  they  have  received  horn  GOD,  and  his  bounty  ;  and  for  that  GOD 
suffereth  not  the  reward  of  the  faithful  to  perish.  They  who  hearkened 
unto  God  and  his  apostle,  after  a  wound  had  befallen  them  at  OJiod^ 

"  Some  copies,  instead  of  ;;//«  anfosihi)n,  i.e.,  of  theJiiselves,  read  tniti  nn/asihiin,  i.e.,  of 
*he  noblest  ajitojig  tlicin ;  for  such  was  the  tribe  of  Koreish,  of  which  Mohammed  was 
descended.! 

0  i.e.,  The  Sonna.2 

P  viz.,  In  the  battle  of  Bedr,  where  ye  slew  seventy  of  the  enemy,  equalling  the  number  of 
those  who  lost  their  lives  at  Ohod,  and  also  took  as  many  prisoners.^ 

q  It  was  the  consequence  of  your  disobeying  the  orders  of  the  prophet,  and  abandoning  your 
post  for  the  sake  of  plunder. 

'  That  IS,  if  we  had  conceived  the  least  hope  of  success  when  ye  marched  out  of  I.Tedina  to 
encounter  the  infidels,  and  had  not  known  that  ye  went  rather  to  certain  destruction  than  to 
bnille,  we  had  gone  with  you.  Rut  this  Mohammed  here  tells  them  was  only  a  feigned  excuse ; 
the  true  reason  of  their  staying  behind  being  their  want  of  faith  and  firmness  in  their  religion.'* 

^  See  before,  p.  17. 

*  i.e..  Rejoicing  also  for  their  sakes,  who  are  destined  to  suffer  martyrdom,  but  have  not  as 
yet. attained  it. 5 

"  The  commentators  differ  a  little  as  to  the  occassion  of  this  passage.  When  news  was 
brought  to  Mohammed,  after  the  battle  of  Ohod,  that  the  enemy,  repenting  of  their  retreat, 
v/ere  returning  towards  Medina,  he  called  about  him  those  who  had  stood  by  him  in  the  battle, 
and  marched  out  to  meet  the  enemy  as  far  as  Homara  al  Asad,  about  eight  miles  from  that 
town,  notwithstanding  several  of  his  men  were  so  ill  of  their  wounds  that  they  were  forced  to 
be  carried;  but  a  panic  fear  having  seized  the  army  of  the  Koreish,  they  changed  their  resolu- 
tion and  continued  their  march  home  ;  of  which  Mohammed  having  received  intelligence,  he 
also  went  back  to  Medina:  and,  according  to  some  commentators,  the  Koran  here  approves 
the  faith  and  courage  of  those  who  attended  the  prophet  on  this  occasion.  Others  say  the 
persons  intended  in  this  passage  were  those  who  went  with  Mohammed  the  next  year,  to  meet 

1  Idem,         2  Ideiu.        3  gee  before,  p.  33.         *  Al  BeiUawi.        *  Vide  Rev.  vi.  11. 
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such  of  them  as  do  good  works,  and  fear  God,  shall  have  a  great  re- 
ward ;  unto  whom  certain  men  said,  Verily  the  men  of  Mecca  ha\  e 
already  gathered  forces  against  you,  be  ye  therefore  afraid  of  them  :* 
but  this  increaseth  their  faith,  and  they  said,  GOD  is  our  support,  and 
the  most  excellent  patron.  Wherefore  they  returned  with  favour  from 
God,  and  advantage  -^  no  evil  befell  them  :  and  they  followed  what  was 
well  pleasing  unto  GOD  ;  for  GOD  is  endowed  with  great  liberality. 
Verily  that  devil^  would  cause  you  to  fear  his  friends  :  but  be  ye  not 
afraid  of  them  ;  but  fear  me,  if  ye  be  true  believers.  They  shall  not 
grieve  thee,  who  emulously  hasten  unto  infidelity  ;  for  they  shall  never 
hurt  God  at  all.  GOD  will  not  give  them  a  part  in  the  next  life,  and 
they  shall  suffer  a  great  punishment.  Surely  those  who  purchase  in- 
fidelity with  faith,  shall  by  no  means  hurt  GOD  at  all,  but  they  shah 
suffer  a  grievous  punishment.  And  let  not  the  unbelievers  think,  be- 
cause we  grant  them  lives  long  and  prosperous,  that  it  is  better  for  their 
souls  :  we  grant  them  long  and  prosperous  lives  only  that  their  iniquity 
may  be  increased ;  and  they  shall  suffer  an  ignominious  punishment. 
God  is  r\o\.  disposed io  leave  the  faithful  in  the  condition  which  ye  are  now 
in,*  until  he  sever  the  wicked  from  the  good  ;  nor  is  GOD  disposed  \.o  make 
you  acquainted  with  what  is  a  hidden  secret,  but  GOD  chooseth  such  of 
his  apostles  as  he  pleaseth,  to  reveal  his  tnijtd  unto  :^  believe  therefore 
in  God,  and  his  apostles ;  and  if  ye  believe,  and  fear  God^  ye  shall 
receive  a  great  reward.  And  let  not  those  who  are  covetous  of  what 
God  of  his  bounty  hath  granted  them,  imagine  that  their  avarice  is 
better  for  them  :  nay,  rather  it  is  worse  for  them.  That  which  they 
have  covetously  reserved  shall  be  bound  as  a  collar  about  their  neck,'' 
on  the  day  of  the  resurrection  :  unto  GOD  belongeth  the  inheritance 
of  heaven  and  earth  ;  and  GOD  is  well  acquainted  with  what  ye  do. 
GOD  hath  already  heard  the  saying  of  those  who  said.  Verily  GOD  is 

Aim  Soiian  and  the  Koreish,  according  tc  their  challenge,  at  Bedr.l  where  they  waited  some 
time  for  the  enemy,  and  then  returned  home ;  for  the  Koreish,  though  they  set  out  from  Mecca, 
yet  never  came  so  far  as  the  place  of  appointment,  their  hearts  failing  them  on  their  march ; 
which  Mohammed  attributed  to  their  being  struck  with  a  terror  from  Gou,2  This  expedition 
the  Arabian  histories  call  the  second,  or  lesser  expedition  of  I5edr. 

"^  The  persons  who  thus  endeavoured  to  discourage  the  Mohammedans  were,  according  to 
one  tradition,  some  of  the  tribe  of  Abd  Kais,  who,  going  to  Medina,  were  bribed  by  Abu  Sofuin 
with  a  camel's  load  ol  dried  raisins ;  and,  according  to  another  tradition,  it  was  Noaim  Ebn 
Masiid  al  Ashjai  who  was  also  bribed  with  a  she-camel  ten  months  gone  with  young  (a 
valuable  present  in  Arabia).  This  Noaim,  they  say,  finding  Mohammed  and  his  men  pre- 
paring for  the  expedition,  told  them  that  Abu  Sofian,  to  spare  them  the  pains  of  coming  so  far 
as  Bedr,  would  seek  them  in  their  own  houses,  and  that  none  of  them  could  possibly  escape 
otherwise  than  by  timely  flight.  Upon  which  Mohammed,  seeing  his  followers  a  little  dispirited, 
swore  that  he  would  go  himself  though  not  one  of  them  went  with  him.  And  accordingly  he 
set  out  with  seventy  horsemen,  every  one  of  them  crying  out,  Ilas/ma  Allah,  i.e.,  God  is  ouf 
suppoi't.'^ 

y  While  they  stayed  at  Bedr  expecting  the  enemy,  they  opened  a  kind  of  fair  there,  and 
traded  to  very  considerable  profit.-* 

^  Meaning  either  Noaim,  or  Abu  Sofian  himself. 

•  That  is,  he  will  not  suffer  the  good  and  sincere  among  you  to  continue  indiscriminately 
mixed  with  the  wicked  and  hypocritical. 

*>  This  passage  was  revealed  on  the  rebellious  and  disobedient  Mohammedans  telling 
Mohammed  that  if  he  wa^  a  true  prophet  he  could  easily  distinguish  those  who  sincerely 
believed  from  the  dissemblers.! 

'^  Mohammed  is  said  to  have  declared,  that  whoever  pays  not  his  legal  contribution  of  alnu 
duly  shall  have  a  serpent  twisted  about  his  neck  at  the  resurrection. a 

1  See  before,  p.  47,  note  2.  2  Al  Beidawi.  3  Idem,  Jallalc'ddin.  -*  Al  Beidawt 

1  Idbin.  s  Idem,  Jallalo'ddio. 
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poor,  and  we  are  rich  :^  we  will  surely  write  down  what  they  have  said, 
and  the  slaughter  which  they  have  made  of  the  prophets  without  a 
cause  ;  and  we  will  say  unto  them^  Taste  ye  the  pain  of  burning.  This 
shall  they  suffer  for  the  evil  which  their  hands  have  sent  before  them, 
and  because  GOD  is  not  unjust  towards  mankind  ;  who  also  say,  Surely 
God  hdth  commanded  us,  that  we  should  not  give  credit  to  any  apostle, 
until  one  should  come  unto  us  with  a  sacrifice,  which  should  be  con- 
svimed  by  fire."  Say,  Apostles  have  already  come  unto  you  before  me,' 
with  plain  proofs,  and  with  the  miracle  which  ye  mention  :  why  there- 
fore have  ye  slain  them,  if  ye  speak  truth?  If  they  accuse  thee  of  im- 
posture, the  apostles  before  thee  have  also  been  accounted  impostors, 
who  brought  evident  demonstrations,  and  the  scriptures,  and  the  book 
which  enlightened  the  tinderstandin^.  Every  soul  shall  taste  of  death, 
and  ye  shall  have  your  rewards  on  the  day  of  resurrection  ;  and  he  who 
shall  be  far  removed  from  hell  fire,  and  shall  be  admitted  into  paradise, 
shall  be  happy  :  but  the  present  life  is  only  a  deceitful  provision.  Ye 
shall  surely  be  proved  in  your  possessions,  and  iti  your  persons  ;  and 
ye  shall  bear  from  those  unto  whom  the  scripture  was  delivered  before 
you,  and  from  the  idolaters,  much  hurt :  but  if  ye  be  patient,  and  fear 
God,  this  is  a  matter  that  is  absolutely  determined.  And  when  God 
accepted  the  covenant  of  those  to  whom  the  book  of  the  law  was  given, 
sayings  Ye  shall  surely  publish  it  unto  mankind,  ye  shall  not  hide  it ; 
yet  they  threw  it  behind  their  backs,  and  sold  it  for  a  small  price ;  but 
woeful  is  the  price  for  which  they  have  sold  it.^  Think  not  that  they  who 
rejoice  at  what  they  have  done,  and  expect  to  be  praised  for  what  they 
have  not  done  -^  think  not,  O  prophet^  that  they  shall  escape  from 

d  It  is  related  that  Mohammed,  writing  to  the  Jews  of  the  tribe  of  Kainoka  to  invite  them 
to  Islam,  and  exhorting  them,  among  other  things,  in  the  words  of  the  Koran, 3  to  lend  tinto 
God  071  good  usury,  Phineas  Ebn  Azura,  on  hearing  that  expression,  said.  Surely  God  is  poor, 
nnce  they  ask  to  borrow  for  him.  Whereupon  Abu  Beer,  who  was  the  bearer  of  that  letter, 
truck  him  on  the  face,  and  told  him  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  truce  between  them,  he 
would  have  struck  off  his  head  ;  and  on  Phineas's  complaming  to  Mohammed  of  Abu  Beer's 
ill  usage,  this  passage  was  revealed. 4 

*  The  Jews,  say  the  commentators,  insisted  that  it  was  a  peculiar  proof  of  the  mission  of  all 
the  prophets  sent  to  them,  that  they  could,  by  their  prayers,  bring  down  fire  from  heaven  to 
consume  the  sacrifice,  and  therefore  they  expected  Mohammed  should  do  th'  like.  And  some 
Mohammedan  doctors  agree  that  God  appointed  this  miracle  as  the  test  of  all  their  propnets, 
except  only  Jesus  and  Mohammed  p  though  others  say  any  other  miracle  was  a  proof  lull  as 
Sufficient  as  the  bringing  down  fire  from  he  ven.6 

The  Arabian  Jews  seem  to  have  drawn  a  general  consequence  from  some  particular  instances 
of  this  mitarle  in  the  CJld  Tes.tameni.7  And  the  Jews  at  this  day  say,  that  first  the  fire  which 
fell  trom.  heaven  on  the  altar  ot  the  tabernacle,^  after  the  consecration  of  Aaron  and  his  sons, 
and  afterwards  that  which  descended  on  the  rltar  of  Solomon's  temple,  at  the  d  dication  of 
that  structure.^  was  fed  and  constantly  mamt?  ned  there  by  the  priests,  bnth  day  and  night, 
Mithoii't  being  suffered  once  to  go  out,  till  it  was  extinguished,  as  some  think,  in  the  reign  of 
Mauri.'.ses,!**  but,  according  to  the  more  received  opinion,  when  the  temple  was  destroyed  by 
the  Chaldeans.  Several  CnnstiansU  have  given  credit  to  this  assertion  of  the  Je>*s,  with  what 
reasrm  I  shall  not  here  inquire  ;  and  the  Jews,  in  consequence  of  this  notion,  might  probably 
expect  that  a  prophet  who  came  to  restore  God's  true  religion,  should  rekindle  for  them  this 
h:  avenly  fire,  which  they  have  not  been  favoured  with  since  the  Babylonish  captivity. 

f  Among  these  the  commentators  reckon  Zach.^rias  and  John  the  Baptist. 

%  i.e..  Dearly  shall  thev  p^y  hereifter  for  taking  bribes  to  stifle  the  truth.  Whoever  con- 
cealeth  the  knowledge  xvhich  God  has  given  him,  says  Mohammed,  God  shall  put  on  him  a 
bridle  o/fire  on  the  day  of  resurrection. 

^  i.e..  Who  think  they  have  done  a  commendaSle  deed  in  concealing  and  dissembling  the 
testimonies  in  the  Pentateuch  concerning  Mohammed,  and  in  disobeying  God's  commands  to 

3  Cap.  2,  p.  26.  4  Al  CeiJ.lwi.  5  Jallalo'ddin.  *  Al  Beidawi.  7  Lcvit.  ix.  2/^  ; 

I  Chroa.  x'xi.  26  ;  2  Chron.  vii.   t  ;  i  Kings  xviii.  3S.  8  Levit.  ix.  24.  ^  2  Chron.  viL  i 

W  Talmud,  Zebacliim,  c.  6.         ^  See  Prideaux's  Connect,  part  i,  bk.  iii.  p.  158. 
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punishment,  for  ihey  shall  suffer  a  piinful  punishment ;  and  unto  Gou 
belojigcih  the  kingdom  of  heaven  and  earth  ;  God  is  almighty.  Now 
in  the  creation  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  the  vicissitude  of  night  and 
day,  are  signs  unto  those  who  are  endued  with  understanding  ;  who 
remember  God  standing,  and  sitting,  and  lying  on  their  sides  -^  and 
meditate  on  the  creation  of  heaven  and  earth,  sayijtg,  O  LORD,  thou 
has  not  created  this  in  vain  ;  far  be  it  from  thee  :  therefore  deliver  us 
from  the  torment  oi  hell  fire  :  O  Lord,  surely  whom  thou  shall  throw 
into  the  fire,  thou  wilt  also  cover  with  shame  ;  nor  shall  the  ungodly 
have  any  to  help  them.  O  Lord,  we  have  heard  of  a  preacher"'^'  inviting 
us  to  the  faith,  and  saying^  Believe  in  your  Lord  :  and  we  believed. 
O  Lord,  forgive  us  therefore  our  sins,  and  expiate  our  evil  deeds  from 
US;  and  make  us  to  die  with  the  righteous.  O  Lord,  give  us  also  t/:e 
reiuard  which  thou  hast  promised  by  thy  apostles  :  and  cover  us  not 
wiih  shame  on  the  day  of  resurrection  ;  for  thou  art  not  contrary 
to  the  promise.  Their  Lord  therefore  answereth  them,  ^ayinj^,  I 
will  not  suffer  the  work  of  him  among  you  who  worketh  to  be  lost,, 
whether  he  be  male  or  female  :^  the  one  of  you  is  from  the  other.  They 
therefore  who  have  left  their  country,  and  have  been  turned  out  of  their 
houses,  and  have  suffered  for  my  sake,  and  have  been  slain  in  battle ; 
verily  I  will  expiate  their  evil  deeds  from  them,  and  I  will  surely  bring 
them  into  gardens  watered  by  rivers;  a  reward  from  GOD :  and  with 
God  is  the  most  excellent  reward.  Let  not  the  prosperous  dealing  of 
the  unbelievers  in  the  land  deceive  thee  :'"  it  is  but  a  slender  pro- 
vision;" and  then  their  receptacle  shall  be  hell;  an  unhappy  couch 
shall  it  be.  But  they  who  fear  their  Lord  shall  have  gardens  through 
which  rivers  flow,  they  shall  continue  therein  for  ever:  this  is  the  gift 
of  God  ;  for  what  is  with  GOD  shall  be  better  for  the  righteous  than 
short-lived  worldly  prosperity.  There  are  some  of  those  wh.o  have 
received  the  scriptures,  who  believe  in  GOD,  and  that  which  hath  been 
sent  down  unto  you,  and  that  which  hath  been  sent  down  to  them, 
subm" tting  tliemsclves  unto  GOD  f  they  tell  not  the  signs  of  GOD  for  a 

the  contrary.  It  is  said  that,  Mohammed  once  a-^king  some  Jews  concerning  a  passage  in 
their  law,  they  gave  him  an  answer  very  different  from  the  truth,  and  were  m'uhtily  pleased 
that  they  had,  as  they  thought,  deceived  him.  Others,  however,  think  this  p.iFsnge  relates  to 
some  pretended  Mohammedr^ns  who  rejo'ced  in  their  hypocrisy,  and  expected  to  be  com- 
mended fr;r  their  wickedness. 12 

>  viz.,  At  all  limes  and  in  ail  postures.  Al  Beidawi  mentions  a  saying  of  Mohimmed  to  on-; 
I;nran  Ebn  Hosein,  to  this  pinpose  :  Pray  standing,  if  thou  art  able ;  if  not,  silting;  and  ij 
thou  canst  not  sit  ii/>,  then  as  ikon  liest  along.  Al  Shafei  directs  that  the  sick  should  pray 
lyin?  on  their  right  side. 

^  ts'amcly,  Mohammed,  with  the  Koran. 

'  'I'liese  words  were  added,  as  some  relate,  on  Omm  Salma,  one  of  tlie  propliet's  wives, 
telling  him  that  she  had  observed  Geo  often  made  mention  of  the  men  who  lied  their  country 
for  the  sake  of  their  faiih,  but  took  no  notice  of  the  women. I 

'^'  The  original  word  properly  signifies  success  in  the  aff.xirs  of  life,  and  particularly  in  tr.adc. 
It  is  said  that  some  of  Mohammed's  followers  observing  the  prosperity  the  idolaters  enjoyed, 
expressed  their  regret  that  those  enemies  of  God  should  live  in  such  ease  and  plenty,  while 
themselves  were  perishing  for  hunger  and  fatigue  ;  whereupon  this  passage  was  revealed.* 

"  Because  of  its  short  continuance. 

"  The  persons  Iiere  meant,  some  will  have  to  be  Abda'l'.ah  Ebn  Sa!ani3  and  his  companions; 
ethers  suppose  they  were  forty  Aralis  of  Najran,  or  thirty-two  Ethiopian";,  or  c'^c  eiiiht  Greck.^, 
\VJio  were  converted  from  Ctiristianlty  to  Mohamniedism  ;  and  otiiers  say  this  passage  w;.s 
revealed  in  the  iiinlli  year  of  the  Hcjra,  when  Mohammed,  on  Gabriel's  bringing  him  the  \\c*i 
cf  ttio  death  of  Ashaina  king  of  Ethiophia,  who  had  embraced  the  Mohammedan  religion  some 

12  Al  Beidawi,         1  Idem.         2  Id  ni         3  Sec  before,  p   \\. 
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small  price :  these  shall  have  their  reward  with  their  Lord  ;  for  God 
is  swift  in  taking  an  account.^  O  true  believers,  be  patient,  and  strive 
to  excel  in  patience,  and  be  constant-minded,  and  fear  God,  that  ye 
may  be  happy. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

ENTITLED,  WOMEN  i*^   REVEALED   AT   MEDINA. 

IN   THE  NAME  OF   THE   MOST    MERCIFUL  GOD. 

OMEN,  fear  your  LORD,  who  hath  created  you  out  of  one  man,  and 
out  of  him  created  his  wife,  and  from  them  two  hath  multiplied 
many  men  and  women :  and  fear  GOD  by  whom  ye  beseech  one 
another;"^  diVidi  respect  women*  w//^  have  dome  you,  for  GoD  is  watching 
over  you.  And  give  the  orphans  when  they  come  to  age  their  substance ; 
and  rendtr  them  not  in  exchange  bad  for  good:*  and  devour  not  their 
substance,  by  adding  it  to  your  substance  ;  for  this  is  a  great  sin.  And 
if  ye  fear  that  ye  shall  not  act  with  equity  towards  orphans  of  the  female 
sex,  take  in  marriage  of  such  other  women  as  please  you,  two,  or  three, 
or  four,  ajtd  not  more.^  But  if  ye  fear  that  ye  cannot  act  equitably 
towards  so  many,  marry  one  only,  or  the  slaves  which  ye  shall  have 
acquired.*  This  will  be  easier,  that  ye  swerve  not  fro7n  righteousness. 
And  give  women  their  dowry  freely;  but  if  they  voluntarily  remit  unto 
you  any  part  of  it,  enjoy  it  with  satisfaction  and  advantage.  And 
give  not  unto  those  who  are  weak  of  understanding,  the  substance 
which  God  hath  appointed  you  to  preserve  for  them;  but  maintain 
them  thereout,  and  clothe  them,  and  speak  kindly  unto  them.     And 

years  before,^  prayed  for  the  soul  of  the  departed  ;  at  which  some  of  his  hypocritical  followers 
were  displeased,  and  wondered  that  he  should  pray  for  a  Christian  proselyte  whom  he  had 
never  seen.  5 

P  See  before,  p.  21,  and  the  Preliminary  Discourse,  Sect.  IV. 

1  This  title  was  given  to  this  chapter,  because  it  chiefly  treats  of  matters  relating  to  women; 
as,  marriages,  divorces,  dower,  prohibited  degrees,  &c. 

""  Saying,  I  bes^eech  thee  for  God's  sake.l 

'  Literally,  the  wombs. 

'  That  is,  take  not  what  ye  find  of  value  among  their  eflfectsto  your  own  use,  and  give  them 
v/orse  in  its  stead. 

u  The  commentators  understand  this  passage  differently.  The  true  meaning  se^ms  to  ba 
as  it  is  here  translated  ;  iNIohammed  advising  his  followers  that  if  they  found  they  should 
wrong  the  female  orphans  under  their  care,  either  by  marrying  them  against  their  inclinations, 
for  the  sake  of  their  riches  or  beauty,  or  by  not  using  or  maintaining  them  so  well  as  they 
ought,  by  reason  of  their  having  already  several  wives,  they  should  rather  choose  to  marry 
other  women,  to  avoid  all  occasion  of  sin. 2  Others  say  that  when  this  passage  was  revealed, 
many  of  the  Arabians,  fearing  trouble  and  temptation,  refused  to  take  upon  them  the  charge 
of  orphans,  and  yet  multiplied  wives  to  a  great  excess,  and  used  them  ill  ;  or,  as  others  write, 
tave  themselves  up  to  fornication  ;  which  occasioned  the  passage.  And  according  to  these, 
its  meaning  must  be  either  that  if  they  feared  they  could  not  act  justly  towards  orphans,  they 
had  as  great  reason  to  apprehend  they  could  not  deal  equitably  with  so  many  wives,  and  there- 
fore are  commanded  to  marry  but  a  certain  number;  or  els^,  that  siuce  fornication  was  a 
crime  as  well  as  wronging  of  orphans,  they  ought  to  avoid  that  also,  by  marrying  according  to 
their  abilities."* 

«  For  slaves  requiring  not  so  large  a  dower,  nor  so  good  avid  plentiful  a  maintenance  as  free 
women,  a  man  might  keep  several  of  the  former,  as  easily  as  oii«  of  the  latter. 

•*  See  the  Preiim.  Discourse,  Sect.  II.  *  Al  Beidawi.  I  ideia,  '  Idem. 

'  Idem,  Jyll.^lo'ddia. 
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examine  ihe  orphansy  until  they  attain  the  age  of  marriage  :"  but  if  ye 
perceive  they  are  able  to  manage  their  affairs  well,  deliver  their  sub- 
stance unto  them  ;  and  waste  it  not  extravagantly,  or  hastily,  because 
they  grow  up.*  Let  him  who  is  rich  abstain  entirely  from  the  orphan's 
estates ;  and  let  him  who  is  poor  take  thereof  according  to  what  shall 
be  reasonable.^  And  when  ye  deliver  their  substance  unto  them,  call 
witnesses  thereof  in  their  presence  :  GoD  taketh  sufficient  account  oj 
yonr  actions.  Men  ought  to  have  a  part  of  what  their  parents  and 
kindred  leave  behind  them  when  they  die :  and  women  also  ought  to 
have  a  part  of  what  their  parents  and  kindred  leave,"  whether  it  be 
little,  or  whether  it  be  much  ;  a  determinate  part  is  due  to  them.  And 
when  they  who  are  of  kin  are  present  at  the  dividing  of  what  is  left^ 
and  also  the  orphans,  and  the  poor  ;  distribute  unto  them  some  part 
thereof;  and  if  the  estate  be  too  small.,  at  least  speak  comfortably  unto 
them.  And  let  those  fear  to  abuse  orpJians^  who  if  they  leave  behind 
them,  a  weak  offspring,  are  solicitous  for  them :  let  them  therefore  fear 
God,  and  speak  that  which  is  convenient.^  Surely  they  who  devour 
the  possessions  of  orphans  unjustly,  shall  swallow  down  nothing  but 
tire  into  their  bellies,  and  shall  broil  in  raging  flames.  GOD  hath  thus 
commanded  you  concerning  your  children.  A  male  shall  have  as  much 
as  the  share  of  two  females  :®  but  if  they  be  females  only,  and  above 
two  /;/  nu7nber,  they  shall  have  two  third  parts  of  what  the  deceased 
shall  leave  ;^  and  if  there  be  but  one,  she  shall  have  the  half  8  And 
the  parents  of  the  deceased  shall  have  each  of  them  a  sixth  part  of  what 
he  shall  leave,  if  he  have  a  child  :  but  if  he  have  no  child,  and  his 
parents  be  his  heirs,  then  his  mother  shall  have  the  third  part.*^  And  if 
he  have  brethren,  his  mother  shall  have  a  sixth  part,  after  the  legacies' 
which  he  shall  bequeath,  and  his  debts  be  paid.  Ye  know  not  whether 
your  parents  or  your  children  be  of  greater  use  unto  you.     This  is  an 

y  i.e.,  Try  whether  they  be  well  grounded  in  the  principles  of  religion,  and  have  sufficient 
prudence  for  tlie  management  of  their  affairs.  Under  this  expression  laalso  comprehended  the 
duty  of  a  curator's  instructing  his  pupil?  in  those  respects. 

z  Or  age  of  maturity,  which  is  generally  reckoned  to  be  fifteen  ;  a  decision  supported  by  a 
tradition  of  their  prophet,  though  Abu  Hanifah  thinks  eighteen  the  proper  .age.l 

a  i.e.,  Because  they  will  shortly  be  of  age  to  receive  what  belongs  to  them. 

l>  That  is,  no  more  than  what  shall  make  sufficient  recompense  for  the  trouble  of  their 
education. 

^  This  law  was  given  to  abolish  a  custom  of  the  pagan  Arabs,  who  suffered  not  women  or 
children  to  have  any  part  of  their  husband's  or  father's  inheritance,  on  pretence  th.it  they  only 
should  inherit  who  were  able  to  go  to  war.2 

d  viz.,  Either  to  comfort  the  ciiildren,  or  to  assure  the  dying  father  they  shall  be  justly  dealt 
by.a 

*=  This  is  the  general  rule  to  be  followed  in  the  distribution  of  the  estate  of  the  deceased,  as 
may  be  observed  in  the  following  cases.4 

f  Or  if  there  be  two  and  no  more,  they  will  have  the  same  share. 

e  And  the  remaining  tliird  part,  or  the  remaining  moiety  of  the  estate,  which  is  not  here  ex- 
pressly disposed  of,  if  the  deceased  leaves  behind  him  no  son,  nor  a  father,  goes  to  the  puMic 
treasury.  It  must  be  observed  that  Mr.  Seldcn  is  certainly  mistaken  when,  in  explaining  this 
passage  of  the  Koran,  he  says,  that  where  there  is  a  son  and  an  only  daughter,  each  of  them 
will  ifave  a  moiety  :5  for  the  daughter  can  have  a  moiety  but  in  one  case  only,  that  is,  where 
ti^.cre  is  no  son  ;  for  if  there  be  a  son,  she  can  have  but  a  third,  according  to  the  above-men- 
tioned rule. 

'»  And  his  father  consequently  the  other  two-thirds.6 

>  By  legacies,  in  this  and  the  following  passages,  arc  chiefly  meant  those  bequeathed  k)  pious 
up.e? ;  foi  the  Mohammedans  approve  not  of  a  person's  giving  away  his  substance  from  his 
(amily  and  near  relations  on  any  other  account. 

1  Al  Beidawi.  -  Idem.  ^  Idem.  •*  Vide  Prelim.  DL<u;.  Sect.  VI.         *  Soldcn,  'Ic 

Success,  ad  l.eges  Ebraior.  1.  i,  c  i.        ^  Al  Uevdawi. 
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ordinance  from  GoD,  and  God  is  knov/ing  and  wise.  Moreover  ye  may 
claim  half  of  what  your  wives  shall  leave,  if  they  have  no  issue  ;  but  if 
they  have  issue,  then  ye  shall  have  the  fourth  part  of  what  they  shall 
leave,  a^ter  the  legacies  which  they  shall  bequeath,  and  the  debts  be 
paid.  They  also  shall  have  the  fourth  part  of  what  ye  shall  leave,  in  case 
ye  have  no  issue  ;  but  if  ye  have  issue,  then  they  shall  have  the  eighth 
part  of  what  ye  shall  leave,  after  the  legacies  which  ye  shall  bequeath 
and  your  debts  be  paid.  And  if  a  man  or  woman's  substance  be  in- 
herited by  a  distant  relation,''  and  he  or  she  have  a  brother  or  sister  ; 
each  of  them  two  shall  have  a  sixth  part  of  the  estate}  But  if  there  be 
more  than  this  mtmber,  they  shall  be  equal  sharers  in  a  third  part,  after 
paymetit  ^the  legacies  which  shall  be  bequeathed,  and  the  debts,  with- 
out prejudice  to  the  heirs.  This  is  an  ordinance  from  GOD  :  and  GOD 
is  knowing  and  gracious.  These  are  the  statutes  of  GOD.  And  whoso 
obeyeth  GOD  and  his  apostle,  God  shall  lead  him  into  gardens  wherein 
rivers  flow, they  shall  continue  therein  for  ever;  and  this  shall  be  great 
happiness.  But  whoso  disobeyeth  God,  and  his  apostle,  and  trans- 
gresseth  his  statutes,  GOD  shall  cast  him  into  hell  fire ;  he  shall  remain 
therein  for  ever,  and  he  shall  suffer  a  shameful  punishment.  If  any  of 
your  women  be  guilty  of  whoredom, "^produce  four  witnesses  from  among 
you  against  them,  and  if  they  bear  witness  against  them,  imprison  them 
in  separate  apartments  until  death  release  them,  or  God  affordeth  them 
a  way  to  escape}^  And  if  two  of  you  commit  the  like  wickedness^ 
punish  them  both  ?  but  if  they  repent  and  amend,  let  them  both 
alone  ;  for  GOD  is  easy  to  be  reconciled  and  mercifuL  Verily  repent- 
ance will  be  accepted  with  GOD,  from  those  who  do  evil  ignorantly,  and 
then  repent  speedily;  unto  them  will  GOD  be  turned  :  for  GOD  is  know- 
mg  and  wise.  But  no  repentance  shall  be  accepted  from  those  who  do 
■j'vil  until  the  time  when  death  presenteth  itself  unto  one  of  them,  aiui 
he  saith,  Verily  I  repent  now  ;  nor  unto  those  who  die  unbelievers  :  for 
them  have  we  prepared  a  grievous  punishment.     O  true  believers,  it  is 

^  For  this  may  happen  by  contract,  or  on  some  other  special  occasion. 

1  Here,  and  in  the  next  case,  the  brother  and  sister  are  made  equal  sharers,  which  is  an 
exception  to  the  general  rule,  of  giving  a  male  twice  as  much  as  a  female  ;  and  the  reason  is 
said  to  be  because  of  the  smaliness  of  the  portions,  which  deserve  not  such  exactness  of  dis- 
tribution ;  for  in  other  cases  the  rule  holds  between  brother  and  sister,  as  well  as  other  relations. 1 

"*  Either  adultery  or  fornication. 

"  Their  punishment,  in  the  beginning  of  Mohammedism,  was  to  be  immured  till  they  died, 
but  afterwards  this  cruel  doom  was  mitigated,  and  they  might  avoid  it  by  undergoing  the 
punishment  ordained  in  its  stead  by  the  Sonna,  according  to  which  the  maidens  are  to  be 
scourged  with  a  hundred  stripes,  and  to  be  banished  for  a  full  year;  and  the  married  women 
to  be  stoned. 2 

0  The  cornmentators  are  not  agreed  whether  the  text  speaks  of  fornication  or  sodomy.  Al 
Zamakhshari,  and  frorn  him,  al  Beidawi,  supposes  the  former  is  here  meant :  but  Jallalo'ddin  is 
of  opinion  that  the  crime  intended  in  this  passage  must  be  committed  between  two  men,  and 
not  between  a  man  and  a  woman  ;  not  only  because  the  pronouns  are  in  the  masculine  gender, 
but  because  both  are  ordered  to  suffer  the  same  slight  punishment,  and  are  both  allowed  the 
same  repentance  and  indulgence  ;  and  especially  for  that  a  different  and  much  severer  punisli- 
ment  is  appointed  for  the  women  in  the  preceding  words.  Abu'l  Kasem  Hebatallah  takes 
simple  fornication  to  be  the  crime  intended,  and  that  this  passage  is  abrogated  by  that  of  t'ne 
24th  chapter,  where  the  man  and  the  woman  who  shall  be  guilty  of  fornication  aie  ordered  to 
be  scourged  with  a  hundred  stripes  each. 

P  The  original  is.  Do  them  some  hitrt  or  damage:  by  which  some  understand  that  they  are 
only  to  reproach  rhem  in  public,3  or  strike  them  on  the  head  with  their  slippers'*  (a  great  indig- 
nity in  the  east),  though  some  imagine  they  may  be  scourged.-''     • 

1  See  this  chapter,  near  the  end.  "-  Jallalo'ddin.  3  Jallalo'ddin,  Yahya,  Abul  Ka^eni 
Habatallah,  al  Beidawi.           ♦  Jallalo'ddin   al  Beidawi.         o  Al  Bo-ijawi, 
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not  lawfiil  for  you  to  be  heirs  of  women  against  their  will,^  nor  to  hinder 
them  fro7n  marryhig  others^  that  ye  may  take  away  part  of  what  ye 
have  given  them  in  dowry ;  unless  tliey  have  been  guilty  of  a  manifest 
crime  :*  but  converse  kindly  with  them.  And  if  ye  hate  them,  it  may 
happen  that  ye  may  hate  a  thing  wherein  GOD  hath  placed  much  good. 
If  ye  be  desirous  to  exchange  a  wife  for  another  wife,'  and  ye  have 
already  given  one  of  them  a  talent ;"  take  not  away  anything  there- 
from :*'  will  ye  take  it  by  slandering  her^  and  doing  her  manifest  injus- 
tice ?  And  how  can  ye  take  it,  since  the  one  of  you  hath  gone  in  unto 
the  other,  and  they  have  received  from  you  a  firm  covenant  ?  Marry 
not  women  whom  your  fathers  have  had  to  wife  (except  what  is 
already  past)  :  for  this  is  uncleanness,  and  an  abomination,  and  an  evil 
way.  Ye  are  forbidden  to  many  your  mothers,  and  your  daughters, 
and  your  sisters,  and  your  aunts  both  on  the  father's  and  on  the  mother's 
side,  and  your  brother's  daughters,  and  your  sister's  daughters,  and  your 
mothers  who  have  given  you  suck,  and  your  foster-sisters,  and  your  wives' 
mothers,  and  your  daughters-in-law  which  are  under  your  tuition,  born 
of  your  wives  unto  whom  ye  have  gone  in  (but  if  ye  have  not  gone  in 
unto  them,  it  shall  be  no  sin  in  you  to  marry  theiti)^  and  the  wives  of 
your  sons  who  proceed  out  of  your  loins  ;  and  ye  are  also  forbiddeti  to 
take  to  wife  two  sisters  ;>  except  what  is  already  past :  for  GOD  is  gracious 
and  merciful.  (V.)  Ye  are  7i\so  forbidden  to  take  to  wife  (vq-Q  woiwQn  who 
are  married^  except  those  wonieii  whom  your  right  hands  shall  possess 
as  slaves?"  This  is  ordained  you  from  GOD.  Whatever  is  beside  this, 
is  allowed  you  ;  that  ye  may  with  your  substance  provide  wives  for 
yourselves,  acting  that  which  is  right,  and  avoiding  whoredom.  And 
for  the  advantage  which  ye  receive  from  them,  give  them  their  re- 
ward,^ according  to  what  is  ordained :  but  it  shall  be  no  crime  in  you 
to  make  any  other  agreement  among  yourselves,^  after  the  ordinance 
shall  be  complied  with  ;  for  GOD  is  knowing  and  wise.  Whoso  among 
you  hath  not  means  sufficient  that  he  may  marry  free  women,  who 
are  believers,  let  him  marry  with  such  of  your  maid-servants  whom 
your  right  hands  possess,  as  are  true  believers  ;  for  GOD  well  knoweth 

1  It  was  customary  among  the  pagan  Arabs,  when  a  man  died,  for  one  of  his  relations  to 
claim  a  right  to  his  widow,  which  he  asserted  by  throwing  his  gainient  over  her;  and  then  he 
either  married  her  himself,  if  he  thought  fit,  on  assigning  her  t)ie  same  dower  that  her  former 
husband  had  done,  or  kept  her  dower  and  married  her  to  another,  or  else  refused  to  let  her 
marry  unless  slie  redeemed  herself  by  quitting  what  she  might  claim  of  her  husband's  goods.^ 
This  unjust  custom  is  abolished  by  this  passage. 

'"  Some  say  these  words  are  directed  to  husbands  who  used  to  i:nprison  their  wives  without 
any  just  cause,  and  out  of  covetousness,  merely  to  make  ihem  relinquish  their  duwer  or  iheir 
inheritance.  2 

^  Such  as  disobedience,  ill  behaviour,  immodesty,  and  the  like.3 

'  That  is,  by  divorcing  one,  and  marrying  another. 

"  i.e.,  Ever  so  large  a  dower. 

*  See  chapter  2,  p.  25. 

y  The  same  was  also  prohibited  by  the  Levitlcal  law.4 

^  According  to  this  passage  it  is  not  lawful  to  marry  a  free  woman  that  is  already  married, 
be  she  a  Mohammedan  or  not,  unless  she  be  legally  parted  from  her  husband  by  divorce;  but 
it  is  lawful  to  marry  tliose  who  are  slaves,  or  taken  in  war,  after  they  shall  have  gone  through 
the  proper  purifications,  though  their  husbands  be  living.  Yet,  according  to  the  decision  of 
Abu  Hanifah,  it  is  not  lawful  to  marry  such  whose  husbands  shall  be  taken,  or  in  actual 
slavery  with  them.l 

■'  That  is,  assign  tlieni  their  dower. 

'*'  That  is,  cither  to  increase  the  dower,  or  to  abate  some  part  or  even  llie  whole  of  it. 

1  Al  Beidcuvi.         -  kkin.         !' Idem.         •lLevit.xvili.i3.        ^  Al  Ikid.iwi. 
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your  faith.  Ye  are  the  one  from  the  other  :°  therefore  marry  them 
with  the  consent  of  their  masters  ;  and  give  them  tlieir  dower  according 
to  justice ;  suc/t  as  are  modest,  not  guilty  of  whoredom,  nor  enter- 
taining lovers.  And  when  they  are  married,  if  they  be  guilty  of  adul- 
tery, they  shall  suffer  half  the  punishment  which  is  appointed  for  the 
free  women.^  This  is  alloiued  unto  him  among  you,  who  feareth  to  sin 
by  marrying  free  women;  but  if  ye  abstain  y'r^^m  marrying  slaves,  it  will 
be  better  for  you  ;  GOD  is  gracious  and  merciful.  GOD  is  willing  to 
declare  ilicse  things  unto  you,  and  to  direct  you  according  to  the  ordi- 
nances of  those  who  have  gone  before  you,®  and  to  be  merciful  unto 
you.  God  is  knowing  and  wise.  GoD  desireth  to  be  gracious  unto 
you  ;  but  they  who  follow  their  lusts/ desire  that  ye  should  turn  aside 
from  the  truth  with  great  deviation.  GO'D  is  minded  to  make  his 
religion  light  unto  you  :  for  man  was  created  weak.^  O  true  believers, 
consume  not  your  wealth  among  yourselves  in  vanity  ;'^  unless  there  be 
merchandizing  among  you  by  mutual  consent :  neither  slay  yourselves  '} 
for  God  is  merciful  towards  you :  and  whoever  doth  this  maliciously'" 
and  wickedly,  he  will  surely  cast  him  to  be  broiled  in  hell  fire  ;  and 
this  is  easy  with  GOD.  If  ye  turn  aside  from  the  grievous  sins,^  o{ 
those  which  ye  are  forbidden  to  commity  we  will  cleanse  you  from  your 
smaller  faults ;  and  will  introduce  you  into  paradise  \v\\.\\  an  honourable 
entry.  Covet  not  that  which  God  hath  bestowed  on  some  of  you  pre- 
ferably to  others."^  Unto  the  men  shall  be  given  a  portion  of  what 
they  shall  have  gained,  and  unto  the  women  shall  be  given  a  portion 
of  what  they  shall  have  gained  ;"  therefore  ask  God  of  his  bounty ;  for 

'^  Being  alike  descended  from  Adam,  and  of  the  snme  faith.  2 

^  The  reason  of  this  is  becau.se  tliey  are  not  presumed  to  have  had  so  good  education.  A 
slave,  therefore,  in  such  a  case,  is  to  liave  fifty  stripes,  and  to  be  banished  for  half  a  year  ;  but 
bhe  shall  not  be  stoned,  because  it  is  a  punishment  which  cannot  be  inflicted  by  halves."* 

*^  viz.,  Of  the  prophets,  and  other  holy  and  prudent  men  of  former  ages.4 

^  Some  commentators  suppose  that  these  v/ords  have  a  particular  regard  to  the  Magians, 
who  formerly  were  frequently  guilty  of  incestuous  marriages,  their  prophet  Zerdusht  having 
allowed  them  to  take  their  mothers  and  sisters  to  wife:  and  also  to  the  Jews,  who  likewise 
might  marry  within  some  of  the  degrees  here  prohibited. ^ 

6  Being  unable  to  refrain  from  women,  and  too  subject  to  be  led  away  by  carnal  appetites.^ 

'i  That  is,  employ  it  not  in  things  prohibited  by  God;  such  as  usury,  extortion,  ranins, 
gaming,  and  the  iil;e.7 

'  Literally,  slay  not  your  souls ;  i.e.,  says  Jallalo'ddin,  by  committing  mortal  sins,  or  such 
crimes  as  will  destroy  them.  Others,  however,  are  of  opinion  tliat  self-murder,  which  tlie 
gentile  Indians  did,  and  ttill  do",  often  practise  in  honour  of  their  idols,  or  else  the  taking  awaj 
the  Hfe  of  any  true  believer,  is  hereby  forbidden. 8 

^  See  Wisdom  xvi.  14,  in  the  Vulgate. 

'  These  sins  al  Beidawi,  from  a  tradition  of  Mohammed,  reckons  to  be  seven  (equalling  in 
number  the  sins  called  deadly  by  Christians),  that  is  to  say,  idolatry,  murder,  falsely  accusing 
modest  women  of  adultery,  wasting  the  substance  of  orphans,  taking  of  usury,  desertion  in  a 
religiou.s  expedition,  and  disobedience  to  parents.  But  Elm  Abbiis  says  they  amount  to  ncai 
seven  hundred  ;  and  others  suppose  that  idolatry  only,  of  different  kinds,  in  worshipping  idols 
or  any  creature,  either  in  opposition  to  or  jointly  with  the  true  God,  is  here  intended  ;  that  sin 
being  generally  esteemed  by  Mohammedans,  and  in  a  fev/  lines  after  declared  by  the  Koian 
itself,  to  be  the  only  one  which  Goo  will  not  pardon. ^ 

^  Such  as  honour,  power,  riches,  and  other  worldly  advantages.  Some,  however,  understand 
this  of  the  distribution  of  inheritances  according  to  the  preceding  determinations,  whereby  som# 
have  a  larger  share  than  others." 

_"  That  is,  they  shall  Ije  blessed  according  to  their  deserts;  and  ought,  therefore,  instead  of 
displeasing  Gou  by  envying  of  others,  to  endeavour  to  merit  his  favour  by  good  work-,  ii:d  tg 
apply  to  him  by  prayer, 

2  Idem.  3  Idem,  «  Jallalo'ddin.     Al  Beidawi.  &  .M  I'eidawi.  6  J  Jem, 

Jallalo'ddin,  ?  Idem.  8  Idem.  1  Idem.      See  before,  c.  2,  p.  10.  8  Idem, 

Jalialo'ddia 
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(iOD  is  omniscient.  We  have  appointed  unto  every  one  kindred,  to 
inherit  part  of  what  their  parents  and  relations  shall  leave  at  their 
deaths.  And  unto  those  with  whom  your  right  hands  have  made  an 
alliance,  give  their  part  of  the  inherita7icef  for  GOD  is  witness  of  all 
things.  Men  shall  have  the  pre-eminence  above  women,  because  of 
those  advantages  wherein  GOD  hath  caused  the  one  of  them  to  excel 
the  other,^  and  for  that  which  they  exp:;nd  of  their  substance  in  main- 
taining their  wives.  The  honest  women  are  obedient,  careful  in  the 
absence  of  their  husbands^  for  that  GOD  preserveth  them,  by  com- 
mitting them  to  the  care  and  protection  of  the  men.  But  those,  whose 
perverseness  ye  shall  be  apprehensive  of,  rebuke  ;  and  remove  them 
into  separate  apartments,*'  and  chastise  them.*  But  if  they  shall  be 
obedient  unto  you,  seek  not  an  occasion  of  quarrel  against  them ;  for 
God  is  high  and  great.  And  if  yc  fear  a  breach  between  the  husband 
and  wife,  send  a  judge*  out  of  his  family,  and  a  judge  out  of  her 
family  :  if  they  shall  desire  a  reconciliation,  GOD  will  cause  them  to 
agree  ;  for  GOD  is  knowing  and  wise.  Serve  GOD,  and  associate  no 
creature  with  him ;  and  show  kindness  unto  parents,  and  relations,  and 
orphans,  and  the  poor,  and  yoi^r  neighbour  who  is  of  kin  to  you,"  and 
also  your  neighbour  who  is  a  stranger,  and  to  your  familiar  companion, 
and  the  traveller,  and  the  captives  whom  your  right  hands  shall 
possess  ;  for  GOD  loveth  not  the  proud  or  vainglorious,  who  are  covet- 
ous, and  recommend  covetousness  unto  men,  and  conceal  that  which 
God  of  his  bounty  hath  given  them*  (we  have  prepared  a  shameful 
punishment  for  the  unbelievers) ;  and  who  bestow  their  wealth  in 
charity  to  be  observed  of  men,  and  believe  not  in  GOD,  nor  in  the  last 
day;  and  whoever  hath  Satan  fcr  a  companion,  an  evil  companion 
hath  he  /  And  what  Jiarm  would  befall  them  if  they  should  believe  in 
God  and  the  last  day,  and  give  alms  out  of  that  which  GOD  hath 
bestowed  on  them  ?  smce  God  knoweth  them  wxio  do  this.  Verily 
God  will  not  wrong  any  one  even  the  weight  of  an  ant  ?  and  if  it  be  a 
good  action,  he  will  double  it,  and  will  recompense  it  in  his  sight  with 
a  great  reward.     How  will  it  be  with  the  unbelievers  when  we  shall 

0  A  precept  conformable  to  an  old  custom  of  the  Arabs,  that  where  persons  mutually  entered 
into  a  strict  friendship  or  confederacy,  the  surviving  friend  should  have  a  sixth  part  of  the  de- 
ceased's estate.  But  this  was  afterwards  abrogated,  according  to  Jallalo'ddin  and  al  Zamakh- 
shari,  at  least  as  to  infidels.  The  passage  may  likewise  be  understood  of  a  private  contract, 
whereby  the  survivor  is  to  inherit  a  certain  part  of  the  substance  of  him  that  dies  first.3 

P  Such  as  superior  understanding  and  strength,  and  the  other  privileges  of  the  male  sex,  which 
enjoys  the  dignities  in  church  and  stale,  goes  co  war  in  defence  of  God's  true  religion,  and  claims 
a  double  share  of  their  deceased  ancestors'  estates.'* 

•1  Both  to  preserve  their  husband's  substance  from  loss  or  waste,  and  themselves  from  all 
degrees  of  iinmodesty.5 

''  That  is,  banish  them  from  your  bed. 

'  By  this  passage  the  Mohammedans  are  in  plain  terms  allowed  to  beat  their  wives,  in  cas€ 
of  stubborn  disobedience  ;  but  not  in  a  violent  or  dangerous  manner. <> 

'  i  e..  Let  the  magistrate  first  send  two  arbitrators  or  mediators,  one  on  each  side,  to  compos* 
the  difference,  and  prevent,  if  possible,  the  ill  consequences  of  an  open  rupture. 

"  Either  of  your  own  nation  or  religion. 

^  Whether  it  be  wealth,  knowledge,  or  any  other  talent  whereby  they  may  help  their  neigh- 
Viour. 

)'  Either  by  diiuinishing  the  recompense  due  to  his  good  actions,  or  too  severely  punishing 
his  sins.  On  the  contrary,  he  will  reward  tlic  former  in  the  next  life  far  above  their  deserL^. 
Tlie  Aral;ic  word  ciharra,  which  is  translated  an  ant,  signifies  a  very  small  sort  of  that  insect, 
and  is  used  to  denote  a  thing  tiiat  is  exceeding  small,  as  a  Uiiie. 

'  Vide  al  Bcjdawi.         *  Idem.         6  Idem,  JalLIv'ddia         '  Idem. 
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bring  a  witness  out  of  each  nation  against  itself^  and  shall  bring  thee, 
O  Mohainmed^  a  witness  against  these  people?'-^  In  that  clay  they  who 
have  not  believed,  and  have  rebelled  against  the  apostle  of  God,  shall 
wish  the  earth  was  levelled  with  them ;  and  they  shall  not  be  able  to 
hide  any  matter  from  GOD.  O  true  believers,  come  not  to  prayers  when 
ye  are  drunk,'^  until  ye  understand  what  ye  say ;  nor  when  ye  are  pol- 
luted by  emission  of  seed,  unless  ye  be  travelling  on  the  road,  until  ye 
wash  yourselves.  Jkit  if  ye  be  sick,  or  on  a  journey,  or  any  of  you  come 
from  easing  nature,  or  have  touched  women,  and  find  no  water ;  take 
fine  clean  sand  and  rub  your  faces  and  your  hands  f.herewithf  for  GOD 
is  merciful  and  inclined  to  forgive.  Hast  thou  not  observed  those  unto 
whom  part  of  the  scripture*^  was  delivered.'*  they  sell  error,  and  desire 
that  ye  may  wander  from  the  rigJU  way ;  but  GOD  well  knoweth  you? 
enemies.  GOD  is  a  sufficient  patron,  and  God  is  a  sufficient  helper. 
Of  the  Jews  there  are  some  who  pervert  words  from  their  places  f  and 
say,  We  have  heard,  and  have  disobeyed ;  and  do  thou  hear  without 
understanding  our  meaning^  and  look  upon  us  -.^  perplexing  with  their 
tongues,  and  reviling  the  true  religion.  But  if  they  had  said,  We  have 
heard,  and  do  obey ;  and  do  thou  hear,  and  regard  us  -^  certainly  it 
were  better  for  them,  and  more  right.  But  GOD  hath  cursed  them  by 
reason  of  their  infidelity ;  therefore  a  few  of  iJiein  only  shall  believe. 
O  ye  to  whom  the  scriptures  have  been  given,  believe  in  the  revelation 
which  we  have  sent  down,  confirming  that  which  is  with  you ;  before 
we  deface  your  countenances,  and  render  them  as  the  back  parts 
thereof;'  or  curse  them,  as  we  cursed  those  who  transgressed  on  the 
sabbath  day  ;^  and  the  command  of  God  was  fulfilled.  Surely  GOD 
will  not  pardon  the  giving  him  an  equal  -}  but  will  pardon  any  other 
siuy  except  that,  to  whom  he  pleaseth  -J^  and  whoso  giveth  a  companion 

*  When  the  prophet  who  was  sent  to  each  nation  in  particular,  shall  on  the  last  day  be  pro- 
duced to  give  evidence  against  such  of  them  as  refused  to  believe  on  him,  or  observed  net  the 
laws  which  he  brought. 

»  That  is,  the  Arabians,  to  whom  Mohammed  was,  as  he  pretended,  more  peculiarly  sent.^ 
^  It  is  related,  that  before  the  prohibition  of  wine,  Abd'alrahman  Ebn  Awf  made  an  entertain- 
ment, to  which  he  invited  several  of  the  apostle's  companions  ;  and  after  they  had  ate  and 
drunk  plentifully,  the  hour  of  evening  prayer  being  come,  one  of  the  company  rose  up  to  pray, 
but  being  overcome  with  liquor,  made  a  shameful  blunder  in  reciting  a  passage  of  the  Koran  ; 
A-hereupon  to  prevent  the  danger  of  any  such  indecency  for  the  future,  this  passage  was  re- 
vealed.'^ 

*  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV. 

d  Meanmg  the  Jews,  and  particularly  their  Rabbins. 

*  That  is  (according  to  the  commentators),  who  change  the  true  sense  of  the  Pentateuch  by 
dislocaimg  passages,  or  by  wresting  the  words  according  to  their  own  fancies  and  lusts.3 
Dut  Mohammed  seems  chiefly  to  intend  here  the  Jews  bantering  ot  him  in  their  aodresses,  by 
in.ikiiig  use  of  equivocal  words,  seeming  to  bear  a  good  sen-.e  in  Arabic,  but  spoken  by  them 
in  dtrision  according  to  their  acceptation  in  Hebrew;  an  instance  of  which  he  gives  in  the 
followuig  words. 

f  Literally,  without  hein^^  made  to  hear  or  apprehend  what  we  say. 

6  The  original  word  is  Raina,  which  being  a  term  of  reproach  in  Hebrew,  Mohammed  for- 
bade  their  using  to  liim.^ 

^  In  Arabic,  OndJiorna  ;  which  having  no  ill  equivocal  meaning,  the  prophet  ordered  them 
to  use  instead  of  the  former. 

»  That  is,  perfectly  plain,  without  eyes,  nose,  or  mouth.  The  original,  however,  may  also 
be  translated,  and  turn  thetn  behind,  by  wringing  their  necks  backward. 

k  And  were  therefore  changed  into  apes.* 

'  That  is.  idolatry  of  all  kinds. 

"*  viz.,  To  those  who  repent. 6 

1  See  before,  c.  2,  p.  16.  2  Al  Beidawl  8  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin.  <  See  before,  c.  2,  p.  13. 
*  See  before,  c.  2,  p.  8.        6  Al  Beidawi. 
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unto  God,  hath  devised  a  great  wickedness.     Hast  thou  not  observed 

those  who  justify  themselves?"  But  GOD  justifieth  whomsoever  he 
pleaseth,  nor  shall  ihey  be  wronged  a  hair."  Behold,  how  they  imagine 
a  lie  against  GOD ;  and  therein  is  iniquity  sufficiently  manifest.  Hast 
thou  not  considered  those  to  whom  part  of  the  scripture  hath  been 
given  ?  They  believe  in  false  gods  and  idols/  and  say  of  those  who 
believe  not,  These  are  more  rightly  directed  in  the  way  of  truth  than 
they  who  believe  on  Mohaviined.  Those  are  the  me7i  whom  God  hath 
cursed;  and  unto  him  whom  GOD  shall  curse,  thou  shalt  surely  find  no 
helper.  Shall  they  have  a  part  of  the  kingdom,*^  since  even  then  they 
would  not  bestow  the  smallest  matter''  on  men  .'*  Do  they  envy  other 
men  that  which  God  of  his  bounty  hath  given  them  ?^  We  formerly 
gave  unto  tlie  family  of  Abraham  a  book  of  7evelations  and  wisdom; 
and  we  gave  them  a  great  kingdom.*  There  is  of  them  who  believeth 
on  him  -^  and  there  is  of  them  who  turneth  aside  from  him :  but  the 
raging  fire  of  hell  is  a  sufficient  pimishmeiit.  Verily,  those  who  dis- 
believe our  signs,  we  will  surely  cast  to  be  broiled  in  hell  fire  ;  so  often 
as  their  skins  shall  be  well  burned,  we  will  give  them  other  skins  in 
exchange,  that  they  may  taste  the  sharpcr\.oxYi\^Y\\. ;  for  GoD  is  mighty  and 
wise.  But  those  who  believe  and  do  that  which  is  right,  we  will  bring 
into  gardens  watered  by  rivers,  therein  shall  they  remain  for  ever,  aiui 
ihere  shall  they  enjoy  wives  free  from  all  impurity;  and  we  will  lead 
them  into  perpetual  shades.  Moreover  GoD  commandeth  you  to  restore 
what  ye  are  trusted  with,  to  the  owners  ;*  and  when  ye  judge  between 

°  /.^.,  The  Christians  and  Jews,  who  called  themselves  the  children  of  God,  and  his  helmied 
people.  1 

f"  The  original  word  signifies  a  little  skin  in  the  cleft  of  a  date-stone,  and  is  used  to  express 
a  thing  of  no  vahte, 

P  The  Arabc  is,  in  Jibt  and  Taghflt.  The  former  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  prorer 
name  of  some  idol ;  but  it  seems  rather  to  signify  any  false  deity  in  general.  The  latter  we 
have  explained  already. 8 

It  is  said  that  tills  passage  was  revealed  on  the  following  occasion,  Hoyai  Ebn  Akhtab  and 
Caab  Ebn  a!  Ashraf,9  two  chief  men  among  the  Jews,  with  several  otliers  of  that  religion, 
went  to  Mecca,  and  offered  to  enter  into  a  confederacy  with  the  Koreish,  and  to  join  their 
forces  against  Mohammed.  But  the  Koreish,  entertaming  some  jealousy  of  them,  toid  them, 
that  the  Jews  pretended  to  have  a  written  revelation  from  heaven,  as  well  as  Moiiammcrl,  and 
their  doctrines  and  worship  approached  much  nearer  to  what  he  taught,  than  the  religion  of 
their  tribe  ;  wherefore,  said  they,  if  you  would  satisfy  us  that  you  are  sincere  in  the  matter, 
do  as  we  do,  and  worsiiip  oiu'  gods.  Which  proposal,  if  the  story  be  true,  these  Jews  com 
plied  with,  out  of  their  inveterate  hatred  to  Mohammed. ^ 

q  For  tlie  Jews  gave  out  that  they  should  be  restored  lo  their  ancient  power  and  grandeur  ;S 
dependmg,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  on  the  victorious  Messiah  v/hom  they  expected. 

'  The  original  word  properly  signifies  a  small  dent  on  the  back  of  a  date-stone,  and  is 
c'ommoniy  used  to  express  a  thing  ol  little  or  no  value. 

*  viz..  The  spiritual  gifts  of  prophecy,  and  divine  revelations  ;  and  the  temporal  blessings  of 
victory  and  success,  bestowed  on  Mohammed  and  his  followers. 

'  Wherefore  God  will  doubtless  show  equal  favour  to  this  prophet  (a  descendant  also  of 
Abraham),  and  those  who  believe  on  him. 3 
"  Namely,  on  Mohanmied. 

*  This  passage,  it  is  said,  was  revealed  on  the  day  of  the  taking  of  Mecca,  the  primary 
design  o!  it  being  to  direct  Mohammed  to  return  the  keys  of  the  (.'aaba  to  Othnian  Ebn  Telha 
Ebn  Abdaldar,  who  had  then  the  honour  to  be  keeper  of  that  holy  place,*  and  not  to  deliver 
them  to  his  uncle  al  Abbas,  who  havint,^  already  the  custody  of  the  well  Zemzem,  would  fain 
have  had  al§o  that  of  the  Caaba.  The  prophot  obeying  the  divine  order,  Othman  was  so 
affected  with  the  justice  of  the  action,  notwithstanding  he  had  at  first  refused  him  entrance, 
that  he  immediately  embraced  Mohammcdism  ;  whereupon  the  guardianship  of  the  Caaba 
was  confirmed  to  this  Othman  and  his  heirs  for  ever.^ 

7  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin.     See  c.  5,  not  far  from  the  beginning.         8  See  p.  28,  note  *.  9  See 

before,  p.  40,  note  "'.  1  Al  Ileiti.'iwi.  2  Idem.  3  Idem.  ■*  See  I'rideaux's  Life  of 

Mahomet,  p.  2.         5  A]  HeidawL     Sec  D'Herl>el.  Uibl.  Orient,  p.  220,  221. 
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men,  that  yc  judge  accoruing  to  equity  :  and  surely  an  excellent  virtue  ii 
is  to  which  GOD  exhorteth  you ;  for  GOD  boih  heareth  and  seeth.  O 
true  believers,  obey  GOD,  and  obey  the  apostle,  and  those  who  are  in 
authority  among  you  :  and  if  ye  differ  in  anything,  refer  it  unto  GOD^ 
and  the  apostle,  if  ye  believe  in  God  and  the  last  day  :  this  is  better, 
and  a  fairer  ;/'z^///(?rt'<?/' determination.  Hast  thou  not  observed  those 
who  pretend  they  believe  in  what  hath  been  revealed  unto  thee,  and 
what  hath  been  revealed  before  thee  ?  They  desire  to  go  to  judgment 
before  Taghut,'  although  they  have  been  commanded  not  to  believe  in 
him  ;  and  Satan  desireth  to  seduce  them  into  a  wide  error.  And  when 
it  is  said  unto  them,  Come  unto  the  book  which  GOD  hath  sent  down, 
and  to  the  apostle  ;  thou  seest  the  ungodly  turn  aside  from  thee,  with 
great  aversion.  But  how  will  they  behave  when  a  misfortune  shall  be- 
fall them,  for  that  which  their  hands  have  sent  before  them  1  Then 
will  they  come  unto  thee,  and  swear  by  GOD,  saying,  If  we  intended 
any  other  than  to  do  good,  and  to  reconcile  the  parties.^  GOD  knoweth 
what  is  in  the  hearts  of  these  men;  therefore  let  them  alone,  and  ad- 
monish them,  and  speak  unto  them  a  word  which  may  affect  their  souls. 
We  have  not  sent  any  apostle,  but  that  he  might  be  obeyed  by  the  per- 
mission of  God  :  but  if  they,  after  they  have  injured  their  ov/n  souls,^ 
come  unto  thee,  and  ask  pardon  of  GOD,  and  the  apostle  ask  pardon 
for  them,  they  shall  surely  find  GOD  easy  to  be  reconciled  and  merciful. 
And  by  thy  LORD  they  will  not  perfectly  believe,  until  they  make  thee 
judge  of  their  controversies  ;  and  shall  not  afterwards  find  in  their  own 
minds  any  hardship  in  what  thou  shalt  determine,  but  shall  acciuiesce 
therein  with  entire  submission.  And  if  we  had  commanded  them,  say- 
iftg,  Slay  yourselves,  or  depart  from  your  houses  ;*'  they  would  not  have 
done  it,  except  a  few  of  them.  And  if  they  had  done  what  they  were 
admonished,  it  would  certainly  have  been  better  for  them,  and  more 
efficacious  for  confirming  their  faith;  and  we  should  then  have  surely 
given  them  in  our  sight  an  exceeding  great  reward,  and  we  should  have 
directed  them  in  the  right  way.  Whoever  obeyeth  GOD  and  the 
apostle,  they  shall  be  with  those  unto  whom  GOD  hath  been  gracious, 
of  the  prophets,  and  the  sincere,  and  the  martyrs,  and  the  righteous  ; 

7  i.e..  To  the  dccUion  of  the  Koran. 

^  That  is,  before  the  tribunals  of  infidels.  This  passage  was  occasioned  by  the  following 
remarkable  accident.  A  certain  Jew  having  a  dispute  wiih  a  wicked  Mohammedan,  the  latter 
appealed  to  the  judgment  of  Caab  Ebn  al  Ashraf,  a  principal  ]&\'i,  and  the  former  to  Moham- 
med. But  at  length  they  agreed  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  prophet  singly,  who,  giving  it  in 
favour  of  tiie  Jew,  the  Mohammedan  refused  to  acquiesce  in  his  sentence,  but  would  needs 
have  it  re-heard  by  Omar,  afterwards  Khalif.  When  they  came  to  him,  the  Jew  told  him  that 
Mohammed  had  already  decided  the  affair  in  his  favour,  but  that  the  other  would  not  submit 
to  his  determination;  and  the  Mohammedan  confessing  this  to  be  true.  Omar  bid  them  stay  a 
little,  and  fetching  his  sword,  struck  off  the  obstinate  Moslem's  head,  saying  aloud.  This  is  the 
rcivard  of  him  who  refiisetii  to  S7ib»iit  to  the  judgment  0/ God  and  his  apostle.  And  from 
this  action  Omar  had  the  surname  of  al  Faruk,  which  alludes  both  to  his  separating  that  knave's 
head  from  his  body,  and  to  his  distingiiis/ting  between  truth  and  falsehood.l  The  name  of 
Taghut,'-^  therefore,  in  this  place,  seems  to  be  given  to  Caab  Ebn  al  Ashraf. 

»  For  this  was  the  excuse  of  the  friends  of  the  Mohammedan  whom  Omar  slew,  when  they 
came  to  demand  satisfaction  for  his  blood.-* 

^  viz.,  By  acting  wickedly,  and  appealing  to  "the  judgment  of  infidels. 

*  Some  understand  these  words  of  their  venturing  their  lives  in  a  religious  expedition  ;  and 
others,  of  their  undergoing  the  same  punishments  which  the  Israelites  did  for  their  idolatry  in 
worshipping  the  golden  calf.  4 

1  Jallalo'ddin,  al  Beidawi.  See  D'Herbel.  Bibl.  Orient  p.  688,  and  Ockley's  Hist.  o(  the 
Sarac.  v.  i,  p.  365.        8  See  before,  p.  28.        3  Al  Beiduwi.        4  Idem,  see  before,,  p.  7 
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and  these  arc  the  most  excellent  company.  This  is  bounty  from  GOD; 
and  God  is  sufficiently  knowing.  O  true  believers,  take  your  necessary 
precaution'*  against  your  enonies,  and  either  go  forth  to  war  in  separate 
parties,  or  go  forth  all  together  in  a  body.  There  is  of  you  who  tarrieth 
behind  -^  and  if  a  misfortune  befall  you,  he  saith,  \'erily  GoD  hath  been 
gracious  unto  me,  that  I  was  not  present  with  them :  but  if  success  at- 
tend you  from  GoD,  he  will  say  (as  if  there  was  no  friendship  between 
you  and  him),^  Would  to  GOD  i  had  been  with  them,  for  I  should  have 
acquired  great  merit.  Let  them  therefore  fight  for  the  religion  of  GOD. 
who  part  with  the  present  life  in  exchange  for  that  which  is  to  come  ;« 
for  whosoever  fighteth  for  the  religion  of  GoD,  whether  he  be  slain,  or 
be  victorious.^  we  will  surely  give  him  a  great  reward.  And  what  ails 
you,  that  ye  fight  not  for  GoD's  true  religion,  and  in  defence  of\\\^  weak 
among  men,  women,  and  children,*  who  say,  O  Lord,  bring  us  forth 
from  this  city,  whose  inhabitants  are  wicked  ;  grant  us  from  before  thee 
a  protector,  and  grant  us  from  thee  a  defender.*^  They  who  believe 
fight  for  the  religion  of  GoD  ;  but  they  who  believe  not  fight  for  the  re- 
ligion of  Taghut.^  Fight  therefore  against  the  friends  of  Satan,  for  the 
stratagem  of  Satan  is  weak.  Hast  thou  not  observed  those  unto  whoni 
it  was  said,  Withhold  your  hands  from  ivar^  and  be  constant  at 
prayers,  and  pay  the  legal  alms  1'^  But  when  war  is  commanded  them, 
behold,  a  part  of  them  fear  men  as  they  should  fear  GoD,  or  with  a 
greater  fear,  and  say,  O  Lord,  wherefore  hast  thou  commanded  us  to 
go  to  war,  and  hast  not  suffered  us  to  wait  our  approaching  end  ^^  Say 
unto  thern,  The  provision  of  this  life  is  but  small ;  but  the  future  shall 
he  better  for  him  who  feareth  God;  and  ye  shall  not  be  in  the  least  in- 
jured at  the  day  of  judgment.  Wheresoever  ye  be,  death  will  overtake 
you,  although  ye  be  in  lofty  towers.  If  good  befall  them,  they  say.  This 
is  from  GOD  ;  but  if  evil  befall  them,  they  say.  This  is  from  thee,  O  Mo- 
hammed •?  say,  All  is  from  GoD ;  and  what  aileth  these  people,  that  they 
are  so  far  from  understanding  what  is  said  unto  them  ?     Whatever 

'^  I.e.,  Be  vigilant,  and  provide  yourselves  with  arms  and  necessaries. 

•^  Mohammed  here  upbraids  the  hypocritical  Moslems,  who,  for  want  of  faith  and  constancy 
ill  their  reli^^'ion,  were  backward  in  going  to  war  for  its  defence. 

^  i.e..  As  one  who  attendeth  not  to  the  public,  but  his  own  private  interest.  Or  else  these 
may  be  the  words  of  the  hypocritical  Mohammedan  himself,  insinuating  that  he  stayed  not 
hchiiid  the  rest  of  the  army  by  his  own  fault,  but  was  left  by  Mohammed,  who  chose  to  let  the 
others  share  in  his  good  fortune,  preferably  to  him.l 

g  By  venturing  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  defence  of  the  faith. 

h  For  no  man  ought  to  quit  the  field  till  he  either  fail  a  martyr  or  gain  some  advantage  for 
the  cause.  2 

«  viz..  Those  believers  who  stayed  behind  at  Mecca,  being  detained  there  either  forcibly  by 
the  idolaters,  or  for  want  of  means  to  fly  for  refuge  to  iMedina.  Al  Beidawi  observes  that 
children  are  mentioned  here  to  show  the  inhumanity  of  the  Koreish,  who  persecuted  even  thai 
tender  age. 

k  This  petition,  the  commentators  say,  was  heard.  For  GoD  aflorded  several  of  them  an 
opportunity  and  means  of  escaping,  and  delivered  the  rest  at  the  taking  of  Mecca  by  Moham- 
med, who  left  0t:1b  Ebn  Osaid  governor  of  the  city :  and  under  his  care  and  protection,  those 
who  had  suffered  for  their  religion  became  the  most  considerable  men  in  the  place. 

1  See  before,  p.  28. 

™  These  were  some  of  Mohammed's  followers,  who  readily  performed  the  duties  of  their  re- 
ligion so  long  as  they  were  commanded  nothing  that  might  endanger  their  lives. 

"  That  is,  a  natural  death. 

o  As  the  Jews,  in  particular,  who  pretended  that  their  land  was  grown  barren,  and  provi- 
sioii  s  a^te,  sinre  Mohammed  came  to  Medina.3 

i  \1  Beidawi.         «  Idem.         8  Idem. 
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good  befalleth  thee,  O  7nan,  it  is  from  GOD ;  and  whatever  evil  befalleth 
thee,  it  is  from  thyself.'^  We  have  sent  thee  an  apostle  unto  men,  and 
God  is  a  sufficient  witness  thereof.  Whoever  obeyeth  the  apostle, 
obeyeth  God  ;  and  whoever  turneth  back,  we  have  not  sent  thee  to  be 
\  keeper  over  them.*^  They  say,  Obedience  :  yet  when  they  go  forth 
from  thee,  part  of  them  meditate  by  night  a  matter  different  from  what 
thou  speakest ;  but  GOD  shall  write  down  what  they  meditate  by  night : 
therefore  let  them  alone,  and  trust  in  GOD,  for  GoD  is  a  sufficient  pro- 
tector. Do  they  not  attentively  consider  the  Koran  i  If  it  had  been 
from  any  besides  GOD,  they  would  certainly  have  found  therein  many 
contradictions.  When  any  news  cometh  unto  them,  either  of  security 
or  fear,  they  immediately  divulge  it ;  but  if  they  told  it  to  the  apostle 
and  to  those  who  are  in  authority  among  them,  such  of  them  would 
understand  tJie  truth  of  the  matter,  as  inform  themselves  thereof  from 
the  apostle  and  his  chiefs.  And  if  the  favour  of  God  and  his  mercy 
^^^not  been  upon  you,  ye  had  followed  the  devil,  except  a  few  ofyou.^ 
Fight  therefore  for  the  religion  of  GOD,  and  oblige  not  any  to  what  is 
difficult,*  except  thyself ;  however,  excite  the  faithful  to  war,  perhaps 
God  will  restrain  the  courage  of  the  unbelievers  ;  for  GOD  is  stronger 
than  they,  and  more  able  to  punish.  He  who  intercedeth  between  men 
with  a  good  intercession*  shall  have  a  portion  thereof;  and  he  who 
intercedeth  with  an  evil  intercession  shall  have  a  portion  thereof ;  for 
GOD  overlooketh  all  things.  When  ye  are  saluted  with  a  salutation, 
salute  the  person  with  a  better  salutation,"  or  at  least  return  the  same  ; 
for  God  taketh  an  account  of  all  things.  GOD !  there  is  no  GOD  but  he ; 
he  will  surely  gather  you  together  on  the  day  of  resurrection  ;  there  is 
no  doubt  of  it :  and  who  is  more  true  than  GOD  in  what  he  saith?  Why 
are  ye  divided  concerning  the  ungodly  into  two  parties  ;^  since  GOD 
hath  overturned  them  for  what  they  have  committed  ?  Will  ye  direct 
him  whom  GOD  hath  led  astray ;  since  for  him  whom  GOD  shall  lead 
astray,  thou  shalt  find  no  true  path  ?  They  desire  that  ye  should  become 

P  These  words  are  not  to  be  understood  as  contradictory  to  the  preceding,  Thai  all  proceeds 
from  God  ;  since  the  evil  which  befalls  mankind,  though  ordered  by  God,  is  yet  the  conse- 
quence of  their  own  wicked  actions, 

*  Or,  to  take  an  account  of  their  actions,  for  this  is  God's  part. 

'"  That  is,  if  God  had  not  sent  his  apostle  with  the  Koran  to  instruct  you  in  your  duty,  ye 
had  continued  in  idolatry  and  been  doomed  to  destruction  ;  except  only  those  who,  by  God's 
favour  and  their  superior  understanding,  should  have  true  notions  of  the  divinity  j  such,  for 
example,  as  Zeid  Ebn  Amru  Ebn  Nofaill  and  Waraka  Ebn  Nawfal,2  who  left  idols,  and 
acknowledged  but  one  God,  before  the  mission  of  Mohammed. 3 

*  It  is  said  this  passage  was  revealed  when  the  Mohammedans  refused  to  follow  their 
prophet  to  the  lesser  expedition  of  Bedr,  so  that  he  was  obliged  to  set  out  with  no  more  than 
seventy.4  Some  copies  vary  in  this  place,  i,nd  instead  of  la  tokallafo,  in  the  second  person 
singular,  read  la  nckallafo,  in  the  first  person  plural,  We  do  not  oblige,  &c.  The  meaning 
Deing,  that  the  prophet  only  was  under  an  indispensable  necessity  of  obeying  God's  commands, 
nowever  difficult,  but  others  might  choose,  though  at  their  peril. 

*  i.e..  To  maintain  the  right  of  a  believer,  or  to  prevent  his  being  wronged. 

"  By  adding  something  farther.  As  when  one  salutes  another  by  this  form.  Peace  he  unto 
ihee,  he  ought  not  only  to  return  the  salutation,  but  to  add,  aitd  the  mercy  of  God  and  his 
blessing. 

*  Th\s  passage  was  revealed,  according  to  some,  when  certain  of  Mohammed's  followers,  pre- 
tending not  to  like  Medina,  desired  leave  to  go  elsewhere,  and,  having  obtained  it,  went 
farther  and  farther,  till  they  joined  the  idolaters ;  or,  as  others  say,  on  occasion  of  some 
deserters  at  the  battle  of  Ohod  ;  concerning  whom  the  Moslems  were  divided  in  opinion 
whether  they  should  be  slain  as  infidels  or  not. 

1  Vide  Millium,  de  Mohammedismo  ante  Moh.  p  311.  2  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  II. 
3  Al  Beidawi.        *  See  before,  c.  3,  p.  49. 
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Infidels,  as  they  are  infidels,  and  that  ye  should  be  equally  wicked  with 
theJHselves,  Therefore  take  not  friends  from  among  them,  until  they  fly 
their  coutttry  for  the  religion  of  GOD ;  and  if  they  turn  back  from  the 
faith,  take  them,  and  kill  them  wherever  ye  find  them  ;  and  take  no 
triend  from  among  them,  nor  any  helper,  except  those  who  go  unto  a 
people  who  are  in  alliance  with  you,y  or  those  who  come  unto  you, 
their  hearts  forbidding  them  either  to  fight  against  you,  or  to  fight 
against  their  own  people.^  And  if  GOD  pleased  he  would  have  per- 
mitted them  to  have  prevailed  against  you,  and  they  would  have  fought 
against  you.  But  if  they  depart  from  you,  and  fight  not  against  you, 
and  offer  you  peace,  GOD  doth  not  allow  you  to  take  or  kill  them.  Ye 
shall  find  others  who  are  desirous  to  enter  into  a  confidence  with  you, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  preserve  a  confidence  with  their  own  people  :* 
so  often  as  they  return  to  sedition,  they  shall  be  subverted  therein ;  and 
if  they  depart  not  from  you,  and  offer  you  peace,  and  restrain  their 
hands  y"r(?;;/  warring  against  you ^  take  them  and  kill  them  wheresoever 
ye  find  them;  over  these  have  we  granted  you  a  manifest  power.  It  is 
not  lawfitl  for  a  believer  to  kill  a  believer,  unless  //  happen  by  mistake  ;b 
and  whoso  killeth  a  believer  by  mistake,  the  penalty  shall  be  the  freeing 
of  a  believer  from  slavery,  and  a  fine  to  be  paid  to  the  family  of  the 
deceased^  unless  they  remit  it  as  alms  :  and  if  the  slaiii  person  be  of  a 
people  at  enmity  with  you,  and  be  a  true  believer,  the  penalty  shall  be 
the  freeing  of  a  believer  -^  but  if  he  be  of  a  people  in  confederacy  with 
you,  a  fine  to  be  paid  to  his  family,  and  the  freeing  of  a  believer. 
And  he  who  findeth  not  wherewith  to  do  this,  shall  fast  two  months 
consecutively,  as  a  penance  enjoined  from  GOD  ;  and  GOD  is  knowing 
and  wise.  But  whoso  killeth  a  believer  designedly,  his  reward  shall  be 
hell ;  he  shall  remain  therein  for  everf  and  GOD  shall  be  angry  with 
him,  and  shall  curse  him,  and  shall  prepare  for  him  a  great  punish- 
ment. O  true  believers,  when  ye  are  on  a  march  in  defence  of  the 
true  religion,  justly  discern  such  as  ye  shall  happen  to  meet,  and  say 
not  unto  him  who  saluteth  you,  Thou  art  not  a  true  believer ;'  seeking 

y  The  people  here  meant,  say  some,  v/ere  the  tribe  of  Khozaah,  or,  according  to  others,  the 
Aslamians,  whose  chief,  named  Helal  Ebn  Owaimar,  agreed  with  Mohammed,  when  he  set 
out  against  Mecca,  to  stand  neuter  ;  or,  as  others  rather  think,  Banu  Beer  Ebn  Zeid.l 

z  These,  it  is  said,  were  the  tribe  of  Modlaj,  who  came  in  to  Mohammed,  but  would  not 
be  obliged  to  assist  liim  in  war. 2 

a  The  persons  hinted  at  here  were  the  tribes  of  Asad  and  Ghatfan,  or,  as  some  say,  Banu 
Abdaldar,  who  canie  to  Medina  and  pretended  to  embrace  Mohammedism,  that  they  might 
be  trusted  by  the  Moslems,  but  when  they  returned,  fell  back  to  their  old  idolatry.3 

b  That  is,  by  accident  and  without  design.  This  passage  was  revealed  to  decide  the  case 
of  Ayash  Ebn  Abi  Rabia,  the  brother,  by  the  mother's  side,  of  Abu  Jahl,  who  meeting  Hareth 
Ebn  Zeid  on  the  road,  and  not  knowing  that  he  had  embraced  Mohammedism,  slew  him. 4 

*  Which  fine  is  to  be  distributed  according  to  the  laws  of  inheritances  given  in  the  beginning 
of  this  chapter.5 

d  And  no  fine  shall  be  paid,  because  in  such  case  his  relations,  being  infidels  and  at  open  war 
with  the  Moslems,  have  no  right  to  inherit  what  he  leaves. 

*  That  is,  unless  he  repent.  Others,  however,  understand  not  here  an  eternity  of  damnation 
(for  it  is  the  general  doctrine  of  the  Rlohammedans  that  none  who  profess  that  faith  shall  con- 
tinue in  hell  for  ever),  but  only  a  long  space  of  time.l 

^  On  pretence  that  he  only  feigns  to  be  a  Moslem,  that  he  might  escape  from  you.  The 
commentators  mention  more  instances  than  one  of  persons  slain  and  plundered  by  Mohammed's 
men  under  this  pretext,  notwithstanding  they  declared  themselves  Moslems  by  repeating  the 
usual  form  of  words,  and  saluting  them ;  for  which  reason  this  passage  was  revealed,  to  pre- 
vent such  rash  ju<2gments  for  the  future. 


1  Al  Beidawi,  JalWo'dUn.         2  Al  .Rcidiwl.         3  Idem-         *  Idem.         »  Idem.        I  Idem. 
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he  accidental  goods  of  the  present  life;«  for  with  GOD  is  much  spoil. 
S  uch  have  ye  formerly  been ;  but  GOD  hath  been  gracious  unto  you  ;^ 
therefore  make  a  just  discernment,  for  GOD  is  well  acquainted  with 
that  which  ye  do.  Those  believers  who  sit  still  at  hojne,  not  having 
any  hurt/  and  those  who  employ  their  fortunes  and  their  persons  for 
the  religion  of  GoD,  shall  not  be  held  equal.  GOD  hath  preferred  those 
who  employ  their  fortunes  and  their  persons  in  that  cause,  to  a  degree 
of  honour  above  those  who  sit  at  home :  GOD  hath  indeed  promised 
every  one  paradise,  but  GOD  hath  preferred  those  who  fight  for  the 
faith  before  those  who  sit  still,  by  adding  unto  them  a  great  reward,  by 
degrees  of  honour  conferred  on  them  from  him,  and  by  grantitig  them 
forgiveness  and  mercy;  for  GoD  is  indulgent  and  merciful.  Moreover 
unto  those  whom  the  angels  put  to  death,  having  injured  their  own 
souls,*^  the  angels  said,  Of  what  religion  were  ye  ?  they  answered,  We 
were  weak  in  the  earth.^  The  angels  replied,  Was  not  GOD's  earth 
wide  enough,  that  ye  might  fly  therein  to  a  place  of  refuge  ?^  There- 
fore their  habitation  shall  be  hell ;  and  an  evil  journey  shall  it  be 
thither:  except  the  weak  among  men,  and  women,  and  children,  who 
were  not  able  to  find  means,  and  were  not  directed  in  the  way ;  these 
peradventure  GOD  will  pardon,  for  GoD  is  ready  to  forgive  ajid  gracious. 
Whosoever  flieth  frojn  his  cou7itry  for  the  sake  of  God's  true  religion, 
shall  find  in  the  earth  many  forced  to  do  the  sa7ne,  and  plenty  of  pro- 
visions. And  whoever  departeth  from  his  house,  and  flieth  unto  GOD 
and  his  apostle,  if  death  overtake  him  in  the  way^  God  will  be  obliged 
to  reward  him,  for  GOD  is  gracious  and  merciful.  When  ye  march  to 
war  in  the  earth,  it  shall  be  no  crime  in  you  if  ye  shorten  your  prayers, 
in  case  ye  fear  the  infidels  may  attack  you ;  for  the  infidels  are  your 
open  enemy.  But  when  thou,  O  prophet,  shalt  be  among  them,  and 
shalt  pray  with  them,  let  a  party  of  them  arise  to  prayer  with  thee,  and 
let  them  take  their  arms ;  and  when  they  shall  have  worshipped,  let 
them  stand  behind  you,*'  and  let  another  party  come  that  hath  not 
prayed,  and  let  them  pray  with  thee,  and  let  them  be  cautious  and 
take  their  arms.  The  unbelievers  would  that  ye  should  neglect  your 
arms  and  your  beggage  while  ye  pray,  that  they  might  turn  upon  you 
at  once.     It  shall  be  no  crime  in  you,  if  ye  be  incommoded  by  rain,  or 

8  That  is,  being  willing  to  judge  him  an  infidel,  only  that  ye  may  kill  and  plunder  him. 

h  viz..  At  your  first  profession  of  Islamism,  before  ye  had  given  any  demonstratir^ns  of  your 
sincerity  and  zeal  therein. 

i  i.e..  Not  being  disabled  from  going  to  war  by  sickness,  or  other  just  impedimeift.  It  is 
said  that  when  the  passage  was  first  revealed  there  was  no  such  exception  therein,  which  occa- 
sioned Ebn  0mm  Mactiim,  on  his  hearing  it  repeated,  to  object.  And  what  though  I  be 
blind?  Whereupon  Mohammed,  falling  into  a  kind  of  trance,  which  was  succeeded  by 
strong  agitations,  pretended  he  had  received  the  divine  direction  to  add  these  words  to  the 
text.2 

^  These  were  certain  inhabitants  of  Mecca,  who  held  with  the  hare  and  ran  with  the  hounds, 
for  though  they  embraced  Mohammedism,  yet  they  would  not  leave  that  city  to  join  the 
prophet,  as  the  rest  of  the  Moslems  did,  but  on  the  contrary  went  out  with  the  idolaters,  and 
were  therefore  slain  with  them  at  the  battle  of  Bedr.3 

1  Being  unable  to  fly,  and  compelled  to  follow  the  infidels  to  war. 

""  As  they  did  who  fled  to  Ethiopia  and  to  Medina. 

"  This  passage  was  revealed,  says  al  Beidawi,  on  account  of  Jondob  Ebn  Damra.  This  per- 
son being  sick,  was,  in  his  flight,  carried  by  his  sons  on  a  couch,  and  before  he  arrived  at 
Medina,  perceiving  his  end  approached,  he  clapped  his  right  hand  on  his  left,  and  solemnly 
plighting  his  faith  to  God  and  his  apostle,  died. 

•  To  defend  those  who  are  at  prayers,  and  to  face  the  enemy. 

9  Al  Beidawi.        '  Idem,  Jallalo'ddio 
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be  sick,  that  ye  lay  down  your  arms ;  but  take  your  necessary  precau- 
tion '?  God  hath  prepared  for  the  unbelievers  an  ignominious  punish- 
ment. And  when  ye  shall  have  ended  your  prayer,  remember  GoD, 
standing,  and  sitting,  and  lying  on  your  sides,**  But  when  ye  are 
secure y"r^;;z  danger,  complete  ji^t'/^r  prayers  ;  for  prayer  is  commanded 
the  faithful,  and  appointed  to  be  said  at  the  stated  times.  Be  not 
negligent  in  seeking  out  the  unbelieving  people,  though  ye  suffer  so?ne 
inconvenience;  for  they  also  shall  suffer,  as  ye  suffer,  and  ye  hope  for  a 
1  eward  from  GOD  which  they  cannot  hope  for;  and  GOD  is  knowing 
a)id  wise.^'  We  have  sent  down  unto  thee  the  book  of  the  Koran 
with  truth,  that  thou  mayest  judge  between  men  through  that  wisdom 
which  God  showeth  thee  therein;  and  be  not  an  advocate  for  the 
fraudulent  ;^  but  ask  pardon  of  GOD  for  thy  wrong  intention,  since 
God  is  indulgent  and  merciful.  Dispute  not  for  those  who  deceive 
one  another,  for  God  loveth  not  him  who  is  a  deceiver  or  unjust.* 
Sitch  conceal  themselves  from  men,  but  they  conceal  not  themselves 
from  God  ;  for  he  is  with  them  when  they  imagine  by  night  o  saying 
which  pleaseth  him  not,^  and  God  comprehendeth  what  they  do. 
Behold,  ye  are  they  who  have  disputed  for  them  in  this  present  life; 
but  who  shall  dispute  with  GOD  for  them  on  the  day  of  resurrection,  or 
who  will  become  their  patron?  yet  he  who  doth  evil,  or  injureth  his  own 
soul,  and  afterwards  asketh  pardon  of  GOD,  shall  find  God  gracious 
and  merciful.  Whoso  committeth  wickedness,  committeth  it  against 
his  own  soul  :  GoD  is  knowing  and  wise.  And  whoso  committeth  a 
sin  or  iniquity,  and  afterwards  layeth  it  on  the  innocent,  he  shall  surely 
bear  the  guilt  of  calumny  and  manifest  injustice.  If  the  indulgence 
and  mercy  of  GOD  had  not  been  upon  thee,  surely  a  part  of  them  had 
studied  to  seduce  thee  -^  but  they  shall  seduce  themselves  only,  and 
shall  not  hurt  thee  at  all.  God  hath  sent  down  unto  thee  the  book  of 
the  Koran  and  wisdom,  and  hath  taught  thee  that  which  thou  knewest 
not  ;y  for  the  favour  of  GoD  hath  been  great  towards  thee.  There  is 
no  good  in  the  multitude  of  their  private  discourses,  unless  in  the  dis- 
C07irse  of  him  who  recommendeth  alms,  or  that  which  is  right,  or  agree- 
ment amongst  men  ;  whoever  doth  this  out  of  a  desire  to  please  God, 

P  By  keeping  strict  guard. 
q  That  is,  in  such  posture  as  ye  shall  be  able.l 

''  This  verse  was  revealed  on  occasion  of  the  unwillingness  of  Mohammed's  men  to  accompany 
him  in  the  iesser  expedition  of  Bedr.2 

*  Tima  Ebn  Obeirak,  of  the  sons  of  Dhafar,  one  of  Mohammed's  companions,  stole  a  coat 
of  mail  from  his  neighbour,  Kitada  Ebn  al  Noinan,  in  a  bag  of  meal,  and  hid  it  at  a  Jew's 
named  Zeid  Ebn  al  Samin  ;  Tima,  being  suspected,  the  coat  of  mail  was  demanded  of  him,  but 
he  denying  he  knew  anything  of  it,  they  followed  the  track  of  the  meal,  which  had  run  out 
tlirough  a  hole  in  the  bag,  to  the  Jew's  house,  and  there  seized  it,  accusing  him  of  the  theft ; 
but  he  producing  witnesses  of  his  own  religion  that  he  had  it  of  Tima,  the  sons  of  Dhafar  came 
to  Mohammed  and  desired  him  to  defend  his  companion's  reputation,  and  condemn  the  Jew ; 
which  he  having  some  thouglns  of  doing,  this  passage  was  revealed,  reprehending  him  for  his 
rash  intention,  and  commanding  him  to  judge  not  according  to  his  own  prejudice  and  opinion, 
but  according  to  the  merit  of  the  case.  3 

_  *  Al  Beidawi,  as  an  instance  of  the  divine  justice,  adds,  that  Tima,  after  the  fact  above  men- 
tioned, fled  to  Mecca,  and  returned  to  idolatry ;  and  there  undermining  the  wall  of  a  house,  in 
order  to  commit  a  robbery,  the  wall  fell  in  upon  him  and  crushed  him  to  death. 

"  That  is,  when  they  secretly  contrive  means,  by  false  evidence  or  otherwise,  to  lay  theii 
crimes  on  innocent  persons. 

*  Meaning  the  sons  of  Dhafar, 
1  By  instructing  thee  in  the  knowledge  of  right  and  wrong,  and  the  rules  of  justice. 

1  See 'before,  c.  3,  p.  52.  '  Al  BeidSwi.  8  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin,  Yahyn. 
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we  will  surely  give  him  a  great  reward.  But  whoso  separateth  himself 
from  the  apostle,  after  true  direction  hath  been  manifested  unto  him, 
and  followeth  any  other  way  than  that  of  the  true  believers,  we  will 
cause  him  to  obtain  ihat  to  which  he  is  inclined,'  and  will  cast  him  to 
be  burned  in  hell ;  and  an  unhappy  journey  shall  it  be  thither.  Verily 
God  will  not  pardon  the  giving  him  a  companion,  but  he  will  pardon 
any  crime  besides  that,  unto  whom  he  pleaseth  :  and  he  who  giveth  a 
companion  unto  God,  is  surely  led  aside  into  a  v/ide  mistake  :  the  in- 
fidels invoke  beside  him  only  female  deities f-  and  only  invoke  rebellious 
Satan.  GOD  cursed  him  ;  and  he  said,  Verily  I  will  take  of  thy  servants 
a  part  cut  ofifrofn  the  rest^  and  I  will  seduce  them,  and  will  insinuate 
vaiji  desires  into  them,  and  I  will  command  them,  and  they  shall  cut  off 
the  ears  of  cattle  ;*'  and  I  will  command  them,  and  they  shall  change 
God's  creature.*^  But  whoever  taketh  Satan  for  his  patron,  besides 
God,®  shall  surely  perish  with  a  manifest  destruction.  He  maketh 
them  promises,  and  insinuateth  into  them  vain  desires  ;  yet  Satan 
maketh  them  only  deceitful  promises.  The  receptacle  of  these  shall  be 
nell,  they  shall  find  no  refuge  from  it.  But  they  who  believe,  and  do 
good  works,  we  will  surely  lead  them  into  gardens,  through  which 
rivers  flow ;  they  shall  continue  therein  for  ever,  according  to  the  true 
promise  of  GOD  ;  and  who  is  more  true  than  God  in  what  he  saith  ? 
It  shall  not  be  according  to  your  desires,  nor  according  to  the  desires 
of  those  who  have  received  the  scriptures.'  Whoso  doth  evil,  shall  be 
rewarded  for  it ;  and  shall  not  find  any  patron  or  helper,  beside  GOD  ; 
but  whoso  doth  good  works,  whether  he  be  male  or  female,  and  is  a 
true  believer,  they  shall  be  admitted  into  paradise,  and  shall  not  in 
the  least  be  unjustly  dealt  with.  Who  is  better  in  point  of  religion 
than  he  who  resigneth  himself  unto  GoD,  and  is  a  worker  of  righteous- 
ness, and  followeth  the  law  of  Abraham  the  orthodox  ?  since  GOD  took 
Abraham  for  his  friend  :«   and   to   GOD   belongeth  whatsoever  is  in 

*  viz.,  Error,  and  false  notions  of  religion. 

»  Namely,  Allat,  al  Uzza,  and  Menat,  the  idols  of  the  Meccans;  or  the  angels,  whom  they 
called  the  daiigJiters  of  God. 4 

^  Or,  as  the  original  may  be  translated,  a  part  destined  or  predetermined  to  be  seduced 
by  me. 

"  Which  was  done  out  of  superstition  by  the  old  pagan  Arabs.  See  more  of  this  custom  in 
ihe  notes  to  the  fifth  chapter. 

*1  Either  by  maiming  it,  or  putting  it  to  uses  not  designed  by  the  Creator.  Al  Beidawi 
supposes  the  text  to  intend  not  only  the  superstitious  ampulations  of  the  cars  and  other  parts 
of  cattle,  but  the  castration  of  slaves,  the  marking  their  bodies  with  figures,  by  pricking'  and 
dyeing  them  with  wood  or  indigo  (as  the  Arabs  did  and  still  do),  the  sharpening  their  teeth  by 
filing;  and  also  sodomy,  and  the  unnatural  amours  between  those  of  the  female  sex,  the 
worship  of  the  sun,  moon,  and  other  parts  of  nature,  and  the  like. 

*  i.e..  By  leaving  the  service  of  God,  and  doing  the  works  of  the  devil. 

f  That  is,  the  promises  of  God  are  not  to  be  gained  by  acting  after  your  own  fancies,  nor  yet 
after  the  fancies  of  the  Jews  or  Christians,  but  by  obeying  the  commands  of  God.  This 
passage,  they  say,  was  revealed  on  a  dispute  which  arose  between  those  of  the  three  religions, 
each  preferring  his  own,  and  condemning  the  others.  Some,  however,  suppose  the  persons 
here  spoken  to  in  the  second  person  were  not  the  Mohammedans,  but  the  idolaters.^ 

S  Therefore  the  Mohammedans  usually  call  that  patriarch,  as  the  scripture  also  does,  Khali! 
Allah,  iho.  Friend  of  God,  and  simply  al  Khalil;  and  they  tell  the  following  story.  That 
Abraham  in  a  time  of  dearth  sent  to  a  friend  of  his  in  Egypt  for  a  supply  of  corn;  but  the 
friend  denied  him,  saying  in  his  excuse,  that  though  there  was  a  famine  in  their  country  also, 
yet  had  it  been  for  Abraham's  own  family,  he  would  have  sent  vvhat  he  desired,  but  he  knew 
he  wanted  it  only  to  entertain  his  guests  and  give  away  to  the  poor,  according  to  his  usual 
liospitality.     The  servants  whom  Abraham  had  sent  on  this  message,  being  ashamed  to  return 

*  See  the  Prelim.  Discourse,  Sect.  I.         1  Al  Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddin,  "n  y.i. 


68  AL   KORAN.  CHAP.  IV. 

heaven  and  on  earth  ;  GOD  comprehendeth  all  things.  They  will  con- 
sult thee  concerning  women  ;^  Answer,  GOD  instructeth  you  concerning 
them/  and  that  which  is  read  unto  you  in  the  book  of  the  Koran 
concerning  female  orphans,  to  whom  ye  give  not  that  which  is 
ordained  them,  neither  will  ye  marry  them,'^  and  concerning  weak 
infants,^  and  that  ye  observe  justice  towards  orphans  :  whatever  good 
/e  do,  God  knoweth  it.  If  a  woman  fear  ill  usage,  or  aversion, 
from  her  husband,  it  shall  be  no  crime  in  them  if  they  agree  the 
matter  amicably  between  themselves  ;™  for  a  reconciliation  is  better 
than  a  separation,  Men^s  souls  are  naturally  inclined  to  covet- 
ousness :"  but  if  ye  be  kind  towards  woinert^  and  fear  to  wroftg 
them^  God  is  well  acquainted  with  what  ye  do.  Ye  can  by  no  means 
carry  yourselves  equally  between  women  in  all  respects,  although 
ye  study  to  do  it;  therefore  turn  not  from  a  wife  with  all  manner 
of  aversion,*'  nor  leave  her  like  one  in  suspense  ?  if  ye  agree,  and 
fear  to  abuse  yoiir'wives^  GOD  is  gracious  and  merciful ;  but  if  they 
separate,  GoD  will  satisfy  them  both  of  his  abundance  ;**  for  GOD  is 
extensive  and  wise,  and  unto  God  belongeth  whatsoever  is  in  heaven 
and  on  earth.  We  have  already  commanded  those  unto  whom  the 
scriptures  were  given  before  you,  and  we  C07nmand  you  also,  saying, 
Fear  God  ;  but  if  ye  disbelieve,  unto  GOD  belongeth  whatsoever  is  in 
heaven  and  on  earth  ;  and  GOD  is  self-sufficient,''  a7td  to  be  praised  ; 
for  unto  God  belongeth  whatsoever  is  in  heaven  and  on  earth,  and  GOD 
is  a  sufficient  protector.  If  he  pleaseth  he  will  take  you  away,  O  men, 
and  will  produce  others^  i?i  your  stead :  for  GOD  is  able  to  do  this. 
Whoso  desireth  the  reward  of  this  world,  verily  with  GOD  is  the  reward 

empty,  to  conceal  the  matter  from  their  neighbours,  filled  their  sacks  with  fine  white  sand, 
which  in  the  east  pretty  much  resembles  meal.  Abraham  being  informed  by  his  servants,  on 
their  return,  of  their  ill  success,  the  concern  he  was  under  threw  him  into  a  sleep ;  and  in  the 
meantime  Sarah,  knowing  nothing  of  what  had  happened,  opening  one  of  the  sacks,  found 
good  flour  in  it,  and  immediately  set  out  about  making  of  bread.  Abraham  awaking  and 
smelling  the  new  bread,  asked  her  whence  she  had  the  flour?  Why,  says  i\\G,  from  y out 
friend  in  Egypt.  Nay,  replied  the  Patriarch,  it  must  have  cotne  front  no  other  than  my 
frietid  God  Almighty.'^ 

^  i.e..  As  to  the  share  they  are  to  have  in  the  distribution  of  the  inheritances  of  their  deceased 
relations;  for  it  seems  that  the  Arabs  were  not  satisfied  with  Mohammed's  decision  on  this 
point,  against  the  old  customs. 

«  i.e.,  He  hath  already  made  his  will  known  unto  you,  by  revealing  the  passages  concerning 
inheritances  in  the  beginning  of  this  chapter. 

•t  Or  the  words  may  be  rendered  in  the  affirmative,  and  whom  ye  desire  to  marry.  For  the 
pagan  Arabs  used  to  wrong  their  female  orphans  in  both  instances ;  obliging  them  to  marry 
against  their  inclinations,  if  they  were  beautiful  or  rich;  or  else  not  suflfering  them  to  marry  at 
all,  that  they  might  keep  what  belonged  to  them. 3 

1  That  is,  male  children  of  tender  years,  to  whom  the  Arabs,  in  the  time  of  paganism,  used 
to  allow  no  share  in  the  distribution  of  their  parents'  estate. ^ 

™  By  the  wife's  remitting  part  of  her  dower  or  other  dues. 

"  So  that  the  woman,  on  the  one  side,  is  unwilling  to  part  with  any  of  her  right ;  and  the 
husband,  on  the  other,  cares  not  to  retain  one  he  has  no  affection  for ;  or,  if  he  should  retain 
her,  she  can  scarce  expect  he  will  use  her  in  all  respects  as  he  ought.  1 

0  i.e.,  Though  you  cannot  use  her  equally  well  with  a  beloved  wife,  yet  observe  some 
measures  of  justice  towards  her ;  for  if  a  man  is  not  able  perfectly  to  perform  his  duty,  he 
ought  not,  for  that  reason,  entirely  to  neglect  it.2 

P  Or  like  one  that  neither  has  a  husband,  nor  is  divorced,  and  at  liberty  to  marry  elsewheie. 

1  That  is,  either  will  bless  them  with  a  better  and  more  advantageous  match,  or  with  peace 
and  tranquillity  of  niind.'^ 

■"  Wanting  the  service  of  no  creature. 

•  i.e..  Either  another  race  of  men  or  a  different  species  of  creatures. 

2  Al  Beidawi.  See  D'He.bel.  Bibl.  Orient,  p.  14,  and  Morgan's  Mahometism  Explained, 
vol.  i.  p.  I  j2.       •*  Al  Beidawi.      "*  See  before,  p.  54,  note  '.      1  Al  Beidawi.      "  Idem.       8  Idem. 
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of  this  world,  and  also  of  that  which  is  to  come  ;  GoD  both  heareth  and 
seeth.  O  true  believers,  observe  justice  when  ye  bear  witness  before 
God,  although  it  be  against  yourselves,  or  yoicr  parents,  or  relations  ; 
whether  the  party  be  rich,  or  whether  he  be  poor  ;  for  God  is  more 
worthy  than  them  both  :  therefore  follow  not  your  owjt  lust  in  bearing 
testimony^  so  that  ye  svjqxvq  from  justice.  And  whether  ye  wxQSt  yoicr 
evidence,  or  decline  giving  it,  GOD  is  well  acquainted  with  that  which 
ye  do.  O  true  believers,  believe  in  GOD  and  his  apostle,  and  the  book 
which  he  hath  caused  to  descend  unto  his  apostle,  and  the  book  which 
he  hath  formerly  sent  down.*  And  whosoever  believeth  not  in  GOD, 
and  his  angels,  and  his  scriptures,  and  his  apostles,  and  the  last  day, 
he  surely  erreth  in  a  wide  mistake.  Moreover  they  who  believed,  and 
afterwards  became  infidels,  and  then  believed  again,  and  after  that 
disbelieved,  and  increased  in  infidelity,'^  God  will  by  no  means  forgive 
them,  nor  direct  them  into  the  right  way.  Declare  unto  the  ungodly^ 
that  they  shall  suffer  a  painful  punishment.  They  who  take  the  un- 
believers for  their  protectors,  besides  the  faithful,  do  they  seek  for 
power  with  them  ?  since  all  power  belongeth  unto  God.  And  he  hath 
already  revealed  unto  you,  in  the  book  of  the  Kordn^  the  following 
passage:  When  ye  shall  hear  the  signs  of  God,  they  shall  not  be  believed, 
but  they  shall  be  laughed  to  scorn.  Therefore  sit  not  with  them  who 
believe  ?tot,  until  they  engage  in  different  discourse  ;  for  if  ye  do,  ye 
will  certainly  become  like  unto  them.  God  will  surely  gather  the  un- 
godly and  the  unbelievers  together  in  hell.  They  who  wait  to  observe 
what  befalleth  you,  if  victory  be  granted  you  from  God,  say.  Were  we 
not  with  you  ?^  But  if  any  advantage  happen  to  the  infidels,  they  say 
imio  them,  Were  we  not  superior  to  you,*  and  have  we  not  defended 
you  against  the  believers  ?  God  shall  judge  between  you  on  the  day 
of  resurrection  ;  and  GOD  will  not  grant  the  unbelievers  means  to  pre- 
vail over  the  faithful.  The  hypocrites  act  deceitfully  with  GoD,  but 
he  will  deceive  them  ;  and  when  they  stand  up  to  pray,  they  stand 
carelessly,  affecting  to  be  seen  of  men,  and  remember  not  GOD,  unless 
a  little,b  wavering  between  faith  and  infdelity,  and  adhering  neither 
unto  these  nor  unto  those  f  and  for  him  whom  GOD  shall  lead  astray, 
thou  shaltfind  no  true  path.  O  true  believers,  take  not  the  unbelievers 
for  y^^^r  protectors,  besides  the  faithful.  Will  ye  furnish  GOD  with  an 
evident  argument  of  impiety  against  you  1    Moreover  the  hypocrites 

<■  It  is  said  that  Abda'llah  Ebn  Salam  and  his  companions  told  Mohammed  that  they 
believed  in  him,  and  his  Koran,  and  in  Moses,  and  the  Pentateuch,  and  in  Ezra,  but  no 
farther  ;  whereupon  this  passage  was  revealed,  declaring  that  a  partial  faith  is  little  better  than 
none  at  all,  and  that  a  true  believer  must  believe  in  all  God's  prophets  and  revelations  without 
exception. 4 

u  These  were  the  Jews,  who  first  believed  in  Moses,  and  afterwards  fell  into  idolatry  by 
worshipping  the  golden  calf ;  and  though  they  repented  of  that,  yet  in  after  ages  rejected  the 
prophets  who  were  sent  to  them,  and  particularly  Jesus,  the  son  of  Mary,  and  now  filled  up 
the  measure  of  their  unbelief  by  rejecting  of  Mohammed.^ 

s  Mohammed  here  means  those  who  hypocritically  pretended  to  believe  in  him  but  really 
did  not,  and  by  their  treachery  did  great  mischief  to  his  party.  1 

y  Cap.  6. 

«  i.e..  Did  we  not  assist  you  ?    Therefore  give  us  part  of  the  spoil.2 

»  Would  not  our  army  have  cut  you  oft"  if  it  had  not  been  for  our  faint  assistance,  or  rather 
desertion,  of  the  Moslems,  and  our  disheartening  theiii?^ 

*>  That  is,  with  the  tongue,  and  not  with  the  heart. 

''-  Halting  between  two  opinions,  and  being  staunch  friends  neither  to  the  Moslems  njr  ihe 
infidels. 

•'  AI  Ccdiawl        5  ijem.        1  Idem.        2  Idem.        3  idem. 
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shall  be  in  the  lowest  bottom  of  hell  fire,*^  and  thou  shalt  not  find  any 
to  help  them  thence.  But  they  who  repent  and  amend,  and  adhere 
firmly  unto  GOD,  and  approve  the  sincerity  of  their  religion  to  GoD, 
they  shall  be  fitcjnbered  W\\h  the  faithful ;  and  GoD  will  surely  give  the 
faithful  a  great  reward.  And  how  should  GOD  go  about  to  punish  you, 
if  ye  be  thankful  and  believe?  for  GOD  is  grateful  rtwrt' wise.  (VI.)  GOD 
loveth  not  the  speaking  ill  of  any  one  in  public,  unless  he  who  is  in- 
jured call  for  assistance  J  and  God  heareth  a7id  knoweth  :  whether  ye 
publish  a  good  action,  or  conceal  it,  or  forgive  evil,  verily  GOD  is  gracious 
and  powerful.  They  who  believe  not  in  God  and  his  apostles,  and 
would  make  a  distinction  between  GOD  and  his  apostles,^  and  say.  We 
believe  in  some  of  the  prophets,  and  reject  others  of  them,  and  seek  to 
take  a  7niddle  way  in  this  matter;  these  are  really  unbelievers,  and  we 
have  prepared  for  the  unbelievers  an  ignominious  punishment.  But  they 
who  beheve  in  GOD  and  his  apostles,  and  make  no  distinction  between 
any  of  them,  unto  those  will  we  surely  give  their  reward ;  and  GoD  is 
gracious  and  merciful.  They  who  have  received  the  scriptures'  will  de- 
mand of  thee,  that  thou  cause  a  book  to  descend  unto  them  from  heaven : 
they  formerly  asked  of  Moses  a  greater  thing  than  this ;  for  they  said, 
Show  us  God  visibly.^  Wherefore  a  storm  of  fire  from  heaven  destroyed 
them,  because  of  their  iniquity.  Then  they  took  the  calf  y^r  their 
God^  after  that  evident  proofs  of  the  divine  unity  had  come  unto  them : 
but  we  forgave  the7n  that,  and  gave  Moses  a  manifest  power  to  punish 
them.^  And  we  lifted  the  mountain  of  Sinai  over  them,^  when  we 
exacted  from  them  their  covenant ;  and  said  unto  them.  Enter  the  gate 
of  the  city  worshipping.^  We  also  said  unto  them,  Transgress  not  on 
the  sabbath  day.  And  we  received  from  them  a  firm  covenant,  that 
they  would  observe  these  things.  Therefore  for  that""  they  have  made 
void  their  covenant,  and  have  not  believed  in  the  signs  of  GOD,  and 
have  slain  the  prophets  unjustly,  and  have  said.  Our  hearts  are  uncir- 
cumcised  (but  God  hath  sealed  them  up,  because  of  their  unbelief; 
therefore  they  shall  not  believe,  except  a  few  of  thejyi)  :  and  for  that  they 
have  not  believed  on  Jesus,  and  have  spoken  against  Mary  a  grievous 
calumny;"  and  have  said,  Verily  we  have  slain  Christ  Jesus  the  son  of 
Mary,  the  apostle  of  God;  yet  they  slew  him  not,  neither  crucified 
him,  but  he  was  represented  by  one  in  his  likeness;'  and  verily  they 

^  See  the  Preliminary  Discourse,  Sect.  IV. 

^  See  c.  2,  p.  31,  note  h. 

f  That  is,  the  Jews  ;  who  demanded  of  Mohammed,  as  a  proof  of  his  mission,that  they  might 
see  a  book  of  revelations  descend  to  him  from  heaven,  or  that  he  would  produce  one  written 
in  a  celestial  character,  hke  the  two  tables  of  Moses. 

S  See  chapter  2,  p.  6. 

This  story  =pems  to  be  an  addition  to  what  Moses  says  of  the  seventy  elders,  who  went  up 
to  the  mouni.iin  with  him,  and  with  Aaron,  Nadab,  and  Abihu,  and  saw  the  God  of  Israel. 1 

1*  5ee  chnyiter  2,  p.  6. 

'See  ibid.  p.  6,  note"*. 

k  See  ibid.  p.  8. 

1  See  ibid.  p.  7. 

"*  There  being  nothing  in  the  following  words  of  this  sentence,  to  answer  to  the  causal /«7r 
that,  Jallalo'ddin  supposes  something  to  be  understood  to  complete  the  sense,  as  there/ore  wt 
have  cursed  them,  or  the  like. 

"  By  accusing  her  of  fornication.2 

«  See  chapter  3,  p.  38,  and  the  notes  there. 

1  Exod.  xxiv.  9,  10,  II.  2  See  the  Kor.  c.  19,  ^nd  that  virulent  book  entitled  Toldoth  Jesa 
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who  disagreed  concerning  him/  were  in  a  doubt  as  to  this  mattery 
and  had  no  sure  knowledge  thereof,  but  followed  only  an  uncertain 
opinion.  They  did  not  really  kill  him;  but  GOD  took  him  up  unto 
himself:  and  God  is  mighty  and  wise.  And  there  shall  not  be  one  of 
those  who  have  received  the  scriptures,  who  shall  not  believe  in  him, 
before  his  death  -^  and  on  the  day  of  resurrection  he  shall  be  a  witness 
against  them.^  Because  of  the  iniquity  of  those  who  Judaize,  we  have 
forbidden  them  good  things,  which  had  been  formerly  allowed  them ;' 
and  because  they  shut  out  many  from  the  way  of  God,  and  have  given 
usury,  which  was  forbidden  them  by  the  law,  and  devoured  men's 
substance  vainly :  we  have  prepared  for  such  of  them  as  are  unbelievers 
a  painful  punishment.  But  those  among  them  who  are  well  grounded 
in  knowledge,*  and  the  faithful,  who  believe  in  that  which  hath  been 
sent  down  unto  thee,  and  that  which  hath  been  sent  down  tmto  the 
prophets  before  thee,  and  who  observe  the  stated  times  of  prayer,  and 
give  alms,  and  believe  in  God  and  the  last  day ;  unto  these  will  we 
give  a  great  reward.  Verily  we  have  revealed  our  will  unto  thee,  as 
we  have  revealed  it  unto  Noah  and  the  prophets  who  succeeded  him ; 
and  as  we  revealed  it  unto  Abraham,  and  Ismael,  and  Isaac,  and 
Jacob,  and  the  tribes,  and  unto  Jesus,  and  Job,  and  Jonas,  and  Aaron, 
and  Solomon ;  and  we  have  given  thee  the  Koran,  as  we  gave  the 
Psalms  unto  David :  some  apostles  have  we  se7tt,  whom  we  have 
formerly  mentioned  unto  thee ;  and  other  apostles  have  we  sent,  whom 
we  have  not  mentioned  unto  thee ;  and  God  spake  unto  Moses,  dis- 
coursing with  him  J  apostles  declaring  good  tidings,  and  denouncing 
threats,  lest  men  should  have  an  argument  of  excuse  against  GOD, 
after  the  apostles  had  been  sent  unto  them;  GOD  is  mighty  and  wise. 
God  is  witness  of  that  revelatiofi  which  he  hath  sent  down  unto  thee  ; 
he  sent  it  down  with  his  special  knowledge  :  the  angels  also  are  wit- 
nesses thereof;  but  GOD  is  a  sufficient  witness.     They  who  believe  not, 

P  For  some  mniiuaincd  iliat  he  was  justly  and  really  crucified  ;  some  insisted  that  it  was 
not  Jesus  who  suftered,  but  another  who  resembled  him  in  the  face,  pretending  the  other 
parts  of  his  body,  by  their  unlikeness,  plainly  discovered  the  imposition  ;  some  said  he  was 
taken  up  into  heaven  ;  and  others,  that  his  manhood  only  suffered,  and  that  his  godhead 
ascended  into  heaven. 3 

1  This  passage  is  expounded  two  ways. 

Some,  refernns  the  relative  his,  to  the  first  antecedent,  take  the  meaning  to  be,  that  no  Jew 
or  Christian  shall  die  before  he  believes  in  Jesus  :  for  they  say,  that  when  one  of  either  of 
those  religions  is  ready  to  breathe  his  last,  and  sees  the  angel  of  death  before  him,  he  shall 
then  believe  in  that  prophet  as  he  ought,  though  his  faith  will  not  then  be  of  any  avail.  Accord- 
ing to  a  tradition  of  Hejaj,  when  a  Jew  is  expiring,  the  angels  will  strike  him  on  the  back  and 
face,  and  say  to  him,  O  thou  enemy  of  Goo,  Jesiis  was  seni  as  a  prophet  iinto  thee,  and  thou 
didst  not  believe  on  hhn;  to  which  he  will  answer,  /  now  believe  him  to  be  the  se>-vant  o/Qoo; 
and  to  a  dying  Christian  they  will  say,  Jesus  was  sent  as  a  prophet  unto  thee,  attd  tko7c  hast 
ijnagined  hi7n  to  be  pQ-o,  or  the  son  o/GoT> ;  whereupon  he  will  believe  him  to  be  the  servant 
ot  Gou  only,  and  his  apostle. 

Others,  taking  the  above-mentioned  relative  to  refer  to  Jesus,  suppose  the  intent  of  the 
passage  to  be,  that  all  Jews  and  Christians  in  general  shall  have  a  right  faith  in  that  prophet 
before  his  death,  that  is.  when  he  descends  from  heaven  and  returns  into  the  world,  where  he 
is  to  kill  Antichrist,  and  to  establish  the  Mohammedan  religion,  and  a  most  perfect  tranquillity 
and  security  on  earth.l 

"■  *.e.,  Against  the  Jews,  for  rejecting  him  ;  and  against  the  Christians,  for  calling  him  God, 
and  the  son  of  God.2 

•  See  chapter  3,  p.  38  and  42,  and  the  notes  there. 

*  As  Abda'llah  Ebn  Salam,  and  his  companions.3 

3  Al  Beldawi.  1  Jallalo'ddin,  Yahya,  al  Zamakhshari,  and  al  Beidawl     Sec  the  Prelim 

Disc.  Sect.  IV.         2  Al  Beidawi.        3  idem. 
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and  turn  aside  others  from  the  way  of  GoD,  have  erred  in  a  wide 
mistake.  Verily  those  who  believe  not,  and  act  unjustly,  GoD  will  by 
no  means  forgive,  neither  will  he  direct  them  into  afiy  other  way  than 
the  way  of  hell ;  they  shall  remain  therein  for  ever :  and  this  is  easy 
with  God.  O  men,  now  is  the  apostle  come  unto  you,  with  truth  from 
your  Lord  ;  believe  therefore,  it  will  be  better  for  you.  But  if  ye 
disbelieve,  verily  unto  GOD  beloiigeth  whatsoever  is  in  heaven  and  on 
earth  ;  and  GoD  is  knowing  and  wise.  O  ye  who  have  received  the 
scriptures,  exceed  not  the  just  bounds  in  your  religion,"  neither  say  of 
God  any  other  than  the  truth.  Verily  Christ  Jesus  the  son  of  Mary  is 
the  apostle  of  God,  and  his  Word,  which  he  conveyed  into  Mary,  and 
a  spirit  proceeding  from  him.  Believe  therefore  in  GOD,  and  his 
apostles,  and  say  not,  There  are  three  Godsj^  forbear  this;  it  will  be 
better  for  you.  God  is  but  one  God.  Far  be  it  from  him  that  he 
should  have  a  son  !  unto  him  belongeth  whatsoever  is  in  heaven  and 
on  earth  ;  and  God  is  a  sufficient  protector.  Christ  doth  not  proudly 
disdain  to  be  a  servant  unto  God  ;  neither  the  angels  who  approach 
near  to  his  presence :  and  whoso  disdaineth  his  service,  and  is  puffed 
up  with  pride,  God  will  gather  them  all  to  himself,  on  the  last  day. 
Unto  those  who  believe,  and  do  that  which  is  right,  he  shall  give  their 
rewards,  and  shall  superabundantly  add  unto  them  of  his  liberality : 
but  those  who  are  disdainful  and  proud,  he  will  punish  with  a  grievous 
punishment ;  and  they  shall  not  find  any  to  protect  or  to  help  them, 
besides  God.  O  men,  now  is  an  evident  proof  come  unto  you  from 
Your  Lord,  and  we  have  sent  down  unto  you  manifest  light.y  They 
who  believe  in  God  and  firmly  adhere  to  him,  he  will  lead  them  into 
mercy  from  him,  and  abundance  ;  and  he  will  direct  them  in  the  right 
way  to  himself.^  They  will  consult  thee  for  thy  decision  in  certain 
cases;  say  nnto  them,  GOD  giveth  you  these  determinations,  concerning 
the  more  remote  degrees  of  kindred.^  If  a  man  die  without  issue,  and 
have  a  sister,  she  shall  have  the  half  of  what  he  shall  leave  :''  and  he 
shall  be  heir  to  her,"  in  case  she  have  no  issue.  But  if  there  be  two 
sisters,  they  shall  have  between  them  two  third  parts  of  what  he  shall 
leave ;  and  if  there  be  several,  both  brothers  and  sisters,  a  male  shall 
have  as  much  as  the  portion  of  two  females.  GoD  declareth  unto  you 
these  precepts,  lest  ye  err  :  and  GOD  knoweth  all  things. 

"  Either  by  rejecting  and  contemning  of  Jesus  as  the  Jews  do ;  or  raising  him  to  an  equality 

with  God,  as  do  the  Christians. 4 

s  Namely,  God,  Jesus,  and  Mary.l  For  the  eastern  Avriters  mention  a  sect  ot  Christians 
which  held  the  Trinity  to  be  composed  of  those  three  ;2  but  it  is  allowed  that  this  heresy  has 
been  long  since  extinct. 3  The  passage,  however,  is  equally  levelled  against  the  Holy  Trinity, 
according  to  the  doctrine  of  the  orthodox  Christians,  who,  as  al  Beidawi  acknowledges,  believe 
the  divine  nature  to  consist  of  three  persons,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost ;  by  the 
Father  understanding  God's  essence  ;  by  the  Son  his  knowledge,  and  by  the  Holy  Ghost  his  life. 

y  That  is,  Mohammed  and  his  Koran. 

»  viz..  Into  the  religion  of  Islam,  in  this  world,  and  the  way  to  paradise  in  the  next.* 

»  See  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  p.  53. 

*>  And  the  other  half  will  go  to  the  public  treasury. 

*  That  is,  he  shall  inherit  her  whole  substance. 

4  Al  Beidawi.  1  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin,  Yahya.  2  Elmacin.  p.  227.  Eutych.  p.  12a  See 
the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  II.         3  Ahmed  Ebn  Abd'al  Ilalim.        <  Al  Beidawu 
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CHAPTER    V. 
ENTITLED,  THE  TABLE  f   REVEALED   AT   MEDINA. 

IN   THE   NAME  OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL  GOD.  . 

OTRUE  believers,  perform  your  contracts.     Ye  are  allowed  lo  eat   I   "^^ 
the  brute  cattle,®  other  than  what  ye  are  commanded  to  abstain    I  />s^*^' 
from  J  except  the  game  which  ye  are  allowed  at  other  times,  b2it  not    ' 
while  ye  are  on  pilgrimage  to  Mecca j  GOD  ordaineth  that  which  he 
pleaseth.     O  true  believers,  violate  not  the  holy  rites  of  GOD,^  nor  the 
sacred  month,^  nor  the  offering,  nor  the  ornaments  hung  thereon^  nor 
those  who  are  travelling  to  the  holy  house,  seeking  favour  from  their 
Lord,  and  to  please  him.     But  when  ye  shall  have  finished  your  pU 
grimage,  then  hunt.     And  let  not  the  malice  of  some,  in  that  they 
hindered  you  from  entering  the  sacred  temple,^  provoke  you  to  trans- 
gress, by  taking  revenge  on  them  in  the  sacred  months.     Assist  one 
another  according  to  justice  and  piety,  but  assist  not  one  another  in 
injustice  and  malice  :  therefore  fear  GOD  ;  for  GOD  is  severe  in  punish- 
ing.    Ye  are  forbidden  to  eat  that  which  dieth  of  itself,  and  blood,  and   \ 
swine's  flesh,  and  that  on  which  the  name  of  any  besides  GOD  hath    | 
been  invocated  ;^  and  that  which  hath  been  strangled,  or  killed  by  a   ; 
blow,  or  by  a  fall,  or  by  the  horns  of  another  beast,  and  that  which  hath    j 
been  eaten  by  a  wild  beast,^  except  what  ye  shall  kill  yourselves j"^  and    i 
that  which  hath  been  sacrificed  unto  idols.'*     //  is  likewise  unlawful   \ 
for  you  to  make  division  by  casting  lots  with  arrows.**     This  is  an  im- 
piety. On  this  day ,^  woe  be  unto  those  who  have  apostatized  from  their 
religion  ;  therefore  fear  not  them,  but  fear  me.     This  day  have  I  per- 
fected your  religion  for  you,**  and  have  completed  my  mercy  upon 

"*  This  title  is  taken  from  the  Table,  which,  towards  the  end  of  the  chapter,  is  fabled  to  have 
been  let  down  from  heaven  to  Jesus.  It  is  sometimes  also  called  the  chapter  of  Contract:, 
v/hich  word  occurs  in  the  first  verse. 

•^  As  camels,  oxen,  and  sheep ;  and  also  wild  cows,  antelopes,  &c.  :1  but  not  swine,  nor  what 
is  taken  in  hunting  during  the  pilgrimage. 

f  i.e..  The  ceremonies  used  in  the  pilgrimage  of  Mecca. 

e  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  VII. 

h  The  offering  here  meant  is  the  sheep  led  to  Mecca,  to  be  there  sacrificed,  about  the  neck  of 
which  they  used  to  hang  garlands,  green  boughs,  or  some  other  ornament,  that  it  may  be  dis- 
tinguished as  a  thing  sacred. 2 

'  In  the  expedition  of  Al  Hodeibiya.3 

k  For  the  idolatrous  Arabs  used,  in  killing  any  animal  for  food,  to  consecrate  it,  as  it  were, 
to  their  idols,  by  saying,  In  the  name  of  Allat,  or  al  Uzza.'* 

'  Or  by  a  creature  trained  up  to  hunting. 5 

""  That  is,  unless  ye  come  up  time  enough  to  find  life  in  the  animal,  and  to  cut  its  throat. 

"  The  word  also  signifies  certain  stones,  which  the  pagan  AralDS  used  to  set  up  near  their 
houses,  and  on  which  they  superstitiously  slew  animals,  in  honour  of  their  gods.6 

"  See  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  V. 

P  This  passage,  it  is  said,  was  revealed  on  Friday  evening,  being  the  day  of  the  pilgrims 
visiting  Mount  Arafat,  the  last  time  Mohammed  visited  the  temple  cf  Mecca,  therefore  called 
the  pii^i  image  of  valedictionJ 

1  And  therefore  the  commentators  say,  that  after  this  time,  no  positive  or  negative  precept 
was  ;jiven.l 

1  Jallalo'ddin,  al  Beidawi.  2  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.         3  See  the  Prelim.  Disc. 

Sect.  II.  *Seec.2,  p.  iS.  5  Al  Beidawi.  6  idem.  ?  Idem.     See  Prid.  Life 

of  Mahom.  p.  99.        1  Vide  Abulfed.  Vit.  Moh.  p.  131. 
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you  ;"■  and  I  have  chosen  for  you  I  slam,  to  be  your  religion.  But  whosoever 
shall  be  driven  by  necessity  through  hunger  to  eat  of  what  we  have 
forbidden,  not  designing  to  sin,  surely  GOD  will  be  indulgent  and  mer- 
ciful unto  him.  They  will  ask  thee  what  is  allowed  them  as  lawful  to 
eat?  Answer,  Such  things  as  are  good®  are  allowed  you  ;  and  what 
ye  shall  teach  animals  of  prey  to  catch^  training  them  up  for  hunting 
after  the  manner  of  dogs,  and  teaching  them  according  to  the  skill 
which  God  hath  taught  you.  Eat  therefore  of  that  which  they  shall 
catch  for  you  ;  and  commemorate  the  name  of  GoD  thereon ;"  and  feai 
God,  for  God  is  swift  in  taking  an  account.  This  day  are  ye  allowed 
to  eat  such  things  as  are  good,  and  the  food  of  those  to  whom  the 
scriptures  were  given*  is  also  allowed  as  lawful  unto  you  ;  and  youi 
food  is  allowed  as  lawful  unto  them.  And  ye  are  also  allowed  to  marry 
free  women  that  are  believers,  and  also  free  women  of  those  who  have 
received  the  scriptures  before  you,  when  ye  shall  have  assigned  them 
their  dower  ;  living  chastely  with  thevi^  neither  committing  fornication, 
nor  taking  them  for  concubines.  Whoever  shall  renounce  the  faith, 
his  work  shall  be  vain,  and  in  the  next  life  he  shall  be  of  those  who 
perish.  O  true  believers,  when  ye  prepare  yourselves  to  pray,  wash 
I  your  faces,  and  your  hands  unto  the  elbows  ;  and  rub  your  heads,  and 
J  your  feet  unto  the  ankles  ;  and  if  ye  be  polluted  by  having  lain  with  a 
woman,  wash  yourselves  all  over.  But  if  ye  be  sick,  or  on  a  journey, 
or  any  of  you  cometh  from  the  privy,  or  if  ye  have  touched  women, 
and  ye  find  no  water,  take  fine  clean  sand,  and  rub  your  faces  and 
your  hands  therewith  ;  GOD  would  not  put  a  difficulty  upon  you  ;  but 
he  desireth  to  purify  you,  and  to  complete  his  favour  upon  you,  that  ye 
may  give  thanks.  Remember  the  favour  of  GoD  towards  you,  and  his 
covenant  which  he  hath  made  with  you,  when  ye  said.  We  have  heard, 
and  will  obey.y  Therefore  fear  GoD,  for  GOD  knoweth  the  innermost 
parts  of  the  breasts  of  men.  O  true  believers,  observe  justice  when  ye 
appear  as  witnesses  before  GOD,  and  let  not  hatred  towards  any  induce 
you  to  do  wrong  :  but  act  justly ;  this  will  approach  nearer  unto  piety ; 
and  fear  God,  for  GOD  is  fully  acquainted  with  what  ye  do.  GOD  hath 
promised  unto  those  who  believe,  and  do  that  which  is  right,  that  they 
shall  receive  pardon  and  a  great  reward.  But  they  who  believe  not, 
and  accuse  our  signs  of  falsehood,  they  shall  be  the  companions  of 
hell.  O  true  behevers,  remember  God's  favour  towards  you,  when 
certain  men  designed  to  stretch  forth  their  hands  against  you,  but  he 
restrained  their  hands  from  hurting  you  -^  therefore  fear  GOD,  and  in 

""  By  havins  given  you  a  true  and  perfect  religion  ;  or,  by  the  taking  of  Mecca,  and  the 
destruction  of  idolatry. 

^  Not  such  as  are  filthy,  or  unwholesome. 

'  Whether  beasts  or  birds. 

"  Either  when  ye  let  go  the  hound,  hawk,  or  other  animal,  after  the  game  ;  or  when  \'^ 
kill  it, 

«  viz.,  Slain  or  dressed  by  Jews  or  Christians. 

y  These  words  are  the  form  used  at  the  inauguration  of  a  prince  ;  and  Mohammed  here 
Intends  the  oath  of  fidelity  which  his  followers  had  taken  to  him  at  al  Akaba." 

*  The  commentators  tell  several  stories  as  the  occasion  of  this  passage.  One  says,  that 
Mohammed  and  some  of  his  followers  being  at  Osfan  (a  place  not  far  from  Mecca,  in  the  way 
to  Medina),  and  performing  their  noon  devotions,  a  company  of  idolaters,  who  were  in  view, 
repented  tliey  had  not  taken  that  opportunity  of  attacking  them,  and  therefore  waited  till  the 
hour  of  evening  prayer,  intending  to  fall  upon  them  then:  but  God  defeated  their  design,  by 

8  Vide  Abulfed.  ibid.  p.  43,  and  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  1 1. 
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God  let  the  faithful  trust.  God  fornieriy  accepted  the  covenant  of 
the  children  of  Israel,  and  we  appointed  out  of  them  twelve  leaders  : 
and  God  said,  Verily,  I  am  with  you  :^  if  ye  observe  prayer,  and  give 
alms,  and  believe  in  my  apostles,  and  assist  them,  and  lend  unto  GOD 
on  good  usury ,b  I  will  surely  expiate  your  evil  deeds  from  you,  and  I 
will  lead  you  into  gardens,  wherein  rivers  flow  :  but  he  among  you 
who  disbelieveth  after  this,  erreth  from  the  straight  path.  Wherefore 
because  they  have  broken  their  covenant,  we  have  cursed  them,  and 
hardened  their  hearts ;  they  dislocate  the  W'ords  of  the  Pentateuch  from 
their  places,  and  have  forgotten  part  ot  what  they  were  admonished  ; 
and  thou  wilt  not  cease  to  discover  deceitful  practices  among  them, 
except  a  few  of  them.  But  forgive  them/  and  pardon  them,  for  God 
loveth  the  beneficent.  And  from  those  who  say.  We  are  Christians, 
we  have  received  their  covenant ;  but  they  have  forgotten  part  of  what 
they  were  admonished  ;  wherefore  we  have  raised  up  enmity  and  hatred 
among  them,  till  the  day  of  resurrection ;  and  GOD  will  then  surely  de- 
clare unto  them  what  they  have  been  doing.  O  ye  who  have  received 
the  scriptures,  now  is  our  apostle  come  unto  you,  to  make  manifest  unto 
you  many  thi7igs  which  ye  concealed  in  the  scriptures  f  and  to  pass 
over*^  many  things.  Now  is  light  and  a  perspicuous  book  of  revelations 
come  unto  you  from  GOD.  Thereby  will  GOD  direct  him  who  shall 
follow  his  good  pleasure,  into  the  paths  of  peace  ;  and  shall  lead  them 
out  of  darkness  into  light,  by  his  will,  and  shall  direct  them  in  the 
right  way.  They  are  infidels,  who  say.  Verily  GOD  is  Christ  the  son 
of  Mary.  Say  unto  them,  And  who  could  obtain  anything  from  GOD 
to  the  contrary,  if  he  pleased  to  destroy  Christ  the  son  of  Mary,  and 
his  mother,  and  all  those  who  are  on  the  earth  ?  For  unto  GOD 
belongeth  the  kingdom  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  whatsoever  is  con- 

revealing  the  verse  o^/ear.  Another  relates,  that  the  prophet  going  to  the  tribe  of  Koreidha 
(who  were  Jews)  to  levy  a  fine  for  the  blood  of  two  Moslems,  who  had  been  killed  by  mistake, 
by  Amru  Ebn  Ommeya  al  Dimri,  they  desired  him  to  sit  down  and  eat  with  them,  and  they 
would  pay  the  fine  ;  Mohammed  complying  with  their  request,  while  he  was  sitting,  they  laid 
a  design  against  his  life,  one  Amru  Ebn  Jahash  undertaking  to  throw  a  millstone  upon  him  ; 
but  God  withheld  his  hand,  and  Gabriel  immediately  descended  to  acquaint  the  prophet  with 
their  treachery,  upon  which  he  rose  up  and  went  his  way.  A  third  story  is,  that  Mohammed 
haying  hung  up  his  arms  on  a  tree,  under  which  he  was  resting  himself,  and  his  companions 
being  dispersed  some  distance  from  him,  an  Arab  of  the  desert  came  up  to  him  and  drew  his 
sword,  saying,  Who  hindereth  mejroin  killing  thee  ?  To  which  Mohammed  answered,  GoD  ; 
and  Gabriel  beating  the  sword  out  of  the  Arab's  hand,  Mohammed  took  it  up,  and  asked  him 
the  same  Question,  Who  Jiiiide^s  tne  froin  killing  thee  ?  the  Arab  replied,  nobody,  and  imme- 
diately professed  Mohammedism.1  Abulfeda^  tecls  the  same  story,  with  some  variation  of 
circumstances. 

a  After  the  Israelites  had  escaped  from  Pharaoh,  God  ordered  them  to  go  against  Jericho, 
which  was  then  inhabited  by  giants,  of  the  race  of  the  Canaanite;>,  promising  to  give  it  mto 
their  hands  ;  and  Moses,  by  the  divine  direction,  appointed  a  prince  or  captam  over  each 
tribe,  to  lead  them  in  that  expedition,-^  and  when  they  came  to  the  borders  of  the  land  of 
Canaan,  sent  the  captains  as  spies  to  get  information  of  the  state  of  the  couiitr\  ,  enjoming 
them  secresy  ;  but  they  being  terrified  at  the  prodigious  size  and  strength  of  the  inhabitants, 
disheartened  the  people  by  publicly  telling  what  they  had  seen,  except  only  Caleb  the  son  of 
Yufanna  (Jephunneh)and  Jo.shua  the  son  of  Nun.4 

b  By  contributing  towards  this  holy  war. 

^  That  is,  if  they  repent  and  believe,  or  submit  to  pay  tribute.  Some,  however,  think  these 
words  are  abrogated  by  the  verse  of  the  svjord.^ 

^  Such  as  the  verse  of  stoning  adulterer.s,6  the  description  of  Mohammed,  and  Christ's 
prophecy  of  him  by  the  name  of  Ahmed. 7 

®  i.e.y  Those  which  it  was  not  necessary  to  restore. 

1  Al  Beidawi.  2  Vit.  Moh.  p.  73.  3  See  Numb.  i.  4,  5.  «  Al  BeidawL 

Numb,  xiii,  and  xiv         5  Al  Beidawi.        6  See  c.  3,  p.  34.        7  Al  Beidawi. 
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tained  between  them  ;  he  createth  what  he  pleaseth,  and  God  is 
ahnighty.  The  Tews  and  the  Christians  say,  We  are  the  children  of 
God,  and  his  beloved.  Answer,  Why  therefore  doth  he  punish  you 
for  your  sins  ?  Nay,  but  ye  are  men,  of  those  whom  he  hath  created. 
He  forgiveth  whom  he  pleaseth,  and  punisheth  whom  he  pleaseth ;  and 
unto  God  beloiigeth  the  kingdom  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  of  what  is 
contained  between  them  both  ;  and  unto  him  shall  all  things  return. 

0  ye  who  have  received  the  scriptures,  now  is  our  apostle  come  unto 
you,  declaring  unto  you  the  tnie  religion^  during  the  cessation  of 
apostles,'  lest  ye  should  say,  There  came  unto  us  no  bearer  of  good 
tidings,  nor  any  warner  :  but  now  is  a  bearer  of  good  tidings  and  a 
warner  come  unto  you  ;  and  GOD  is  almighty.  Call  to  mind  when 
Moses  said  unto  his  people,  O  my  people,  remember  the  favour  of  GOD 
towards  you,  since  he  hath  appointed  prophets  among  you,  and  con- 
stituted you  kingSjS  and  bestowed  on  you  what  he  hath  given  to  no 
other  nation  in  the  world.^  O  my  people,  enter  the  holy  land,  which 
God  hath  decreed  you,  and  turn  not  your  backs,  lest  ye  be  subverted 
and  perish.  They  answered,  O  Moses,  verily  there  are  a  gigantic 
people  in  the  landj^  and  we  will  by  no  means  enter  it,  until  they  de- 
part thence ;  but  if  they  depart  thence,  then  will  we  enter  therein.  And 
two  men^  of  those  who  feared  God,  unto  whom  GOD  had  been  gracious, 
said,  Enter  ye  upon  them  suddenly  by  the  gate  of  the  city  ;  and  when 
ve  shall  have  entered  the  same,  ye  shall  surely  be  victorious  :  therefore 
trust  in  GOD,  if  ye  are  true  believers.  They  replied,  O  Moses,  we  will 
never  enter  the  land,  while  they  remain  therein  :  go  therefore  thou,  and 
thy  Lord,  and  fight ;  for  we  will  sit  here.    Moses  said,  O  LORD,  surely 

1  am  not  master  of  any  except  myself,  and  my  brother ;  therefore  make 
a  distinction  between  us  and  the  ungodly  people.  God  answered, 
Verily  the  land  shall  be  forbidden  them  forty  years  ;  during  which 
time  they  shall  wander  like  men  astonished  in  the  earth  -}  therefore  be 
not  thou  solicitous  for  the  ungodly  people.  Relate  also  unto  them  the 
history  of  the  two  sons  of  Adam,""  with  tmth.    When  they  offered'^  their 

f  The  Arabic  word  al  Fatra  signifies  the  intermediate  space  of  time  between  two  prophets, 
during  which  no  new  revelation  or  dispensation  was  given  ;  as  the  interval  between  Moses  and 
Jesus,  and  between  Jesus  and  Mohammed,  at  the  expiration  of  which  last,  Mohammed  pre- 
tended to  be  sent. 

S  This  was  fulfilled  either  by  God's  giving  them  a  kingdom,  and  a  long  series  of  princes  ;  or 
by  his  having  made  them  kings  or  tnasters  of  themselves,  by  delivering  them  from  the 
Egyptian  bondage. 

h  Havmg  diviued  the  Red  Sea  for  you,  and  guided  you  by  a  cloud,  and  fed  you  with  quails 
and  manna,  &c.l 

i  The  largest  of  these  giants,  the  commentators  say,  was  Og,  the  son  of  Anak  ;  concerning 
whose  enormous  stature,  his  escaping  the  Flood,  and  the  manner  of  his  being  slain  by  Moses, 
the  Mohammedans  relate  several  absurd  fables. 2 

^  Namely,  Caleb  and  Joshua. 

1  The  commentators  pretend  that  the  Israelites,  while  they  thus  wandered  in  the  desert, 
were  kept  within  the  compass  of  about  eighteen  (or  as  some  say  twenty-seven)  miles  ;  and  that 
though  they  travelled  from  morning  to  night,  yet  they  constantly  found  themselves  the  next 
day  at  the  place  from  whence  they  set  out.l 

™  viz.,  Cain  and  Abel,  whom  the  Mohammedans  call  Kabil  and  Habil. 

°  The  occasion  of  their  making  this  oftermg  is  thus  related,  according  to  the  common  tradi- 
tion in  the  east. 2  Each  of  them  being  born  with  a  twm  sister,  when  they  were  grown  up, 
Adam,  by  God's  direction,  ordered  Cain  to  marry  Abel's  twin  sister,  and  that  Abel  should 

1  Al  Beidawi.  2  Vide  Marracc.  in  Alcor.  p.  231,  &c.     D'Herbel.  Bibl.  Orient  p.  33<<. 

1  Al  Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddin.  2  Vide  Abulfarag,  p.  6,  7  ;  Eutych.  Annal.  p.  15,  16;  and 

D'Herbclot.  Bibl.  Orient.  Art.  Cabil. 
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offering,  and  it  was  accepted  from  one  of  them,®  and  was  not  accepted 
from  the  other,  Caiit  said  to  his  bj'oiher^  I  will  certainly  kill  thee.  Abel 
answered,  God  only  accepteth//?^  offering  of  the  pious ;  if  thou  stretchest 
forth  thy  hand  against  me,  to  slay  me,  I  will  not  stretch  forth  my  hand 
against  thee,  to  slay  thee;  for  I  fear  GOD  the  Lord  of  all  creatures.^  I 
choose  that  thou  shouldest  bear  my  iniquity  and  thine  own  iniquity ;  and 
that  thou  become  a  companion  of  hell  fire ;  for  that  is  the  reward  of  the 
unjust.**  But  his  soul  suffered  him  to  slay  his  brother,  and  he  slew 
him  -^  wherefore  he  became  of  the  immber  of  those  who  perish.  And 
God  sent  a  raven,  which  scratched  the  earth,  to  show  him  how  he 
should  hide  the  shame  of  his  brother,'  and  he  said.  Woe  is  me  !  am  I 
unable  to  be  like  this  raven,  that  I  may  hide  my  brother's  shame  ?  and 
he  became  07ie  of  those  who  repent.  Wherefore  we  commanded  the 
children  of  Israel,  that  he  who  slayeth  a  soul,  without  having  slain  a 
soul,  or  conimitted  wickedness  in  the  earth,'  shall  be  as  if  he  had 
slain  all  mankind  -^  but  he  who  saveth  a  soul  alive,  shall  be  as  if 
he  had  saved  the  lives  of  all  mankind.  Our  apostles  formerly  came 
unto  them,  with  evident  miracles ;  then  were  many  of  them,  after  this, 
transgressors  on  the  earth.  But  the  recompense  of  those  who  fight  v 
against  God  and  his  apostles,  and  study  to  act  corruptly  in  the  earth, 
shall  be,  that  they  shall  be  slain,  or  trucified,  or  have  their  hands  and 
their  feet  cut  off  on  the  opposite  sides,  or  be  banished  the  land.^  This 
shall  be  their  disgrace  in  this  world,  and  in  the  next  world  they  shall 
suffer  a  grievous  punishment ;  except  those  who  shall  repent,  before  ye 
prevail  against  them ;  for  know  that  God  is  inclined  to  forgive,  and 

marry  Cain's  (for  it  being  the  common  opinion  that  marriages  ought  not  to  be  had  in  the 
nearest  degrees  of  consanguinity,  since  they  must  necessarily  marry  their  sisters,  it  seemed 
reasonable  to  suppose  they  ought  to  take  those  of  the  remoter  degree),  but  this  Cain  refusing 
to  agree  to,  because  his  own  sister  was  the  handsomest,  Adam  ordered  them  to  make  their 
offerings  to  God,  thereby  referring  the  dispute  to  his  determination. 3  The  commentators  say 
Cain's  offering  was  a  sheaf  of  the  very  worst  of  his  corn,  but  Abel's  a  fat  lamb,  of  the  best  of 
his  flock, 

0  Namely,  from  Abel,  whose  sacrifice  God  declared  his  acceptance  of  in  a  visible  manner, 
by  causing  fire  to  descend  from  heaven  and  consume  it,  without  touching  that  of  Cain. 4 

P  To  enhance  Abel's  patience,  al  Beidawi  tells  us,  that  he  was  the  stronger  of  the  two,  and 
could  easily  have  prevailed  against  his  brother. 

1  The  conversation  between  the  two  brothers  is  related  somewhat  to  the  .same  purpose  in 
the  Jerusalem  Targum  and  that  of  Jonathan  ben  Uzziel. 

'  Some  say  he  knocked  out  his  brains  with  a  stone  ;5  and  pretend  that  as  Cain  was  consider- 
ing which  way  he  should  effect  the  murder,  the  devil  appeared  to  him  in  a  human  shape,  and 
showed  him  how  to  do  it,  by  crushing  the  head  of  a  bird  between  two  stoncs.6 

'  i.e..  His  dead  corpse.  For  Cain,  having  committed  this  fratricide,  became  exceedingly 
troubled  in  his  mind,  and  carried  the  dead  body  about  on  his  shoulders  for  a  considerable 
time,  not  knowing  where  to  conceal  it,  till  it  stank  horridly ;  and  then  God  taught  him  to 
bury  it  by  the  example  of  a  raven,  who  having  killed  another  raven  in  his  presence,  dug  a  pit 
with  his  claws  and  beak,  and  buried  him  therein.^  For  this  circumstance  of  the  raven  Mo- 
hammed was  beholden  to  the  Jews,  who  tell  the  same  story,  except  only  that  they  make  the 
raven  to  appear  to  Adam,  and  that  he  thereupon  buried  his  son. 8 

'  Such  as  idolatry,  or  robbing  on  the  highway.  1 

"  Having  broken  the  commandment  which  forbids  the  shedding  of  blood. 

*  The  lawyers  are  not  agreed  as  to  the  applying  of  these  punishments.  But  the  commen- 
tators suppose  that  they  who  commit  murder  only  are  to  be  put  to  death  in  the  ordinary  way ; 
those  who  murder  and  rob  too,  to  be  crucified  ;  those  who  rob  without  committing  murder,  to 
have  their  right  hand  and  their  left  foot  cut  off;  and  they  who  assault  persons  and  put  them 
in  fear,  to  be  banished. 2  It  is  also  a  doubt  whether  they  who  are  to  be  crucified  shall  be 
crucified  alive,  or  be  first  put  to  death,  or  whether  they  shall  hang  on  the  cross  till  they  die. 3 

3  Al  Beidawi.  ^  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin.  5  Vide  Eutych.  ubi  supra.  8  Vide  D'Herbelot, 
ubi  sup.         7  Jallalo'ddin,  al  Beidawi.  8  Vide  R.  Eliezer,  Pirke,  c.  ao.  ^  Al  Beidawi 

'  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin.        3  Al  BeidawL 
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merciful.  O  true  believers,  fear  God,  and  earnestly  desire  a  near  con- 
junction  with  him,  and  fight  for  his  religion,  that  ye  may  be  happy. 
Moreover  they  who  believe  not,  although  they  had  whatever  is  in  the 
earth,  and  as  much  more  withal,  that  they  might  therewith  redeem 
themselves  from  punishment  on  the  day  of  resurrection  ;  it  shall  not 
be  accepted  from  them,  but  they  shall  suffer  a  painful  punishment. 
They  shall  desire  to  go  forth  from  the  fire,  but  they  shall  not  go  forth 
from  it,  and  their  punishment  shall  be  permanent.  If  a  man  or  a 
woman  steal,  cut  off  their  hands,y  in  retribution  for  that  which  they 
have  committed  ;  this  is  an  examplary  punishment  appointed  by  GOD ; 
and  God  is  mighty  attd  wise.  But  whoever  shall  repent  after  his 
iniquity,  and  amend,  verily  GOD  will  be  turned  unto  him,*  for  GOD  is 
inclined  to  forgive  a7id  merciful.  Dost  thou  not  know  that  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  and  earth  is  God's  ?  He  punisheth  whom  he  pleaseth,  and 
he  pardoneth  whom  he  pleaseth ;  for  God  is  almighty.  O  apostle,  let 
not  them  grieve  thee,  who  hasten  to  infidelity,*  either  of  those  who  say, 
We  believe,  with  their  mouths,  but  whose  hearts  believe  not  ;b  or  of 
the  Jews,  who  hearken  to  a  lie,  and  hearken  to  other  people  ;  who 
come  not  unto  thee  :  they  pervert  the  words  of  the  law  from  their  true 
places,*^  and  say.  If  this  be  brought  unto  you,  receive  it ;  but  if  it  be 
not  brought  unto  you,  beware  of  receiving  ought  else  f  and  in  behalf 
of  him  whom  GoD  shall  resolve  to  reduce,  thou  shalt  not  prevail  with 
God  at  all.  They  whose  hearts  GOD  shall  not  please  to  cleanse,  shall 
suffer  shame  in  this  world,  and  a  grievous  punishment  in  the  next : 
who  hearken  to  a  lie,  and  eat  that  which  is  forbidden.'  But  if  they 
come  unto  thee  for  jtidgmejit,  either  judge  between  them,  or  leave 
them ;«  and  if  thou  leave  them,  they  shall  not  hurt  thee  at  all.     But 

y  But  this  punishment,  according  to  the  Sonna,  is  not  to  be  inflicted,  unless  the  value  pf  the 
thing  stolen  amount  to  four  dinars,  or  about  forty  shillings.  For  the  first  offence,  the  criminal 
is  to  lose  his  right  hand,  which  is  to  be  cut  off  at  the  wrist ;  for  the  second  offence,  his  left  foot, 
at  the  ankle  ;  for  the  third,  his  left  hand  ;  for  the  fourth,  his  right  foot ;  and  if  he  continue  to 
offend,  he  shall  be  scourged  at  the  discretion  of  the  judge."* 

z  That  is,  God  will  not  punish  him  for  it  hereafter ;  but  his  repentance  does  not  supersede 
the  execution  of  the  law  here,  nor  excuse  him  from  making  restitution.  Yet,  according  to 
al  Shafei,  he  shall  not  be  punished  if  the  party  wronged  forgive  him  before  he  be  carried  before 
a  magistrate.  5 

»  i.e..  Who  take  the  first  opportunity  to  throw  off  the  mask,  and  join  the  unbelievers. 

*>  viz..  The  hypocritical  Mohammedans. 

**  These  words  are  capable  of  two  senses ;  and  may  either  mean  that  they  attended  to  the 
lies  and  forgeries  of  their  Rabbins,  neglecting  the  remonstrances  of  Mohammed  ;  or  else,  that 
they  came  to  hear  Mohammed  as  spies  only,  that  they  might  report  what  he  said  to  their  com- 
panions, and  represent  him  as  a  liar.l 

^  See  chapter  4,  p.  59,  note  *. 

®  That  is,  if  what  Mohammed  tells  you  agrees  with  scripture,  as  corrupted  and  dislocated  by 
us,  then  you  may  accept  it  as  the  word  of  God  ;  but  if  not,  reject  it.  These  words,  it  is  said, 
relate  to  the  sentence  pronounced  by  that  prophet,  on  an  adulterer  and  an  adulteress,'^  both 
persons  of  some  figure  among  the  Jews.  For  they,  it  seems,  though  they  referred  the  matter 
to  Mohammed,  yet  directed  the  persons  who  carried  the  criminals  before  him,  that  if  he  ordered 
them  to  be  scourged,  and  to  have  their  faces  blackened  (by  way  of  ignominy),  they  should 
acquiesce  in  his  determination  ;  but  in  case  he  condemned  them  to  be  stoned,  they  should  not 
And  Mohammed  pronouncing  the  latter  sentence  against  them,  they  refused  to  execute  it,  till 
Ebn  Suriya  (a  Jew),  who  was  called  upon  to  decide  the  matter,  acknowledged  the  law  to  be  so 
— whereupon  they  were  stoned  at  the  door  of  the  mosque.3 

f  Some  understand  this  of  unlawful  meats;  but  others  of  taking  or  drveuriug;  as  it  is  ex- 
pressed, of  usury  and  bribes.  4 

/./.,  Take  thy  choice,  whether  thou  wilt  determine  their  differences  or  not.    Hence  al  Shafei 

4  Tallalo"ddin,  Al  ReidawL  »  Idem.  1  Al  Beidawi  •'  See  c.  1,  p.  34,  note  '. 

•'  Al  I'eidawi.  *  Idem. 
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if  thou  undertake  to  judge,  judge  between  them  with  equity  ;  for 
God  loveth  those  who  observe  justice.  And  how  will  they  submit  to 
thy  decision,  since  they  have  the  law,  containing  the  judgment  of 
God  P*^  Then  will  they  turn  their  backs,  after  this  ;*  but  those  are 
not  true  believers.^  We  have  surely  sent  down  the  law,  containing 
direction,  and  light  :  thereby  did  the  prophets,  who  professed  the 
true  religion,  judge  these  who  Judaized  ;  and  the  doctors  and  priests 
also  judged  by  the  book  of  GoD,  which  had  been  committed  to  their 
custody ;  and  they  were  witnesses  thereof^  Therefore  fear  not  men,  but 
fear  me  ;  neither  sell  my  sign?  for  a  small  price.  And  whoso  judgeth 
not  according  to  what  GOD  hath  revealed,  they  are  infidels.  We  have 
therein  commanded  them,  that  they  should  give  life  for  life,"*  and  eye  \  ■ 
for  eye,  and  nose  for  nose,  and  ear  for  ear,  and  tooth  for  tooth  ;  and  \  .' 
that  wounds  should  also  be  punished  by  retaliation  -J^  but  whoever  should  Y 
remit  it  as  alms,  it  should  be  accepted  as  an  atonement  for  him.  And 
whoso  judgeth  not  according  to  what  GOD  hath  revealed,  they  are  un- 
just. We  also  caused  Jesus  the  son  of  Mary  to  follow  the  footsteps  of 
the  prophets^  confirming  the  law  which  was  sent  down  before  him;  and 
we  gave  him  the  gospel,  containing  direction  and  light  •  confirming 
also  the  law  which  was  given  before  it,  and  a  direction  and  admoni- 
tion unto  those  who  fear  God:  that  they  who  have  received  the  gospel 
might  judge  according  to  what  GoD  hath  revealed  therein :  and  whoso 
judgeth  not  according  to  what  GOD  hath  revealed,  they  are  transgres- 
sors. We  have  also  sent  down  unto  thee  the  book  of  the  Koran  with 
truth,  confirming  that  scripture  which  was  revealed  before  it  •  and  pre- 
serving the  same  sddefroifi  corruption.  Judge  therefore  between  them 
according  to  that  which  GOD  hath  revealed  ;  and  follow  not  their  de- 
sires, by  swerving  from  the  truth  which  hath  come  unto  thee.  Unto 
every  of  you  have  we  given  a  law,  and  an  open  path ;  and  if  GOD  had 
pleased,  he  had  surely  made  you  one  people  f  but  he  hath  thought  fit 
to  give  you  dififerent  laws,  that  he  might  try  you  in  that  which  he  hath 
given  you  respectively.  Therefore  strive  to  excel  each  other  in  good 
works :  unto  GOD  shall  ye  all  return,  and  then  will  he  declare  unto  you 
that  concerning  which  ye  have  disagreed.     Wherefore  do  thou,  O  pro- 

was  of  opinion  that  a  judge  was  not  obliged  to  decide  causes  between  Jews  or  Christians ; 
though  if  one  or  both  of  them  be  tributaries,  or  under  the  protection  of  the  Mohammedans, 
they  are  obliged  :  this  verse  not  regarding  them.  Abu  Hanifa,  however,  thought  that  the 
magistrates  were  obliged  to  judge  all  cases  which  were  submitted  to  them. 6 

•>  In  the  following  passage  Mohammed  endeavours  to  answer  the  objections  of  the  Jews  and 
Christians,  who  insisted  that  they  ought  to  be  judged,  the  former  by  the  law  of  Moses,  and  the 
latter  by  the  gospel.  He  allows  that  the  law  was  the  proper  rule  of  judging  till  the  coming 
of  Jesus  Christ,  after  which  the  gospel  was  the  ixile ;  but  pretends  that  both  are  set  aside  by  the 
revelation  of  the  Koran,  which  is  so  far  from  being  contradictory  to  either  of  the  former,  that  it 
is  more  full  and  explicit ;  declaring  several  points  which  had  been  stifled  or  corrupted  therein, 
and  requiring  a  rigorous  execution  of  the  precepts  in  both,  which  had  been  too  remissly  observed, 
or  rather  neglected,  by  the  latter  professors  of  those  religions. 

i  That  is,  notwithstanding  their  outward  submission,  they  will  not  abide  by  thy  sentence, 
though  conformable  to  the  law,  if  it  contradict  their  own  false  and  loose  decisions. 

*  As  gainsaying  the  doctrine  of  the  books  which  they  acknowledge  for  scripture. 

•  That  is,_  vigilant,  to  prevent  any  corruptions  therein. 
^  The  original  word  is  soul. 

°  See  Exod.  xxi.  24,  S:c. 

0  z'.^'..  He  had  given  you  the  same  laws,  which  should  have  continued  in  force  through  all 
ages,  without  being  abolished  or  changed  by  new  dispensations ;  or  he  could  have  forced  you 
a.\l  to  embrace  the  Mohammedan  religion. i 

5  Idem.        1  Idem. 

IS 
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phet^  judge  between  them  according  to  that  which  God  hath  revealed, 
and  follow  not  their  desires ;  but  beware  of  them,  lest  they  cause  thee 
to  err^  from  part  of  those  precepts  which  God  hath  sent  down  unto 
thee  ;  and  if  they  turn  back,'^  know  that  GOD  is  pleased  to  punish  them 
for  some  of  their  crimes ;  for  a  great  number  of  men  are  transgressors. 
Do  they  therefore  desire  the  judgment  of  the  tiine  of  ignorance  J*  but 
who  is  better  than  God,  to  judge  between  people  who  reason  aright  ? 
O  true  believers,  take  not  the  Jews  or  Christians  for  your  friends  ;  they 
are  friends  the  one  to  the  other ;  but  whoso  among  you  taketh  them 
for  /lis  friends,  he  is  surely  one  of  them :  verily  God  directeth  not  un- 
just -pe^  pie.  Thou  shalt  see  those  in  whose  hearts  there  is  an  infirmity, 
to  hasten  unto  them,  saying.  We  fear  lest  some  adversity  befall  us ;'  but 
it  is  easy  for  GOD  to  give  victory,  or  a  command  from  him,*  that  they  may 
repent  of  that  which  they  concealed  in  their  minds.  And  they  who  be- 
lieve will  say.  Are  these  the  men  who  have  sworn  by  GOD,  with  a  most 
firm  oath,  that  they  surely  held  with  you  T^  their  works  are  become  vain, 
and  they  are  of  those  who  perish.  O  true  believers,  whoever  of  you  apos- 
tatizeth  from  his  religion,  GOD  will  certainly  bring  other  people  to  supply 
his  piace^  whom  he  will  love,  and  who  will  love  him ;  who  shall  be 

P  It  is  related  that  certain  of  the  Jewish  priests  came  to  Mohammed  with  a  design  to  entrap 
him ;  and  having  first  represented  to  him  thai  if  they  acknowledged  liim  for  a  prophet,  the  rest 
of  the  Jews  would  certainly  follow  their  example,  made  this  proposal — that  if  he  would  give 
judgment  for  them  in  a  controversy  of  moment  which  they  pretended  to  have  with  their  own 
people,  and  which  was  agreed  to  be  referred  to  his  decision,  they  would  believe  him  ;  but  this 
Mohammed  absolutely  refused  to  comply  with. 9 

4  Or  refuse  to  be  judged  by  the  Koran. 

'  That  is,  to  be  judged  according  to  the  custoTis  of  paganism,  which  indulge  the  passions 
and  vicious  appetites  of  mankind :  for  this,  it  se^ms,  was  demanded  by  the  Jewish  tribes  of 
Koreidha  and  al  Nadir.  3 

'  These  were  the  words  of  Ebn  Obba,  who,  when  Obadah  Ebn  al  Samat  publicly  renounced 
the  friendship  of  the  infidels,  and  professed  that  he  took  God  and  his  apostle  for  his  patrons, 
said  that  he  was  a  man  apprehensive  of  the  fickleness  of  fortune,  and  therefore  would  not 
throw  off  his  old  friends,  who  might  be  of  service  to  him  hereafter.! 

*  To  extirpate  and  banish  the  Jews  ;  or  to  detect  and  punish  the  hypocrites. 

^  These  words  may  be  spoken  by  the  Mohammedans  either  to  one  another  or  to  the  Jews, 
since  these  hypocrites  had  given  their  oaths  to  both. 2 

^  This  is  one  of  those  accidents  which,  it  is  pretended,  were  foretold  by  the  Koran  long  before 
they  came  to  pass.  For  in  the  latter  days  of  Mohammed,  and  after  his  death,  considerable 
numbers  of  the  Arabs  quitted  his  religion,  and  returned  to  Paganism,  Judaism,  or  Christianity. 
Al  Beidawi  reckons  them  up  in  the  following  order,  i.  Three  companies  of  Banu  Modlaj,  seduced 
by  Dhu'lhamar  al  Aswad  al  Ansi,  who  set  up  for  a  prophet  in  Yaman,  and  grew  very  powerful 
there.3  2.  Banu  Honeifa,  who  followed  the  famous  false  prophet  Moseilama.^  3.  BanuAsad, 
who  acknowledged  Toleiha  Ebn  Khowailed,  another  pretender  to  divine  revelation,^  for  their 
prophet.  All  these  fell  off  in  Mohammed's  lifetime.  The  following,  except  only  the  last, 
apostatized  in  the  reign  of  Abu  Beer.  4.  Certain  of  the  tribe  of  Fezarah,  headed  by  Oyeyma 
Ebn  Hosein.  5.  Some  of  the  tribe  of  Ghatfan,  whose  leader  was  Korrah  Ebn  Salma.  6.  Banu 
Soleim,  who  followed  al  Fajaah  Ebn  Abd  Yalil.  7.  Banu  Yarbu,  whose  captain  was  Malec 
Ebn  Noweirah  Ebn  Kais.  8.  Part  of  the  tribe  of  Tamim,  the  proselytes  of  Sajaj  the  daughter 
of  al  Mondhar,  who  gave  herself  out  for  a  prophetess. 6  9.  The  tnbe  of  Kendah,  led  by  al 
Ashath  Ebn  Kais.  10.  Banu  Beer  Ebn  al  Wayel,  in  the  province  of  Bahrein,  headed  by  al 
Hotam  Ebn  Zeid.  And,  11.  Some  of  the  tribe  of  Ghassan,  who,  with  their  prince  Jabalah  Ebn 
al  Ayham,  renounced  Mohammedism  in  the  time  of  Omar,  and  returned  to  their  former  pro- 
fession of  Christianity.7 

But  as  to  t  e  persons  who  fulfilled  the  other  part  of  this  prophecy,  by  supplying  the  loss  of 
so  many  renegades,  the  commentators  are  not  agreed.  Some  will  have  tli«m  to  be  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Yaman,  and  others  the  Persians;  the  authority  of  Mohammed  himself  being  vouched 
for  both  opinions.  Others,  however,  suppose  them  to  be  2,000  of  the  tribe  of  al  Nakha  (who 
dwelt  in  Yaman),  5,000  of  those  of  Kendah  and  Bajilah,  and  3,000  of  unknown  desqent.S  who 

2  Al  Beidawi.         3  Idem.         1  Idem.         2  Idem.  3  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  VIII. 

«  See  ibid.  5  See  ibid.  6  See  ibid.  7  See  ibid.  Sect.  I.  «  Vide  D'Herl-tl 

Bibl.  Orient,  p.  226. 
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humble  towards  the  believers,  but  severe  to  the  unbelievers;  they  shall 
fight  for  the  religion  of  GOD,  and  shall  not  fear  the  obloquy  of  the 
detractor.  This  is  the  bounty  of  GOD,  he  bestoweth  it  on  whom  he 
pleaseth  :  GOD  is  extensive  a7td\\\se.  Verily  your  protector  is  GOD,  and 
his  apostle,  and  those  who  believe,  who  observe  the  stated  times  of 
prayer,  and  give  alms,  and  who  bow  down  to  worship.  And  whoso 
taketh  GOD,  and  his  apostle,  and  the  believers  for  his  friends,  they 
are  the  party  of  God,  and  they  shall  be  victorious.  O  true  believers, 
take  not  such  of  those  to  whom  the  scriptures  were  delivered  before 
you,  or  of  the  infidels,  for  your  friends,  who  make  a  laughing-stock 
and  a  jest  of  your  religion  -^  but  fear  GoD,  if  ye  be  true  believers ;  nor 
those  who,  when  ye  call  to  prayer,  make  a  laughing-stock  and  a  jest  of 
it  ;2  this  they  do  because  they  are  people  who  do  not  understand.  Say, 
O  ye  who  have  received  the  scriptures,  do  ye  reject  us  for  any  other 
reason  than  because  we  believe  in  GOD,  and  that  revelation  which  hath 
been  sent  down  unto  us,  and  that  which  was  formerly  sent  down,  and 
for  that  the  greater  part  of  you  are  transgressors  }  Say,  Shall  I  de- 
nounce unto  you  a  worse  thing  than  this,  as  to  the  reward  which  ye  are 
to  expect  with  GOD  ?  He  whom  God  hath  cursed,  and  with  whom  he 
hath  been  angry,  having  changed  some  of  them  into  apes  and  swine,* 
and  who  worship  Taghut,^  they  are  in  the  worse  condition,  and  err 
more  widely  from  the  straightness  of  the  path.  When  they  came  unto 
you,  they  said.  We  believe  :  yet  they  entered  into  your  co7npany  with 
infidelity,  and  went  iorth.  from  yo7t  with  the  same  ;  but  God  well  knew 
what  they  concealed.  Thou  shalt  see  many  of  them  hastening  unto 
iniquity  and  malice,  and  to  eat  things  forbidden  f  and  woe  tuito  them 
for  what  they  have  done.  Unless  their  doctors  and  priests  forbid  them 
uttering  wickedness,  and  eating  things  forbidden  ;  woe  unto  them  for 
what  they  shall  have  committed.  The  Jews  say,  the  hand  of  GOD  is 
tied  up.*^  Their  hands  shall  be  tied  up,*  and  they  shall  be  cursed  for 
that  which  they  have  said.     Nay,  his  hands  are  both  stretched  forth  ; 

were  present  at  the  famous  battle  of  Kadesia,  fought  in  the  Khalifat  of  Omar,  and  which  put 
an  end  to  the  Persian  empire. 9 

y  This  passage  was  primarily  intended  to  forbid  the  Moslems  entering  into  a  friendship  with 
two  hypocrites  named  Refaa  Ebn  Zeid,  and  Soweid  Ebn  al  Hareth,  who,  though  they  had 
embraced  Mohammedism,  yet  ridiculed  it  on  all  occasions,  and  were  notwithstanding  greatly 
beloved  among  the  prophet's  followers. 

^  These  words  were  added  on  occasion  of  a  certain  Christian,  who  hearing  the  Muadhdhin, 
or  crier,  in  calling  to  prayers,  repeat  this  part  of  the  usual  form,  I  profess  that  Mohammed  is 
the  apostle  of  GoD,  said  aloud,  May  God  burn  the  liar:  but  a  few  nights  after  his  own  hous9 
was  accidentally  set  on  fire  by  a  servant,  and  himself  and  his  family  perished  in  the  flames.  1 
_  a  The  former  were  the  Jews  of  Ailah,  who  broke  the  sabbath  ;2  and  the  latter  those  who  be- 
lieved not  in  the  miracle  of  the  table  which  was  let  down  from  heaven  to  Jesus. 3  Some, 
however,  imagine  that  the  Jews  of  Ailah  only  are  meant  in  this  place,  pretending  that  the 
young  men  among  them  were  metamorphosed  into  apes,  and  the  old  men  mto  swine.  4 

•>  See  chap.  2,  p.  28. 

*  See  before,  p.  73. 

^^That  is,  he  is  become  niggardly  and  close-fisted.  These  were  the  words  of  Phineas  Ebn 
Azura  (another  indecent  expression  of  whom,  almost  to  the  same  purpose,  is  mentioned  else- 
wherep  when  the  Jews  were  much  impoverished  by  a  dearth,  which  the  commentators  will  have 
to  be  a  judgment  on  them  for  their  rejecting  of  Mohammed  ;  and  the  other  Jews  who  heard 
him,^  instead  of  reproving  him,  expressed  their  approbation  of  what  he  had  said.  6 

"i.e..  They  shall  be  punished  with  want  and  avarice.  The  words  may  also  allude  to  the 
manner  wherein  the  reprobates  shall  appear  at  the  last  day,  having  their  right  hands  tied  up  to 
flieir  necks  ;7  which  is  the  proper  signification  of  the  Arabic  word. 

8  Al  Beidawi.  1  Idem,  2  See  c.  2,  p.  8.  3  See  towards  the  end  of  this  chapter. 

«  Al  BeidawL        6  Cap.  3,  p.  51.        6  Al  Beid-wi.        7  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV. 
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he  bestoweth  as  he  pleaseth  :  that  which  hath  beeft  sent  down  unto 
thee  from  thy  LoRD,^  shall  increase  the  transgression  and  infidelity  of 
many  of  them  ;  and  we  have  put  enmity  and  hatred  between  them,  until 
the  day  of  resurrection.  So  often  as  they  shall  kindle  a  fire  for  war, 
God  shall  extinguish  it  '^  and  they  shall  set  their  minds  to  act  cor- 
ruptly in  the  earth,  but  GoD  loveth  not  the  corrupt  doers.  Moreover, 
if  they  who  have  received  the  scriptures  believe,  and  fear  God^  we  will 
surely  expiate  their  sins  from  them,  and  we  will  lead  them  into  gardens 
of  pleasure  ;  and  if  they  observe  the  law,  and  the  gospel,  and  the  other 
scriptures  which  have  been  sent  down  unto  them  from  their  Lord, 
they  shall  surely  eat  of  good  things  both  from  above  them  and  from 
under  their  feet.^  Among  them  there  are  people  who  act  uprightly ; 
but  how  evil  is  that  which  many  of  them  do  work  !  O  apostle,  publish 
the  whole  (7/*that  which  hath  been  sent  down  unto  thee  from  thy  Lord  : 
for  if  thou  do  not,  thou  dost  not  in  effect  publish  any  part  thereof  ;*  and 
God  will  defend  thee  against  wicked  men  -^  for  GOD  directeth  not  the 
unbelieving  people.  Say,  O  ye  who  have  received  the  scriptures,  ye 
are  not  grounded  on  anything,  until  ye  observe  the  law  and  the  gospel, 
and  that  which  hath  been  sent  down  unto  you  from  your  Lord.  That 
which  hath  been  sent  down  unto  thee  from  thy  Lord  shall  surely  in- 
crease the  transgression  and  infidelity  of  many  of  them  :  but  be  not 
thou  solicitous  for  the  unbelieving  people.  Verily  they  who  believe, 
and  those  who  Judaize,  and  the  Sabians,  and  the  Christians,  whoever 
of  them  believeth  in  GOD  and  the  last  day,  and  doth  that  which  is  right, 
there  shall  come  no  fear  on  them,  neither  shall  they  be  grieved.^  We 
formerly  accepted  the  covenant  of  the  children  of  Israel,  and  sent 
apostles  unto  them.  So  often  as  an  apostle  came  unto  them  with  that 
which  their  souls  desired  not,  they  accused  some  of  them  of  impos- 
ture, and  some  of  them  they  killed  :  and  they  imagined  that  there 
should  be  no  punishmentyi^r  those  crimes^  and  they  became  blind  and 
deaf."^  Then  was  GOD  turned  unto  them  f'  afterwards  many  of  them 
again  became  blind  and  deaf ;  but  God  saw  what  they  did.  They  are 
surely  infidels,  who  say,  Verily  GOD  is  Christ  the  son  of  Mary  ;  since 
Christ  said,  O  children  of  Israel,  serv'e  GOD,  my  Lord  and  your  LORD; 
whoever  shall  give  a  companion  unto  GOD,  GOD  shall  exclude  him  from 
paradise,  and  his  habitation  shall  be  hell  fire  ;  and  the  ungodly  shall 
have  none  to  help  them.     They  are  certainly  infidels,  who  say,  GOD  is 

f  viz. ,  The  Koran. 

g  Either  by  raising  feuds  and  quarrels  among  themselves,  or  by  granting  the  victory  to  the 
Moslems.  Al  Beidawi  adds,  that  on  the  Jews  neglecting  the  true  observance  of  theii  law,  and 
corrupting  their  religion,  God  has  successively  delivered  them  into  the  hands,  first  ol  Bakht 
Nasr  or  Nebuchadnezzar,  then  of  Titus  the  Roman,  and  afterwards  of  the  Persians,  ana  has 
now  at  last  subjected  them  to  the  Mohammedans. 

li  That  is,  they  shall  enjoy  the  blessings  both  of  heaven  and  earth. 

'  That  is,  if  thou  do  not  complete  the  publication  of  all  thy  revelations  without  exception, 
thou  dost  not  answer  the  end  for  which  they  were  revealed  ;  because  the  concealing  of  any  part, 
renders  the  system  of  religion  which  God  has  thought  fit  to  publish  to  mankind  by  thy  ministi-y 
iame  an^  imperfect.  1 

^  Until  this  verse  was  revealed,  Mohammed  entertained  a  guard  of  armed  men  for  his  security ' 
but  on  his  receiving  this  assurance  of  God's  protection,  he  immediately  dismissed  them.  3 

•  See  chap.  2,  p.  8. 

•"  Shutting  their  eyes  and  ears  against  conviction  and  the  remonstrance  of  the  law  ;  .i»  whef 
they  worshipped  the  calf. 

"  i.e..  Upon  their  repentance. 


1  iVl  BcidSwi,  Jallalo'ddJn.  »  Idem. 
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the  third  of  three  ?  for  there  is  no  God  besides  one  God  ;  and  if  they 
refrain  not  from  what  they  say,  a  painful  torment  shall  surely  be 
inflicted  on  such  of  them  as  are  unbelievers.  Will  they  not  therefore 
be  turned  unto  GOD,  and  ask  pardon  of  him  ?  since  GOD  is  gracious 
a7td  merciful.  Christ  the  son  of  Mary  is  no  more  than  an  apostle ; 
other  apostles  have  preceded  him  ;  and  his  mother  was  a  woman  of 
veracity  -?  they  both  ate  food.^  Behold,  how  we  declare  unto  them  the 
signs  of  God^s  u?iity  ;  and  then  behold,  how  they  turn  K^A^from  the 
truth.  Say  tmto  them^  Will  ye  worship,  besides  God,  that  which  can 
cause  you  neither  harm  nor  profit  ?  God  is  he  who  heareth  ajid  seeth. 
Say,  O  ye  who  have  received  the  scriptures,  exceed  not  the  just  bounds 
in  your  religion,"^  by  speakincr  beside  the  truth  ;  neither  follow  the 
desires  of  people  who  have  heretofore  erred,  and  who  have  seduced 
many,  and  have  gone  astray  from  the  strait  path.®  Those  among  the 
children  of  Israel  who  believed  not,  were  cursed  by  the  tongue  of 
David,  and  of  Jesus  the  son  of  Mary.*^  This  befell  them  because  they 
were  rebellious  and  transgressed  :  they  forbade  not  one  another  the 
wickedness  which  they  committed  ;  and  woe  2mto  them  for  \N\i2i\.  they 
committed.  Thou  shalt  see  many  of  tliem  take  for  their  friends  those 
who  believe  not.  Woe  unto  them  for  what  their  souls  have  sent  before 
them,"  for  that  GOD  is  incensed  against  them,  and  they  sliall  remain  in 
torment y^r  ever.  But,  if  they  had  believed  in  God,  and  the  prophet, 
and  that  which  hath  been  revealed  unto  him,  they  had  not  taken  them 
for  their  friends  ;  but  many  of  them  are  evil-doers.  Thou  shalt  surely 
find  the  most  violent  of  all  men  in  enmity  against  the  true  believers,  to 
be  the  Jews  and  the  idolaters  :  and  thou  shalt  surely  find  those  among 
them  to  be  the  most  inclinable  to  eiitertain  friendship  for  the  true 
believers,  who  say,  We  are  Christians.  This  cometh  to  pass,  because 
there  are  priests  and  monks  among  them  ;  and  because  they  are  not 
elated  with  pride.^  (VII.)  And  when  they  hear  that  which  hath  been  sent 
down  to  the  apostle  read  mito  them,  thou  shalt  see  their  eyes  overflow 
with  tears,  because  of  the  truth  which  they  perceive  therein^  saying, 

0  See  chap.  4,  p.  72. 

P  Never  pretending  to  partake  of  the  divine  nature,  or  to  be  the  mother  of  God. 3 

Q  Being  obliged  to  support  their  lives  by  the  same  means,  and  being  subject  to  the  same 
necessities  and  infirmities  as  the  rest  of  mankind,  and  therefore  no  Gods.l 

''  See  chap.  4,  p.  72.     But  here  the  words  are  principally  directed  to  the  Christians. 

'  That  is,  of  their  prelates  and  predecessors,  who  erred  in  ascribing  divinity  to  Christ,  before 
the  mission  of  Mohammed.2 

'  See  before,  p.  81,  note  », 

1  See  chap.  2,  p.  11,  note  ^. 

.  «  Having  not  that  high  conceit  of  themselves,  as  the  Jews  have ;  but  being  humble  and  well 
disposed  to  receive  the  truth ;  qualities,  says  al  Beidawi,  which  are  to  be  commended  even  in 
infidels. 

y  The  persons  directlj?  intended  in  this  passage  were,  either  Ashama,  king  of  Ethiopia,  and 
several  bishops  and  priests,  who,  being  assembled  for  that  purpose,  heard  Jaafar  Ebn  Abi 
Taleb,  who  fled  to  that  country  in  the  first  night,3  read  the  29th  and  30th,  and  afterwards  the 
i8th  and  i^th  chapters  of  the  Koran  ;  on  hearing  of  which  the  king  and  the  rest  of  the  com- 
pany burst  mto  tears,  and  confessed  what  was  delivered  therein  to  be  conformable  to  truth  ;  that 
prince  himself,  in  particular,  becoming  a  proselyte  to  Mohammedism  'A  or  else,  thirty,  or  as 
others  say,  seventy  persons,  sent  ambassadors  to  Mohammed  by  the  same  king  of  Ethiopia,  to 
whom  the  prophet  himself  read  the  36th  chapter,  entitled  Y.S.  Whereupon  they  began  to  weep, 
saying.  How  like  is  this  to  that  which  vjas  revealed  ujito  Jesus  !  and  immediately  professed 
themselves  Moslems.^ 

2  Jallalo'ddin.  1  Idem,  al  Beidawi.  2  Idem.  3  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  II.  4  Al 
Beidawi,  al  Thalabi.  Vide  Abulfed.  Vit.  Moham.  p.  25,  &c.  Marracc.  Prodr.  ad  Rcfut. 
Aicor.  part  i.  p.  45.        ^  Al  Beidawi,  JallsJo'ddin.     Vide  Marracc.  ubi  sup. 
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O  Lord,  we  believe ;  write  us  down  therefore  with  those  who  bear 
witness  to  the  truth:  and  what  should  hinder  us  from  beheving  in  God, 
and  the  truth  which  hath  come  unto  us,  and  from  earnestly  desiring 
that  our  LORD  would  introduce  us  into  'paradise  with  the  righteous 
people?  Therefore  hath  Goo  rewarded  them,  for  what  they  have  said, 
with  gardens  through  which  rivers  flow  ;  they  shall  continue  therein yi^r 
ever ;  and  this  is  the  reward  of  the  righteous.  But  they  who  believe 
not,  and  accuse  our  signs  of  falshood,  they  shall  be  the  companions 
of  hell.  O  true  believers,  forbid  aot  the  good  things  which  GOD  hath 
allowed  you  ;z  but  transgress  not,  for  GOD  loveth  not  the  transgressors. 
And  eat  of  what  GOD  hath  given  you  for  food  that  which  is  lawful  and 
good :  and  fear  GOD,  in  whom  ye  believe.  GOD  will  not  punish  you 
for  an  inconsiderate  word  in  your  oaths  ;*  but  he  will  punish  you  for 
what  ye  solemnly  swear  with  deliberatioji.  And  the  expiation  of  such 
an  oath  shall  be  the  feeding  of  ten  poor  men  with  such  moderate  food 
as  ye  feed  your  own  families  withal  ;  or  to  clothe  them  ;^  or  to  free  the 
neck  of  a  true  believer  from  captivity  i  but  he  who  shall  not  find  where- 
with to  perforin  one  of  these  three  things,  shall  fast  three  days.*'  This 
is  the  expiation  of  your  oaths,  when  ye  SAvear  inadvertently.  Therefore 
keep  your  oaths.  Thus  GOD  declareth  unto  you  his  signs,  that  ye  may 
give  thanks.  O  true  believers,  surely  wine,  and  lots,'^  and  images,*'  and 
divining  arrows,^  are  an  abomination  of  the  work  of  Satan  ;  therefore 
avoid  them,  that  ye  may  p^^osper.  Satan  seeketh  to  sow  dissension  and 
hatred  among  you,  by  means  of  wine  and  lots,  and  to  divert  you  from 
remembring  GOD,  and  from  prayer  ;  will  ye  not  therefore  abstain  _/>-<?w 
them  ?  Obey  GOD,  and  obey  the  apostle,  and  take  heed  to  yourselves : 
but  if  ye  turn  back,  know  that  the  duty  of  our  apostle  is  only  to  preach 
publicly.*  In  those  who  believe  and  do  good  works,  it  is  no  sin  that 
they  have  tasted  wine  or  gaming  before  they  were  forbidden;  if  they 
fear  God,  and  believe,  and  do  good  works,  and  shall  for  the  future  fear 
God,  and  believe,  and  shall  persevere  to  fear  him^  and  to  do  good  ;^  for 
GOD  loveth  those  who  do  good.  O  true  believers,  GOD  will  surely  prove 
you  in  offering  you  plenty  ^game,  which  ye  may  take  with  your  hands  or 

«  These  words  were  revealed  when  certain  of  Mohammed's  companions  agreed  to  oblige 
themselves  to  continual  fasting  and  watching,  and  to  abstain  from  women,  eating  flesh,  sleeping 
on  beds,  and  other  lawful  enjoyments  of  life,  in  imitation  of  some  self-denying  Christians ;  but 
this  the  prophet  disapproved,  declaring  that  he  would  have  no  monks  in  his  religion.l 

^  See  chap.  2,  p.  24. 

^  The  commentators  give  us  the  different  opinions  of  the  doctors,  as  to  the  quantity  of  food 
and  clothes  to  be  given  in  this  case  ;  which  I  think  scarce  worth  transcribing. 

"  That  is,  three  days  together,  says  Abu  Hanifa.  But  this  is  not  observed  in  practice,  being 
neither  explicitly  commanded  in  the  Koran,  nor  ordered  in  the  Sonna.2 

^  That  is,  all  inebriating  liquors,  and  games  of  chance.  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  V.  and 
chap.  2,  p.  23. 

*  Al  Beidawi  and  some  other  commentators  expound  this  of  idols ;  but  others,  with  more 
probability,  of  the  carved  pieces  or  men,  with  which  the  pagan  Arabs  played  at  chess,  being 
little  figures  of  men,  elephants,  horses,  and  dromedaries ;  and  this  is  supposed  to  be  the  only 
thing  Mohammed  disliked  in  that  game  :  for  which  reason  the  Sonnites  play  with  plain  pieces 
of  wood  or  ivory ;  but  the  Persians  aiid  Indians,  who  are  not  so  scrupulous,  still  make  use  of 
the  carved  ones. 3 

f  See  the  Prelim.  Discourse,  Sect.  V. 

8  See  ibid.  Sect.  II.  •' 

^  The  commentators  endeavour  to  excuse  the  tautology  of  this  passage,  by  supposing  the 
threefold  repetition  oi fearing  and  believing  rti^rs  either  to  the  three  parts  of  time,  past,  present, 
and  future,  or  to  the  threefold  duty  of  man,  towards  God,  himself,  and  his  neighbour,  &c* 

I  Jallalo'ddiii,  al  Beidawi       »  Al  BeidSwi.       3  Vide  Prelim   Disc  Sect  V-         *  Al  Beidawi 
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your  lances,*  that  GOD  may  know  who  feareth  him  in  secret ;  but  whoever 
transgresseth  after  this,  shall  suffer  a  grevious  punishment.  O  true 
believers,  kill  no  game  while  ye  are  on  pilgrimage  -^  whosoever  among 
you  shall  kill  any  designedly,  shall  restore  the  like  of  what  ye  shall 
have  killed,  in  domestic  animals,^  according  to  the  determination  of 
two  just  persons  among  you,  to  be  brought  as  an  offering  to  the  Caaba  ;  . 
or  in  atonement  thereof  shall  feed  the  poor ;  or  instead  thereof  shall  j 
fast,  that  he  may  taste  the  heinousness  of  his  deed.  GOD  hath  forgiven 
what  is  past,  but  whoever  returneth  to  transgress^  GOD  will  take  ven- 
geance on  him  ;  for  GOD  is  mighty  mid  able  to  avenge.  It  is  lawful 
for  you  to  fish  in  the  sea,""  and  to  eat  what  ye  shall  catchy  as  a  pro- 
vision for  you  and  for  those  who  travel  ;  but  it  is  unlawful  for  you  to 
hunt  by  land,  while  ye  are  performing  the  rites  of  pilgrimage  ;"  there- 
fore fear  God,  before  whom  ye  shall  be  assembled  at  the  last  day.  GOD 
hath  appointed  the  Caaba,  the  holy  house,  an  establishment"  for  man- 
kind ;  and  hath  ordained  the  sacred  month,^  and  the  offering,  and  the 
ornaments  hung  thereon.^  This  hath  he  done  that  ye  might  know  that 
God  knoweth  whatsoever  is  in  heaven  and  on  earth,  and  that  GOD  is 
omniscient.  Know  that  GOD  is  severe  in  punishing,  and  that  GOD  is 
also  ready  to  forgive  and  merciful.  The  duty  of  our  apostle  is  to  preach 
only  ;'  and  GOD  knoweth  that  which  ye  discover,  and  that  which  ye 
conceal.  Say,  Evil  and  good  shall  not  be  equally  esteemed  of,  though 
the  abundance  of  evil  pleaseth  thee  f  therefore  fear  GOD,  O  ye  of 
understanding,  that  ye  may  be  happy.  O  true  believers,  inquire  not 
concerning  things  which,  if  they  be  declared  unto  you,  may  give  you 
pain  ;*  but  if  ye  ask  concerning  them  when  the  Koran  is  sent  down, 

i  This  temptation  or  trial  was  at  al  Hodeibiya,  where  Mohammed's  men,  who  had  attended 
him  t\iither  with  an  intent  to  perform  a  pilgrimage  to  the  Caaba,  and  had  initiated  themselves 
with  ihe  usual  rites,  were  surrounded  by  so  great  a  number  of  birds  and  beasts  that  they 
impeded  their  march ;  from  :vhich  unusual  accident,  some  of  them  concluded  that  God  had 
allowed  them  to  be  taken  ;  but  this  passage  was  to  convince  them  of  the  contrary.l 

■*  I,iterally,  while  ye  are  Mohrims,  or  have  actually  initiated  yourselves  as  pilgrims,  by 
putting  on  the  garment  worn  at  that  solemnity.  Hunting  and  fowling  are  hereby  j^bsolutely 
forbidden  to  persons  in  this  state,  though  they  are  allowed  to  kill  certain  kinds  of  noxious 
animals.  2 

1  That  is,  he  shall  bring  an  offering  to  the  temple  of  Mecca,  to  be  slain  there  and  distributed 
among  the  poor,  of  some  domestic  or  tame  animal,  equal  in  value  to  what  he  shall  have  killed ; 
as  a  sheep,  for  example,  in  lieu  of  an  antelope,  a  pigeon  for  a  partridge,  &c.  And  of  this  value 
two  prudent  persons  were  to  be  judges.  If  the  offender  was  not  able  to  do  this,  he  was  to  give 
a  certain  quantity  of  food  to  one  or  more  poor  men  ;  or,  if  he  could  not  afford  that,  to  fast  a 
proportionable  number  of  days.3 

"*  This,  says  Jallalo'ddin,  is  to  be  understood  of  fish  that  live  altogether  in  the  sea,  and  not 
of  those  that  live  in  the  sea  and  on  land  both,  as  crabs,  &c.  The  Turks,  who  are  Hanifites, 
never  eat  this  sort  of  fish ;  but  the  sect  of  Malec  Ebn  Ans,  and  perhaps  some  others,  make  no 
scruple  of  it. 

"  See  above,  note  ^. 

0  That  is,  the  place  where  the  practice  of  their  religious  ceremonies  is  chiefly  established; 
where  those  who  are  under  any  apprehension  of  danger  may  find  a  sure  asylum,  and  the 
merchant  certain  gain,  Sc* 

P  Al  Beidawi  understands  this  of  the  month  of  Dhu'lhajja,  wherein  the  ceremonies  of  the 
pilgrimage  are  performed;  but  Jallalo'ddin  supposes  all  the  four  sacred  months  are  here 
intended. 5 

1  See  before,  p.  73. 

'"  See  the  Prehm.  Discourse,  Sect.  II. 

■  For  judgment  is  to  be  made  of  things  not  from  their  plenty  or  scarcity,  but  from  their 
intrinsic  good  or  bad  qualities.^ 
*  The  Arabs  continually  teasing  their  prophet  with  questions,  which  probably  he  was  not 

1  Idem,  Jallalo'ddir-  2  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  V.  3  Jallalo'ddin.  al  Beidawi 

♦Idem.        6  See  the  Prelim  Disc.  Sect.  VII         «  Al  Beidawi. 
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they  will  be  declared  unto  you  :  God  pardoneth  you  as  to  these 
matters  ;  for  GoD  is  ready  to  forgive  and  gracious.  People  who  have 
been  before  you  formerly  inquired  concerning  them  ;  and  afterwards 
disbelieved  therein.  God  hath  not  ordained  anything  concerning 
Bahira,  nor  Saiba,  nor  Wasila,  nor  Hami ;"  but  the  unbelievers  have 
invented  a  lie  against  GOD  :  and  the  greater  part  of  them  do  not  under- 
stand. And  when  it  was  said  unto  them,  Come  unto  that  which  GOD 
hath  revealed,  and  to  the  apostle ;  they  answered,  That  religion  which 
we  found  our  fathers  to  follow  is  sufficient  for  us.  What  though  their 
fathers  knew  nothing,  and  were  not  r?^////)/ directed  ?  O  true  believers, 
take  care  of  your  souls.  He  who  erreth  shall  not  hurt  you,  while  ye 
are  rightly  directed:^  unto  GOD  shall  ye  all  return,  and  he  will  tell  you 
that  which  ye  have  done.  O  true  believers,  let  witnesses  be  taken 
between  you,  when  death  approaches  any  of  you,  at  the  time  of  making 
the  testament ;  let  there  be  two  witnesses,  just  men,  from  among  you  -^ 
or  two  others  of  a  different  tribe  or  faith  from  yourselves,^  if  ye  be 
journeying  in  the  earth,  and  the  accident  of  death  befall  you.  Ye  shall 
shut  theiii  both  up,  after  the  afternoon  prayer,*  and  they  shall  swear 
by  God,  if  ye  doubt  them,  and  they  shall  say,  We  will  not  sell  our 
evidence  for  a  bribe,  although  the  person  concerned  be  one  who  is  related 
to  us,  neither  will  we  conceal  the  testimony  of  God,  for  then  should 
we  certainly  be  of  the  number  of  the  wicked.  But  if  it  appear  that  both 
have  been  guilty  of  iniquity,  two  others  shall  stand  up  in  their  place,  of 
those  who  have  convicted  them  of  falsehood,  the  two  nearest  in  blood, 
and  they  shall  swear  by  GOD,  saying.  Verily  our  testimony  is  more 
true  than  the  testimony  of  these  two,  neither  have  we  pievaricated  ; 
for  then  should  we  become  of  the  niNnber  of  the  unjust.  This  will  be 
easier,  that  7nen  may  give  testimony  according  to  the  plain  intention 
thereof,  or  fear  least  a  different  oath  be  given,  after  their  oath.  There- 
fore fear  God,  and  hearken ;  for  God  directeth  not  the  unjust  people.'' 

always  prepared  to  answer,  they  are  here  ordered  to  wait,  till  God  should  think  fit  to  declare 
his  pleasure  by  some  farther  revelation  ;  and,  to  abate  their  curiosity,  they  are  told,  at  the 
same  time,  that  very  likely  the  answers  would  not  be  agreeable  to  their  inclinations.  Al 
Beidawi  says,  that  when  the  pilgrimage  was  first  commanded,  Soraka  Ebn  Malec  asked 
Mohammed  whether  they  were  obliged  to  perform  it  every  year?  To  this  question  the  prophet 
at  first  turned  a  deaf  ear,  but  being  asked  it  a  second  and  a  third  time,  he  at  laist  said.  No', 
hit  if  I  had  said  yes  it  ivonld  have  become  a  duty,  attd,  if  it  were  a  duty,  ye  would  not  bl 
able  to  perform  it ;  the7-ef ore  give  me  no  trouble  as  to  things  wherein  I  give  you  ncne :  where- 
upon this  passage  was  revealed. 

"  These  were  the  names  given  by  the  pagan  Arabs  to  certain  camels  or  sheep  which  were 
turned  loose  to  feed,  and  exempted  from  common  services,  in  some  particular  cases ;  having 
their  ears  slit,  or  some  other  mark,  that  they  might  be  known  ;  and  this  they  did  in  honour  of 
their  gods.l  Which  superstitions  are  here  declared  to  be  no  ordinances  of  God,  but  the  inven- 
tions of  foolish  men. 

s  This  was  revealed  when  the  infidels  reproached  those  who  embraced  Mohammedism  and 
renounced  their  old  idolatry,  that  by  so  doing  they  arraigned  the  wisdom  of  their  forefathers.^ 

J  That  is,  of  your  kindred  or  religion. 

^  Tliey  who  interpret  these  words  of  persons  of  another  religion,  say  they  are  abrogated,  and 
that  the  testimony  of  such  ought  not  to  be  received  against  a  Moslem. 3 

=*  In  case  there  was  any  doubt,  the  witnesses  were  to  be  kept  apart  from  company,  lest  they 
should  be  corrupted,  till  they  gave  their  evidence,  which  they  generally  did  when  the  after- 
noon prayer  was  over,  because  that  was  the  time  of  people's  assembling  in  public,  or,  say 
some,  because  the  guardian  angels  then  relieve  each  other,  so  that  there  would  be  four  angeljs 
to  witness  against  them  if  they  gave  false  evidence.  But  others  suppose  they  might  be 
♦rxamined  after  tlie  hour  of  any  other  prayer,  when  there  was  a  sufficient  assembly.* 

'•  The  occasion  of  the  preceding  passage  is  said  to  have  been  this.     Tamin  a!  Dari  and  Addi 

1  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  V  9  Al  BcidawL         '  Idem.  *  Idem. 
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On  a  certain  day**  shall  GOD  assemble  the  apostles,  and  shall  say  unto 
them,  What  answer  was  returned  you,  whe7i  ye  preached  unto  the  peopU 
to  whom  ye  were  se?tt  f    They  shall  answer,  We  have  no  knowledge 
but  thou  art  the  knower  of  secrets.*^     When  God  shall  say,  O  Jesus 
son  of  Mary,  remember  my  favour  towards  thee,  and  towards  th^ 
mother  ;   when  I  strengthened  thee  with  the  holy  spirit,®  that  tho; 
shouldest  speak  unto  men  in  the  cradle,  and  v/hen  thou  wast  growi 
up  ;^  and  when  I  taught  thee  the  scripture,  and  wisdom,  and  the  law 
and  the  gospel;  and  when  thou  didst  create  of  clay  as  it  were  the  figuK 
of  a  bird,  by  my  permission,  and  didst  breathe  thereon,  and  it  becan. 
a  bird  by  my  permission ;  and  thou  didst  heal  one  blind  from  his  birth 
and  the  leper,  by  my  permission  ;  and  when  thou  didst  bring  forth  th. 
dead  fro7n  their  graves^  by  my  permission  ;8  and  when  I  withheld  the 
children  of  Israel  from  killing  thee,^  when  thou  hadst  come  unto  then: 
with  evident  miracles^  and  such  of  them  as  believed  not,  said,  This  is 
nothing  but  manifest  sorcery.     And  when  I  commanded  the  apostles 
of  Jesus,  saying,  Believe  in  me  and  in  my  messenger  ;  they  answered, 
We  do  believe  ;  and  do  thou  bear  witness  that  we  are  resigned  unto 
thee.     Re7ne7nber -whtxi  the  apostles  said,  O  Jesus,  son  of  Mary,  is  thy      '  /  | 
Lord  able  to  cause  a  table  to  descend  unto  us  from  heaven  ?'     He      /  / 

Ebn  Yazid,  both  Christians,  took  a  journey  into  Syria  to  trade,  in  company  with  Bodeil,  the 
freed  man  of  Amru  Ebn  al  As,  who  was  a  Moslem.  When  they  came  to  Damascus,  Bodei. 
fell  sick,  and  died,  having  first  wrote  down  a  list  of  his  effects  on  a  piece  of  paper,  which  he 
hid  in  his  baggage,  without  acquainting  his  companions  with  it,  and  desired  them  only  to 
deliver  what  he  had  to  his  friends  of  the  tribe  of  Sahm.  The  survivors,  however,  searching 
among  his  goods,  found  a  vessel  of  silver  of  considerable  weight,  and  inlaid  with  gold,  which 
they  concealed,  and  on  their  return  delivered  the  rest  to  the  deceased's  relations,  who,  finding 
the  list  of  Bodeil's  writing,  demanded  the  vessel  of  silver  of  them,  but  they  denied  it ;  and  the 
affair  being  brought  before  Mohammed,  these  words,  viz.,  O  true  believers,  take  ivitnesses, 
&c.,  were  revealed,  and  he  ordered  them  to  be  sworn  at  the  pulpit  in  the  mosque,  just  as  after- 
noon prayer  was  over,  and  on  their  making  oath  that  they  knew  nothing  of  the  plate  demanded, 
dismissed  them.  But  afterwards,  the  vessel  being  found  in  their  hands,  the  Sahmites,  suspect- 
ing it  was  Bodeil's,  charged  them  with  it,  and  they  confessed  it  was  his,  but  insisted  that  they 
had  bought  it  of  him,  and  that  they  had  not  produced  it  because  they  had  no  proof  of  the 
bargain.  Upon  this  they  went  again  before  Mohammed,  to  whom  these  words,  And  if  it 
appear,  &c.,  were  revealed  ;  and  thereupon  Amru  Ebn  al  As  and  al  Motalleb  Ebn  Abi  Refaa, 
both  of  the  tribe  of  Sahm,  stood  up,  and  were  sworn  against  them  ;  and  judgment  was  given 
accordingly.! 

'^  That  is,  on  the  day  of  judgment. 

<*  That  is,  we  are  ignorant  whether  our  proselytes  were  sincere,  or  whether  they  apostatized 
after  our  deaths ;  but  thou  well  knowest,  not  only  what  answer  they  gave  us,  but  the  secrets 
of  their  hearts,  and  whether  they  have  since  continued  firm  in  their  religion  or  not. 

®  See  chapter  2,  p.  10. 

f  See  chapter  3,  p.  37. 

8  See  ibid. 

^  See  ibid.  p.  38. 

i  This  miracle  is  thus  related  by  the  commentators.  Jesus  having,  at  the  request  of  hij> 
followers,  asked  it  of  God,  a  red  table  Immediately  descended,  In  their  sight,  between  two 
clouds,  and  was  set  before  them  ;  whereupon  he  rose  up,  and  having  made  the  ablution,  prayed, 
and  then  took  off  the  cloth  which  covered  the  table,  saying.  In  the  name  o/Gou,  tJie  best  pro- 
vider of  food.  What  the  provisions  were  with  which  this  table  was  furnished  is  a  matter 
wherein  the  expositors  are  not  agreed.  One  will  have  them  to  be  nine  cakes  of  bread  and  nine 
fishes  ;  another,  bread  and  flesh  ;  another,  all  sorts  of  food,  except  flesh  ;  another,  all  sorts  of 
food,  except  bread  and  flesh ;  another,  all  except  bread  and  fish ;  another,  one  fish,  whicl^  had  the 
taste  of  all  manner  of  food  ;  and  another,  fruits  of  paradise  ;  but  the  most  received  tradition  is 
that  when  the  table  was  uncovered,  there  appeared  a  fish  ready  dressed,  without  scales  oi 
prickly  fins,  dropping  with  fat,  having  salt  placed  at  its  head  and  vinegar  at  its  tail,  and  rouna 
It  all  Sorts  of  herbs,  except  leeks,  and  five  loaves  of  bread,  on  one  of  which  there  were  olives, 
on  the  second  honey,  on  the  third  butter,  on  the  fourth  chee?e,  and  on  the  fifth  dried  flesh. 
They  add  that  Jesus,  at  the  request  of  the  apostles,  showed  them  another  miracle,  Dy  restorinj; 

*  Al  Doidiwi 


88  AL  KORAN, 


CHAP.   V. 


answered,  Fear  GoD,  ye  be  true  believers.  They  said,  We  desire  to 
eat  thereof,  and  that  our  hearts  may  rest  at  ease,  and  that  we  may 
know  that  thou  hast  told  us  the  truth,  and  that  we  may  be  witnesses 
thereof.  Jesus,  the  son  of  Mary,  said,  O  God  our  Lord,  cause  a  table 
to  descend  unto  us  from  heaven,  that  the  day  of  its  descent  may  become 
a  festival  day^  unto  us,  unto  the  first  of  ug,  and  unto  the  last  of  us,  and 
a  sign  from  thee  ;  and  do  thou  provide  food  for  us,  for  thou  art  the 
best  provider.  GOD  said.  Verily  I  will  cause  it  to  descend  unto  you  ; 
but  whoever  among  you  shall  disbelieve  hereafter,  I  will  surely  punish 
him  with  a  punishment  wherewith  I  will  not  punish  any  other  creature. 
And  when  GOD  shall  say  unto  Jesus,  at  the  last  day,  O  Jesus,  son  of 
Mary,  hast  thou  said  unto  men.  Take  me  and  my  mother  for  two  gods, 
beside  GOD  ?  He  shall  answer,  Praise  be  unto  thee  !  it  is  not  for  me 
to  say  that  which  I  ought  not  ;  if  I  had  said  so,  thou  wouldst  surely 
have  known  it  :  thou  knowest  what  is  in  me,  but  I  know  not  what  is  in 
thee ;  for  thou  art  the  knower  of  secrets.  I  have  not  spoken  to  them 
any  other  than  what  thou  didst  command  me  ;  namely,  Worship  GOD, 
my  Lord  and  your  LORD  :  and  I  was  a  witness  of  their  actions  while 
I  stayed  among  them  ;  but  since  thou  hast  taken  me  to  thyself,^  thou 
hast  been  the  watcher  over  them  ;  for  thou  art  witness  of  all  things. 
If  thou  punish  them,  they  are  surely  thy  servants  ;  and  if  thou  forgive 
them,  thou  art  mighty  and  wise.  GOD  will  say.  This  day  shall  their 
veracity  be  of  advantage  unto  those  who  speak  truth  ;  they  shall  have 
gardens  wherein  rivers  flow,  they  shall  remain  therein  for  ever  :  GOD 
hath  been  well  pleased  in  them,  and  they  have  been  well  pleased  in 
him.  This  shall  be  great  felicity.  Unto  GOD  belongeth  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  and  of  earth,  and  of  whatever  therein  is ;  and  he  is  almighty. 

the  fish  to  life,  and  causing  its  scales  and  fins  to  return  to  it,  at  which  the  standers-by  being 
affrighted,  he  caused  it  to  become  as  it  was  before ;  that  1,300  men  and  women,  all  afflicted  with 
bodily  infirmities  or  poverty,  ate  of  these  provisions,  and  were  satisfied,  the  fish  remaining 
whole  as  it  was  at  first ;  that  then  the  table  flew  up  to  heaven  in  the  sight  of  all ;  and  every 
one  who  had  partaken  of  this  food  were  delivered  from  their  infirmities  and  misfortunes  ;  and 
that  it  continued  to  descend  for  forty  days  together  at  dinner-time,  and  stood  on  the  ground 
till  the  sun  declined,  and  was  then  taken  up  into  the  clouds.  Some  of  the  Mohammedan 
writers  are  of  opinion  that  this  table  did  not  really  descend,  but  that  it  was  only  a  parable  ;  but 
most  think  the  words  of  the  Koran  are  plain  to  the  contrary.  A  further  tradition  is,  that 
several  men  were  changed  into  swine  for  disbelieving  this  miracle,  and  attributing  it  to  magic 
art ;  or,  as  others  pretend,  for  stealing  some  of  the  victuals  from  off  it.l  Several  other  fabulous 
circumstances  are  also  told,  which  are  scarce  worth  transcribing. 2 

^  Some  say  the  table  descended  on  a  Sunday,  which  was  the  reason  of  the  Christians  observ- 
ing that  day  as  sacred.  Others  pretend  this  day  is  still  kept  among  them  as  a  very  great 
festival ;  and  it  seems  as  if  the  story  had  its  rise  from  an  imperfect  notion  of  Christ's  last 
supper,  and  the  institution  of  the  Eucharist. 

•  Or,  shice  thou  hast  caused  vie  to  die:  but  as  it  is  a  dispute  among  the  Mohammedans 
whether  Christ  actually  died  or  not,  before  his  assumption, 3  and  the  original  may  be  translated 
either  way,  I  have  chosen  the  former  expression,  which  leaves  the  matter  undecided. 

Idem,  al  ThalabL         S  Vide  Marracc.  in  Ale.  p.  238,  &c.        *  See  cap.  3,  p.  38. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

ENTITLED,   CATTLE  '^  REVEALED  AT  MECCA.^ 

IN   THE   NAME   OF   THE  MOST   MERCIFUL  GOD. 

PRAISE  be  unto  God,  who  hath  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth, 
and  hath  ordained  the  darkness  and  the  light ;  nevertheless  they 
who  beheve  not  in  the  Lord,  equalize  other  gods  with  him.  It  is  he 
who  hath  created  you  of  clay  ;  and  then  decreed  the  term  of  your  lives  j 
and  the  prefixed  term  is  with  him  :**  yet  do  we  doubt  thereof.  He  is 
God  in  heaven  and  in  earth  ;  he  knoweth  what  ye  keep  secret,  and 
what  ye  publish,  and  knoweth  what  ye  deserve.  There  came  not  unto 
them  any  sign,  of  the  signs  of  their  Lord,  but  they  retired  from  the 
same ;  and  they  have  gainsaid  the  truth,  after  that  it  hath  come  unto 
them  :  but  a  message  shall  come  unto  them,  concerning  that  which 
they  have  mocked  at."^  Do  they  not  consider  how  many  generations 
we  have  destroyed  before  them.?  We  had  established  them  in  the 
earth  in  a  manner  wherein  we  have  not  established  you  ;^  we  sent  the 
heaven  to  rain  abundantly  upon  them,  and  we  gave  thevt  rivers  which 
flowed  under  their  feet :  yet  we  destroyed  them  in  their  sins,  and  raised 
up  other  generations  after  them.  Although  we  had  caused  to  descend 
unto  thee  a  book  written  on  paper,  and  they  had  handled  it  with  their 
hands,  the  unbelievers  had  surely  said.  This  is  no  other  than  manifest 
sorcery.  They  said.  Unless  an  angel  be  sent  down  unto  him,  we  will 
not  believe.  But  if  we  had  sent  down  an  angel,  verily  the  matter  had 
been  decreed,'^  and  they  should  not  have  been  borne  with,  by  having 
time  granted  them  to  repent.  And  if  we  had  appointed  an  angel  for 
our  messenger^  we  should  have  sent  him  in  the  form  of  a  man,*  and 
have  clothed  him  before  them,  as  they  are  clothed.  Other  apostles 
have  been  laughed  to  scorn  before  thee ;  but  the  judgment  which  they 
made  a  jest  of,  encompassed  those  who  laughed  them  to  scorn.  Say, 
Go  through  the  earth,  and  behold  what  hath  been  the  end  of  those 
who  accused  our  prophets  of  imposture.  Say,  Unto  whom  belongeth 
whatsoever  is  in  heaven  and  earth  ?  Say,  Unto  God.  He  hath  pre- 
scribed unto  himself  mercy.     He  will  surely  gather  you  together  on  the 

"  This  chapter  is  so  entitled,  because  some  superstitious  customs  of  the  Meccans,  as  to  cer- 
tain cattle,  are  therein  incidentally  mentioned. 

"  Except  only  six  verses,  or,  say  others,  three  verses,  which  are  taken  notice  of  in  the  notes. 

o  By  the  last  term  some  understand  the  time  of  the  resurrection.  Others  think  that  by  the 
first  term  is  intended  the  space  between  creation  and  death,  and  by  the  latter,  that  between 
death  "ind  the  resurrection. 

P  Ttiat  is,  they  shail  be  convinced  of  the  truth  which  they  have  made  a  jest  of,  when  they 
see  the  punishment  which  they  shall  suffer  for  so  doing,  both  in  this  world  and  the  next ;  or 
when  they  shall  see  the  glorious  success  of  Mohammedism. 

q  i.e..  We  had  blessed  them  with  greater  power  and  length  of  prosperity  than  we  have 
granted  you,  O  men  of  Mecca.l  Mohammed  seems  here  to  mean  the  ancient  and  potent  tribes 
of  Ad  and  Thamud,  &c.2 

"■  That  is  to  say.  As  they  would  not  have  believed,  even  if  an  angel  had  descended  to  them 
from  heaven,  God  has  shown  his  mercy  in  not  complying  with  their  demands  ;  for  if  he  had, 
they  would  have  suffered  immediate  condemnation,  and  would  have  been  allowed  no  time  for 
repentance. 

As  Gabriel  generally  appeared  to  Mahommed  ;  who,  though  a  prophet,  was  not  able  to 

1  Al  Beidawi.        2  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  I.  p.  5,  &c. 
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day  of  resurrection  ;  there  is  no  doubt  of  it.  They  who  destroy  their 
own  souls  are  those  who  will  not  believe.  Unto  him  is  owing  what- 
soever happeneth  by  night  or  by  day ;  //  is  he  who  heareth  and 
knoweth.  Say,  Shall  I  take  any  other  protector  than  GOD,  the  creator 
of  heaven  and  earth,  who  feedeth  all  and  is  not  fed  by  any  ?  Say, 
Verily  I  am  commanded  to  be  the  first  who  professeth  Islam,*  and  it 
was  said  nnto  7ne^  Thou  shalt  by  no  means  be  one  of  the  idolaters. 
Say,  Verily  I  fear,  if  I  should  rebel  against  my  LORD,  the  punishment 
of  the  great  day  :  from  whomsoever  it  shall  be  averted  on  that  day, 
God  will  have  been  merciful  unto  him  ;  this  will  be  manifest  salvation. 
If  God  afflict  fhee  with  any  hurt,  there  is  none  who  can  take  it  off 
frojn  thee,  except  himself;  but  if  he  cause  good  to  befall  thee,  he  is 
almighty  ;  he  is  the  supreme  Lord  over  his  servants  ;  and  he  is  wise 
and\inQ\vmg.  Say,  What  thing  is  the  strongest  in  bearing  testimony  ?" 
Say,  God  ;  he  is  witness  between  me  and  you.  And  this  Koran  was 
revealed  unto  me,  that  I  should  admonish  you  thereby,  and  also  those 
unto  whom  it  shall  reach.  Do  ye  really  profess  that  there  are  other 
gods  together  with  God  ?  Say,  I  do  not  profess  this.  Say,  Verily  he 
is  one  God  ;  and  1  am  guiltless  of  what  ye  associate  with  him.  They 
unto  whom  we  have  given  the  scripture  know  our  apostle,  even  as  they 
know  their  own  children  ;^  but  they  who  destroy  their  own  souls,  will 
not  believe.  Who  is  more  unjust  than  he  who  inventeth  a  lie  against 
GOD,y  or  chargeth  his  signs  with  imposture  ?  Surely  the  unjust  shall 
not  prosper.  And  on  the  day  of  resurrectio7t  we  will  assemble  them 
all ;  then  will  we  say  unto  those  who  associated  others  with  God, 
Where  are  your  companions,^  whom  ye  imagined  to  be  those  of  God? 
But  they  shall  have  no  other  excuse,  than  that  they  shall  say,  By  GOD 
our  Lord,  we  have  not  been  idolaters.  Behold,  how  they  lie  against 
themselves,  and  what  they  have  blasphemously  imagined  to  be  the 
co7npanio7i  of  God  flieth  from  them.*  There  is  of  them  who  hearkeneth 
unto  thee  wJie7i  thou  readest  the  Koran j^  but  we  have  cast  veils  over 
their  hearts,  that  they  should  not  understand  it,  and  a  deafness  in  their 
ears  :  and  though  they  should  see  all  ki7ids  of  signs,  they  will  not 
believe  therein  ;  and  their  infidelity  will  arrive  to  that  height  that  they 
will  even  come  unto  thee,  to  dispute  with  thee.  The  unbelievers  will 
say,  This  is  nothing  but  silly  fables  of  ancient  times.    And  they  will 

bear  the  sight  of  him  when  he  appeared  in  his  proper  form,  much  less  would  others  be  able  to 

support  it. 

'  That  is,  the  first  of  my  nation.l 

w  This  passage  was  revealed  when  the  Koreish  told  Mohammed  that  they  had  asked  the 
Jews  and  Christians  concerning  him,  who  assured  them  they  found  no  mention  or  description 
of  him  in  their  books  of  scripture,  There/ore,  said  they,  who  bears  witness  to  thee,  that  thou 
art  the  afiostle  of  GoD?2 

*  See  chapter  2,  p.  16. 

y  Saying  the  angels  are  the  daughters  of  GoD,  and  intercessors  for  us  with  him,  &C.3 

*  i.e..  Your  idols  and  false  gods. 

a  That  is,  their  imaginary  deities  prove  to  be  nothing,  and  disappear  like  vain  phantoms  and 
chimeras. 

t>  The  persons  here  meant  were  Abu  Sofian,  al  Walid,  al  Nodar,  Otba,  Abu  Jahl,  and  theii 
comrades,  who  went  to  hear  Mohammed  repeat  some  of  the  Koran  ;  and  Nodar  being  asked 
what  he  said,  answered,  with  an  oath,  that  he  knew  not,  only  that  he  moved  his  tongue,  and 
lold  a  parcel  of  foolish  stories,  as  he  had  done  to  them.^ 

I  Al  BeidawL        >  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin.        '  Al  Beidawi.  IHerr. 
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forbid  others  from  beheving  therem,  and  will  retire  afar  off  h  jm  it ; 
but  they  will  destroy  their  own  souls  only,  and  they  are  not  sensible 
thereof.  If  thou  didst  see,  when  they  shall  be  set  over  the  fire  of  hell! 
and  they  shall  say,  Would  to  GOD  we  might  be  sent  back  mto  the 
world;  we  would  not  charge  the  signs  of  our  Lord  with  imposture, 
and  we  would  become  true  believers  :  nay,  but  that  is  become  manifest 
unto  them,  which  they  formerly  concealed  f  and  though  they  should 
be  sent  back  into  the  worlds  they  would  surely  return  to  that  which 
was  forbidden  them  ;  and  they  are  surely  liars.  And  they  said,  There 
is  no  other  life  than  our  present  life  ;  neither  shall  we  be  raised  again. 
But  if  thou  couldst  see,  when  they  shall  be  set  before  their  Lord  I'^ 
He  shall  say  tmto  them,  Is  not  this  in  truth  come  to  pass  ?  They  shall 
answer.  Yea,  by  our  Lord.  God  shall  say.  Taste  therefore  the  punish- 
ment due  unto  you,  for  that  ye  have  disbelieved.  They  are  lost  who 
reject  as  falsehood  the  meeting  of  GoD  in  the  next  life,  until  the  hour^ 
Cometh  suddenly  upon  them.  Thejt  will  they  say,  Alas  !  for  that  we 
have  behaved  ourselves  negligently  in  otir  lifetime j  and  they  shall 
carry  their  burdens  on  their  backs  ;^  will  it  not  be  evil  which  they  shall 
be  loaden  with  1  This  present  life  is  no  other  than  a  play  and  a  vain 
amusement ;  but  surely  the  future  mansion  shall  be  better  for  those  who 
fear  God:  will  they  not  therefore  understand  .f*  Now  we  know  that 
what  they  speak  grieveth  thee :  yet  they  do  not  accuse  thee  of  false- 
hood; but  the  ungodly  contradict  the  signs  of  GOD.s  And  apostles 
before  thee  have  been  accounted  liars :  but  they  patiently  bore  their 
being  accounted  liars,  and  their  being  vexr  \  until  our  help  came  unto 
them ;  for  there  is  none  who  can  change  the  words  of  GOD  :  and  thou 
hast  received  some  information  concerning  those  who  have  been  for- 
merly sent  from  him?'  If  their  aversion  to  thy  admonitions  be  grievous 
unto  thee,  if  thou  canst  seek  out  a  den  whereby  thou  mayest  penetrate 
into  the  inward  parts  of  the  earth,  or  a  ladder  by  which  thou  mayest 
ascend  into  heaven,  that  thou  mayest  show  them  a  sign,  do  so,  but  thy 
search  will  be  fruitless;  for  if  God  pleased  he  would  bring  them 

'^  Their  hypocrisy  and  vile  actions ;  nor  does  their  promise  proceed  from  any  sincere  intention 
of  amendment,  but  from  the  anguish  and  misery  of  their  condition.5 

<*  viz.,  In  order  for  judgment. 

"  The  last  day  is  here  called  the  hour,  as  it  is  in  scripture  ;6  and  the  preceding  expression  of 
meeti7tg  God  on  that  day  is  also  agreeable  to  the  same. 7 

f  When  an  infidel  comes  forth  from  his  grave,  says  Jallalo'ddin,  his  works  shall  be  represented 
to  him  under  the  ugliest  form  that  ever  he  beheld,  h.aving  a  most  deformed  countenance,  a  filthy 
smell,  and  a  disagreeable  voice  ;  so  that  he  shall  cry  out,  God  defend  me  from  thee,  what  art 
thou  ?  I  never  saw  anything  more  detestable  I  To  which  the  figure  will  answer.  Why  dost 
thou  wonder  at  my  ugliness  ?  I  am  thy  evil  works  ;1  thou  didst  ride  upon  me  while  thou 
wast  jn  the  world;  but  tiow  will  I  ride  upon  thee,  and  thou  shalt  carry  me.  And  immedi- 
ately it  shall  get  upon  him  ;  and  whatever  he  shall  meet  shall  terrify  him,  and  say.  Hail,  thou 
enemy  of  God,  thou  art  ha  who  was  meant  ^j/ (these  words  of  the  Koran),  and  they  shall  carry 
their  burdens,  &c.2 

8  That  is,  it  is  not  thou  but  God  whom  they  injure  by  their  impious  gainsaying  of  what  has 
been  revealed  to  thee.  It  is  said  that  Abu  Jahl  once  told  Mohammed  that  they  did  not  accuse 
mm  of  falsehood,  because  he  was  known  to  be  a  man  of  veracity,  but  only  they  did  not  believe 
the  revelations  which  he  brought  them  ;  which  occasioned  this  passage.^ 

h  i.e.,  Jhou  has  been  acquainted  with  the  stories  of  several  of  the  preceding  prophets  ;  wlia! 
persecutions  they  suffered  from  those  to  whom  they  were  sent,  and  in  what  manner  God  sup- 
ported them  and  punished  their  enemies,  according  to  his  unalterable  promise.  ^ 

«  Idem.  0  1  John  v.  25,  &c.  7  1  Thess.  iv.  17.  i  See  Milton's  Paradise  Lost, 

Vk.  u  v.  737,  &c.         2  See  also  cap.  3,  p.  48.         3  Al  Beidawi.        ^  Idem. 
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all  to  the  true  direction  :  be  not  therefore  one  of  the  ignorant.*  He 
will  give  a  favourable  answer  unto  those  only  who  shall  hearken  with 
attention :  and  GOD  will  raise  the  dead  ;  then  unto  him  shall  they 
return.  The  infidels  say,  Unless  some  sign  be  sent  down  unto  him 
from  his  Lord,  we  will  not  believe:  answer,  Verily  GOD  is  able  to 
send  down  a  sign  :  but  the  greater  part  of  them  know  it  not.^  There 
is  no  kindo/hQdiSi  on  earth,  nor  fowl  which  flieth  with  its  wings,  but  the 
same  is  a  people  like  unto  you  •}  we  have  not  omitted  anything  in  the 
book"^  of  our  decrees :  then  unto  their  Lord  shall  they  return."  They 
who  accuse  our  signs  of  falsehood,  are  deaf  and  dumb,  walking  in  dark- 
ness :  God  will  lead  into  error  whom  he  pleaseth,  and  whom  he  pleaseth 
he  will  put  in  the  right  way.  Say,  What  think  ye  ?  if  the  punishment 
of  God  come  upon  you,  or  the  hour  of  the  fesurrection  come  upon  you, 
will  ye  call  upon  any  other  than  God,  if  ye  speak  truth  ?  yea,  him  shall 
ye  call  upon,  and  he  shall  free  you  from  that  which  ye  shall  ask  him  to 
deliver  you  frojn,  if  he  pleaseth ;  and  ye  shall  forget  that  which  ye 
associated  with  him!*  We  have  already  sent  messengers  unto  sundry 
nations  before  thee,  and  we  afflicted  them  with  trouble  and  adversity 
that  they  might  humble  themselves  :  yet  when  the  affliction  which  we 
sent  came  upon  them,  they  did  not  humble  themselves  :  but  their 
hearts  became  hardened,  and  Satan  prepared  for  them  that  which  they 
committed.  And  when  they  had  forgotten  that  concerning  which  they 
had  been  admonished,  we  opened  unto  them  the  gates  of  all  things  -^ 
until,  while  they  were  rejoicing  for  that  which  had  been  given  them,  we 
suddenly  laid  hold  on  them,  and  behold,  they  were  seized  with  despair ; 
and  the  utmost  part  of  the  people  which  had  acted  wickedly,  was  cut  off : 
praise  be  unto  God,  the  Lord  of  all  creatures  !  Say,  what  think  ye  ? 
if  God  should  take  away  your  hearing  and  your  sight,  and  should  seal 
up  your  hearts  ;  what  god  besides  God  will  restore  them  unto  you  ? 
See  how  variously  we  show  forth  the  signs  of  God's  unity  ;*  yet  do  they 
turn  2LS\defro77t  thejn.  Say  tinto  them.  What  think  ye.**  if  the  punish- 
ment of  God  come  upon  you  suddenly,  or  in  open  view  ;*  will  ariy 
perish,  except  the  ungodly  people  ?  We  send  not  our  messengers 
otherwise  than  bearing  good  tidings  and  denouncing  threats.     Whoso 

i  In  this  passage  Mohammca  is  reproved  for  his  impatience  in  not  bearing  with  the  obstinacy 
.  of  his  countrymen,  and  for  his  indiscreet  desire  of  effecting  what  GoD  hath  not  decreed,  namely, 
the  conversion  and  salvation  of  all  men.5 

It  Being  both  ignorant  of  God's  almighty  power,  and  of  the  consequence  of  what  they  ask, 
which  might  prove  their  utter  destruction. 

1  Being  created  and  preserved  by  the  same  omnipotence  and  providence  as  ye  are. 

"*  That  is,  in  the  preserved  table,  wherein  God's  decrees  are  written,  and  all  things  which 
come  to  pass  in  this  world,  as  well  the  most  minute  as  the  more  momentous,  are  exactly  re 
gistered.6 

"  For,  according  to  the  Mohammedan  belief,  the  Irrational  animals  will  also  be  restored  to 
life  at  the  resurrection,  that  they  may  be  brought  to  judgment,  and  have  vengeance  taken  on 
them  for  the  injuries  they  did  one  another  while  in  this  world.^ 

o  That  is,  ye  shall  then  forsake  your  false  gods,  when  ye  shall  be  effectually  convinced  that 
God  alone  is  able  to  deliver  you  from  eternal  punishment.  But  others  rather  think  that  this 
forgetting  will  be  the  effect  of  the  distress  and  terror  which  they  will  then  be  in.8 

P  That  is,  we  gave  them  all  manner  of  plenty;  that  since  they  took  no  warning  by  their 
afp'ctions,  their  prosperity  might  become  a  snare  to  them,  and  they  might  bring  down  upon 
themselves  swifter  destruction. 

%.  Laying  them  before  you  in  different  views,  and  making  use  of  arguments  and  motives 
drawn  from  various  considerations. 

'  T/iat  is,  says  al  Beidawi,  either  without  any  previous  notice,  or  after  some  warning  given. 

»  Ic'tm.        «  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.         '  See  ibid.  d.  67.         «  Al  Beid5wL 
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therefore  shall  believe  and  amend,  on  them  shall  no  fear  come,  neither 
shall  they  be  grieved  :  but  whoso  shall  accuse  our  signs  of  falsehood,  a 
punishment  shall  fall  on  them,  because  they  have  done  wickedly.  Say, 
I  say  not  unto  you,  The  treasures  of  GOD  are  in  my  power  :  neither  do 
I  say,  I  know  the  secrets  of  God:  neither  do  I  say  unto  you,  Verily  I 
am  an  angel :  I  follow  only  that  which  is  revealed  unto  me.  Say,  shall 
the  blind  and  the  seeing  be  held  equal  ?  do  ye  not  therefore  consider  ? 
Preach  it  unto  those  who  fear  that  they  shall  be  assembled  before  their 
Lord  :  they  shall  have  no  patron  nor  intercessor,  except  him  ;  that 
peradventure  they  may  take  heed  to  themselves.  Drive  not  away  those 
who  call  upon  their  Lord  morning  and  evening,  desiring  io  see  his 
face  ;*  it  belongeth  not  unto  thee  to  pass  any  judgment  on  them,*  nor 
doth  it  belong  unto  them  to  pass  any  judgment  on  thee  :  therefore  if 
thou  drive  them  away,  thou  wilt  become  one  of  the  unjust.  Thus  have 
we  proved  some  part  of  them  by  other  part,  that  they  may  say,  Are 
these  the  people  among  us  unto  whom  GOD  hath  been  gracious  ?" 
Doth  not  God  most  truly  know  those  who  are  thankful  ?  And  when 
they  who  believe  in  our  signs  shall  come  unto  thee,  say.  Peace  be  upon 
you.  Your  Lord  hath  prescribed  unto  himself  mercy  ;  so  that  who- 
ever among  you  worketh  evil  through  ignorance,  and  afterwards  re- 
penteth  and  amendeth,  unto  him  will  he  surely  be  gracious  and 
merciful.  Thus  have  we  distinctly  propounded  our  signs,  that  the  path 
of  the  wicked  might  be  made  known.  Say,  Verily  I  am  forbidden  to 
worship  the  false  deities  which  ye  invoke,  besides  GOD.  Say,  I  will  not 
follow  your  desires  ;  for  then  should  I  err,  neither  should  I  be  one  of 
those  who  are  rightly  directed.  Say,  I  behave  according  to  the  plain 
declaration  which  I  have  received  from  my  Lord  ;  but  ye  have  forged 
lies  concerning  him.  That  which  ye  desire  should  be  hastened,  is  not 
in  my  power  :^  judgment  belongeth  only  unto  God  ;  he  will  determine 
the  truth  ;  and  he  is  the  best  discerner.  Say,  if  what  ye  desire  should 
be  hastened  were  in  my  power,  the  matter  had  been  determined 
between  me  and  you  '?  but  God  well  knoweth  the  unjust.  With  him 
are  the  keys  of  the  secret  things;  none  knoweth  them  besides  himself: 
he  knoweth  that  which  is  on  the  dry  land  and  in  the  sea  ;  there  falieth 
no  leaf,  but  he  knoweth  it ;  neither  is  there  a  single  grain  in  the  dark 
parts  of  the  earth,  neither  a  green  thing,  nor  a  dry  thing,  but  it  is 

'  These  words  were  occasioned  when  the  Koreish  desired  Mohammed  not  to  admit  the  poor 
or  more  inferior  people,  such  as  Ammar,  Soheib,  Khobbab,  and  Salman,  into  his  company, 
pretending  that  then  they  would  come  and  discourse  with  him  ;  but  he  refusing  to  turn  away 
any  believers,  they  insisted  at  least  that  he  should  order  them  to  rise  up  and  withdraw  when 
they  came,  which  he  agreed  to  do.  Others  say  that  the  chief  men  of  Mecca  expelled  all  the 
poor  out  of  their  city,  bidding  them  go  to  Mohammed  ;  which  they  did,  and  offered  to  embrace 
his  religion  ;  but  he  made  some  difficulty  to  receive  them,  suspecting  their  motive  to  be  neces- 
sity, and  not  real  conviction  ;l  whereupon  this  passage  was  revealed. 

^  i.e..  Rashly  to  decide  whether  their  intentions  be  sincere  or  not ;  since  thou  canst  not  know 
their  heart,  and  their  faith  may  possibly  be  more  firm  than  that  of  those  who  would  persuade 
thee  to  discard  them. 

"  That  is  to  say,  the  noble  by  those  of  mean  extraction,  and  the  rich  by  the  poor ;  in  that 
God  chose  to  call  the  latter  to  the  faith  before  tho  former.  2 

^  This  passage  is  an  answer  to  the  audacious  defiances  of  the  infidels,  who  bad  Mohammed, 
if  he  were  a  true  prophet,  to  call  for  a  shower  of  stones  from  heaven,  or  some  other  sudden  and 
miraculous  punishment,  to  destroy  them.  3 

y  For  I  should  ere  now  have  destroyed  you,  out  of  zeal  for  God's  honour,  had  it  been  in  mv 
power.* 

'  Idem,  Jalblo'ddin.        2  Al  Beidawi.        3  Idem.         4  idem. 
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written  in  the  perspicuous  book.*  It  is  he  who  causeth  you  to  sleep  by 
night,  and  kno  weth  what  ye  merit  by  day  ;  he  also  awaketh  you  there- 
in, that  the  prefixed  term  of  your  lives  may  be  fulfilled  ;  then  unto  him 
shall  ye  return,  and  he  shall  declare  unto  you  that  which  ye  have 
wrought.  He  is  supreme  over  his  servants,  and  sendeth  the  guardian 
angel  to  watch  over  you,^  until,  when  death  overtaketh  one  of  you,  our 
messengers^  cause  him  to  die  ;  and  they  will  not  neglect  our  com- 
mands. Afterwards  shall  they  return  unto  GOD,  their  true  LORD  :  doth 
not  judgment  belong  unto  him  ?  he  is  the  most  quick  in  taking  an 
account."  Say,  who  delivereth  you  from  the  darkness^  of  the  land,  and 
of  the  sea,  when  ye  call  upon  him  humbly  and  in  private,  saying^ 
Verily  if  thou  deliver  us^  from  these  dangers.,  we  will  surely  be  thank- 
ful ?  Say,  God  delivereth  you  from  them,  and  from  every  grief  of 
mind  ;  yet  afterwards  ye  give  hi7n  companions.'  Say,  He  is  able  to 
send  on  you  a  punishment  from  above  you,8  or  from  under  your  feet,^ 
or  to  engage  you  in  dissension,  and  to  make  some  of  you  taste  the  vio- 
lence of  others.  Observe  how  variously  we  show  forth  our  signs,  that 
perad venture  they  may  understand.  This  people  hath  accused  the 
revelation  which  thou  hast  brought  of  falsehood,  although  it  be  the 
truth.  Say,  I  am  not  a  guardian  over  you  :  every  prophecy  hath  its 
fixed  time  of  acco?nplishjnent ;  and  ye  will  hereafter  know  it.  When 
taou  seest  those  who  are  engaged  in  cavilling  at  or  ridictiling  our 
signs  ;  depart  from  them,  ur-til  they  be  engaged  in  some  other  dis- 
course :  and  if  Satan  cause  the^  to  forget  this  precept,  do  not  sit  with 
the  ungodly  people,  after  recollection.  They  who  fear  God  are  not  at 
all  accountable  for  them,  but  their  duty  is  to  remember,  that  they  may 
take  heed  to  themselves.*  Abandon  those  who  make  their  religion  a 
sport  and  a  jest  ;  and  whom  the  present  life  hath  deceived  :  and  ad- 
monish them  by  the  Koran,  that  a  soul  becometh  liable  to  destruction 
for  that  which  it  committeth  :  it  shall  have  no  patron  nor  intercessor 
besides  GOD  ;  and  if  it  could  pay  the  utnjiost  price  of  redemption,  it 
would  not  be  accepted  from  it.  They  who  are  delivered  over  to  per- 
dition for  that  which  they  have  committed,  shall  have  boiling  water  to 
drink,  and  shall  suffer  a  grievous  punishment,  because  they  have  dis- 
believed. Say,  Shall  we  call  upon  that,  besides  GOD,  which  can 
neither  profit  us  nor  hurt  us  ?  and  shall  we  turn  back  on  our  heels,  after 
that  GOD  hath  directed  us  ;  like  him  whom  the  devils  have  infatuated, 

«  i.e.,  The  preserved  table,  or  register  of  God's  decrees. 

*  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV. 

t>  That  is,  the  angel  of  death  and  his  assistants.* 

^  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV. 

^  That  is,  the  dangers  and  distresses. 

^  The  Cufic  copies  read  it  in  the  third  person,  if  he  deliver  us,  &C. 

f  Returning  to  your  old  idolatry. 

g  That  is,  by  storms  from  heaven,  as  he  destroyed  the  unbelieving  people  </  Noah,  and  of 
Lot,  and  the  army  of  Abraha,  the  lord  of  the  elephant.  1 

^  Either  by  drowning  you,  as  he  did  Pharaoh  and  his  host,  or  causing  the  earth  to  open  and 
swallow  you  up,  as  happened  to  Korah,  or  (as  the  Mohammedans  name  him)  Karun.2 

i  And  therefore  need  not  be  troubled  at  the  indecent  and  impious  talk  of  the  infidels,  pr  - 
vided  they  take  care  not  to  be  infected  by  them.  When  the  preceding  passage  was  revealed, 
the  Moslems  told  their  prophet  that  if  they  were  obliged  to  rise  up  whenever  the  idolaters  spoke 
irreverently  of  the  Koran,  they  could  never  sit  quietly  in  the  temple,  nor  perform  their  devo- 
tions there  ;  whereupon  these  words  were  added. "^ 

•  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sec.  IV.        1  Al  BeidawL        >  Idem.         <  Idem,  Jallalo'ddia 
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wandering  amazedly  in  the  earth,  and  yet  having  companions  who  call 
him  to  the  true  direction,  sayi7tg,  Come  unto  us  ?  Say,  The  direction  of 
God  is  the  true  direction  :  we  are  commanded  to  resign  ourselves  unto 
the  Lord  of  all  creatures  ;  and  //  is  also  commanded  7(s,  sayin^^ 
Observe  the  stated  times  of  prayer,  and  fear  him  ;  for  it  is  he  before 
whom  ye  shall  be  assembled.  It  is  he  who  hath  created  the  heavens 
and  the  earth  in  truth  ;  and  whenever  he  saith  tmto  a  thtJig,  Be,  it  is. 
His  word  is  the  truth  ;  and  his  will  be  the  kingdom  on  the  day  whereon 
the  trumpet  shall  be  sounded  :^  he  knoweth  whatever  is  secret,  and 
whatever  is  public  :  he  is  the  wise,  the  knowing.  Call  to  mind  when 
Abraham  said  unto  his  father  Azer,^  Dost  thou  take  images  for  gods  ?■" 
Verily  I  perceive  that  thou  and  thy  people  are  in  a  manifest  error. 
^iX'A  thus  did  we  show  unto  Abraham  the  kingdom  of  heaven  and  earth, 
ihat  he  might  become  o?ie  of  those  who  firmly  believe.'^  And  when  the 
night  overshadowed  him,  he  saw  a  star,  and  he  said,  This  is  my  Lord  ;" 
but  when  it  set,  he  said,  I  like  not  gods  which  set.  And  when  he  saw 
the  moon  lising,  he  said.  This  is  my  Lord  j  but  when  he  saw  it  set,  he 

k  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV. 

1  This  is  the  name  which  the  Mohammedans  give  to  Abraham's  father,  named  in  scripture 
Terah.  However,  some  of  their  writers  pretend  that  Azer  was  the  son  of  Terah,i  and  D'Her- 
belot  says  that  the  Arabs  always  distinguish  them  in  their  genealogies  as  different  persons ; 
but  that  because  Abraham  was  the  son  of  Terah  according  to  JNIoses,  it  is  therefore  supposed 
(ty  European  writers)  that  Terah  is  the  same  with  the  A;^er  of  the  Arabs.^  How  true  this 
observation  may  be  in  relation  to  some  authors,  I  cannot  say,  but  I  am  sure  it  cannot  be  true 
of  all ;  for  several  Arab  and  Turkish  writers  expressly  make  Azer  and  Terah  the  same  person.<i 
Azer,  in  ancient  times,  was  the  name  of  the  planet  Mars,  and  t!ie  month  of  March  was  so 
called  by  the  most  ancient  Persians ;  for  the  word  originally  signifying  fire  (as  it  still  does), 
it  was  therefore  given  by  them  and  the  Chaldeans  to  that  planet, "^  which  partaking,  as  was 
supposed,  of  a  fiery  nature,  was  acknowledged  by  the  Chaldeans  and  Assyrians  as  a  god  or 
planetary  deity,  whom  in  old  times  they  worshipped  under  the  form  of  a  pillar :  whence  Azer 
became  a  name  among  the  nobility,  who  esteemed  it  honourable  to  be  denominated  from  their 
gods,*  and  is  fgund  in  the  composition  of  several  Babylonish  names.  For  these  reasons  a 
learned  author  supposes  Azer  to  have  been  the  heathen  name  of  Terah,  and  that  the  other  was 
given  him  on  his  conversion.6  Al  Beidawi  confirms  this  conjecture,  saying  that  Azer  was  the 
name  of  ti;e  idol  which  he  worshipped.  It  may  be  observed  that  Abraham's  father  is  also 
called  Zarah  in  the  Talmud,  and  Athar  by  Eusebius. 

•^^  That  Azer,  or  Terah,  was  an  idolater  is  allowed  on  all  hands ;  nor  can  it  be  denied,  since 
he  is  expressly  said  in  scripture  to  have  served  strange  gods.''  The  eastern  authors  unanimously 
agree  that  he  was  a  statuary,  or  carver  of  idols  ;  and  he  is  represented  as  the  first  who  made 
images  of  clay,  pictures  only  having  been  in  use  before,8  and  taught  that  they  were  to  be 
adored  as  gods, 9  However,  we  are  told  his  employment  was  a  very  honourable  one,l'>  and  that 
he  was  a  great  lord,  and  in  high  favour  with  Nimrod,  whose  son-in-law  he  was,ll^  because  he 
made  his  idols  for  him,  and  was  excellent  in  his  art.  Some  of  the  Rabbins  say  Terah  was  a 
priest,  and  chief  of  the  order.  12 

"  That  is,  we  gave  him  a  right  apprehension  of  the  government  of  the  world  and  of  the 
heavenly  bodies,  that  he  might  know  them  all  to  be  ruled  by  God,  by  putting  him  on  making 
the  following  reflections. 

0  Since  Abraham's  parents  were  idolaters,  it  seems  to  be  a  necessary  consequence  that  him* 
self  was  one  also  in  his  younger  years  ;  the  scripture  not  obscurely  intimates  as  much,l  and  the, 
Jews  themselves  acknowledge  it.2  At  what  age  he  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God 
and  left  idolatry,  opinions  are  various.  Some  Jewish  \mters  tell  us  he  was  then  but  three  years 
old,'5  and  the  Mohammedans  likewise  suppose  him  very  youny,  and  that  he  asked  his  father 
and  mother  several  shrewd  questions  when  a  child.'*  Others,  however,  allow  him  to  have  been 

1  Tarlkh  Montakhab,  apud  D'Herbel,  Bibl.  Orient,  p.  12.  2  D'Herbel.  ibid.  3  Al 
Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddin,  Yahya,  Ebn  Shohnah,  Mirat  Kainat,  &c.  Vide  etiam  Pharhang  Jehang- 
hiri,  apud  Hyde  de  Rel.  Vet.  Persar.  p.  68.  4  Hyde,  ibid.  p.  63.  5  Idem,  ibid.  p.  64. 
6  Idem,  ibid.  p.  62.  7  Josh.  xxiv.  2,  14.  8  Epiphan.  adv.  Hser.  1.  i,  p.  7,  8.  ^  Suidas 
in  Lexico,  voce  Sepux-  ^'^  Vide  Hyde,  ubi  sup.  p.  63.  11  D'Herbel.  ubi  sup. 
12  Sha'shel.  hakkab.  p.  94.  1  Vide  Josh.  xxiv.  2,  14,  and  Hyde,  ubi  sup.  p.  59.  2  Joseph. 
Ant.  1.  1,  c.  7.  Maimon.  More  Nev.  part  iii.  c.  29,  et  Yad  Hazzak.  de  Id.  c.  i,  &c.  3  Tan. 
chuma,  Talmud,  Nedarim,  32,  i,  et  apud  Maimon,  Yad  Hazz.  ubi  sup.  ^  Vide  D'Herbel 
Bibl.  Orient.  Art.  Abraham. 
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said,  Verily  if  my  Lord  direct  me  not,  I  shall  become  one  of  the  people 
who  go  astray.  And  when  he  saw  the  sun  rising,  he  said,  This  is  my 
Lord,  this  is  the  greatest ;  but  when  it  set,  he  said,  O  my  people,  verily 
I  am  clear  of  that  which  ye  associate  yjith  God:  I  direct  my  face  unto 
him  who  hath  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth  ;  /  am  orthodox,  and 
am  not  ofie  of  the  idolaters.  And  his  people  disputed  wi:ii  him  :  andhe 
said.  Will  ye  dispute  with  me  concerning  GoD  ?  since  he  hath  now 
directed  me,  and  I  fear  not  that  which  ye  associate  Tvi'/k  k^^n,  unless 
that  my  LORD  willeth  a  thing ;  /or  my  LoRD  comprehendeth  all  things 
by  /lis  knowledge  '.^  will  ye  not  therefore  consider  ?  And  how  should  I 
fear  that  which  ye  associate  wi'^/i  GOD,  since  ye  fear  not  to  have 
associated  with  GoD  that  concerning  which  he  hath  sent  down  unto 
you  no  authority?  which  therefore  of  the  two  parties  is  the  more  safe, 
if  ye  understand  aright?  They  who  believe,  and  clothe  not  their  faith 
with  injustice,^  they  shall  enjoy  security,  and  they  are  rightly  directed. 
And  this  if>  our  argument  wherewith  we  furnished  Abraham  that  he 
migJit  make  use  of  it  against  his  people  :  we  exalt  unto  degrees  oj 
wisdom  and  knowledge  whom  we  please  ;  for  thy  Lord  is  wise  a7id 
knowing.  And  we  gave  unto  him  Isaac  and  Jacob  ;  we  directed  thejn 
both  :  and  Noah  had  we  before  directed,  and  of  his  posterity''  David 
and  Solomon  ;  and  Job,^  and  Joseph,  and  Moses,  and  Aaron  :  thus  do 
we  reward  the  righteous  ;  and  Zacharias,  and  John,  and  Jesus,  and 
Elias  ;*  all  of  the?n  were  upright  men  :  and  Ismael,  and  Elisha,"  and 
Jonas,*  and  Lot  ;y  all  these  have  we  favoured  above  the  rest  of  the 
world  ;  and  also  divers  ol  their  fathers,  and  their  issue,  and  their 
brethren ;  and  we  chose  them,  and  directed  them  into  the  right  way. 

a  middle-aged  man  at  that  time. 5  Maimonides,  in  particular,  and  R.  Abraham  Zacuth  think 
him  to  have  been  forty  years  old,  which  age  is  also  mentioned  in  the  Koran.  But  the  general 
opinion  of  the  Mohammedans  is  that  he  was  about  fifteen  or  sixteen.^  As  the  religion  wherein 
Abraham  was  educated  was  the  Sabian,  which  consisted  chiefljr  in  the  worship  of  the  heavenly 
bodies,^  he  is  introduced  examining  theii  nature  and  properties,  to  see  whether  they  had  a 
right  to  the  worship  which  was  paid  them  or  not ;  and  the  first  which  he  observed  was  the 
planet  Venus,  or,  as  others  will  have  it,  Jupiter.8  This  method  of  Abraham's  attaining  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  supreme  Creator  of  all  things,  is  comformable  to  what  Josephus  writes,  vi.-:.  : 
That  he  drew  his  notions  from  the  changes  wliich  he  had  obsei-ved  in  the  earth  and  the  sea, 
and  in  the  sun  and  the  moon,  and  the  rest  of  the  celestial  bodies ;  concluding  that  they  were 
subject  to  the  command  of  a  superior  power,  to  whom  alone  all  honour  and  thanks  are  due.^ 
The  story  itself  is  certainly  taken  from  the  Talmud.io  Some  of  the  commentators,  however, 
suppose  this  reasoning  of  Abraham  with  hi-nself  was  not  the  first  means  of  his  conversion,  but 
that  he  used  it  only  by  way  of  argument  to  convince  the  idolaters  among  whom  he  then  lived. 

P  That  is,  I  am  not  afraid  of  your  false  gods,  which  cannot  hurt  me,  except  God  permittcth 
it,  or  is  pleased  to  afilict  me  himself. 

<i  By  injustice,  in  this  place,  the  commentators  understand  idolatrv,  or  open  rebellion  against 
God. 

'■  Some  refer  the  relative  Jus  to  Abraham,  the  person  chiefly  spoken  of  in  this  passage  ;  some 
to  Noah,  the  next  antecedent,  because  Jonas  and  Lot  were  not  (say  the>)  of  Abraham's  seed  ; 
and  others  suppose  the  persons  named  in  this  and  the  next  verse  are  to  be  understood  as  the 
descendants  of  Abraham,  and  those  in  the  following  verse  as  those  of  Noah.H 

■■*  The  Mohammedans  say  he  was  of  the  race  of  Esau.     See  chapters  21  and  38, 

*  See  chapter  37. 

"  This  prophet  was  the  successor  of  Elias,  and,  as  the  commentators  will  have  it,  the  sod  q/ 
Okhtub,  though  the  scripture  makes  him  the  son  of  Shaphat. 

»  See  chapters  10,  21,  and  37. 

y  See  chapter  7,  &c. 

ft  Maimon.  ubi  sup.  R.  Abr.  Zacuth  in  Scfer  Juchasin,  Shalshel.  hakkah,  &c.  *  Vide  Hyde, 
ubi  sup.  p.  60,  61,  et  Hotting.  Smegma  Orient,  p.  200,  &c.      Genebr.  in  Chron.  7  See  the 

Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  I.  p.  11.  8  Al  Beidawi.  »  Joseph.  Ant.  !.  i,  r.  7.  IC  R.  Bechai. 

in  Midrash.     Vde  B.-^rtolocc.  Bibl.  Rabb.  p.irt  i.  p.  640.         U  Al  Bcidawi. 
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This  is  the  direction  of  Gqd,  he  directeth  thereby  such  of  his  servants 
as  he  pleaseth  ;  but  if  they  had  been  guilty  of  idolatry,  that  which  they 
wrought  would  have  become  utterly  fruitless  unto  them.  Those  isjoc 
the  Persons  unto  whom  we  gave  the  scripture,  and  wisdom,  and  pro- 
phecy ;  but  if  these^  believe  not  therein,  we  will  commit  the  care  of 
them  to  a  people  who  shall  not  disbelieve  the  same.  Those  were  tJie 
persons  whom  GOD  hath  directed,  therefore  follow  their  direction.  Say 
tinto  the  inhabitants  of  Mecca^  I  ask  of  you  no  recompense  for  preaching 
the  Koran  J  it  is  no  other  than  an  admonition  unto  all  creatures.  They 
make  not  a  due  estimation  of  GOD,'^  when  they  say,  GOD  hath  not  sent 
down  unto  man  anything  at  all  :^  Say,  Who  sent  down  the  book  which 
Moses  brought,  a  light  and  a  direction  unto  men  ;  which  ye  transcribe 
on  papers,  whereof  ye  publish  some  part,  and  great  part  whereof  ye 
conceal  ?  and  ye  have  been  taught  by  Mohammed  what  ye  knew  not, 
neither  your  fathers.  Say,  God  se7it  it  dozun  :  then  leave  them  to  amuse 
themselves  with  their  vain  discourse.  This  book  which  we  have  sent 
down  is  blessed  ;  confirming  that  which  was  revealed  before  it  ;  and 
is  delivered  unto  thee  that  thou  mayest  preach  //  unto  the  metropolis 
of  IVIecca  and  to  those  who  are  round  about  it.  And  they  who  believe  in 
the  next  life  will  believe  therein,  and  they  will  diligently  observe  their 
times  of  prayer.  Who  is  more  wicked  than  he  who  forgeth  a  lie  con- 
cerning God  ?*'  or  saith.  This  was  revealed  unto  me,  when  nothing 
hath  been  revealed  unto  him?^  and  who  saith,  I  will  produce  a  revela- 
tion like  unto  that  which  GOD  hath  sent  down  T  If  thou  didst  see 
when  the  ungodly  are  in  the  pangs  of  death,  and  the  angels^  reach  out 
their  hands,  saying,  Cast  forth  your  souls  ;  this  day  shall  ye  receive  an 
ignominious  punishment  for  that  which  ye  have  falsely  spoken  con- 
cerning God  ;  and  because  ye  have  proudly  rejected  his  signs.  And 
now  are  ye  come  unto  us  alone,s  as  we  created  you  at  first,'^  and  ye  have 

«  That  is,  the  Koreish.l 

*  That  is,  they  know  him  not  truly,  nor  have  just  notions  of  his  goodness  and  mercy  towards 
man.  The  persons  here  meant,  according  to  some  commentators,  are  the  Jews,  and  according 
to  others,  the  idolaters.2 

Tliis  verse  and  the  two  next,  as  Jallalo'ddin  thinks,  were  revealed  at  Medina. 

^  By  these  words  the  Jews  (if  they  were  the  persons  meant)  chiefly  intended  to  deny  the 
Koran  tc  be  of  divine  revelation,  though  they  might  in  strictness  insist  that  God  never  re- 
vealed, or  sent  down,  as  the  Koran  expresses  it,  any  real  composition  or  material  writing  from 
heaven  in  the  manner  that  Mohammed  pretended  his  revelations  were  delivered, 3  if  we  except 
only  the  Decalogue,  God  having  left  to  the  inspired  penmen  not  only  the  labour  of  writing, 
but  the  liberty,  ina  great  measure  at  least,  of  putting  the  truths  into  their  own  words  and 
manner  of  expression. 

'^  Falsely  pretending  to  have  received  revelations  from  him,  as  did  Moseilama,  al  Aswad  al 
Ansi,  and  others. 

''As  did  Abda'llah  Ebn  Saad  Ebn  Abi  Sarah,  who  for  some  time  was  the  prophet's  amanu- 
ensis, and  when  these  words  were  dictated  to  him  as  revealed,  viz..  We  created  man  of  a  purer 
kind  of  clay,  &c.  ,4  cried  out,  by  way  of  admiration.  Blessed  be  Gov  the  best  Creator  I  and 
being  ordered  by  Mohammed  to  write  these  words  down  also,  as  part  of  the  inspired  passage, 
began  to  think  himself  as  great  a  prophet  as  his  master.^  Whereupon  he  took  upon  himself  to 
corrupt  and  alter  the  Koran  according  to  his  own  fancy,  and  at  length  apostatizing,  was  one 
of  the  ten  who  were  proscribed  at  the  taking  of  Mecca,6  and  narrowly  escaped  with  life  on  his 
recantation,  by  the  interposition  of  Othman  Ebn  Affan,  whose  fost^^r-brother  he  was.7 

*  For  some  Arabs,  it  seems,  had  the  vanity  to  imagine,  and  gave  out,  that,  if  they  pleased, 
they  could  write  a  book  nothing  inf('rior  to  the  Koran. 

f  See  before,  p.  94,  note  l*. 

6  That  is,  without  your  wealth,  your  children,  or  your  friends,  which  ye  so  much  depended 
on  in  your  lifetime. 
*>  i.e..  Naked  and  helpless. 

1  Idem.  2  Idem.  3  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  III.  p.  50,  &c,  «  Kor.  c.  23. 

»  A!  Beidawi.        6  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  p.  43.        7  Vide  Abulfeda,  Vit.  Moh.  p.  109. 
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left  that  which  we  had  bestowed  on  you,  behind  your  backs;  neither  do 
we  see  with  you  your  intercessors/  whom  ye  thought  to  have  been  part- 
ners wilh  God  among  you :  now  is  the  7'elaiion  between  you  cut  off, 
and  what  ye  imagined  hath  deceived  you,^  God  causeth  the  grain  and 
the  date-stone  to  put  forth  :  he  bringeth  forth  the  Hving  from  the  dead, 
and  he  bringeth  forth  the  dead  from  the  living.^  This  is  GOD.  Why 
therefore  are  ye  turned  away  fro77i  him  ?  He  causeth  the  morning 
to  appear;  and  hath  ordained  the  night  for  rest,  and  the  sun  and  the 
moon  for  the  computing  ^//w^.  This  is  the  disposition  of  the  mighty, 
the  wise  God.  It  is  he  who  hath  ordained  the  stars  for  you,  that  ye 
may  be  directed  thereby  in  the  darkness  of  the  land  and  of  the  sea. 
We  have  clearly  shown  forth  our  signs,  unto  people  who  understand. 
It  is  he  who  hath  produced  you  from  one  soul;  and  hath  provided  for 
yoH  a  sure  receptacle  and  a  repository.™  We  have  clearly  shown  forth 
02tr  signs,  unto  people  who  are  wise.  It  is  he  who  sendeth  down  water 
from  heaven,  and  we  have  thereby  produced  the  springing  buds  of  all 
things,  and  have  thereout  produced  the  green  thing,  from  which  we 
produce  the  grain  growing  in  rows,  and  palm-trees  from  whose  branches 
proceed  clusters  of  dates /tang i?i^  close  together ;  and  gardens  of  grapes, 
and  olives,  and  pomegranates,  doth  like  and  unlike  to  one  another.  Look 
on  their  fruits,  when  they  bear  fruit,  and  their  growing  to  maturity. 
Verily  herein  are  signs,  unto  people  who  believe.  Vet  they  have  set  up 
the  genii'^  as  partners  with  God,  although  he  created  them :  and  they 
have  falsely  attributed  unto  him  sons  and  daughters,"  without  know- 
ledge. Praise  be  unto  him ;  and  far  be  that  from  him  which  they  attri- 
bute 7/nto  him  /  He  is  the  maker  of  heaven  and  earth  :  how  should  he 
have  issue,  since  he  hath  no  consort  ?  he  hath  created  all  things,  and  he 
is  omniscient.  This  is  GOD  your  LORD ;  there  is  no  GOD  but  he,  the 
creator  of  all  things  :  therefore  serve  him ;  for  he  taketh  care  of  all  things. 
The  sight  comprehendeth  him  not,  but  he  comprehendeth  the  sight ;  he 
is  the  gracious,**  the  wise.  Now  have  evident  demonstrations  come  unto 
you  from  your  LORD ;  whoso  seeth  thejn,  the  advantage  thereof  will  re- 
doinid  to  his  own  soul :  and  whoso  is  wilfclly  blind,  the  co7isequcjicc  will 
be  to  himself.  I  am  not  a  keeper  over  you.  Thus  do  we  variously  explain 
<'?7/r  signs ;  that  they  may  say,  Thou  hast  studied  diligently  ;**  and  that  we 
may  declare  them  unto  people  of  understanding.    Follow  that  which  hath 

Or  false  gods. 

•'  Concerning  tlie  intercession  of  your  idols,  or  the  disbelief  of  future  rewards  and  punish- 
ments. 

•  See  chapter  3,  p.  34. 

"*  Namely,  in  the  loins  of  your  fathers,  and  the  wombs  of  your  mothers.l 

"  This  word  signifies  properly  the  genus  of  rational,  invisible  beings,  whether  angels,  devils, 
or  that  intermediate  species  usually  called  genii.  Some  of  the  commentators  therefore,  in  this 
place,  understand  the  angels,  whom  the  pagan  Arabs  worshipped  ;  and  others  the  devils,  either 
because  they  became  their  servants  by  adoring  idols  at  their  instigation,  or  else  because, 
according  to  the  Magian  system,  they  looked  on  the  devil  as  a  sort  of  creator,  making  him  the 
author  and  principle  of  all  evil,  and  God  the  author  of  good  only.2 

o  See  the  Prelim.  Discourse,  p.  14  and  30. 

P  Or,  as  the  word  may  be  translated,  the  incomf>rehensible.^ 

q  That  is.  Thou  hast  been  instructed  by  the  Jews  and  Christians  in  these  matters,  and  only 
retailest  to  us  what  thou  hast  learned  of  them.  For  this  the  infidels  objected  to  Mohammed, 
thinking  it  impossible  for  him  to  discourse  on  subjects  of  so  high  a  nature,  and  in  so  clear  and 
pertinent  a  manner,  without  being  well  versed  in  the  doctrines  and  sacred  writings  of  thoM 
people. 

i  Al  BeidSwi,        2  Idem.        »  kUm. 
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been  revealed  unto  thee  from  thy  Lord  ;  there  is  no  God  but  he :  retire 
therefore  from  the  idolaters.  If  GOD  had  so  pleased,  they  had  not  been 
guilty  of  idolatry.  We  liave  not  appointed  thee  a  keeper  over  them;  neither 
art  thou  a  guardian  over  them.  Revile  not  \\\^idols  which  they  invoke 
besides  GOD,  lest  they  mahciously  revile  GOD,  without  knowledge. 
Thus  have  we  prepared  for  every  nation  their  works :  hereafter  unto 
GoD  shall  they  return,  and  he  shall  declare  unto  them  that  which  they 
have  done.  They  have  sworn  by  GOD,  by  the  most  solemn  oath,  that 
if  a  sign  came  unto  them,  they  would  certainly  believe  therein:  Say, 
Verily  signs  are  in  the  power  of  GOD  alone;  and  he  permitteth  you  not 
to  understand  that  when  they  come,  they  will  not  believe.'"  And  we 
will  turn  aside  their  hearts  and  their  sight/r^;;/  the  truth,  as  they  believed 
not  therein*  the  first  time ;  and  we  will  leave  them  to  wander  in  their  error. 
(VIII.)  And  though  we  had  sent  down  angels  unto  them,  and  the  dead 
had  spoken  unto  them,  and  we  had  gathered  together  before  them  all 
things  in  one  view  -^  they  v^'ould  not  have  believed,  unless  GOD  had  so 
pleased  :  but  the  greater  part  of  them  know  //  not.  Thus  have  we  ap- 
pointed unto  every  prophet  an  enemy;  the  devils  of  men,  and  of  genii: 
who  privately  suggest  the  one  to  the  other  specious  discourses  to  deceive; 
but  if  thy  Lord  pleased,  they  would  not  have  done  it.  Tliercfore  leave 
them,  and  that  which  they  have  falsely  imagined  ;  and  let  the  hearts  of 
those  be  inclined  thereto,  who  believe  not  in  the  life  to  come;  and  let 
them  please  themselves  therein,  and  let  them  gain  that  which  they  arc 
gaining.  Shall  I  seek  after  any  other  vcAgo.  besides  GoD  to  judge  between 
us  f  It  is  he  who  hath  sent  down  unto  you  the  book  of  the  Kordn,  distin- 
guishing between  good  ajid  evil;  and  they  to  whom  we  gave  the  scripture 
know  that  it  is  sent  down  from  thy  LORD,  with  truth.  Be  not  therefore 
one  of  those  who  doubt  thereof.  The  words  of  thy  Lord  are  perfect 
in  truth  and  justice  ;  there  is  none  who  can  change  his  words  :"  he 
both  heareth  aiui  knoweth.  But  if  thou  obey  the  greater  part  of  them 
who  are  in  the  earth,  they  will  lead  thee  aside  from  the  path  of  GOD  : 
they  follow  an  uncertain  opinion  only,*  and  speak  nothing  but  lies  ; 
verily  thy  LORD  well  knoweth  those  who  go  astray  from  his  path,  and 
well  knoweth  those  who  are  rightly  directed.  Eat  of  that  whereon 
the  name  of  God  hath  been  commemorated,y  if  ye  believe  in  his  signs  : 
and  why  do  ye  not  eat  of  that  whereon  the  name  of  GOD  hath  been 
commemorated?  since  he  hath  plainly  declared  unto  you  what  he  hath 
forbidden  you  ;  except  that  which  ye  be  compelled  to  eat  of  by  neces- 

■"  In  this  pnssage  Mohammed  endeavours  to  excuse  his  inability  of  working  a  miracle,  as  had 
been  demanded  of  him  ;  declaring  that  God  did  not  think  fit  to  comply  with  their  desires  ; 
and  that  if  he  had  so  thought  fit,  yet  it  had  been  in  vain,  because  if  they  were  not  convinced 
by  the  Koran,  they  would  not  be  convinced  by  the  greatest  miracle.  ^ 

^  i.e..  In  the  Koran. 

*  For  the  Meccans  required  that  Mohammed  should  either  show  them  an  angel  descending 
from  heaven  in  their  sight,  or  raise  their  dead  fathers,  that  they  might  discourse  with  them,  or 
prevail  on  God  and  his  angels  to  appear  to  them  in  a  body. 

"  Someinterpret  this  of  the  immutability  of  God's  decree,  and  the  certainty  of  his  threats 
and  promises  ;  others,  of  his  particular  promise  to  preserve  the  Koran  from  any  such  .ilterations 
or  corruptions  as  they  imagine  to  hxive  happened  to  the  Pentateuch  and  the  Gospel  ;l  and 
others,  of  the  unalterable  duration  of  the  Mohammedan  law,  which  they  hold  is  to  last  till  the 
end  of  the  world,  there  being  np  other  prophet,  law,  or  dispensation  to  be  expected  after  it. 

*  Imagining  that  the  true  religion  was  that  which  their  idolatrous  ancestors  professed. 
7  See  chap.  2,  p.  i8,  and  chap.  5,  p.  73. 

*  Confer  Luke  xvi.  31.         1  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  p.  58,  and  Kcr.  c.  '5. 
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sity  :  many  lead  others  into  error,  because  of  their  appetites,  being  void 
of  Icnowledge  ;  but  thy  Lord  well  knoweth  who  are  the  transgressors. 
Leave  both  the  outside  of  iniquity,  and  the  inside  thereof  -^  for  they 
who  commit  iniquity  shall  receive  the  reward  of  that  which  they  shall 
have  gained.  Eat  not  therefore  of  that  whereon  the  name  of  GoD  hath 
not  been  commemorated  ;  for  this  is  certainly  wickedness  :  but  the 
devils  will  suggest  unto  their  friends,  that  they  dispute  with  you  con- 
cernino^  this  precept;  but  if  ye  obey  them,  ye  are  surely  idolaters. 
Shall  he  who  hath  been  dead,  and  whom  we  have  restored  unto  life, 
and  unto  whom  we  have  ordained  a  light,  whereby  he  may  walk  among 
men,  be  as  he  whose  similitude  is  in  darkness,  from  whence  he  shall 
not  come  forth  P'^  Thus  was  that  which  the  infidels  are  doing,  prepared 
for  them.  And  thus  have  we  placed  in  every  city  chief  leaders  of  the 
wicked  men  thereof,''  that  they  may  act  deceitfully  therein  ;  but  they 
shall  act  deceitfully  against  their  own  souls  only  ;  and  they  know  it 
not.  And  when  a  sign°  cometh  unto  them,  they  say.  We  will  by  no 
means  believe  until  a  revelation  be  brought  unto  us,  like  unto  that 
which  hath  been  delivered  unto  the  messengers  of  GOD,^  God  best 
knoweth  whom  he  will  appoint  for  his  messenger.®  Vileness  in  the 
sight  of  God  shall  fall  upon  those  who  deal  wickedly,  and  a  grievous 
punishment,  for  that  they  have  dealt  deceitfully.  And  whomsoever 
God  shall  please  to  direct,  he  will  open  his  breast  to  receive  the  faith 
of  Islam  :  but  whomsoever  he  shall  please  to  lead  into  error,  he  will 
render  his  breast  straight  ajid  narrow,  as  though  he  were  climbing  up 
to  heaven.'  Thus  doth  God  inflict  a  terrible  punishment  on  those  who 
believe  not.  This  is  the  right  way  of  thy  Lord.  Now  have  we  plainly 
declared  our  signs  unto  those  people  who  will  consider.  They  shall 
have  a  dwelling  of  peace  with  their  Lord,  and  he  shall  be  their  patron, 
because  of  that  which  they  have  wrought.  Think  on  the  day  whereon 
God  shall  gather  them  all  together,  aiid shall  say,  O  company  of  genii,8 
ye  have  been  much  concerned  with  mankind  -^  and  their  friends  from 
among  mankind  shall  say,  O  LORD,  the  one  of  us  hath  received 
advantage  from  the  other,*  and  we  are  arrived  at  our  limited  term* 
which  thou  hast  appointed  us.  GOD  will  say.  Hell  fire  shall  be  your 
habitation,  therein  shall  ye  remain yi?/'  ever;  unless  as  GOD  shall  please 

*  Tliat  is,  both  open  and  secret  sins. 

a  The  persons  primarily  intended  in  this  passage,  were  Hamza,  Mohammed's  uncle,  and  Abu 
Jahl ;  others,  instead  of  Hamza,  name  Omar,  or  Ammar 

^  In  the  same  manner  as  we  have  done  in  Mecca. 

'  i.e..  Any  verse  or  passage  of  the  Koran. 

"1  These  were  tlie  words  of  the  Koreisli,  who  thought  that  there  were  persons  among  them 
selves  more  worthy  of  the  honour  of  being  God's  messenger  than  Mohammed. 

®  Literally,  Where  he  7uiU  place  his  comvtission.  God,  says  al  Beidawi,  bestows  not  the 
gift  of  prophecy  on  any  one  on  account  of  his  nobility  or  riches,  but  for  their  spiritual  qualifica- 
tions ;  making  choice  of  such  of  his  servants  as  he  pleases,  and  who  he  knows  will  execute  theii 
commissions  faithfully. 

f  Or  had  undertaken  the  most  impossible  thing  in  the  world,  la  like  manner  shall  the  heart 
of  such  a  man  be  incapable  of  receiving  the  truth. 

%  That  is,  of  devils.  1 

h  In  tempting  and  seducing  them  to  sin. 

'  The  advantage  whirh  men  received  from  the  evil  spirits,  was  their  raising  and  satisfying 
their  lusts  and  appetites  ;  and  that  which  the  latter  received  in  return,  w.ns  the  obedience  pai? 
them  by  the  former,  &.C.2 

•^  viz.,  The  day  of  resurrection,  which  we  believed  not  in  the  other  world. 

I  Al  Beidawi.  8  Idem,  Jallalo'ddio. 
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to  mitigate  your  pains}  tor  thy  Lord  is  wise  and  knowing.  Thus  do 
we  set  some  of  the  unjust  over  others  of  them,  because  of  that  which 
they  have  deserved.  O  company  of  genii  and  men,  did  not  messengers 
from  among  yourselves  come  unto  you"^,  rehearsing  my  signs  unto  you, 
and  forewarning  you  of  the  meeting  of  this  your  day?  They  shall 
answer,  We  bear  witness  against  ourselves  :  the  present  life  deceived 
them  :  and  they  shall  bear  witness  against  themselves  that  they  were 
unbelievers.  This  hath  been  the  method  of  God's  dealing  with  his 
creatures^  because  thy  Lord  would  not  destroy  the  cities  in  their 
iniquity,  while  their  inhabitants  were  careless."  Every  one  shall  have 
degrees  of  recompense  of  that  which  they  shall  do  ;  for  thy  Lord  is 
not  regardless  of  that  which  they  do,  and  thy  Lord  is  self-sufficient 
rj://<^  endued  with  mercy.  If  he  pleaselh  he  can  destroy  you,  and  cause 
such  as  he  pleaseth  to  succeed  you,  in  like  manner  as  he  produced  you 
from  the  posterity  of  other  people.  Verily  that  which  is  threatened 
you  shall  surely  come  to  pass  ;  neither  shall  ye  cause  it  to  fail.  Say 
unto  those  of  Mecca,  O  my  people,  act  according  to  your  power;  verily 
1  will  act  according  to  my  duty  .-^  and  hereafter  shall  ye  know  whose 
will  be  the  reward  of  paradise.  The  ungodly  shall  not  prosper.  Those 
of  Mecca  set  apart  unto  GOD  a  portion  of  that  which  he  hath  produced 
of  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  and  of  cattle  ;  and  say,  This  belongeth  unto 
God  (according  to  their  imagination),  and  this  unto  our  companions.^ 
And  that  which  is  destined  for  their  companions  cometh  not  unto 
God  ;  yet  that  which  is  set  apart  unto  God  cometh  unto  their  com- 
panions.** How  ill  do  they  judge  !  In  like  manner  have  their  com- 
panions induced  many  of  the  idolaters  to  slay  their  children,*"  that  they 
might  bring  them  to  perdition,  and  that  they  might  render  their  religion 
obscure  and  confused  unto  thcm.^  But  if  GoD  had  pleased,  they  had 
not  done  this  :  therefore  leave  them,  and  that  which  they  falsely 
imagine.  They  also  say,  These  cattle  and  fruits  of  the  earth  are  sacred  ; 

'  The  commentators  teil  us  that  this  alleviation  of  the  pains  of  the  damned  will  be  when  they 
sliall  be  taken  out  of  the  fire  to  drink  the  boiling  water,-'  or  to  suffer  the  extreme  cold,  called 
ai  Zamliarir,  which  is  to  be  one  part  of  their  punishment ;  but  others  think  the  respite  which 
God  will  grant  to  some  before  they  are  thrown  ir.to  hell,  is  here  intended. ^  According  to  tlie 
exposition  of  Ebn  AbbaSj- these  words  may  be  rendered,  Unless  him  whom  God  shall  please 
to  deliver  thence.^ 

■^  It  is  the  Mohammedan  belief  that  apostles  were  sent  by  God  for  the  conversion  both  of 
genii  and  of  men  ;  being  generally  of  humane  race  (as  Mohammed,  in  particular,  who  pre- 
tended to  have  a  commission  to  preach  to  both  kinds);  according  to  this  passage,  it  seems  there 
must  have  been  prophets  of  the  race  o\  genii  also,  though  their  mission  be  a  secret  to  us. 

"  Or  considered  not  their  danger ;  but  God  first  sent  some  prophet  to  them  to  warn  them  of 
it,  and  to  invite  them  to  repentance. 

o  That  is,  ye  may  proceed  in  your  rebellion  against  God  and  your  mal-ice  towards  me,  and 
be  confirmed  in  your  infidelity ;  but  I  will  persevere  to  bear  your  insults  with  patience,  and  to 
publish  those  revelations  which  God  has  commanded  me.l 

P  i.e..  Our  idols.     In  which  sense  this  word  is  to  be  taken  through  the  whole  passage. 

•1  As  to  this  custom  of  the  pagan  Arabs,  see  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  I.  p.  13.  To  what  is 
there  said  we  may  add,  that  the  share  set  apart  for  God  was  employed  chielly  in  relieving  the 
poor  and  strangers  ;  and  the  share  of  the  idols,  for  paying  their  priests,  and  providing  sacrifices 
for  them.  2 

'■  Either  by  that  inhuman  custom,  which  prevailed  among  those  of  Kendah  and  some  other 
tri])es.  of  burying  their  daughters  allNc,  so  soon  as  they  were  born,  if  they  apprehended  they 
couiJ  not  maintain  them  -fi  or  else  by  offering  them  to  their  idols,  at  the  instigation  of  those 
who  had  the  custody  of  their  temples.'! 

'  Dy  coirupting  with  horrid  superstitions  that  religion  which  Ismatl  had  left  to  his  posterity.^ 

'i  Jallalo'ddin.  4  Al  Bcidawi.  5  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  72,  ?ic.  1  /J 

Beidawi.         *  Idem,  Jallaio'ddiu,        3  See  cap.  81.        *  iM  Beidawi.        5  Utm. 
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none  shall  eat  thereof  but  who  we  please*  (according  to  their  imagina- 
lion) ;  and  there  are  cattle  whose  backs  are  forbidden  to  be  rode  on,  or 
laden  with  burdens;^  and  there  are  cattle  on  which  they  commemorate 
not  the  name  of  God  when  they  slay  them^  devising  a  lie  against  him  : 
God  shall  reward  them  for  that  which  they  falsely  devise.  And  they 
say,  That  which  is  in  the  bellies  of  these  cattle,>'  is  allowed  our  males 
to  eat,  and  is  forbidden  to  our  wives  :  but  if  it  prove  abortive,  then 
they  are  both  partakers  thereof.^  GOD  shall  give  them  the  reward  of 
their  attributing  these  things  to  him  :  he  is  knowing  and  wise.  They 
are  utterly  lost  who  have  slain  their  children  foolishly,*  without  know- 
ledge ;^  and  have  forbidden  that  which  GOD  hath  given  them  for 
food,  devising  a  lie  against  GOD.  They  have  erred,  and  were  not 
7'ightly  directed.  He  it  is  who  produceth  gardens  of  vines,  both  those 
which  are  supported  on  trails  of  wood,  and  those  which  are  not  sup- 
ported,"  and  palm-trees,  and  the  corn  affording  various  food,  and 
olives,  and  pomegranates,  alike  and  unlike  unto  one  another.  Eat  of 
their  fruit,  when  they  bear  fruit,  and  pay  the  due  thereof  on  the  day 
whereon  ye  shall  gather  it  f-  but  be  not  profuse,**  for  GOD  loveth  not 
those  who  are  too  profuse.  And  God  hath  given  you  some  cattle  fit 
for  bearing  of  burdens,  and  some  fit  for  slaughter  only.  Eat  of  what 
God  hath  given  you  for  food  ;  and  follow  not  the  steps  of  Satan,  for 
he  is  your  declared  enemy.  Four  pair'  of  cattle  hath  Govt  given  you j 
of  sheep  one  pair,  and  of  goats  one  pair.  Say  ufito  them,  Hath  GOD 
forbidden  the  two  males,  of  sheep  and  of  goats,  or  the  two  females  ;  or 
that  which  the  wombs  of  the  two  females  contain  ?  Tell  me  with  cer- 
tainty, if  ye  speak  truth.  And  of  camels  hath  God  given  you  one  pair, 
and  of  oxen  one  pair.  Say,  Hath  he  forbidden  the  two  rmdes  of  these,  or 
the  two  females;  or  that  which  the  wombs  of  the  two  females  contain ?« 
Were  ye  present  when  God  commanded  you  this?  And  who  is  more 
unjust  than  he  who  deviseth  a  lie  against  GoD,^  that  he  may  seduce 

*  That  is,  those  who  serve  our  idols,  and  arc  of  the  male  sex  ;  for  the  women  were  not  allowed 
to  eat  of  them.^ 

u  Which  thr.-.-  siiperstitiously  exempted^  from  such  services,  in  some  particular  cases,  as  ihcy 
did  the  Bahira,  tue  Saiba,  and  the  Hdmi.7 

«  See  c.  5,  p.  73. 

y  That  is,  Xh^/oetus  or  embryos  of  the  Bahha  and  the  Saiba,  which  shall  be  brouglit  forth 
nlivc. 

z  For  if  those  cattle  cast  their  young,  the  women  might  eat  thereof  as  well  as  the  men. 

"  See  above,  note  '". 

*>  Not  having  a  due  sense  of  God's  providence. 

*  Or,  as  some  choose  to  interpret  the  words,  IVees  or  plants  which  are  planted  by  tJu  labour 
of  man,  and  those  ivhich  grow  7iaturally  in  the  deserts  and  on  viountains, 

•*  That  is,  give  alms  thereof  to  the  poor.  And  these  alms,  js  al  Beidawi  observes,  were  what 
they  used  to  give  before  the  Zac.^t,  or  legal  alms,  was  instituted,  which  was  done  after 
Mohammed  had  retired  from  Mecca,  where  this  verse  was  revealed.  Yet  some  are  of  another 
opinion,  and  for  this  very  reason  will  have  the  verse  to  have  been  revealed  at  Medina. 

*  i.e..  Give  not  to  much  thereof  in  alms  as  to  leave  your  own  families  in  want,  for  charity 
begins  at  home. 

*■  Or,  literally,  eight  males  and  females  paired  together  ;  that  is,  four  of  each  sex,  and  two 
of  every  distinct  kind. 

g  In  this  passage  Mohammed  endeavours  to  convince  the  Arabs  of  their  superstitious  folly  in 
making  it  unlawful,  one  while,  to  eat  the  males  of  these  four  kinds  of  cattle  ;  another  while, 
ilie  females  ;  and  at  another  time,  their  young.l 

'i  The  person  particularly  intended  here,  some  say,  was  Amru  Ebn  Lohai,  king  of  Ilej.'i:,  a 
great  introducer  of  idolatry  and  superstition  among  the  Arabs.* 

6  Idem.  7  See  cop.  5,  p.  ¥.y,  and  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  V.  1  Al  Beidawi.  '  Idem 

See  Prelim.  Disc.  p.  15,  and  Pocock  Spec.  p.  80. 
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men  without  understanding  ?  Verily  GOD  directeth  not  unjust  people. 
Say,  I  find  not  in  that  which  hath  been  revealed  unto  me,  anything  for- 
bidden unto  the  enter,  that  he  eat  it  not,  except  it  be  that  which  dieth  of 
itself,  or  blood  poured  forth,^  or  swine's  flesh  :  for  this  is  an  abomination  : 
or  that  which  is  profane,  having  been  slain  in  the  name  of  some  other 
than  of  God.  But  whoso  shall  be  compelled  by  necessity  to  cat  of  these 
things,  not  lusting,  nor  wilfully  transgressing,  verily  thy  Lord  will  be 
gracious  unto  him  and  merciful.  Unto  the  Jews  did  we  forbid  every  beast 
having  an  undivided  hoof;  and  of  bullocks  and  sheep,  we  forbade  them 
the  fat  of  both  ;  except  that  which  should  be  on  their  backs,  or  their  in- 
wards,^ or  which  should  be  intermixed  with  the  bone.'  This  have  we  re- 
warded them  with,  because  of  their  iniquity ;  and  we  are  surely  speakers 
of  truth.  If  they  accuse  thee  of  imposture,  say,  Your  Lord  is  endued 
with  extensive  mercy  ;  but  his  severity  shall  not  be  averted  from  wickea 
people.  The  idolaters  wall  say,  If  GOD  had  pleased,  we  had  not  been 
guilty  of  idolatry,  neither  our  fathers  ;  and  pretend  that  we  have  not 
forbidden  them  anything.  Thus  did  they  who  w^ere  before  them  accuse 
the  prophets  of  imposture,  until  they  tasted  our  severe  punishment. 
Say,  Is  there  with  you  any  certain  knowledge  of  what  ye  allege,  that 
ye  may  produce  it  unto  us  1  Ye  follow  only  a  false  imagination  ;  and 
ye  only  utter  lies.  Say,  Therefore  unto  God  belongeth  the  most  evident 
demonstration  ;  for  if  he  had  pleased,  he  had  directed  you  all.  Say, 
Produce  your  witnesses,  who  can  bear  testimony  that  God  hath  for- 
bidden this.  But  if  they  bear  testimony  oj  this,  do  not  thou  bear  testi- 
mony with  them,  nor  do  thou  follow  the  desires  of  those  who  accuse  our 
signs  of  falshood,  and  who  believe  not  in  the  hfe  to  come,  and  equalize 
idols  with  their  Lord.  Say,  Come  ;"^  I  will  rehearse  that  which  your 
Lord  hath  forbidden  you  ;  that  is  to  say,  that  ye  be  not  guilty  of 
idolatry,  and  that  ye  show  kindness  \.q  your  parents,  and  that  ye  murder 
not  your  children ybr/lvz/'  lest  ye  be  reduced  to  poverty  :  we  will  pro- 
vide for  you  and  them ;  and  draw  not  near  unto  heinous  crimes," 
neither  openly  nor  in  secret ;  and  slay  not  the  soul  which  God  hath 
forbidden  j/i?;^;  to  slay,  unless  for  a  just  cause."  This  hath  he  enjoined 
you  that  ye  may  understand.  And  meddle  not  with  the  substance  of 
the  orphan,  otherwise  than  for  the  improving  thereof,  until  he  attain  his 
age  of  strength  ;  and  use  a  full  measure  and  a  just  balance.  We  will 
not  impose  a  task  on  any  soul,  beyond  its  ability.  And  when  ye  pro- 
nounce judgment  observe  justice,  although  it  h^for  or  agai7ist  one  who 
is  near  of  kin,  and  fulfil  the  covenant  of  GOD.  This  hath  God  com- 
manded you,  that  ye  may  be  admonished ;  and  that  ye  may  knoiu  thai 
this  is  my  right  way  :  therelore  follow  it,  and  follow  not  the  paths  oj 
others,  lest  ye  be  scattered  from  the  path  of  Cod.    This  hath  he  com- 

'That  is,  fluid  blood;  in  opposition  to  what  the  Arabs  suppose  to  be  also  blood,  but  noi 
fluid,  as  the  liver  and  the  spleen. 3 

^  See  Levit.  vii.  23,  and  iii.  16. 

•viz..  The  fat  of  the  rumps  or  tails  of  sheep,  which  are  very  large  in  the  east,  a  small  orw 
weighing  ten  or  twelve  pounds,  and  some  no  less  than  threescore. 

"This  apd  the  two  following  verses  Jallaloddin  supposes  to  have  been  revealed  at  Medina. 

"  The  original  word  signifies  peculiarly  fornication  and  avarice. 

0  As  for  murder,  apostacy,  or  adultery.^ 

.   «  Ai  Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddm.        <  Al  Lsida?.! 
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nianded  you,  that  ye  may  take  heed.  We  gave  also  unto  Moses  the 
book  of  the  Law;  a  perfect  ruleunto  him  who  should  do  right,  and  a 
deterniination  concerning  zV\  things  needful^  and  a  direction,  and 
mercy  ;  that  the  children  of  Israel  might  beUeve  the  meeting  of  their 
Lord.  And  this  book  which  we  have  nou  sent  down,  is  blessed  ; 
therefore  follow  it  and  fear  God^  that  ye  may  obtain  mercy :  lest  ye 
should  say,  The  scriptures  were  only  sent  down  unto  two  people' 
before  us  ;  and  we  neglected  to  peruse  th'^m  with  attention  :**  or  lest  ye 
should  say.  If  a  book  of  divine  revelatijns  had  been  sent  down  unto  us, 
we  would  surely  have  been  better  directed  than  they/  And  now  hath 
a  manifest  declaration  come  unto  you  from  your  Lord,  and  a  direction 
and  mercy  :  and  who  is  more  unjust  than  he  who  deviseth  lies  against 
the  signs  of  GoD,  and  turncth  aside  from  them  ?  We  will  reward  those 
who  turn  aside  from  oar  signs  with  a  grievous  punishment,  because 
they  have  turned  aside.  Do  they  wait  for  any  other  than  that  the 
angels  should  come  unto  them,  to  part  tJieir  souls  frojn  their  bodies ; 
or  that  thy  LORD  should  come  to  punish  them;  or  that  some  of  the 
signs  of  thy  LORD  should  come  to  pass,  showing  the  day  of  jicdgment 
to  be  at  hand?^  On  the  day  whereon  some  of  thy  LORD'S  signs  shall 
come  to  pass,  its  faith  shall  not  profit  a  soul  which  believed  not  before, 
or  wrought  not  good  in  its  faith.''  Say,  Wait  yQ  for  this  day ;  we  surely 
do  wait  for  it.  They  who  make  a  division  in  their  religion,*^  and 
become  sectaries,  have  thou  nothing  to  do  with  them  ;  their  affair 
belongeth  only  unto  GOD.  Hereafter  shall  he  declare  unto  them  that 
which  they  have  done.  He  who  shall  appear  with  good  works,  shall 
receive  a  tenfold  recompense  for  the  same  ;  but  he  who  shall  appear 
with  evil  works,  shall  receive  only  an  equal  punishment  for  the  same  ; 
and  they  shall  not  be  treated  unjustly.  Say,  Verily  my  Lord  hath 
directed  me  into  a  right  way,  a  true  religion,  the  sect  of  Abraham  the 
orthodox  ;  and  he  was  no  idolater.  Say,  Verily  my  prayers,  and  my 
worship,  and  my  life,  and  my  death  are  dedicated  unto  GoD,  the  Lord 
of  all  creatures  :  he  hath  no  companion.  This  have  I  been  commanded  : 
I  am  the  first  Moslem.^  Say,  shall  I  desire  any  other  Lord  besides 
God  ?  since  he  is  the  Lord  of  all  things  ;  and  no  soul  shall  acquire  any 
merits  or  demerits  but  for  itself ;  and  no  burdened  soul  shall  bear  the 

P  That  is,  the  Jews  and  the  Christians. 

<l  Either  because  we  knew  nothing  of  them,  or  did  not  understand  the  language  wherein  they 
were  written. 

""  Because  of  the  acuteness  of  our  wit,  the  clearness  of  our  understanding,  and  our  facility  of 
learning  sciences — as  appears  from  our  excelling  in  history,  poetry,  and  oratory,  notwithstand- 
ing we  are  illiterate  people. 5 

A!  Beidawi,  from  a  tradition  of  Mohammed,  says  that  ten  signs  will  precede  the  last  day, 
viz.,  the  smoke,  the  beast  of  the  earth,  an  eclipse  in  the  east,  another  in  the  west,  and  a  third 
ill  the  peninsula  of  Arabia,  the  appearance  of  Antichrist,  the  sun's  rising  in  the  west,  tlie  erup- 
tion of  Gog  and  Magog,  the  descent  of  Jesus  on  earth,  and  fire  which  shall  break  forth  from 
Aden.l 

'  For  faith  in  the  nc.vt  life  will  be  of  t.o  advantage  to  those  who  have  not  believed  in  this  ; 
nor  yet  faith  in  this  life  without  good  works. 

"  That  is,  who  believe  in  part  of  il,  and  disbelieve  other  parts  of  it,  or  wl-,o  form  schisms 
tlierehi.  Mohammed  is  reported  to  have  declared  that  the  Jews  were  divided  into  seventy-one 
sects,  and  t!ie  Christians  into  seventy-two ;  and  that  his  own  followers  would  be  split  into 
ieventy-lhrec  sects ;  and  that  all  of  them  would  be  damned,  except  only  one  of  each. 8 

«  See  before,  p.  go. 

'  Idem,  1  Sec  the  rrclim    Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  62,  &c.         a  Al  Beidawi. 
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burden  of  another.y  Moreover  unto  your  Lord  shall  ye  return;  and  he 
shall  declare  unto  you  that  concerning  which  ye  now  dispute.  It  is  he 
who  hath  appointed  you  to  swccetdi  your  predecessors  in  the  earth,  and 
hath  raised  some  of  you  above  others  by  various  degrees  of  worldly 
advantages,  that  he  might  prove  you  by  that  which  he  hath  bestowed 
on  you.  Thy  LORD  is  swift  in  punishing  ;  and  he  is  also  gracious  and 
merciful. 


CHAPTER  VII 

ENTITLED,   AL   A  RAF  -^  REVEALED   AT   MECCA.* 

IN    THE   NAME  OF   THE  MOST   MERCIFUL  GOD. 

AL.  M.  S.**  A  book  hath  been  sent  down  unto  thee :  and  therefore 
•  let  there  be  no  doubt  in  thy  breast  concerning  it ;  that  thou 
mayest  preach  the  same,  and  that  it  may  be  an  admonition  unto  the 
faithful.  Follow  that  which  hath  been  sent  down  unto  you  from  your 
Lord  ;  and  follow  no  guides  besides  him :  how  little  will  ye  be  warned  ! 
How  many  cities  have  we  destroyed ;  which  our  vengeance  overtook 
by  night,*^  or  while  they  were  reposing  themselves  at  noonday  !^  And 
their  supplication,  when  our  punishment  came  upon  them,  was  no  other 
than  that  they  said.  Verily  we  have  been  unjust.  We  will  surely  call 
those  to  an  account,  unto  whom  a  prophet  hath  been  sent;  and  we  will 
also  call  those  to  account  who  have  been  sent  unto  them.  And  we  will 
declare  their  actions  unto  them  with  knowledge ;  for  we  are  not  absent 
from  thein.  The  weighing  of  ineiCs  actions  on  that  day  shall  be  just  ;® 
and  they  whose  balances  laden  with  their  good  works  shall  be  heavy, 
are  those  who  shall  be  happy;  but  they  whose  balances  shall  be  light, 
are  those  who  have  lost  their  souls,  because  they  injured  our  signs, 
And  now  have  we  placed  you  on  the  earth,  and  have  provided  you 
food  therein :  but  how  little  are  ye  thankful !  We  created  you,  and 
afterwards  formed  you  ;  and  then  said  unto  the  angels,  Worship 
Adam ;  and  they  all  worshipped  him.,  except  Eblis,  who  was  not  one 
of  those  who  worshipped.^  God  said  unto  him.,  What  hindered  thee 
from  worshipping  Adam^  since  I  had  commanded  thee?     He  answered, 

y  This  was  revealed  in  answer  to  the  pressing  instances  of  the  idolaters,  who  offered  to  take 
the  crime  upon  themselves,  if  Mohammed  would  conform  to  their  worship.^ 

*  Al  Araf  signifies  the  partition  between  paradise  and  hell,  which  is  mentioned  in  this 
chapter.! 

»  Some,  however,  except  five  or  eight  verses,  begin  at  these  words,  And  ask  them  concerning 
the  city,  &c. 

b  The  signification  of  those  letters  the  more  sober  Mohammedans  confess  God  alone  knows 
Soine,  however,  imagine  they  stand  for  Allah,  Gabriel,  Mohammed,  en  whom  be  peace. 

'^  As  it  did  the  inhabitants  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  to  whom  Lot  was  sent. 

<1  As  happened  to  the  Midianites,  to  whom  Shoaib  preached. 

*  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  69. 
'  See  chapter  2,  p.  5,  &c. 

3  Idem.  1  See  the  Prelim.  1  )isc.  Sect.  IV-  p.  74. 
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I  am  more  excellent  than  he :  thou  hast  created  me  of  fire,  and  hast 
Treated  him  of  clay.  God  said.  Get  thee  down  therefore  from  paradise; 
for  it  is  not  Jit  that  thou  behave  thyself  proudly  therein :  get  thee 
hence;  thou  shalt  be  one  of  the  contemptible.  He  answered,  Give  me 
respite  until  the  day  of  resurrection.  God  said,  Verily  thou  shalt  be 
o?te  of  those  who  are  re^pited.s  The  devil  said,  Because  thou  hast 
depraved  me,  I  will  lay  wait  for  men  in  thy  strait  way;  then  will  I 
come  upon  them  from  before,  and  from  behind,  and  from  their  right 
hands,  and  from  their  left  ;^^  and  thou  shalt  not  find  the  greater  part  of 
them  thankful.  God  said  tinto  him.  Get  thee  hence,  despised,  and 
driven y??r  away:  verily  whoever  of  them  shall  follow  thee,  I  will  surely 
fill  hell  with  you  all :  but  as  for  thee,  O  Adam,  dwell  thou  and  thy  wife 
in  paradise ;  and  eat  of  the  Jriiit  thereof  wherever  ye  will ;  but  approach 
not  this  tree,  lest  ye  become  oj  the  number  of  the  unjust.  And  Satan 
suggested  to  them  both,  that  he  would  discover  unto  them  their  naked- 
ness, which  was  hidden  from  them ;  and  he  said,  Your  LORD  hath  not 
forbidden  you  this  tree,  for  any  other  reason  but  lest  ye  should  be- 
come angels,  or  lest  ye  become  immortal.  And  he  sware  unto  them, 
saying,  Verily  I  am  one  of  those  who  counsel  you  aright.  And  he 
caused  them  to  fall  through  deceit.*  And  when  they  had  tasted  of  the 
tree,  their  nakedness  appeared  unto  them  -^  and  they  began  to  join 
together  the  leaves  of  paradise,^  to  cover  themselves.  And  their  Lord 
called  to  them,  saying,  Did  1  not  forbid  you  this  tree;  and  did  I  not 
say  unto  you.  Verily  Satan  is  your  declared  enemy?  They  answered,  O 
Lord,  we  have  dealt  unjustly  with  our  own  souls ;  and  if  thou  forgive 
us  not,  and  be  not  merciful  unto  us,  we  shall  sitrcly  be  of  those  who 
perisli.  God  said,  Get  ye  down,  the  one  of  you  an  enemy  unto  the 
other ;  and  ye  shall  have  a  dwelling-place  upon  earth,  and  a  provision 
for  a  season.  He  said.  Therein  shall  ye  live,  and  therein  shall  ye  die, 
and  from  thence  shall  ye  be  taken  forth  at  the  resurrection.  O  children 
of  Adam,  we  have  sent  down  unto  you  apparel,™  to  conceal  your  naked- 

8  As  the  time  till  wliicli  the  devil  is  reprieved  is  not  particularly  expressed,  the  commentators 
sujipose  his  request  was  not  wliolly  granted  ;  but  agree  that  he  shall  die,  as  well  as  other 
creatures,  at  the  second  sound  of  the  trumpet. 2 

h  i.e.,  I  will  attack  them  on  every  side  that  I  shall  be  able.  The  other  two  ways,  viz.,  from 
above  and  from  under  their  feet,  are  omitted,  saj-  the  commentators,  to  show  that  the  devil's 
power  is  limited. 3 

>  The  Mohammedan  gospel  of  Barnabas  tells  us,  that  the  sentence  which  God  pronounced 
on  the  serpent  for  introducing  the  devil  into  paradise-*  was,  that  he  should  not  only  be  turned 
out  of  paradise,  but  that  he  should  have  his  legs  cut  off  by  the  angel  Michael,  with  the  sword 
of  God  ;  and  that  the  devil  himself,  since  he  had  rendered  our  first  parents  unclean,  was  con- 
demned to  eat  the  excrements  of  them  and  all  their  posterity ;  which  two  last  circumstances  I 
do  not  remember  to  have  read  elsewhere.  The  words  of  the  manuscript  are  these  :  Y  iiavtd 
{Diosl  a  la  serpiente,  y  a  Michael,  aquel  que  i/cne  la  es/>ada  de  Dios,  y  le  dixo ;  Aqiiesta 
sierpe  es  acelerada,  echala  la  iritnera  delparayso,  y  cortale  las  pic7itas,  y  si  qiiisicre  caiiiiuar, 
arrastrara  la  vida  por  tierra.  V  llamo  a  Sala/ias,  el  qital  vino  ricndo,  y  di.xole;  Ponjhe 
tu  rcproho  has  engailado  a  aqticstos,  y  los  lias  hecho  ittniiiitidcs?  Yo quioo  que  toda  iitninm- 
dicia  snya,  y  de  todos  sits  hijos,  en  saliendo  de  st.s  cjierpos  entre  por  tn  boca,  porque  en  verdad 
ellos  hai-aii  penitcncia,  y  tu  qucdaras  ha7-to  de  iviinundicia. 

^  Which  they  had  not  perceived  before ;  being  clothed,  as  some  say,  with  light,  or  garments 
of  paradise,  which  fell  from  them  on  their  disobedience.  Yahya  imagines  their  nakedness  was 
hidden  by  their  hair.^ 

'  Which  it  is  said  were  fig-leaves.6 

"'  Not  only  proper  materials,  but  also  ingenuity  oi  mind  and  dexterity  of  hand  to  make  use 
of  Lhem.7 

2  Al  Eeidawi.  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  65,  and  D'Herbcl-jt.  Pibl.  Orient.  Art. 
ELi'is.        3  Al  Beidawi.        *  See  the  notes  to  cap.  2,  p.  5.        ^  Iden\.         '^  Idem.         '  Idem 
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ness,  and  fair  garments ;  but  the  clothing  of  piety  is  better.  This  is 
0)16  of  the  signs  of  Cod;  that  peradventure  ye  may  consider.  O  chil- 
dren of  Adam,  let  not  Satan  seduce  you,  as  he  expelled  your  parents 
out  of  paradise,  by  stripping  them  of  their  clothing,  that  he  might  show 
them  their  nakedness  :  verily  he  seeth  you,  both  he  and  his  companions, 
whereas  ye  see  not  them.'^  We  have  appointed  the  devils  to  be  the 
patrons  of  those  who  believe  not  :  and  when  they  commit  a  filthy 
action,  they  say,  We  found  our  fathers  practising  the  same  ;  and  GOD 
hath  commandeth  us  to  do  it.  Say,  Verily  GOD  commandeth  not  filthy 
actions.  Do  ye  speak  concerning  GOD  that  which  ye  know  not  ?  Say, 
My  Lord  hath  commanded  me  to  observe  justice ;  therefore  set  your 
faces  to  pray  at  every  place  of  worship,  and  call  upon  him,  approving 
unto  him  the  sincerity  of  your  religion.  As  he  produced  you  at  first, 
so  tmto  him  shall  ye  return.  A  part  0/ ma?ikind\\2iXh.  he  directed ;  and 
a  part  hath  been  justly  led  into  error,  because  they  have  taken  the 
devils  for  their  patrons  besides  GOD,  and  imagine  that  they  are  rightly 
directed.  O  children  of  Adam,  take  your  decent  apparel  at  every  place 
of  worship,**  and  eat  and  drink,^  but  be  not  guilty  of  excess  ;  for  he 
loveth  not  those  who  are  guilty  of  excess.  Say,  Who  hath  forbidden 
the  decent  apparel  of  God,  which  he  hath  produced  for  his  servants, 
and  the  good  things  which  he  hath  provided  for  food  ?  Say,  These 
things  are  for  those  who  believe,  in  this  present  life,  but  peculiarly  on 
the  day  of  resuriection.*  Thus  do  we  distinctly  explain  our  signs  unto 
people  who  understand.  Say,  Verily  my  Lord  hath  forbidden  filthy 
actions,  both  that  which  is  discovered  thereof,  and  that  which  is  con- 
cealed, and  also  iniquity,  and  unjust  violence  ;  and  hath  forbidden  yo7( 
to  associate  with  God  that  concerning  which  he  hath  sent  you  down 
no  authority,  or  to  speak  of  GOD  that  which  ye  know  not.  Unto  every 
nation  there  is  a  prefixed  term  ;  therefore  when  their  term  is  expired, 
they  shall  not  have  respite  for  an  hour,  neither  shall  they  be  anticipated. 
O  children  of  Adam,  verily  apostles  from  among  you  shall  come  unto 
you,  who  shall  expound  my  signs  unto  you  :  whosoever  therefore  shall 
fear  God  and  amend,  there  shall  come  no  fear  on  them,  neither  shall 
they  be  grieved.  But  they  who  shall  accuse  our  signs  of  falsehood, 
and  shall  proudly  reject  them,  they  shall  be  the  companions  of  hell  fire ; 
they  shall  remain  therein  for  ever.  And  who  is  more  unjust  than  he 
who  deviseth  a  lie  concerning  GOD,  or  accuseth  his  signs  of  imposture? 
Unto  these  shall  be  given  their  portion  of  worldly  happiness,  according 

"  Recause  of  the  subtlety  of  their  bodies,  and  their  being  void  of  all  colour.' 

o  This  passage  was  revealed  to  reprove  an  imn>odest  cubtom  of  the  pagan  Arabs,  who  used 
to  encompass  the  Caaba  naked,  because  clothes,  they  said,  were  ihe  signs  of  their  disobedience 
to  GoD.l  The  Sonna  orders  that,  when  a  man  goes  to  prayers,  he  should  put  on  his  better 
apparel,  out  of  respect  to  the  divine  majesty  before  whom  he  is  to  appear.  But  as  the  Mo- 
hammedans think  it  indecent,  on  the  one  hand,  to  come  into  God's  presence  in  a  slovenly 
manner,  so  they  imagine,  on  the  other,  that  they  ought  not  to  appear  before  him  in  habits  too 
rich  or  sumptuous,  and  particularly  in  clothes  adorned  with  gold  or  silver,  lest  they  should 
seem  proud. 

P  The  sons  of  Amer,  it  is  said,  when  they  performed  the  pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  used  to  eat 
no  more  than  w.as  absolutely  necessary,  and  that  not  of  the  more  delicious  sort  of  food  neither, 
which  abstinence  they  looked  upon  as  a  piece  of  merit,  but  they  are  here  told  the  contrary. 2 

q  because  then  the  wicked,  who  also  partook  of  ihe  blessings  of  this  life,  will  have  no  share 
in  the  enjoyments  of  the  next. 

•  JaJhb'ddin,        l  Idem,  al  Beidawi.        2  Idsn. 
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10  what  is  -a  riiten  in  the  book  of  God^s  decrees^  until  our  messengers" 
come  unto  them,  and  shall  cause  them  to  die  ;  saying,  Where  are  the 
idols  which  ye  called  upon,  besides  God?  They  shall  answer.  They 
have  disappeared  from  us.  And  they  shall  bear  witness  against  them- 
selves, that  they  were  unbelievers.  God  shall  say  unto  them  at  the 
res7irrection,  Enter  ye  with  the  nations  which  have  preceded  you,  of 
genii  and  of  men,  into  hell  fire ;  so  often  as  one  nation  shall  enter,  it  shall 
curse  its  sister,®  until  they  shall  all  have  successively  entered  therein. 
The  latter  of  them  shall  say  of  the  former  of  them,  O  LORD,  these 
have  seduced  us  ;  therefore  inflict  on  them  a  double  punishment  of  the 
fire  of  hell,  God  shall  answer,  //  shall  be  doubled  unto  all  ;*  but  ye 
know  it  not.  And  the  former  of  them  shall  say  unto  the  latter  of  them, 
Ye  have  not  therefore  any  favour  above  us  ;  taste  the  punishment  for 
that  which  ye  have  gained.  Verily  they  who  shall  charge  our  signs 
with  falsehood,  and  shall  proudly  reject  them,  the  gates  of  heaven  shall 
not  be  opened  unto  them,  neither  shall  they  enter  into  paradise,  until 
a  camel  pass  through  the  eye  of  a  needle  ;*  and  thus  will  we  reward  the 
wicked  doers.  Their  couch  shall  be  in  hell,  and  over  them  shall  be 
coverings  of  fire;  and  thus  will  we  reward  the  unjust.  But  they  who 
believe  and  do  that  which  is  right  (we  will  not  load  any  soul  but 
according  to  its  ability),  they  shall  be  the  companions  of  paradise; 
they  shall  remain  therein  for  ever.  And  we  will  remove  all  grudges 
from  their  minds  -^  rivers  shall  run  at  their  feet,  and  they  shall  say, 
Praised  be  GoD,  who  hath  directed  us  unto  xh\s  felicity  /  for  we  should 
not  have  been  rightly  directed,  if  GOD  had  not  directed  us  :  now  are 
lue  convinced  by  demonstration  that  the  apostles  of  our  Lord  came 
unto  us  with  truth.  And  it  shall  be  proclaimed  unto  them.  This  is 
paradise,  whereof  ye  are  made  heirs,  as  a  reward  for  that  which  ye 
have  wrought.  And  the  inhabitants'  of  paradise  shall  call  out  to  the 
inhabitants  of  hell  fire,  sayings  Now  have  we  found  that  which  our 
Lord  promised  us  to  be  true ;  have  ye  also  found  that  which  your  Lord 
promised  you  to  be  true  ?  They  shall  answer,  Yea.  And  a  crier*  shall 
proclaim  between  them.  The  curse  of  GOD  shall  be  on  the  wicked  ;  who 
turn  7nen  aside  from  the  way  of  GOD.  and  seek  to  render  it  crooked, 
ond  who  deny  the  life  to  come.  And  betwen  the  blessed  and  the  damned 
there  shall  be  a  veil ;  and  men  shall  stand  on  al  Araf,*'  who  shall  know 

"■  viz.,  The  angel  of  death  and  his  assistants. 

*  That  is,  the  nation  whose  example  betrayed  them  into  their  idolatrj'  and  other  wichedness. 

^  Unto  those  who  set  the  example,  because  they  not  only  transgressed  themselves,  but  were 
also  the  occasion  of  the  others'  transgression  ;  and  unto  those  who  followed  them,  because  of 
their  own  infidelity  and  their  imitating  an  ill  example.! 

u  That  is,  when  their  souls  shall,  after  death,  ascend  to  heaven,  they  shall  not  be  admitted, 
but  shall  be  thrown  down  into  the  dungeon  under  the  seventh  earth.2 

s  This  expression  was  probably  taken  from  our  Saviour's  words  in  the  gospel,3  though  it  bf 
proverbial  in  the  east. 

y  So  that,  whatever  differences  or  animosities  there  had  been  between  them  in  their  lifetime, 
they  shall  now  be  forgotten,  and  give  place  to  sincere  love  and  amity.  This  Ali  is  said  to  have 
hoped  would  prove  true  to  himself  and  his  inveterate  enemies,  Othman,  Telha,  and  al  Zobeir.* 

'•  Literally,  the  cojiipanions. 

»  This  crier,  some  say,  will  be  the  angel  Israfil. 

b  Al  Araf  is  the  name  of  the  wall  or  partition  which,  as  Mohammed  taught,  will  separate 
paradise  from  hell.^  But  as  to  the  persons  who  are  to  be  placed  thereon  the  commentators 
difTer,  as  has  been  elsewhere  observed.  ^ 

1  Idem.  2  Tallalo'ddin.     See  the  Prelim.  Disc,  ubi  sup.  p.  6t.  »  .Matth.  xix.  a* 

♦  Al  BeidAv,!.        'See  th''  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  74.        *  See  ibid. 
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every  one  of  them  by  their  marks  f  and  shall  call  unto  the  inhabitants 
of  paradise,  saying,  Peace  be  upon  you  :  yet  they  shall  not  enter  therein, 
although  they  earnestly  desire  it.'^  And  when  they  shall  turn  their 
eyes  towards  the  companions  of  hell  fire,  they  shall  say,  O  Lord,  place 
us  not  with  the  ungodly  people  !  And  those  who  stand  on  al  Araf 
shall  call  unto  certain  men,®  whom  they  shall  know  by  their  marks,  and 
shall  say,  What  hath  your  gathering  of  riches  availed  you,  and  that  ye 
were  puffed  up  with  pride  ?  Are  these  the  men  on  whom  ye  sware 
that  God  would  not  bestow  mercy?'  Enter  ye  into  paradise;  thej-e 
shall  come  no  fear  on  you,  neither  shall  ye  be  grieved. 8  And  the 
inhabitants  of  hell  fire  shall  call  unto  the  inhabitants  of  paradise,  saying, 
Pour  upon  us  some  water,  or  of  those  rejreshnients  which  God  hath 
bestowed  on  you.'^  They  shall  answer.  Verily  GOD  hath  forbidden 
them  unto  the  unbelievers  ;  who  made  a  laughing-stock  and  a  sport  of 
their  religion,  and  whom  the  life  ot  the  world  hath  deceived  :  therefore 
this  day  will  we  forget  them,  as  they  did  forget  the  meeting  of  this  day, 
and  for  that  they  denied  our  signs  to  be  from  God.  And  now  we  have 
brought  unto  those  of  Mecca  a  book  of  divine  revelations :  we  have 
explained  it  with  knowledge  ;  a  direction  and  mercy  unto  people  who 
shall  believe.  Do  they  wait  for  any  other  than  the  interpretation 
thereof?*  On  the  day  whereon  the  interpretation  thereof  shall  come, 
they  who  had  forgotten  the  same  before,  shall  say,  Now  are  we  con- 
vinced  by  demo7istration  that  the  messengers  of  our  Lord  came  tinto 
us  with  truth  :  shall  we  therefore  have  any  intercessors,  who  will  inter- 
cede for  us  ?  or  shall  we  be  sent  back  into  the  world,  that  we  may  do 
other  works  than  what  we  did  in  our  lifetime  ?  But  now  have  they 
lost  their  souls  ;  and  that  which  they  impiously  imagined,  hath  fled 
from  them.*^  Verily  your  LoRD  is  GOD,  who  created  the  heavens  and 
the  earth  in  six  days  ;  and  then  ascended  his  throne  :  he  causeth  the 
night  to  cover  the  day ;  it  succeedeth  the  same  swiftly  :  he  also  ci'eated 
the  sun  and  the  moon,  and  the  stars,  which  are  absolutely  subject  unto 
his  command.  Is  not  the  whole  creation,  and  the  empire  thereof  his  ? 
Blessed  be  God,  the  Lord  of  all  creatures !     Call  upion  your  Lord 


^  i.e,  Who  shall  distinguish  the  blessed  from  the  damned  by  their  proper  characteristics ; 
such  as  the  whiteness  and  splendour  of  the  faces  of  the  former,  and  the  blackness  of  those  of 
i.he  latter.l 

^  From  this  circumstance,  it  seems  that  their  opinion  is  the  most  probable  who  make  this 
inte:  mediate  partition  a  sort  of  purgatory  for  those  who,  though  they  deserve  not  to  be  sent  to 
hell,  yet  have  not  merits  suflicient  to  gain  them  immediate  admittance  into  paradise,  and  will 
be  tantalized  here  for  a  certain  time  with  a  bare  view  of  the  felicity  of  that  place. 

^  That  is,  the  chiefs  and  ringleaders  of  the  infidels.2 

f  These  were  the  inferior  and  poorer  among  the  believors,  whom  they  despised  in  their  life- 
times as  unworthy  of  God's  favour. 

g  These  words  are  directed,  by  an  apostrophe,  to  the  poor  and  despised  believers  above 
mentioned.  Some  commentators,  however,  imagine  these  and  the  next  preceding  words  are 
to  be  understood  of  those  who  will  be  confined  in  al  Araf;  and  that  the  damned  will,  in  return 
for  their  reproachful  speech,  swear  that  they  shall  never  enter  paradise  themselves ;  whereupon 
God  of  his  mercy  shall  order  them  to  be  admitted  by  these  words.3 

»i  i.e..  Of  the  other  liquors  or  fruits  of  paradise.  Compare  this  passage  with  the  parable  ol 
Dives  and  Lazarus. 

«  That  is,  the  event  of  the  promises  and  menaces  therem. 

^  See  chapter  6,  p.  90,  note  ». 

J  Al  Beidawi.  «  Mom  3  liem. 
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humbly  and  in  secret ;  for  he  loveth  not  those  who  transgress.'  And 
act  not  corruptly  in  the  earth,  after  its  reformation  ;™  and  call  upon 
him  with  fear  and  desire  :  for  the  mercy  of  GOD  is  near  unto  the 
righteous.  It  is  he  who  sendeth  the  winds,  spread  abroad'^  before  his 
mercy,"  until  they  bring  a  cloud  heavy  with  raitt,  which  we  drive  unto 
a  dead  country  f  and  we  cause  water  to  descend  thereon,  by  which 
we  cause  all  soris  of  fruits  to  spring  forth.  Thus  will  we  bring  forth 
the  dead  from  their  graves  ;^  that  peradventure  ye  may  consider. 
From  a  good  country  shall  its  fruit  spring  forth  abundantly^  by  the 
permission  of  its  LORD  ;  but  from  the  land  vi'\\\z\\  is  bad,  it  shall  not 
spring  forth  otherwise  than  scarcely.  Thus  do  we  explain  the  signs  oj 
divine  providence  unto  people  who  are  thankful.  We  formerly  sent 
Noah"^  unto  his  people:  and  he  said,  O  my  people,  worship  GOD :  ye 
have  no  other  GOD  than  him.'  Verily  I  fear  for  you  the  punishment 
of  the  great  day.*  The  chiefs  of  his  people  answered  him^  We  surely 
perceive  thee  to  be  in  a  manifest  error.  He  replied,  O  my  people, 
there  is  no  error  in  me  ;  but  I  am  a  messenger  from  the  Lord  of  all 
creatures.  I  bring  unto  you  the  messages  of  my  Lord  ;  and  I  counsel 
you  aright  :  for  I  know  from  GOD  that  which  ye  know  not.  Do  ye 
wonder  that  an  admonition  hath  come  unto  you  from  your  LORD  by  a 
man"  from  among  you,  to  warn  you,  that  ye  may  take  heed  to  yourselves, 
and  that  peradventure  ye  may  obtain  mercy?  And  they  accused  him 
of  imposture :  but  we  delivered  him  and  those  who  were  with  him  in 

1  Behaving  themselves  arrogantly  while  they  pray;  or  praying  with  an  obstreperous  voice, 
or  a  multitude  of  words  and  vain  repetitions.! 

"*  i.e..  After  that  God  hath  sent  his  prophets,  and  revealed  his  laws,  for  the  reformation  and 
amendment  of  mankind. 

"  Or  ranging  over  a  large  extent  of  land.  Some  copies,  instead  of  noshran,  which  is  the 
reading  I  have  here  followed,  have  boshran,  which  signifies  good  tidings',  the  rising  of  the 
wind  in  such  a  manner  being  the  forerunner  of  rain. 

0  That  is,  rain.  For  the  east  wind,  says  al  Beidawi,  raises  the  clouds,  the  north  wind 
drives  them  together,  the  south  wind  agitates  them,  so  as  to  make  the  rain  fall,  and  the  west 
wind  disperses  them  again. 2 

P  Or  a  dry  and  parched  land. 

1  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV. 

""  Noah  the  son  of  Lamech,  according  to  the  Mohammedan  writers,  was  one  of  the  six 
principal  prophets, 3  though  he  had  no  written  revelations  delivered  to  him,*  and  the  first  who 
appeared  after  his  great-grandfather  Edris  or  Enoch.  They  also  say  he  was  by  trade  a  car- 
penter, which  they  infer  from  his  building  the  ark,  and  that  the  year  of  his  mission  was  the 
jiftieth,  or,  as  others  say,  the  fortieth  of  his  age. 5 

That  Noah  was  a  preacher  of  righteousness  unto  the  wicked  antediluvians  /s  testified  by 
scripture. 6  The  eastern  Christians  say  that  when  God  ordered  Noah  to  build  the  ark,  he  also 
directed  him  to  make  an  instrument  of  wood,  such  as  they  make  use  of  at  this  day  in  the  east, 
instead  of  bells,  to  call  the  people  to  church,  and  named  in  Arabic  Nakus,  and  in  modern 
Greek  Semandra ;  on  wlilch  he  was  to  strike  three  times  every  day,  not  only  to  call  together 
the  workmen  that  were  building  the  ark,  but  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  daily  admonishing 
his  people  of  the  impending  danger  of  the  Deluge,  which  would  certainly  destroy  tlicm  if  they 
diJ  not  repent. 7 

Some  Mohammedan  authors  pretend  Noah  was  sent  to  convert  Zohrxk,  one  of  the  Persian 
kings  of  the  first  race,  who  refused  to  hearken  to  him;  and  that  he  afterwards  preached  Gods 
unity  publicly.8 

*  From  these  words,  and  other  passages  of  the  Koran  where  Noah's  preaching  is  mentioned, 
It  appears  that,  according  to  Mohammed's  opinion,  a  principal  crime  of  the  antediluvians  was 
idolatry. 9 

*  viz.,  Either  the  day  of  resurrection,  or  that  whereon  the  Flood  was  to  begin. 

"  For,  said  they,  if  God  had  pleased,  he  would  have  sent  an  angel,  and  not  a  man ;  since  we 
never  heard  of  such  an  instance  in  the  times  of  our  fathers.i*^ 

1  Idem.  2  Idem.  3  gee  the  Prelim.  Disc.  p.  59.  <  Vide  Reland.  de  Relig.  Moh. 

p.  34.         5  Al  Zamakhshari.         6  2  Pet.  i'.  5.         7  Eutych.  Annal.  p.  37.        8  Vide  D'HerbaL 
P.ibl.  Orient,  p.  675.         »  See  c.  71,  and  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  I.  p.  14.        10  Ai  Beidawi. 
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the  arkj^and  we  Jrowiied  those  who  charged  our  signs  with  falsehood  ; 
for  they  were  a  bhnd  people.  And  unto  the  tribe  ofAd^  ive  sent  their 
brother  Hud.^  He  said,  O  my  people  worship  GOD  :  ye  have  no  other 
God  than  him  ;  wall  ye  not  fear  him  ?  The  chiefs  of  those  among  his 
people  who  believed  not,"'  answered,  Verily  we  perceive  that  thou  art 
}^uided  by  folly ;  and  we  certainly  esteem  thee  to  be  one  of  the  liars. 
He  replied,  O  my  people,  /  am  not  gicided  by  folly ;  but  I  am  a  mes- 
senger unto  you  from  the  Lord  of  all  creatures :  1  bring  unto  you  the 
messages  of  my  Lord  ;  and  I  am  a  faithful  counsellor  unto  you.  Do 
ye  wonder  that  an  admonition  hath  come  unto  you  from  your  Lord, 
by  a  man  from  among  you,  that  he  may  w^arn  you  ?  Call  to  mind  how 
he  hath  appointed  you  successors  unto  the  people  of  Noahj'^and  hath 
added  unto  you  in  stature  largely."  R.emen-iber  the  benefits  of  Goi,>, 
that  ye  may  prosper.  They  said.  Art  thou  come  unto  us,  that  we  should 
worship  God  alone,  and  leave  the  deities  which  our  fathers  worshipped? 
Now  bring  down  that  judgment  upon  us,  with  which  thou  threatcnest 
us,  if  thou  speakest  truth.  Hud  answered,  Now  shall  there  suddenly 
fall  upon  you  from  your  Lord  vengeance  and  indignation.  Will  ye 
dispute  with  me  concerning  the  names  which  ye  have  namedj'^and  your 
fathers ;  as  to  which  God  hath  not  revealed  unto  you  any  authority? 
Do  ye  wait  therefore,  and  I  will  be  one  of  those  who  w-ait  w^ith  you.  And 
we  delivered  him,  and  them  who  believed  with  him,  by  our  mercy ;  and 
we  cut  off  the  uttermost  part  of  those  who  charged  our  signs  with  false- 
hood, and  were  not  believ^ers.®     And  unto  tJie  tribe  of  Thamud  we 

*  That  is,  those  who  believed  on  him,  and  entered  into  that  vessel  with  him.  Though  fliers 
be  a  tradition  among  the  Mohammedans,  said  to  have  been  received  froia  the  prophet  hisn- 
self,  and  conformable  to  the  scripture,  that  eight  persons,  and  no  more,  were  saved  in  the  ark, 
yet  some  of  them  report  the  number  variously.  One  says  they  wei-e  but  si.\,  another  ten. 
anoiher  twelve,  another  seventy-eight,  and  another  fourscore,  half  men  and  half  women.l  aud 
tliat  one  of  them  was  the  elder  Jorhaai,^  the  preserver,  as  some  pretend,  of  the  Arabian 
language.^ 

y  Ad  was  an  ancient  and  potent  tribe  of  Arabs,4and  zealous  idolaters.'  They  chiefly  wor- 
shipped four  deities,  Sakia,  Hafedha,  Razeka,  and  Salema  ;  the  first,  as  they  imagined,  supplv- 
ing  them  with  rain,  the  second  preserving  them  from  all  dangers  abroad,  the  third  providins; 
food  for  their  sustenance,  and  the  fourth  restoring  them  to  health  when  afflicted  with  sickness,'' 
according  to  the  signification  of  the  several  names. 

«  Generally  supposed  to  be  the  same  person  with  Heber  '^  but  others  say  he  was  the  son  of 
Abda'llah,  the  son  of  Ribah,  the  son  of  Kholud,  the  son  of  Ad,  the  son  of  Aws  or  Uz,  the  son 
cf  Aram,  the  son  of  Sem.8 

a  These  words  were  added  because  some  of  the  principal  men  among  them  believed  on  Hud 
one  of  whom  v/as  Morthed  Ebn  Saad.!* 

b  Dwelling  in  the  habitations  of  the  antediluvians,  who  preceded  them  not  many  centuries, 
cr  ha^^ng  the  chief  sway  in  the  earth  after  them.  For  the  kingdom  of  Shcdad,  the  son  of  Ad, 
is  said  to  have  extended  from  the  sands  of  Alaj  to  the  trees  of  Oman.l!> 

'^  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  p.  5. 

d  That  is,  concerning  the  idols  and  imaginary  objects  of  your  worship,  to  which  ye  wickedly 
gave  the  nam.es,  attributes,  and  honour  due  to  the  only  true  God. 

^  The  dreadful  destruction  of  the  Adites  we  have  mentioned  in  another  place,!  and  shall  only 
add  here  some  further  circumstances  of  that  calamity,  and  which  dififer  a  little  from  what  is 
there  said  ;  for  the  Arab  writers  acknowledge  many  inconsistencies  in  the  histories  of  tkese 
ancient  tribes. 2 

I'^^^ribe  of  Ad  having  been  for  their  incredulity  previously  chastised  with  a  three  years' 
drought,  sent  Kail  Ebn  Ithar  and  Morthed  Ebn  Saad,  with  seventy  other  princioal  men,  to 
the  temple  of  Mecca  to  obtain  rain.     Mecca  was  then  in  the  hands  of  the  tribe"  of  Amalek 

1  Al  Zamakhshari,  Jallalo'ddin,  Ebn  Shohnah.  £  Idem.     Sei  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  I. 

p.  e.         a  Vide  Pocock.  Orat.  Pra;fi.x.  Carm.  Tograi.         ^  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  I.  p.  5. 
•  Abulfeda.  6  Vide  D'Herbel  Bibl.  Orient.  Ai  t.  Houd.  ^  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  p.  5. 

1  Al  Beidawi.  S  idem.  iO  idem.  1  Prelim.  Disc.  p.  5.  3  Al  Beid.\wi.     Vid? 

D'Hcrbelot,  Bibl   Orient.  Art.  Houd. 
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sent^  their  brother  Saleh.s  He  said,  O  my  people,  worship  God  :  ye 
have  no  God  besides  him.  Now  hath  a  manifest  proof  come  unto  you 
from  your  Lord.  This  she-camel  of  God  is  a  sign  unto  you  :^  there- 
fore dismiss  her  freely,  that  she  may  feed  in  God's  earth  ;  and  do  her 
no  hurt,  lest  a  painful  punishment  seize  you.  And  call  to  mind  how  he 
hath  appointed  you  successors  unto  the  tribe  of  Ad,  and  hath  given  you 
a  habitation  on  earth  ;  ye  hnWd  yourselves  castles  on  the  plains  thereof, 
«ind  cut  out  the  mountains  into  houses.*  Remembei  therefore  the  benefits 
of  God,  and  commit  not  violence  in  the  earth,  acting  corruptly.  The 
chiefs  among  his  people  who  were  puffed  up  with  pride,  said  unto  those 
who  were  esteemed  weak,  namely,  unto  those  who  believed  among 
them.  Do  ye  know  that  Saleh  hath  been  sent  from  his  Lord  ?  They 
answered.  We  do  surely  believe  in  that  wherewith  he  hath  been  sent. 
Those  who  were  elated  with  pride  replied.  Verily  we  believe  not  in  that 
wherein  ye  believe.     And  they  cut  off  the  feet  of  the  camel,^  and  inso- 

whose  prince  was  Moawiyah  Ebn  Beer  ;  and  he,  being  without  the  city  when  the  ambassadors 
arrived,  entertained  them  there  for  a  month  in  so  hospitable  a  manner  that  they  had  forgotten  the 
business  they  came  about  had  not  the  king  reminded  them  of  it,  not  as  from  himself,  lest  they 
should  think  he  wanted  to  be  rid  of  them,  but  by  some  verses  which  he  put  into  the  mouth  of 
a  singing  woman.  At  which,  being  roused  from  their  lethargy,  Morthed  told  them  the  only 
way  they  had  to  obtain  what  they  wanted  would  be  to  repent  and  obey  their  prophet ;  but  this 
displeasing  the  rest,  they  desired  Moawiyah  to  imprison  him,  lest  he  should  go  with  them ; 
which  being  done,  Kail  with  the  rest  entering  Mecca,  begged  of  God  that  he  would  send  rain 
to  the  people  of  Ad.  Whereupon  three  clouds  appeared,  a  white  one,  a  red  one,  and  a  black 
one ;  and  a  voice  from  heaven  ordered  Kail  to  choose  which  he  would.  Kail  failed  not  to 
make  choice  of  the  last,  thinking  it  to  be  laden  with  the  most  rain  ;  but  when  this  cloud  came 
over  them,  it  proved  to  be  fraught  with  the  divine  vengeance,  and  a  tempest  broke  forth  from 
it  wliich  destroyed  them  all.'^ 

f  Thamud  was  another  tribe  of  the  ancient  Arabs  who  fell  into  idolatry  See  the  Prelim 
Disc.  Sect.  I.  p.  5. 

8  Al  Beidawi  deduces  his  genealogy  thus:  Saleh,  tlie  son  of  Obeld,  the  sob  of  A^af,  tlic  son 
of  Masekh,  the  son  of  Obcid,  the  son  of  Hadhcr,  the  son  of  Thamud.'* 

h  The  Tharnudites,  insisting  on  a  miracle,  proposed  to  Saleh  thathe  sliould  go  with  them  to 
their  festival,  and  that  they  should  call  on  their  gods,  and  he  on  his,  promising^  to  follow  that 
deity  which  sliould  answer.  But  after  they  had  called  on  their  idols  a  long  time  to  no  pur- 
pose, Jonda  Ebn  Amru,  their  prince,  pointed  to  a  rock  standing  by  itself,  and  bade  Saleh  cause 
a  she-camel  big  with  young  to  come  forth  from  it,  solemnly  engaging  that,  if  he  did,  he  would 
believe,  and  his  people  promised  the  same.  Whereupon  Saleh  asked  it  of  God,  and  presently 
the  rock,  after  several  throes  as  if  in  labour,  was  delivered  of  a  she-camel  answering  the  de- 
scription of  Jonda,  wliich  immediately  brought  forth  a_  young  one,  ready  weaned,  and,  as  some 
say,  as  big  rs  herself.  Jonda,  seeing  this  miracle,  believed  on  the  prophet,  and  some  few  with 
him  ;  but  the  greater  part  of  the  Thamudites  remained,  notwithstanding,  incredulous.  Of  this 
camel  the  commentators  tell  several  very  absurd  stories  :  as  that,  when  she  went  to  drink,  she 
never  raised  her  head  from  the  well  or  river  till  she  had  drunk  up  all  the  water  in  it,  and  then  she 
offered  herself  to  be  milked,  the  people  drawing  from  her  as  much  milk  as  they  pleased ;  and 
some  say  that  she  went  about  the  town  crying  aloud,  1/ any  •wants  vtilk  let  hivi  come /oyth.^ 

i  The  tribe  of  Thamild  dwelt  first  in  the  country  of  the  Adites,  but  their  numbers  increasing, 
they  removed  to  the  territory  of  Hejr  for  the  sake  of  the  mountains,  where  they  cut  themselves 
habitations  in  the  rocks,  to  be  seen  at  this  day. 

k  This  extraordinary  camel  frighting  the  other  cattle  from  their  pasture,  a  ceitain  rich  woman 
named  Oneiza  0mm  Ganem,  having  four  daughters,  dressed  them  out  and  offered  one  Kedar 
his  choice  of  them  if  he  would  kill  the  camel.  Whereupon  he  chose  one,  and  with  the  assist- 
ance of  eight  other  men,  hamstrung  and  killed  the  dam,  and  pursuing  the  young  one,  which 
fled  to  the  mountain,  killed  that  also  and  divideri  his  flesh  among  them.l  Others  tell  the  story 
somewhat  differently,  adding  Sadaka  Bint  al  IMoichtar  as  a  joint  conspiratress  with  Oneiza,  and 
pretending  that  the  young  one  \\as  not  killed  ;  for  they  say  that  having  fled  to  a  certain 
mountain  named  Kara,  he  there  cried  three  times,  and  Saleh  bade  them  catch  him  if  they  could, 
for  then  there  might  be  hopes  of  their  avoiding  the  divine  vengeance  ;  but  this  they  vere  not 
able  to  do,  the  rock  opening  after  he  had  cried,  and  receiving  him  within  it. 2 

3  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  p.  5.  *  Abulfeda,  al  Zamakhshari.  Vide  D'Herbel.  Bibl.  Ofienf. 
Art.  Saleh.  5  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  p.  6.  1  Abulfeda.  2  Al  Beid.nwi.  Vide  D'Herbev 
ubi  supra. 
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iently  transgressed  the  command  of  their  Lord,'  and  said,  O  Saleh, 
cause  that  to  come  upon  us,  with  which  thou  hast  threatened  us,  if  thou 
art  one  of  those  who  have  been  sent  by  GOD.  Whereupon  a  terrible 
noise  from  heaven"^  assailed  them ;  and  in  the  morning  they  were  found 
in  their  dwellings  prostrate  on  their  breasts  and  dead^  And  Saleh 
departed  from  them,  and  said,"  O  my  people,  now  have  I  dehvered 
unto  you  the  message  of  my  Lord  ;  and  I  advised  you  well,  but  ye 
love  not  those  who  advise  you  well.  And  remember  Lot,^  when  he  said 
unto  his  people,  Do  ye  commit  a  wickedness,  wherein  no  creature  hath 
set  you  an  example  ?  Do  ye  approach  lustfully  unto  men,  leaving  the 
women  ?  Certainly  ye  are  people  who  transgress  all  modesty.  But  the 
answer  of  his  people  was  no  other  than  that  they  said  the  one  to  the 
other ^  Expel  them*^  your  city  ;  for  they  are  men  who  preserve  them- 
selves pureyr^OT  the  crimes  which  ye  commit.  Therefore  we  delivered 
him  and  his  family,  except  his  wife  ;  she  was  one  of  those  who  stayed 
behind:^  and  we  rained  a  shower  of  stones  upon  them.®  Behold  there- 
fore what  was  the  end  of  the  wicked.  And  unto  Madian*  we  sent  their 
brother  Shoaib."     He  said  unto  them,  O  my  people,  worship  GOD  ;  ye 

'  Defying  the  vengeance  with  which  they  were  threatened  ;  because  tliey  trusted  in  their 
strong  dwellings  hewn  in  the  rocks,  saying  that  the  tribe  of  Ad  perished  only  because  their 
houses  were  not  built  with  sufficient  strength. ^ 

""  Like  violent  and  repeated  claps  of  thunder,  which  some  say  was  no  other  tlian  the  voice  of 
the  angel  Gabriel,'*  and  which  rent  their  hearts. 5  It  is  said  that  after  they  had  killed  the  camel, 
Saleh  told  them  that  on  the  morrow  their  faces  should  become  yellow,  the  next  day  red,  and 
the  third  day  black,  and  that  on  the  fourth  God's  vengeance  should  light  on  them  ;  and  that 
the  first  three  signs  happening  accordingly,  they  sought  to  put  him  to  death,  but  GoD  delivered 
him  by  sending  him  into  Palestine. 6 

"  Mohammed,  in  the  expedition  of  Tabuc,  which  he  undertook  against  the  Greeks  in  the 
ninth  year  of  the  Hejra,  passing  by  Hejr,  where  this  ancient  tribe  had  dwelt,  forbade  his  army, 
though  much  distressed  with  heat  and  thirst,  to  draw  any  water  there,  but  ordered  them  if  they 
had  drunk  of  that  water  to  bring  it  up  again,  or  if  they  had  kneaded  any  meal  with  it,  to  give 
it  to  their  camels  ;7  and  wrapping  up  his  face  in  his  garment,  he  set  spurs  to  his  mule,  crying 
out.  Enter  not  the  houses  of  those  wicked  tnen,  but  rather  weep,  lest  that  happen  unto  you 
which  befell  them  ;  and  having  so  said,  he  continued  galloping  full  speed  with  his  face  muffled 
up,  till  he  had  passed  the  valley.^ 

o  Whether  this  speech  was  made  by  Saleh  to  them  at  parting,  as  seems  most  probable,  or 
after  the  judgment  had  fallen  on  them,  the  commentators  are  not  agreed. 

P  The  commentators  say,  conformably  to  the  scripture,  that  Lot  was  the  son  of  Haran,  the 
son  of  Azer  or  Terah,  and  consequently  Abraham's  nephew,  who  brought  hiia  with  him  from 
Chaldea  into  Palestine,  where  they  say  he  was  sent  by  God  to  reclaim  tiie  inhabitants  of  Sodom 
and  the  other  neighbouring  cities  which  were  overthrown  with  it,  from  the  unnatural  vice  to 
which  they  were  addicted. ^  And  this  Mohammedan  tradition  seems  to  be  countenanced  by 
the  words  of  the  apostle,  that  this  righteous  jitan  dwelling  among  thcin,  in  seeing  and  hearing 
vexed  his  righteotis  soul  from  day  to  dny  with  their  unlawful  deeds  ;^^  whence  it  is  probable 
that  he  omitted  no  opportunity  of  endeavouring  their  reformation.  The  story  of  Lot  is  told 
with  further  circumstances  in  the  eleventh  chapter. 

q  viz.,  Lot,  and  those  who  believe  on  him. 

'"  See  chap.  ii. 

'  See  ibid. 

•■  Or  Midian,  was  a  city  of  Hejaz,  and  the  habitation  of  a  tribe  oi  the  same  name,  the  de 
scendants  of  Midian,  the  son  ot  Abraham  by  Keturah.l  who  afterwards  coalesced  with  the 
Ismaelites,  as  it  seems  ;  Moses  naming  the  same  merchants  who  sold  Joseph  to  Poliphar,  in  one 
place  Ismaelites,'^  and  in  another  Midianites.-* 

This  city  was  situated  on  the  Red  Sea,  south-east  of  Mount  Sinai,  and  is  doubtless  the  same 
with  the  Modiana  of  Ptolemy ;  what  v/as  remaining  of  it  in  Mohammed's  time  was  soon  after 
demolished  in  the  succeeding  wars,4  and  it  remains  desolate  to  this  day.  The  people  of  the 
country  pretend  to  show  the  well  whence  Moses  watered  Jethro's  flocks.5 

"  Some  Mohammedan  writers  make  him  the  son  of  Mikail,  the  son  of  Yashjar,  the  son  of 

3  A'  Kessai.        4  See  the  PreUm.  Disc.  p.  6.  5  Abulfeda,  al  Beidawi.  6  Al  Beidawi. 

7  Abulted._  Vit.  Moh.  p.  124.         8  Al  Bokhari.         9  Vide  D'Herbelot,  Bibl.  Orient.  Art.  Loth. 
I"  2  Pet.  ii.  8.  1  Gen.  xxv.  2.  2  Gen.  xxxix.  i.  3  Gen.  xxxvii.  36.  4  Vide  Golii 

not.  in  Alf-ag.  p.  143.        5  Abulfed  Desc.  Arab.  p.  42.     Geogr.  Nub.  p.  10 
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have  no  GOD  besides  him.  Now  hath  an  evident  demonstration* 
come  unto  you  from  your  Lord.  Therefore  give  full  measure  and  just 
weight,  and  diminish  not  unto  men  ought  of  their  matters  -^  neither 
act  corruptly  in  the  earth,  after  its  reformation.^  This  will  be  better 
for  you,  if  ye  believe.  And  beset  not  every  way,  threatening  the  pas- 
senger f-  and  turning  aside  from  the  path  of  GOD  him  who  believeth 
in  him,  and  seeking  Co  make  it  crooked.  And  remem.ber,  when  ye 
were  few,  and  GOD  multiplied  you  :  and  behold,  what  hath  been  the 
end  of  those  who  acted  corruptly.  And  if  part  of  you  believeth  that 
wherewith  I  am  sent,  and  part  believe  not,  wait  patiently  until  GOD 
judge  between  us  ;  for  he  is  the  best  judge.  (IX.)  The  chiefs  of  his 
people,  who  were  elated  with  pride,  answered,  We  will  surely  cast  thee, 
O  Shoaib,  and  those  who  believe  with  thee,  out  of  our  city  ;  or  else 
thou  shalt  certainly  return  unto  our  religion.  He  said,  What,  though 
we  be  averse  thereto  ?  We  shall  surely  imagine  a  lie  against  God,  if 
we  return  unto  your  religion,  after  that  GOD  hath  delivered  us  from  the 
same  :  and  we  have  no  reason  to  return  unto  it,  unless  God  our  Lord 
shall  please  to  abandon  us.  Our  Lord  comprehendeth  everything  by 
hzs  knowledge.  In  God  do  we  put  our  trust.  O  Lord,  do  thou  judge 
between  us  and  our  nation  with  truth  ;  for  thou  art  the  best  judge. 
And  the  chiefs  of  his  people,  who  believed  not,  said,  If  ye  follow  Shoaib, 
ye  shall  surely  perish.  Therefore  a  storm  from  heaven^  assailed  them, 
and  in  the  morning  they  were  found  in  their  dwellings  dead  and  pros- 
trate. They  who  accused  Shoaib  of  imposture  became  as  though  they 
had  never  dwelt  therein  ;  they  who  accused  Shoaib  of  imposture 
perished  themselves.  And  he  departed  from  them,  and  said,  O  my 
people,  now  have  I  performed  unto  you  the  messages  of  my  Lord  ; 
and  I  advised  you  aright :  but  why  should  I  be  grieved  for  an  unbe- 
lieving people  ?  We  have  never  sent  any  prophet  unto  a  city,  but  we 
afflicted  the  inhabitants  thereof  with  calamity  and  adversity,  that  they 
might  humble  themselves.  Then  we  gave  them  in  exchange  good  in 
lieu  of  evil,  until  they  abounded,  and  said,  Adversity  and  prosperity 
formerly  happened  unto  our  fathers,  as  j/nto  us.     Therefore  we  took 

?\Iadian  fi  and  they  generally  supppose  him  to  be  the  same  perbon  with  the  father-in-law  of 
Moses,  who  is  named  in  scripture  Reuel  or  Raguel,  and  Jethro.7  But  Ahmed  Ebn  Abd'alhalim 
charges  those  who  entertain  this  opinion  with  ignorance.  Al  Kessai  says  that  his  father's  name 
was  Sanun,  and  that  he  was  first  called  Boyiln,  and  afterwards  Shoaib :  and  adds  that  he  was 
a  comely  person,  but  spare  and  lean,  very  thoughtful  and  of  few  words.  Doctor  Prideaux 
writes  this  name,  after  the  French  translation,  Chaib.8 

s  This  demonstration  the  commentators  suppose  to  have  been  a  power  of  working  miracles, 
though  the  Koran  mentions  none  in  particular.  However,  they  say  (after  the  Jews)  that  he 
gave  his  son-in-law  that  wonder-working  rod.^  with  which  he  performed  all  those  miracles  in 
Egypt  and  the  desert,  and  also  excellent  advice  and  instructions,!'^  whence  he  had  the  surname 
of  Khatib  al  anbiya,  or  x\\&  />reacher  to  the  prophets^-^ 

y  For  one  of  the  great  crimes  which  the  Midianites  were  guilty  of  was  the  using  of  divene 
measures  and  weights,  a  great  and  a  small,  buying  by  one  and  selling  by  another.l!* 

*  See  before,  p.  iie,  note  ™. 

a  Robbing  on  the  highway,  it  seems,  was  another  crying  sin  irequent  among  these  people. 
But  some  of  the  commentators  interpret  this  passage  figuratively,  ot  their  besetting  the  way  of 
truth,  and  tlireatening  tbose  who  gave  ear  to  the  remonstrances  of  Shoaib.13 

b  Like  that  which  destroyed  the  Thamudites.  Some  suppose  it  to  have  been  an  earthquake, 
for  the  original  word  signifies  either  or  both  ;  and  both  these  dreadful  calamities  may  well  be 
supposed  to  have  jointly  executed  the  divine  vengeance. 

6  Al  Beidawi,  Tarikh  Montakhab.  '  Exod.  ii.  18  ;  iii.  1.  8  Life  of  Mah.  p.  24. 

»  Al  Beidkwi.    Vide  Shalshel  hakkab.  p.  12.       10  Exod.  xviii.  13,  &c.       n  Vide  D'Herbelot. 
Bibl.  Orient.  Art.  Schoaib.         12  Vide  ibiti.  al  Beidawi.     See  Dcit.  xxv.  13,  14.         ^*  Idem 
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vengeance  on  them  suddenly,  and  they  perceived  it  not  beforehand. 
But  if  the  inhabitants  of  those  cities  had  believed  and  feared  God^  we 
would  surely  have  opened  to  them  blessings  both  from  heaven  and 
earth.  But  they  charged  our  apostles  with  falsehood  ;  wherefore  we 
took  vengeance  on  them,  for  that  which  they  had  been  guilty  of.  Were 
the  inhabitants  therefore  of  those  cities  secure  that  our  punishment 
should  not  fall  on  them  by  night,  while  they  slept?  Or  were  the 
inhabitants  of  those  cities  secure  that  our  punishment  should  not  fall 
on  them  by  day,  while  they  sported  1  Were  they  therefore  secure  from 
ihe  stratagem  of  God  ?°  But  none  will  think  himself  secure  from  the 
stratagem  of  GOD,  except  the  people  who  perish.  And  hath  it  not 
manifestly  appeared  unto  those  who  have  inherited  the  earth  after  the 
former  inhabitants  thereof,  that,  if  we  please,  we  can  afflict  them  for 
their  sins  ?  But  we  will  seal  up  their  hearts  ;  and  they  shall  not 
hearken.  We  will  relate  unto  thee  some  stories  of  these  cities.  Their 
apostles  had  come  unto  them  with  evident  miracles,  but  they  were  not 
disposed  to  believe  in  that  which  they  had  before  gainsaid.  Thus  will 
God  seal  up  the  hearts  of  the  unbelievers.  And  we  found  not  in  the 
greater  part  of  them  any  obse^'vatice  of  their  covenant ;  but  we  found 
the  greater  part  of  them  wicked  doers.  Then  we  sent,  after  the  above- 
nai7icd  apostles^  Moses  with  our  signs  unto  Pharaoh"^  and  his  princes  ; 
who  treated  them  unjustly  :®  but  behold  what  was  the  end  of  the 
corrupt  doers.  And  Moses  said,  O  Pharaoh,  verily  I  am  an  apostle 
sent  from  the  Lord  of  all  creatures.  It  is  just  that  I  should  not  speak 
of  God  other  than  the  truth.  Now  am  I  come  unto  you  with  an 
evident  sign  from  your  Lord  :  send  therefore  the  children  of  Israel 
away  with  me.  Pharaoh  answered,  If  thou  comest  with  a  sign, 
produce  it,  if  thou  speakest  truth.  Wherefore  he  cast  down  his  rod  ; 
and   behold,  it  became  a  visible  serpent.'     And  he  drew  forth  his 

*  Hereby  is  figurativelj'  expressed  the  manner  of  God's  dealing  with  proud  and  ungrateful 
men,  by  suffering  them  to  fill  up  the  measure  of  their  iniquity,  without  vouchsafing  to  bring 
them  to  a  sense  of  their  condition  by  chastisements  and  afflictions  till  they  find  themselves 
utterly  lost,  when  they  least  expect  it.l 

'1  This  was  the  common  title  or  name  of  the  kings  of  Egypt  (signifying  king  in  the  Coptic 
tongue),  as  Ptolemy  was  in  after  times  ;  and  as  Csesar  was  that  of  the  Roman  emperors,  and 
Khosm  that  of  the  kings  of  Persia.  Put  which  of  the  kings  of  Egypt  this  Pharaoh  of  Moses 
was,  is  uncertain.  Not  to  mention  the  opinions  of  the  European  writers,  those  of  the  east 
generally  suppose  him  to  have  been  al  V/alid,  who,  according  to  some,  was  an  Arab  of  the 
tribe  of  Ad,  or,  according  to  others,  the  son  of  Masab,  the  son  of  Riyan,  the  son  of  Walid^  the 
Amalekite.3  There  are  historians,  however,  who  suppose  Kabus,  the  brother  and  predecessor 
al  Walid,  was  the  prince  we  are  speaking  of ;  and  pretend  he  lived  six  hundred  and  twenty 
years,  and  reigned  four  hundred.  Which  is  more  reasonable,  at  least,  than  the  opinion  of  those 
who  imagine  it  was  his  father  Masab,  or  gi-andfather  Riyan. 4  Abulfeda  says  that  Masab  being 
one  hundred  and  seventy  years  old,  and  having  no  child,  while  he  kept  the  herds  saw  a  cow 
calve,  and  heard  her  say,  at  the  same  time,  O  Masab,  be  not  grieved,  for  thou  shalt  have  a 
uncked  son,  who  will  be  at  length  cast  hito  hell.  And  he  accordingly  had  this  Walid,  who 
afterwards  coming  to  be  king  of  Egypt,  proved  an  impious  tjTant. 

*  By  not  believing  therein. 

f  The  Arab  writers  tell  enormous  fables  of  this  serpent  or  dragon.  For  they  say  that  he  was 
hairy,  and  of  so  prodigious  a  size,  that  when  he  opened  his  mouth,  his  jaws  were  fourscore 
cubits  asunder,  and  when  he  laid  his  lower  jaw  on  the  ground,  his  upper  reached  to  the  top  of 
the  palace ;  that  Pharaoh  seeing  this  m.onster  make  towards  him,  fled  from  it,  and  was  so 
terribly  frightened  that  he  befouled  him.self ;  and  that  the  whole  assembly  also  betaking  them- 
selves to  their  heels,  no  less  than  twenty-five  thousand  of  them  lost  their  lives  in  the  press. 
They  add  that  Pharaoh  upon  this  adjured  Moses  by  God  who  had  sent  him,  to  take  away  the 

I  Al  Beidawi.  8  See  Prelim.  Disc.  p.  7.  3  Abulfeda,  &c.  *  Kitab  tafsif  kbib.  and 
al  Keshat 
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hand  oid  of  his  bosom  j  and  behold,  it  appeared  white  unto  the  spec- 
tators.8  The  chiefs  of  the  people  of  Pharaoh  said,  This  man  is 
certainly  an  expert  magician  :  he  seeketh  to  dispossess  you  of  your 
land  ;  what  therefore  do  ye  direct  ?  They  answered,  Put  off  him 
and  his  brother  by  fair  promises  for  some  time,  and  in  the  meanwhile 
send  unto  the  cities  persons  who  may  assemble  and  bring  unto  thee 
every  expert  magician.  So  the  magicians^  came  unto  Pharaoh  ;  and 
they  said,  Shall  we  surely  receive  a  reward,  if  we  do  overcome?  He 
answered,  Yea  ;  and  ye  shall  certainly  be  of  those  who  approach  near 
unto  my  throne.  They  said,  O  Moses,  either  do  thou  cast  down  thy 
rod  first,  or  we  will  cast  down  ours.  Moses  answered.  Do  ye  cast  down 
your  rods  first.  And  when  they  had  cast  them  down,  they  enchanted 
the  eyes  of  the  men  who  were  present,  and  terrified  them  ;  and  they 
performed  a  great  enchantment.*  And  we  spake  by  revelation  unto 
Moses,  sayi7io,  Throw  down  thy  rod.  And  behold,  it  swallowed  up  the 
rods  which  they  had  caused  falsely  to  appear  changed  tJito  serpents.^ 
Wherefore  the  truth  was  confirmed,  and  that  which  they  had  wrought 
vanished.  And  Pharaoh  and  his  tnagicians  were  overcome  there,  and 
were  rendered  contemptible.  And  the  magicians  prostrated  themselves, 
worshipping  ;  and  they  said,  We  believe  in  the  LORD  of  all  creatures, 
the  Lord  of  Moses  and  Aaron.^  Pharaoh  said,  Have  ye  believed  on 
him,  before  I  have  given  you  permission  ?  Verily  this  is  a  plot  which 
ye  have  contrived  in  the  city,  that  ye  might  cast  forth  from  thence 

serpent,  and  promised  he  would  believe  on  him,  and  let  the  Israelites  go;  but  when  Moses  had 
done  what  he  requested,  he  relapsed,  and  grew  as  hardened  as  before.^ 

6  There  is  a  tradition  that  Moses  was  a  very  swarthy  man  ;  and  that  when  he  put  his  hand 
into  his  bosom,  and  drew  it  out  again,  it  became  extremely  white  and  splendid,  surpassing  the 
brightness  of  the  sun. 6  Marracci^  says  we  do  not  read  in  scripture  that  Moses  showed  this 
sign  before  Pharaoh.  It  is  true,  the  scripture  does  not  expressly  say  so,  but  it  seems  to  be  no 
more  than  a  necessary  inference  from  that  passage  where  God  tells  Moses  that  if  they  will  not 
hearken  to  the  first  sign,  they  will  believe  the  latter  sign,  and  if  they  will  not  believe  these  two 
signs,  then  directs  him  to  turn  the  water  into  blood. 8 

*>  The  Arabian  writers  name  several  of  these  magicians,  besides  their  chief  priest  Simeon,  \\?.., 
Sanilr  and  Ghadiir,  Jaath  and  Mosfa,  Waran  and  Zaman,  each  of  whom  came  attended  with 
their  disciples,  amounting  in  all  to  several  thousands. ^ 

'  They  provided  themselves  with  a  great  number  of  thick  ropes  and  long  pieces  of  wood, 
which  they  contrived,  by  some  means,  to  move,  and  make  them  twist  themselves  one  over  the 
other,  and  so  imposed  on  the  beholders,  who  at  a  distance  took  them  to  be  true  serpents.^ 

^  The  expositors  add,  that  when  this  serpent  had  swallowed  up  all  the  rods  and  cords,  he 
made  directly  towards  the  assembly,  and  put  them  into  so  great  a  terror  that  they  fled,  and  a 
considerable  number  were  killed  in  the  crowd  ;  then  Moses  took  it  uj.  and  it  became  a  rod  in 
his  hand  as  before.  Whereupon  the  magicians  declared  that  it  couM  be  no  enchantment, 
because  in  such  case  their  rods  and  cords  would  not  have  disappeared.^ 

1  It  seems  probable  that  all  the  magicians  were  not  converted  by  this  miracle,  for  some 
writers  introduce  Sadilr  and  Ghadur  only,  acknowledging  Moses's  miracle  to  be  wrought  by 
the  power  of  God.  These  two,  they  say,  were  brothers,  and  the  sons  of  a  famous  magician, 
then  dead  ;  but  on  their  being  sent  for  to  court  on  this  occasion,  their  mother  persuaded  them 
to  go  to  their  father's  tomb  to  ask  his  advice.  Ceing  come  to  the  tomb,  the  father  answered 
their  call  ;  and  when  they  had  acquainted  him  with  the  affair,  he  told  them  that  they  should 
inform  themselves  whether  the  rod  of  which  they  spoke  became  a  serpent  while  its  m.xsters 
slept,  or  only  when  they  were  awake  ;  for,  said  he,  enchantments  have  no  efl^ect  while  the 
enchanter  is  asleep,  and  therefore  if  it  be  otherwise  in  this  case,  you  may  be  assured  that  ihey 
act  by  a  divine  power.  These  two  magicians  then,  arriving  at  the  capital  of  Egypt,  un  inquiry 
found,  to  their  great  astonishment,  that  when  Moses  and  Aaron  went  to  rest,  their  rod  became 
a  serpent,  and  guarded  them  while  they  slept.3  And  this  was  the  first  step  towards  their 
conversion. 

^0  Al  Beidawi.        «  Idem.  7  In  Ale.  p.  284.  8  Kxod.  iv.  8,  9.         »  Vide  D'Herbelot, 

Bibl.  Orient.  Art.  Mousa,  p.  643,  &c.     Al  Kessai.  1  Al  Beidawi.     Vide  D'Herbelot,  ubi 

sup.  and  Kor.  c.  20.        2  ^1  Beidawi.        3  Vide  D'Herbel.  uLi.  sqp. 
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the  inhabitants  thereof."  But  ye  shall  surely  know  that  I  am  your 
master;  for  I  will  cause  your  hands  and  your  feet  to  be  cut  off  on  the 
opposite  sides,"  then  will  I  cause  you  all  to  be  crucified.*'  The  magi- 
cians answered,  We  shall  certainly  return  unto  our  Lord,  in  the  next 
Ufe;  for  thou  takest  vengeance  on  us  only  because  we  have  believed 
in  the  signs  of  our  LORD,  when  they  have  come  unto  us.  O  Lord 
pour  on  us  patience,  and  cause  us  to  die  Moslems.^  And  the  chiefs 
of  Pharaoh's  people  said,  Wilt  thou  let  Moses  and  hia  people  go,  that 
they  may  act  corruptly  in  the  earth,  and  leave  thee  and  thy  gods  ?** 
Pharaoh  answered,  We  will  cause  their  male  children  to  be  slain  and 
we  will  suffer  their  females  to  live  ;^  and  by  that  means  we  shall  pre- 
vail over  them.  Moses  said  unto  his  people,  Ask  assistance  of  GuD, 
and  suffer  patiently  ;  for  the  earth  is  GOD's,  he  giveth  it  for  an  inherit- 
ance unto  such  of  his  servants  as  he  pleaseth  :  and  the  prosperot(stx\^ 
shall  be  unto  those  who  fear  hiin.  They  answered.  We  have  been 
afflicted  by  having  our  male  children  slai?t^  before  thou  camest  unto  us, 
and  also  since  thou  hast  come  unto  us.  Moses  said,  Peradventure  it  may 
happen  that  your  LORD  will  destroy  your  enemy,  and  will  cause  you  to 
succeed  hi7n  in  the  earth,  that  he  may  see  how  ye  will  act  therein.  And 
we  formerly  punished  the  people  of  Pharaoh  with  dearth  and  scarcity 
of  fruits,  that  they  might  be  warned.  Yet  when  good  happened  unto 
them,  they  said,  This  is  owing  unto  us  :  but  if  evil  befell  them,  they 
attributed  the  sa7?te  to  the  ill  luck  of  Moses,  and  those  who  were  with 
him.'  Was  not  their  ill  luck  with  GoD  1^  but  most  of  them  knew  it 
not.  And  they  said  iinto  Moses,  Whatever  sign  thou  show  unto  us,  to 
enchant  us  therewith,  we  will  not  believe  on  thee.  Wherefore  we  sent 
upon  them  a  flood,"  and  locusts,  and  lice,*  and  frogs,  and  blood  ;  dis- 

"  i.e.,  -This  is  a  confederacy  between  you  and  Moses,  entered  into  before  ye  left  the  city  to 

fo  to  the  place  of  appointment,  to  turn  out  the  Copts,  or  native  Egyptians,  and  establish  the 
sraelites  in  their  stead. ^ 

"  That  is,  your  right  hands  and  your  left  feet. 

0  Some  say  Pharaoh  was  the  first  inventor  of  this  ignominious  and  painful  punishment. 

P  Some  think  these  converted  magicians  were  executed  accordingly ;  but  others  deny  it,  and 
say  that  the  king  was  not  able  to  put  them  to  death,  insisting  on  these  words  of  the  Koran,* 
Von  trvo,  ajid  they  wJiofollozoyoii,  shall  overcome. 

q  Which  were  the  stars,  or  other  idols.  But  some  of  the  commentators,  from  certain  imi^ious 
expressions  of  this  prince,  recorded  in  the  Koran, 1  whereby  he  sets  up  himself  as  the  only  god 
of  his  subjects,  suppose  that  he  was  the  object  of  their  worship,  and  therefore  instead  of 
alih-ataca,  thy  gods,  read  ilahataca,  thy  worship,^ 

•■  That  is,  we  will  continue  to  make  use  of  the  same  cruel  policy  to  keep  the  Israelites  in 
subjection,  as  we  have  hitherto  done.  The  commentators  say  that  Pharaoh  came  to  this 
resolution  because  he  had  either  been  admonished  in  a  dream,  or  by  the  astrologers  or  diviners, 
that  one  of  that  nation  should  subvert  his  kingdom. -^ 

*  Looking  on  him  and  his  followers  as  the  occasion  of  those  calamities.  The  original  word 
properly  signifies  to  take  an  omifions  and  sinister  presage  of  any  future  event,  from  the  flight 
of  birds,  or  the  like. 

'  By  vvhose  will  and  decree  they  were  so  afflicted,  as  a  punishment  for  their  wickedness. 

"  This  inundation,  they  say,  was  occasioned  by  unusual  rains,  which  continued  eight  days 
together,  and  the  overflowing  of  the  Nile;  and  not  only  covered  their  lands,  but  came  into 
their  houses,  and  rose  as  high  as  their  backs  and  necks  ;  but  the  children  of  Israel  had  no  rain 
in  their  quarters.-*  As  there  is  no  mention  of  any  such  miraculous  inundation  in  the  Mosaic 
writings,  some  have  imagined  this  plague  to  have  been  either  a  pestilence,  or  the  smali-pox, 
or  some  other  epidemical  distemper.5  For  the  word  tn/dn,  which  is  used  in  this  place,  and  is 
generally  rendered  a  deluge,  may  also  signify  any  other  universal  destruction  or  mortality. 

«  Some  will  have  these  insects  to  have  been  a  larger  sort  of  tick  ;  others,  the  young  locusts 
before  they  have  wings. <> 

4  Al  Beidawi.  8  Cap.  28.  ^  Ibid,  and  c.  26,  &c.  «  Al  BeidSv/i,  S  Idem 

Jallalo'ddin.        *  Idem,  Abulfed,        ^  Al  Beidawi.        6  idem. 
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tinct  miracles  :  but  they  behaved  proudly,  and  became  a  wicked  people. 
And  when  the  plague^  fell  on  them,  they  said,  O  Moses,  entreat  thy 
Lord  for  us,  according  to  that  which  he  hath  covenanted  with  thee  : 
verily  if  thou  take  the  plague  from  off  us,  we  will  surely  believe  thee, 
and  we  will  let  the  children  of  Israel  go  with  thee.  But  when  we  had 
taken  the  plague  from  off  them,  until  the  term  which  God  had  grantea 
ihcm  was  expired,  behold,  they  broke  their  promise.  Wherefore  we 
took  vengeance  on  them,  and  drowned  them  in  the  Red  Sea  ;*  because 
they  charged  our  signs  with  falsehood,  and  neglected  them.  And  we 
caused  the  people  who  had  been  rendered  weak,  to  inherit  the  eastern 
parts  of  the  earth  and  the  western  parts  thereof,*^  which  we  blessed  with 
fertility ;  and  the  gracious  word  of  thy  LORD  was  fulfilled  on  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel,  for  that  they  had  endured  with  patience  :  and  we  de- 
stroyed the  strnctui'es  which  Pharaoh  and  his  people  had  made,  and  that 
which  they  had  erected.''  And  we  caused  the  children  of  Israel  to  pass 
through  the  sea,  and  they  came  unto  a  people  who  gave  themselves  up 
to  tJie  worship  <?/"  their  idols  f  and  they  said,  O  Moses,  make  us  a  god 
in  like  manner  as  these  people  have  gods.  Moses  answered,  Verily  ye 
are  an  ignorant  people  :  for  the  7'eligion  which  these  follow  will  be  de- 
stroyed, and  that  which  they  do  is  vain.  He  said,  Shall  I  seek  for  you 
any  other  god  than  GOD  ;  since  he  hath  preferred  you  to  the  rest  of  the 
world  ?  And  revieviber  when  we  delivered  you  from  the  people  of 
Pharaoh,  who  grievously  oppressed  you  ;  they  slew  your  male  children, 
find  let  your  females  live  :  therein  was  a  great  trial  from  your  Lord. 
And  we  appointed  unto  Moses  <i;y??j/ ^thirty  nights  before  we  gave  hifii 
the  law^  and  we  completed  them  by  adding  of  ten  mo7-e;  and  the 
stated  time  of  his  Lord  was  fulfilled  in  forty  nights.  And  Moses  said 
unto  his  brother  Aaron,  Be  thou  my  deputy  among  my  people  during 
my  absence;  and  behave  uprighdy,  and  follow  not  the  way  of  tlie  cor- 
rupt doers.  And  when  Moses  came  at  our  appointed  time,  and  his 
Lord  spake  unto  him,®  he  said,  O  LORD,  Show  me  tliy  glory,  that  I 
may  behold  thee.    God  answered.  Thou  shalt  in  no  wise  behold  me  ; 

y  viz.,  Any  of  the  calamities  ah-eady  mentioned,  or  the  pestilence  which  God  sent  upon  them 
nficrwards. 

"  See  this  wonderful  event  more  particularly  described  in  the  tenth  ond  twentieth  chapters. 

*  That  is,  the  land  of  Syria,  of  which  the  eastern  geograph.ers  reckon  Palestine  a  part,  and 
wlierein  the  commentators  say  the  children  of  Israel  succeeded  the  kings  of  Egypt  and  the 
Ainalekites.l 

*>  Particularly  the  lofty  tower  which  Pharaoh  caused  to  be  built,  that  he  might  attack  the 
(jOD  of  Moses. 2 

^  These  people  some  will  have  to  be  of  the  tribe  of  Amalek,  whom  Moses  was  commanded  to 
destroy,  and  others  of  the  tribe  of  Lakhm.  Their  idols,  it  is  said,  were  images  of  oxen,  which 
gave  the  fir'^t  hint  to  the  making  of  the  golden  calf.-^ 

''  The  ccirjiicntators  say  that  God,  having  promised  Moses  to  give  him  the  law,  directed  him 
to  prepare  himself  for  llie  high  favour  of  speaking  with  Gon  in  person  by  a  fast  of  thirty  daj''^ ; 
and  that  Moses  accordingly  fasted  the  whole  month  of  Dhu'lkaada ;  but  not  liking  the  savour 
of  \\\i  breath,  lie  rubbed  his  teeth  with  a  dentifrice,  upon  which  the  angels  told  him  that  hJs 
breath  before  had  the  odonr  of  musk,^  but  that  his  rubbing  his  teeth  had  taken  it  away. 
Whereupon  Gon  ordered  him  to  fast  ten  days  more,  which  he  did  ;  and  these  were  tk.e  first  ten 
days  of  the  succeeding  month  Dhu'lhajja.  Others,  however,  suppose  that  Moses  was  com* 
inanded  to  fast  and  pray  thirty  daj'sonly,  and  that  during  the  other  ten  God  discoursed  with 
him.5 

*  Without  the  mediation  of  any  other,  and  face  to  face,  as  he  speaks  unto  the  angeh  • 

1  Idem.         2  Vide  Kor.  c.  28  and  40.         "^  Al  neid.^wi.         *  See  the  Prelim.  Disc    Sect 
'»  Al  l'>eidawi.  Tallalo'ddin.  ^  Al  nddawL    Vide  D'Herbel.  Dibl.  Orient,  p.  650. 
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but  look  towards  the  mountain/  and  if  it  stand  firm  in  its  place,  then 
f,halt  thou  see  me.  But  when  his  LORD  appeared  with  glory  in  the 
mount,s  he  reduced  it  to  dust.  And  Moses  fell  down  in  a  swoon. 
And  when  he  came  to  himself,  he  said,  Praise  be  unto  thee  !  I  turn 
unto  thee  with  repentance,  and  I  a7n  the  first  of  true  believers.^  God 
said  ii7ito  him^  O  Moses,  I  have  chosen  thee  above  all  men,  by  honour- 
ing thee  with  my  commissions,  and  by  my  speaking  unto  thee:  receive 
therefore  that  which  I  have  brought  thee,  and  be  07ie  of  those  who  give 
thanks.*  And  we  wrote  for  him  on  the  tables'^  an  admonition  concern- 
ing every  matter,  and  a  decision  in  every  case,^  and  said,  Receive  this 
with  reverence  ;  and  command  thy  people  that  they  live  according  to 
the  most  excellent  precepts  thereof.  I  will  show  you  the  dwelling  of 
the  wicked.™  I  will  turn  aside  from  my  signs  those  who  behave  them- 
selves proudly  in  the  earth,  without  justice  :  and  although  they  see 
every  sign,  yet  they  shall  not  believe  therein  ;  and  although  they  see 
the  way  of  righteousness,  yet  they  shall  not  take  that  way ;  but  if  they 
see  the  way  of  error,  they  shall  take  that  way.  This  shall  come  to  pass 
because  they  accuse  our  signs  of  imposture,  and  neglect  the  same. 
But  as  for  them  who  deny  the  truth  of  our  signs  and  the  meeting  of  the 
life  to  come,  their  works  shall  be  vain  :  shall  they  be  rewarded  other- 
wise than  according  to  what  they  shall  have  wrought?  And  the  people 
of  Moses,  after  his  departure,  took  a  corporeal  calf,"  made  of  their 
ornaments,"  which  lowed. ^  Did  they  not  see  that  it  spake  not  unto 
them,  neither  directed  them  in  the  vvay?  yet  they  took  it  for  their 
god,  and  acted  wickedly.  But  when  they  repented  with  sorrow,^  and 
saw  that  they  had  gone  astray,  they  said.  Verily  if  our  Lord  have 
not  mercy  upon  us,  and  forgive  us  not,  we  shall  certainly  become  oj 
the  7iumber  of  those  who  perish.  And  when  Moses  returned  unto  his 
people,  full  of  wrath  and  indignation,  he  said.  An  evil  thing  is  it  that 
ye  have  committed  after  my  departure;  have  ye  hastened  the  command 

f  This  mountain  the  Mohammedans  name  al  Zabir. 

e  Or,  as  it  is  literally,  iiiito  the  tnouiit.  For  some  of  the  expositors  pretend  that  God  endued 
the  mountain  with  life  and  the  sense  of  seeing. 

^  Tliis  is  not  to  be  taken  strictly.     See  the  like  expression  in  chapter  6,  p.  qo. 

J  The  Mohammedans  have  a  tradition  that  Moses  asked  to  see  GoD  on  the  day  of  Arafai, 
and  that  he  received  the  law  on  the  day  they  slay  the  victims  at  the  pilgrimage  of  Mecca, 
which  days  are  the  ninth  and  tenth  of  Dhu'lhajja. 

^  These  tables,  according  to  some,  were  seven  in  number,  and  according  to  others  ten.  Nor 
are  the  commentators  agreed  whether  they  were  cut  out  of  a  kind  of  lote-tree  in  paradise  called 
al  Sedra,  or  whether  they  were  chysolites,  emeralds,  rubies,  or  common  stone. 1  But  they  say 
that  they  were  each  ten  or  twe'vecubits  long  ;  for  they  suppose  that  not  only  the  ten  comm.and- 
ments  but  the  whole  law  was  wr  iten  thereon:  and  some  add  that  the  letters  were  cut  quite 
through  the  tables,  so  that  they  might  be  read  on  both  sides^ — which  is  a  fable  of  the  Jews. 

'That  is,  a  perfect  law  comprehending  all  necessary  instructions,  as  well  in  regard  to  re- 
ligious and  moral  duties,  as  the  admm'stration  of  justice. 

""  viz..  The  desolate  habitations  of  the  Egyptians,  or  those  of  the  impious  tribes  of  Ad  and 
Thamud,  or  perhaps  hell,  the  dwelling  of  the  ungodly  in  the  other  world. 

"  That  is,  as  some  understand  it,  consisting  of  flesh  and  blood  ;  or,  as  others,  being  a  mere 
body  or  mass  of  metal,  withuut  a  soul. 3 

0  .Such  as  their  rings  and  bracelets  of  guid  and  silver.* 
P  See  chapter  20,  and  the  notes  to  chapter  2,  p.  6. 

1  Father  Marracci  seems  not  to  have  understood  the  meaning  of  this  phrase,  having  literally 
translated  the  Arabic  words,  7vn  lo.jiunn  sokita /I  eidihim,  without  any  manner  of  sense,  F.t 
(um  cadere /actus futsset  in  manibus  eoritvi, 

'  .\1  Beidawi,  "  Vide  D'Herbel.  ubi  sup.  3  Al  Beidawi,  See  cap.  5r»,  and  the  rotrj  t.; 
cap   3,  p.  6.         4  Vide  ibid. 
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of  your  Lord  ?'  And  he  threw  down  the  tables,*  and  took  his  brother 
by  the  hair  of  the  head,  and  dragged  him  unto  him.  Ajid  Aaron  said 
unto  him,  Son  of  my  mother.  Verily  the  people  prevailed  against  mc,* 
and  it  wanted  little  but  they  had  slain  me  :  make  not  ;;z7  enemies  there- 
fore to  rejoice  over  me,  neither  place  me  with  the  wicked  people.  Moses 
said,  O  Lord,  forgive  me  and  my  brother,  and  receive  us  into  thy 
mercy;  for  thou  art  the  most  merciful  of  those  who  exercise  mercy. 
Verily  as  for  them  who  took  the  C2i\i  for  their  god,  indignation  shall 
overtake  them  from  their  Lord,"  and  ignominy  in  this  life :  thus  will 
we  reward  those  who  imagine  falsehood.  But  unto  them  who  do  evil, 
and  afterwards  repent  and  believe  in  God,  verily  thy  Lord  will  there- 
after be  clement  a?id  merciful.  And  when  the  anger  of  Moses  was 
appeased,  he  took  the  tables  f  and  in  what  was  written  thereon  was  a 
ilirection  and  mercy  unto  those  who  feared  their  Lord.  And  IMoses 
chose  out  of  his  people  seventy  men,  to  go  up  with  him  to  the  mountain 
at  the  time  appointed  by  us :  and  when  a  storm  of  thunder  and  light- 
ning had  taken  them  away,y  he  said,  O  Lord,  if  thou  hadst  pleased, 
thou  hadst  destroyed  them  before,  and  me  also;  wilt  thou  destroy  us 
for  that  which  the  foolish  men  among  us  have  committed  .<*  This  is  only 
thy  trial ;  thou  wilt  thereby  lead  into  error  whom  thou  pleasest,  and 
thou  wilt  direct  whom  thou  pleasest.  Thou  art  our  protector,  therefore 
forgive  us,  and  be  merciful  unto  us ;  for  thou  art  the  best  of  those  who 
forgive.  And  write  down  for  us  good  in  this  world,  and  in  the  life  to 
come  ;  for  unto  thee  are  we  directed.  God  answered,  I  will  inflict  my 
punishment  on  whom  I  please ;  and  my  mercy  extendeth  overall  things  : 
and  I  will  write  down  good  unto  those  who  shall  fear  me,  and  give  alms, 
and  who  shall  believe  in  our  signs ;  who  shall  follow  the  apostle,  the 
illiterate  prophet,*  whom  they  shall  find  written  down*  with  them  in  the 
law  and  the  gospel :  he  will  command  them  that  which  is  just,  and  will 
forbid  them  that  which  is  evil ;  and  will  allow  unto  them  as  lawful  the 
good  things  which  wej'e  before  forbidden,^  and  will  prohibit  those  which 
are  bad  f  and  he  will  ease  them  of  their  heavy  burden,  and  of  the  yokes 
which  were  upon  them.'^  And  those  who  believe  on  him,  and  honour 
him,  and  assist  him,  and  follow  the  light  which  hath  been  sent  down 
with  him,  shall  be  happy.  Say,  O  men,  Verily  I  am  the  messenger  of 
God  unto  you  all  f  unto  him  belongeth  the  kingdom  of  heaven  and 
earth ;  there  is  no  GOD  but  he ;  he  giveth  life,  and  he  causeth  to  die. 
Believe  therefore  in  GoD  and  his  apostle,  the  illiterate  prophet,  who 
believcth  in  GOD  and  his  word;  and  follow  him,  that  yemaybe?7^////>' 

^  Py  neglecting  his  precepts,  and  bringing  down  his  swift  vengeance  on  yon. 
■  Which  were  all  broken  and  taken  up  to  heaven,  except  one  only;  and  this,  the}'  say,  con- 
tained tiie  threats  and  judicial  ordinances,  and  was  afterwards  put  into  the  ark. I 
'  Literally,  rendered  ine  weak, 
"  See  chapter  2,  p.  6. 

»  Or  the  fragments  of  that  which  was  left. 
y  See  chapter  7,  p.  6,  and  chapter  4,  p.  70. 
«  That  is,  Mohammed.     See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  11. 

•  2'.e.,  Both  foretold  by  name  and  certain  description. 
*>  See  chapter  3,  p.  37. 

"^  As  the  eating  of  blood  and  .swine's  flesh,  and  the  taking  of  usury,  &c. 
'^  See  chapter  2,  p.  31. 

*  That  is,  to  all  mankind  in  general,  and  not  to  one  particular  nation,  as  the  fonner  prop!  cts 
were  sent. 

1  Al  lieidawi.     Vide  D'Herbel.  ubi  sup.  p.  649. 
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directed.  Of  the  people  of  Moses  ihej'e  is  a  party'  who  direct  others 
with  truth,  and  act  justly  according  to  the  same.  And  we  divided 
them  into  twelve  tribes,  as  into  so  many  nations.  And  we  spake  by 
revelation  unto  Moses,  when  his  people  asked  drink  of  him,  and  ive 
said.  Strike  the  rock  with  thy  rod;  and  there  gushed  thereout  twelve 
fountainSjS  and  men  knew  their  respective  drinking-place.  And  we 
caused  clouds  to  overshadow  them,  and  manna  and  quails^  to  descend 
upon  them,  sayings  Eat  of  the  good  things  which  we  have  given  you 
for  food :  and  they  injured  not  us,  but  they  injured  their  own  souls. 
And  call  to  mind  when  it  was  said  unto  them,  Dwell  in  this  city,*  and 
eat  of  the  provisions  thereof  wherever  ye  will,  and  say,  Forgiveness ! 
and  enter  the  gate  worshipping :  we  will  pardon  you  your  sins,  and 
will  give  increase  unto  the  well-doers.  But  they  who  were  ungodly 
among  them  changed  the  expression  into  another,^  which  had  not  been, 
spoken  unto  them.  Wherefore  we  sent  down  upon  them  indignation 
from  heaven,  because  they  had  transgressed.  And  ask  them  concerning 
the  city,^  which  was  situate  on  the  sea,  when  they  transgressed  on  the 
sabbath  day :  when  their  fish  came  unto  them  on  their  sabbath  day, 
appeari7ig  openly  07i  the  water;  but  on  the  day  whereon  they  celebrated 
no  sabbath,  they  came  not  unto  them.  Thus  did  we  prove  them,  because 
they  were  wicked  doers.  And  when  a  party  of  them™  said  unto  the 
^//z^'ri",  Why  do  ye  warn  a  people  whom  GOD  will  destroy,  or  will  punish 
with  a  grievous  punishment  .-^  They  answered.  This  is  an  excusey^r  ?/j 
unto  your  Lord  ;"  and  peradventure  they  will  beware.  But  when  they 
had  forgotten  the  admonitions  which  had  been  given  them,  we  delivered 
those  who  forbade  them  to  do  evil ;  and  we  inflicted  on  those  who  had 
transgressed,  a  severe  punishment,  because  they  had  acted  wickedly. 
And  when  they  proudly  refused  to  desist  from  what  had  been  forbidden 
them,  we  said  unto  them.  Be  ye  transformed  into  apes,  driven  away 
from  the  society  of  men.  And  remember  when  thy  Lord  declared  that 
he  would  surely  send  against  the  Jews^  until  the  day  of  resurrection, 

fviz.,  Those  Jews  wlio  seemed  better  disposed  than  the  rest  of  their  brethren  to  receive 
Mohammed's  law;  or  perliaps  such  of  them  as  had  actually  received  it.  Some  imagine  they 
were  a  Jewish  nation  dwelling  somewhere  beyond  China,  which  Mohammed  saw  the  night  he 
made  his  journey  to  heaven,  and  who  believed  on  him.l 

e  See  chapter  2,  p.  7. 

To  what  is  said  m  the  notes  there,  we  may  add  that,  according  to  a  certain  tradition,  the 
stone  on  which  this  miracle  was  wrought  was  thrown  down  from  paradise  by  Adam,  and  came 
into  the  possession  of  Shoaib,  who  gave  it  with  the  rod  to  Moses;  and  that,  according  to 
another,  the  water  issued  thence  by  three  orifices  on  each  of  the  four  sides  of  the  stone,  making 
twelve  in  all,  and  that  it  ran  in  so  many  rivulets  to  the  quarter  of  each  tribe  in  the  camp. 2 

l»  See  chapter  2,  p.  7. 

>  See  this  passage  explained,  ibid. 

k  Professor  Sike  says,  that  being  prone  to  leave  spiritual  for  worldly  matters,  instead  ol 
Hittaton  they  said  Hintaton,  which  signifies  wheat, ^  and  comes  much  nearer  the  true  word 
than  the  expression  I  have  in  the  last  place  quoted,  set  down  Irom  Jalallo'ddin.  Whether  he 
took  this  from  the  same  commentator  or  not  does  not  certainly  appear,  though  he  mentions 
him  just  before ;  but  if  he  did,  his  copy  must  differ  from  that  which  I  have  followed. 

1  This  city  was  Ailah  or  Elath,  on  the  Red  Sea;  though  some  pretend  it  was  Midian,  and 
others  Tiberias.  The  whole  story  is  already  given  in  the  notes  to  chapter  2,  p.  8.  Some  sup- 
pose the  following  five  or  eight  verses  to  have  been  revealed  at  Medina. 

*"  viz..  The  religious  persons  among  them,  who  strictly  observed  the  Sabbath,  and  endeavoured 
to  reclaim  the  others,  till  they  despaired  of  success.  But  some  think  these  words  were  spoken 
by  the  offenders,  in  answer  to  the  admonitions  of  the  others. 

*'  1  hat  we  have  done  our  duty  in  dissuading  them  from  their  wickedness. 

i  Al  Beidawi.        "  Idem.        3  Sike.  in  not.  ad  Evang.  Infant,  p.  71. 


122  AL  KORAN.  CHAP.  VII. 

^onie  nation  who  should  aflhct  them  with  a  grievotts  oppression  :°  for 
thy  Lord  is  swift  in  punishing,  and  he  is  also  ready  to  forgive  mid 
merciful  :  and  we  dispersed  them  among  the  nations  in  the  earth. 
Some  of  them  are  upright  persons,  and  some  of  them  are  otherwise. 
And  we  proved  them  with  prosperity  and  with  adversity,  that  they 
might  xtXViXVifrom  iJieir  disobedience;  and  a  succession  oj  their  posterity 
hath  succeeded  after  them,  who  have  inherited  the  book  of  the  law^ 
who  receive  the  temporal  goods  of  this  world,^  and  say,  It  will  surely 
be  forgiven  us  :  and  if  a  temporal  advantage  like  the  former  be  offered 
them,  they  accept  it  also.  Is  not  the  covenant  of  the  book  of  the  law 
established  with  them,  that  they  should  not  speak  of  God  ought  but 
the  truth  ?*^  Yet  they  diligently  read  that  which  is  therein.  But  the 
enjoyment  of  the  next  life  luill  be  better  for  those  who  fear  God  tha?i  the 
wicked  gains  of  these  people  (Do  ye  not  therefore  understand  ?)  and 
for  those  who  hold  fast  the  book  of  the  law,  and  are  constant  at  prayer: 
for  we  will  by  no  means  suffer  the  reward  of  the  righteous  to  perish. 
And  when  we  shook  the  mountain  of  Sinai  over  them,^  as  though  it 
had  been  a  covering,  and  they  imagined  that  it  was  falling  upon  them ; 
and  we  said,  Receive  the  law  which  we  have  brought  you,  with  reve- 
rence ;  and  remember  that  which  is  contained  therein,  that  ye  may  take 
heed.  And  when  thy  Lord  drew  forth  their  posterity  from  the  loins 
of  the  sons  of  Adam,*  and  took  them  to  witness  against  themselves, 
sayings  Am  not  I  your  Lord  ?  They  answered.  Yea  :  we  do  bear 
witness.  This  was  done  lest  ye  should  say,  at  the  day  of  resurrection. 
Verily  we  were  negligent  as  to  this  matter,  because  we  were  not  apprised 
thereof :  or  lest  ye  should  say.  Verily  our  fathers  were  formerly  guilty 
of  idolatry,  and  we  are  their  posterity  who  have  succeeded  them  ; 
(vilt  thou  therefore  destroy  us  for  that  which  vain  men  have  committed? 
Thus  do  we  explain  oJir  signs,  that  they  may  return y>'<??;z  their  vanities. 
And  relate  unto  the  feivs  the  history  of  him  unto  whom  we  brought 
our  signs,*  and  he  departed  from  them ;  wherefore  Satan  followed  him, 

0  See  chapter  5,  p.  82,  note  6.         _ 

P  By  accepting  of  bribes  for  wresting  judgment,  and  for  corrupting  the  copies  of  the  Penta* 
tench,  and  by  extorting  of  usury,  &c.l 

<i  Particularly  by  giving  out  that  GoDwill  forgive  their  corruption  without  sincere  repentance 
and  amendment. 

'"  See  chapter  2,  p.  8,  note  *. 

'  This  was  done  in  the  plain  of  Dahia  in  India,  or,  as  others  imagine,  in  a  valley  near  Mecci. 
The  commentators  tell  us  that  God  stroked  Adam's  back,  and  extracted  from  his  loins  his  whole 
posterity,  which  should  come  into  the  world  until  the  resurrection,  one  generation  after  another ; 
that  these  men  were  actually  assembled  all  together  in  the  shape  of  small  ants,  which  were  en- 
dued with  understanding  ;  and  that  after  they  had,  in  the  presence  of  the  angels,  confessed  their 
dependence  on  God,  they  were  again  caused  to  return  into  the  loins  of  their  great  ancestor. 2 
From  this  fiction  it  appears  that  the  doctrine  of  pre-existence  is  not  unknown  to  the  Moham- 
medans ;  and  there  is  some  ilitle  conformity  between  it  and  the  modern  theory  of  generation 
''.Y  (tniiiialatlis  in  scviine  viayhint. 

'  Some  suppose  the  person  here  intended  to  be  a  Jewish  rabbi,  or  one  Ommeya  Ebn  Abi'lr.alt, 
who  read  the  scriptures,  and  found  thereby  that  God  would  send  a  prophet  about  that  time, 
and  was  in  hopes  that  he  might  be  the  man  ;  but  when  Mohammed  declared  his  mission,  be- 
lieved not  on  him  through  envy.  But  accordir.g  to  the  more  gener.il  opinion,  it  was  Balaam, 
the  son  of  Beor,  of  the  Canaar.itish  race,  well  acquainted  with  part  at  least  of  the  scripture, 
having  even  been  favoured  with  some  revelations  from  God  ;  who  being  requested  by  hi.s 
nation  to  curse  Moses  and  the  children  of  Israel,  refused  it  at  first,  saying,  IIozv  can  I  curst 
those  zvlio  are  f>rotectcd  by  the  nugels  ?  But  afterwards  he  was  prevailed  on  by  gifts  ;  and  he 
had  no  sooner  done  it,  than  he  began  to  put  out  his  tongue  like  a  dog,  and  it  hung  down  upon 
his  breast. 3 

1  Al  Beidawi.  »  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin.  Yahya.  Vide  DTIerbelot,  Bibl.  Orient,  p,  54 
*  Al  Beidiwi,  Jallalo'ddin,  al  Zamakhshari.     Vide  D'llerbel.  Bibl.  Orient.  Art.  Balaam. 
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and  he  became  one  of  those  who  were  seduced.  And  if  we  had  pleased, 
we  had  surely  raised  him  thereby  unio  wisdom;  but  he  inclined  unto 
the  earth,  and  followed  his  own  desire."  Wherefore  his  likeness  is  as  the 
likeness  of  a  dog,  which,  if  thou  drive  him  away,  putteth  forth  his  tongue, 
or,  if  thou  let  him  alone,  putteth  forth  his  tongue  also.  This  is  the  like- 
ness of  the  people  who  accuse  our  signs  of  falsehood.  Rehearse  there- 
fore this  history  tinto  thcjn,  that  they  may  consider.  Evil  is  the  simili- 
tude ot  those  people  who  accuse  our  signs  of  falsehood  and  injure  thei/ 
own  souls.  Whomsoever  God  shall  direct,  he  •:£//// (^^r/^////y  directed  ;  and 
whomsoever  he  shall  lead  astray,  they  shall  perish.  Moreover  we  have 
created  for  hell  many  of  the  genii  and  of  men ;  they  have  hearts  by  which 
they  understand  not,  and  they  have  eyes  by  which  they  see  not,  and 
they  have  ears  by  which  they  hear  not.  These  are  like  the  brute  beasts ; 
yea,  they  go  more  astray  :  these  are  the  negligent.  GOD  hath  most 
excellent  names  -^  therefore  call  on  him  by  the  same  ;  and  withdraw 
from  those  who  use  his  names  perversely  '^  they  shall  be  rewarded  for 
that  which  they  shall  have  wrought.  And  of  those  whom  we  have 
created  there  are  a  people  who  direct  others  with  truth,  and  act  justly 
according  thereto.^  But  those  who  devise  lies  against  our  signs,  we 
will  suffer  them  to  fall  gradually  into  ruin,  by  a  method  which  they 
know  not  :*  and  I  will  grant  them  to  enjoy  a  long  and  prosperous  life ; 
for  my  stratagem  is  effectual.  Do  they  not  consider  that  there  is  no 
devil  in  their  companion  i*^  He  is  no  other  than  a  public  preacher.  Or 
do  they  not  contemplate  the  kingdom  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  the 
things  which  GOD  hath  created;  and  consider  that  peradventure  it  may 
be  that  their  end  draweth  nigh  ?  And  in  what  new  declaration  will 
they  believe,  after  this  T  He  whom  GoD  shall  cause  to  err,  shall  have 
no  director  ;  and  he  shall  leave  them  in  their  impiety,  wandering  in 
confusion.  They  will  ask  thee  concerning  the  last  hour ;  at  what  time 
its  coiTiing  is  iixed  ?  Answer,  Verily  the  knowledge  thereof  is  with  my 
Lord  ,  none  shall  declare  the  fixed  time  thereof,  except  he.  The 
expectation  thereof  is  grievous  in  heaven  and  on  earth  -^  it  shall  come 
upon  you  no  otherwise  than  suddenly.  They  will  ask  thee,  as  though 
thou  wast  v.-ell  acquainted  therewith.    Answer,  Verily  the  knowledge 

'i  Loving  the  wages  of  unrighteousness,  and  running  greedily  after  error  for  reward.* 

*  Expressing  his  glorious  attributes.  Of  these  the  Mohammedan  Arabs  have  no  less  than 
ninety-nine,  which  are  reckoned  up  by  Marracci.^ 

y  As  did  Walid  Ebn  al  Mogheira,  who  hearing  Mohammed  give  CoD  the  title  of  a!  Rahman, 
or  the  merciful,  laughed  aloud,  saying  he  knew  none  of  that  name,  except  a  certain  man  who 
dwelt  in  Yamama  ;1  or  as  the  idolatrous  Meccans  did,  who  deduced  the  names  of  their  idoli 
from  those  of  the  true  God  ;  deriving,  for  example,  AUat  from  Allah,  al  Uzza  from  al  Aziz,  the 
mighty,  r.nd  Manat  from  al  Mannsn,  the  boiintifid." 

^  As  it  is  said  a  little  above  that  God  hath  created  many  to  eternal  misery,  so  here  he  is  said 
to  have  created  others  to  eternal  happiness. 3 

a  By  flattering  them  with  prosperity  in  this  life,  and  permiuing  them  to  sin  in  an  uninter- 
rupted security,  till  they  find  themselves  unexpectedly  ruined.4 

^  viz.,  In  Mohammed,  whom  they  gave  out  to  be  possessed  when  he  went  up  to  Mount  Safa. 
and  from  thence  called  to  the  several  families  of  each  respective  tribe  in  order,  to  warn  them  oi 
God's  vengeance  if  they  continued  in  their  idolatry. 5 

^  i.e..  After  they  have  rejected  the  Koran.  For  what  more  evident  revelation  can  they  hers 
after  expect  ?  6 

^  Not  only  to  men  and  genii,  but  to  the  angels  also. 

''  2  Peter  ii.  v.;  Jude  it.  '  In  Ale.  p.  414.  1  Marrac.  Vit.  Muh.  p.  19.  "  hi  Beidfiwi. 
Jallalo'ddin.     See  the  Prelim.  Disc  p.  14,  3  Al  Beidawi.  ■*  Idem.  ^  Id«m. 

»  Idem. 
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thereof  is  with  GOD  alorte  :  but  the  greater  part  of  men  know  it  not. 
Say,  I  am  able  neither  to  procure  advantage  unto  myself,  nor  to  avert 
mischief  yir(5»w  ;;z^,  but  as  GOD  pleaseth.  If  I  knew  the  secrets  of  God, 
I  should  surely  enjoy  abundance  of  good,  neither  should  evil  befall  me. 
Verily  I  am  no  other  than  a  denouncer  of  threats,  and  a  messenger  of 
good  tidings  unto  people  who  believe.  It  is  he  who  hath  created  you 
from  one  person,  and  out  of  him  produced  his  wife,  that  he  might 
dwell  with  her ;  and  when  he  had  known  her,  she  carried  a  light 
burden  for  a  time,  wherefore  she  walked  easily  therewith.  But  when 
it  became  more  heavy ,^  they  called  upon  GoD,  their  Lord,  saying,  If 
thou  give  us  a  child  rightly  shaped,  we  will  surely  be  thankful.  Yet 
when  he  had  given  them  a  child  rightly  shaped,  they  attributed  com- 
panions unto  him,  for  that  which  he  had  given  them.^  But  far  be  that 
from  God,  vv^hich  they  associated  with  him  I  Will  they  associate  with 
hi7n  false  gods  which  create  nothing,  but  are  themselves  created  ;  and 
can  neither  give  them  assistance,  nor  help  themselves  ?  And  if  ye 
invite  them  to  the  true  direction,  they  will  not  follow  you  :  it  will  be 
equal  unto  you,  whether  ye  invite  them,  or  whether  ye  hold  your  peace. 
Verily  the  false  deities  whom  ye  invoke  besides  God,  are  servants  like 
unto  you.s  Call  therefore  upon  them,  and  let  them  give  you  an  answer, 
if  ye  speak  truth.  Have  they  feet,  to  walk  with  ?  Or  have  they  hands, 
to  lay  hold  with  ?  Or  have  they  eyes,  to  see  with  ?  Or  have  they  ears, 
to  hear  with  ?  Say,  Call  upon  your  companions,  and  then  lay  a  snare 
for  me,  and  defer  it  not ;  for  GOD  is  my  protector,  who  sent  down  the 
book  of  the  Koran;  and  he  protecteth  the  righteous.  But  they  whom 
ye  invoke  besides  him,  cannot  assist  you,  neither  do  they  help  them- 
selves ;  and  if  ye  call  on  them  to  direct  you,  they  will  not  hear.  Thou 
seest  them  look  towards  thee,  but  they  see  not.     Use  indulgence,^  and 

*  That  is,  when  the  child  grew  bigger  in  lier  womb. 

f  For  the  explaining  of  this  whole  passage,  the  commentators  tell  the  following  story : — 

They  say,  that  when  Eve  was  big  with  her  first  child,  the  devil  came  to  her  and  asked  hei 
whether  she  knew  what  she  carried  within  her,  and  which  way  she  should  be  delivered  of  it, 
suggesting  that  possibly  it  might  be  a  beast.  She,  being  unable  to  give  an  answer  to  this 
question,  went  in  a  fright  to  Adam,  and  acquainted  him  with  the  matter,  who,  not  knowing 
what  to  think  of  it,  grew  sad  and  pensive.  Whereupon  the  devil  appeared  to  her  again  (or,  as 
others  say,  to  Adam),  and  pretended  that  he  by  his  prayers  would  obtain  of  God  that  she 
might  be  safely  delivered  of  a  son  in  Adam's  likeness,  provided  they  would  promise  to  name 
him  Abda'lhareth,  or  the  servant  of  al  Hareth  (which  was  the  devil's  name  among  the  angels), 
instead  of  Abd'allah,  or  the  servant  o/Govi,  as  Adam  had  designed.  This  proposal  was  agreed 
to,  and  accordingly,  when  the  child  was  born,  they  gave  it  that  name,  upon  which  it  immedi- 
ately died.l  And  with  this  Adam  and  Eve  are  here  taxed,  as  an  act  of  idolatry.  The  story 
looks  like  a  rabbinical  fiction,  and  seems  to  have  no  other  foundation  than  Cain's  being  called 
by  Moses  Obcd  adamah,  that  is,  a  tiller  of  the  ground,  which  might  be  translated  into  Arabic 
by  Abd'alhareth. 

But  al  Beidawi,  thinking  it  unlikely  that  a  prophet  (as  Adam  is,  by  the  Mohammedans,  sup- 
posed to  have  been)  should  be  guilty  of  such  an  action,  imagines  the  Koran  in  this  place  means 
Kosai,  one  of  Mohammed's  ancestors,  and  his  wife,  who  begged  issue  of  God,  and  having  fout 
sons  granted  them,  called  their  names  Abd  Menaf,  Abd  Shams,  Abd'al  Uzza,  and  Abd'al  Dar, 
after  the  names  of  four  principal  idols  of  the  Koreish.  And  the  following  words  also  he  sup- 
poses to  relate  to  their  idolatrous  posterity. 

g  Being  subject  to  the  absolute  command  of  GoD.  Fcr  the  chief  idols  of  the  Arabs  were  the 
sun,  moon,  and  stars.3 

li  Or,  as  the  words  may  also  be  translated.  Take  the  superabundant  overplus — meaning  thai 
Mohammed  should  accept  such  voluntary  alms  from  the  people  as  they  coulu  spare.  But  the 
passage,  if  taken  in  tliis  sense,  was  abrogated  by  the  precept  of  legal  alms,  which  was  given  at 
hiedina. 

1  Idem,  Yahya.  Vide  D'Herbelot,  Bibl.  Orient,  p.  43?^,  et  Sclden.  de  Jure  Nat.  Sec  IIc't 
1.  5,  c.  8.        2  tjec  the  Prelim.  Disc.  p.  12,  &.c. 
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command  that  which  is  just,  and  withdraw  far  from  the  ignorant.  And 
if  an  evil  suggestion  from  Satan  be  suggested  unto  thee,  to  divert  thee 
from  thy  duty,  have  recourse  unto  God  ;  for  he  heareth  ajtd  knoweth. 
Verily  they  who  fear  GOD,  when  a  temptation  from  Satan  assaileth 
them,  remember  the  divine  commands,  and  behold,  they  clearly  see 
the  danger  of  sin,  and  the  iviles  of  the  devil.  But  as  for  the  brethren 
of  the  devils,  they  shall  continue  them  in  error ;  and  afterwards  they 
shall  not  preserve  themselves  therefrord.  And  when  thou  bringest  not 
a  verse  of  the  Koran  unto  them,  they  say.  Hast  thou  not  put  it 
together  ?*  Answer,  I  follow  that  only  which  is  revealed  unto  me  from 
m>  Lord.  This  book  containeth  evident  proofs  from  your  Lord,  and 
is  a  direction  and  mercy  unto  people  who  believe.  And  when  the 
Koran  is  read,  attend  thereto,  and  keep  silence  ;  that  ye  may  obtain 
mercy.  And  meditate  on  thy  Lord  in  thine  own  mind,  with  hunulity 
and  fear,  and  without  loud  speaking,  evening  and  morning  ;  and  be 
not  one  of  the  negligent.  Moreover  the  angels  who  are  with  my  Lord, 
do  not  proudly  dj.scla)n  his  service,  but  they  celel^rate  his  praise  and 
worship  him. 


CHAPTER  Vin. 

ENTITLED,  THE   SPOILS;'^  REVEALED   AT   MEDINA.. 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

THEY  will  ask  thee  concerning  the  spoils  :  Answer,  The  division  oj 
the  spoils  belon^eth  unto  God  and  the  apostle.™  Therefore  fear 
GOD,  and  compose  the  matter  amicably  among  you  ;  and  obey  GOD 
and  his  apostle,  if  ye  are  true  believers.  Verily  the  true  believers  are 
those  whose  hearts  fear  when  GOD  is  mentioned,  and  whose  faith 
increaseth  when  his  signs  are  rehearsed  unto  them,  and  who  trust  in 

'  i.e. ,  Hast  thou  not  yet  contrived  what  to  say  ;  or  canst  thou  cbtain  no  revelation  from  God 

^  This  chapter  was  occasioned  by  the  high  disputes  which  happened  about  the  division  of  the 
spoils  taken  at  the  battle  of  Bedr,l  between  the  young  men  who  had  fought,  and  the  old  men 
who  had  stayed  under  the  ensigns  ;  the  former  insisting  they  ought  to  have  the  whole,  and  the 
latter  that  they  deserved  a  share.2  To  end  the  contention,  Mohammed  pretended  to  have  re- 
ceived orders  from  heaven  to  divide  the  booty  among  them  equally,  having  first  taken  thereout 
a  fifth  part  for  the  purposes  which  will  be  mentioned  hereafter. 

1  Except  seven  verses,  beginning  at  these  words,  And  call  to  fuind  when  the  unbelieveys 
plotted  against  tyi^e,  8zc.     Which  some  think  were  revealed  at  Mecca. 

*°  It  is  related  that  Saad  Ebn  Abi  Wakkas,  one  of  the  companions,  whose  brother  Omair  was 
slain  in  this  battle,  having  killed  Said  Ebn  al  As,  took  his  sword,  and  carrying  it  to  Mohamzned, 
desired  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  keep  it ;  but  the  prophet  told  him  that  it  was  not  hi^  to 
give  away,  and  ordered  him  to  lay  it  with  the  other  spoils.  At  this  repulse,  and  the  1  jss  of  his 
broth  ;r,  Saad  was  greatly  disturbed  ;  but  in  a  very  little  while  this  chapter  was  revealed,  and 
thereupon  Mohammed  gave  him  the  sword,  saying.  You  asked  this  sword  of  me  when  I  had 
no  power  to  dispose  of  it,  but  now  I  have  received  authority  from  God  to  distribute  the  spoils, 
you  may  take  it. 3 

1  Sec  cap.  3,  p.  33.        '  Al  Bei'.luwi,  Jallalo'ddin.        8  Al  BeiJawi. 
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their  Lord  ;  who  observe  the  stated  times  of  prayer,  and  give  ahiis  out 
of  that  which  we  have  bestowed  on  them.  These  are  really  believers  : 
they  shall  have  superior  degrees  oi  felicity  with  their  Lord,  and  for- 
giveness, and  an  honourable  provision.  As  thy  LORD  brought  thee 
forth  from  thy  house  °  with  truth  ;  and  part  of  the  believers  were  averse 
to  thy  directions  f"  they  disputed  with  thee  concerning  the  truth,  after 
it  had  been  made  known  unto  them  f  no  otherwise  than  as  if  they  had 
been  led  forth  to  death,  and  had  seen  //  with  their  eya!^  And  call  to 
mind  when  GoD  promised  you  one  of  the  two  parties,  that  it  should  be 
delivered  unto  you  -^  and  ye  desired  that  the  party  which  was  not 
furnished  with  arms*  should  be  delivered  unto  you  ;  but  GOD  purposed 
to  make  known  the  truth  in  his  words,  and  to  cut  off  the  uttermost  part 
of  the  unbelievers  '^  that  he  might  verify  the  truth,  and  destroy  false- 
hood, although  the  wicked  were  averse  thereto.  When  ye  asked 
assistance  of  your  LORD,^  and  he  answered  you,  Verily  I  will  assist 

°  i.e  ,  From  Medina.  The  particle  as  having  nothing  in  the  following  words  to  answer  it, 
al  Beidawi  supposes  the  connection  to  be  that  the  division  of  the  spoils  belonged  to  the  prophet, 
notwithstanding  his  followers  were  averse  to  it,  as  they  had  been  averse  to  the  expedition  itself. 

0  For  the  better  understanding  of  this  passage,  it  will  be  necessary  to  mention  some  further 
particulars  relating  to  the  expedition  of  Ecdr. 

Mohammed  having  received  private  information  (for  which  he  pretended  he  was  obliged  to 
the  angel  Gabriel)  of  the  approach  of  a  caravan  belonging  to  the  Koreish,  which  was  on  its 
return  from  Syria  with  a  large  quantity  of  valuable  merchandise,  and  was  guarded  by  no  more 
than  thirty,  or,  as  others  say,  forty  men,  set  out  with  a  party  to  intercept  it.  Abu  Sofian,  who 
commanded  the  little  convoy,  having  notice  of  jNIohammed's  motions,  sent  to  Mecca  for  suc- 
cours ;  upon  which  Abu  Jahi,  and  all  the  principal  men  of  the  city,  except  only  Abu  Laheb, 
marched  to  his  assistance,  with  a  body  of  nine  hundred  and  fifty  men.  Mohammed  had  no 
sooner  received  advice  of  this,  than  Gabriel  descended  with  a  promise  that  he  should  either 
take  the  caravan  or  beat  the  succours ;  whereupon  he  consulted  with  his  companions  which  of 
the  two  he  should  attack.  Some  of  them  were  for  setting  upon  fhe  caravan,  saying  that  they 
were  not  prepared  to  fight  such  a  body  of  troops  as  were  coming  with  Abu  Jahl :  but  this  pro- 
posal Mohammed  rejected,  telling  them  that  the  caravan  was  at  a  considerable  distance  by  the 
seaside,  whereas  Abu  Jahl  was  just  upon  them.  The  others,  however,  insisted  so  obstinately 
on  pursuing  the  first  design  of  falling  on  the  caravan,  that  the  prophet  grew  angry,  but  by  the 
interposition  of  Abu  Beer,  Omar,  Saad  Ebn  Obadah,  and  Mokd.ld  Ebn  Amru,  they  at  length 
acquiesced  in  his  opinion.  Mokdad  in  particular  assured  him  they  were  all  ready  to  obey  his 
orders,  and  would  not  say  to  him,  as  the  children  of  Israel  did  to  iMoses,  Go  thoii  and  thy  Loru 
(oJight,for  we  ivill  sit  here  ;i  but,  Co  thou  and  thy  Lord  to  fight,  and  we  will  Jight  wit  'i 
you.  At  this  Mohammed  smiled,  and  again  sat  down  to  consult  with  them,  applying  himself 
chiefly  to  the  Ansars  or  helpers,  because  they  were  the  greater  part  of  his  forces,  and  he  had 
some  appreliension  lest  they  should  not  think  themselves  obliged  by  tlie  oath  they  had  taken 
to  him  at  al  Akabaj'-^  to  assist  him  against  any  other  than  such  as  should  attack  him  in  Medina. 
But  Saad  Ebn  Moadh,  in  the  name  of  the  rest,  told  him  that  they  had  received  him  as  the 
apostle  of  God,  and  had  promised  him  obedience,  and  were  therefore  all  to  a  man  ready  to 
follow  him  where  he  pleased,  though  it  were  into  the  sea.  Upon  which  the  prophet  ordered 
them  in  God's  name  to  attack  the  succours,  assuring  them  of  the  victory.3 

P  That  is,  concerning  their  success  against  Abu  Jahl  and  the  Koreish  ;  notwithstanding  they 
had  God's  promise  to  encourage  them. 

4  I'he  reason  of  this  great  backwardness  was  the  smallness  of  their  number,  in  comparison  of 
the  enemy,  and  their  being  unprepared  ;  for  they  were  all  foot,  having  but  two  horses  among 
them,  whereas  the  Korei^b  had  no  less  than  a  hundred  horse.-* 

''  That  is,  either  the  caratan  or  the  succours  from  Mecca.  Father  Marracci  mistaking  alit 
and  al  naf'ir,  which  are  appellatives  and  signify  the  caravan  and  tJie  troop  or  body  of  succoir.'^, 
for  proper  names,  has  thence  coined  two  families  of  the  Koreish  never  heard  of  before,  which 
he  calls  Alrenses  and  Naphirenses.5 

*  viz..  The  caravan,  which  was  guarded  by  no  more  than  forty  horse ;  whereas  the  other  party 
ft'as  strong  and  well  appointed. 

1  As  if  he  had  said,  Your  view  was  only  to  gain  the  spoils  of  the  caravan,  and  to  avoid  danger ; 
but  God  designed  to  exalt  his  true  religion  by  extirpating  its  adversaries. 6 

u  When  Mohammed's  men  saw  they  could  not  avoid  fighting,  they  recommended  themselves 

1  Kor.  c.  5,  p.  76.  2  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  p.  37.  "  A!  Beidawi.  <  Idem.     Vt-Ji- 

Abulfed,  Vit.  Moh.  p.  56.  5  Marr^cc.  in  Ale.  p.  297-  '  A!  Beid.iwi, 
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you  with  a  thousand*  angels,  following  one  another  in  order.  And  this 
God  designed  only  as  good  tidings^  for  you,  and  that  your  hearts  might 
thereby  rest  secure  :  for  victory  is  from  GOD  alone ;  and  GOD  is  mighty 
and  wise.  When  a  sleep  fell  on  you  as  a  security  from  him,  and  he 
sent  down  upon  you  water  from  heaven,  that  he  might  thereby  purify 
you,  and  take  from  you  the  abomination  of  Satan,'^  and  that  he  might 
confirm  your  hearts,  and  establish  your  feet  thereby.  Also  when  thy 
Lord  spake  unto  the  angels,  sayino^  Verily  I  am  with  you  ;  wherefore 
confirm  those  who  believe.  I  will  cast  a  dread  into  the  hearts  of  the 
unbelievers.  Therefore  strike  off  their  heads,  and  strike  off  all  the 
ends  of  their  Jingersj^  This  shall  they  suffer^  because  they  have 
resisted  God  and  his  apostle  :  and  whosoever  shall  oppose  God  and 
his  apostle,  verily  GOD  will  be  severe  in  punishing  him.  This  shall  be 
your  piinisJime7it J  taste  it  therefore  :  and  the  infidels  shall  also  suffer 
the  torment  of  hell  fire.  O  true  believers,  when  ye  meet  the  unbelievers 
marching  in  great  munbers  against  yoji,  turn  not  your  backs  unto 
them  :  for  whoso  shall  turn  his  back  unto  them  on  that  day,  unless  he 
turneth  aside  to  fight,  or  retreateth  to  aftother  party  of  the  faithful^ 
shall  draw  on  himself  the  indignation  of  GoD,  and  his  abode  shall  be 
hell ;  an  ill  journey  shall  it  be  thither !  And  ye  slew  not  those  who 
were  slaifi  at  Bedr  yourselves^  but  GOD  slew  them.°  Neither  didst 
thou,  O  Mohamfned,  cast  the  gravel  into  their  eyes,  when  thou  didst 
seem  to  cast  it;  but  God  cast  it,^  that  he  might  prove  the  true  believers 
by  a  gracious  trial  from  himself ;  for  GOD  heareth  a7td  knoweth.  This 
was  done  that  GOD  might  also  weaken  the  crafty  devices  of  the 
unbelievers.  If  ye  desire  a  decision  of  the  ^natter  between  us,  now  hath 
a  decision  come  unto  you  :®  and  if  ye  desist  front  opposing  the  apostle^ 
it  will  be  better  for  you.  But  if  ye  return  to  attack  him,  we  will  also 
return  to  his  assistance;  and  your  forces  shall  not  be  of  advantage  unto 

to  God's  protection ;  and  their  prophet  prayed  with  great  earnestness,  crying  out,  O  (jOV),/ulfil 
that  which  thou  hast  proviised  fne :  O  God,  if  this  party  be  cut  off,  thou  wilt  no  more  be 
worshipped  on  earth.  And  he  continued  to  repeat  these  words  till  his  cloak  fell  from  off  his 
back.7 

*  Which  were  afterwards  reinforced  with  three  thousand  more.®  Wherefore  some  copies 
instead  of  a  thousand,  read  thousands  in  the  plural. 

y  See  chap.  3,  p.  45. 

*  It  is  related,  that  the  spot  where  Mohammed's  little  army  lay  was  a  dry  and  deep  sand, 
into  which  their  feet  sank  as  they  walked,  the  enemy  having  the  command  of  the  water  ;  and 
that  having  fallen  asleep,  the  greater  part  of  them  were  disturbed  with  dreams,  wherein  the 
devil  suggested  to  them  that  they  could  never  expect  God's  assistance  in  the  battle,  since  they 
were  cut  off  from  the  water,  and  besides  suffering  the  inconvenience  of  thirst,  must  be  obliged 
to  pray  without  washing,  though  they  imagined  themselves  to  be  the  favourites  of  God,  and 
that  thej'  had  his  apostle  among  them.  But  in  the  night  rain  fell  so  plentifully  that  it  formed 
a  little  brook,  and  not  only  supplied  them  with  water  for  all  their  uses,  but  made  the  sand 
between  them  and  the  infidel  army  firm  enough  to  bear  them ;  whereupon  the  diabolical 
suggestions  ceased. 1 

a  This  is  the  punishment  expressly  assigned  the  enemies  of  the  Mohammedan  religion ; 
though  the  Moslems  did  not  inflict  it  on  the  prisoners  they  took  at  Bedr,  for  which  they  are 
reprehended  in  this  chapter. 

^  That  is,  if  it  be  not  downright  running  away,  but  done  either  with  design  to  rally  and 
attack  the  enemy  again,  or  by  way  of  feint  or  stratagem,  or  to  succour  a  party  which  is  bard 
pressed,  &C.2 

"^  See  c.  3,  p.  32,  note  ". 

^  See  ibid. 

®  These  words  are  directed  to  the  people  of  Mecca,  whom  Mohammed  derides,  because  the 

7  Idem.     Vide  Abulfed.  Vlt.  Moh.  p.  58.  8  See  cap.  i,  p.  33  and  45.  ^  Al  Beidawi. 

9  Idem. 
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you  at  all,  although  they  be  numerous  ;  for  GOD  is  with  the  faithful. 
O  true  believers,  obey  God  and  his  apostle,  and  turn  not  back  from 
him,  since  ye  hear  the  adrno7iitions  of  the  Koran.  And  be  not  as  those 
who  say.  We  hear,  when  they  do  not  hear.  Verily  the  worst  sort  oj 
beasts  in  the  sight  of  GOD,  are  the  deaf  and  the  dumb,  who  understand 
not.  If  God  had  known  any  good  in  them,  he  would  certainly  have 
caused  them  to  hear  :^  and  if  he  had  caused  them  to  hear,  they  would 
surely  have  turned  back,  and  have  retired  afar  off.  O  true  believers, 
answer  GOD  and  his  apostle,  when  he  invitetli  you  unto  that  which 
giveth  you  life  ;  and  know  that  God  goeth  between  a  man  and  his 
heart,8  and  that  before  him  ye  shall  be  assembled.  Beware  of  sedi- 
tion ;^  it  will  not  affect  those  who  are  ungodly  among  you  particularly, 
but  all  of  yotrin  general;  and  know  that  GOD  is  severe  in  punishing. 
And  remember  when  ye  were  few,  and  reputed  weak  in  the  land  ;* 
ye  feared  lest  men  should  snatch  you  away;  but  God  provided  you 
a  place  of  refuge,  and  he  strengthened  you  with  his  assistance,  and 
bestowed  on  you  good  things,  that  ye  might  give  thanks.  O  true 
believers,  deceive  not  God  and  his  apostle  ;^  neither  violate  your 
faith,  against  your  own  knowledge.  And  know  that  your  wealth, 
and  your  children  are  a  temptation  unto  youj^  and  that  with  GoD  is 
a  great  reward.  O  true  believers,  if  ye  fear  GoD,  he  will  grant  you  a 
distinction,"^  and  will  expiate  your  sins  from  you,  and  will  forgive  you  ; 
for  God  is  endued  with  great  liberality.  And  call  to  miiid  when  the 
unbelievers  plotted  against  thee,  that  they  might  either  detain  thee  in 
bonds,  or  put  thee  to  death,  or  expel  thee  the  cityj^  and  they  plotted 

Koreish,  when  they  were  ready  to  set  out  from  Mecca,  took  hold  of  the  curtains  of  the  Caaba, 
saying,  O  God,  grant  the  victory  to  the  superior  army,  the  party  tliat  is  most  rightly  directed, 
a7id  the  viost  honoicralie.^ 

f  That  is,  to  hearken  to  the  remonstrances  of  the  Koran.  Some  say  that  the  infidels  de- 
manded of  Mohammed  that,  he  should  raise  Kosai,  one  of  his  ancestors,  to  life,  to  bear  witness 
to  the  truth  of  his  mission,  saying  he  was  a  man  of  honour  and  veracity,  and  they  would 
believe  his  testimony  :  but  they  are  here  told  that  it  would  have  been  in  vain.2 

g  Not  only  knowing  the  innermost  secrets  of  his  heart,  but  overruling  a  man's  designs,  and 
disposing  him  either  to  belief  or  infidelity. 

1  The  original  word  signifies  any  epidemical  crime,  which  involves  a  number  of  people  in  its 
guilt ;  and  the  commentators  are  divided  as  to  its  particular  meaning  in  this  place. 

i  viz..  At  Mecca.  The  persons  here  spoken  to  are  the  I\Iohajerin,  or  refugees  who  fled  from 
thence  to  Medina. 

^  Al  Beidawi  mentions  an  instance  of  such  treacherous  dealing  in  Abu  Lobaba,  who  was 
sent  by  Mohammed  to  the  tribe  of  Koreidha,  then  besieged  by  that  prophet  for  having  broken 
their  league  with  him  and  perfidiously  gone  over  to  the  enemies  at  the  war  of  the  ditch,3  to 
persuade  them  to  surrender  at  the  discretion  of  Saad  Ebn  Moadh,  prince  of  the  tribe  of  Aws, 
their  confederates,  which  proposal  they  had  refused.  But  Abu  Lobaba's  family  and  effects 
being  in  the  hands  of  those  of  Koreidha,  he  acted  directly  contrary  to  his  commission,  and 
instead  of  persuading  them  to  accept  Saad  as  their  judge,  when  they  asked  his  advice  about 
it,  drew  his  hand  across  his  throat,  signifying  that  he  would  put  them  all  to  death.  However, 
he  had  no  sooner  done  this  than  he  was  sensible  of  his  crime,  and  going  into  a  mosque,  tied 
himself  to  a  pillar,  and  remained  there  seven  days  without  meat  or  dnak,  till  Mohammed 
forgave  him. 

'  As  they  were  to  Abu  Lobaba. 

"^  i.e.,  A  direction  that  j'ou  may  distinguish  between  truth  and  falsehood;  or  success  in 
battle  to  distinguish  the  believers  from  the  infidels ;  or  the  like. 

"  When  the  Meccans  heard  of  the  league  entered  into  by  Mohammed  with  those  of  Med'na, 
being  apprehensive  of  the  consequence,  they  held  a  council,  whereat  they  say  the  devil  assisted 
in  the  likeness  of  an  old  man  of  Najd.  The  point  under  consideration  being  what  they  should 
do  with  Mohammed,  Abu'lbakhtari  was  of  opinion  that  he  should  be  imprisoned,  and  the 

1  Idem.  2  Idem.  See  c.  6,  p.  99.  «  See  Prid.  Life  of  Mah.  p.  85.  Abulf  Vit.  Moh. 
p.  76,  and  the  notes  to  c.  33. 
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against  thee :  but  Cod  laid  a  plot  against  themf  and  God  is  the  best 
layer  of  plots.  And  when  our  signs  are  repeated  unto  them,  they  say, 
We  have  heard  ;  if  we  pleased  we  could  certainly  pronounce  a  com- 
position like  unto  this:  this  is  nothing  but  fables  of  the  ancients."^  And 
when  they  said,  O  God,  if  this  be  the  tmth  from  thee,  rain  down  stones 
upon  us  from  heaven,  or  inflict  on  us  some  other  grievous  punishment. "^ 
But  God  was  not  disposed  to  punish  them,  while  thou  wast  with 
them ;  nor  was  GOD  disposed  to  punish  them  when  they  asked  pardon.* 
But  they  have  nothing  to  offer  in  excuse  why  GOD  should  not  punish 
them,  since  they  hindered  the  believers  from  visiting  the  holy  temple,* 
although  they  are  not  the  guardians  thereof.*^  The  guardians  thereof 
are  those  only  who  fear  God;  but  the  greater  part  of  them  know  it  not. 
And  their  prayer  at  the  house  oj  God  is  no  other  than  whistling  and 
clapping  of  the  hands.^  Taste  therefore  the  punishment,  for  that  ye 
have  been  unbelievers.  They  who  believe  not,  expend  their  wealth  to 
obstruct  the  way  of  God  -?  they  shall  expend  it,  b"t  afterwards  it  shall 
become  matter  of  sighing  and  regret  unto  them,  and  at  length  they 
shall  be  overcome ;  and  the  unbelievers  shall  be  gathered  together  into 
hell ;  that  God  may  distinguish  the  wicked  from  the  good,  and  may  throw 
the  wicked  one  upon  the  other,  and  may  gather  them  all  in  a  heap,  and 
cast  them  into  hell.  These  are  they  who  shall  perish.  Say  unto  the 
unbelievers,  that  if  they  desist  from  opposing  thee^  what  is  already  past 
shall  be  forgiven  them ;  but  if  they  return  to  attack  thee,  the  exemplary 
punishment  of  the  former  opposers  of  the  prophets  is  already  past,  and 
the  like  shall  be  inflicted  on  the?n.  Therefore  fight  against  them  until 
there  be  no  opposition  iji  favour  of  idolatry,  and  the  religion  be  wholly 
God's.      If  they  desist,  verily  GOD  seeth  that  which  they  do  :   but  it 

room  walled  up,  except  a  little  hole,  through  which  he  should  have  necessaries  given  him,  till 
he  died.  This  the  devil  opposed,  saying  that  he  might  probably  be  released  by  some  of  his 
own  party.  Hesham  Ebn  Amru  was  for  banishing  him,  but  his  advice  also  the  devii  rejected, 
insisting  that  Mohammed  might  engage  some  other  tribes  in  his  interest,  and  make  war  on 
them.  At  length  Abu  Jahl  gave  his  opinion  for  putting  him  to  death,  and  proposed  the 
manner,  which  was  unanimously  approved.! 

0  Revealing  their  conspiracy  to  Mohammed,  and  miraculously  assisting  him  to  deceive  them 
and  make  his  escape  ;2  and  afterwards  drawing  them  to  the  battle  of  Bedr. 

P  See  chapter  6,  p.  90. 

■"  This  was  the  speech  of  Al  Nodar  Ebn  al  Hareth.3 

'  Saying,  QiOV>  forgive  tis  I  Some  of  the  commentators,  however,  suppose  the  persons  who 
asked  pardon  were  certain  believers  who  stayed  among  the  infidels ;  and  others  think  the 
meaning  to  be,  that  God  would  not  punish  them,  provided  tliey  asked  pardon. 

'  Obliging  them  to  fly  from  Mecca,  and  not  permitting  them  so  much  as  to  approach  the 
temple,  in  the  expedition  of  al  Hodeibiya.4 

'1  Because  of  their  idolatry  and  indecent  deportment  there.  For  othorwise  the  Koreish  had 
a  light  to  the  guardianship  of  the  Caaba,  and  it  was  continued  in  their  tribe  and  in  the  same 
family  even  after  the  taking  of  Mecca.^ 

»  It  is  said  that  they  used  to  go  round  the  Caaba  n:i)ied,6  both  men  and  women,  whistlinc 
at  the  same  time  through  their  fingers,  and  clapping  their  hands.  Or,  as  others  say,  they 
made  this  noise  on  purpose  to  disturb  Mohammed  when  at  his  prayers,  pretending  to  be  at 
prayers  also  themselves.  7 

y  The  persons  particularly  meant  in  this  passage  were  twelve  of  the  Koreish,  who  gave  each 
of  them  ten  camels  every  day  to  be  killed  for  provisions  for  their  army  in  the  expedition  01 
Bedr;  or,  according  to  others,  the  owners  of  the  effects  brought  by  the  caravan,  who  gavf 
^eat  part  of  them  to  the  support  of  the  succours  from  Mecca.  It  is  also  said  that  Abu  Sofiau, 
m  the  expedition  of  Ohod,  hired  two  thousand  Arabs,  who  cost  him  a  considerable  sum,  besidos 
the  auxiliaries  which  he  had  obtained  ^r«/?5. 8 

1  A!  Beidawi.  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  p.  39.  2  See  ibid.  3  Al  Beidawi.  *  See  the 
Prelim.  Disc,  p  41.  5  See  c.  4,  p.  60,  note  «.  6  See  c.  7,  p.  107.  7  Al  Beidatwi. 
8  Idem. 


130  AL   KORAN.  CHAP.   VIII 

they  turn  back,  know  that  God  is  your  patron  ;  he  is  the  best  patron, 

and  the  best  helper.  (X.)  And  know  that  whenever  ye  gain  any  spoils^ 
a  fifth  part  thereof  belongeth  unto  God,  and  to  the  apostle,  and  hi^ 
kindred,  and  the  orphans,  and  the  poor,  and  the  traveller  ;'  if  ye 
believe  in  God,  and  that  which  we  have  sent  down  unto  our  servant 
on  the  day  of  distinction,^  on  the  day  whereon  the  two  armies  met : 
and  God  is  almighty.  When  ye  were  encamped  on  the  hithermost 
side  of  the  valley,^'  and  they  were  encamped  on  the  further  side,  and  the 
caravan  was  below  you  ;*'  and  if  ye  had  mutually  appointed  to  come  to 
a  battle,  ye  would  certainly  have  declined  the  appointment  ;**  but  ye 
were  brought  to  an  engagement  without  any  previous  appointmetit, 
that  God  might  accomplish  the  thing  which  was  decreed  to  be  done,* 
that  he  who  perislieth  hereafter  may  perish  after  demonstrative  evidence, 
and  that  he  who  liveth  may  live  by  the  same  evidence ;  God  both  heareth 
and  knoweth.  When  thy  Lord  caused  the  etiemy  to  appear  unto  thee 
in  thy  sleep,  few  m  7tumber ;'  and  if  he  had  caused  them  to  appear 
numerous  unto  thee,  ye  would  have  been  disheartened  and  would  have  dis- 
puted concerning  the  matter  :S  but  GOD  preserved  you  from  this;  for  he 
knoweth  the  innermost  parts  of  the  breasts  ofinen.  And  when  he  caused 
them  to  appear  unto  you,  when  ye  met,  to  be  few  in  your  eyes  ;^  and 
diminished  your  ntimbers  in  their  eyes  }  that  GOD  might  accomplish  the 
thing  which  was  decreed  to  be  done:  and  unto  GoD  shall  all  things  return. 
O  true  believers,  when  ye  meet  a  parly  of  the  infidels,  stand  firm,  and 
remember  GOD  frequently,  that  ye  may  prosper  :  and  obey  GOD  and 
his  apostle,  and  be  not  refractory,  lest  ye  be  discouraged,  and  your 
success  depart  from  you  ;  but  persevere  with  patience,  for  God  is  with 
those  who  persevere.  And  be  not  as  those  who  went  out  of  their  houses 
in  an  insolent  manner,  and  to  appear  with  ostentation  unto  men,'^  and 

^  According  to  this  law,  a  fifth  part  of  the  spoils  is  appropriated  to  the  particular  uses  here 
mentioned,  and  the  other  four-fifths  are  to  be  equally  divided  among  those  who  were  present 
at  the  action  :  but  in  what  manner  or  to  whom  the  first  fifth  is  to  be  distributed,  the  Aloham- 
medan  doctors  differ,  as  we  have  elsewhere  observed. 1  Though  it  be  the  general  opinion  that 
this  verse  was  revealed  at  Bedr,  yet  there  are  some  who  suppose  it  was  revealed  in  the  expe- 
dition against  the  Jewish  tribe  of  Kainoka,  which  happened  a  little  above  a  month  after.2 

a  i.e..  Of  the  battle  of  Bedr;  which  is  so  called  because  it  distinguished  the  true  believers 
from  the  Infidels. 

b  Which  was  much  more  inconvenient  than  the  other,  because  of  the  deep  sand  and  want  dL 
water. 

*^  By  the  seaside,  making  the  best  of  their  way  to  Mecca. 

^  Because  of  the  great  superiority  of  the  enemy,  and  the  disadvantages  ye  lay  under. 

®  By  granting  a  miraculous  victory  to  the  faithful,  and  overthrowing  their  enemies  ;  for  the 
conviction  of  the  latter,  and  the  confirmation  of  the  former.3 

f  With  which  vision  Mohammed  acquainted  his  companions  for  their  encouragement. 

E  Whether  ye  should  attack  the  enemy  or  fly. 

^  It  is  said  that  Ebn  Masud  asked  the  man  who  was  next  him  whether  he  did  not  see  them 
\o  be  about  seventy,  to  which  he  replied  that  he  took  them  to  be  a  hundred.* 

i  This  seeming  contradictory  to  a  passage  in  the  third  chapter,^  where  it  is  said  that  the 
Moslems  appeared  to  the  infidels  to  be  twice  their  own  number,  the  commentators  reconcile 
the  matter  by  telling  us  that,  just  before  the  battle  began,  the  prophet's  party  seemed  fewer 
than  they  really  were,  to  draw  the  enemy  to  an  engagement ;  but  that  so  soon  as  the  armies 
were  fully  engaged,  they  appeared  superior,  to  terrify  an(?  dismay  their  adversaries.  It  is 
related  that  Abu  Jahl  at  first  thought  them  so  inconsiderable  a  handful,  that  he  said  one  camel 
would  be  as  much  as  they  could  all  eat. 6 

^  These  were  the  Meccans,  who,  marching  to  the  assistance  of  the  caravan,  and  being  com* 
as  far  as  Johfa,  were  there  net  by  a  messenger  from  Abu  Sofian,  to  acquaint  them  tnat  ht 

1  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  VI.  2  Al  Beidawi,  8  Idem.  *  Idem.  »  Pa^e  33 
'  Al  BeidSwi,  Jallalo'ddin,  Yahya. 


CHAP.  VIII.  AL   KORAN.  13 ^ 

turned  aside  from  the  way  of  GOD  ;  for  GoD  comprehendeth  that 
which  tliey  do.  And  remember  when  Satan  prepared  their  works  for 
them,^  and  said,  No  man  shall  prevail  against  you  to-day ;  and  I  will 
surely  be  near  to  assist  you.  But  when  the  two  armies  appeared  in 
sight  of  each  other,  he  turned  back  on  his  heels,  and  said,  Verily  I  am 
clear  of  you  :  I  certainly  see  that  which  ye  see  not ;  I  fear  GOD,  for 
God  is  severe  in  punishing.™  When  the  hypocrites,  and  those  in  v/hose 
hearts  there  was  an  infirmity,  said,  Their  religion  hath  deceived  these 
men  :^  but  whosoever  confideth  in  God  can?iot  be  deceived;  for  God  is 
mighty  and  wise.  And  if  thou  didst  behold  when  the  angels  cause 
the  unbelievers  to  die  :  they  strike  their  faces  and  their  backs,**  and 
say  unto  them,  Taste  ye  the  pain  of  burning  :  this  shall  ye  suffer  for 
that  which  your  hands  have  sent  before  you  ;^  and  because  God  is  not 
unjust  towards  his  servants.  These  have  acted  according  to  the  wont 
of  the  people  of  Pharaoh,  and  of  those  before  them,  who  disbelieved 
in  the  signs  of  GoD  :  therefore  God  took  them  away  in  their  iniquity ; 
for  God  is  mighty,  and  severe  in  punishing.  This  hath  come  to  pass 
because  God  changeth  not  his  grace,  wherewith  he  hath  favoured  any 
people,  until  they  change  that  which  is  in  their  souls  ;  and  for  that 
God  both  heareth  and  seeth.  According  to  the  wont  of  the  people  of 
Pharaoh,  and  of  those  before  them,  who  charged  the  signs  of  their 
Lord  with  imposture,  have  they  acted :  wherefore  we  destroyed  them 
in  their  sins,  and  we  drowned  the  people  of  Pharaoh  ;  for  they  were  all 
unjust  persons.  Verily  the  worst  cattle  in  the  sight  of  GOD  are  those 
who  are  obstinate  infidels,  and  will  not  believe.  As  to  those  who  enter 
into  a  league  with  thee,  and  afterwards  violate  their  league  at  every 

thought  himself  out  of  danger,  and  therefore  they  might  return  home  ;  upon  which,  Abu  Jahl, 
to  give  the  greater  opinion  of  the  courage  of  himself  and  his  comrades,  and  of  their  readiness 
to  assist  their  friends,  swore  that  they  would  not  return  till  they  had  been  at  Bedr,  and  had 
there  drunk  wine  and  entertained  those  who  should  be  present,  and  diverted  themselves  with 
singing  women. 1  The  event  of  which  bravado  was  very  fatal,  several  of  the  principal  Koreish, 
and  Abu  Jahl  In  particular,  losing  their  lives  in  the  expedition. 

•  By  inciting  them  to  oppose  the  prophet. 

""  Some  understand  this  passage  figuratively,  of  the  private  instigation  of  the  devil,  and  of 
the  defeating  of  his  designs  and  the  hopes  with  which  he  had  inspired  the  idolaters.  But 
others  take  the  whole  literally,  and  tell  us  that  when  the  Koreish,  on  their  maich,  bethought 
themselves  of  the  enmity  between  them  and  the  tribe  of  Kenana,  who  were  masters  of  the 
country  about  Bedr,  that  consideration  would  have  prevailed  on  them  to  return,  had  not  the 
devil  appeared  in  the  likeness  of  Soraka  Ebn  Malec,  a  principal  person  of  that  tribe,  and  pro- 
mised them  that  they  should  not  be  molested,  and  that  himself  would  go  with  them.  But 
when  they  came  to  join  battle,  and  the  devil  saw  the  angels  descending  to  the  assistance  of  the 
Moslems,  he  retired  ;  and  al  Hareth  Ebn  Hesham,  who  had  him  then  by  the  hand,  asking  him 
whither  he  was  going,  and  if  he  intended  to  betray  them  at  such  a  juncture,  he  answered,  in 
the  words  of  this  passage  :  /  avi  clear  of  you,  for  I  see  that  which  ye  see  fiot ;  meaning  the 
celestial  succours.  They  say  further,  that  when  the  Koreish,  on  their  return,  laid  the  blame 
of  their  overthrow  on  Soraka,  he  swore  that  he  did  not  so  much  as  know  of  their  march  till  he 
heard  they  were  routed :  and  afterwards,  when  they  embraced  Mohammedism,  they  were 
satisfied  it  was  the  devil. 2 

"  In  tempting  them  to  so  great  a  piece  of  folly,  as  to  attack  so  large  a  body  of  men  with  such 
a  handful. 

o  This  passage  is  generally  understood  of  the  angels  who  slew  the  infidels  at  Bedr,  and  who 
fought  (as  the  commentators  pretend)  with  iron  maces,  which  shot  forth  flames  of  fire  at  every 
stroke.3  Some,  however,  imagine  that  the  words  hint,  at  least,  at  the  examination  of  the 
sepulchre,  which  the  Mohammedans  believe  every  man  must  undergo  after  death,  and  will  be 
very  terrible  to  the  unbelievers.'* 

P  See  chapter  2,  p.  11,  note  "". 

i  Al  Beidawi.  2  idem,  jallalo'ddin.  3  Idem.  «  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV 
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convenient  opportunity ,**  and  fear  not  GOD  ;  if  thou  take  them  in  war, 
disperse,  by  making  them  an  example^  those  who  shall  come  after 
t-hem,  that  they  may  be  warned  ;  or  if  thou  apprehend  treachery  from 
any  people,  throw  back  their  league  unto  them,  with  hke  treatment ; 
for  God  loveth  not  the  treacherous.  And  think  nof  that  the  unbehevers 
have  escaped  God's  veiigeance^  for  they  shall  not  weaken  the  power  oj 
God.  Therefore  prepare  against  them  what  force  ye  are  able,  and 
troops  of  horse,  whereby  ye  may  strike  a  terror  into  the  enemy  of  GOD, 
and  your  enemy,  and  into  other  infidels  besides  them,  whom  ye  know 
not,  but  God  knoweth  them.  And  whatsoever  ye  shall  expend  in  the 
defence  of  the  religion  of  God,  it  shall  be  repaid  unto  you,  and  ye  shall 
not  be  treated  unjustly.  And  if  they  incline  unto  peace,  do  thou  also 
incline  thereto  ;  and  put  thy  confidence  in  GOD,  for  it  is  he  who  heareth 
and  knoweth.  But  if  they  seek  to  deceive  thee,  verily  GOD  will  be 
thy  support.  It  is  he  who  hath  strengthened  thee  with  his  help,  and 
with  that  of  the  faithful ;  and  hath  united  their  hearts.  If  thou  hadst 
expended  whatever  riches  are  in  the  earth,  thou  couldst  not  have 
united  their  hearts,*  but  GOD  united  them  ;  for  he  is  mighty  a^td  w'isq. 
O  prophet,  God  is  thy  support,  and  such  of  the  true  believers  who 
followeth  thee."  O  prophet,  stir  up  the  faithful  to  war  :  if  twenty  of 
you  persevere  with  constancy,  they  shall  overcome  two  hundred,  and  if 
there  be  one  hundred  of  you,  they  shall  overcome  a  thousand  of  those 
who  believe  not ;  because  they  are  a  people  which  do  not  understand. 
Now  hath  GoD  eased  you,  for  he  knew  that  ye  were  weak.  If  there  be 
a  hundred  of  you  who  persevere  with  constancy^  they  shall  overcome 
two  hundred  ;  and  if  there  be  a  thousand  of  you,  they  shall  overcome 
two  thousand,^  by  the  permission  of  God  ;  for  GOD  is  with  those  who 
persevere.  It  hath  not  been  ^r^;^/^<^  unto  any  prophet,  that  he  should 
possess  captives,  until  he  had  made  a  great  slaughter  of  the  infidels  in 
the  earth.y  Ye  seek  the  accidental  goods  of  this  world,  but  GoD 
regardeth  the  life  to  come ;  and  GoD  is  mighty  atid  wise.  Unless  a 
revelation  had  been  previously  delivered  from  GOD,  verily  a  severe 
punishment  had  been  inflicted  on  you,  for  the  ransom  which  ye  took 
from  the  captives  at  Bedr^    Eat  therefore  of  what  ye  have  acquir- 

q  As  did  the  tribe  of  Koieidha.1 

•"  Some  copies  read  it  in  the  third  person.  Let  not  the  unbelievers  think,  &c. 

*  viz.,  Those  who  made  their  escape  from  Bedr. 

*  Because  of  the  inveterate  enmity  which  reigned  among  many  of  the  Arab  tribes ;  ;md 
therefore  this  reconciliation  is  reckoned  by  the  commentators  as  no  inconsiderable  miracle,  ;ind 
a  strong  proof  of  their  prophet's  mission. 

"  This  passage,  as  some  say,  was  revealed  in  a  plain  called  al  Beida,  between  Me:ca  and 
Medina,  during  the  expedition  of  Bedr ;  and,  as  others,  in  the  sixth  year  of  the  p/ophct's 
mission,  on  the  occasion  of  Omar's  embracing  Mohammedism. 

"  See  Levit.  xxvi.  8  ;  Josh  xxiii.  lo. 

y  Because  severity  ought  to  be  used  where  circumstances  require  it,  though  clem>:ncy  be 
more  preferable  where  it  may  be  exercised  with  safety.  While  the  Mohammedans,  theref  tre, 
were  weak,  and  their  religion  in  its  infancy,  God's  pleasure  was  that  the  opposcrs  of  ii  should 
be  cut  off,  as  is  particularly  directed  in  this  chapter.  For  which  reason,  they  are  here  up- 
braided with  their  preferring  the  lucre  of  the  ransom  to  their  duty 

*  That  is,  had  not  the  ransom  been,  in  strictness,  lawful  for  you  to  accept,  by  God  s  having 
in  general  terms  allowed  you  the  spoil  and  the  captives,  ye  had  been  severely  punished. 

Among  the  seventy  prisoners  which  the  Moslems  took  in  this  battle  were  Al  Abbas,  onr  of 
Mohammed's  uncles,  and  Okail,  the  son  of  Abu  Taleb  and  brother  of  AH.  \\'hen  they  were 
brought  before  Mohammed,  he  asking  the  advice  of  his  companions  what  should  be  done  with 

I  See  before,  p.  ti%,  and  c.  33. 


CHAP.  VIII.  AL  KORAN.  133 

ed,*  that  which  is  lawful  and  good  ;  for  God  is  gracious  and  merciful. 
O  prophet,  say  unto  the  captives  who  are  in  your  hands,  If  God  shall 
know  any  good  to  be  in  your  hearts,  he  will  give  you  better  than  what 
hath  been  taken  from  you  ;^  and  he  will  forgive  you,  for  God  is  gracious 
and  merciful.  But  if  they  seek  to  deceive  thee,°  verily  they  have 
deceived  God  before  ;  wherefore  he  hath  given  thee  power  over  them  •. 
and  God  is  knowing  and  wise.  Moreover  they  who  have  believed,  and 
have  fled  their  country,  and  employed  their  substance  and  their 
persons  in  fighting  for  the  religion  of  GOD,  and  they  who  have  given 
the  prophet  a  refuge  among  them^  and  have  assisted  him,  these  shall 
be  deemed  the  one  nearest  of  kin  to  the  other. "^  But  they  who  have 
believed,  but  have  not  fled  their  country,  shall  have  no  right  o/kindred 
at  all  with  you,  until  they  also  fly.  Yet  if  they  ask  assistance  of  you  on 
account  of  religion,  it  telongeth  unto  you  to  give  them  assistance ; 
except  against  a  people  between  whom  and  yourselves  there  shall  be 
a  league  sitbsistiitg :  and  GOD  seeth  that  which  ye  do.  And  as  to  the 
infidels,  let  them  be  deeined  of  kin  the  one  to  the  other.  Unless  ye 
do  this,  there  will  be  a  sedition  in  the  earth,  and  grievous  corruption. 
But  as  for  them  who  have  believed,  and  left  their  country,  and  have 
fought  for  God's  true  religion,  and  who  have  allowed  the  prophet  a 
retreat  among  them,  and  have  assisted  him,  these  are  really  believers 
they  shall  receive  mercy,  and  an  honourable  provision.    And  they  v\ 'no 

them,  Abu  Beer  was  for  releasing  them  on  their  paying:  ransom,  savins^,  that  they  were  neaf 
relations  to  the  prophet,  and  God  might  possibly  lorgive  them  on  tneir  repentance ;  but  Omar 
was  for  striking  off  their  heads,  as  professed  patrons  of  infidelity.  Monammed  did  not  approve 
of  the  latter  advice,  but  observed  that  Abu  Beer  resembled  Abraham,  who  interceded  for 
offenders,  and  that  Omar  was  like  Noah,  who  prayed  for  the  utter  extirpation  of  the  wicked 
antediluvians ;  and  thereupon  it  was  agreed  to  accept  a  ransom  from  them  and  their  fellow- 
captives.  Soon  after  which,  Omar,  going  into  the  prophet's  tent,  found  him  and  Abu  Beer 
weeping,  and,  asking  them  the  reason  of  their  tears,  Mohammed  acquainted  him  that  this  verse 
had  been  revealed,  condemning  their  ill-timed  lenity  towards  their  prisoners,  and  that  they 
had  narrowly  escaped  the  divine  vengeance  for  it,  adding  that,  if  God  had  not  passed  the 
matter  over,  they  had  certainly  been  destroyed  to  a  man,  excepting  only  Omar  and  Saad  Ebn 
Moadh,  a  person  of  as  great  severity,  and  who  was  also  for  putting  the  prisoners  to  death.l 
Yet  did  not  this  crime  go  absolutely  unpunished  neither :  for  in  the  battle  of  Ohod  the  Mos- 
lems lost  seventy  men,  equal  to  the  number  of  prisoners  taken  at  Bedr,2  which  was  so  ordered 
by  God,  as  a  retaliation  or  atonement  for  the  same. 

*  i.e..  Of  the  ransom  which  ye  have  received  of  your  prisoners.  For  it  seems,  on  this  rebuke, 
they  had  some  scruple  of  conscience  whether  they  might  convert  it  to  their  own  use  or  not. 3 

•>  That  is,  if  ye  repent  and  believe,  God  will  make  you  abundant  retribution  for  the  ransom 
ye  have  now  paid.  It  is  said  that  this  passage  was  revealed  on  the  particular  account  of  al 
Abbas,  who,  being  obliged  by  Mohammed,  though  his  uncle,  to  ransom  both  himself  and  his 
two  nephews,  Okail  and  Nawfal  Ebn  al  Hareth,  complained  that  he  should  be  reduced  to  beg 
alms  of  the  Koreish  as  long  as  he  lived.  Whereupon  Mohammed  asked  him  what  was  become 
of  the  gold  which  he  delivered  to  Or.im  al  Fadl  when  he  left  Mecca,  telling  her  that  he  knew 
not  what  might  befall  him  in  the  expedition,  and  therefore,  if  he  lost  his  life,  she  might  keep  it 
herself  for  the  use  of  her  and  her  children  ?  _A1  Abbas  demanded  who  told  him  this,  to  which 
Mohammed  replied  that  God  had  revealed  it  to  him.  And  upon  this  al  Abbas  immediately 
professed  Islamism,  declaring  that  none  could  know  of  that  affair  except  God,  because  he  gave 
her  the  money  at  midnight.  Some  years  after,  al  Abbas  reflecting  on  this  passage,  confessed 
it  to  be  fulfilled  ;  for  he  was  then  not  only  possessed  of  a  large  substance,  but  had  the  custody 
of  the  well  Zemzem,  which,  he  said,  he  preferred  to  all  the  riches  of  Mecca.^ 

*  By  not  paying  the  ransom  agreed  on. 

<•  And  shall  consequently  inherit  one  another's  substance,  preferably  to  their  relations  by 
blood.  And  this,  they  say,  was  practised  for  some  time,  the  Mohajerin  and  Ansars  being 
judged  heirs  to  one  another,  exclusive  of  the  deceased's  other  kindred,  till  this  passage  was 
abrogated  by  the  following  :  Those  who  are  related  by  blood  shall  be  deemed  the  Jiearest  of  kin 
to  each  other. 

1  Idem.^         2  See  c.  3.  P-  46.  3  Al  Beidawi.  <  Idem.     Vide  D'Herbel.  Bib)   Orient 

Art.  Abbas. 
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nave  believed  since,  and  have  fled  their  country,  and  have  fought  with 
you,  these  also  are  of  you.  And  those  who  are  related  by  consanguinity 
shall  be  deefned  the  nearest  of  kin  to  each  other,  preferably  to 
strangers^  according  to  the  book  of  GOD  ;  God  knoweth  all  things. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

ENTITLED,   THE  DECLARATION   OF   IMMUNITY  ;*  REVEALED   AT 

MEDINA. 

A  DECLARATION  of  immunity  from  GOD  and  his  apostle,  unto 
the  idolaters  with  whom  ye  have  entered  into  league.^  Go  to 
and  fro  in  the  earth  securely  four  months  ;§  and  know  that  ye  shall  not 
weaken  GOD,  and  that  GoD  will  disgrace  the  unbelievers.  And  a 
declaration  from  GOD  and  his  apostle  unto  the  people,  on  the  day  of 
the  greater  pilgrimage,^  that  GoD  is  clear  of  the  idolaters,  and  his 

®  The  reason  why  tha  chapter  had  this  title  appears  from  the  first  verse.  Some,  however, 
give  it  other  titles,  and  particularly  that  of  Repentance,  which  is  mentioned  immediately  after. 

It  is  observable  that  this  chapter  alone  has  not  the  auspiciatory  form,  /«  the  name  of  the 
most  tnercifiil  God,  prefixed  to  it ;  the  reason  of  which  omission,  as  some  think,  was,  because 
these  words  imply  a  concession  of  security,  which  is  utterly  taken  away  by  this  chapter,  after 
a  fixed  time  ;  wherefore  some  have  called  it  the  chapter  of  Pnuishrnent ;  others  say  that  Mo- 
hammed (who  died  soon  after  he  had  received  this  chapter),  having  given  no  direction  where 
it  should  be  placed,  nor  for  the  prefixing  the  Bismillah  to  it,  as  had  been  done  to  the  other 
chapters  ;  and  the  argument  of  this  chapter  bearing  a  near  resemblance  to  that  of  the  preceding, 
his  companions  differed  about  it,  some  saying  that  both  chapters  were  but  one,  and  together 
made  the  seventh  of  the  seven  long  ones,  and  others  that  they  were  two  distinct  chapters ; 
whereupon,  to  accommodate  the  dispute,  they  left  a  space  between  them,  but  did  not  interpose 
the  distinction  of  the  Bismillah.l 

It  is  agreed  that  this  chapter  was  the  last  which  was  revealed  ;  and  the  only  one,  as  Moham- 
med declared,  which  was  revealed  entire  and  at  once,  except  the  hundred  and  tenth. 

Some  will  have  the  two  last  verses  to  have  been  revealed  at  Mecca. 

f  Some  understand  this  sentence  of  the  itmnunity  or  security  therein  granted  to  the  infidels 
for  the  space  of  four  months  ;  but  others  think  that  the  words  properly  signify  that  Mohammed 
is  here  declared  by  God  to  be  absolutely /ri?^  and  discharged  from  all  truce  or  league  with 
them,  after  the  expiration  of  that  time  ;2  and  this  last  seems  to  be  the  truest  interpretation. 

Mohammed's  thus  renouncing  all  league  with  those  who  would  not  receive  him  as  the  apostle 
of  God,  or  submit  to  become  tributary,  was  the  consequence  of  the  great  power  to  which  he 
was  now  arrived.  But  the  pretext  he  made  use  of  was  the  treachery  he  had  met  with  among 
the  Jewish  and  idolatrous  Arabs — scarce  any  keeping  faith  with  him,  except  Banu  Damra, 
iBanu  Kenana,  and  a  few  others. 3 

t,  Tliese  months  were  Shawal,  Dhu'lkaada,  Dhu'lhajja,  and  Moharram  ;  the  chapter  being 
revealed  in  Shawal.  Vet  others  compute  them  from  the  tenth  of  Dhu'lhajja,  when  the  chapter 
was  published  at  Mecca,  awd  consequently  make  them  expire  on  the  tenth  of  the  former  Rabi.* 

h  viz.,  The  tenth  of  Dhu'lhajja,  when  they  slay  the  victims  at  Mina  ;  which  day  is  their  great 
feast,  and  completes  the  ceremonies  of  the  pilgrimage.  Some  suppose  the  adjective  ^rc-^/^r  is 
added  here  to  distinguish  the  pilfjrimage  made  at  the  appointed  time  from  lesser /'igrimages, 
as  they  may  be  called,  or  visitations  of  the  Caaba,  which  may  be  performed  at  anj  cime  of  thtf 
year  ;  or  else  because  the  concourse  at  the  pilgrimage  this  year  was  greater  than  ordinary,  both 
Moslems  and  idolaters  being  present  at  it. 

The  promulgation  of  this  chapter  was  committed  by  Mohammed  to  Ali,  who  rode  for  that 
purpose  on  the  prophet's  slit-eared  camel  from  Medina  to  Mecca  ;  and  on  the  day  above 
mentioned,  standing  up  before  the  whole  assembly  at  al  Akaba,  told  them  that  he  was  the 

1  Al  Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddin,  Yahya,  &c.  '•  Idem.  3  Idem.  *  Idem,  al  Zamakih., 

Jallalo'ddin. 
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apostle  also.  Wherefore  if  ye  repent,  this  will  be  better  for  you  ;  but 
if  ye  turn  back,  know  that  ye  shall  not  weaken  God  :  and  denounce 
unto  those  who  believe  not,  a  painful  punishment.  Except  such  of  the 
idolaters  with  whom  ye  shall  have  entered  into  a  league,  and  who  after- 
wards shall  not  fail  you  in  any  instance,  nor  assist  any  other  against 
you.*  Wherefore  perform  the  covenant  which  ye  shall  have  made  with 
them,  until  their  time  shall  be  elapsed j  for  GOD  loveth  those  who  fear 
him.  And  when  the  months  wherein  ye  are  not  allowed  to  attack  them, 
shall  be  past,  kill  the  idolaters  wheresoever  ye  shall  find  them,^  and 
take  them  prisoners^  and  besiege  them,  and  lay  wait  for  them  in  every 
convenient  place.  But  if  they  shall  repent,  and  observe  the  appointed 
times  of  prayer,  and  pay  the  legal  alms,  dismiss  them  freely  ;  for  GOD 
is  gracious  and  merciful.  And  if  any  of  the  idolaters  shall  demand 
protection  of  thee,  grant  him  protection,  that  he  may  hear  the  word  of 
God  ;  and  afterwards  let  him  reach  the  place  of  his  security.^  This 
shall  thou  dOy  because  they  are  people  which  know  not  the  excellency  of 
the  religion  thou  preachest.  How  shall  the  idolaters  be  admitted  into 
a  league  with  God  and  with  his  apostle  ;  except  those  wi-th  whom  ye 
entered  into  a  league  at  the  holy  temple .''™  So  long  as  they  behave 
with  fidelity  towards  you,  do  ye  also  behave  with  fidelity  towards  them ; 
for  God  loveth  those  who  fear  him.  How  can  they  be  admitted  into  a 
league  with  you^  since,  if  they  prevail  against  you,  they  will  not  regard 
in  you  either  consanguinity  or  faith  1  They  will  please  you  with  their 
mouths,  but  their  hearts  will  be  aiversQ  frojn  you  j  for  the  greater  part 
of  them  are  wicked  doers.  They  sell  the  signs  of  God  for  a  small 
price,  and  obstruct  his  way  ;  it  is  certainly  evil  which  they  do.  They 
regard  not  in  a  believer  either  consanguinity  or  faith  ;  and  these  are. 
the  transgressors.  Yet  if  they  repent,  and  observe  the  appointed  times 
of  prayer,  and  give  alms,  they  shall  be  deemed  your  brethren  in  religion. 
We  distinctly  propound  our  signs  unto  people  who  understand.  But  if 
they  violate  their  oaths,  after  their  league,  and  revile  your  religion, 
oppose  the  leaders  of  infidelity  (for  there  is  no  trust  in  them),  that  they 
may  desist /r<9;;«  their  treachery.  Will  ye  not  fight  against  people  who 
have  violated  their  oaths,  and  conspired  to  expel  the  apostle  of  Godj 
and  who  of  their  own  accord  assaulted  you  the  first  time  ?^  Will  ye 
fear  them  ?  But  it  is  more  just  that  ye  should  fear  GOD,  if  ye  are  true 
believers.      Attack  them  therefore;  GOD  shall  punish  them  by  your 

messenger  of  the  apostle  of  God  unto  them.  Whereupon  they  asking  him  what  was  his  errand, 
he  read  twenty  or  thirty  verses  of  the  chapter  to  them,  and  then  said,  /  am  commanded  to 
acquaint  you  with  four  tilings :  i.  That  no  idolater  is  to  come  7iear  the  temple  oj  Mecca  after 
this  year ;  2.  That  no  fitanpj-esnme  to  compass  the  Caaba  naked  for  theftture;^  3.  That  noTU 
but  true  believers  shall  enter  paradise  ;  aftd  4.   That  public  faith  is  to  be  kept  6 

J  So  that  notwithstanding  Mohammed  renounces  ali  league  with  those  who  had  deceived  him, 
he  declares  himself  ready  to  perform  his  engagements  to  such  as  had  been  true  to  him. 

^  Either  within  or  without  the  sacred  territory, 

I  That  is,  you  shall  give  him  a  safe-conduct,  that  he  may  return  home  again  securely,  incase 
he  shall  not  think  fit  to  embrace  Mohammedism. 

°^  These  are  the  persons  before  excepted. 

^  Pi.s  did  the  Koreish  in  assisting  the  tribe  of  Beer  against  those  of  Khozaah,7  jmd  laying  a 
design  to  ruin  Mohammed,  without  any  just  provocation  ;  and  as  several  of  the  Jewish  tiibes 
did,  by  aiding  the  enemy,  and  endeavouring  to  oblige  the  p.ophet  to  leave  Medina,  as  he  had 
been  obliged  to  leave  Mecca.8 

5  See  before,  cap.  7,  p.  107.  6  Al  Eeidawi.     Vide  Abulfed.  Vit.  Moh.  p  127^  &c 

"  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  p.  42.  -      8  Al  Beidawi. 
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hands,  and  will  cover  them  with  shame,  and  will  give  you  the  victory 
over  them  ;  and  he  will  heal  the  breasts  of  the  people  who  believe,*' 
and  will  take  away  the  indignation  of  their  hearts  :  for  GOD  will  be 
turned  unto  whom  he  pleaseth  ;  and  GOD  is  knowing  and  wise. 
Did  ye  imagine  that  ye  should  be  abandoned,  whereas  GOD  did  not 
yet  know  those  among  you  who  sought  for  his  religion^  and  took  not 
any  besides  GOD,  and  his  apostle,  and  the  iT^A'CcviviX for  their  friends?  GOD 
is  well  acquainted  with  that  which  ye  do.  It  is  not  fitting  that  the  idola- 
ters should  visit  the  temples  of  GOD,  being  witnesses  against  their  own 
souls  of  their  infidelity.  The  works  of  these  men  are  vain  ;  and  they  shall 
remain  in  hell  fire  for  ever.  But  he  only  shall  visit  the  temples  of  GOD, 
who  believeth  in  GOD  and  the  last  day,  and  is  constant  at  prayer,  and 
payeth  the  legal  alms,  and  feareth  GOD  alone.  These  perhaps  may 
become  of  the  number  of  those  who  are  rightly  directed.^  Do  ye 
reckon  the  giving  drink  to  the  pilgrims,  and  the  visiting  of  the  holy 
temple,  to  be  actions  as  meritorious  as  those  performed  by  him  who 
believeth  in  God  and  the  last  day,  and  fighteth  for  the  religion  of  GOD  ?** 
They  shall  not  be  held  equal  with  God  :  for  God  directeth  not  the 
unrighteous  people.  They  who  have  believed,  and  fled  their  country, 
and  employed  their  substance  and  their  persons  in  the  defence  of 
God's  true  religion,  shall  be  in  the  highest  degree  of  honour  with.  GOD; 
and  these  are  they  who  shall  be  happy.  Their  LORD  sendeth  them 
good  tidings  of  mercy  from  him,  and  goodwill,  and  of  gardens  wherein 
they  shall  enjoy  lasting  pleasure  ;  they  shall  continue  therein  for  ever  : 
for  God  is  a  great  reward.  O  true  believers,  take  not  your  fathers  or 
your  brethren  for  friends,  if  they  love  infidelity  above  faith  ;  and  who- 
soever among  you  shall  take  them  for  his  friends,  they  will  be  unjust 
doers.  Say,  If  your  fathers,  and  your  sons,  and  your  brethren,  and 
your  wives,  and  your  relations,  and  yottr  substance  which  ye  have 
acquired,  and  your  merchandise  which  ye  apprehend  may  not  be  sold 
off,  and  your  dwellings  wherein  ye  delight,  be  more  dear  unto  you  than 
God,  and  his  apostle,  and  the  advancement  of  his  religion  ;  wait,  until 
God  shall  send  his  command  :'  for  God  directeth  not  the  ungodly 
people.  Now  hath  God  assisted  you  in  many  engagements,  and 
particularly  at  the  battle  of  Honein  f  when  ye  pleased  yourselves  in 

0  viz.,  Those  of  Khozaah  ;  or,  as  others  say,  certain  families  of  Yaman  and  Saba,  who  went  to 
Mecca,  and  there  professed  Mohammedism,  but  were  very  injuriously  treated  by  the  inhabi- 
tants ;  whereupon  they  complained  to  Mohammed,  who  bade  them  take  comfort,  for  that  joy  was 
approaching.! 

P  These  words  are  to  warn  the  believers  from  having  too  great  a  confidence  in  their  own 
merits,  and  likewise  to  deter  the  unbelievers ;  for  if  the  faithful  will  but  perhaps  be  saved, 
what  can  the  others  hope  for  ?"^ 

q  This  passage  was  revealed  on  occasion  of  some  words  of  al  Abbas,  Mohammed's  uncle, 
who,  when  he  was  taken  prisoner,  being  bitterly  reproached  by  the  Moslems,  and  particularly 
by  his  nephew  AH,  answered  :  Vojt  rip  itp  our  ill  actions,  hut  take  no  notice  of  our  good  ones ; 
tve  visit  the  te^nple  0/  Mecca,  and  adorn  tlie  Caaba  with  hangings,  and  give  drink  to  the  pil' 
zrims  (of  Zemzem  water,  I  suppose)  a7id/ree  captives."^ 

*"  Or  shall  punish  you.     Some  suppose  the  taking  of  Mecca  to  be  here  intended. * 

■  This  battle  was  fought  in  the  eighth  year  of  the  Hejra,  in  the  valley  of  Honein,  which  lies 
about  three  miles  from  Mecca  towards  Tajef,  between  Mohammed,  who  had  an  army  of  twelve 
thousand  men,  and  the  tribes  of  Hawazen  and  Thakif,  whose  forces  did  not  exceed  four  thou- 
sand. The  Mohammedans,  seeing  themselves  so  greatly  superior  to  their  enemies,  made  sure 
of  tb.e  victory ;  a  certain  person,  whom  some  suppose  to  have  been  the  prophet  himself,  cr^'ing 
out.  Then  can  never  be  overcome  by  so  few.     But  Gou  was  so  highly  displeased  with  this  cod- 

1  Idem.         2  Idem.         '  Idem  *  IJcin 
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your  multitude,  but  it  was  no  manner  of  advantage  unto  you,  and  the 
earth  became  too  strait  for  you,*  notwithstanding  it  was  spacious  ;  then 
did  ye  retreat  and  turn  your  backs.  Afterwards  God  sent  down  his 
security"  upon  his  apostle  and  upon  the  faithful,  and  sent  down  troops 
of  angels'^  which  ye  saw  not ;  and  he  punished  those  who  disbelieved  : 
and  this  was  the  reward  of  the  unbelievers.  Nevertheless  God  will 
hereafter  be  turned  unto  whom  he  pleaseth  -J  for  God  is  gracious  and 
merciful.  O  true  believers,  verily  the  idolaters  are  unclean  ;  let  them 
not  therefore  come  near  unto  the  holy  temple  after  this  year.*  And  if 
ye  fear  want,  by  the  cuttmg  off  trade  and  cofmniinication  with  them, 
God  will  enrich  you  of  his  abundance,^  if  he  pleaseth  ;  for  GOD  is 
knowing  and  wise.  Fight  against  them  who  believe  not  in  GOD,  nor  in 
the  last  day,'^  and  forbid  not  that  which  GoD  and  his  apostle  have 
forbidden,  and  profess  not  the  true  religion,  of  those  unto  whom  the 
scriptures  have  been  delivered,  until  they  pay  tribute  by  right  of  sub- 
jection,"  and  they  be  reduced  low.     The  Jews  say,  Ezra  is  the  son  of 

fidence,  that  in  the  first  encounter  the  Moslems  were  put  to  flight.S  some  of  them  running  away 
quite  to  Mecca,  so  that  none  stood  their  ground  except  Mohammed  himself,  and  some  few  of 
his  family ;  and  they  say  the  prophet's  courage  was  so  great,  that  his  uncle  al  Abbas,  and  his 
cousin  Abu  Sofian  Ebn  al  Hareth,  had  much  ado  to  prevent  his  spurring  his  mule  into  the  mids/ 
of  the  enemy,  by  laying  hold  of  the  bridle  and  stirrup.  Then  he  ordered  al  Abbas,  who  had 
the  voice  of  a  Stentor,  to  recall  his  flying  troops ;  upon  which  they  rallied,  and  the  prophet 
throwing  a  handful  of  dust  against  the  enemy,  they  attacked  them  a  second  time,  and  by  the 
divine  assistance  gained  the  victory. 6 

*  For  the  valley  being  very  deep,  and  encompassed  by  craggy  mountains,  the  enemy  placed 
themselves  in  ambush  on  every  side,  attacking  them  in  the  straits  and  narrow  passages,  and 
from  behind  the  rocks,  with  great  advantage. 1 

"  The  original  word  is  Sakinat,  which  the  commentators  interpret  in  this  sense  ;  but  it  seems 
rather  to  signify  the  divine  presence,  or  Shechinah,  appearing  to  aid  the  Moslems.2 

'f  As  to  the  number  of  these  celestial  auxiliaries,  the  commentators  differ  ;  some  say  they  were 
five  thousand,  some  eight  thousand,  and  others  sixteen  thousand. 3 

y  Besides  a  great  number  of  proselytes  who  were  gained  by  this  battle,  Mohammed,  on  their 
request,  was  so  generous  as  to  restore  the  captives  (which  were  no  less  than  six  thousand)  to 
their  friends,  and  offered  to  make  amends  himself  to  any  of  his  men  who  should  not  be  willing 
to  part  with  his  prisoners  ;  but  they  all  consented  to  it.^ 

^  Which  was  the  ninth  year  of  the  Hejra.  In  consequence  of  this  prohibition,  neither  Jews 
nor  Christians,  nor  those  of  any  other  religion,  are  suffered  to  come  near  Mecca  to  this  day. 

»  This  promise,  says  al  Beidawi,  was  fulfilled  bj^  God's  sending  plenty  of  rain,  and  disposing 
the  inhabitants  of  Tebala  and  Jorash,  two  towns  in  Yaman,  to  embrace  Islam,  who  thereupon 
brought  sufficient  provisions  to  Mohammed's  men ;  and  also  by  the  subsequent  coming  in  of 
the  Arabs  from  all  quarters  to  him. 

^  That  is,  who  have  not  a  just  and  true  faith  in  these  matters  ;  but  either  believe  a  plurality 
of  gods,  or  deny  the  eternity  of  hell  torments,^  or  the  delights  of  paradise  as  described  in  the 
Koran.  For  as  it  appears  by  the  following  words,  the  Jews  and  Christians  are  the  persons  here 
chiefly  meant. 

•=  This  I  think  the  true  meaning  of  the  words  an  yadin,  which  literally  signify  by  or  out  of 
hatid,  and  are  variously  interpreted :  some  supposing  they  mean  that  the  tribute  is  to  be  paid 
readily,  or  by  their  oT.vn  hands  and  not  by  another  ;  or  that  tribute  is  to  be  exacted  of  the  rich 
only,  or  those  who  are  able  to  pay  it,  and  not  of  the  poor ;  or  else  that  it  is  to  be  taken  as  a 
favour  that  the  Mohammedans  are  satisfied  with  so  small  an  imposition,  &c.6 

That  the  Jews  and  Christians  are,  according  to  this  law,  to  be  admitted  to  protection  on  pay- 
ment of  tribute,  there  is  no  doubt:  though  the  Mohammedan  doctors  differ  as  to  those  of 
other  religions.  It  is  said  that  Omar  at  first  refused  to  accept  tribute  from  a  Magian,  till 
Abd'alrahman  Ebn  Awf  assured  him  that  Mohammed  himself  had  granted  protection  to  a 
Magian,  and  ordered  that  the  professors  of  that  religion  should  be  included  among  the  people 
of  the  book,  or  those  who  found  their  religion  on  some  book  which  they  suppose  to  be  of  divine 
original.  And  itis  the  mcae  received  opinion  that  these  three  religions  only  ought  to  be  tole- 
rated on  the  condition  of  paying  tribute  :  others,  however,  admit  the  Sabians  also.    Abu  Hanifa 

»  See  Prid.  Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  96,  &c.  Hotting.  Hist.  Orient,  p.  271,  &c.  D'HerbeL 
Bibl.  Orient,  p.  601.  6  Al  Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddin,  Abulfeda,  Vit.  Moh.  p.  112,  &c.  1  Ebn 
Ishak.  2  See  cap.  2,  p.  27,  note  k.  3  Al  Beidawi.  4  Idem.  5  See  cap.  2,  p.  10. 

and  cap  3,  p.  34.         6  Vide  al  Beidawi. 
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God  -^  and  the  Christians  say,  Christ  is  the  son  of  GOD.  This  is  their 
saying  in  their  mouths  :  they  imitate  the  saying  of  those  who  were 
unbehevers  in  former  times.  May  GOD  resist  them.  How  are  they 
infatuated  !  They  take  their  priests  and  their  monks  for  their  lords, 
besides  God,®  and  Christ  the  son  of  Mary  ;  although  they  are  com- 
manded to  worship  one  God  only  :  there  is  no  GoD  but  he ;  far  be 
that  from  him,  which  they  associate  with  him  !  They  seek  to  extinguish 
the  hght  of  God  with  their  mouths  ;  but  GOD  willeth  no  other  than  to 
perfect  his  light,  although  the  infidels  be  averse  thereto.  It  is  he  who 
hath  sent  his  apostle  with  the  direction,  and  true  rehgion :  that  he  may 
cause  it  to  appear  superior  to  every  other  religion ;  although  the 
idolaters  be  averse  thereto.  O  true  believers,  verily  many  of  the  priests 
and  monks  devour  the  substance  of  men  in  vanity,^  and  obstruct  the 
way  of  God.  But  unto  those  who  treasure  up  gold  and  silver,  and 
employ  it  not  for  the  advancement  of  God's  true  religion,  denounce  a 
grievous  punishment.  On  the  day  ofjudg?nent  their  treasures  shall  be 
intensely  heated  in  the  fire  of  hell,  and  their  foreheads,  and  their  sides, 
and  their  backs  shall  be  stigmatized  therewith  ;  a7td  their  torme^itors 
shall  say,  This  is  what  ye  have  treasured  up  for  your  souls ;  taste  there- 
fore that  which  ye  have  treasured  up.     Moreover,  the  complete  number 

supposed  people  of  any  religion  might  be  suffered,  except  the  idolatrous  Arabs ;  and  Malet 
excepted  only  apostates  from  Rlohammedism. 

The  least  tribute  that  can  be  taken  from  every  such  person,  is  generally  agreed  K.o\i^2Ldin&r, 
or  about  ten  shillings,  a  year  ;  nor  can  he  be  obliged  to  pay  more  unless  he  consent  to  it ;  and 
this,  they  say,  ought  to  be  laid  as  well  on  the  poor  as  on  the  rich.l  But  Abu  Hanifa  decided 
that  the  rich  should  pay  forty-eight  dirhems  (twenty,  and  sometimes  twenty-five,  of  which 
made  a  dinar)  a  year  ;  one  in  middling  circumstances  half  that  sum  ;  and  a  poor  man,  who  was 
able  to  get  his  living,  a  quarter  of  it :  but  that  he  who  was  not  able  to  support  himself  should 
pay  nothing. 2 

^  This  grievous  charge  against  the  Jews  the  commentators  endeavour  to  support  by  telling 
us  that  it  is  meant  of  some  ancient  heterodox  Jews,  or  else  of  some  Jews  of  Medina  ;  who  said 
so  for  no  other  reason  than  for  that  the  law  being  utterly  lost  and  forgotten  during  the  Baby- 
lonish captivity,  Ezra,  having  oeen  raised  to  life  after  he  had  been  dead  one  hundred  years,3 
dictated  the  whole  anew  to  the  scribes,  out  of  his  own  memory ;  at  which  they  greatly  marvelled, 
and  declared  that  he  could  not  have  done  it  unless  he  were  the  son  of  God. ^  Al  Beidawi  adds 
tliat  the  imputation  must  be  true,  because  this  verse  was  read  to  the  Jews,  and  they  did  not 
contradict  it ;  which  they  were  ready  enough  to  do  in  other  instances. 

That  Ezra  did  thus  restore  not  only  the  Pentateuch,  but  also  the  other  books  of  the  Old 
Testament,  by  divine  revelation,  was  the  opinion  of  several  of  the  Christian  fathers,  who  are 
quoted  by  Dr.  Prideaux,^  and  of  some  other  writers  ;6  which  they  seem  to  have  first  borrowed 
from  a  passage  in  that  very  ancient  apocryphal  book,  called  (in  our  English  Bible)  the  second 
book  of  Esdras.''  Dr.  Prldeaux^  tells  us  that  herein  the  fathers  attributed  more  to  Ezra  than 
the  Jews  themselves,  who  suppose  that  he  only  collected  and  set  forth  a  correct  edition  of  th" 
scriptures,  which  he  laboured  much  in,  and  went  a  great  way  in  the  perfecting  of  it.  It  is  not 
improbable,  however,  that  the  fiction  came  originally  from  the  Jews,  though  they  be  now  of 
another  opinion,  and  I  cannot  fix  it  upon  them  by  any  direct  proof.  For,  not  to  insist  on  the 
testimony  of  the  Mohammedans  (which  yet  I  cannot  but  think  of  some  little  weight  in  a  point 
of  this  nature),  it  is  allowed  by  the  most  sagacious  critics  that  the  second  book  of  Ezra  was 
^witten  by  a  Christian  indeed,'-^  but  yet  one  who  had  been  bred  a  Jew.  and  was  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  fables  of  the  Rabbins  ;1<*  and  the  story  itself  is  perfectly  in  the  taste  and 
way  of  thinking  of  those  men. 

*  See  chap.  3,  p.  39,  note  * 

f  By  taking  of  bribes,  says  al  Reidawi ;  meaning,  probably,  the  money  they  took  for  dispens- 
ing with  the  commands  of  God,  and  by  way  of  commutation. 

1  Vide  Reland.  de  Jure  Militari  Mohammedanor.  p.  17  and  50.  2  Al  Beidawi.  '  See 

cap.  2,  p.  28.  **  Al  Beidawi,  al  Zamakhshari,  &c.  5  Connect,  part  i.  1.  5,  p.  ^2'\. 

6  Athanasius  junior,  in  Synopsi  S.  Script,  torn.  ii.  p.  86.  Leontius  Byzantin.  de  Sectis,  p.  428. 
'  Cap.  xiv.  20,  &c.         8  Loco  citat.  9  See  2  Esdras  ii.  43 — 47  ;  and  vii.  cS,  S:c.         1^*  Vide 

Dodwelli  Dissert.  Cyprian.  Dissert.  4,  §  2.  Whiston's  Essay  on  the  Apostolical  Constit.  p.  34. 
)6,  and  304,  &c. ;  et  Fabricii  Codic.  Apocryph.  Novi  Tt5.t.  part  ii.  p.  936,  &c 
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of  months  with  GOD,  is  twelve  months,8  which  were  ordained  in  the 
book  of  GOD,^  on  the  day  whereon  he  created  the  heavens  and  the 
earth  :  of  these,  four  are  sacred.^  This  is  the  right  rehgion  :  therefore 
deal  not  unjustly  with  yourselves  therein.  But  attack  the  idolaters  in 
all  the  iiio?tths,  as  they  attack  you  in  all  -^  and  know  that  God  is  with 
those  who  fear  him.  Verily  the  transferring  of  a  sacred  month  to 
another  mo7tth,  is  an  additional  infidelity.^  The  unbelievers  are  led 
into  an  error  thereby :  they  allow  a  month  to  be  violated  one  year,  and 
declare  it  sacred  another  year,"^  that  they  may  agree  in  the  number  of 
months  which  GOD  hath  commanded  to  be  kept  sacred  ;  and  they  allow 
that  which  GOD  hath  forbidden.  The  evil  of  their  actions  hath  been 
prepared  for  them  :  for  GOD  directeth  not  the  unbeheving  people.  O 
true  believers,  what  ailed  you,  that,  when  it  was  said  unto  you,  Go 
forth  to  fight  for  the  religion  of  GOD,  ye  inclined  heavily  towards  the 
earth  ?"  Do  ye  prefer  the  present  life  to  that  which  is  to  come  ?  But  the 
provision  of  this  life,  in  respect  of  \S\2X  which  is  to  come,  is  but  slender. 
Unless  ye  go  forth  when  ye  are  summo7ied  to  war,  God  will  punish 
you  with  a  grievous  punishment ;  and  he  will  place  another  people  in 
your  stead,®  and  ye  shall  not  hurt  him  at  all ;  for  GOD  is  almighty. 
If  ye  assist  not  the  prophet,  verily  God  will  assist  hi7?i,  as  he  assisted 
him  formerly,  when  the  unbelievers  drove  him  out  of  Alecc a,  l\i%  second. 
of  two  :^  when  they  were  both  in  the  cave  :  when  he  said  unto  his  com- 
panion, Be  not  grieved,  for  God  is  with  us.**  And  God  sent  down  his 
security'  upon  him,  and  strengthened  him  with  armies  of  a}igels,\\h.ovci 
ye  saw  not."    And  he  made  the  word  of  those  who  believed  not  to  be 

6  According  to  this  passage,  the  intercalation  of  a  month  every  third  or  second  year,  which 
the  Arabs  had  learned  of  the  Jews,  in  order  to  reduce  their  lunar  years  to  solar  years,  is  ab- 
solutely unlawful.  For  by  this  means  they  fixed  the  time  of  the  pilgrimage  and  of  the  fast  of 
Ramadan  to  certain  seasons  of  the  year  which  ought  to  be  ambulatory.l 

b  viz.,  The  preserved  table. 

»  See  the  Prelim.  Discourse,  Sect.  VII. 

k  For  it  is  not  reasonable  that  you  should  observe  the  sacred  months  with  regard  to  those  who 
do  not  acknowledge  them  to  be  sacred,  but  make  war  against  you  therein. 2 

1  This  was  an  invention  or  innovation  of  the  idolatrous  Arabs,  whereby  they  avoided  keeping 
a  sacred  month,  when  it  suited  not  their  convei;iency,  by  keeping  a  profane  month  in  its 
stead  ;  transferring,  for  example,  the  observance  of  Moharram  to  the  succeeding  month  Safar. 
The  first  man  who  put  this  in  practice,  they  say,  was  Jonada  Ebn  Awf,  of  the  tribe  of  Kenana.3 

These  ordinances  relating  to  the  months  were  promulgated  by  Mohammed  himself  at  the 
pilgrimage  oi  valedictionA 

™  As  did  Jonada,  who  made  public  proclamation  at  the  assembly  of  pilgrims,  that  their  gods 
had  allowed  Moharram  to  be  profane,  whereupon  they  observed  it  not ;  but  the  next  year  he 
told  them  that  the  gods  had  ordered  it  to  be  kept  sacred.^ 

"  viz..  In  the  expedition  of  Tabuc,  a  town  situate  about  half-way  between  Medina  and 
Damascus,  which  Mohammed  undertook  against  the  Greeks,  vvdth  an  army  of  thirty  thousand 
men,  in  the  ninth  year  of  the  Hejra.  On  this  expedition  the  Moslems  set  out  with  great  un- 
willingness, because  it  was  undertaken  in  the  midst  of  the  summer  heats,  and  at  a  time  of  great 
drought  and  scarcity ;  whereby  the  soldiers  suflfered  so  much,  that  this  army  was  called  the 
distressed  army :  besides,  their  fruits  were  just  ripe,  and  they  had  much  rather  have  stayed  to 
have  gathered  them. 6 

0  See  chap.  5,  p.  80. 

P  That  is,  having  only  Abu  Beer  with  him. 

q  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  II.  p.  39. 

''  See  before,  p.  137,  note  ". 

*  Who,  as  some  imagine,  gtjarded  him  in  the  cave.    Or  the  words  may  relate  to  the  SUccoura 

1  See  Prid.  Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  65,  &c.,  and  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  and  VII.  2  See 
cap.  2,  p.  20.  3  Al  Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddin.  Vide  Poc.  Spec.  p.  323,  and  the  Prelim.  Disc. 
Sect.  VII.  4  Abulfeda,  Vit.  Moh.  p.  133.  5  Al  Beidawi.  «  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin.  Vide 
Abuifeda,  Vit.  Moh.  p.  123, 
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abased,  and  the  word  of  GOD  was  exalted  ;  for  GOD  /j  mighty  and^'vs,^. 
Go  forth  to  battle^  both  Hght  and  heavy,*  and  employ  your  substance 
and  your  persons  for  the  advancement  of  GOD's  religion.  This  will  be 
better  for  you,  if  ye  know  it.  If  it  had  been  a  near  advantage  and  a 
moderate  journey,  they  had  surely  followed  thee  ;"  but  the  way  seemed 
tedious  unto  them  :  and  yet  they  will  swear  by  GoD,  sayings  If  we  had 
been  able,  we  had  surely  gone  forth  with  you.  They  destroy  their  own 
souls  ;  for  GOD  knoweth  that  they  are  liars.  GOD  forgive  thee  !  why 
didst  thou  give  them  leave  to  stay  at  home^  until  they  who  speak  the 
truth,  when  they  excuse  themselves^  had  become  manifested  unto  thee, 
and  thou  hadst  known  the  liars  ?  They  who  believe  in  GoD  and  the  last 
day,  will  not  ask  leave  of  thee  to  be  excused  from  employing  their  sub- 
stance and  their  persons  for  the  advancement  of  God's  true  religion  ; 
and  God  knoweth  those  who  fear  hitn.  Verily  they  only  will  ask  leave 
of  thee  to  stay  behind,  who  believe  not  in  GOD  and  the  last  day,  and 
whose  hearts  doubt  concerning  the  faith :  wherefore  they  are  tossed  to 
and  fro  in  their  doubting.  If  they  had  been  willing  to  go  forth  with 
thee,  they  had  certainly  prepared  for  that  purpose  a  provision  of  arms 
and  necessaries :  but  God  was  averse  to  their  going  forth  ;  wherefore 
he  rendered  them  slothful,  and  it  was  said  7into  them,  Sit  ye  still  with 
those  who  sit  still.y  If  they  had  gone  forth  with  you,  they  had  only 
been  a  burden  unto  you,  and  had  run  to  and  fro  between  you,  stirring 
you  up  to  sedition  ;  and  there  would  have  been  some  among  you  who 
would  have  given  ear  unto  them  :  and  God  knoweth  the  wicked.  They 
formerly  sought  to  raise  a  sedition,^  and  they  disturbed  thy  affairs, 
until  the  truth  came,  and  the  decree  of  GoD  was  made  manifest ; 
although  they  were  averse  thereto.  There  is  of  them  who  saith  unto 
thee,  Give  me  leave  to  stay  behind,  and  expose  me  not  to  temptation.* 
Have  they  not  fallen  into  temptation  at  ho7ne  f^  But  hell  will  surely 
encompass  the  unbelievers.  If  good  happen  unto  thee,  it  grieveth  them : 
but  if  a  misfortune  befall  thee,  they  say.  We  ordered  our  business  be- 
fore f  and  they  turn  their  backs,  and  rejoice  at  thy  mishap.  Say, 
Nothing  shall  befall  us,  but  what  God  hath  decreed  for  us  :  he  is  our 
patron  :  and  on  GOD  let  the  faithful  trust.  Say,  Do  ye  expect  any 
other  should  befall  us  than  one  of  the  two  most  excellent  things ;  either 

from  heaven  which  Mohammed  pretended  to  have  received  in  several  encounters  ;  as  at  Bedr, 
the  war  of  the  ditch,  and  the  battle  of  Honein. 

*  i.e..  Whether  the  expedition  be  agreeable  or  not;  or  whether  ye  have  sufficient  arms  and 
provisions  or  not ;  or  whether  ye  be  on  horseback  or  on  foot,  &c. 

"  That  is,  had  there  been  no  difficulties  to  surmount  in  the  expedition  of  Tabuc,  and  the 
march  thither  had  been  short  and  easy,  so  that  the  plunder  might  have  cost  them  little  or  no 
trouble,  they  would  not  have  been  so  backward. 

^  For  Mohammed  excused  several  of  his  men,  on  their  request,  from  going  on  this  expedi- 
tion ;  as  Abda'llah  Ebn  Obba  and  his  hypocritical  adherents,  and  also  three  of  the  Ansars,  for 
which  he  is  here  reprehended. 

y  i.e..  With  the  women  and  children,  and  other  impotent  people. 

z  As  they  did  at  the  battle  of  Ohod.l 

»  By  obliging  me  to  go,  against  my  will,  on  an  expedition,  the  hardships  of  which  may  tempt 
me  to  rebel  or  to  desert.  It  is  related  that  one  Jadd  Ebn  Kais  said  that  the  Ansars  well  knew 
he  was  much  given  to  women,  and  he  dared  not  trust  himself  with  the  Greek  girls ;  wherefore 
he  desired  he  might  be  left  behind,  and  he  would  assist  them  with  his  purse. 2 

^  Discovering  their  hypocrisy  by  their  backwardness  to  go  to  war  for  the  promotion  of  tli« 
true  religion. 

*  TTiat  is,  we  took  care  to  keep  out  of  harm's  way  by  staying  at  hom« 

See  car.  3,  p.  45,  &c.        '  ^'^  npjd^wi. 
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victory  or  martyrdom  f  But  we  expect  concerning  you,  that  Gob 
inflict  a  punishment  on  you,  either  from  himself,  or  by  our  hands.^ 
Wait  therefore  to  see  what  will  be  the  end  of  both;  for  we  will  wait  with 
you.  Say,  Expend  your  money  in  pious  uses,  either  voluntarily  or  by 
constraint ;  it  shall  not  be  accepted  of  you,  because  ye  are  wicked 
people.  And  nothing  hindereth  their  contributions  from  being  accepted 
of  them,  but  that  they  believe  not  in  God  and  his  apostle,  and  perform 
not  the  duty  ^>/ prayer,  otherwise  than  sluggishly;  and  expend  not  their 
money  for  God's  service^  otherwise  than  unwillingly.  Let  not  there- 
fore their  riches  or  their  children  cause  thee  to  marvel.  Verily  GoD 
intendeth  only  to  punish  them  by  these  things  in  this  world  ;  and  that 
their  souls  may  depart  while  they  are  unbelievers.  They  swear  by  GOD 
that  they  are  of  you  f  yet  they  are  not  of  you,  but  are  people  who  stand 
in  fear.'  If  they  find  a  pluce  of  refuge,  or  caves,  or  a  retreating  hole, 
they  surely  turn  towards  the  same,  and  in  a  headstrong  manner  haste 
thereto.  There  is  of  them  also  who  spreadeth  ill  reports  of  thee,  in 
relation  to  thy  distribution  of  the  alms  :  yet  if  they  receive  part  there- 
of, they  are  well  pleased  ;  but  if  they  receive  not  apart  thereof,  behold, 
they  are  angry.s  But  if  they  had  been  pleased  with  that  which  GOD 
and  his  apostle  had  given  them,  and  had  said,  God  is  our  support ; 
God  will  give  unto  us  of  his  abundance  and  his  prophet  also;  verily 
unto  God  do  we  make  our  supplications  :  it  would  have  been  more 
dece?it.  Alms  are  to  be  distributed^  only  unto  the  poor  and  the  needy,* 
and  those  who  are  employed  in  collecting  and  distributing  the  same, 
and  unto  those  whose  hearts  are  reconciled,^  and  for  the  redemption  oj 
captives,  and  unto  those  who  are  in  debt  and  insolvent,  and  for  the 
advancement  of  GOD'S  religion,  and  unto  the  traveller.  This  is  an 
ordinance  from  GOD  :  and  God  is  knowing  and  wise.  There  are  some 
of  them  who  injure  the  prophet,  and  say.  He  is  an  ear  •}  Answer,  He 
is  an  ear  of  good  unto  you:°^  he  believeth  in  God,  and  giveth  credit  to 
the  faithful,  and  is  a  mercy  unto  such  of  you  who  believe.     But  they 

<*  i.e..  Either  by  some  signal  judgment  from  heaven,  or  by  remitting  their  punishment  to  the 
true  believers, 

®  viz. ,  Staunch  Moslems. 

f  Hypocritically  concealing  their  infidelity,  lest  ye  should  chastise  them,  as  ye  have  done  the 
professed  infidels  and  apostates  ;  and  yet  ready  to  avow  their  infidelity,  when  they  think  they 
may  do  it  with  safety. 

S  This  person  was  Abu'l  Jowadh  the  hypocrite,  who  said  Mohammed  gave  them  away  among 
the  keepers  of  sheep  only ;  or,  as  others  suppose,  Ebn  Dhi'lkhowaisara,  who  found  fault  with 
the  prophet's  distribution  of  the  spoils  taken  at  Honein,  because  he  gave  them  all  among  the 
Meccans,  to  reconcile  and  gain  them  over  to  his  religion  and  interest. <* 

^  See  what  is  said  as  to  this  point  in  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV. 

i  The  commentators  make  a  distinction  between  these  two  words  in  the  or'iginaX,  fakir  and 
meskin  ;  one,  they  say,  signifies  him  who  is  utterly  destitute  both  of  money  and  means  of  live- 
lihood ;  the  other,  one  who  is  in  want  indeed,  but  is  able  to  get  something  towards  his  own 
support.  But  to  which  of  the  two  words  either  of  these  different  significations  properly  belongs, 
the  critics  differ. 

k  That  is,  who  were  lately  enemies  to  the  faithful,  but  have  now  embraced  Mohammedism, 
and  entered  into  amity  with  them.  For  Mohammed,  to  gain  their  hearts  and  confirm  them  in 
his  religion,  made  large  pres-iuts  to  the  chief  of  the  Koreish  out  of  the  spoils  at  Honein,  as  has 
been  just  now  mentioned.^  But  this  law  they  say  became  of  no  obligation  when  the  Mohammedan 
faith  was  established,  and  stood  not  in  need  of  such  methods  for  its  support. 

1  i.e..  He  hears  everything  that  we  say  ;  and  gives  credit  to  all  the  stories  tha*  are  carried  to 
rim. 

"  Giving  credit  to  nothing  that  may  do  you  hurt. 

*  Idem.     Vide  Abulfeda.  Vit.  Moh.  p.  ii8,  119.         «  Abulfeda,  ibid. 
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who  injure  the  apostle  of  GoD,  shall  suffer  a  painful  punishment.  They 
swear  unto  you  by  GoD,  that  they  may  please  you  ;  but  it  is  more  just 
that  they  should  please  God  and  his  apostle,  if  they  are  true  believers. 
Do  they  not  know  that  he  who  opposeth  GOD  and  his  apostle,  shall 
without  doubt  be  punished  with  the  fire  of  hell;  and  s\izSS.  remain  there- 
in for  ever  ?    This  will  be  great  ignominy.     The  hypocrites  are  appre- 
hensive lest  a  Sura^  should  be  revealed  concerning  them,  to  declare 
unto  them  that  which  is  in  their  hearts.     Say  unto  them,  Scoff  ye ;  but 
God  will  surely  bring  to  light  that  which  ye  fear  should  be  discovered. 
And  if  thou  ask  them  the  reason  of  this  scoffijig,  they  say,  Verily  we  were 
only  engaged  in  discourse,  and  jesting  among  ourselves^     Say,  Do  ye 
scoff  at  God  and  his  signs,  and  at  his  apostle  ?  offer  not  an  excuse  : 
now  are  ye  become  infidels,  after  your  faith.     If  we  forgive  a  part  of 
you,  we  will  punish  a  part,  for  that  they  have  been  wicked  doers. 
Hypocritical  men  and  women  are  the  one  of  them  or  the  other  :  they 
command  that  which  is  evil,  and  forbid  that  which  is  just,  and  shut 
their  h^inds  from  giving  alms.     They  have  forgotten  GOD;  wherefore 
he  hath   forgotten  them :   verily  the   hypocrites  are  those  who   act 
wickedly.    God  denounceth  unto  the  hypocrites,  both  men  and  women, 
and  to  the  unbelievers,  the  fire  of  hell ;  they  shall  remain  therein y^r 
ever :  this  will  be  their  sufficient  reward;  GOD  hath  cursed  them,  and 
they  shall  endure  a  lasting  torment.     As  they  who  have  been  before 
you,  so  are  ye.     They  were  superior  to  you  in  strength,  and  had  more 
abundance  of  wealth  and  of  children  ;  and  they  enjoyed  their  portion 
in  this  world;  and  ye  also  enjoy  your  portion  here,  as  they  who  have 
preceded  you  enjoyed  their  portion.      And  ye  engage  yourselves  in 
vain  discourses,  like  unto  those  wherein  they  engaged  themselves.  The 
works  of  these  are  vain  both  in  this  worlvi  and  that  which  is  to  come  ; 
and  these  are  they  who  perish.     Have  they  not  been  acquainted  with 
the  history  of  those  who  have  been  before  them?  of  the  people  of  Noah, 
and  of  Ad,  and  of  Thamud,  and  of  the  people  of  Abraham,  and  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Madian,  and  of  the  cities  which  were  overthrown  ?^ 
Their  apostles  came  unto  them  with  evident  demonstrations  :  and  GOD 
was  not  disposed  to  treat  them  unjustly  ;  but  they  dealt  unjustly  with 
their  own  souls.     And  the  faithful  men  and  the  faithful  women  are 
friends  one  to  another  :  they  command  that  which  is  just,  and  they  for- 
bid that  which  is  evil ;  and  they  are  constant  at  prayer,  and  pay  their 
appointed  alms  ;  and  they  obey  GOD  and  his  apostle  :  unto  these  will 
God  be  merciful  :  for  he  is  mighty  ««^  wise.     GOD  promiseth  unto  the 
true  believers,  both  men  and  women,  gardens  through  which  rivers  flow, 
wherein  they  shall  remain  for  ever  ;  and  delicious  dwellings  in  gardens 

"  So  the  Mohammedans  call  a  chapter  of  the  Korfin.^ 

o  It  is  related  that  in  the  expedition  of  Tabuc,  a  company  of  hypocrites  passing  near  Moham- 
med, said  to  one  another,  Behold  that  man  1  he  would  take  tlie  Strongholds  of  Syria.  Away] 
away  ! — which  being  told  the  prophet,  he  called  them  to  him,  and  asked  them  why  they  had 
said  so?  Whereto  they  replied  with  an  oath  that  they  were  not  talking  of  what  related  to  him 
or  his  companions,  but  were  only  diverting  themselves  with  indifferent  discourse  to  beguile  the 
tediousness  of  the  way.** 

P  Namely,  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  and  the  other  cities  which  shared  their  fate,  and  are  theno« 
called  al  Motakifat,  or  the  subverted. "^ 

5  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  Ill,        ♦  il  BeidSwi.        ^  See  cap.  :i. 
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of  perpetual  abode  :**  but  goodwill  from  GOD  shall  be  their  most 
excellent  reward.  This  will  be  great  felicity.  O  prophet,  wage  war 
against  the  unbelievers  and  the  hypocrites,  and  be  severe  unto  them  .• 
for  their  dwelling  shall  be  hell;  an  unhappy  journey  j^^://  it  be  thither ! 
They  swear  by  God  that  they  said  not  what  they  are  charged  with  : 
yet  they  spake  the  word  of  infidelity,  and  became  unbelievers,  after 
they  had  embraced  Islam/  And  they  designed  that  which  they 
could  not  effect  f  and  they  did  not  disapprove  the  design  for  any 
other  reason^  than  because  God  and  his  apostle  had  enriched  them,  of  his 
bounty.*  If  they  repent,  it  will  be  better  for  them  ;  but  if  they  relapse, 
God  will  punish  them  with  a  grievous  torment,  in  this  world  and  in 
the  next ;  and  they  shall  have  no  patron  on  earth,  nor  any  protector. 
There  are  some  of  them  who  made  a  covenant  with  GOD,  sayings 
Verily  if  he  give  us  of  his  abundance,  we  will  give  alms,  and  become 
righteous  people.'^  Yet  when  he  had  given  unto  them  of  his  abundance, 
they  became  covetous  thereof,  and  turned  back,  and  retired  afar  off. 
Wherefore  he  hath  caused  hypocrisy  to  succeed  in  their  hearts,  until 
the  day  whereon  they  shall  meet  him  ;  for  that  they  failed  to  perform 
unto  God  that  which  they  had  promised  him,  and  for  that  they  prevari- 
cated. Do  they  not  know  that  GOD  knoweth  whatever  they  conceal, 
and  their  private  discourses  ;  and  that  GOD  is  the  knower  of  secrets  ? 
They  who  traduce  such  of  the  believers  as  are  liberal  in  giving  alms 
beyond  what  they  are  obliged^  and  those  who  find  nothing  to  give  but 
what  they  gain  by  their  industry  f  and  therefore  scoff  at  them  :  God 

«l  Literally,  gardens  of  Eden  ;  but  the  commentators  do  not  take  the  word  Eden  in  the  sense 
which  it  bears  in  Hebrew,  as  has  been  elsewhere  observed. 8 

''  It  is  related  that  al  J  alias  Ebn  Soweid  hearing  some  passages  of  this  chapter,  which  sharply 
reprehend  those  who  refused  to  go  on  the  above-mentioned  expedition  of  Tabuc,  declared  that 
if  what  Mohammed  said  of  his  brethren  was  true,  they  were  worse  than  asses  ;  which  coming 
to  the  prophet's  ear,  he  sent  for  him  ;  and  he  denied  the  words  upon  oath.  But  on  the  imme- 
diate revelation  of  this  passage,  he  confessed  his  fault,  and  his  repentance  was  accepted. ^ 

'  The  commentators  tell  us  that  fifteen  men  conspired  to  kill  Mohammed  in  his  return  from 
Tabuc  by  pushing  him  from  his  camel  into  a  precipice,  as  he  rode  by  night  over  the  highest 
part  of  al  Akaba.  But  when  they  were  going  to  execute  their  design,  Hodheifa,  who  followed 
and  drove  the  prophet's  camel,  which  was  led  byAmmar  Ebn  Yaser,  hearing  the  tread  of  camels 
and  the  clashing  of  arms,  gave  the  alarm,  upon  which  they  fled.  Some,  however,  suppose  the 
design  here  meant  was  a  plot  to  expel  Mohammed  from  Medina. 10 

*  For  Mohammed's  residing  at  Medina  was  of  great  advantage  to  the  place,  the  inhabitants 
being  generally  poor,  and  in  want  of  most  conveniences  of  life  ;  but  on  the  prophet's  coming 
among  them,  they  became  possessed  of  large  herds  of  cattle  and  money  also.  Al  Beidawi  says 
that  the  above-named  al  Jallas  in  particular,  having  a  servant  killed,  received  by  Mohammed's 
order  no  less  than  ten  thousand  dirhems,  or  about  three  hundred  pounds,  as  a  fine  for  the 
redemption  of  his  blood. 

"  An  instance  of  this  is  given  in  Thalaba  Ebn  Hateb,  who  came  to  Mohammed  and  desired 
him  to  beg  of  God  that  he  would  bestow  riches  on  him.  The  prophet  at  first  advised  him 
rather  to_  be  thankful  for  the  little  he  had  than  to  covet  more,  which  might  become  a  tempta- 
tion to  him  _;  but  on  Thalaba's  repeated  request  and  solemn  promise  that  he  would  make  a  good 
use  of  his  riches,  he  was  at  length  prevailed  on,  and  preferred  the  petition  to  God.  Thalaba 
in  a  short  time  grew  vastly  rich,  which,  Mohammed  being  acquainted  with,  sent  two  collectors 
to  gather  the  alms.  Other  people  readily  paid  them  ;  but,  when  they  came  to  Thalaba,  and 
read  the  injunction  to  him  out  of  the  Koran,  he  told  them  that  it  was  not  alms,  but  tribute,  or 
next  kin  to  tribute,  and  bid  them  go  back  till  he  had  better  considered  of  it.  Upon  which  this 
passage  was  revealed  ;  and  when  Thalaba  came  afterwards  and  brought  his  alms,  Mohammed 
told  him.  that  God  had  commanded  him  not  to  accept  it,  and  threw  dust  upon  his  head,  sa3'ing. 
This  is  zuhat  thou  fuist  deserved.  He  then  offered  his  alms  to  Abu  Beer,  who  refused  to  accept 
them,  as  did  Omar  some  years  after,  when  he  was  Khalif.l 

*  Al  Beidawi  relates  that  Mohammed,  exhorting  his  followers  to  voluntary  alms,  among 
Others,  Abda'lrahman  Ebn  Awf  gave  four  thousand  dirhems,  which  was  one-half  of  what  he 

8  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  p.  75.        9  Al  nddawi.        10  Idem.        1  Idem. 
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shall  scoff  at  them,  and  they  shall  suffer  a  grievous  punishment.  Ask 
forgiveness  for  them,  or  do  not  ask  forgiveness  for  them  ;  it  will  be 
equal.  If  thou  ask  forgiveness  for  them  seventy  times,  GOD  will  by  no 
means  forgive  them.y  This  is  the  divine  pleasure^  for  that  they  believe 
not  in  God  and  his  apostle  ;  and  GOD  directeth  not  the  ungodly 
people.  They  who  were  left  at  home  in  the  expedition  of  TabHc^  were 
glad  of  their  staying  behind  the  apostle  of  GOD,  and  were  unwilling  to 
employ  their  substance  and  their  persons  for  the  advancement  of  God'S 
true  religion ;  and  they  said,  Go  not  forth  in  the  heat.^  Say,  The  fire  of  hell 
will  be  hotter  ;  if  they  understood  this.  Wherefore  let  them  laugh 
little,  and  weep  much,  as  a  reward  for  that  which  they  have  done.  If 
God  bring  thee  back  unto  some  of  them,*^  and  they  ask  thee  leave  to 
go  forth  to  war  with  thee^  say,  Ye  shall  not  go  forth  with  me  for  the 
future,  neither  shall  ye  fight  an  enemy  with  me  ;  ye  were  pleased  with 
sitting  at  home  the  first  time  ;  sit  ye  at  home  therefore  with  those 
who  stay  behind.  Neither  do  thou  ever  pray  over  any  of  them  who 
shall  die,^  neither  stand  at  his  grave  f  for  that  they  believed  not  in 
God  or  his  apostle,  and  die  in  their  wickedness.  Let  not  their  riches 
or  their  children  cause  thee  to  marvel  :  for  God  intendeth  only  to 
punish  them  therewith  in  this  world  ;  and  that  their  souls  may  depart 
while  they  are  infidels.  When  a  Sura*^  is  sent  down,  wherein  it  is  said, 
Believe  in  God,  and  go  forth  to  war  with  his  apostle  ;  those  who  are 
in  plentiful  circumstances  among  them  ask  leave  of  thee  to  stay  behind, 
and  say.  Suffer  us  to  be  of  the  number  of  those  who  sit  at  home.  They 
are  well  pleased  to  be  with  those  who  stay  behind,  and  their  hearts  are 
sealed  up  ;  wherefore  they  do  not  understand.     But  the  apostle,  and 

had  ;  Asem  Ebn  Adda  gave  a  hundred  beasts'  loads  of  dates  ;  and  Abu  Okail  a  saa,  which  is 
no  more  than  a  sixtieth  part  of  a  load,  of  the  same  fruit,  but  was  the  half  of  what  he  had  earned 
by  a  night's  hard  work.  This  Mohammed  accepted:  whereupon  the  hypocrites  said  that 
Abda'lrahman  and  Asem  gave  what  they  did  out  of  ostentation,  and  that  God  and  his  apostle 
might  well  have  excused  Abu  Okail's  mite  ;  which  occasioned  this  passage. 

I  suppose  this  collection  was  made  to  defray  the  charge  of  the  expedition  of  Tabuc,  towards 
which,  as  another  writer  tells  us,  Abu  Beer  contributed  all  that  he  had,  and  Othman  very 
largely,  viz.,  as  it  is  said,  three  hundred  camels  for  slauj^hter,  and  a  thousand  dijiars  of  gold. ^ 

y  In  the  last  sickness  of  Abda'llah  Ebn  Obba,  the  hypocrite  (who  died  in  the  ninth  year  of 
the  Hejra),  his  son,  named  also  Abda'llah,  came  and  asked  Mohammed  to  beg  pardon  of  God 
for  him,  which  he  did,  and  thereupon  the  former  part  of  this  ver.se  was  revealed.  But  the 
prophet,  not  taking  that  for  a  repul.se,  said  he  would  pray  seventy  times  for  him  ;  upon  which 
the  latter  part  of  the  verse  was  revealed,  declaring  it  would  be  absolutely  in  vain.  It  may  be 
observed  that  the  numbers  seven,  and  seventy,  and  seven  hundred,  are  frequently  used  by  the 
eastern  writers,  to  signify  not  so  many  precisely,  but  only  an  indefinite  number,  either  greater 
or  lesser,3  several  examples  of  which  are  to  be  met  with  in  the  scripture. * 

*  This  they  spoke  in  a  scoffing  manner  to  one  another,  because,  as  has  been  observed,  the 
expedition  of  Tabuc  was  undertaken  in  a  very  hot  and  dry  season. 

*  That  is,  if  thou  return  in  safety  to  Medina  to  the  hypocrites,  who  are  here  called  some  of 
them  who  stayed  behind,  because  they  were  not  all  hj-pocrites.  The  whole  number  is  said  to 
have  been  twelve. 1 

l"  This  passage  was  also  revealed  on  account  of  Abda'llah  Ebn  Obba.  In  his  last  illness  he 
desired  to  see  Mohammed,  and,  when  he  was  come,  asked  him  to  beg  forgiveness  of  God  for 
him,  and  requested  that  his  corpse  might  be  wrapped  up  in  the  garment  that  was  next  his 
body  (which  might  have  the  same  efficacy  with  the  habit  of  a  Franciscan),  and  that  he  would 
pray  over  him  when  dead.  Accordingly,  when  he  was  dead,  the  prophet  sent  his  shirt,  oi 
inner  vestment,  to  shroud  the  corpse,  and  was  going  to  pray  over  it,  but  was  forbidden  by 
these  words.     Some  say  they  were  not  revealed  till  he  had  actually  prayed  for  him.8 

^  Either  by  assisting;  at  his  funeral,  or  visiting  his  sepulchre. 

^  See  before,  p.  14'.;,  note  ". 

5  .\bulfed.  Vit.  Moh    p    i3>  *  Al  Beidawi.  <  Malth.  xviij.  zz.  >  AI  ISeidSui 
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those  who  have  beheved  with  him,  expose  their  fortunes  and  their  lives 
for  Gocfs  service ;  they  shall  enjoy  the  good  things  of  either  life,  and 
they  shall  be  happy.  GOD  hath  prepared  for  them  gardens  through 
ivhich  rivers  flow  ;  they  shall  remain  therein  for  ei'er.  This  will  be 
great  felicity.  And  certain  Arabs  of  the  desert  came  to  excuse  them- 
selves,^ praying  that  they  might  be  permitted  to  stay  behind;  and  they 
sat  at  home  who  had  renounced  GOD  and  his  apostle.  But  a  painful 
punishment  shall  be  inflicted  on  such  of  them  as  believe  not.  In  those 
who  are  weak,  or  are  afflicted  with  sickness,  or  in  those  who  find  not 
wherewith  to  contribute  to  the  war^  it  shall  be  no  crime  if  they  stay  at 
home ;  provided  they  behave  themselves  faithfully  towards  G(JD  and 
his  apostle.  There  is  no  room  to  lay  blatne  on  the  righteous  ;  for  GOD 
is  gracious  and  merciful  :  nor  on  those  unto  whom,  when  they  came 
unto  thee,  regzcesti?tg  that  thou  wouldest  supply  them  with  necessaries 
for  travelling,  thou  didst  answer,  I  find  not  wherewith  to  supply  you, 
returned,  their  eyes  shedding  tears  for  grief,  that  they  found  not  where- 
with to  contribute  to  the  expedition.^  But  there  is  reason  to  blame 
those  who  ask  leave  of  thee  to  sit  at  home,  when  they  are  rich.  They 
are  pleased  to  be  with  those  who  stay  behind,  and  GOD  hath  sealed  up 
their  hearts  ;  wherefore  they  do  not  understand.  (XI.)  They  will  excuse 
themselves  unto  you,  when  ye  are  returned  unto  them.  Say,  Excuse 
not  yourselves  ;  we  will  by  no  means  believe  you  :  GOD  hath  acquainted 
us  with  your  behaviour  ;  and  GOD  will  observe  your  actions,  and  his 
apostle  also:  and  hereafter  shall  ye  be  brought  before  him  who  knoweth 
that  which  is  hidden  and  that  which  is  manifest ;  and  he  will  declare 
unto  you  that  which  ye  have  done.  They  will  swear  unto  you  by  GOD, 
when  ye  are  returned  unto  them,  that  ye  may  let  them  alone.^  Let 
them  alone  therefore,  for  they  are  an  abomination,  and  their  dwelling 
shall  be  hell,  a  reward  for  that  which  they  have  deserved.  They  will 
swear  unto  you,  that  ye  may  be  well  pleased  with  them  ;  but  if  ye  be 
well  pleased  with  them,  verily  GOD  will  not  be  well  pleased  with  people 
who  prevaricate.  The  Arabs  of  the  desert  are  more  obstinate  in  their 
unbelief  and  hypocrisy  ;  and  it  is  easier  for  them  to  be  ignorant  of  the 
ordinances  of  that  which  GOD  hath  sent  down  unto  his  apostle  ■}  and 
God  is  knowing  and  wise.  Of  the  Arabs  of  the  desert  there  is  who 
reckoneth  that  which  he  expendeth  for  the  service  of  God,  to  be  as 
tribute  ;^  and  waiteth  that  some  change  of  fortune^  may  befall  you. 

^  These  were  the  tribes  of  Asad  and  Ghatfan,  who  excused  themselves  on  account  of  the 
necessities  of  their  families,  which  their  industry  only  maintained.  But  some  write  they  were 
the  family  of  Amer  Ebn  al  Tofail,  who  said  that  if  they  went  with  the  army,  the  tribe  of  Tay 
would  take  advantage  of  their  absence,  and  fall  upon  their  wives  and  children,  and  their 
cattle.3 

''  By  reason  of  their  extreme  poverty  ;  as  those  of  Joheina,  Mozeina,  and  Banu  Odhra.  * 

S  The  persons  here  intended  were  seven  men  of  the  Ansars,  who  came  to  Mohammed  and 
begged  he  would  give  them  some  patched  boots  and  soled  shoes,  it  being  impossible  for  them 
to  march  so  far  barefoot  in  such  a  season  ;  but  he  told  them  he  could  not  supply  them  ;  where- 
upon they  went  away  weeping.  Some,  however,  say  these  were  the  Banu  Mokren  ;  and  others, 
Abu  Musa  and  his  companions.^ 

1»  And  not  chastise  them. 

i  Because  of  their  wild  way  of  life,  the  hardness  of  their  hearts,  their  not  frequenting  people 
of  knowledge,  and  the  few  opportunities  they  have  of  being  instructed. 6 

k  Or  a  contribution  exacted  by  force,  the  payment  of  which  he  can  in  no  wise  avoid. 

•  Hoping  that  some  reverse  may  afford  a  convenient  opportunity  of  throwing  oflf  the  burden 

3  hlcrr.  <  Ideir.  ''  Idem.         '  Idem.      See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  p.  10  and  23. 
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A  change  for  evil  i>haU  happen  unto  them  ;  for  GOD  both  heareth  and 
knoweth.  And  of  the  Arabs  of  the  desert  there  is  who  beheveth  in 
God  and  in  the  last  day  ;  and  esteemeth  that  which  he  layeth  out  for 
the  service  of  God  to  be  the  means  of  bringing  him  near  unto  GOD  and 
the  prayers  of  the  apostle.  Is  it  not  unto  them  the  means  of  2^  near 
approach  ?  GOD  shall  lead  them  into  his  mercy  ;  for  GOD  is  gracious 
rt«^  merciful.™  As  for  the  leaders  atid  the  first  of  the  Mohajerin,  and 
the  Ansars,*^  and  those  who  have  followed  them  in  well  doing  ;  GOD  is 
well  pleased  with  them,  and  they  are  well  pleased  in  him :  and  he  hath 
prepared  for  them  gardens  watered  by  rivers ;  they  shall  remain  therein 
for  ever.  This  shall  be  great  felicity.  And  of  the  Arabs  of  the  desert 
who  dwell  round  about  you,  there  are  hypocritical  persons  :°  and  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Medina  there  are  some  who  are  obstinate  in  hypocrisy. 
Thou  knowest  them  not,  O  prophet^  but  we  know  them  :  we  will  surely 
punish  them  twice  f  afterwards  shall  they  be  sent  to  a  grievous  torment. 
And  others  have  acknowledged  their  crimes.*^  They  have  mixed  a 
good  action  with  another  which  is  bad  '}  peradventure  God  will  be 
turned  unto  them  ;  for  GOD  is  gracious  and  merciful.  Take  alms  of 
their  substance,  that  thou  mayest  cleanse  them  and  purify  them  thereby  f 
and  pray  for  them :  for  thy  prayers  shall  be  a  security  of  mind  unto  them ; 
and  God  both  heareth  and  knoweth.  Do  they  not  know  that  GoD  ac- 
cepteth  repentance  from  his  servants,  and  accepteth  alms ;  and  that  GOD 
is  easy  to  be  reconciled  rt;^</ merciful?  Say  unto  them^'^orVas yewill; 
but  God  will  behold  your  work,  and  his  apostle  also,  and  the  true  believers : 
and  ye  shall  be  brought  before  him  who  knoweth  that  which  is  kept  secret, 
and  that  which  is  made  public  ;  and  he  will  declare  unto  you  whatever 
ye  have  done.  And  there  are  others  who  wait  with  suspense  the  decree 
of  God  ;  whether  he  will  punish  them,  or  whether  he  will  be  turned  unto 

""  The  Arabs  meant  in  the  former  of  these  two  passages,  are  said  to  have  been  the  tribes  of 
Asad,  Ghatfan,  and  Banu  Tamira ;  and  those  intended  in  the  latter,  Abdallah,  sumamed 
Dhu'lbajadin,  and  his  people.l 

"  The  Mohajerin,  or  reftcgees,  were  those  of  Mecca,  who  fled  thence  on  account  of  their 
religion ;  and  the  Ansars,  or  helpers,  were  those  of  Medina,  who  received  Mohammed  and 
his  followers  into  their  protection,  and  assisted  them  against  their  enemies.  By  the  leaders  of 
the  Mohajerin  are  meant  those  who  believed  on  Mohammed  before  the  Hejra,  or  early  enough 
to  pray  towards  Jerusalem,  from  which  the  Kebla  was  changed  to  the  temple  of  Mecca  in  the 
second  year  of  the  Hejra,  or  else  such  of  them  as  were  present  at  the  battle  of  Bedr.  The 
leaders  of  the  Ansars  were  those  who  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  him  at  al  Akaba,  either  the 
first  or  the  second  time.  2 

'^  i.e..  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Medina.  These  were  the  tribes  of  Joheina,  Mozeina,  Aslain, 
AshjAj  and  Ghifar.3 

P  Either  by  exposing  them  to  public  shame,  and  putting  them  to  death ;  or  by  either  of  those 
punishments^  and  the  torment  of  the  sepulchre  :  or  else  by  exacting  alms  of  them  by  way  of 
fine,  and  giving  them  corporal  punishment.  4 

«J  Making  no  hypocritical  excuses  for  them.  These  were  certain  men,  who,  having  stayed 
at  home  instead  of  accompanying  Mohammed  to  Tabuc,  as  soon  as  they  heard  the  severe  re- 
prehensions and  threats  of  this  chapter  against  those  who  had  stayed  behind,  bound  themselves 
to  the  pillars  of  the  mosque,  and  swore  that  they  would  not  loose  themselves  till  they  were 
loosed  by  the  prophet.  But  when  he  entered  the  mosque  to  pray,  and  was  informed  of  the 
matter,  he  also  swore  that  he  would  not  loose  them  without  a  particular  command  from  God; 
whereupon  this  passage  was  revealed,  and  they  were  accordingly  dismissed. 5 

*"  Though  they  were  backward  in  going  to  war,  and  held  with  the  hypocrites,  yet  they  con 
fessed  their  crime  and  repented. 

*  When  these  persons  were  loosed,  they  prayed  Mohammed  to  take  their  substance,  for  tat 
sake  of  which  they  had  stayed  at  home,  as  alms,  to  cleanse  them  from  their  transgresfion ;  bu 
fce  told  them  he  had  no  orders  to  accept  anything  from  them  :  upon  which  this  verse  was  sent 
down,  allowing  him  to  take  their  alms.^ 

1  Al  Beidawi.         '  Idem.        8  Idem.        ■*  Idem.        6  Idem.        •  Idem 
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them  :*  but  God  is  knowing  and  wise.  There  are  some  who  have  built 
a  temple  to  hurt  the  faithful,  and  \.o  propagate  infidelity,  and  \.o  foment 
division  among  the  true  believers,"  and  for  a  lurking-place  for  him 
who  hath  fought  against  GoD  and  his  apostle  in  time  past  -^  and  they 
swear,  saying,  Verily  we  intended  no  other  than  to  do  for  the  best : 
but  God  is  witness  that  they  do  certainly  lie.  Stand  not  7ip  to  pray 
therein  for  ever.  There  is  a  temple  founded  on  piety ,y  from  the  first 
day  of  its  building.  It  is  more  just  that  thou  stand  ttp  to  pray 
therein :  therein  are  men  who  love  to  be  purified  ;z  for  GOD  loveth  the 
clean.  Whether  therefore  is  he  better,  who  hath  founded  his  building 
on  the  fear  of  God  and  his  goodwill ;  or  he  who  hath  founded  his 
building  on  the  brink  of  a  bank  of  earth  which  is  washed  away  by 
waters,  so  that  it  falleth  with  him  into  the  fire  of  hell  ?  GOD  directeth 
not  the  ungodly  people.  Their  building  which  they  have  built  will  not 
cease  to  be  an  occasion  ^doubting  in  their  hearts,  until  their  hearts  be 
cut  in  pieces  f  and  GoD  is  knowing  and  wise.  Verily  GOD  hath 
purchased  of  the  true  believers  their  souls  and  their  substance,  pro- 
mising them  the  enjoyment  of  paradise ;  on  condition  that  they  fight 
for  the  cause  of  GOD  :  whether  they  slay  or  be  slain,  the  promise  for 

*  The  persons  here  intended  were  the  three  Ansars  whose  pardon  is  granted  a  little  below. 

"  When  Banu  Amru  Ebn  Awf  had  built  the  temple  or  mosque  of  Koba,  which  will  be 
menlioned  by-and-bye,  they  asked  Mohammed  to  come  and  pray  in  it,  and  he  complied  with 
their  request.  This  exciting  the  envy  of  their  brethren,  Banu  Ganem  Ebn  Awf,  they  also 
built  a  mosque,  intending  that  the  Imam  or  priest  who  should  officiate  there  should  be  Abu 
Amer,  a  Christian  monk  ;  but  he  dying  in  Syria,  they  came  to  Mohammed  and  desired  he 
would  consecrate,  as  it  were,  their  mosque  by  praying  in  it.  The  propliet  accordingly  prepared 
himbclf  to  go  with  them,  but  was  forbidden  by  the  immediate  revelation  of  this  passage,  dis- 
covering their  hypocrisy  and  ill  design  ;  whereupon  he  sent  Malec  Ebn  al  Dokhshom,  Maan 
Ebn  Addi,  Amer  Ebn  al  Sacan,  and  al  Wahsha,  the  Ethiopian,  to  demolish  and  burn  it,  which 
they  performed,  and  made  it  a  dunghill.  According  to  another  account,  this  mosque  was  built 
a  little  before  the  expedition  of  Tabuc,  with  a  design  to  hinder  Mohammed's  men  from  engaging 
therein  ;  and  when  he  was  asked  to  pray  there,  he  answered  that  he  was  just  setting  out  on  a 
journey,  but  that  when  he  came  back,  with  God's  leave,  he  would  do  what  they  desired ;  but 
when  they  applied  to  him  again,  on  his  return,  this  passage  was  revealed,  l 

*That  is,  Abu  Amer,  the  monk,  who  was  a  declared  enemy  to  Mohammed,  having  threatened 
him  at  Ohod,  that  no  party  should  appear  in  the  field  against  him,  but  he  would  make  one  of 
them  ;  and,  to  be  as  good  as  his  word,  he  continued  to  oppose  him  till  the  battle  of  Honein,  at 
which  he  was  present,  and  being  put  to  flight  with  those  of  Hawazen,  he  retreated  into  Syria, 
designing  to  obtain  a  supply  of  troops  from  the  Grecian  emperor  to  renew  the  war,  but  he  died 
at  kinnisrin.  Others  say  that  this  monk  was  a  confederate  at  the  war  of  the  ditch,  and  that 
he  fled  thence  into  Syria.2 

y  viz.,  That  of  Koba,  a  place  about  two  miles  from  Medina,  where  Mohammed  rested  four 
daj's  before  he  entered  that  city,  in  his  flight  from  Mecca,  and  where  he  laid  the  foundation  of 
a  mosque, 3  which  was  afterwards  built  by  Banu  Amru  Ebn  Awf.  But  according  to  a  different 
tradition,  the  mosque  here  meant  was  that  which  Mohammed  built  at  Medina. 

^  Al  Beidawi  says,  that  Mohammed  walking  once  with  the  Mohajerin  to  Koba,  found  the 
.Ainsars  sitting  at  the  mosque  door,  and  asked  them  whether  they  were  believers ;  and,  on  their 
being  silent,  repeated  the  question  :  whereupon  Omar  answered,  that  they  were  believers  ;  and 
Mohammed  demanding  whether  they  acquiesced  in  the  judgment  Omar  had  made  of  them, 
they  said  yes.  He  then  asked  them  whether  they  Vv'ould  be  patient  in  adversity  and  thankful 
in  prosperity  ;  to  which  they  answering  in  the  affirmative,  he  swore  by  the  Lord  of  the  Caaba 
that  they  were  true  believers.  Afterwards  he  examined  them  as  to  their  manner  of  performing 
the  legal  washings,  and,  particularly,  what  they  did  after  easing  themselves;  they  told  him 
that  in  such  a  case  they  used  three  stones,  and  after  that  washed  with  water :  upon  which  he 
repeated  these  words  of  the  Koran  to  them. 

*  Some  interpret  these  words  of  their  being  deprived  of  their  judgment  and  understanding  • 
and  others  of  the  punishment  they  are  to  expect,  either  of  death  in  this  world,  or  of  the  rack  of 
the  sepulchre,  or  the  pains  of  hell. 

1  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin.  2  Idem.  3  Idem,  Ebn  Shohnah.  Vide  Abulfed.  Vit.  Moh.  p.  52. 
Where  the  translator,  taking  this  passage  of  the  Koran,  which  is  there  cited,  lor  the  words  o< 
his  author,  has  missed  the  tnie  sense. 
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the  same  is  assuredly  due  by  the  law,  and  the  gospel,  and  the  Koran. 
And  who  performeth  his  contract  more  faithfully  than  GOD  ?  Rejoice 
therefore  in  the  contract  which  ye  have  made.  This  shall  be  great 
happiness.  The  penitent,  and  those  who  serve  GOD,  and  praise  hUt\ 
and  who  fast,  and  bow  down,  and  worship ;  a)id  who  command  thai 
which  is  just,  and  forbid  that  which  is  evil,  and  keep  the  ordinances 
of  God,  shall  likewise  be  rewarded  with  paradise:  wherefore  bear 
good  tidings  unto  the  faithful.  It  is  not  allowed  unto  the  prophet,  nor 
those  who  are  true  believers,  that  they  pray  for  idolaters,*'  although 
they  be  of  kin,  after  it  is  become  known  unto  them,  that  they  are 
inhabitants  of  hell.*'  Neither  did  Abraham  ask  forgiveness  for  his 
father,  otherwise  than  in  pursuance  of  a  promise  which  he  had  pro- 
mised unto  him  -.^  but  when  it  became  known  unto  him,  that  he  was 
an  enemy  unto  God,  he  declared  himself  clear  of  him.®  Verily  Abra- 
ham was  pitiful  and  compassionate.  Nor  is  GOD  disposed  to  lead 
people  into  error/  after  that  he  hath  directed  them,  until  that  which 
they  ought  to  avoid  is  become  known  unto  them ;  for  God  knoweth 
all  things.  Verily  unto  God  belongeth  the  kingdom  of  heaven  and  of 
earth ;  he  giveth  life,  and  he  causeth  to  die ;  and  ye  have  no  patron  or 
helper  besides  God.  God  is  reconciled  unto  the  prophet,  and  unto 
the  Mohajerin,  and  the  Ansars,^  who  followed  him  in  the  hour  of  dis- 
tress,^ after  that  it  had  wanted  little  but  that  the  hearts  of  a  part  of 
them  had  swerved  from  their  dnty :  afterwards  was  he  turned  unto 
them  ;  for  he  was  compassionate  and  merciful  towards  them.  And  he 
is  also  reconciled  unto  the  three  who  were  left  behind,*  so  that  the 

•>  This  passage  was  revealed,  as  some  think,  on  account  of  Abu  Taleb,  Mohammed's  uncle 
and  great  benefactor ;  who,  on  his  death-bed,  being  pressed  by  his  nephew  to  speak  a  word 
which  might  enable  him  to  plead  his  cause  before  God,  that  is,  to  profess  Islam,  absolutely 
refused.  Mohammed,  however,  told  him  that  he  would  not  cease  to  pray  for  him,  till  he 
should  be  forbidden  by  God  ;  which  he  was  by  these  words.  Others  suppose  the  occasion  to 
have  been  Mohammed's  visiting  his  mother  Amena's  sepulchre  at  al  Abwa,  soon  after  the 
taking  of  Mecca  ;  for  they  say  that  while  he  stood  at  the  tomb  he  burst  into  tears,  and  said, 
I  asked  leave  0/  God  to  visit  i)iy  viother's  tomb,  and  he  granted  it  jne  ;  bnt  w/ten  I  asked 
leave  to  pray  for  her,  it  was  denied  tne.^ 

^  By  their  dying  infidels.  For  otherwise  it  is  not  only  lawful,  but  commendable,  tc  pray  for 
unbelievers,  while  there  are  hopes  of  their  conversion. 

^  viz..  To  pray  that  God  would  dispose  his  heart  to  repentance.  Some  suppose  this  was  a 
promise  made  to  Abraham  by  his  father,  that  he  would  believe  in  God.  For  the  words  may 
be  taken  either  way. 

^  Desisting  to  pray  for  him,  when  he  was  assured  by  inspiration  that  he  was  not  to  be  con- 
verted ;  or  after  he  actually  died  an  infidel.     See  c.  6,  p.  96. 

^  i.e..  To  consider  or  punish  them  as  transgressors.  Tiiis  passage  was  revealed  to  excuse 
those  who  had  prayed  for  such  of  their  friends  as  had  died  idolaters,  before  it  was  forbidden ; 
or  else  to  excuse  certain  people  who  had  ignorantly  prayed  towards  the  first  Kebla,  and  dranlr 
wine,  &c. 

s  Having  forgiven  the  crime  they  committed,  in  giving  the  hypocrites  leave  to  be  absent 
from  the  expedition  to  Tabuc  ;  or  for  the  other  sins  which  they  might,  tiirough  inadvertence, 
have  been  guilty  of.     For  the  best  men  have  need  of  repentance.2 

h  viz..  In  the  expedition  of  Tabuc  ;  wherein  Mohammed's  men  were  driven  to  such  extre- 
mities that  (besides  what  they  endured  by  reason  of  the  excessive  neat)  ten  men  were  obliged 
to  ride  by  turns  on  one  camel,  and  provisions  and  water  were  so  scarce  that  two  men  divided  a 
date  between  them,  and  they  were  obliged  to  drink  the  water  out  of  the  camels'  stomachs.3 

>  Or,  as  It  may  be  translated,  luho  were  left  in  suspense,  whether  they  should  be  pardoned 
or  not.'*  These  were  three  Ansars,  named  Caab  Ebn  Malec,  Helal  Ebn  Omeyya,  and  Merara 
Ebn  Rabi,  who  went  not  with  Mohammed  to  Tabuc,  and  were  therefore,  on  his  return,  secluded 
from  the  fellowship  of  the  other  Moslems ;  the  prophet  forbidding  any  to  salute  them,  or  to 
hold  discourse  with  them.  Under  wnich  interdiction  they  continued  fifty  days,  till,  on  their 
sincere  repentance,  they  were  at  length  discharged  from  it,  by  the  revelation  of  this  passage.* 

1  Al  Beidawi.         2  jJem.         3  Al  Beidawi.         ♦  See  before,  p.  m7.  noti  ♦.  'A   Beidawi 

Jallalo'ddin    Abulf.     Vil.  Moh.  p.  131,  \zi\ 
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earth  became  too  strait  for  them,  notwithstanding  its  spaciousness, 
and  their  souls  became  straitened  within  them,  and  they  considered 
that  there  was  no  refuge  from  GOD,  otherwise  than  by  having  recourse 
unto  him.  Then  was  he  turned  unto  them,  that  they  might  repent ; 
for  God  is  easy  to  be  reconciled  and  merciful.  O  true  believers,  fea^ 
God,  and  be  with  the  sincere.  There  was  no  reason  why  the  inhabitants 
of  Medina,  and  the  Arabs  of  the  desert  who  dwell  around  them,  should 
stay  behind  the  apostle  of  GoD,  or  should  prefer  themselves  before 
him.'^  This  is  unreasonable :  because  they  are  not  distressed  either  by 
thirst,  or  labour,  or  hunger,  for  the  defence  of  God's  true  religion,' 
neither  do  they  stir  a  step,  which  may  irritate  the  unbelievers  ;  neithei 
do  they  receive  from  the  enemy  any  damage,  but  a  good  work  is 
written  down  unto  them  for  the  same  ;  for  God  suffereth  not  the  reward 
of  the  righteous  to  perish.  And  they  contribute  not  any  sum  either 
small  or  great,  nor  do  they  pass  a  valley,  but  it  is  written  down  unto 
them,  that  God  may  reward  them  with  a  recompense  exceeding  that 
which  they  have  wrought.  The  believers  are  not  obliged  to  go  forth 
to  war  all  together  :  if  a  part  of  every  band  of  them  go  not  forth,  it  is 
that  they  may  diHgently  instruct  themselves  in  their  religion  }  and 
may  admonish  their  people,  when  they  return  unto  them,  that  they 
may  take  heed  to  themselves.  O  true  believers,  wage  war  agamst 
such  of  the  infidels  as  are  near  you  '^  and  let  them  find  severity"  in 
you  :  and  know  that  GOD  is  with  those  who  fear  him.  Whenever  a 
Sura  is  sent  down,  there  are  some  of  them  who  say,  Which  of  you  hath 
this  caused  to  increase  in  faith?  It  will  increase  the  faith  of  those  who 
believe,  and  they  shall  rejoice  :  but  unto  those  in  whose  hearts  there 
is  an  infirmity,  it  will  didd  farther  doubt  unto  X\\Q,\r  present  doubt ;  and 
they  shall  die  in  their  infidelity.  Do  they  not  see  that  they  are  tried 
every  year  once  or  twice  ?°  yet  they  repent  not,  neither  are  they 
warned.  And  whenever  a  Sura  is  sent  down,  they  look  at  one  another, 
saying,  Doth  anyone  see  you  P"^    then  do  they  turn  aside.     GOD  shall 

^  By  not  caring  to  share  with  him  the  dangers  and  fatigues  of  war.  Al  Beidawi  tells  us,  that 
after  Mohammed  had  set  out  for  Tabuc,  one  Abu  Khaithama,  sitting  in  his  garden,  where  his 
wife,  a  very  beautiful  woman,  had  spread  a  mat  for  him  in  the  shade,  and  had  set  new  dates 
and  fresh  water  before  him,  after  a  little  reflection,  cried  out :  This  is  not  well  that  I  should 
thus  take  my  ease  a7id  pleasure,  while  the  apostle  of  QtOXi  is  exposed  to  the  scoTchi7ig  of  tJte 
S7inbea>ns  and  the  tnclejjtencies  o/t/teuir;  and  immediately  mounting  his  camel,  took  his  sword 
and  lance,  and  went  to  join  the  army. 

1  That  is,  if  some  of  every  tribe  or  town  be  left  behind,  the  end  of  their  being  so  left  is  that 
they  may  apply  themselves  to  study,  and  attain  a  more  exact  knowledge  of  the  several  points 
of  their  religion,  so  as  to  be  able  to  instruct  such  as,  by  reason  of  their  continual  employment 
in  the  wars,  have  no  other  means  of  information.  They  say,  that  after  the  preceding  passages 
were  revealed,  reprehending  those  who  had  stayed  at  home  during  the  expedition  of  Tabuc, 
every  man  went  to  war,  so  that  the  study  of  religion,  which  is  rather  more  necessary  for  the  defence 
and  propagation  of  the  faith  than  even  arms  themselves,  became  wholly  laid  aside  and  neglr<;ted ; 
to  prevent  which,  for  the  future,  a  convenient  number  are  hereby  directed  to  be  left  behind, 
that  they  may  have  leisure  to  prosecute  their  studies. 

""  Either  of  your  kindred  or  neighbours  ;  for  these  claim  your  pity  and  care  in  the  first  place, 
and  their  conversion  ought  first  to  be  endeavoured.  The  persons  particularly  meant  in  this 
passage  are  supposed  to  have  been  the  Jews  of  the  tribes  of  Koreidha  and  Nadhir,  and  those 
of  Khaibar ;  or  else  the  Greeks  of  Syria.l 

"  Or  fierceness  in  war. 

o  i.e.,  By  various  kinds  of  trials,  or  by  being  called  forth  to  war,  and  by  being  made  witnesses 
jf  God's  miraculous  protection  of  the  faithful. 

P  They  wink  at  one  another  to  rise  and  leave  the  prophet's  presence,  if  they  think  they  car 

1  Al  Beidawi. 
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turn  aside  tlieir  hearts  Jrom  the  truth;  because  they  are  a  people  who 
do  not  understand.  Now  hath  an  apostle  come  unto  you  of  our  own 
nation,**  an  excellent  person :  it  is  grievous  unto  him  that  ye  commit 
wickedness  ;  he  is  careful  over  you,  and  compassionate  and  merciful 
towards  the  believers.  li  they  turn  back,  say,  GOD  is  my  support  ; 
there  is  no  God  but  he.  On  him  do  I  trust ;  and  he  is  the  Lord  o» 
the  magnificent  throne. 


CHAPTER    X. 
ENTITLED,  JONAS  ;'  REVEALED  AT  MECCA. 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

A  L.  R.'  These  are  the  signs  of  the  wise  book.  Is  it  a  strange  thing 
-^~*-  unto  the  men  of  Mecca,  that  we  have  revealed  our  will  unto  a 
man  from  among  them,*  saying,  Denounce  threats  unto  men  ij  they 
believe  not;  and  bear  good  tidings  unto  those  who  believe,  that  on  the 
merit  of  their  sincerity  they  have  an  interest  with  their  Lord  ?  The 
unbelievers  say.  This  is  manifest  sorcery. '^  Verily  your  LORD  is  GOD, 
who  hath  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth  in  six  days ;  and  then 
ascended  his  throne,  to  take  on  himself  the  government  of  all  things. 
There  is  no  intercessor,  but  by  his  permission.^  This  is  GOD,  your 
Lord;  therefore  serve  him.  Will  ye  not  consider?  Unto  him  shall 
ye  all  return,  according  to  the  certain  promise  of  GOD  ;  for  he  produceth 
a  creature,  and  then  causeth  it  to  return  again ;  that  he  may  reward 
those  who  believe  and  do  that  which  is  right,  with  equity.  But  as  for 
the  unbelievers,  they  shall  drink  boiling  water,  and  they  shall  suffer  a 
grievous  punishment,  for  that  they  have  disbelieved.  It  is  he  who  hath 
ordained  the  sun  to  shine  by  day,  and  the  moon  for  a  light  by  ni^htj 
and  hath  appointed  her  stations,  that  ye  might  know  the  number  of 
years,  and  the  computation  of  time.  GoD  hath  not  created  this,  but 
with  truth.  He  explaineth  his  signs  unto  people  who  understand. 
Moreover  in  the  vicissitude  of  night  and  day,  and  whatever  God  hath 
created  in  heaven  and  earth,  are  surely  signs  unto  men  who  fear  him. 

do  It  without  being  observed,  to  avoid  hearing  the  severe  and  deserving  reproofs  which  they 
apprehended  in  every  new  revelation.     1'he  persons  intended  are  the  hypocritical  Moslems. 

q  See  chapter  3,  p.  49,  note  " 

''  This  prophet  is  mentioned  towards  the  end  of  the  chapter. 

•  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sec.  III.  p.  46,  47. 

*  And  not  one  of  the  most  powerful  among  them  neither ;  so  that  the  Koreish  said  it  was  a 
wonder  God  could  find  out  no  other  messenger  than  the  orphan  pupil  of  Abu  Taleb.2 

"  Meaning  the  Koran.  According  to  tlie  reading  of  some  copies,  the  words  maybe  rendered, 
This  man  {i.e.,  Mohammed)  is  no  other  than  a  manifest  sorcerer. 

^  These  words  were  revealed  to  refute  the  foolish  opinion  of  the  idolatrous  Mcccani,  who 
imagined  their  idols  w«re  intercessors  with  God  for  them. 

9  Idem. 
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Verily  they  who  hope  not  to  meet  us  at  the  last  day^  and  delight  in  this 
present  life,  and  rest  securely  in  the  same,  and  who  are  negligent  of 
our  signs ;  their  dwelhng  shall  be  hell  fire,  for  that  which  they  have 
deserved.  But  as  to  those  who  believe,  and  work  righteousness,  their 
Lord  will  direct  them  because  of  their  faith ;  they  shall  have  rivers 
flowing  through  gardens  of  pleasure.  Their  prayer  therein  shall  be. 
Praise  be  unto  thee,  O  GoD  !  and  their  salutation^  therein  shall  be. 
Peace  !  and  the  end  of  their  prayer  shall  be,  Praise  be  unto  GOD,  the 
Lord  of  all  creatures  !  If  God  should  cause  evil  to  hasten  unto  men, 
according  to  their  desire  of  hastening  good,  verily  their  end  had  been 
decreed.  Wherefore  we  suffer  those  who  hope  not  to  meet  us  at  the 
resurrection,  to  wander  amazedly  in  their  error.  When  evil  befalleth 
a  man  ;  he  prayeth  unto  us  lyiii^  on  his  side,  or  sitting,  or  standing  :^ 
but  when  we  deliver  him  from  his  affliction,  he  continueth  his  fomier 
course  of  life,  as  though  he  had  not  called  upon  us  to  defend  hijn  against 
the  evil  which  had  befallen  him.  Thus  was  that  which  the  trans- 
gressors committed  prepared  for  them.  We  have  formerly  destroyed 
the  generations  who  were  before  you,  O  men  of  Mecca,  when  they  had 
acted  unjustly,  and  our  apostles  had  come  unto  them  with  evident 
miracles,  and  they  would  not  believe.  Thus  do  we  reward  the  wicked 
people.  Afterwards  did  we  cause  you  to  succeed  them  in  the  earth  ; 
that  we  might  see  how  ye  would  act.  When  our  evident  signs  are 
recited  unto  them,  they  who  hope  not  to  meet  us  at  the  resurrectioft, 
say,  Bring  a  different  Koran  from  this ;  or  make  some  change  therein. 
Answer,  It  is  not  ft  for  me,  that  I  should  change  it  at  my  pleasure  :  I 
follow  that  only  which  is  revealed  unto  me.  Verily  I  fear,  if  I  should 
be  disobedient  unto  my  LORD,  the  punishment  of  the  great  day.  Say, 
If  God  had  so  pleased,  I  had  not  read  it  unto  you,  neither  had  I  taught 
you  the  same.  I  have  already  dwelt  among  you  to  the  age  of  forty 
years,^  before  /  received  it.  Do  ye  not  therefore  understand.''  And 
who  is  more  unjust  than  he  who  deviseth  a  lie  against  God,  or  accuseth 
his  signs  of  falsehood  ?  Surely  the  wicked  shall  not  prosper.  They 
worship  besides  GOD,  that  which  can  neither  hurt  them  nor  profit  them, 
and  they  say.  These  are  our  intercessors  with  GOD.''  Answer,  Will  ye 
tell  God  that  which  he  knoweth  not,  neither  in  heaven  nor  in  earth  ?** 
Praise  be  unto  him  !  and  far  be  that  from  him,  which  they  associate 
with  him  /     Men  were  professors  of  one  religion  only,*^  but  they  dis- 

y  Either  the  mutual  salutation  of  the  blessed  to  one  another,  or  that  of  the  angels  to  the 
blessed. 

^  i.e..  In  all  postures,  and  at  all  times. 

a  For  so  old  was  Mohammed  before  he  took  upon  him  to  be  a  prophet  ;1  during  which  time 
.  his  fellow-citizens  well  knew  that  he  had  not  applied  himself  to  learning  of  any  sort,  nor  fre- 
quented learned  men,  nor  had  ever  exercised  himself  in  composing  verses  or  orations  whereby 
he  might  acquire  the  art  of  rhetoric,  or  elegance  of  speech.  2  A  flagrant  proof,  says  al  Beidawi, 
that  this  book  could  be  taught  him  bj'  none  but  God. 

b  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  I.  p.  12,  &c. 

^  viz.,  That  he  hath  equals  or  companions  either  in  heaven  or  on  earth ;  since  he  acknow- 
ledgeth  none. 

d  That  is  to  say,  the  true  religion,  or  Islam,  which  was  generally  professed,  as  some  say,,  till 
Abel  was  murdered,  or,  as  others,  till  the  days  of  Noah.  Some  suppose  the  first  ages  after  the 
Flood  are  here  intended  :  others,  the  state  of  religion  in  Arabia,  from  the  time  of  Abraham  to 
that  of  Amru  Ebn  Lohai,  the  great  introducer  of  idolatry  into  that  country. 

i  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  p.  33.     Abulfeda,  Vit.  Moh.  c.  7.       '  See  the  Prelim.  Disc,  p,  21,  &c 
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sented  therefro7n;  and  if  a  decree  had  not  previously  issued  from  thy 
Lord,  deferring  their  punishment^  verily  the  matter  had  been  decided 
between  them,  concerning  which  they  disagreed.  They  say,  Unless  a 
sign  be  sent  down  unto  him  from  his  Lord,  we  will  not  believe.  Answer, 
Verily  that  which  is  hidden  is  known  only  unto  GOD  :  wait  therefore 
the  plensttye  of  God;  and  I  also  will  wait  with  you.  And  when  we 
caused  the  men  of  Mecca  to  taste  mercy,  after  an  affliction  which  had 
befallen  them,  behold,  they  devised  a  stratagem  against  our  signs.^  Say 
tmto  the?n,  God  is  more  swift  in  executing  di  stratagem  than  ye.  Verily 
our  messengers^  write  down  that  which  ye  deceitfully  devise.  It  is  he 
who  hath  given  you  conveniences  for  travelling  by  land  and  by  sea  ;  so 
that  ye  be  in  ships,  which  sail  with  them  with  a  favourable  wind,  and 
they  rejoice  therein.  A7id  when  a  tempestuous  wind  overtaketh  them, 
and  waves  come  upon  them  from  every  side,  and  they  think  themselves 
to  be  encompassed  with  inevitable  dangers  j  they  call  upon  GOD, 
exhibiting  the  pure  religion  unto  him,^  and  saying.,  Verily,  if  thou  deliver 
us  from  this  pe^'il,  we  will  be  of  those  who  give  thanks.  But  when  he 
hath  delivered  them,  behold,  they  behave  themselves  insolently  in  the 
earth,  without  justice.  O  men,  Verily  the  violence  which  ye  commit 
against  your  own  souls,  is  for  the  enjoyment  of  this  present  life  only ; 
afterwards  unto  us  shall  ye  return,  and  we  will  declare  unto  you  that 
which  ye  have  done.  Verily  the  likeness  of  this  present  life  is  no  other 
than  as  water,  which  we  send  down  from  heaven,  and  wherewith  the 
productions  of  the  earth  are  mixed,  of  which  men  eat,  and  cattle  alsOj 
until  the  earth  receive  its  vesture,  and  be  adorned  with  various  plants : 
the  inhabitants  thereof  imagine  that  they  have  power  over  the  same  ; 
bzct  our  command  cometh  unto  it  by  night  or  by  day,  and  we  render  it 
as  though  it  had  been  mown,  as  though  it  had  not  yesterday  abounded 
with  fruits.  Thus  do  we  explain  our  signs  unto  people  who  consider. 
God  inviteth  unto  the  dwelling  of  peace,^  and  directeth  whom  he 
pleaseth  into  the  right  way.  They  who  do  right  shall  receive  a  most 
excellent  7'eward,  and  a  superabundant  addition  ;^  neither  blackness^ 
nor  shame  shall  cover  their  faces.  These  shall  be  the  inhabitants  of 
paradise  ;  they  shall  continue  therein  for  ever.  But  they  who  commit 
evil  shall  receive  the  reward  of  evil,  equal  thereunto,^  and  they  shall 
be  covered  with  shame  {for  they  shall  have  no  protector  against  God)  ; 
as  though  their  faces  were  covered  with  the  profound  darkness  of  the 
night.  These  shall  be  the  inhabitants  of  hell  fire  ;  they  shall  remain 
therein  for  ever.  On  the  day  of  the  res7irrection  we  will  gather  them 
all  together ;  then  will  we  say  unto  the  idolaters.  Get  ye  to  your  place, 

*  For  it  is  said  that  they  were  afflicted  with  a  dearth  for  seven  years,  so  that  they  were  very- 
near  perishing  ;  but  no  sooner  reheved  by  God's  sending  them  plenty,  than  they  began  again 
to  charge  Mohammed  with  imposture,  and  to  ridicule  his  revelations. 3 

f  i.  '..,  The  guardian  angels. 

s  That  is,  applying  themselves  to  God  only,  and  neglecting  their  idols;  their  fears  directing 
ihem  in  such  an  extremity  to  ask  help  of  him  only  who  could  give  it. 

^  viz..  Paradise. 

'  For  their  reward  will  vastly  exceed  the  merit  of  their  good  works.     Al  Ghazali  supposes 
this  additio7ial  recompense  will  be  the  beatific  vision.'* 

k  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  p.  67,  &c. 

1  i.e.,  'Jhough  the  blessed  will  be  rewarded  beyond  their  deserts,  yet  GoD  will  not  puni&k 
•'Jiy  beyond  their  demerits,  but  treat  them  with  the  exactest  justice. 

•  Al  Beidawi.         *  S^e  the  Prelim.  Disc.  p.  78. 
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ye  and  your  companions  :™  and  we  will  separate  them  from  one 
another;  and  their  companions  shall  say  unto  them,  Ye  did  not  worship 
us  ;°  and  GOD  is  a  sufficient  witness  between  us  and  you  ;  neither  did 
we  mind  your  worshipping  0/  us.  There  shall  every  soul  experience" 
that  which  it  shall  have  sent  before  it  -^  and  they  shall  be  brought 
before  God,  their  true  Lord  ;  and  the  false  deities  which  they  vainly 
imagined,  shall  disappear  from  before  them.  Say,  Who  provideth  you 
food  from  heaven  and  earth  ?  or  who  hath  the  absolute  power  over  the 
hearing  and  the  sight?  and  who  bringeth  forth  the  living  from  the 
dead,  and  bringeth  forth  the  dead  from  the  living?  and  who  governeth 
all  things  ?  They  will  surely  answer,  GOD.  Say,  Will  ye  not  therefore 
fear  Jmn  ?  This  is  therefore  GOD,  your  true  Lord  :  and  what  remaineth 
there  after  truth,  except  error?  How  therefore  are  ye  turned  aside 
from  the  truth  ?  Thus  is  the  word  of  thy  Lord  verified  upon  them 
who  do  wickedly  ;  that  they  believe  not.  Say,  Is  there  any  of  your 
companions  who  produceth  a  creature,  and  then  causeth  it  to  return 
unto  himself  f  Say,  GOD  produceth  a  creature,  and  then  causeth  it  to 
return  rmto  himself.  How  therefore  are  ye  turned  aside  frojn  hif 
worship?  Say,  Is  there  any  of  your  companions  who  directeth  unto 
the  truth  ?  Say,  GOD  directeth  unto  the  truth.  Whether  is  he  there- 
fore, who  directeth  unto  the  truth,  more  worthy  to  be  followed  ;  or  he 
who  directeth  not,  unless  he  be  directed  ?  What  aileth  you,  therefor^^ 
that  ye  judge  as  ye  do?  And  the  greater  part  of  them  follow  an 
uttcertain  opinion  only  ;  but  a  7nere  opinion  attaineth  not  unto  any 
truth.  Verily  GOD  knoweth  that  which  they  do.  This  Koran  could  (~-^^ 
not  have  been  composed  by  any  except  GOD  ;  but  it  is  a  confirmation  • 
of  that  which  was  revealed  before  it,  and  an  explanation  of  the  scrip- 
ture ;  there  is  no  doubt  thereof;  sent  down  from  the  Lord  of  all 
creatures.  Will  they  say,  Mohammed  hath  forged  it  ?  Answer,  Bring 
therefore  a  chapter  like  unto  it ;  and  call  whom  ye  may  to  your 
assistance,  besides  God,  if  ye  speak  truth.  But  they  have  charged 
that  with  falsehood,  the  knowledge  whereof  they  do  not  comprehend, 
neither  hath  the  interpretation  thereof  come  unto  them.  In  the  same 
manner  did  those  who  were  before  them,  accuse  their  prophets  of  im- 
posture ;  but  behold  what  was  the  end  of  the  unjust.  There  are  some 
of  them  who  believe  therein  ;  and  there  are  some  of  them  who  believe 
not  therein  ;**  and  thy  LORD  well  knoweth  the  corrupt  doers.  If  they 
accuse  thee  of  imposture,  say,  I  have  my  work,  and  ye  have  your  work  ; 
ye  shall  be  clear  of  that  which  I  do,  and  I  will  be  clear  of  that  which 
ye  do.    There  are  some  of  them  who  hearken  unto  thee  ;  but  wilt  thou 

^  That  is,  your  idols,  or  the  companions  which  ye  attributed  unto  God. 

"  But  ye  really  worshipped  your  own  lusts,  and  were  seduced  to  idolatry,  not  by  us,  but  by  ' 

your  own  superstitious  fancies.  It  is  pretended  that  God  will,  at  the  last  day,  enable  the  idols 
to  speak,  and  that  they  will  thus  reproach  their  worshippers,  instead  of  interceding  for  them,  as 
they  hoped.  Some  suppose  the  angels,  who  were  also  objects  of  the  worship  of  the  pagan 
Arabs,  are  particularly  intended  in  this  place. 

o  Some  copies  instead  oitablu,  read  tatiu,  i.e..,  shall  follow,  or  meditate  upon. 

P  See  chapter  2,  p.  11,  note  "". 

<1  i.e..  There  are  some  of  them  who  are  inwardly  well  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  thy  doctrine, 
though  they  are  so  wicked  as  to  oppose  it ;  and  there  are  others  of  them  who  believe  it  not, 
through  prejudice  and  want  of  consideration.  Or  the  passage  may  be  understood  in  the  futur  • 
tense,  of  some  who  should  afterwards  believe,  and  repent,  and  of  others  who  should  die 
infidels.l 

I  Al  Beidawi. 
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make  the  deaf  to  hear,  although  they  do  not  understand  ?  And  there 
are  some  of  them  who  look  at  thee  ;  but  wilt  thou  direct  the  blind, 
although  they  see  not  ?"^  Verily  God  will  not  deal  unjustly  with  men 
in  any  respect :  but  men  deal  unjustly  with  their  own  souls.*  On  a 
certain  day  he  will  gather  them  together,  as  though  they  had  not 
tarried*  above  an  hour  of  a  day  :  they  shall  know  one  another."  Then 
shall  they  perish  who  have  denied  the  meeting  of  GoD,  and  were  not 
rightly  directed.  Whether  we  cause  thee  to  see  a  part  of  the  punish- 
7nent  wherewith  we  have  threatened  them,  or  whether  we  cause  thee 
to  die  befo7-e  thoti  see  it;  unto  us  shall  they  return  :  then  shall  GoD  be 
witness  of  that  which  they  do.  Unto  every  nation  hath  an  apostle 
been  sent:  and  when  their  apostle  came,  the  matter  was  decided  between 
them  with  equity  ;^  and  they  were  not  treated  unjustly.  The  tmbelievers 
say,  When  will  this  threatening  be  made  goody  if  ye  speak  truth.'' 
Answer,  I  am  able  neither  to  procure  advantage  unto  myself,  nor  to 
avert  mischief  fj-oin  me,  but  as  GOD  pleaseth.  Unto  every  nation  is  a 
fixed  term  decreed ;  when  their  term  therefore  is  expired,  they  shall  not 
have  respite  for  an  hour,  neither  shall  their  punishjnejit  be  anticipated. 
Say,  Tell  me  ;  if  the  punishment  of  GOD  overtake  you  by  night,  or  by 
day,  what  part  thereof  will  the  ungodly  wish  to  be  hastened .''  When 
it  falleth  ol  you,  do  ye  then  believe  it  ?  Now  do  ye  believe,  and  wish 
it  far  frojn  you,  when  as  ye  formerly  desired  it  should  be  hastened  "i 
Then  shall  it  be  said  unto  the  wicked,  Taste  ye  the  punishment  of 
eternity :  would  ye  receive  other  than  the  reward  of  that  which  ve  have 
wrought  ?  They  will  desire  to  know  of  thee  whether  this  be  true.  Answer, 
Yea,  by  my  Lord,  it  is  certainly  true;  neither  shall  ye  weaken  God^s  power, 
so  as  to  escape  it.  Verily,  if  every  soul  which  hath  acted  wickedly  had 
whatever  is  on  the  earth,  it  would  willingly  redeem  itself  therewith  at 
the  last  day.  Yet  they  will  conceal  their  repentance,y  after  they  shall 
have  seen  the  punishment :  and  the  matter  shall  be  decided  between 
them  with  equity ;  and  they  shall  not  be  unjustly  treated.  Doth  not 
whatsoever  is  in  heaven  and  on  earth  belong  unto  GOD  ?  Is  not  the 
promise  of  GOD  true  ?  But  the  greater  part  of  them  know  it  not.  He 
giveth  life,  and  he  causeth  to  die  ;  and  unto  him  shall  ye  all  return.  O 
men,  now  hath  an  admonition  come  unto  you  from  your  LORD,  and  a 
remedy  for  the  doubts  which  are  in  your  breasts  ;  and  a  direction,  and 
mercy  unto  the  true  believers.  Say,  Through  the  grace  of  God,  and 
his  mercy  :  therein  therefore  let  them  rejoice  ;  this  will  be  better  than 

■"  These  words  were  revealed  on  account  of  certain  RIeccans,  who  seemed  to  attend  while 
Mohammed  read  the  Koran  to  them,  or  instructed  them  in  any  point  of  reHgion,  but  yet  were 
as  far  from  being  convinced  or  edified,  as  if  they  had  not  heard  him  at  all. 2 

*  For  God  deprives  them  not  of  their  senses  or  understanding  ;  but  they  corrupt  and  make 
an  ill  use  of  them. 

*  Either  in  the  world  or  in  the  grave. 

"  As  if  it  were  but  a  little  while  since  they  parted.  But  this  will  happen  during  the  first 
moments  only  of  the  resurrection  ;  for  afterwards  the  terror  of  the  day  will  disturb  and  take  from 
^hem  all  knowledge  of  one  another.3 

»  By  delivering  the  prophet  and  those  who  believed  on  him,  and  destroying  the  obstinate 
infidels. 

y  To  hide  their  shame  and  regret  ;<  or  because  their  surprise  and  astonishment  will  deprive 
them  of  the  use  of  speech. ^  Some,  however,  understand  the  verb  which  is  here  rendered  will 
conceal,  in  the  contrary  signification,  which  it  sometimes  bears  ;  and  then  it  must  be  translated 
—  Thfy  will  openly  declare  their  repetitance,  &c. 

^XAtxti.-     Sec  cap,  5,  p.  90.         ^  idem.         ♦  Jallalo'ddia.         •  .\1  BeidSwi 
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what  they  heap  together  of  worldly  riches.  Say,  Tell  me  j  of  that 
which  God  hath  sent  down  unto  you  for  food,  have  ye  declared  pari 
to  be  lawful,  and  other  part  to  be  unlawful  ?z  Say,  Hath  God  permitted 
you  to  make  this  distinction  f  or  do  ye  devise  a  lie  concerning  GOD  ? 
But  what  will  be  the  opinion  of  those  who  devise  a  lie  concerning  GOD, 
on  the  day  of  the  resurrection  ?  Verily  GOD  is  endued  with  beneficence 
towards  mankind  ;  but  the  greater  part  of  them  do  not  give  thanks. 
Thou  shalt  be  engaged  in  no  business,  neither  shalt  thou  be  employed 
in  meditating  on  any  passaoe  of  the  Koran ;  nor  shall  ye  do  any  action, 
but  we  will  be  witnesses  over  you,  when  ye  are  employed  therein. 
Nor  is  so  much  as  the  weight  of  an  ant*  hidden  from  thy  Lord,  in 
earth  or  in  heaven  :  neither  is  there  anything  lesser  than  that,  or 
greater,  but  it  is  written  in  the  perspicuous  book.'^  Are  not  the  friends 
of  God  the  persons,  on  whom  no  fear  shall  come,  and  who  shall  not  be 
grieved  ?  They  who  believe  and  fear  GOD,  shall  receive  good  tidings 
in  this  life  and  in  that  which  is  to  come.  There  is  no  change  in  the 
words  of  GOD.  This  shall  be  great  felicity.  Let  not  their  discourse'' 
grieve  thee  ;  for  all  might  belongeth  unto  GOD  :  he  both  heareth  and 
knoweth.  Is  not  whoever  dwelleth  in  heaven  and  on  earth,  subject 
unto  God  ?  What  therefore  do  they  follow,  who  invoke  idols,  besides 
GOD  ?  They  follow  nothing  but  a  vain  opinion  ;  and  they  only  utter 
lies.  It  is  he  who  hath  ordained  the  night  for  you,  that  ye  may  take 
your  rest  therein,  and  the  clear  day  for  labour :  verily  herein  are  signs 
unto  people  who  hearken.  They  say,  God  hath  begotten  children  : 
God  forbid  !  He  is  self-sufficient.  Unto  him  belongeth  whatsoever  is 
in  heaven  and  on  earth  :  ye  have  no  demonstrative  proof  of  this.  Do 
ye  speak  of  God  that  which  ye  know  not  ?  Say,  Verily  they  who 
imagine  a  lie  concerning  God,  shall  not  prosper.  They  may  enjoy  a 
provision  in  this  world  ;  but  afterwards  unto  us  shall  they  return,  and 
we  will  then  cause  them  to  taste  a  grievous  punishment,  for  that  they 
were  unbelievers.  Rehearse  unto  them  the  history  of  Noah  -^  when  he 
said  unto  his  people,  O  my  people,  if  my  standing  forth  amon^  you, 
and  my  warning  j^z/  of  the  signs  of  GOD,  be  grievous  unto  you  ;  in  GoD 
do  I  put  my  trust.  Therefore  lay  your  design  against  me,  and  assemble 
your  false  gods ;  but  let  not  your  design  be  carried  on  by  you  in  the 
dark  :  then  come  forth  against  me,  and  delay  not.  And  if  ye  turn 
aside yr(9;;2  my  admonitions,  I  ask  not  any  reward  of  yon  for  the  same/ 
I  expect  my  reward  from  GOD  alone,  and  I  am  commanded  to  be  07ie 
of  those  who  are  resigned  unto  him.  But  they  accused  him  of  im- 
posture ;  wherefore  we  delivered  him,  and  those  who  were  with  him  in 
the  ark,  and  we  caused  them  to  survive  the  food,  but  we  drowned 
those  who  charged  our  signs  with  falsehood.  Behold,  therefore,  what 
was  the  end  of  those  who  were  warned  by  Noah.  Then  did  we  send, 
after  him,  apostles  unto  their  respective  people,'  and  they  came  unto 

*  See  chapter  6,  p.  loi,  &c. 

*■  See  chapter  4,  p.  58,  note  y. 

^  The  preserved  table,  wherein  God's  decrees  are  recorded. 

•^  The  impious  and  rebellious  talk  of  the  infidels. 

^  See  chapter  7,  p.  no,  &c. 

•  Therefore  ye  cannot  excuse  yourselves  by  saying  that  I  am  burdensome  to  you- 

'As  Hud,  Saleh,  Abraham,  Lot,  and  Shoaib,  to  those  of  Ad,  Thamud,  Babel,  Sodom,  aad 
Midian. 
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them  with  evident  demonstrations :  yet  they  were  not  disposed  to  believe 
in  that  which  they  had  before  rejected  as  false.  Thus  do  we  seal  up 
the  hearts  of  the  transgressors.  Then  did  we  send,  after  them,  Moses 
and  Aaron  unto  Pharaoh  and  his  princes  with  our  signs  -.^  but  they 
behaved  proudly,  and  were  a  wicked  people.  And  when  the  truth  from 
us  had  come  unto  them,  they  said,  Verily  this  is  manifest  sorcery. 
Moses  said  unto  thein^  Do  ye  speak  this  of  the  truth,  after  it  hath  come 
unto  you?  Is  this  sorcery.?  but  sorcerers  shall  not  prosper.  They 
said.  Art  thou  come  unto  us  to  turn  us  aside  from  that  religion  which 
we  found  our  fathers  practise ;  and  that  ye  two  may  have  the  command 
in  the  land  ?  But  we  do  not  believe  you.  And  Pharaoh  said,  Bring 
unto  me  every  expert  magician.  And  when  the  magicians  were  come, 
Moses  said  unto  them.  Cast  down  that  which  ye  are  about  to  cast  down. 
And  when  they  had  cast  down  their  rods  and  cords,  Moses  said  unto  them^ 
The  enchantment  which  ye  have  performed,  shall  GOD  surely  render 
vain ;  for  GOD  prospereth  not  the  work  of  the  wicked  doers.  And  GOD 
will  verify  the  truth  of  his  words,  although  the  wicked  be  averse  thereto. 
And  there  believed  not  any  on  Moses,  except  a  generation  of  his  people,^ 
for  fear  of  Pharaoh  and  of  his  princes,  lest  he  should  afflict  them.  And 
Pharaoh  was  lifted  up  with  pride  in  the  earth,  and  was  surely  07te  of 
the  transgressors.  And  Moses  said,  O  my  people,  if  ye  believe  in  GOD, 
put  your  trust  in  him,  if  ye  be  resigned  to  his  will.  They  answered, 
We  put  our  trust  in  GOD :  O  Lord,  suffer  us  not  to  be  afflicted  by  un- 
just people ;  but  deliver  us,  through  thy  mercy,  from  the  unbelieving 
people.  And  we  spake  by  inspiration  unto  Moses  and  his  hroiher,  say- 
ing, Provide  habitations  for  your  people  in  Egypt,  and  make  your  houses 
a  place  of  worship,^  and  be  constant  at  prayer  ;  and  bear  good  news 
unto  the  true  believers.  And  Moses  said,  O  Lord,  verily  thou  hast 
given  unto  Pharaoh  and  his  ^eo^Xe  pompous  ornaments,^  and  riches  in 
this  present  life,  O  LORD,  that  they  may  be  seduced  from  thy  way  ;  O 
Lord,  bring  their  riches  to  nought, and  harden  their  hearts;  that  they 
may  not  believe,  until  they  see  their  grievous  punishment.  God  said, 
Your  petition  is  heard  •}  be  ye  upright  therefore,™  and  follow  not  in  the 
way  of  those  who  are  ignorant.  And  we  caused  the  children  of  Israel 
to  pass  through  the  sea ;  and  Pharaoh  and  his  army  followed  them  in 

6  See  chapter  7,  p.  115,  &c. 

h  For  when  he  first  began  to  preach,  a  few  of  the  younger  Israelites  only  believed  on  him ; 
the  others  not  giving  ear  to  him,  for  fear  of  the  king.  But  some  suppose  the  pronoun  his  refers 
to  Pharaoh,  and  that  these  were  certain  Egyptians,  who,  together  with  his  wife  Asia,  believed 
on  Moses.  1 

>  So  Jallalo  ddin  expounds  the  original  word  Kebla,  which  properly  signifies  that  place  or 
quarter  towards  which  one  prays.  Wherefore  al  Zamakhshari  supposes  that  the  Israelites  are 
here  ordered  to  dispose  their  oratories  in  such  a  manner  that,  when  they  prayed,  their  faces 
might  be  turned  towards  l\Iecca;  which  he  imagines  was  the  Kebla  of  Moses,  as  it  is  that  of 
the  Mohammedans.  The  former  commentator  adds  that  Pharaoh  had  forbidden  the  Israelites 
to  pray  to  GoD ;  for  which  reason  they  were  obliged  to  perform  that  duty  privately  in  their 
houses. 

^  As  magnificent  apparel,  chariots,  and  the  like. 

'  The  pronoun  is  in  the  dual  number ;  the  antecedent  being  Moses  and  Aaron.  The  com- 
mentators say  that,  in  consequence  of  this  prayer,  all  the  treasures  of  Egypt  were  turned  into 
stones.2 

"*  Or,  as  al  Beidawi  interprets  it.  Be  ye  constant  and  steady  In  preaching  to  the  people.  The 
Mohammedans  pretend  that  Moses  continued  in  Egypt  no  icss  than  forty  years  after  he  had 
first  published  his  mission :  which  cannot  be  reconciled  to  scripture. 

A)  BeidSwi.         2  Jallalo'ddin 
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a  violent  and  hostile  manner;  until,  when  he  was  drowning,  he  said,  1 
believe  that  there  is  no  God  but  he  on  whom  the  children  of  Israel 
believe  ;  and  I  am  one  of  the  resigned."  Now  dost  thou  believe;  when 
thou  hast  been  hitherto  rebellious,  and  one  of  the  wicked  doers  ?  This 
day  will  we  raise  thy  hodiy^  from  the  bottojn  of  the  j-^<^,  that  thou  mayest 
be  a  sign  unto  those  who  shall  be  after  thee  ;  and  verily  a  great  number 
of  men  are  negligent  of  our  signs.  And  we  prepared  for  the  children 
of  Israel  an  established  dwelling  in  the  land  of  Canaan^  and  we  pro- 
vided good  things  for  their  sustenance  :  and  they  differed  not  in  point 
of  religion^  until  knowledge  had  come  unto  them;^  verily  thy  LORD 
will  judge  between  them  on  the  day  of  resurrection,  concerning  that 
wherein  they  disagreed.  If  thou  art  in  a  doubt  concerning  any  part  of 
that  which  we  have  sent  down  unto  thee,**  ask  them  who  have  read  the 
book  of  the  law  before  thee.  Now  hath  the  truth  come  unto  thee  from 
thy  Lord  ;  be  not,  therefore,  one  of  those  who  doubt  :  neither  be  thou 
one  of  those  who  charge  the  signs  of  GOD  with  falsehood,  lest  thou  be- 
come one  of  those  who  perish.  Verily  those  against  whom  the  word  of 
thy  Lord  is  decreed,  shall  not  believe,  although  there  come  unto  them 
every  kind  ^miracle ;  until  they  see  the  grievous  punishment  prepa7^ed 
for  the?n.  And  if  it  were  not  so^  some  city,  ainong  the  many  which 
have  been  destroyed^  would  have  believed  ;  and  the  faith  of  its  inhabi- 
tants would  have  been  of  advantage  unto  them  :  but  no7ie  of  them 
believed  before  the  execution  of  their  se7ttence,  except  the  people  of 
Jonas."^  When  they  believed,  we  delivered  them  from  the  punishment 
of  shame  in  this  world,  and  suffered  them  to  enjoy  their  lives  and 
possessions  for  a  time.*  But  if  thy  LORD  had  pleased,  verily  all  who 
are  in  the  earth  would  have  believed  in  general.  Wilt  thou  therefore 
forcibly  compel  men  to  be  true  believers  t  No  soul  can  believe  but  by 
the  permission  of  GOD  :  and  he  shall  pour  out  his  indignation  on  those 
who  will  not  understand.  Say,  Consider  whatever  is  in  heaven  and  on 
earth  :  but  signs  are  of  no  avail,  neither  preachers,  unto  people  who 

"  These  words,  it  is  said,  Pharaoh  repeated  often  in  his  extremity,  that  he  might  be  heard. 
But  his  repentance  came  too  late;  for  Gabriel  soon  stopped  his  mouth  with  mud,  lest  he  should 
obtain  mercy;  reproaching  him  at  the  same  time  in  the  words  which  follow. 

°  Some  of  the  children  of  Israel  doubting  whether  Pharaoh  was  really  drowned,  Gabriel,  by 
God  s  command,  caused  his  naked  corpse  to  swim  to  shore,  that  they  might  see  it. 3  The  word 
here  translated  body,  signifying  also  a  coat  of  viail,  some  imagine  the  meaning  to  be,  that  his 
corpse  floated  armed  with  his  coat  of  mail,  which  they  tell  us  was  of  gold,  by  which  they  knew 
that  it  was  he. 

P  i.e..  After  the  law  h:id  been  revealed,  and  published  by  Moses. 

q  That  is,  concerning  the  truth  of  the  histories  which  are  here  related.  The  commentators 
doubt  whether  the  person  here  spoken  to  be  Mohammed  himself  or  his  auditor. 

""  viz..  The  inhabitants  of  Ninive,  which  stood  on  or  near  the  place  where  al  Mawsel  now 
stands. _  This  people  having  corrupted  themselves  with  idolatry,  Jonas  the  son  of  Mattai  (or 
Amittai,  which  the  Mohammedans  suppose  to  be  the  name  of  his  mother),  an  Israelite  of  the 
tribe  of  Benjamin,  was  sent  by  God  to  preach  to  and  reclaim  them.  When  he  first  began  to 
exhort  them  to  repentance.  Instead  of  hearkening  to  him,  they  used  him  very  111,  so  that  he 
was  obliged  to  leave  the  city ;  threatening  them,  at  his  departure,  that  they  should  be 
destroyed  within  three  days,  or,  as  others  say,  within  forty.l  But  when  the  time  drew  near, 
and  they  saw  the  heavens  overcast  with  a  black  cloud,  which  shot  forth  fire,  and  filled  the  air 
with  smoke,  and  hung  directly  over  their  city,  they  were  in  a  terrible  consternation,  and  getting 
into  the  fields  with  their  families  and  cattle,  they  put  on  sackcloth,  and  humbled  themselves 
before  God,  calling  aloud  for  pardon,  and  sincerely  repenting  of  their  past  wickedness- 
Wl-ereupon  God  was  pleased  to  forgive  them,  and  the  storm  blew  over.2 

'  i.e..  Until  they  died  according  to  the  ordinary  course  of  nature. 

«  See  tvod  xiv.  30.  l  See  Jonah  iii.  ^  2  Al  Deidawi,  Jallalo'ddin,  Abulfeda.  See  cap, 
II  and  37. 
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will  not  believe.  Do  they  therefore  expect  any  other  than  some  terrible 
judgment^  like  unto  the  judgments  which  have  fallen  on  those  who 
have  gone  before  them  ?  Say,  Wait  ye  the  issue;  and  I  also  will  wait 
with  you :  then  will  we  deliver  our  apostles  and  those  who  believe. 
Thus  is  it  a  justice  due  from  us,  that  we  should  deliver  the  true  believers. 
Say,  O  men  of  Mecca^  if  ye  be  in  doubt  concerning  my  religion,  verily 
I  worship  not  the  idols  which  ye  worship,  besides  God  ;  but  I  worship 
God,  who  will  cause  you  to  die  :  and  I  am  commanded  to  be  one  of 
the  true  believers.  And  //  was  said  unto  me^  Set  thy  face  towards  the 
true  religion,  a)id  be  orthodox ;  and  by  no  means  be  07ie  of  those  who 
attribute  companions  vnto  GOD  ;  neither  invoke,  besides  GOD,  that 
which  can  neither  profit  thee  nor  hurt  thee :  for  if  thou  do,  thou  wilt 
then  certainly  become  o?ie  of  the  unjust.  If  GoD  afflict  thee  with  hurt, 
there  is  none  who  can  relieve  thee  from  it,  except  he  ;  and  if  he  willeth 
thee  any  good,  there  is  none  who  can  keep  back  his  bounty  :  he  will 
confer  it  on  such  of  his  servants  as  he  pleaseth ;  and  he  is  gracious  a?td 
merciful.  Say,  O  men,  now  hath  the  truth  come  unto  you  from  your 
Lord,  He  therefore  who  shall  be  directed,  will  be  directed  to  the 
advantage  of  his  own  soul :  but  he  who  shall  err,  will  err  only  against 
the  same.  I  am  no  guardian  over  you.  Do  thou,  O  prophet^  follow 
that  which  is  revealed  unto  thee :  and  persevere  with  patience,  until 
CjOD  shall  Judge ;  for  he  is  the  best  judge. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

ENTITLED,    HUD;*  REVEALED  AT   MECCA. 

IN   THE   NAME   OF  THE   MOST   MERCIFUL  GOD. 

AL.  R.'*  This  book,  the  verses  whereof  are  guarded  against  corruption, 
and  are  also  distinctly  explained,y  is  a  revelation  from  the  wisQ 
the  knowing  God :  that  ye  serve  not  any  other  than  GOD  (verily  I  am 
a  denouncer  of  threats^  and  a  bearer  of  good  tidings  unto  you  ^rom 

*  The  story  of  which  prophet  is  repeated  in  this  chapter. 
"  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  p.  46,  &c. 

*  According  to  the  various  senses  which  the  verb  ohkhnat,  in  the  original,  may  bear,  th« 
commentators  suggest  as  many  different  ii-ter^jretations.  Some  suppose  the  meaning  to  be, 
according  to  our  version,  that  the  Koran  is  not  liable  to  be  corrupted,!  as  the  law  and  the 
gospel  have  been,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Mohammedans ;  others,  that  every  verse  in  this  par- 
ticular chapter  is  in  full  force,  and  not  one  of  them  abrogated  ;  others,  that  the  verses  of  the 
Koran  are  disposed  in  a  clear  and  perspicuous  method,  or  contain  evident  and  demonstrative 
arguments  ;  and  others,  that  they  comprise  judicial  declarations,  to  regulate  both  faith  and 
practice.  2 

y  The  signification  of  the  v&rb /ossilat,  which  is  here  used,  being  also  ambiguous,  th«  meaning 
of  this  passage  is  supposed  to  be,  either  that  the  verses  are  distinctly  proposed  or  expressed  in  a 
clear  manner ;  or  that  the  subject  matter  of  the  whole  may  be  distinguished  or  divided  into 
laws,  monitions,  and  examples  ;  or  else  that  the  verses  were  revealed  by  parcels. 

1  S«»,»  the  Prelim.  Disc   p.  58.  '  Al  Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddin.  al  Zam&khshari,  he 
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him);  and  that  ye  ask  pardon  of  your  LORD,  and  then  be  turned  unto 
him.  He  w;ll  cause  you  to  enjoy  a  plentiful  provision,  until  a  prefixed 
lime  :  and  unto  every  one  that  hath  merit  by  good  woj'ks,  will  he  give 
his  abundant  reward.  But  if  ye  turn  back,  verily  I  fear  for  you  the 
punishment  of  the  great  day  :  unto  GOD  shall  ye  return  ;  and  he  is 
almighty.  Do  they  not  double  the  folds  ofthtu  breasts,'^  that  they  may 
conceal  their  designs  from  him?  When  they  cover  themselves  with 
their  garments,  doth  not  he  know  that  which  they  conceal,  and  that 
which  they  discover?  For  he  knoweth  the  innermost  parts  of  the 
breasts  of  men.^  (XII.)  There  is  no  C7'eature  which  creepeth  on  the  earth, 
but  God  provideth  its  food ;  and  he  knoweth  the  place  of  its  retreat, 
and  where  it  is  laid  up.^  The  M'hole  is  written  in  the  perspicuous  book 
of  his  decrees.  It  is  he  who  hath  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth  in 
six  days  (but  his  throne  was  above  the  waters  before  the  creatio7t  there- 
of),^ that  he  might  prove  you,  and  see  which  of  you  would  excel  in 
works.  If  thou  say,  Ye  shall  surely  be  raised  again,  after  death  ;  the 
unbelievers  will  say,  This  is  nothing  but  manifest  sorcery.  And  verily 
if  we  defer  their  punishment  unto  a  determined  season,  they  will  say, 
What  hindereth  \ifro?n  falling  on  us?  Will  it  not  come  upon  them  on 
a  day  wherein  there  shall  be  none  to  avert  it  from  them ;  and  that 
which  they  scoffed  at  shall  encompass  them  ?  Verily,  if  we  cause  man 
to  taste  mercy  from  us,  and  afterwards  take  it  away  from  him,  he  will 
surely  become  desperate,^  and  ungrateful.  And  if  we  cause  him  to  taste 
favour,  after  an  affliction  hath  befallen  him,  he  will  surely  say,  The 
evils  which  I  suffered  are  passed  from  me ;  and  he  will  become  joyful 
and  insolent :  except  those  who  persevere  with  patience,  and  do  that 
which  is  right :  they  shall  receive  pardon  and  a  great  reward.  Per- 
ad  venture  thou  wilt  omit  to  publish  part  of  that  which  hath  been  revealed 
unto  thee,  and  thy  breast  will  become  straitened,  lest  they  say,  Unless  a 
treasure  be  sent  down  unto  him,  or  an  angel  come  with  him,  to  bear  wit- 
ness imto  him,  we  will  not  believe.  Verily  thou  art  a  preacher  onlyj  and 
God  is  the  governor  of  all  things.  Will  they  say.  He  hath  forged  the 
Kordn?    Answer,  Bring  therefore  ten  chapters'"  like  unto  it,  forged  by 

«  Or,  as  it  may  be  translated,  Do  they  Jioi  t^irn  away  their  breasts,  &c. 

a  I'his  passage  was  occasioned  by  the  words  of  certain  of  the  idolaters,  who  said  to  one 
another,  When  we  let  down  our  curtaiiis  (such  as  the  women  use  in  the  east  to  screen  them- 
selves from  the  sight  of  the  men  when  they  happen  to  be  in  the  room),  a}id  wrap  ourselves  vp 
in  07tr  garments,  and  /old  7tp  our  breasts,  to  conceal  07/ r  vialice  against  Mohammed,  how 
should  he  come  to  the  knowledge  of_  it  ?  Some  suppose  the  passage  relates  to  certain  hypo- 
critical Moslems;  but  this  opinion  is  generally  rejected,  because  the  verse  was  revealed  at 
Mecca,  and  the  birth  of  hypocrisy  among  the  Mohammedans  happened  not  till  after  the 
Hejra. 

b  i.e..  Both  during  its  life  and  after  its  death ;  or  the  repositoiy  of  every  animal,  before  its 
birth,  in  the  loins  and  wombs  of  the  parents. 

*  For  the  Mohammedans  suppose  this  throne,  and  the  waters  whereon  it  stands,  which 
waters  they  imagine  are  suppoited  by  a  spirit  or  wind,  were,  with  some  other  things,  created 
before  the  heavens  and  earth.  This  fancy  they  borrowed  from  the  Jews,  who  also  say  that 
the  throne  of  glory  then  stood  in  the  air,  and  was  borne  on  the  face  of  the  waters,  by  the  breath 
of  God's  mouth. i 

^  Casting  aside  all  hopes  of  the  divine  favour,  for  want  of  patience  and  trust  in  God. 

®  This  was  the  number  which  he  first  challenged  them  to  compose  ;  but  they  not  being  able 
to  do  it,  he  made  the  matter  still  easier,  challenging  them  to  produce  a  single  chapter  only,3 
comparable  to  the  Koran  in  doctrine  and  eloquence. 

5  Rashi,  ad  Gen.  i.  2     Vide  Reland.  de  Relig.  Moh.  p.  50,  &c.  «  See  c.  2,  p.  ^  \ 

c  10,  p.  i';3,  &c. 
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yourselves;  and  call  on  whomsoever  ye  may  to  assist you^  except  God,  if 

ye  speak  truth.    But  if  they  zuhomye  call  to  your  assistance  hear  you  not, 

know  that  this  book  hath  been  revealed  by  the  knowledge  of  God  only,' 

and  that  there  is  no  GOD  but  he.     Will  ye  therefore  become  Moslems? 

Whoso  chooseth  the  present  life,  and  the  pomp  thereof,  unto  them  will 

we  give  the  7-eco7npense  of  their  works  therein,  and  the  same  shall  not 

be  diminished  unto  them.     These  are  they  for  whom  no  other  reward 

\%  prepared  in  the  next  life,  except  the  fire  of  hell:  that  which  they  have 

done  in  this  life  shall  perish  ;  and  that  which  they  have  wrought  shall 

be  vain.     Shall  he  therefore  be  compared  with  them,  who  followeth  the 

evident  declaration  of  his  LORD,  and  whom  a  witness  from  him^  at- 

tendeth,  preceded  by  the  book  of  Moses,*^  which  was  revealed  for  a 

guide,  and  out  of  mercy  to  mankind  f     These  believe  in  the  Koran  : 

but  whosoever  of  the  confederate  infidels  believeth  not  therein,  is 

threatened  with  the  fire  of  hell,  which  threat  shall  certainly  be  executed: 

be  not  therefore  in  a  doubt  concerning  it ;  for  it  is  the  truth  from  thy 

Lord  :    but  the  greater  part  of  men  will  not  believe.     Who  is  more 

unjust  than  he  who  imagineth  a  lie  concerning  GOD  ?     They  shall  be 

set  before  their  LORD,  at  the  day  of  judgment,  and  the  witnesses'  shall 

say.  These  are  they  who  devised  lies  against  their  Lord.  Shall  not  the 

curse  of  God  fall  on  the  unjust  ;  who  turn  men  aside  from  the  way  of 

God,  and  seek  to  render  it  crooked,  and  who  believe  not  in  the  life  to 

come  ?     These  were  not  able  to  prevail  against  God  on  earth,  so  as  to 

escape  punishment ;   neither  had  they  any  protectors  besides  GOD  : 

their  punishment  shall  be  doubled  unto  them.'^     They  could  not  hear, 

neither  did  they  see.     These  are  they  who  have  lost  their  souls  ;   and 

the  idols  which  they  falsely  imagined  have  abandoned  them.    There  is 

no  doubt  but  they  shall  be  most  miserable  in  the  world  to  come.     But 

as  for  those  who  believe,  and  do  good  works,  and  humble  themselves 

before  their  LORD,  they  shall  be  the  inhabitants  of  paradise ;  they  shall 

remain  therein  for  ever.     The  similitude  of  the  two  parties^  is  as  the 

blind  and  the  deaf,  and  as  he  who  seeth  and  heareth  :   shall  they  be 

compared  as  equal  ?    Will  ye  not  therefore  consider  ?    We  formerly 

sent  Noah'"  unto  his  people ;  atid  he  said,  Verily  I  am  a  public  preacher 

unto  you  ;    that  ye  worship  GOD  alone  :    verily  I  fear  for  you  the 

punishment  of  the  terrible  day.      But  the  chiefs  of  his  people,  who 

believed  not,  answered,  We  see  thee  to  be  no  other  than  a  man,  like 

unto  us  ;  and  we  do  not  see  that  any  follow  thee,  except  those  who  are 

{^e  most  abject  among  us,  who  have  believed  on  thee  by  a  rash  judg- 

.iient ;°   neither  do  we  perceive  any  excellence  in  you  above  us  :   but 

we  esteem  you  to  be  liars.  Noah  said,  O  my  people,  tell  me ;  if  I  have 

received  an  evident  declaration  from  my  Lord,  and  he  hath  bestowed 

f  Or  containing  several  passages  wrapped  up  in  dark  and  mysterious  expressions,  which  cia 
proceed  from  and  are  perfectly  comprehended  by  none  but  God.3 
g  The  Koran  ;  or,  as  others  suppose,  the  angel  Gabriel. 
*»  Which  bears  testimony  thereto, 

'  That  is,  the  angels,  and  prophets,  and  their  own  members. 
*'  For  they  shall  be  punished  both  in  this  life  and  in  the  next, 
'  i.e..  The  believers  and  the  infidels. 
"'  See  chapter  7,  p.  no,  &c. 
•  For  wxni  of  mature  consideration,  and  moved  by  the  first  impulse  of  tTieir  fancv 


'  Sec  c.  3,  p.  3a. 
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on  me  mercy  from  himself,  which  is  hidden  from  you,  do  we  compel 
you  to  receive  the  same,  in  case  ye  be  averse  thereto  ?  O  my  people,  I 
ask  not  of  you  any  riches,  for  my  preachmg  unto  you  :  my  reward  is 
with  God  alone.  I  will  not  drive  away  those  who  have  believed  :° 
verily  they  shall  meet  their  LORD,  at  the  resiirfectio7i;  but  I  perceive 
that  ye  are  ignorant  men.  O  my  people,  who  shall  assist  me  against 
God,  if  I  drive  them  away  ?  Will  ye  not  therefore  consider  ?  I  say 
not  unto  you,  The  treasures  of  GOD  are  in  my  power  ;  neither  do  I  say, 
I  know  the  secrets  of  Godj  neither  do  I  say,  Verily  I  am  an  angel  -^ 
neither  do  I  say  of  those  whom  your  eyes  do  contemn,  GOD  will  by  no 
means  bestow  good  on  them  (GOD  best  knoweth  that  which  is  in  their 
souls) ;  for  then  should  I  certainly  be  one  of  the  unjust.  They  answered, 
O  Noah,  thou  hast  already  disputed  with  us,  and  hast  multiplied  dis- 
putes with  us  ;  now  therefore  do  thou  bring  that  punishment  upon  us 
wherewith  thou  hast  threatened  us,  if  thou  speakest  truth.  Noah  said. 
Verily  GOD  alone  shall  bring  it  upon  you,  if  he  pleaseth  ;  and  ye  shall 
not  prevail  against  him,  so  as  to  escape  the  same.  Neither  shall  my 
counsel  profit  you,  although  I  endeavour  to  counsel  you  aright,  if  God  i  y>< 
shall  please  to  lead  you  into  error.  He  is  your  Lord,  and  unto  him  /' 
shall  ye  return.  Will  the  Meccans  say,  Mohammed  hath  forged  the  \aj/^  f^ 
Koran  ?    Answer,  If  I  have  forged  it,  on  me  be  my  guilt ;  and  let  me  ^^ 

be  clear  of  that  which  ye  are  guilty  of.  And  it  was  revealed  unto  Noah,  '  a^^'^ 
sayings  Verily  none  of  thy  people  shall  believe,  except  he  who  hath 
already  believed  :  be  not  therefore  grieved  for  that  which  they  are 
doing.  But  make  an  ark  in  our  presence,  according  to  the  form  and 
dimensions  which  we  have  revealed  unto  thee :  and  speak  not  unto  me 
in  behalf  of  those  who  have  acted  unjustly  ;  for  they  are  doomed  to  be 
drowned.  And  he  built  the  ark ;  and  so  often  as  a  company  of  his  people 
passed  by  him,  they  derided  him  :*  but  he  said.  Though  ye  sccff  at  us 
now,  we  will  scoff  at  you  hereafter,  as  ye  scoff  (2/  us;  and  ye  shall  surely 
know  on  whom  a  punishment  shall  be  inflicted,  which  shall  cover  him  with 
shame,  and  on  whom  a  lasting  punishment  shall  fall.  Thus  were  they  em- 
ployed until  our  sentence  was  put  in  execution,  and  the  oven  poured  forth 
Muater}     And  we  said  unto  Noah,  Carry  into  the  ark  of  every  species 

0  For  this  they  asked  him  to  do,  because  they  were  poor  mean  people.  The  same  thing  the 
Koreish  demanded  of  Mohammed,  but  he  was  forbidden  to  comply  with  their  request.! 

P  See  chapter  6,  p.  93. 

q  For  building  a  vessel  in  an  inland  country,  and  so  far  from  the  sea ;  and  for  that  he  was 
turned  carpenter  after  he  had  set  up  for  a  prophet.  2 

""  Or,  as  the  original  literally  signifies,  boiled  over  ;  which  is  consonant  to  what  tlie  Rabbins 
say,  that  the  waters  of  the  Deluge  were  boiling  hot. 

This  oven  was,  as  some  say,  at  Cufa,  in  a  spot  whereon  a  mosque  now  stands ;  or,  as  others 
rather  think,  in  a  certain  place  in  India,  or  else  at  Ain  warda  in  Mesopotamia  ;3  and  its  exun- 
dation  was  the  sign  by  which  Noah  knew  the  flood  was  coming.  ^  Some  pretend  that  it  was  the 
same  oven  which  Eve  made  use  of  to  bake  her  bread  in,  being  of  a  form  different  from  those  we 
use,  having  the  mouth  in  the  upper  part,  and  that  it  descended  from  patriarch  to  patriarch,  til) 
it  came  to  Noah.5  It  is  remarkable  that  Mohammed,  in  all  probability,  borrowed  this  circum- 
stance from  the  Persian  Magi,  who  also  fancied  that  the  first  waters  of  the  Deluge  gushed  out 
»f  the  oven  of  a  certain  old  woman  named  Zala  Cufa. 6 

But  the  word  tannfir,  which  is  here  translated  oven,  also  signifying  the  stiperficies  of  the 
yirth,  ox  a  place  luhetice  waters  sprijtg  forth,  or  where  they  are  collected,  some  suppose  it 
means  no  more  in  this  passage  than  the  spot  or  fissure  whence  the  first  eruption  of  waters  brake 
forth. 

1  See  cap.  6,  p.  93.  2  Al  Beidawi.  3  Idem.  ■«  Jallalo'Hdin,  &c.  SVideD'Her- 
oelot,  Bibl.  Orient.  Art.  Noah.  6  Vide  Hyde,  de  Rel.  Vet.  Pers/ar.  and  Lord's  Account  o: 
the  Relig.  of  the  Persees,  p.  9. 
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of  animals  one  pair;*  and  thy  family,*  (except  him  on  whom  a  previous 

sentence  of  destruction  hath  passed),"  and  those  who  believe.*  But 
there  believed  not  with  him,  except  a  few.y  And  Noah  said,  Embark 
thereon,  in  the  name  of  GOD ;  while  it  moveth  forward,  and  while 
it  standeth  still  ;^  for  my  LORD  is  gracious  a7id  merciful.  And  the 
ai'k  swam  with  them  between  waves  like  mountains  '?■  and  Noah  called 
unto  his  son,''  who  was  seperated  frotn  him^  saying^  Embark  with  us, 
my  son,  and  stay  not  with  the  unbelievers.  He  answered,  I  will  get 
on  a  mountain,  which  will  secure  me  from  the  water.  Noah  replied, 
There  is  no  security  this  day  from  the  decree  of  God,  except  for 
him  on  whom  he  shall  have  mercy.  And  a  wave  passed  between  them, 
and  he  became  one  of  those  who  were  drowned.  And  it  was  said,  O 
earth,  swallow  up  thy  waters,  and  thou,  O  heaven,  withhold  thy  rain. 
And  i?nmediately  the  water  abated,  and  the  decree  was  fulfilled,  ana 
the  ark  rested  on  the  moimtain  Al  Judi;*'  and  it  was  said,  Away  with 

*  Or,  as  the  words  may  also  be  rendered,  and  some  commentators  think  they  ought,  two  pair, 
that  is,  two  males  and  two  females  of  each  species ;  wherein  they  partly  agree  with  divers 
Jewish  and  Christian  writers,!  who  from  the  Hebrew  expression,  seven  and  seven,  and  two  and 
t'oo,  the  male  and  his  female P'  suppose  there  went  into  the  ark  fourteen  pair  of  every  clean, 
and  two  pair  of  every  unclean  species.  There  is  a  tradition  that  God  gathered  together  unto 
Noah  all  sorts  of  beasts,  birds,  and  other  animals  (it  being  inrl^^'^d  difficult  to  conceive  how  he 
should  come  by  them  all  without  some  supernatural  assistance),  and  that  as  he  laid  hold  on 
them,  his  right  hand  constantly  fell  on  the  male,  and  his  left  on  the  female. 3 

*  Namely,  thy  wife,  and  thy  sons  and  their  wives.4 

u  This  was  an  unbelieving  son  of  Noah, 5  named  Canaan,^  or  Yam  ;7  though  others  say  he 
was  not  the  son  of  Noah,  but  his  grandson  by  his  son  Ham,  or  his  wife's  son  by  another 
husband  ;  naj',  some  pretend  he  was  related  to  him  no  farther  than  by  having  been  educated 
and  brought  up  in  his  house. 8  The  best  commentators  add,  that  Noah's  wife,  named  Waila, 
who  was  an  infidel,  was  also  comprehended  in  this  exception,  and  perished  with  her  son. 9 

*  Noah's  family  being  mentioned  before,  it  is  supposed  that  by  these  words  are  intended  the 
other  believers,  who  were  his  proselytes,  but  not  of  his  family :  whence  the  common  opinion 
among  the  Mohammedans,  of  a  greater  number  than  eight  being  saved  in  the  ark,  seems  to 
liave  taken  its  rise.l'^ 

y  viz..  His  other  wife,  who  was  a  true  believer,  his  three  sons,  Shem,  Ham,  and  Japhet,  and 
their  wives,  and  seventy-two  persons  more.  11 

*  That  Is,  omit  no  opportunity  of  getting  on  board.  According  to  a  different  reading,  the 
latter  words  may  be  rendered,  IVho  shall  cause  it  to  tncrje  foTivard,  and  to  stop,  as  there  shall 
be  occasion.  The  commentators  tell  us  that  the  ark  moved  forwards,  or  stood  still,  as  Noah 
would  have  it,  on  his  pronouncing  only  the  words,  /;:  the  name  o/GoD.^- 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  more  judicious  commentators  make  the  dimensions  of  the  ark  to 
be  the  same  with  those  assigned  by  Moses  :13  notwithstanding,  others  have  enlarged  them  most 
extravagantly, !■*  as  some  Christian  writers^^  have  also  done.  They  likewise  tell  us  that  Noah 
was  two  years  in  building  the  ark,  which  was  framed  of  Indian  plane-tree, 'C  that  it  was  divided 
into  three  stories,  of  which  the  lower  was  designed  for  the  beasts,  the  middle  one  for  the  men 
and  women,  and  the  upper  for  the  birds  ;17  and  that  the  men  were  .separated  from  the  wom^n 
by  the  body  of  Adam,  which  Noah  had  taken  into  the  ark.  18  This  last  is  a  tradition  of  the 
eastern  Christians.l^  some  of  whom  pretend  that  the  matrimonial  duty  was  superseded  anu 
suspended  during  the  time  Noah  and  his  family  were  in  the  ark  ;2o  though  Ham  has  been 
accused  of  not  observing  continency  on  that  or  :,  ion,  his  wife,  it  seems,  bringing  forth  Canaan 
in  the  very  ark. 21 

a  The  waters  prevailing  fifteen  cubits  above  the  mountains. 23 

*>  See  above,  note  ". 

*^  This  mountain  is  one  of  those  which  divide  Armenia,  on  the  south,  from  Mesopotamia,  and 
that  part  of  Assyria  which  is  inhabited  by  the  Curds,  from  whom  the  mountains  took  the  nan:ie 

5  Aoen  il-zra,  justm  Mart^T,  Origen,  &c.  "  Gen.  vii.  2.  3  Jallalo'ddin.  4  Al  Teid.nwi. 
5  Yahya.  6  Jallalo'ddin,  al  Beidawi.  7  Ebn  Shohnah.  8  Al  Zamakhshari.     N'idc 

D'Herbel.  Bibl.  Orient,  p.  676.  9  Jallalo'ddin,  al  Zamakhshari,  al  Beidawi.  1"  Se« 

c.  7,  p.  III.  n  See  ibid,  note  ».  !•  Al  Beidawi,  S:c.  l^^  Idem,&c.  !■*  Yahya.  Vide 
Marracc.  in  Alcor.  p.  340.  15  Origen.  Contr.  Cels.  1.  4.  Vide  Kircher.  de  Area  Noe,  c.  8. 
16  Al  Beidawi.     Vide  D'Herbel.  p.  675,  and  Eutych.  p   34.  17  A!  Beidawi.     Vide  B'utych. 

Annal.  p.  3^.         18  Yahya.  18  Jacob.  Edessenus,  apud  Barcepham  de  Parad.  part  i.  c.  14- 

Eut^'ch.  ubi  sup.     Vide  etiam  Eliezer.  pirke  c.  23.  20  Ambros.  de  Noa  ef  Area,  c.  ai 

21  Vide  Heidegger.  Hist.  Patriarchar.  vol.  i.  p.  409.        "  Al  Beid.Twi 


CHAr.  XI.  AL   KORAN.  163 

the  ungodly  people !  And  Noah  called  upon  his  Lord,  and  said,  O 
Lord,  verily  my  son  is  of  my  family ;  and  thy  promise  is  true  '.^  for  thou 
art  the  most  just  of  those  who  exercise  judgment.  God  answered,  O 
Noah,  verily  he  is  not  of  thy  family  \^  this  intercession  of  thine  for  hiin^ 
is  not  a  righteous  work.'  Ask  not  of  me  therefore  that  wherein  thou 
hast  no  knowledge:  I  admonish  thee  that  thou  become  not  one  of 
the  ignorant.  Noah  said,  O  Lord,  I  have  recourse  unto  thee  for  the 
assistance  of  thy  grace,  that  I  ask  not  of  thee  that  wherein  1  have  no 
knowledge  :  and  unless  thou  forgive  me,  and  be  merciful  unto  me,  I  shall 
be  one  of  those  who  perish.  It  was  said  unto  hitn^  O  Noah,  come 
down  from  the  ark,^  with  peace  from  us,  and  blessings  upon  thee  and 
upon  a  part  of  those  who  are  with  thee  :^  but  as  for  a  part  of  them ^^  we 
will  suffer  them  to  enjoy  the  provision  of  this  world j  and  afterwards 
shall  a  grievous  punishment  from  us  be  inflicted  on  them,  in  the  life  to 
come.  This  is  a  secret  history,  which  we  reveal  unto  thee  :  thou  didst 
not  know  it,  neither  did  thy  people,  before  this.  Wherefore  persevere 
wit)  I  patience  :  for  the  prosperous  issue  shall  attend  the  pious.  And 
unto  the  tribe  ofh.^  we  j-^;// their  brother  Hud.^  He  said,  O  my  people, 
worship  God  ;  ye  have  no  God  besides  him  :  ye  only  imagine  false- 

cf  Cardu,  or  Gardu,  by  the  Greeks  turned  into  Gordyaei,  and  other  names.l  Mount  al  Judi 
(which  name  seems  to  be  a  corruption,  though  it  be  constantly  so  written  by  the  Arabs,  for 
Jordi,  or  Giordi)  is  also  called  Thamanin,2  probably  from  a  town  at  the  foot  of  it,3  so  named 
from  the  number  of  persons  saved  in  the  ark,  the  word  thainanin  signifying  eighty,  and  over- 
looks the  country  of  Diyar  Rabiah,  near  the  cities  of  RIawsel,  Forda,  and  Jazirat  Ebn  Omar, 
which  last  place  one  affirms  to  be  but  four  miles  from  the  place  of  the  ark,  and  says  that  a 
Mohammedan  temple  was  built  there  with  the  remains  of  that  vessel,  by  the  Khalif  Omar  Ebn 
Abd'alaziz,  whom  he  by  mistake  calls  Omar  Ebn  al  Khattab.4 

The  tradition  which  affirms  the  ark  to  have  rested  on  these  mountains,  must  have  been  very 
ancient,  since  it  is  the  tradition  of  the  Chaldeans  themselves  'fi  the  Chaldee  paraphrasts  consent 
to  their  opinion, 6  which  obtained  very  much  formerly,  especially  among  the  eastern  Christians. '^ 
To  confirm  it,  we  are  told  that  the  remainders  of  the  ark  were  to  be  seen  on  the  Gordyaean 
mountains  :  Berosus  and  Abydenus  both  declare  there  was  such  a  report  in  their  time  ;8  the  first 
observing  that  several  of  the  inhabitants  thereabouts  scraped  the  pitch  off  the  planks  as  a  rarity, 
and  carried  it  about  them  for  an  amulet :  and  the  latter  saying  that  they  used  the  wood  of  the 
vessel  against  many  diseases  with  wonderful  success.  The  relics  of  the  ark  were  also  to  be  seen 
here  in  the  time  of  Epiphanius,  if  we  may  believe  him  ;9  and  we  are  told  the  emperor  Heraclius 
went  from  the  town  of  Thamanin  up  to  the  mountain  al  Judi,  and  saw  the  place  of  the  ark.l" 
There  was  also  formerly  a  famous  monastery,  called  the  tnonastery  of  the  ark,  upon  some  of 
these  mountains,  where  the  Nestorians  used  to  celebrate  a  feast  (i.iy  on  the  spot  where  they 
supposed  the  ark  rested  :  but  in  the  year  of  Christ  776,  that  monastery  was  destroyed  by  light- 
ning, with  the  church,  and  a  numerous  congregation  in  it.^l  Since  which  time  U  seems  the 
credit  of  this  tradition  hath  declined,  and  given  place  to  another,  which  obtains  at  present,  and 
according  to  which  the  ark  rested  on  Mount  Masis,  in  Armenia,  called  by  the  Turks  Aghir  dagh, 
or  the  heavy  or  great  tnoufitnin,  and  situate  about  twelve  leagues  south-east  of  Erivan.l^ 

"*  Noah  here  challenges  God's  promise  that  he  would  save  his  family. 

•  Being  cut  off  from  it  on  account  of  his  infidelity. 

f  According  to  a  different  reading,  this  passage  may  be  rendered.  For  Jie  hath  acted  un- 
righteously. 

s.  The  Mohammedans  say  that  Noah  went  into  the  ark  on  the  tenth  of  Rajeb,  and  came  out 
of  it  the  tenth  of  al  Moharram,  which  therefore  became  a  fast.  So  that  the  whole  time  oi 
Noah "3  being  in  the  ark,  according  to  them,  was  six  months.! 

h  viz..  Such  of  them  as  continued  in  their  belief. 

'  That  is,  such  of  his  posterity  as  should  depart  from  the  true  faith,  and  fall  into  idolatry. 

k  See  chapter  7,  p.  11 1. 

1  See  Bochart.  I'haleg.  1.  i,  c.  3.  2  Qeogr.  Nub.  p.  202.  3  Vide  D'Herbel.  Bibl.  Orient. 
p.  404  and  676,  and  Agathiam,  1.  14,  p.  135.  4  Benjamin.  Itiner.  p.  61.         5  Berosus,  apud 

Joseph.  Antiq.  1.  i,  c.  4.  6  Onkelos  et  Jonathan,  in  Gen.  viii.  4.  ^  Vide  Eutych.  Annal. 
P-  4t-  *  Berosus,  apud  Joseph,  ubi  sup.     Abydenus,  apud  Euseb.  Praep.  Ev.  1.  9,  c.  4. 

»  Epiph,  Haeres.  i3.  10  Elmacin.  1.  i,  c.  i.  H  Vide  Chronic.  Dionysii  Patriarch 

Jacobitar.  apud  Asseman.  Bibl.  Orient,  t.  2,  p,  113.  12  Al  Beidawi.  i  Idem.     Se« 

D'Herbel.  ubi  sup. 
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hood,  in  setting  up  idols  a7id  intercessors  of  your  own  making.  O  m> 
people,  I  ask  not  of  you  for  this  7ny  preachings  any  recompense  :  my 
recompense  do  I  expect  from  him  only  who  hath  created  me.  Will  ye 
not  therefore  understand?  O  my  people,  ask  pardon  of  your  Lord  ; 
and  be  turned  unto  him  :  he  will  send  the  heaven  to  pour  forth  rain 
plentifully  upon  you,^  and  he  will  increase  your  strength  by  giving 
unto  you  farther  strength  :™  therefore  turn  not  aside  to  commit  evil. 
They  answered,  O  Hud,  thou  hast  brought  us  no  proof  of  what  thou 
sayest ;  therefore  we  will  not  leave  our  gods  for  thy  saying,  neither  do 
we  believe  thee.  We  say  no  other  than  that  some  of  our  gods  have 
afflicted  thee  with  evil."*  He  replied,  Verily  I  call  GOD  to  witness,  and 
do  ye  also  bear  witness,  that  I  am  clear  of  that  which  ye  associate  with 
God^  besides  him.  Do  ye  all  therefore  join  to  devise  a  plot  against 
me,  and  tarry  not ;  for  I  put  my  confidence  in  GOD,  my  Lord  and  your 
Lord.  There  is  no  beast,  but  he  holdeth  it  by  its  forelock  :**  verily 
my  Lord  proceedeth  in  the  right  way.  But  if  ye  turn  back,  I  have 
already  declared  unto  you  that  with  which  I  was  sent  unto  you  ;  and 
my  Lord  shall  substitute  another  nation  in  your  stead  ;  and  ye  shall 
not  hurt  him  at  all  :  for  my  Lord  is  guardian  over  all  things.  And 
when  our  sentence  came  to  be  put  in  execution^  we  delivered  Hud,  and 
those  who  had  believed  with  him,^  through  our  mercy  ;  and  we  delivered 
them  from  a  grievous  punishment.  And  this  tribe  of  Ad  wittingly 
rejected  the  signs  of  their  Lord,  and  were  disobedient  unto  his 
messengers,  and  they  followed  the  command  of  every  rebellious  per- 
verse person.  Wherefore  they  were  followed  in  this  world  by  a  curse, 
and  they  shall  be  followed  by  the  same  on  the  day  of  resurrection.  Did 
not  Ad  disbelieve  in  their  Lord  .?  Was  it  not  said^  Away  with  Ad,  the 
people  of  Hud  ?  And  unto  the  tribe  of  Thamud  we  sent  their  brother 
Saleh.**  He  said  imto  them,  O  my  people,  worship  GOD  ;  ye  have  no 
God  besides  him.  It  is  he  who  hath  produced  you  out  of  the  earth, 
And  hath  given  you  an  habitation  therein.  Ask  pardon  of  him,  there- 
fore, and  be  turned  unto  him  ;  for  my  LORD  is  near,  and  ready  to 
answer.  They  answered,  O  Saleh,  thou  wast  a  person  on  whom  we 
placed  our  hopes  before  this."^  Dost  thou  forbid  us  to  worship  that 
which  our  fathers  worshipped  ?  But  we  are  certainly  in  doubt  con- 
cerning the  I'cligion  to  which  thou  dost  invite  us,  as  justly  to  be  expected. 
Saleh  said,  O  my  people,  tell  me  ;  if  I  have  received  an  evident 
declaration  from  my  LORD,  and  he  hath  bestowed  on  me  mercy  from 
himself ;  who  will  protect  me  from  the  vetigeance  of  GOD,  if  I  be  dis- 
obedient unto  him  .'*  For  ye  shall  not  add  unto  me,  other  than  loss. 
And  he  said,  O  my  people,  this  she-camel  of  GOD  is  a  sign  unto  you  ; 

1  For  the  Adites  were  grievously  distressed  by  a  drought  for  three  years.' 
""  By  giving  you  children  ;  the  wombs  of  their  wives  being  also  rendered  barren  during  th< 
time  of  the  drought,  as  well  as  their  lands. 3 
"  Or  madness  ;  having  deprived  thee  of  thy  reason  for  the  indignities  thou  hast  offered  them. 

0  That  is,  he  exerciseth  an  absolute  power  over  it.  A  creature  held  in  this  manner  being  sup- 
posed to  be  reduced  to  the  lowest  subjection. 

P  Who  were  in  number  four  thousand.^ 

1  See  chapter  7,  p.  112. 

''  Designing  to  have  made  thee  our  prince,  because  of  the  singular  prudence  and  other  good 
qualities  which  we  observed  in  thee  ;  but  thy  dissenting  from  us  in  point  of  religious  worslup 
has  frustrated  those  hopes.  & 

'  See  the  notes  to  cap.  7,  p.  ni.       >  Al  Beidawi.        ♦  Idem.        •  Idem 
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therefore  dismiss  her  freely  that  she  may  feed  in  GoD^S  earth,  and  do 
her  no  harm,  lest  a  swift  punishment  seize  you.  Yet  they  killed  her  ; 
and  Saieh  said,  'En]oy yourselves  in  your  dwellings  for  three  days  ;'  after 
which  ye  shall  be  destroyed.  This  is  an  infallible  prediction.  And  when 
our  decree  came  to  be  executed,  we  delivered  Saleh  and  those  who  be- 
lieved with  him,  through  our  mercy,  from  the  disgrace  of  that  day ;  for 
thy  Lord  is  the  strong,  the  mighty  God.  But  a  terrible  noise  from 
heavejt  assailed  those  who  had  acted  unjustly ;  and  in  the  morning  they 
were  found  in  their  houses,  lying  dead  and  prostrate ;  as  though  they 
had  never  dwelt  therein.  Did  not  Thamud  disbelieve  in  their  Lord  ? 
Was  not  Thamud  cast  far  away  ?  Our  messengers*  also  came  formerly 
unto  Abraham,  with  good  tidings  :  they  said,  Peace  be  upon  thee.  And 
he  answered,  And  on  you  be  peace  !  and  he  tarried  not,  but  brought 
a  roasted  calf.  And  when  he  saw  that  their  hands  did  not  touch  the 
meat^  he  misliked  them,  and  entertained  a  fear  of  them.'^  But  they 
said,  Fear  not :  for  we  are  sent  unto  the  people  of  Lot.^  And  his 
wife  Sarah  was  standing  by,y  and  she  laughed  ;*  and  we  promised 
her  Isaac,  and  after  Isaac,  Jacob.  She  said,  Alas  !  shall  I  beai 
a  son,  who  am  old ;  this  my  husband  also  being  advanced  in  years  ?^ 
Verily  this  would  be  a  wonderful  thing.  The  angels  answered,  Dost 
thou  wonder  at  the  ej^ect  of  the  command  of  GOD?  The  mercy  of 
God  and  his  blessings  be  upon  you,  the  family  of  the  house  -^  for  he  is 
praiseworthy,  and  to  be  glorified.  And  when  his  apprehension  had 
departed  from  Abraham,  and  the  good  tidings  of  Isaac^s  birth  had  come 
unto  him,  he  disputed  with  us  concerning  the  people  of  Lot  :*'  for  Abra- 
ham was  a  pitiful,  compassionate,  and  dQ.vo\\\.  person.  The  angels  said 
unto  hiin^  O  Abraham,  abstain  from  this ;  for  now  is  the  command  of 
thy  Lord  come,  to  put  their  sentence  in  execution,  and  an  inevitable 
punishment  is  ready  to  fall  upon  them.   And  when  our  messengers  came 

'  viz.,  Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  Friday. l     See  chapter  7,  p.  113,  note  ™. 

*  These  were  the  angels  who  were  sent  to  acquaint  Abraham  with  the  promise  of  Isaac,  and 
to  destroy  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  Some  of  the  commentators  pretend  they  were  twelve,  or  nine, 
or  ten  in  number ;  but  others,  agreeably  to  scripture,  say  they  were  but  three,  viz.,  Gabriel, 
Michael,  and  Israf  il.2 

"  Apprehending  they  had  some  ill  design  against  him,  because  they  would  not  eat  with  him. 

«  Being  angels,  whose  nature  needs  not  the  support  of  food.  3 

^  Either  behind  the  curtain,  or  door  of  the  tent ;  or  elsfe  waiting  upon  them. 

*  The  commentators  are  so  little  acquainted  with  scripture,  that,  not  knowing  the  true  occa- 
sion of  Sarah's  laughter,  they  strain  their  invention  to  give  some  reason  for  it.  One  says  that 
she  laughed  at  the  angels  discovering  themselves,  and  ridding  Abraham  and  herself  of  their 
apprehensions ;  and  another,  that  it  was  at  the  approaching  destruction  of  the  Sodomites  (a  very 
probable  motive  in  one  of  her  sex).  Some,  however,  interpret  the  original  word  differently,  and 
will  have  it  that  she  did  not  laugh,  but  that  her  courses,  which  had  stopped  for  several  years, 
came  upon  her^  at  this  time,  as  a  previous  sign  of  her  future  conception.'* 

»  Al  Beidawi  writes  that  Sarah  was  then  ninety  or  ninety-nine  years  old,  and  Abraham  a 
hundred  and  twenty. 

*>  Or  the  stock  whence  all  the  prophets  were  to  proceed  for  the  future.  Or  the  expression 
may  perhaps  refer  to  Abraham  and  Ismael's  buildin?  the  Caaba,  which  is  often  called,  by  way 
of  excellence,  the  house. 

'^  That  is,  he  interceded  with  us  for  them.6  Jallalo'ddin,  instead  of  the  numbers  mentioned 
by  Moses,_says  that  Abraham  first  asked  whether  God  would  destroy  those  cities  if  three 
hundred  righteous  persons  were  found  therein,  and  so  fell  successively  to  two  hundred,  forty, 
fouiteen,  and  at  last  came  to  one  :  but  there  was  not  one  righteous  person  to  be  found  among 
them,  except  only  Lot  and  his  family. 

i  Idem.  2  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin.     See  Gen.  xviii.  '  Idem  <  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin,  aJ 

Zamakh:rhari.         *  Vide  Gen.  xviii.  23,  &c. 
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unto  Lot,  he  was  troubled  for  them,'^  and  his  arm  was  straitened  con- 
cerning them,®  and  he  said,  This  is  a  grievoas  day.  And  his  people 
came  unto  him,  rushing  upon  him :  and  they  had  formerly  been  guilty 
of  wickedness.  Lot  said  tinio  ihem^  O  my  people,  these  my  daughters 
are  more  lawful  for  you :  therefore  fear  God,  and  put  me  not  to  shame 
by  wronging  my  guests.  Is  there  not  a  man  of  prudence  among  you? 
They  answered.  Thou  knowest  that  we  have  no  need  of  thy  daughters ; 
and  thou  well  knowest  what  we  would  have.  He  said,  If  I  had  strength 
sufficient  to  oppose  you,  or  I  could  have  recourse  unto  a  powerful  sup- 
port, /  would  certainly  do  it.  The  angels  said,  O  Lot,  verily  we  are 
the  messengers  of  thy  Lord;  they  shall  by  no  means  come  in  unto 
thee.'  Go  forth  therefore  with  thy  family,  in  som^e  part  of  the  night, 
and  let  not  any  of  you  turn  back ;  but  as  for  thy  wife,^  that  shall  happen 
unto  her,  which  shall  happen  unto  them.  Verily  the  prediction  of  their 
punishment sh.2i\\  \iQ  fulfilled  in  the  morning  :  is  not  the  morning  near? 
And  when  our  command  came,  we  turned  those  cities  upside  down,*^ 
and  we  rained  upon  them  stones  of  baked  clay,^  one  following  another, 
and  being  marked,^  from  thy  Lord  ;  and  they  are  not  far  distant  from 
those  who  act  unjustly.^  And  unto  Madian  we  sent  their  brother 
Shoaib :™  he  said,  O  my  people,  worship  GOD ;  ye  have  no  God  but 
him  :  and  diminish  not  measure  and  weight.  Verily  I  see  you  to  be  in 
a  happy  condition  :^  but  I  fear  for  you  the  punishment  of  the  day  which 
will  encompass  the  ungodly.  O  my  people,  give  full  measure  and  just 
weight;  and  diminish  not  unto  men  ought  of  their  matters;  neither 
commit  injustice  in  the  earth,  acting  corruptly.  The  residue  which 
shall  remain  unto  you  as  the  gift  oi  GOD,  after  ye  shall  have  done 
justice  to  others^  will  be  better  for  you  thati  wealth  gotten  by  fraud j  if 
ye  be  true  believers.     I  am  no  guardian  over  you.     They  answered,  O 

<i  Because  they  appeared  in  the  shape  of  beautiful  young  men,  which  must  needs  tempt  those 
of  Sodom  to  abuse  them.<> 

^  i.e.,  He  knew  himself  unable  to  protect  them  against  the  insults  of  his  townsmen. 

f  Al  Beidawi  says  that  Lot  shut  his  door,  and  argued  the  matter  with  the  riotous  assembly 
from  behind  it ;  but  at  length  they  endeavoured  to  get  over  the  wall :  whereupon  Gabriel,  seeing 
his  distress,  struck  them  on  the  face  with  one  of  his  wings,  and  blinded  them ;  so  that  they 
moved  off,  crying  out  for  help,  and  saying  that  Lot  had  magicians  in  his  house. 

s  This  seems  to  be  the  true  sense  of  the  passage  ;  but  according  to  a  different  reading  of  the 
vowel,  some  interpret  it,  Except  thy  wife  ;  the  meaning  being  that  Lot  is  here  commanded  to 
take  his  family  with  him  except  his  wife.  Wherefore  the  commentators  cannot  agree  whether 
Lot's  wife  went  forth  with  him  or  not ;  some  denying  it,  and  pretending  that  she  was  left  behind 
and  perished  in  the  common  destruction ;  and  others  affirming  it,  and  saying  that  when  she  heard 
the  noise  of  the  storm  and  overthrow  of  the  cities,  she  turned  back  lamenting  their  fate,  and 
was  immediately  struck  down  and  killed  by  one  of  the  stones  mentioned  a  little  lower.l  A 
punishment  she  justly  merited  for  her  infidelity  and  disobedience  to  her  husband. 2 

li  For  they  tell  us  that  Gabriel  thrust  his  wing  under  them,  and  lifted  them  up  so  high,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  lower  heaven  heard  the  barking  of  the  dogs  and  the  crowing  of  the  cocks ; 
and  then,  inverting  them,  threw  them  down  to  the  earth. 3 

'  The  kiln  wherein  they  were  burned  some  imagine  to  have  been  hell. 

'^  That  is,  as  some  suppose,  streaked  with  white  and  red,  or  having  some  other  peculiar  mark 
to  distinguish  them  from  ordinary  stones.  But  the  common  opinion  is  that  each  stone  had  the 
name  of  the  person  who  was  to  be  killed  by  it  written  thereon. *  The  army  of  Abraha  al  Ashram 
was  also  destroyed  by  the  same  kind  of  stones. 

1  This  is  a  kind  ot  threat  to  other  wicked  persons,  and  particularly  to  tlie  infidels  of  Mecca, 
who  deserved  and  might  justly  apprehend  the  same  punishment. 

•"  See  chap.  7,  p.  113,  &c. 

"  That  is,  enjoying  plenty  of  all  things ;  and  therefore  having  the  less  occasion  to  defraud 
one  another,  and  bvMng  the  more  strongly  bound  to  be  thankful  and  obedient  unto  Gou. 

6  Jallalo'ddin,  al  Beidawi.     Vide  Joseph.  Ant.  1.  i,  c.  11.  1  Idem  interprctes.         *  S« 

cap.  66.        3  JalW9'ddin,  al  Beidawi.         ■*  Idem. 
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Shoaib,  do  thy  prayers  enjoin  thee,  that  we  should  leave  the  gods 
which  our  fathers  worshipped  ;  or  that  we  should  not  do  what  we  please 
with  our  substance ?**  Thou  only,  it  seems,  art  the  Wisq person,  and  fit 
to  direct.  He  said,  O  my  people,  tell  me;  if  I  have  received  an  evident 
declaration  from  my  LORD,  and  he  hath  bestowed  on  me  an  excellent 
provision,  and  I  will  not  consent  unto  you  in  that  which  I  forbid  you  ; 
do  I  seek  any  other  than  your  reformation,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power? 
My  support  is  from  GoD  alone ;  on  him  do  I  trust,  and  unto  him  do  I 
turn  me.  O  my  people,  let  not  your  opposing  of  me  draw  on  you  a 
vengeance  like  unto  that  which  fell  on  the  people  of  Noah,  or  the  people 
of  Hud,  or  the  people  of  Saleh  :  neither  was  the  people  of  Lot  far  dis- 
tant from  you.^  Ask  pardon  therefore  of  your  Lord  ;  and  be  turned 
unto  him :  for  my  LORD  is  merciful  and  loving.  They  answered,  O 
Shoaib,  we  understand  not  much  of  what  thou  sayest ;  and  we  see  thee 
to  be  a  man  of  no  power**  among  us :  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  sake  oj 
thy  family,'  we  had  surely  stoned  thee,  neither  couldst  thou  have  pre- 
vailed against  us.  Shoaib  said,  O  my  people,  is  my  family  more  worthy 
in  your  opinion  than  GOD?  and  do  ye  cast  him  behind  you  with  neglect? 
Verily  my  Lord  comprehendeth  that  which  ye  do.  O  my  people,  do 
ye  work  according  to  your  condition ;  I  will  surely  work  according  to 
my  duty.*  And  ye  shall  certainly  know  on  whom  will  be  inflicted  a 
punishment  which  shall  cover  him  with  shame,  and  who  is  a  liar.  Wait 
therefore  the  event;  for  I  also  will  wait  //  with  you.  Wherefore  when 
our  decree  came  to  be  executed,  we  delivered  Shoaib  and  those  who 
believed  with  him,  through  our  mercy:  and  a  terrible  noise  from 
heaven  assailed  those  who  had  acted  unjustly;  and  in  the  morning  they 
were  found  in  their  houses  lying  dead  and  prostrate,  as  though  they  had 
never  dwelt  therein.  Was  not  Madian  removed /r^w  oj^  the  earthy  as 
Thamud  had  been  removed?  And  we  formerly  sent  Moses  with  our 
signs,  and  manifest  power,  unto  Pharaoh  and  his  princes  :*  but  they 
followed  the  command  of  Pharaoh ;  although  the  command  of  Pharaoh 
did  not  direct  them  aright.  Pharaoh  shall  precede  his  people  on  the 
day  of  resurrection,  and  he  shall  lead  them  into  hell  fire ;  an  unhappy 
way  shall  it  be  which  they  shall  be  led.  They  were  followed  in  this  life 
by  a  curse,  and  on  the  day  of  resurrection  miserable  shall  be  the  gift 
which  shall  be  given  them.  Thi-^  '-"^^  -^  part  of  the  histories  of  the  cities, 
which  we  rehearse  unto  thee.  Of  them  there  are  some  standing  ;  and 
others  which  are  utterly  demolished.'^  And  we  treated  them  not  unjustly, 

«>  For  this  liberty  they  imagined  was  taken  from  them,  by  his  prohibition  of  false  weights 
and  measures,  or  to  diminish  or  adulltrate  their  coin.^ 

P  For  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  were  situate  not  a  great  way  from  you,  and  their  destruction 
happened  not  many  ages  ago ;  neither  did  they  deserve  it,  on  account  of  their  obstinacy  and 
wickedness,  much  more  than  yourselves. 

1  The  Arabic  word  datf,  zueak,  signifying  also,  in  the  Hamyaritic  dialect,  blind,  some  sup- 
pose that  Shoaib  was  so,  and  that  the  Midianites  oojected  that  to  him  as  a  defect  which  dis- 
qualified him  for  the  prophetic  office. 

^ /./.,  For  the  respect  we  bear  to  thy  family  and  relations,  whom  we  honour  as  being  of  our 
religion,  and  not  for  any  apprehension  we  have  of  their  power  to  assist  you  against  us.  The 
original  word,  here  translated  family,  signifies  any  number  from  three  to  seven  or  ten,  but  not 
more." 

*  See  chapter  6,  p.  loi,  note  0. 

'  See  chapter  7,  p.  115,  &c. 

"  Literally,  ww7t/«  down;  the  sentence  presenting  the  different  images  of  corn  standing,  isd 
cut  down,  wtiich  is  also  often  used  by  the  sacred  writers. 

6  Al  Beidavvi.        8  Idem. 
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but  they  dealt  unjustly  with  their  own  souls  :  and  their  gods  which  they 
invoked,  besides  GoD,  were  of  no  advantage  unto  them  at  all,  when  the 
decree  of  thy  Lord  came  to  be  executed  on  them^  neither  were  they  any 
other  than  a  detriment  unto  them.  And  thus  was  the  punishment  of 
thy  Lord  ififiicted,  when  he  punished  the  cities  which  were  unjust ;  for 
his  punishment  is  grievous  and  severe.  Verily  herein  is  a  sign  unto 
him  who  feareth  the  punishment  of  the  last  day :  that  shall  be  a  day 
whereon  all  men  shall  be  assembled,  and  that  shall  be  a  day  whereon 
witness  shall  be  borne ;  we  defer  it  not,  but  to  a  determined  time.  When 
that  day  shall  come,  no  soul  shall  speak  to  excuse  itself^  or  to  intercede 
for  another^  but  by  the  permission  of  God.  Of  them  one  shall  be  miser- 
able, and  another  shall  be  happy.  And  they  who  shall  be  miserable, 
shall  be  thrown  into  hell  fire;  there  shall  they  wail  and  bemoan  them- 
selves :^  they  shall  remain  therein  so  long  as  the  heavens  and  the  earth 
shall  endure  ;^  except  what  thy  Lord  shall  please  to  remit  of  their 
sentence  f"  for  thy  Lord  effecteth  that  which  he  pleaseth.  But  they  who 
shall  be  happy,  shall  be  adjnitted  into  paradise ;  they  shall  remain  there- 
in so  long  as  the  heavens  and  the  earth  endure ;  besides  what  thy 
Lord  shall  please  to  add  unto  their  bliss;  a  bounty  which  shall  not  be 
interrupted.  Be  not  therefore  in  doubt  concerning  that  which  these 
men  worship ;  they  worship  no  other  than  what  their  fathers  worshipped 
before  thejn  ;  and  we  will  surely  give  them  their  full  portion,  not  in  the 
least  diminished.  We  formerly  gave  unto  Moses  the  book  of  the  law  ; 
and  disputes  arose  among  his  people  concerning  it  :  and  unless  a  pre- 
vious decree  had  proceeded  from  thy  LORD,  to  bear  with  them  during 
this  life,  the  matter  had  been  surely  decided  between  them.  And  thy 
people  are  also  jealous  and  in  doubt  concerning  the  Koran.  But  unto 
every  one  of  them  will  thy  LORD  render  the  reward  of  \}[\€\x  works;  for 
he  well  knoweth  that  which  they  do.  Be  thou  steadfast,  therefore,  as 
thou  hast  been  commanded  ;  and  let  him  also  be  steadfast  who  shall  be 
converted  with  thee  ;  and  transgress  not :  for  he  seeth  that  which  ye 
do.  And  incline  not  unto  those  who  act  unjustly,  lest  the  fire  of  hell 
touch  you  :  for  ye  have  no  protectors,  except  GOD  ;  neither  shall  ye  be 
assisted  against  him.  Pray  regularly  morning  and  evening  ;*  and  in 
;  the  former  part  of  the  night,^  for  good  works  drive  away  evils.  This  is 
f  an  admonition  unto  those  ^'•^.'^.  "Z/J'A'^'^  '  wherefore  persevere  with 
patience ;  for  God  ^'ifr^^^eth  not  the  reward  of  the  righteous  to  perish. 
Were  such  of  the  generations  before  you,  endued  with  understanding 
and  virtue,  who  forbade  the  acting  corruptly  in  the  earth,  any  more 
than  a  few  only  of  those  whom  we  delivered  ?    But  they  who  were  un- 

«  The  two  words  in  the  original  signify  properly  the  vehement  drawing  in  and  expiration  of 
one's  breath,  which  is  usual  to  persons  in  great  pain  and  anguish ;  and  particularly  the  recipro- 
cation of  the  voice  of  an  ass  when  he  brays. 

y  This  is  not  to  be  strictly  understood  as  if  either  the  punishment  of  the  damned  should  have 
an  end,  or  the  heavens  and  the  earth  should  endure  for  ever;  the  expression  being  :»nly  used 
by  way  of  image  or  comparison,  which  need  not  agree  in  every  point  with  the  thing  signified. 
Some,  however,  thinlc  the  future  heavens  and  earth,  into  which  the  present  shall  be  changed, 
are  here  meant. 1 

«  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  72,  73. 

a  Literally,  in  the  two  extremities  0/ the  day. 

"  That  \i,  after  sunset  and  before  supper,  when  the  Mohammedans  say  their  fourth  prayer, 
called  by  them  iSalAt  al  tnc^hreb,  or  the  evening  prayer.2 

1  Al  Beidawi         3  Idem. 
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just  followed  the  delights  which  they  enjoyed  in  this  worlds  and  were 
wicked  doers  '?■  and  thy  Lord  was  not  of  such  a  disposition  as  to  de- 
stroy the  cities  unjustly,*  while  their  inhabitants  behaved  themselves  up- 
rightly. And  if  thy  LORD  pleased,  he  would  have  made  all  men  of  one 
religion  :  but  they  shall  not  cease  to  differ  among  themselves,  unless 
those  on  whom  thy  Lord  shall  have  mercy:  and  unto  this  hath  he 
created  them ;  for  the  word  of  thy  Lord  shall  be  fulfilled,  when  he  saia^ 
Verily  I  will  fill  hell  altogether  with  genii  and  men.  The  whole  which 
we  have  related  of  the  histories  of  our  apostles  do  we  relate  unto  thee, 
that  we  may  confirm  thy  heart  thereby ;  and  herein  is  the  truth  come 
unto  thee,  and  an  admonition,  and  a  warning  unto  the  true  believers. 
Say  unto  those  who  believe  not,  Act  ye  according  to  your  condition ; 
we  surely  will  act  according  to  our  duty ^  and  wait  the  issue;  for  we 
certainly  wait  it  also.  Unto  GoD  is  known  that  which  is  secret  in 
heaven  and  earth ;  and  unto  him  shall  the  whole  matter  be  referred. 
Therefore  worship  him,  and  put  thy  trust  in  him ;  for  thy  Lord  is  not 
regardless  of  that  which  ye  do. 


CHAPTER   XII. 

ENTITLED,   JOSEPH  ;»  REVEALED   AT   MECCA. 

IN    THE   NAME  OF   THE    MOST   MERCIFUL   GOD. 

AL.  R.^  These  are  the  signs  of  the  perspicuous  book ;  which  we 
have  sent  down  in  the  Arabic  tongue,  that  peradventure  ye  might 
understand.  We  relate  unto  thee  a  most  excellent  history,  by  reveal- 
ing unto  thee  this  Koran,*  whereas  thou  wast  before  one  of  the  ^negli- 

*^  Making  it  their  sole  business  to  please  their  luxurious  desires  and  appetites,  and  placing 
their  whole  felicity  therein. 

•*  Al  Beidavvi  says  that  this  passage  gives  the  reason  why  the  nations  were  destroyed  of  old ; 
viz.,  for  their  violence  and  injustice,  their  following  their  own  lusts,  and  for  their  idolatry  and 
unbelief. 

•  Or,  as  the  commentator  just  named  explains  it,y<7rM«V/(6f<7/a/^v  only,  when  they  observed 
justice  in  other  respects. 

f  See  chapter  6,  p.  1 10,  note  •>.  '^ 

g  The  Koreish,  thinking  to  puzzle  Mohammed,  at  the  instigation  and  by  the  direction  of 
certain  Jewish  Rabbins,  demanded  of  him  how  Jacob's  family  happened  to  go  down  into  Egypt, 
and  that  he  would  relate  to  them  the  history  of  Joseph,  with  all  its  circumstances :  whereupon 
he  pretended  to  have  received  this  chapter  from  heaven,  containing  the  story  of  that  patriarch.l 
It  is  said,  however,  to  have  been  rejected  by  two  Mohammedan  sects,  branches  of  the  Kharej- 
ites,  called  the  Ajaredites  and  the  Maimunians,  as  apocryphal  and  spurious. 

h  See  the  Prelim  Disc.  p.  46,  &c. 

>  Or  this  particular  chapter.  For  the  word  Kor&n,  as  has  been  elsewhere  observed,^  properly 
signifying  no  more  than  a  reading  or  lecture,  is  often  used  to  denote,  not  only  the  whole 
volume,  but  any  distinct  chapter  or  section  of  it. 

^  i.e.,  So  far  from  being  acquainted  with  the  story,  that  it  never  so  much  as  entered  into  thy 
I'loaghts;  a  certain  argument,  says  al  Beidawi,  that  it  must  have  been  revealea  to  him  froiv 
lica\cii. 

^  Al  BeidSwi.        2  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IH.  p.  44. 
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gent.  When  Joseph  said  unto  his  father,^  O  my  father,  verily  I  saw 
in  my  dream  eleven  stars,™  and  the  sun  and  the  moon  ;  I  saw  them 
make  obeisance  unto  me.  Jacob  said,  O  my  child,  tell  not  thy  vision 
to  thy  brethren,  lest  they  devise  some  plot  against  thee  ;°  for  the  devil 
is  a  professed  enemy  unto  man  :  and  thus,  according  to  thy  dream^ 
shall  thy  LORD  choose  thee,  and  teach  thee  the  interpretation  ot  dark 
sayings,**  and  he  shall  accomplish  his  favour  upon  thee  and  upon  the 
family  of  Jacob,  as  he  hath  formerly  accomplished  it  upon  thy  fathers 
Abraham  and  Isaac  ;  for  thy  LORD  is  knowing  a7id  wise.  Surely  in 
the  history  £?/ Joseph  and  his  brethren  there  are  signs  oj  God's  Provi- 
dence to  the  inquisitive  ;  when  they  said  to  one  another,  Joseph  and  his 
brother^  are  dearer  to  our  father  than  we,  who  are  the  greater  number : 
our  father  certainly  maketh  a  wrong  judgment.  Wherefore  slay  Joseph, 
or  drive  him  into  some  distant  or  desert  part  of  the  earth,  and  the  face 
of  your  father  shall  be  cleared  towards  you  ;*  and  ye  shall  afterwards 
be  people  of  integrity.  One  of  them""  spoke  and  said,  Slay  not  Joseph, 
but  throw  him  to  the  bottom  of  the  well ;  and  some  travellers  will  take 
him  up,  if  ye  do  this.  They  said  unto  Jacob,  O  father,  why  dost  thou 
not  entrust  Joseph  \fith  us,  since  we  are  sincere  well-wishers  unto  him? 
Send  him  with  us  to-morrow,  into  the  field,  that  he  may  divert  himself, 
and  sport/  and  we  will  be  his  guardians.  Jacob  answered.  It  gi'ieveth 
me  that  ye  take  him  away  ;  and  I  fear  lest  the  wolf  devour  him,*  while 
ye  are  negligent  of  him.  They  said.  Surely  if  the  wolf  devour  him  when 
there  are  so  many  of  us,  we  shall  be  weak  indeed.^  And  when  they 
had  carried  him  with  them,  and  agreed  to  set  him  at  the  bottom  of 
the  well,*  they  executed  their  design :  and  we  sent  a  revelation  unto 

'  Who  was  Jacob,  the  son  of  Isaac,  the  son  of  Abraham.  3 

""  The  commentators  give  us  the  names  of  these  stars  (which  I  think  it  needless  to  trouble  ths 
reader  with),  as  Mohammed  repeated  them,  at  the  request  of  a  Jew,  who  thought  to  entrap  him 
by  the  question.2 

•*  For  they  say,  Jacob,  judging  that  Joseph's  dream  portended  his  advancement  above  the 
rest  of  the  family,  justly  apprehended  his  brethren's  envy  might  tempt  them  to  do  him  some 
mischief. 

0  That  is,  of  dreams  ;  or,  as  others  suppose,  of  the  profound  passages  of  scripture,  and  all 
difficulties  respecting  either  religion  or  justice. 

P  viz.,  Benjamin,  his  brother  by  the  same  mother. 

1  Or,  he  will  settle  his  love  wholly  upon  you,  and  ye  will  have  no  rival  in  his  favour. 

*"  This  person,  as  some  say,  was  Judah,  the  most  prudent  and  noble-minded  of  them  all  ;  or, 
according  to  others,  Reuben,  whom  the  Mohammedan  writers  call  Rubil.3  And  both  these 
opinions  are  supported  by  the  account  oi  Moses,  who  tells  us  that  Reuben  advised  them  not  to 
kill  Joseph,  but  to  throw  him  into  a  pit  privately,  intending  to  release  him  ;*  and  that  after- 
wards Judah,  in  Reuben's  absence,  persuaded  them  not  to  let  him  die  in  the  pit,  but  to  scU 
him  to  the  Ishmaelites.^ 

'  Some  copies  read,  in  the  first  person  plural,  i/iai  we  viay  divert  ourselves,  &c. 

*  The  reason  why  Jacob  feared  this  beast  in  particular,  as  the  commentators  say,  was,  either 
because  the  land  was  full  ot  wolves,  or  else  because  Jacob  had  dreamed  he  saw  Joseph  devoured 
by  one  oi  those  creatures.** 

"  /  e..  It  will  be  an  instance  of  extreme  weakness  and  folly  in  us,  and  we  shall  be  justly 
blamed  lor  his  loss. 

*  This  well,  say  some,  was  a  certain  well  near  Jerusalem,  or  not  far  from  the  river  Jordan  ; 
but  others  call  it  the  well  of  Egypt  or  Midian.  The  commentators  tell  us  that,  when  the  sons 
of  Jacob  had  gotten  Joseph  with  them  in  the  field,  they  began  to  abuse  and  to  beat  him  so  un- 
mercifully, that  they  had  killed  him,  had  not  Judah,  on  his  crying  out  for  help,  insisted  on  the 
promise  they  had  made  not  to  kill  him,  but  to  cast  him  into  the  well.  Whereupon  they  let 
him  down  a  little  way ;  but,  as  he  held  by  the  sides  of  the  well,  they  bound  him,  ane'  took  ufl 
his  inner  garment,  designing  to  stain  it  with  blood,  to  deceive  their  father.  Joseph  begged 
hard  to  have  his  garment  returned  him,  but  to  no  purpose,  his  brothers  telling  him,  with  a 

'  Al  Beidawi,  &c.  2  IJcni,  al  Zamakhihari.  3  Idem.  *  Gen.   xxxvii.  :j,  aa 

•  Ibid.  V.  36,  27.        6  ^y  Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddin,  al  Zamakhshari 
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him,y  sayings  Thou  shalt  hereafter  declare  this  their  action  unto  them  ; 
and  they  shall  not  perceive  thee  to  be  Joseph.  And  they  came  to  their 
father  at  even,  weeping,  afid  said,  Father,  we  went  and  ran  races  with 
one  another,^  and  we  left  Joseph  with  our  baggage,  and  the  wolf  hath 
devoured  him  ;  but  thou  wilt  not  believe  us,  although  we  speak  the 
truth.  And  they  produced  his  inner  garment  stained  with  false  blood. 
Jacob  answered,  Nay,  but  ye  yourselves  have  contrived  the  thing 
for  your  own  sakes  •?•  however,  patience  is  most  becoming,  and  GOD's 
assistance  is  to  be  implored  to  enable  me  to  S2ipp07't  the  inisfortu7ie 
which  ye  relate.  And  certain  travellers^  came,  and  sent  one°  to 
draw  water  for  them  :  and  he  let  down  his  bucket,^^  and  said,  Good 
news  !®  this  is  a  youth.  And  they  concealed  him,^  that  they  might  sell 
him  as  a  piece  of  merchandise  :  but  GOD  knew  that  which  they  did. 
And  they  sold  him  lor  a  mean  price,  for  a  few  pence,^  and  valued  him 
lightly.    And  the  Egyptian  who  bought  him^^  said  to  his  wife,*  Use  him 

sneer,  that  the  eleven  stars  and  the  sun  and  the  moon  might  clothe  him  and  keep  him  company. 
When  they  had  let  him  down  half-way,  they  let  him  tall  thence  to  the  bottom,  and,  there  being 
water  in  the  well  (though  the  scripture  says  the  contrary),  he  was  obliged  to  get  upon  a  stone, 
on  which,  as  he  stood  weeping,  the  angel  Gabriel  came  to  him  with  the  revelation  mentioned 
immediately.! 

7  Joseph  being  then  but  seventeen  j'ears  old,  al  Eeidawi  observes  that  herein  he  resembled 
John  the  Baptist  and  Jesus,  who  were  also  favoured  with  the  divine  communication  very  early. 
The  commentators  pretend  that  Gabriel  also  clothed  him  in  the  well  with  a  garment  of  silk  of 
paradise.  For  they  say  that  when  Abraham  was  thrown  into  the  fire  by  Nimrod,2  he  was 
stripped  ;  and  that  Gabriel  brought  this  garment  and  put  it  on  him  ;  and  that  from  Abraham 
it  descended  to  Jacob,  who  folded  it  up  and  put  it  into  an  amulet,  wliich  he  hung  about 
Joseph's  neck,  whence  Gabriel  drew  it  out. 3 

2  These  races  they  used  by  way  of  exercise  ;  and  the  commentators  generally  understand 
here  that  kind  of  race  wherein  they  also  showed  their  dexterity  in  throwing  darts,  which  is  still 
used  in  the  east. 

*  This  Jacob  had  reason  to  suspect,  because,  when  the  garment  was  brought  to  him,  he 
observed  ihat,  though  it  was  bloody,  jet  it  was  not  torn. 4 

''viz.,  A  caravan  or  company  tiavelling  from  Midian  to  Egypt,  who  rested  near  the  well 
three  days  after  Joseph  had  been  thrown  into  it. 

*^  The  commentators  are  so  exact  as  to  give  us  the  name  of  this  man,  who,  as  they  pretend, 
was  Malec  Ebn  Dhor,  of  the  tribe  of  Khozaah.^ 

^  And  Joseph,  making  use  of  the  opportunity,  took  hold  of  the  cord,  and  was  drawn  up  by 
the  man. 

*  The  original  words  are  Ya  hoshra :  the  latter  of  which  some  take  for  the  proper  name  of 
the  water-drawer's  companion,  whom  he  called  to  his  assistance;  and  then  they  must  be 
translated,  O  Boshra. 

f  The  expositors  are  not  agreed  whether  the  pronoun  they  relates  to  Llalec  and  his  com- 
panions or  to  Joseph's  brethren.  They  who  espouse  the  former  opinion  say  that  those  who 
came  to  draw  water  concealed  the  manner  of  their  coming  by  him  from  the  rest  of  the  caravan, 
that  they  n^ight  keep  him  to  themselves,  pretending  that  some  people  of  the  place  had  given 
iiim  to  them  to  sell  for  them  in  Egypt.  And  they  who  prefer  the  latter  opinion  tell  us  that 
Judali  carried  victuals  to  Joseph  every  day  while  he  was  in  the  well,  but  not  finding  him  there 
on  the  fourth  day,  he  acquainted  his  brothers  with  it ;  whereupon  they  all  went  to  the  caravan 
and  claimed  Joseph  as  their  slave,  he  not  daring  to  discover  that  he  was  their  brother,  lest 
something  worse  should  befall  him  ;  and  at  length  they  agreed  to  sell  him  to  them. 6 

E  Namely,  twenty  or  twenty-two  dirheins,  and  those  not  of  full  weight  neither;  for  having 
weighed  one  ounce  cf  silver  only,  the  remainder  was  paid  by  tale,  which  is  the  most  unfair  way 
ot  payment. 1 

_  l>  His  name  was  Kitfir,  or  Itfir  (a  corruption  of  Potiphar)  ;  and  he  was  a  man  of  great  con 
sideration,  being  superintendent  of  the  royal  treasury.  2 

The  commentators  say  that  Joseph  came  into  his  service  at  seventeen,  and  lived  with  him 
thirteen  years  ;  and  that  he  was  made  prime  minister  in  the  thirty-third  year  of  his  age,  and 
died  at  a  hundred  and  twenty. 

They  who  suppose  Joseph  was  twice  sold  differ  as  to  the  price  the  Egyptian  paid  for  him  ; 
some  saying  it  was  twenty  di7idrs  of  gold,  a  pair  of  shoes,  and  two  white  garments  ;  and 
Others,  that  it  v/as  a  large  quantity  of  silver  or  of  gold. 

>  Some  call  her  Rail ;  but  the  name  she  is  best  known  by  is  that  of  Zoleikha. 

1  Idem.  2  See  cap.  21.  3  Al  Beidawi,  al  Zamakhshari.  4  Al  Beidawi.  «  Idem 
»  Idem.        1  Al  Beidawi        9  Idem. 
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honourably ;  peradventure  he  may  be  serviceable  to  us,  or  we  may 
adopt  liim  for  our  son.*'  Thus  did  we  prepare  an  establishment  for 
Joseph  in  the  earth,  and  we  tauglit  him  the  interpretation  of  dark 
sayings  :  for  GoD  is  well  able  to  effect  his  purpose  ;  but  the  greater 
part  of  men  do  not  understand.  And  when  he  had  attained  his  age 
of  strength,  we  bestowed  on  him  wisdom  and  knowledge  ;  for  thus 
do  we  recompense  the  righteous.  And  she,  in  whose  house  he  was, 
desired  him  to  lie  with  her ;  and  she  shut  the  doors  and  said.  Come 
hither.  He  answered,  GOD  forbid !  verily  my  lord^  hath  made 
my  dwelling  with  him  easy ;  and  the  ungrateful  shall  not  prosper. 
But  she  resolved  within  herself  to  enjoy  him,  and  he  would  have 
resolved  to  enjoy  her,  had  he  not  seen  the  evident  demonstration 
of  his  LORD."^  So  we  turned  away  evil  and  filthiness  from  him,  be- 
cause he  was  one  of  our  sincere  servants.  And  they  ran  to  get  one 
before  the  other  to  the  door  '^  and  she  rent  his  inner  garment  be- 
hind. And  they  met  her  lord  at  the  door.  She  said.  What  shall 
be  the  reward  of  him  who  seeketh  to  commit  evil  in  thy  family,  but 
imprisonment,  and  a  painful  punishment?  And  Joseph  said.  She 
asked  me  to  lie  with  her.  And  a  witness  of  her  family®  bore  witness, 
saying,  If  his  garment  be  rent  before,  she  speaketh  truth,  and  he  is  a 
liar ;  but  if  his  garment  be  rent  behind,  she  lieth,  and  he  is  a  speaker 
of  truth.  And  when  her  husband  saw  that  his  garment  was  torn 
behind,  he  said.  This  is  a  cunning  contrivance  of  your  sex;  for  surely 
your  cunning  is  great.  O  Joseph,  take  no  farther  notice  of  this  affair: 
and  thou,  O  zuomajt,  ask  pardon  for  thy  crime,  for  thou  art  a  guilty 
person.  And  certain  women  said  publicly^  in  the  city.  The  noble- 
man's wife  asked  her  servant  to  lie  with  her  :  he  hath  inflamed  her 
breast  with  his  love;  and  we  perceive  her  to  be  in  a  manifest  error. 
And  when  she  heard  of  their  subtle  behaviour,  she  sent  unto  them,** 
and  prepared  a  banquet  for  them,  and  she  gave  to  each  of  them  a 

''  Kitfir  having  no  children.  It  is  said  that  Joseph  gained  his  master's  good  opinion  so 
suddenly  by  his  countenance,  which  Kitfir,  who,  they  pretend,  had  great  skill  in  physiognomy, 
judged  to  indicate  his  prudence  and  other  good  qualities. 

•  viz.,  Kitfir.     But  others  understand  it  to  be  spoken  of  God. 

™  That  is,  had  he  not  seriously  considered  the  filthiness  of  whoredom,  and  the  great  guilt 
thereof.  Some,  however,  suppose  that  the  words  mean  some  miraculous  voice  or  apparition, 
sent  by  God  to  divert  Joseph  from  executing  the  criminal  thoughts  which  began  to  possess 
him.  For  they  say  that  he  was  so  far  tempted  with  his  mistress's  beauty  and  enticmg  be- 
haviour that  he  sat  in  her  lap,  and  even  began  to  undress  himself,  when  a  voice  called  to  him, 
and  bade  him  beware  of  her  ;  but  he  taking  no  notice  of  this  admonition,  though  it  was  repeated 
three  times,  at  length  the  angel  Gabriel,  or,  as  others  will  have  it,  the  figure  of  his  master, 
appeared  to  him  :  but  the  more  general  opinion  is  that  it  was  the  apparition  of  his  father 
Jacob,  who  bit  his  fingers' ends,  or,  as  some  write,  struck  him  on  the  breast,  whereupon  his 
lubricity  passed  out  at  the  ends  of  his  fingers. 3 

For  this  fable,  so  injurious  to  the  character  of  Joseph,  the  Mohammedans  are  obliged  to  their 
old  friends  the  Jews,**  who  imagine  that  he  had  a  design  to  lie  with  his  mistress,  from  thest 
words  of  Moses,5  A  nd  it  came  to  pass — that  Joseph  went  into  the  house  to  do  his  business,  &c 

"  He  flying  from  her,  and  she  running  after  to  detain  him. 

o  viz.,  A  cousin  of  hers,  who  was  then  a  child  in  the  cradle. 6 

P  These  women,  whose  tongues  were  so  free  with  Zoleikha's  character  on  this  occasion,  were 
five  in  number,  and  the  wives  of  so  many  of  the  king's  chief  officers — viz.,  his  chamberlain,  his 
butler,  his  baker,  his  jailer,  and  his  herdsman.  ^ 

<l  The  number  of  all  the  women  invited  was  forty,  and  among  them  were  the  five  ladies 
above  mentioned.2 

3  Idem,  al  Zamakshshari,  Jallalo'ddin,  Vahya.  *  Talm.    Babyl.  Sed.  Nashim,  p.  36 

Vide  Bartolocc.  Bibl.  Rabb.  part  iii.  p.  509.  *  Gen,  xxxix.  11.  6  Supra  cit.ati  interpreter 
I  Al  Beidawi.         •■'  IdeTi. 
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knife ;  and  she  said  unto  Joseph,  Come  forth  unto  them.  And  when 
they  saw  him  they  praised  him  greatly  ;"■  and  they  cut  their  own 
hands,'  and  said,  O  God  !  this  is  not  a  mortal;  he  is  no  other  than  an 
angel,  deserving  the  highest  respect.  And  his  mistress  said,  This  is  he 
for  whose  sake  ye  blamed  me  :  I  asked  him  to  lie  with  me,  but  he  hath 
constantly  refused.  But  if  he  do  not  perform  that  which  I  command 
him,  he  shall  surely  be  cast  into  prison,  and  he  shall  be  made  one  of 
the  contemptible.  Joseph  said,  O  Lord,  a  prison  is  more  eligible 
unto  me  than  the  crime  to  which  they  invite  me ;  but  unless  thou  turn 
aside  their  snares  from  me,  I  shall  youthfully  incline  unto  them,  and  I 
shall  become  ojie  of  the  foolish.  Wherefore  his  Lord  heard  him,  and 
turned  aside  their  snare  from  him ;  for  he  both  heareth  and  knoweth. 
And  it  seemed  good  unto  them,*  even  after  they  had  seen  the  signs 
of  his  infiocency,  to  imprison  him  for  a  time.  And  there  entered  into 
the  prison  with  him  two  of  the  king^s  servants."  One  of  them*  said,  It 
seemed  to  me  in  my  dream  that  I  pressed  wine  out  of  grapes.  And 
the  other  said,  It  seemed  unto  me  in  my  dream  that  I  carried  bread  on 
my  head,  whereof  the  birds  did  eat.  Declare  unto  us  the  interpretation 
of  our  dreams^  for  we  perceive  that  thou  art  a  beneficent  person. 
Joseph  answered,  No  food,  wherewith  ye  may  be  nourished,  shall 
come  unto  you,  but  I  will  declare  unto  you  the  interpretation  thereof 
before  it  come  unto  you.y  This  knowledge  is  a  part  of  that  which  my 
Lord  hath  taught  me :  for  I  have  left  the  religion  of  people  who 
believe  not  in  GoD,  and  who  deny  the  life  to  come  ;  and  I  follow  the 
religion  of  my  fathers,  Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and  Jacob.  It  is  not 
laiuful  for  us  to  associate  anything  with  GOD.  This  knowledge  of 
the  divine  unity  hath  been  given  us  of  the  bounty  of  GOD  towards  us, 
and  towards  mankind ;  but  the  greater  part  of  men  are  not  thankful. 
O  my  fellow-prisoners,  are  sundry  lords  better,  or  the  only  true  and 
mighty  GOD?  Ye  worship  not,  besides  him,  other  than  the  names 
which  ye  have  named,'  ye  and  your  fathers,  concerning  which  GOD 

'  The  old  Latin  translators  have  strangely  mistaken  the  sense  of  the  original  word  acharnaho, 
which  they  render  tnenstrtintte  sunt ;  and  then  rebuke  Mohammed  for  the  indecency,  crying 
out  demurely  in  the  margin,  O  facdum  et  obsccentiin  prophetant  I  Erpenius^  thinks  that  there 
is  not  the  least  trace  of  such  a  meaning  in  the  word  ;  but  he  is  mistaken  :  for  the  verb  cabara 
in  the  fourth  conjugation,  which  is  here  used,  has  that  import,  though  the  subjoining  of  the 
pronoun  to  it  here  (which  possibly  the  Latin  translators  did  not  observe)  absolutely  overthrows 
that  interpretation. 

'  Through  extreme  surprise  at  the  wonderful  beauty  of  Joseph ;  which  surprise  Zoleikha 
foreseeing,  put  knives  into  their  hands,  on  purpose  that  this  accident  might  happen.  Some 
writers  have_  observed,  on  occasion  of  this  passage,  that  it  is  customary  in  the  east  for  lovers  to 
testify  the  violence  of  their  passion  by  cutting  themselves,  as  a  sign  that  they  would  spend 
their  blood  in  the  service  of  the  person  beloved  ;  which  is  true  enough,  but  I  do  not  find  that 
any  of  the  commentators  suppose  these  Egyptian  ladies  had  any  such  design. 

*  That  is,  to  Kitfir  and  his  friends.  The  occasion  of  Joseph's  imprisonment  is  said  to  be, 
either  that  they  suspected  him  to  be  guilty,  notwithstanding  the  proofs  which  had  been  given 
of  his  innocence,  or  else  that  Zoleikha  desired  it,  feigning,  to  deceive  her  husband,  that  she 
wanted  to  have  Joseph  removed  from  her  sight,  till  she  could  conquer  her  passion  by  time  ; 
though  her  real  design  was  to  force  him  to  compliance. 

"  viz.,  His  chief  butler  and  baker,  who  were  accused  of  a  design  to  poison  him. 

"  Namely,  the  butler. 

y.The  meaning  of  this  passage  seems  to  be,  either  that  Joseph,  to  show  he  used  no  arts  of 
divination  or  astrology,  promises  to  interpret  their  dreams  to  them  immediately,  even  before 
they  should  eat  a  single  meal;  or  else,  he  here  offers  to  prophesy  to  them  beforehand,  th« 
quantity  and  quality  of  the  victuals  which  should  be  brought  them,  as  a  taste  of  his  skill. 

'  See  c.  7,  p.  Ill,  note  <l. 

3  In  not.  ad  Hist  Josephi 
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hath  sent  down  no  authoritative  proof :  yet  judgment  belo7igeth  unto 
God  alone  ;  who  hath  commanded  that  ye  worship  none  besides  him. 
This  is  the  right  religion ;  but  the  greater  part  of  men  know  it  not 
0  my  fellow-prisoners,  verily  the  one  of  you  shall  serve  wine  unto  his 
lord,  as  formerly ;  but  the  other  shall  be  crucified,  and  the  birds 
shall  eat  from  off  his  head.  The  matter  is  decreed  concerning  which 
/e  seek  to  be  informed.  And  Joseph  said  unto  him  whom  he  judged 
to  be  the  person  who  should  escape  of  the  two.  Remember  me  in 
the  presence  of  thy  lord.  But  the  devil  caused  him  to  forget  to  make 
mention  of  Joseph  unto  his  lord  ;*  wherefore  he  remained  in  the  prison 
some  years."^  And  the  king  of  Egypt^  said,  Verily  I  saw  in  7ny  dream 
seven  fat  kine,  which  seven  lean  kine  devoured,  and  aeven  green  ears 
of  corn,  and  other  seven  withered  ears.  O  nobles,  expound  my  vision 
unto  me,  if  ye  be  able  to  interpret  a  vision.  They  answered.  They  are 
confused  dreams;  neither  are  we  skilled  in  the  interpretation  of 
such  kind  of  dreams.  And  JosepHs  fellow-prisoner,  who  had  been 
delivered,  said  (for  he  remembered  Joseph  after  a  certain  space  of 
time),  I  will  declare  unto  you  the  interpretation  thereof ;  wherefore  let 
me  go  u7ito  the  person  who  will  uiterpret  it  nnio  me.  And  he  went 
to  the  prison,  and  said,  O  Joseph,  thou  man  of  veracity,  teach  us 
tJie  interpretation  of  seven  fat  kine,  which  seven  lean  kine  devoured, 
and  of  seven  green  ears  of  co7'n;  and  other  seve7i  withered  eat's,  which 
the  king  sa7v  i7i  his  dream  j  that  I  may  return  unto  the  men  who 
have  se?it  77ie,  that  peradventure  they  may  understand  the  sa7ne. 
Joseph  answered.  Ye  shall  sow  seven  years  as  usual :  and  the  corti 
which  ye  shall  reap,  do  ye  leave  in  its  ear,*^  except  a  little  whereof  ye 
may  eat.  Then  shall  there  come,  after  this,  seven  grievous  yea7's  of 
famine,  which  shall  consume  what  ye  shall  have  laid  up  as  a  provision 
for  the  same,  except  a  little  which  ye  shall  have  kept.  Then  shall 
there  come^  after  this,  a  year  wherein  men  shall  have  plenty  of  rain,^ 
and  wherein  they  shall  press  wi7ie  and  oil.  And  when  the  chief  butler 
had  tcpctiti  this,  the  king  said.  Bring  him  unto  me.  And  when  the 
messenger  came  unto  Joseph,  he  said,  Return  unto  thy  lord,  and  ask 

»  According  to  the  explication  of  some,  who  take  the  pronoun  him  to  relate  to  Joseph,  this 
passage  may  be  rendered.  But  the  devil  caused  him  (i.e.,  Joseph)  to  forget  to  make  his  appli- 
catioTi  unto  his  Lord ;  and  to  beg  the  good  offices  of  his  fellow-prisoner  for  his  deliverance, 
instead  of  relying  on  God  alone,  as  it  became  a  prophet,  especially,  to  have  done.l 

^  The  original  word  signifying  any  number  from  three  to  nine  or  ten,  the  common  opinion  is 
that  Joseph  remained  in  prison  seven  years,  though  some  say  he  was  confined  no  less  than 
twelve  years.2 

*  This  prince,  as  the  oriental  writers  generally  agree,  was  Riyan,  the  son  of  al  WaKd,  the 
Amalekite,3  who  was  converted  by  Joseph  to  the  worship  of  the  true  Gou,  and  died  in  the 
lifetime  of  that  prophet.  But  some  pretend  that  the  Pharaoh  of  Joseph  and  of  Moses  were  one 
and  the  same  person,  and  that  he  lived  (or  rather  reigned)  four  hundred  years.4 

^  To  preserve  it  from  the  weevil. ^ 

■  Notwithstanding  what  some  ancient  authors  write  to  the  contrary,6  it  often  rains  in  winter 
in  the  lower  Egypt,  and  even  snow  has  been  observed  to  fall  at  Alexandria,  contrarj'  to  the  ex- 
press assertion  of  Seneca.7  In  the  upper  Egypt  indeed,  towards  the  cataracts  of  Nile,  it  rains 
very  seldom. 8  Some,  however,  suppose  that  the  rains  here  mentioned  are  intended  of  those 
which  should  fall  in  Ethiopia,  and  occasion  the  swelling  of  the  Nile,  the  great  cause  of  the 
fertility  of  Egypt ;  or  else  of  those  which  should  fall  in  the  neighbouring  countries,  which  were 
also  afflicted  with  famine  during  the  same  time. 

i  Al  Beidawi.  2  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin.  >  Se«  the  Prelim.  Disc.  p.  7.  *  Al  Beidawi. 

See  c.  7,  p.  115,  note  ^.        ^  Idem.       6  Plato,  in  Timaeo.  Pomp.  Mela.        7  Nat.  Qusest.  1.  4 
8  See  Greaves'»  Descr.  of  the  Pyramids,  p.  74,  &c.     Ray's  Collection  of  Travels,  torn.  ii.  p.  gi 
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of  him,  what  was  the  intent  of  the  women  who  cut  their  hands ;'  for 
my  Lord  well  knoweth  the  snare  which  they  laid  for  iiie.^  Atid  when 
the  'Women  were  assembled  before  the  kiiig^  he  said  tinto  them^  What 
was  your  design  when  ye  solicited  Joseph  to  unlawful  love  ?  They 
answered,  God  be  praised  !  we  know  not  any  ill  of  him.  The  noble- 
Hian's  wife  said,  Now  is  the  truth  become  manifest :  I  solicited  him  to 
lie  with  me;  and  he  is  one  of  those  who  speak  truth.  And  when 
Joseph  was  acquainted  therewith,  he  said,  This  discovery  hath  been 
made,  that  my  lord  might  know  that  I  was  not  unfaithful  unto  him  in 
his  absence,  and  that  God  directeth  not  the  plot  of  the  deceivers. 
(XIII.)  Neither  do  I  absolutely  justify  myself:^  since  every  soul  is 
prone  unto  evil,  except  those  on  whom  my  Lord  shall  show 
mercy;  for  my  Lord  is  gracious  and  merciful.  And  the  king 
said,  Bring  him  unto  me :  I  will  take  him  into  my  own  peculiar 
service.  And  when  Joseph  was  brought  tutto  the  king,  and  he  had 
discoursed  with  him,  he  said.  Thou  art  this  day  firmly  established 
with  us,  and  shalt  be  entrusted  luith  our  ajffairs}  Joseph  answered, 
Set  me  over  the  store-houses  of  the  land ;  for  I  will  be  a  skilful  keeper 
thereof.  Thus  did  we  establish  Joseph  in  the  land,  that  he  might  pro- 
vide himself  a  dwelling  therein,  where  he  pleased.  We  bestow  our  mercy 
on  whom  we  please,  and  we  suffer  not  the  reward  of  the  righteous  to 
perish  :  and  certainly  the  reward  of  the  next  life  is  better,  for  those 
who  believe  and  fear  God.      Moreover  Joseph's  brethren  came,^  and 

f  Joseph,  it  seems,  cared  not  to  get  out  of  prison  till  his  innocence  was  publicly  known  and 
declared.  It  is  observed  by  the  commentators  that  Joseph  does  not  bid  the  messenger  move 
the  king  to  inform  himself  of  the  truth  of  the  affair,  but  bids  him  directly  to  ask  the  king,  to 
incite  him  to  make  the  proper  inquiry  with  the  greater  earnestness.  They  also  observe  that 
Joseph  takes  care  not  to  mention  his  mistress,  out  of  respect  and  ^r^ititude  for  the  favours  he 
had  received  while  in  her  house. 1 

g  Endeavouring  both  by  threats  and  persuasions  to  entice  me  to  co.mmit  folly  with  my 
mistress. 

1»  According  to  a  tradition  of  Ebn  Abbas,  Joseph  had  no  sooner  spoken  the  foregoing  words, 
asserting  his  innocency,  than  Gabriel  said  to  him,  What,  not  when  thou  luast  deliberating  to 
lie  with  her  1    Upon  which  Joseph  confessed  his  frailty.''^ 

i  The  commentators  say  that  Joseph  being  taken  out  of  prison,  after  he  had  washed  and 
changed  his  clothes,  was  introduced  to  the  king,  v/hom  he  saluted  in  the  Hebrew  tongue,  and 
on  the  king's  asking  what  language  that  was,  he  answered  that  it  was  the  language  of  his 
fathers.  This  prince,  they  say,  understood  no  less  than  seventy  languages,  in  every  one  of 
which  he  discoursed  with  Joseph,  who  answered  him  in  the  same  ;  at  which  the  king  greatly 
marvelling,  desired  him  to  relate  his  dream,  which  he  did,  describing  the  most  minute  circum- 
stances :  whereupon  the  king  placed  Joseph  by  him  on  his  throne,  and  made  him  his  Wazir,  or 
chief  minister.  Some  say  that  his  master  Kitfir  dying  about  this  time,  he  not  only  succeeded 
him  in  his  place,  but,  by  the  king's  command,  married  the  widow,  his  late  mistress,  whom  he 
found  to  be  a  virgin,  and  who  bare  him  Ephraim  and  Manasses.^  So  that  according  to  this 
tradition,  she  was  the  same  woman  who  is  called  Asenath  by  Moses.  This  supposed  marriage, 
which  authorized  their  amours,  probably  encouraged  the  Mohammedan  divines  to  make  use  of 
the  loves  of  Joseph  and  Zoleikha,  as  an  allegorical  emblem  of  the  spiritual  love  between  the 
Creator  and  the  creature,  God  and  the  soul;  just  as  the  Christians  apply  the  Song  of  Solomon 
to  the  same  mystical  purpose.  •* 

^Joseph,  being  made  Wazir,  governed  with  great  wisdom  ;  for  he  not  only  caused  justice  to 
be  impartially  administered,  and  encouraged  the  people  to  industry  and  the  improvement  of 
agriculture  during  the  seven  years  of  plenty,  but  began  and  perfected  several  works  of  great 
benefit  _;  the  natives  at  this  day  ascribing  to  the  patriarch  Joseph  almost  all  the  ancient  works 
of  public  utility  throughout  the  kingdom  ;  as  particularly  the  rendering  the  province  of  al  Fey- 
yflm,  from  a  standing  pool  or  marsh,  the  most  fertile  and  best  cultivated  land  in  all  Egypt.5 
When  the  years  of  fjonine  came,  the  efifects  of  which  were  felt  not  only  in  Egypt,  but  in  SjTia 

1  Al  Beidawi,  &c.  2  Idem,  &c.  3  Idem,  Kitab  Tafasir,  &c.  4  Vide  D  Herbelot.  Bibi 
Orient.  Art.  Jousouf.  ^  vide  Golii  not.  in  Alfragan.  p.  175,  &c.     Kircher.  Oedip.  iEgypt 

vol.  i.  n   8.     Lucas,  Voy.  torn.  ii.  p.  205,  and  torn.  iii.  p.  53. 
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went  in  unto  him ;  and  he  knew  them,  but  they  knew  not  him.     And 

when  he  had  furnished  them  with  their  provisions,  he  said,  Bring  unto 

me  your  brother,  the  soil  of  your  father  :  do  ye  not  see  that  I  give  full 

measure,  and  that  I  am  the  most  hospitable  receiver  of  guests  ?     But 

if  ye  bring  him  not  unto  me,  there  shall  be  no  corn  measured  unto  you 

from  me,  neither  shall  ye  approach  my  presence.     They  answered.  We 

will  endeavour  to  obtain  him  of  his  father,  and  we  will  certainly  perform 

what  thou  requirest.    And  Joseph  said  to  his  servants,  Put  their  money' 

which  they  have  paid  for  their  corn^  into  their  sacks,  that  they  may 

perceive  it,  when  they  shall  be  returned  to  their  family  :  peradventure 

they  will  come  back  unto  us.     And  when  they  were  returned  unto  their 

father,  they  said,  O  father,  it  is  forbidden  to  measure  out  corn  unto  us 

any  more,  tinless  we  carry  our  brother  Benjamin  with  us  :  wherefore 

send  our  brother  with  us,  and  we  shall  have  corn  measured  unto  us  ; 

and  we  will  certainly  guard  \\\m.from  any  mischance.     Jacob  answered. 

Shall  I  trust  him  with  you  with  any  better  success  than  1  trusted  your 

brother  Joseph  with  you  heretofore  .>*     But  GOD  is  the  best  guardian  ; 

and  he  is  the  most  merciful  of  those  who  show  mercy.     And  when  they 

opened  their  provisions,  they  found  their  money  had  been  returned 

unto  them;  and  they  said,  O  father,  what  do  we  desire  farther?  this 

our  money  hath  been  returned  unto  us  :  we  will  therefore  return,  and 

provide  corn  for  our  family  :  we  will  take  care  of  our  brother ;  and  we 

shall  receive  a  camel's  burden  more  than  we  did  the  last  time.     This 

is  a  small  quantity.™     Jacob  said,  I  will  by  no  means  send  him  with 

you,  until  ye  give  me  a  solemn  promise,  and  swear  by  GOD  that  ye 

will  certainly  bring  him  back  unto  me,  unless  ye  be  encompassed  by 

some  inevitabte  impediinent.     And  when   they  had  given  him  their 

solemn  promise,  he  said,  God  is  witness  of  what  we  say.     And  he 

said,  My  sons,  enter  not  into  the  city  by  one  and  the  same  gate  ;  but 

enter  by  different  gates.     But  this  precaution  will  be  of  no  advantage 

and  the  neighbouring  countries,  the  inhabitants  were  obliged  to  apply  to  Joseph  for  corn,  which 
he  sold  to  them,  first  for  their  money,  jewels,  and  ornaments,  then  for  their  cattle  and  lands, 
and  at  length  for  their  persons  ;  so  that  all  the  Egyptians  in  general  became  slaves  to  the  king, 
though  Joseph,  by  his  consent,  soon  released  them,  and  returned  them  their  substance.  The 
dearth  being  felt  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  Jacob  sent  all  his  sons,  except  only  Benjamin,  into 
Egypt  for  corn.  On  their  arrival,  Joseph  (who  well  knew  them)  asked  them  who  they  were, 
saying  he  suspected  them  to  be  spies  ;  but  they  told  him  they  came  only  to  buy  provisions,  and 
that  they  were  all  the  sons  of  an  ancient  man,  named  Jacob,  who  was  also  a  prophet.  Joseph 
then  asked  how  many  brothers  there  were  of  them ;  they  answered,  Twelve  ;  but  that  one  of 
them  had  been  lost  in  a  desert.  Upon  which  he  inquired  for  the  eleventh  brother,  there  being 
no  more  than  ten  of  them  present.  I'hey  said  he  was  a  lad,  and  with  their  father,  whose  fond- 
ness for  him  would  not  suffer  him  to  accompany  them  in  their  journey.  At  length  Joseph  asked 
them  who  they  had  to  vouch  for  their  veracity;  but  they  told  him  they  knew  no  man  who  could 
vouch  for  them  in  Egypt.  Then,  replied  he,  one  of  you  shall  stay  behind  with  me  as  a  pledge, 
and  the  others  may  return  home  with  their  provisions ;  and  when  ye  come  again,  ye  shall  bring 
your  younger  brother  with  you,  that  I  may  know  ye  have  told  me  the  truth.  Whereupon,  it 
being  in  vain  to  dispute  the  matter,  they  cast  lots  who  should  stay  behind,  and  the  lot  fell  upon 
Simeon.  When  they  departed,  Joseph  gave  each  of  them  a  camel,  and  another  for  their 
broth<.:r.l 

'  'i'he  original  word  signifying  not  only  monej-,  but  also  goods  bartered  or  given  in  exchange 
for  other  merchandise,  some  commentators  tell  us,  that  they  paid  for  their  corn,  not  in  money, 
but  in  shoes  and  dressed  skins.s 

'"  The  meaning  may  be,  either  that  the  corn  they  now  brought  was  not  sufHcient  for  the  sup- 
port of  their  families,  so  that  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  take  another  journey,  or  else,  that  a 
camel's  load,  more  or  less,  was  but  a  trille  to  the  king  of  Egypt.  Some  suppose  these  to  be  ths 
wjrdi  of  Jacob,  declaring  it  was  too  mean  a  consideration  to  induce  hiir.  to  part  with  his  soa 

1  til  Beida\^i.         3  IJem. 


CHAP.  Xll.  AL  /COR AN.  177 

unto  you  against  the  decree  of  GOD  ;  for  judgment  belongeth  unto 
God  alone  :  in  him  do  I  put  my  trust,  and  in  him  let  those  confide 
who  seek  in  whom  to  put  their  trust.  And  when  they  entered  the  city^ 
as  their  father  had  commanded  them,  it  was  of  no  advantage  unto 
them  against  the  decree  ofQoVi ;  and  the  same  served  only  to  satisfy 
the  desire  of  Jacob's  soul,  which  he  had  charged  them  to  perform  :  for 
he  was  endued  with  knowledge  of  that  which  we  had  taught  him  ;  bui 
the  greater  part  of  men  do  not  understand.  And  when  they  entered 
into  the  presence  of  Joseph,  he  received  his  brother  Benjamin  as  his 
guest,  a7id  said,  Verily  I  am  thy  brother  -^  be  not  therefore  afflicted 
for  that  which  they  have  committed  against  us.  And  when  he  had 
furnished  them  with  their  provisions,  he  put  his  cup°  in  his  brother 
Benjamin's  sack.  Then  a  crier  cried  after  them,  saying,  O  company  of 
travellers,  ye  are  surely  thieves.  They  said  (and  turned  back  unto 
them),  What  is  it  that  ye  miss?  They  answered.  We  miss  the 
prince's  cup  :  and  unto  him  who  shall  produce  it,  shalt  be  given  a 
camel's  load  of  corn;  and  I  wilt  be  surety  for  the  same.  Josephs 
brethren  replied,  By  GOD,  ye  do  well  know  that  we  come  not  to  act 
corruptly  in  the  land,^  neither  are  we  thieves.  The  Egyptians  said, 
What  shall  be  the  reward  of  him  who  shall  appear  to  have  stolen  the 
cup,  if  ye  be  found  liars  ?  Joseph's  brethren  answered,  As  to  the 
reward  of  him  in  whose  sack  it  shall  be  found,  let  him  become 
a  bondman  in  satisfaction  for  the  same  :  thus  do  we  reward  the  unjust, 
who  are  guiltv  of  theft.'^  Then  he  began  by  their  sacks,  before  he 
searched  the  sack  of  his  brother  ;^  and  he  drew  out  the  cup  from 
his  brother's  sack.  Thus  did  we  furnish  Joseph  with  a  stratagem. 
U  was  not  lawful  for  him  to  take  his  brother  for  a  bondman,  by  the 
law  of  the  king  of  Egypt^  had  not  GOD  pleased  to  allow  it,  according 
to  the  offer  of  his  brethren.  We  exalt  to  degrees  of  knowledge  and 
honour  whom  we  please  :  and  there  is  one  who  is  knowing  above 
all  those  who  are  endued  with  knowledge.  His  brethren  said,  If 
Benjamin  be  guilty  of  theft,  his  brother  Joseph  hath  been  also  guilty 
of  theft  heretofore.'    But  Joseph  concealed  these  things  in  his  mind, 

°  It  is  related  that  Joseph,  having  invited  his  brethren  to  an  entertainment,  ordered  them  to 
be  placed  two  and  two  together,  by  which  means  Benjamin,  the  elevenili,  was  obliged  to  sit 
alone,  and  bursting  into  tears,  said,  If  my  brother  Joseph  were  alive,  he  would  have  sat  with 
me.  Whereupon  Joseph  ordered  him  to  be  seated  at  the  same  table  with  himself,  and  when 
the  entertainment  was  over,  dismissed  the  rest,  ordering  that  they  should  be  lodged  two  and 
two  in  a  house,  but  kept  Benjamin  in  his  own  apartment,  where  he  passed  the  night.  The  next 
day  Joseph  asked  him  whether  he  would  accept  of  himself  for  his  brother,  in  the  room  of  him 
whom  he  had  lost,  to  which  Benjamin  replied.  Who  caii/hui  a  brother-  cornp.xrable  iinto  thee  ? 
yet  thou  a>t  not  the  son  0/  Jacob  and  Rachel.  And  upon  this  Joseph  discovered  hiinself  to 
him.l 

0  Some  imagine  this  to  be  a  measure  holding  a  saa  (01  about  a  gallon),  wherein  they  used  to 
measure  corn  or  give  water  to  the  beasts.  But  others  take  it  to  be  a  drinking-cup  of  silver  or 
gold. 

P  Both  by  our  behaviour  among  you,  and  our  bringing  again  our  money,  which  was  returned 
to  us  without  our  knowledge. 

1  This  was  the  method  of  punishing  thefi  used  by  Jacob  and  his  family ;  for  among  the 
Egyptians  it  was  punished  in  another  manner. 

Some  suppose  this  search  was  made  by  the  person  whom  Joseph  sent  after  them ;  others 
by  Joseph  himself,  when  they  were  brought  back  to  the  city. 

*  For  there  the  thief  was  not  reduced  to  servitude,  but  was  scourged,  and  obliged  to  restore 
the  double  of  what  he  had  stolen.2 

»  The  occasion  of  this  suspicion,  it  is  said,  was,  that  Joseph  having  been  brought  up  by  his 

^  Al  BeidawL         ^  Idem,  Jallalo'ddia 
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and  did  not  discover  them  unto  them  ;  and  he  said  within  himself^  Ye 
are  in  a  worse  condition  than  ns  two ;  and  GOD  best  knovveth  what 
ye  discourse  about.  They  said  tmto  Joseph^  Noble  lord,  Verily  this 
lad  hath  an  aged  father  ;  wherefore  take  one  of  us  in  his  stead ;  for  we 
perceive  that  thou  art  a  beneticent  person.  Joseph  answered,  GOD 
forbid  that  we  should  take  ajiy  other  than  him  with  whom  we  found 
onr  goods  ;  for  then  should  we  certainly  be  unjust.  And  when  they 
despaired  of  obtavimg  Benjamin,  they  retired  to  confer  privately 
together.  And  the  elder  of  them*^  said,  Do  ye  not  know  that  your 
father  hath  received  a  solemn  promise  from  you,  in  the  name  of  GOD ; 
and  how  perfidiously  ye  behaved  heretofore  towards  Joseph  ?  Where- 
fore I  will  by  no  means  depart  the  land  of  Egypt,  until  my  father  give 
me  leave  to  retzirn  unto  him,  or  GoD  maketh  known  his  will  to  me ; 
foi  he  is  the  best  judge.  Return  ye  to  your  father,  and  say,  O  father, 
verily  thy  son  hath  committed  theft ;  we  bear  witness  of  no  more  than 
what  we  know,  and  we  could  not  guard  against  what  we  did  not  fore- 
see :  and  do  thou  inquire  in  the  city  where  we  have  been,  and  of  the 
company  of  merchants  with  whom  we  are  arrived,  and  thon  wilt  find 
that  we  speak  the  truth.  And  when  they  were  returned,  and  had 
spoken  thus  to  their  father,  he  said.  Nay,  but  rather  ye  yourselves  have 
contrived  the  thing  for  your  own  sakes  :  but  patience  is  most  proper 
for  me  J  peradventure  GOD  will  restore  them  all^  unto  me ;  for  he  is 
knowing  and  wise.  And  he  turned  from  them  and  said.  Oh,  how  am  I 
grieved  for  Joseph  !  And  his  eyes  became  white  with  mourning,y  he 
being  oppressed  with  deep  sorrow.  His  sons  said.  By  GOD,  thou  wilt 
not  cease  to  remember  Joseph,  until  thou  be  brought  to  death's  door, 
or  thou  be  actually  destroyed  by  excessive  affliction.  He  answered,  I 
only  represent  my  grief,  which  I  am  not  able  to  contain,  and  my  sorrow 
unto  God  ;  but  1  know  by  revelation  from  GOD  that  which  ye  know 
not*  O  my  sons,  go  and  make  inquiry  after  Joseph  and  his  brother  ; 
and  despair  not  of  the  mercy  of  GOD  ;  for  none  despaireth  of  God's 
mercy,  except  the  unbelieving  people.  Wherefore  JosepKs  brethren 
returned  into  Egypt :  and  when  they  came  into  his  presence  they  said, 
Noble  lord,  the  famine  is  felt  by  us  and  our  family,  <ind  v/e  are  come 
with  a  small  sum  of  money  ;^  yet  give  unto  us  full  measure,  and  bestow 

father's  sister,  she  became  so  fond  of  him  that,  when  he  grew  up,  and  Jacob  designed  to  take 
him  from  her,  she  contrived  the  following  stratagem  to  keep  him  : — Having  a  girdle  which  had 
once  belonged  to  Abraham,  she  girt  it  about  the  child,  and  then,  pretending  she  had  lost  it, 
caused  strict  search  to  be  made  for  it ;  and  it  being  at  length  found  on  Joseph,  he  was  adjudged, 
according  to  the  above-mentioned  law  of  the  family,  to  be  delivered  to  her  as  her  property. 
Some,  however,  say  that  Joseph  actually  stole  an  idol  of  gold,  which  belonged  to  his  mother's 
father,  and  destroyed  it ;  a  story  probably  taken  from  Rachel's  stealing  the  images  of  Laban : 
and  others  tell  us  that  he  once  stole  a  goat,  or  a  hen,  to  give  to  a  poor  man. 3 

"  viz.,  Reuben.  But  some  think  Simeon  or  Judah  to  be  here  meant ;  and  instead  of  tJu  elder, 
interpret  it  the  most  prudent  of  them. 

*  i.e.,  Joseph,  Benjamin,  and  Simeon. 

y  That  is,  the  pupils  lost  their  deep  blackness  and  became  of  a  pearl  colour  (as  happens  in 
suffusions),  by  his  continual  weeping :  which  very  much  weakened  his  sight,  or,  as  some  pre- 
tend, made  him  quite  blind.* 

«  viz..  That  Joseph  is  yei  alive,  of  which  some  tell  us  he  was  assured  by  the  angel  of  death 
in  a  dream  ;  though  others  suppose  he  depended  on  the  completion  of  Joseph's  dream,  which 
must  have  been  frustrated  had  he  died  before  his  brethren  had  bowed  down  before  him.*^ 

»  Their  money  being  clipped  and  adulterated.  Some,  however,  imagine  they  did  not  bring 
mcu^-y,  but  goods  to  barter,  such  as  wool  and  butter,  or  other  commodities  of  small  value. • 

■  J«llalu'dUia.        ♦  M  Beidiwl        8  l Jem,        •  Idem. 
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corn  upon  us  as  alms;  for  GOD  rewardeth  ihe  alm5glrei5,  Joseph 
said  tmto  the?n^  Do  ye  know  what  ye  did  unto  Joseph  and  his  brother, 
when  ye  were  ignorant  of  the  consequences  thereof?^  They  answered, 
Art  thou  really  Joseph  ?°  He  replied,  I  am  Joseph  ;  and  this  is  my 
brother.  Now  hath  GOD  been  gracious  unto  us.  For  whoso  feareth 
God,  and  persevereth  with  patience,  shall  at  le7igth  find  relief;  since 
God  \^ill  not  suffer  the  reward  of  the  righteous  to  perish.  They  said, 
By  God,  now  hath  GOD  chosen  thee  above  us  ;  and  we  have  surely 
been  sinners.  Joseph  answered.  Let  there  be  no  reproach  cast  on  you 
this  day.  GOD  forgiveth  you  ;  for  he  is  the  most  merciful  of  those  who 
show  mercy.  Depart  ye  v/ith  this  my  inner  garment,*^  and  throw  it  on 
my  father's  face  ;  and  he  shall  recover  his  sight :  and  then  come  unto 
me  with  all  your  family.  And  when  the  company  of  travellers  was 
departed  from  Egypt  07t  their  jonr?iey  towards  Canaafi,  their  father 
said  ratto  those  ivho  were  about  him,  Verily  I  perceive  the  smell  of 
Joseph  :®  although  ye  think  that  I  dote.  They  answered,  By  God, 
thou  art  in  thy  old  mistake/  But  when  the  messenger  of  good  tidings^ 
was  come  with  Josephs  in?ur  garjjtent,  he  threw  it  over  his  face  ;  and 
he  recovered  his  eyesight.  And  Jacob  said,  Did  I  not  tell  you  that  I 
knew  from  GOD  that  which  ye  knew  not  ?  They  answered,  O  father, 
ask  pardon  of  our  sins  for  us,  for  we  have  surely  been  sinners.  He 
replied,  I  will  surely  ask  pardon  for  you  of  my  Lord  ;^  for  he  is 
gracious  and  merciful.  And  when  Jacob  and  his  family  a7'rived  in 
E^^ypt,  and  were  introduced  unto  Joseph,  he  received  his  parents  unto 
him,*  and  said,  Enter  ye  into  Egypt,  by  God's  favour,  in  full  security 
And  he  raised  his  parents  to  the  seat  of  state,  and  they,  together  with 

b  The  injury  thoy  did  tlenimin  was  the  separating  him  from  his  brother  :  aftei  which  they 
kept  him  in  so  great  subjection,  that  he  da.  st  not  speak  to  them  but  with  the  utmost  submission. 
Some  say  that  these  words  were  occasioned  by  r.  loiter  which  Joseph's  brethrtn  delivered  to 
him  from  their  father,  requesting  the  releasement  of  Benjamin,  and  by  their  representing  his 
extreme  aftliction  at  the  loss  of  him  and  his  brother.  The  commentators  observe  that  Joseph, 
to  excuse  his  brethren's  behaviour  towards  him,  attributes  it  to  their  ignorance,  and  the  heat  of 
youth.  1 

'^  They  say  this  question  was  not  the  effect  of  a  bare  suspicion  that  he  was  Joseph,  but  that 
».hey  actually  knew  him,  either  by  his  face  and  behaviour,  or  by  his  foreteeth,  which  he  showed 
in  smiling,  or  else  by  putting  off  his  tiara,  and  discovering  a  whitish  mole  on  his  forehead."^ 

<l  Which  the  commentators  generally  suppose  to  be  the  same  garment  with  which  Gabriel 
invested  him  in  the  well ;  which  having  originally  come  from  paradise,  had  preserved  the 
odour  of  that  place,  and  was  of  so  great  virtue  as  to  cure  any  distemper  in  the  person  who 
was  touched  with  it.'"^ 

®  This  was  the  odour  of  the  garment  above  mentioned,  brought  by  the  wind  to  Jacob,  who 
smelt  it,  as  is  pretended,  at  tlie  distance  of  eighty  parasangs  ;■*  or,  as  others  will  have,  three, 
or  eight  days'  journey  o(ifi 

f  Being  led  into  this  imagination  by  thy  excessive  love  of  Joseph. 

8  viz.,  Judah,  who,  as  hehad  formerly  grieved  his  father  by  bringing  him  Joseph's  coat  stained 
with  blood,  now  rejoiced  him  as  much  by  being  the  bearer  of  this  vest,  and  the  news  of  Joseph's 
prosperity.^ 

t>  Deferring  it,  as  some  fancy,  till  he  .should  see  Joseph,  and  have  his  consent. 

1  viz..  His  father,  and  Leah,  his  mother's  sister,  whom  he  looked  on  as  his  mother  after 
Rachel's  death.7 

Al  Beidawi  tells  us  that  Joseph  sent  carnages  and  provisions  for  his  father  and  his  family  ; 
and  that  he  and  the  king  of  Egypt  went  lorth  to  meet  them.  He  adds  that  the  number  of  the 
children  of  Israel  who  entered  Egypt  with  him  was  seventy-two ;  and  that  when  they  were  led 
out  thence  by  Moses,  they  were  increased  to  six  handred  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy 
men  and  upwards,  besides  the  old  people  and  children. 

1  Idem.  2  Idem.  3  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin.  <  Idem.  ^  Jallalo'ddiri.  «  Al  Bcid5w 
'  Idcic     Sec  Gen.  xxxvij.  10. 
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his  brethren,  fell  down  and  did  obeisance  unto  him.'^  And  he  said,  O 
my  father,  this  is  the  interpretation  of  my  vision,  which  I  saw  hereto- 
fore :  now  hath  my  Lord  rendered  it  true.  And  he  hath  surely  been 
gracious  unto  me,  since  he  took  me  forth  from  the  prison,  and  hath 
brought  me  hither  from  the  desert ;  after  that  the  devil  had  sown 
discord  between  me  and  my  brethren  :  for  my  Lord  is  gracious  unto 
whom  he  pleaseth  ;  and  he  is  the  knowing,  the  wise  God.  O  Lord, 
thou  hast  given  me  a  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  hast  taught  me  the 
interpretation  of  dark  sayings.  The  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth  ! 
thou  art  my  protector  in  this  world,  and  in  that  which  is  to  come  : 
make  me  to  die  a  Moslem,  and  join  me  with  the  righteous.^  This  is  a 
secret  history,  which  we  reveal  unto  thee,  O  Mohajnmed^  although  thou 
wast  not  present  with  the  brethren  of  Joseph,  when  they  concerted 
their  design,  and  contrived  a  plot  against  hint.  But  the  greater  part 
of  men,  although  thou  earnestly  desire  it,  will  not  believe.  Thou  shalt 
not  demand  of  them  any  reward  for  thy  publishing  the  Koran  j  it  is  no 
other  than  an  admonition  unto  all  creatures.  And  how  many  signs 
soever  there  be  of  the  being,  unity,  and  providence  of  God,  in  the 
heavens  and  the  earth  ;  they  will  pass  by  them,  and  will  retire  afar  off 
from  them.  And  the  greater  part  of  them  believe  not  in  GOD,  without 
being  also  guilty  of  idolatry.™  Do  they  not  believe  that  some  over- 
whelming affliction  shall  fall  on  them,  as  a  punishment  from  GOD  ;  or 
that  the  hour  of  judgment  shall  overtake  them  suddenly,  while  they 
consider  not  its  approach  ?  Say  tmto  those  of  Mecca,  This  is  my  way : 
I  invite  you  unto  GOD,  by  an  evident  demonstration  ;  both  I  and  he 
who  foUoweth  me  ;  and,  praise  be  unto  GOD  !  I  am  not  an  idolater. 
We  sent  not  any  apostles  before  thee,  except  men  unto  whom  we 
levealed  our  will,  and  whom  we  chose  out  of  those  who  dwelt  in  cities.'^ 
Will  they  not  go  through  the  earth,  and  see  what  hath  been  the  end  of 
those  who  have  preceded  them?  But  the  dwelling  of  the  next  life 
shall  surely  be  better  for  those  who  fear  God.  Will  they  not  therefore 
understand  ?  7 heir  predecessors  were  borne  with  for  a  time.,  until, 
when  07ir  apostles  despaired  of  their  co7iversio7i,  and  they  thought  that 
they  were  liars,  our  help  came  unto  them,  and  we  delivered  whom  we 
pleased  ;  but  our  vengeance  was  not  turned  away  from  the  wicked 
people.  Verily  in  the  histories  of  the  prophets  and  their  people  there 
is  an  instructive  example  unto  those  who  are  endued  with  understanding. 

•*  A  transposition  is  supposed  to  be  in  these  words,  and  that  he  seated  his  father  and  mother 
after  they  had  bowed  down  to  him,  and  not  before.! 

1  The  Mohammedan  authors  write  that  Jacob  dwelt  in  Egypt  twenty-four  years,  and  at  his 
death  ordered  his  body  to  be  buried  in  Palestine  by  his  father,  which  Joseph  took  care  to  per- 
form ;  and  then  returning  into  Egypt,  died  twenty-three  years  after.  They  add  that  such  high 
disputes  arose  among  the  Egyptians  concernmg  his  burial,  that  they  had  like  to  have  come  to 
blows  ;  but  at  length  they  agreed  to  put  his  body  into  a  marble  coffin,  and  to  sink  it  in  the 
Nile — out  of  a  superstitious  imagination,  that  it  might  help  the  regular  increase  of  the  river, 
and  deliver  them  from  famine  for  the  future ;  but  when  Moses  led  the  Israelites  out  of  Eg^-pt, 
he  took  up  the  coffin,  and  carried  Joseph's  bones  with  him  into  Canaan,  where  he  buried  them 
by  his  ancestors.2 

"  For  this  crime  Mohammed  charges  not  only  on  the  idolatrous  Meccans,  but  also  on  the 
Jews  and  Christians,  as  has  been  already  observed  more  than  once. 

"  And  not  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  deserts ;  because  the  former  are  more  knowing  and  coiD' 
par-sionate,  and  the  latter  more  ignorant  and  hard-hearted.  3 

1  Idem.         5  Idem.         3  idem.     See  the  Prelim.  Disc,  Sect.  I.  p.  24. 
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The  Koj'dfi  is  not  a  new  invented  fiction  ;  but  a  confirmation  of  those        i  ^ 
scriptures  which  have  been  revealed  before  it,  and  a  distinct  expUcation        (  ^ 
of  e\^erything  necessary,  in  respect  either  to  faith  or  practice^  and  a 
direction  and  mercy  unto  people  who  believe. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 
ENTITLED,  THUNDER;**  REVEALED  AT  MECCA.'' 

IN   TKB   NAME   OF  THE   MOST   MERCIFUL  GOD, 

AL.  M.  R.**  These  are  the  signs  of  the  book  of  the  Koran:  and  that 
which  hath  been  sent  down  unto  thee  from  thy  Lord  is  the  truth ; 
but  the  greater  part  of  men  will  not  believe.  It  is  GOD  who  hath  raised 
the  heavens  without  visible  pillars ;  and  then  ascended  his  throne,  and 
compelled  the  sun  and  the  moon  to  perform  their  services  :  tYery  of  the 
heaj'enly  bodies  runneth  an  appointed  course.  He  ordereth  all  things. 
He  showeth  his  signs  distinctly,  that  ye  may  be  assured  ye  must  meet 
your  Lord  at  the  last  day.  It  is  he  who  hath  stretched  forth  the 
earth,  and  placed  therein  steadfast  inonntains,  and  rivers ;  and  hath 
ordained  therein  of  every  fruit  two  different  kinds.'^  He  causeth  the 
night  to  cover  the  day.  Herein  are  certain  signs  unto  people  who  con- 
sider. And  in  the  earth  are  tracts  of  land  of  different  natti?'es,^  though 
bordering  on  each  other;  and  also  vineyards,  and  seeds,  and  palm- 
trees  springing  several  from  the  same  root,  and  singly  from  distinct 
roots.  They  are  watered  with  the  same  water,  yet  we  render  some  of 
them  more  excellent  than  others  to  eat.  Herein  are  surely  signs  unto 
people  who  understand.  If  thou  dost  wonder  at  the  infidels  denyi?tg 
the  resurrection,  surely  wonderful  is  their  saying.  After  we  shall  have 
been  reduced  to  dust,  shall  we  be  restored  in  a  new  creature?  These  are 
they  who  believe  not  in  their  Lord  ;  these  shall  have  collars  on  their 
necks,*  and  these  shall  be  the  inhabitants  of  hell  fire :  therein  shall  they 

0  This  word  occurs  in  the  next  page. 

P  Or,  according  to  some  copies,  at  Medina. 

_q  The  meaning  of  these  letters  is  unknown.  Of  several  conjectural  explications  which  are 
given  of  them,  the  following  is  one :  /  aiit  the  most  wise  and  ktiozving  God. 

""  As  sweet  and  sour,  black  and  white,  small  and  large,  &c.l 

^  Some  tracts  being  fruitful  and  others  barren,  some  plain  and  others  mountainous,  some 
proper  for  corn  and  others  for  trees,  &c.2 

'  The  collar  here  mentioned  is  an  engine  something  like  a  pillory,  but  light  enough  for  the 
criminal  to  walk  about  with.  Besides  the  hole  to  fix  it  on  the  neck,  there  is  another  for  one  of 
the  hands,  which  is  thereby  fastened  to  the  neck.3  And  in  this  manner  the  Mohammedans 
suppose  the  reprobates  will  appear  at  the  day  of  judgment.4  Some  understand  this  passage 
figuratively,  of  the  infidels  being  bound  in  the  chains  of  error  and  obstinacy.  5 

1  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin.  2  Idem.  8  Vide  Chardin,  Voy.  de  Perse,  torn,  ii  p.  sso.  «  Scr 
cap.  5,  p.  8i.        5  Al  Beidawi. 
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abide  for  ever.  They  will  ask  of  thee  to  hasten  evil  rather  than  good  -^ 
although  there  have  already  been  examples  of  the  divine  ven^eajice 
before  them.  Thy  Lord  is  surely  endued  with  indulgence  towards 
men,  notwithstanding  their  iniquity;  but  thy  Lord  is  also  severe  in 
punishing.  The  infidels  say,  Unless  a  sign  be  sent  down  unto  him  from 
his  Lord,  we  will  not  believe.  Thou  art  commissioned  to  be  a  preacher 
only,  and  not  a  woj'ker  of  miracles:  and  unto  every  people  hath  a 
director  been  appointed.  God  knoweth  what  every  female  beareth  in 
he?'  womb;  and  what  the  wombs  want  or  exceed  of  their  due  time,  or 
munber  of  yourig.  With  him  is  everything  re^^ulated  a.ccoYd'ing  to  a 
detenmned  measure,  //e  knoweth  that  which  is  hidden,  and  that  which 
is  revealed.  Jle  is  the  great,  the  most  high.  He  among  you  who  con- 
cealeth  his  words, and  he  who  proclaimeth  them  in  public;  he  also  who 
seeketh  to  hide  himself  in  the  night,  and  he  who  goeth  forth  openly  in 
the  day,  is  equal  in  respect  to  the  knowledge  of  God.  Each  of  them  hath 
angels  mutually  succeeding  each  other,  before  him,  and  behind  him ; 
they  watch  him  by  the  command  of  GOD.*  Verily  GOD  will  not  change 
his  grace  which  is  in  men,  until  they  change  the  disposition  in  their 
souls  by  sift.  When  GOD  willeth  evil  on  a  people,  there  shall  be  none 
to  avert  it ;  neither  shall  they  have  any  protector  beside  him.  It  is  he 
v/ho  causeth  the  lightning  to  appear  unto  you,  to  strike  fear,  and  to 
7'aise  hope,y  and  who  formeth  the  pregnant  clouds.  The  thunder  cele- 
brateth  his  praise,^  and  the  angels  cilso^  for  fear  of  him.  He  sendeth 
his  thunderbolts,  and  striketh  therewith  whom  he  pleaseth,  while  they 
dispute  concerning  GOD  -^  for  he  is  mighty  in  power.  //  is  he  who 
ought  of  right  to  be  invoked ;  and  the  idols  which  they  invoke  besides 
him,  shall  not  hear  them  at  all ;  otherwise  than  as  he  is  heard,  who 
stretcheth  forth  his  hand  to  the  water  that  it  may  ascend  to  his  mouth, 
when  it  cannot  ascend  thither:  the  supplication  of  the  unbelievers  is 
utterly  erroneous.  Whatsoever  is  in  heaven  and  on  earth  worshippeth 
God,  voluntarily  or  of  force  ;^  and  their  shadows  also,  morning  and 
evening.*'    Say,  Who  is  the  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth?  Answer,  God. 

»»  Provoking  and  daring  thee  to  call  down  the  divine  vengeance  on  them  for  their  impenitency. 

»  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  56. 

y  Thunder  and  lightning  being  the  sign  of  approaching  rain ;  a  great  blessing,  in  the  easterr. 
countries  more  especially. 

2  Or  causeth  those  who  hear  it  to  praise  him.  Some  commentators  tell  us  that  by  the  word 
th-injder,  in  this  place,  is  meant  the  angel  who  presides  over  the  clouds,  and  drives  them  for- 
wards with  twisted  sheets  of  fire.6 

a  This  passage  was  revealed  on  the  following  occasion: — Amer  Ebn  al  Tofail  and  Arbad  Ebn 
Rabiah,  the  brother  of  Labid,  went  to  Mohammed  with  an  intent  to  kill  him  ;  and  Amer  began 
to  dispute  with  him  concerning  the  chief  points  of  his  doctrine,  while  Arbad,  taking  a  compass, 
went  behind  him  to  di^^patch  him  with  his  sword  ;  but  the  prophet,  perceiving  his  design,  im- 
plored God's  protection  ;  whereupon  Arbad  was  immediately  struck  dead  by  thunder,  and 
Amer  was  struck  with  a  pestilential  boil,  of  which  he  died  in  a  short  time,  in  a  miserable  con- 
dition.7 

Jallalo'ddin,  however,  tells  another  story,  saying  that  Mohammed,  having  sent  one  to  in- 
vite a  certain  man  to  embrace  his  religion,  the  person  put  this  question  to  the  missionary.  Who 
ti  this  apostle,  and  luhnt  is  GoD?  Is  he  of  gold,  or  of  silver,  or  of  brass  ?  Upon  which  a 
thunderbolt  sti-uck  off  his  skull,  and  killed  him. 

b  The  infidels  and  devils  themselves  being  constrained  to  humble  themselves  before  him, 
though  against  their  will,  when  they  are  delivered  up  to  punishment. 

"  This  is  an  allur.ion  to  the  increasing  and  diminishing  of  the  shadows,  according  to  the  height 

fi  Idem,  Tall.-ilo'ddin.  "<  AI  Beidawi.     Vide  Golii.  not.  in  Adagia  Arab,  adject,  ad  Gram 

Krpcnii,  p.  99. 
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Say,  Have  ye  therefore  taken  unto  yourselves  protectors  beside  him, 
who  are  unable  either  to  help,  or  to  ^^A;/^  themselves  from  hurt?  Say, 
Shall  the  blind  and  the  seeing  be  esteemed  equal?  or  shall  darkness 
and  light  be  accounted  the  same?  or  have  they  attributed  companions 
unto  God,  who  have  created  as  he  hath  created,  so  that  their  creation 
bear  any  resemblance  unto  his?  Say,  GOD  is  the  creator  of  all  things; 
he  is  the  one,  the  victorious  God.  He  causeth  water  to  descend  from 
heaven,  and  the  brooks  flow  according  to  their  respective  measure,  and 
the  floods  bear  the  floating  froth  :  and  fromM^  metals  which  they  melt 
in  the  fire,  seeking  to  cast  ornaments  or  vessels  _/2?r  use^  there  ariseth  a 
scum  like  unto  it.  Thus  God  setteth  forth  truth  and  vanity.  But  the 
scum  is  thrown  off,  and  that  which  is  useful  to  mankind  remaineth  on 
the  earth.  Thus  doth  GOD  put  forth  parables.  Unto  those  who  obey 
their  Lord  shall  be  givefi  the  most  excellent  reward:  but  those  who 
obey  him  not,  although  they  were  possessed  of  whatever  is  in  the  whole 
earth  and  as  much  more,  they  would  give  it  all  for  their  ransom.  These 
will  be  brought  to  a  terrible  account,  their  abode  shall  be  hell;  an  un- 
happy couch  shall  it  be!  Shall  he,  therefore,  who  knoweth  that  what 
hath  been  sent  down  unto  thee  from  thy  Lord,  is  truth,  be  rewarded 
as  he  who  is  bhnd?  The  prudent  only  will  consider;  who  fulfil  the 
covenant  of  God,  and  break  not  their  contract;  and  who  join  that 
which  God  hath  commanded  to  be  joined,*^  and  who  fear  their 
Lord,  and  dread  an  ill  account ;  and  who  persevere  out  of  a  si?ice?-e 
desire  to  please  their  Lord,  and  observe  the  stated  times  of  prayer, 
and  give  alms  out  of  what  we  have  bestowed  on  them,  in  secret  and 
openly,  and  who  turn  away  evil  with  good  :  the  reward  of  these  shall 
be  paradise,  gardens  of  eternal  abode,®  which  they  shall  enter,  and 
also  whoever  snail  have  acted  uprightly,  of  their  fathers,  and  their 
wives,  and  their  posterity  ;  and  the  angels  shall  go  in  unto  them 
by  every  gate.  sayi7igs  Peace  be  upon  you,  because  ye  have  endured 
with  patience ;  how  excellent  a  reward  is  paradise !  But  as  for  those  who 
violate  the  covenant  of  GOD,  after  the  establishment  thereof,  and  who  cut 
in  sunder  that  which  GOD  hath  commanded  to  be  joined,  and  act  cor- 
ruptly iri  tne  earth,  on  them  shall  a  curse /all,  and  they  shall  have  a 
miserable  dwelliig  in  hell.  GOD  giveth  provision  in  abundance  unto 
whom  he  pleaseth,  and  is  sparing  tuito  who7n  he  plcaseth.  Those  oj 
Mecca  rejoice  in  the  present  life  ;  although  the  present  life,  in  respect 
of  the  future,  is  but  a  precarious  provision.  The  infidels  say,  Unless 
a  sign  be  sent  down  unto  him  from  his  LORD,  we  will  7iot  believe. 
Answer,  Verily  GOD  will  lead  into  error  whom  he  pleaseth,  and  will 
direct  unto  himself  him  who  repenteth,  ajid  those  who  believe,  and 
whose  hearts  rest  securely  in  the  meditation  of  God  ;  shall  not  meti's 
hearts  rest  securely  in  the  meditation  of  GoD  ?  They  who  believe  and 
do  that  which  is  right  shall  e?ijoy  blessedness,  and  partake  of^.  happy 
resurrection.     Thus  have  we  sent  thee  to  a  nation  which  other  nations 

of  the  sun ;  so  that,  when  they  are  the  longest,  «'hich  is  in  the  morning  and  the  evening,  they 
appear  prostrate  on  the  /»round,  in  the  posture  of  adoration. 

•^  By  beheving  in  all  tlie  prophets,  without  exception,  and  joining  thereto  the  continual  prac 
tice  of  their  duty,  both  towards  God  and  man.l 

*  Literally,  gardens  ^Eden.     See  chapter  9,  p.  143. 

'  Idem,  Jaliaioddin,  Vahyjv 
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have  preceded,  unto  wJiom  p7-ophets  have  likewise  besn  sent,  that  thou 
mayest  rehearse  unto  them  that  which  we  have  revealed  unto  thee,  even 
while  they  believe  not  in  the  merciful  God.  Say  unto  them,  He  is  my 
Lord  ;  there  is  no  God  but  he  :  in  him  do  I  trust,  and  unto  him  must 
I  return.  Though  a  Koran  were  revealed  by  which  mountains  should 
be  removed,  or  the  earth  cleaved  in  sunder,  or  the  dead  be  caused  to 
speak,'  it  would  be  in  vai?t.  But  the  matter  belongeth  wholly  unto 
God.  Do  not  therefore  the  believers  know,  that  if  GOD  pleased,  he 
would  certainly  direct  all  men  }  Adversity  shall  not  cease  to  afflict  the 
unbelievers  for  that  which  they  have  committed,  or  to  sit  down  near 
their  habitations,^  until  God's  promise  come  :^  for  God  is  not  con- 
trary to  the  promise.  Apostles  before  thee  have  been  laughed  to  scorn ; 
and  I  permitted  the  infidels  to  enjoy  a  long  and  happy  life  :  but  after- 
wards I  punished  them  ;  and  how  severe  was  the  punishment  which  I 
i7iflicted  on  them  I  Who  is  it  therefore  that  standeth  over  every  soul,  to 
observe  that  which  it  committeth  ?  They  attribute  companions  unto 
God.  Say,  Name  them  :  will  ye  declare  unto  him  that  which  he 
knoweth  not  in  the  earth.?  or  will  ye  name  them  in  outward  speech 
only  t'^  But  the  deceitful  procedure  of  the  infidels  was  prepared  for 
them  ;  and  they  are  turned  aside  from  the  right  path  :  for  he  whom 
God  shall  cause  to  err,  shall  have  no  director.  They  shall  suffer  a 
punishment  in  this  life  ;  but  the  punishment  of  the  next  shall  be  more 
grievous :  and  there  shall  be  none  to  protect  them  against  God.  This 
is  the  description  of  paradise,  which  is  promised  to  the  pious.  It  is 
watered  by  rivers  ;  its  food  is  perpetual,  and  its  shade  also :  this  shall 
be  the  reward  of  those  who  fear  God.  But  the  reward  of  the  infidels 
shall  be  hell  fire.  Those  to  whom  we  have  given  the  scriptures,  rejoice 
at  what  hath  been  revealed  unto  thee.''  Yet  there  are  some  of  the  con- 
federates who  deny  part  thereof-^     Say  unto  tkem^  Verily  I  am  com- 

f  These  are  miracles  which  the  Koreish  -equired  of  Mohammed  ;  demanding  that  he  would, 
by  the  power  of  his  Koran,  either  remove  the  mountains  from  about  Mecca,  that  they  might 
have  delicious  gardens  in  their  room  ;  or  thit  he  would  oblige  the  wind  to  transport  them,  with 
their  merchandise,  to  Syria  (according  to  which  tradition,  the  words  here  translated  or  the  enrili 
cleaved  in  stcnder,  should  be  rendered,  or  tht  earth  be  travelled  over  xn  an  instant);  or  else 
raise  to  life  ICosai  Ebn  Kelab.l  and  others  of  their  ancestors,  to  bear  witness  to  him  ;  where- 
upon this  passage  was  revealed. 

g  It  is  supposed  by  some  that  these  words  are  spoken  to  Mohammed,  and  then  they  rnust  t-e 
translated  in  the  second  person,  Nor  shalt  thou  cease  to  sit  down,  &c.  For  they  say  this  verse 
relates  to  the  idolaters  of  Mecca,  who  were  afflicted  with  a  series  of  misfortunes  for  their  ill- 
usage  of  their  prophet,  and  were  also  continually  annoyed  and  harassed  by  his  parties,  which 
frequently  plundered  their  caravans  and  drove  off  their  cattle,  himself  sitting  down  with  hi? 
whole  army  near  the  city  in  the  expedition  of  al  Hodeibiya.2 

h  i.e.,  Till  death  and  the  day  of  judgment  overtake  them  ;  or,  according  to  the  exposition  in 
the  preceding  note,  until  the  taking  of  Mecca.3 

'  That  is,  calling  them  the  companions  of  GoD,  without  being  able  to  assign  any  reason,  or 
give  any  proof  why  they  deserve  to  be  sharers  in  the  honour  and  worship  due  from  mankind 
to  him.* 

^  viz.,  The  first  proselytes  to  Mohammedism  from  Judaism  and  Christianity;  or  the  Jews 
and  Christians  in  gener^,  who  were  pleased  to  find  the  Koran  so  consonant  to  their  own 
scriptures. 5 

1  That  is,  such  of  them  as  had  entered  into  a  confederacy  to  oppose  Mohammed  ;  as  did 
Caab  Ebn  al  Ashraf,  and  the  Jews  who  followed  him,  and  al  Seyid  al  Najrani,  al  Akib,  and 
several  other  Christians ;  who  denied  such  parts  of  the  Koran  as  contradicted  their  corrupt 
doctrines  and  traditions.6 

1  See  cap.  8,  p.  128,  note  '.  •  Al  BeidSwi.  »  Idem.  «  Idem.  »  See  cap.  3,  p  s« 
•  Idem. 
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manded  to  worship  GOD  alone  ;  and  to  give  him  no  companion  :  tipon 
him  do  I  call,  and  unto  him  shall  I  return.  To  this  purpose  have  we 
sent  down  the  Ko7-dn,  a  7'ule  ^judgment,  in  the  Arabic  language.  And 
verily  if  thou  follow  their  desires,  after  the  knowledge  which  hath  been 
given  thee,  there  shall  be  none  to  defend  or  protect  thee  against  GOD. 
We  have  formerly  sent  apostles  before  thee,  and  bestowed  on  them  '  ^'^^t^ 
wives  and  children  f^  and  no  apostle  had  the po%ver  to  come  with  a  sign,  ^  .^vi^^ 
unless  by  the  permission  of  God.  Every  age  hath  its  book  of  revela- 
tion :  God  shall  abolish  and  shall  confirm  what  he  pleaseth.  With 
him  is  the  original  of  the  book.'^  Moreover,  whether  we  cause  thee  to 
see  any  part  of  that  punish7ne7it  wherewith  we  have  threatened  them, 
or  whether  we  cause  thee  to  die  before  it  be  inflicted  oti  them,  verily 
unto  thee  belongeth  preaching  only^  but  unto  us  inquisition.  Do  they 
not  see  that  we  come  into  their  land,  and  straiten  the  borders  thereof, 
by  the  co7iquests  of  the  true  believers  ?  When  GOD  judgeth,  there  is 
none  to  reverse  his  judgment ;  and  he  will  be  swift  in  taking  an  ac- 
count. Their  predecessors  formerly  devised  subtle  plots  against  their 
prophets  J  but  GOD  is  master  of  every  subtle  device.  He  knoweth  that 
which  every  soul  deserveth  :  and  the  infidels  shall  surely  know,  whose 
will  be  the  reward  of  paradise.  The  unbelievers"  will  say,  Thou  art 
not  sent  of  God.  Answer,  GOD  is  a  sufficient  witness  between  me  and 
you,  and  he  who  understandeth  the  scripturds. 

"  As  we  ha\-e  on  ihee.  This  passage  was  revealed  in  answer  to  the  reproaches  which  were 
cast  on  Mohammed,  on  account  of  the  great  number  of  his  wives.  For  the  Jews  said  that  if 
he  was  a  true  prophet,  his  care  and  attention  would  be  employed  about  something  else  than 
women  and  the  getting  of  children. 7  It  may  be  observed  that  it  is  a  maxim  of  the  Jews  that 
nothing  is  more  repugnant  to  prophecy  than  carnality. 8 

"  Literally,  the  mother  of  the  book;  by  which  is  meant  the  preserved  table,  from  which  all 
the  written  revelations  which  have  been  from  time  to  time  published  to  mankind,  according  to 
the  several  dispensations,  are  transc."ipts. 

0  The  persons  intended  in  this  passage,  it  is  said,  were  the  Jewish  doctors.^ 

'  Jallalo'ddin,  Yahya.         '  Vide  Maimon   More  Nev.  part  ii.  c.  36,  &c.         ^  Al  Eeii'avri 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

ENTITLED,  ABRAHAM;*    REVEALED  AT  MECCA. 

IN   THE  NAME  OF  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

A  L.  R.^  This  book  have  we  sent  down  unto  thee,  that  thou  mayest 
•^^*  lead  men  forth  from  darkness  into  light,  by  the  pennission  of 
their  Lord,  into  the  glorious  and  laudable  way.  God  is  he  unto 
whom  belongeth  whatsoever  is  in  heaven  and  on  earth  :  and  woe  be 
to  the  infidels,  because  a  grievous  punishment  luaiteth  thenij  who 
love  the  present  life  above  that  which  is  to  come,  and  turn  men  aside 
from  the  way  of  God,  and  seek  to  render  it  crooked  :  these  are  in  an 
error  far  distant yVfj'w  the  triith.  We  have  sent  no  apostle  but  with 
the  language  of  his  people,  that  he  might  declare  their  duty  plainly 
unto  them  :<^  for  GoD  causeth  to  err  whom  he  pleaseth,  and  directeth 
whom  he  pleaseth  ;  and  he  is  the  mighty,  the  wise.  We  formerly 
sent  Moses  with  our  signs,  aiid  co7nviaiided  him  saxjing^  Lead  forth 
thy  people  from  darknes.=;  into  light,  and  remind  them  of  the  favours 
of  God:^  verily  therein  are  signs  unto  every  patient  and  grateful 
person.  And  call  to  mi?id  when  Moses  said  unto  his  people,  Re- 
inember  the  favour  of  GOD  towards  you,  when  he  delivered  yoa  from 
the  people  of  Pharaoh  :  they  grievously  oppressed  you  ;  and  they 
slew  your  male  children,  but  let  your  females  live:*  therein  was  a 
great  trial  from  your  LoRD.  And  when  your  LORD  declared  by  the 
?no7ith  of  Moses,  saying,  If  ye  be  thankful,  I  will  surely  increase  7ny 
favours  towards  you  ;  but  if  ye  be  ungrateful,  verily  my  punishment 
shall  be  severe.  And  Moses  said,  if  ye  he.  ungrateful,  and  all  who 
are  in  the  earth  likeiuise;  verily  GOD  needeth  not  your  tha7iks^ 
though  he  deserveth  the  highest  praise.  Hath  not  the  history  of  ihe 
nations  your  predecessors  reached  you  ;  7ia?nely,  of  the  people  of 
Noah,  and  of  Ad,  and  of  Thamud,'  and  of  those  who  succeeded  them  ; 
whose  7i2i7}iber  none  knoweth  except  GoD.-*  Their  apostles  came 
unto  them  with  evident  mir-aclcs ;  but  they  clapped  their  hands  to 
their  mouths  out  of  indignatio7i,  and  said,  We  do  not  believe  the 
vicssage  with  which  \-e  pretend  to  be  sent ;  and  we  are  in  a  doubt 
concerning  the  religio?i  to  which  ye  invite  us,  as  Justly  to  be  suspected. 
Their  apostles  answered.  Is  there  any  doubt  concerning  GOD,  the 
creator  of  heaven  and  earth  ?     He  inviteth  you  to  the  true  faith  that 

•  Mention  is  made  of  this  patriarch  towards  the  end  of  the  chapter. 

•  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  .Sect.  II J    p.  46,  &c. 

•  That  so  they  might  not  only  perfectly  and  readily  understand  those  revelations  them- 
selves,  but  might  also  be  able  to  translate  and  interpret  them  unto  others.' 

<•  Literally,  tJie  dnys  r/"  God  ;  wnich  may  also  be  translated,  the  l\if:tcs  of  GoD  (the 
Arabs  using  the  word  day  to  sii^nify  a  remarkable  engagement,  as  the  Italian*;  do g^torrtafr,, 
and  the  French,  jcurnt'e),  or  his  wonderful  acts  manifested  in  the  various  success  of  formeJ 
nations  in  their  wars.' 

•  See  chapter  7,  p.  117,  &c. 
'  See  ibid.  p.  in,  &c. 

I  Id^jo.  *  Idem. 
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he  may  forgive  you  pari  of  your  sins,5  and  may  respite  your  punish- 
ment^ by  granting yo2i  space  to  repent,  until  an  appointed  time.     They 
answered,  Ye  are  but  men,  like  unto  us  :  ye  seek  to  turn  us  aside 
fro7n  the  gods  which  our  fathers  worshipped  :  wherefore  bring  us  an 
evident  demonstration  by  some  miracle,  that  ye  speak  truth.     Their 
apostles  replied  unto  them,  We  are  no  other  than  men  like  unto  you  ; 
but  God  is  bountiful  unto  such  of  his  servants  as  he  pleaseth  :  and  it 
is  not  in  our  power  io  give  you  a  miraculous  demonstration  of  our 
mission,  unless  by  the  permission  of  GOD  ;  in  GOD  therefore  let  the 
faithful  trust.     And  what  excuse  have  we  to  allege,  that  we  should  not 
put  our  trust  in  GOD  ;  since  he  hath  directed  us  our  paths  ?     Where- 
fore we  will  certainly  suffer  with  patience  the  pei'secution  wherewith 
ye  shall  afflict  us  :  in  GoD  therefore  let  those  put  their  confidence 
who  seek  in  lultom  to  put  their  trust.     And  those  who  believed  not, 
said  unto  their  apostles,  We  will  surely  expel  you  out  of  our  land  ;  or 
ye  shall  return  unto  our  religion.     And  their  LORD  spake  unto  them 
by  revelation,  saying,  We  will  surely  destroy  the  wicked  doers  ;  and 
we  wj;l  cause  you  to  dwell  in  tlie  earth,  after  them.     This  shall  be 
granted  unto  him  who  shall  dread  the  appearance  at  my  tribunal,  and 
shall  fear  my  threatening.     And  they  asked  assistance  of  God,^  and 
every  rebellious  perverse  person  failed  of  success.     Hell  lieth  tmseen 
before  him,  and  he  shall  have  filthy  water'  given  him  to  drink  :  he 
shall  sup  it  up  by  httle  and  little,  and  he  shall  not  easily  let  it  pass 
his  throat,  because  of  its  nauseousness j  death  also  shall  come  upon 
him  from  every  quarter,  yet  he  shall  not  die ;  and  before  him  shall 
there  stand  prepared  a  grievous  torment.     This  is  the  likeness  of 
those  who  believe  not  in  their  Lord.     Their  works  are  as  ashes, 
which  the  wind  violently  scattereth  in  a  stormy  day  :  they  shall  not 
be  able  to  obtain  any  solid  advantage  from  that  which  they  have 
wrouglit.     This  is  an  error  most  distantyr-^w  truth.     Dost  thou  not 
see  that  God  hath  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth  in  wisdom.    It 
he  please,  he  can  destroy  you,  and  produce  a  new  creature  /«  your 
stead:  neither  will  this  be  difficult  with  GoD.    And  they  shall  all  come 
forth  into  the  presence  ofGoB  at  the  last  day :  and  the  weak  among 
them  shall  say  unto  those  who  behaved  themselves  arrogantly,^  Verily 
we  were  your  followers  on  earth  j  v/ill  ye  not  therefore  avert  from  us 
some  part  of  the  divine  vengeance  ?     They  shall  answer,  If  GOD  had 
directed  us  aright^  we  had  certainly  directed you^     It  is  equal  unto 

t  That  is,  such  of  them  as  were  committed  directly  against  God,  which  are  immediately 
cancelled  by  faith,  or  embracing  Islam  ;  but  not  the  crimes  of  injustice,  and  oppression, 
which  were  committed^  against  man  : '  for  to  obtain  remission  of  these  last,  besides  faith, 
repentance  and  restitution,  according  to  a  man's  ability,  are  also  necessary. 

n  The  commentators  are  uncertain  whether  these  were  the  prophets,  who  begged  assistance 
against  theii  enemies  :  or  the  infidels,  who  called  for  God's  deciiicn  between  themselves  and 
them  ;  or  both.  And  some  suppose  this  verse  Iias  no  connection  with  the  preceding,  but  is 
spoken  of  the  people  of  Mecca,  who  begged  rain  in  a  great  drought  with  which  tliey  were 
atilicted  at  the  prayer  of  their  prophet,  but  could  not  obtain  it. 2 

'  Which  will  issue  from  the  bodies  of  the  damned,  mixed  with  purulent  matter  and 
blood. 

i  r.tf.,  The  more  simple  and  inferior  people  shall  say  to  their  teachers  and  princes  who  seduced 
them  to  idolatry-,  and  confirmed  them  in  their  obstinate  infidelity. 

k  That  is,  We  made  the  same  choice  for  you,  as  we  did  for  ourselves  ;  and  had  not  God 
permitted  us  to  fall  into  error,  we  had  not  seduced  you. 

»  Al  BeiddwL  '  laeca 
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us  whether  we  bear  our  torments  impatiently,  or  whether  we  endure 
them  with  patience:  for  we  have  no  way  to  escape.  And  Satan  shall 
say,  after  judgment  shall  have  been  given,  Verily  God  promised  you 
a  promise  of  truth  :  and  I  also  made  you  a  promise  ;  but  I  deceived 
you.  Yet  I  had  not  any  power  over  you  to  compel  you ;  but  I  called 
you  only,  and  ye  answered  me  :  wherefore  accuse  not  me,  but  accuse 
yourselves.'  I  cannot  assist  you  ;  neither  can  ye  assist  me.  Verily  I 
do  now  renounce  your  having  associated  me  witJi  God  heretofore."* 
A  grievous  punishment  is  prepared  for  the  unjust.  But  they  who 
shall  have  believed  and  wrought  righteousness,  shall  be  introduced 
into  gardens,  wherein  rivers  flow  ;  they  shall  remain  therein /^r  ever^ 
by  the  permission  of  their  Lord  ;  and  their  salutation  therein  shall 
be,  Peace  !•*  Dost  thou  not  see  how  God  putteth  forth  a  parable  ; 
representing  a  good  word,  as  a  good  tree,  whose  root  is  firmly  fixed 
in  the  earth,  and  whose  branches  reach  unto  heaven  ;  which  bringeth 
forth  its  fruit  in  all  seasons,  by  the  will  of  its  Lord?  God  pro- 
poundeth  parables  unto  men,  that  they  may  be  instructed.  And  the 
likeness  of  an  evil  word  is  as  an  evil  tree  ;  which  is  torn  up  from  the 
face  of  the  earth,  and  hath  no  stability. °  GOD  shall  confirm  them 
who  believe,  by  the  steadfast  word  of  faith,  both  in  this  life  and  in 
that  which  is  to  come  :p  but  GOD  shall  lead  the  wicked  into  error  , 
for  God  doth  that  which  he  pleaseth.  Hast  thou  not  considered 
those  who  have  changed  the  grace  of  GoD  to  infidelity,*!  and  cause 
their  people  to  descend  into  the  house  of  perdition,  namely,  into  hell  ? 
They  shall  be  thrown  to  burn  therein  ;  and  an  unhappy  dwelling  shall 
it  be.  They  also  set  up  idols  as  copartners  with  GOD,  that  they 
might  cause  men  to  stray  from  his  path.  Say  unto  them,  Enjoy  the 
pleasures  of  this  life  for  a  time;  but  your  departure  hence  shall  be 
into  hell  fire.  Speak  unto  my  servants  who  have  believed,  that  they 
be  assiduous  at  prayer,  and  give  alms  out  of  that  which  we  have 

'  Lay  not  the  blame  on  my  temptations,  but  blame  your  own  folly  in  obeying  and  trusting 
to  me,  who  had  openly  professed  myself  your  irreconcilable  enemy. 

I"  Or  I  do  now  declare  myself  clear  of  your  having  obeyed  me,  preferably  to  God,  and 
worshipped  idols  at  my  instigation.  Or  the  words  may  be  translated,  /  believed  not  Jiereto- 
fore  ill  that  Being  with  iv/ioin  ye  did  associate  7iie  ;  intimating  his  first  disobedience  in 
refusing  to  worship  Adam  at  God's  command.' 

o  See  chapter  lo,  p.  151. 

"  What  is  particularly  intended  in  this  passage  by  the  good  word,  and  the  evil  word,  the 
expositors  differ.  But  the  first  seems  to  mean  the  profession  of  God's  unity,  the  inviting 
others  to  the  true  religion,  or  the  Koran  itself;  and  the  latter,  the  acknowledging  a  plurality 
of  gods,  the  seducing  of  others  to  idolatry,  or  the  obstinate  opposition  of  God's  prophets.^ 

T  Jallalo'ddin  supposes  the  sepulchre  to  be  here  understood  ;  in  which  place  when  the 
true  believers  come  to  be  e.xamined  by  the  two  angels  concerning  their  faith,  they  will 
answer  properly  and  without  hesitation  ;  which  the  infidels  will  not  be  able  to  do.^ 

n  That  is,  who  reqtiite  his  favours  with  disobedience  and  incredulity.  Or,  whose  ingrati- 
tude oljliged  God  to  deprive  them  of  the  blessings  he  had  bestowed  on  them  ;  as  he  did  the 
I\Ieccans,  who  though  God  had  placed  them  in  the  sacred  teiritoiy,  and  given  them  the 
custody  of  the  Caaba,  and  abundant  provision  of  all  necessaries  and  conveniences  of  life,  and 
had  also  honoured  them  by  the  mission  of  Mohammed,  yet  in  return  for  all  this  became 
obstinate  imbelievers,  and  persecuted  his  apostle ;  for  which  tliCy  were  not  only  punished 
i)y  a  famine  of  seven  years,  but  also  by  the  loss  and  disgrace  they  sustained  at  Bedr ;  to 
that  they  who  had  before  been  celebrated  for  their  prosperity,  were  now  stripped  of  that,  ani 
become  conspicuous  only  for  their  infidelity.'*  If  this  be  the  drift  of  the  passage,  it  could 
not  have  been  revealed  at  Mecca,  as  the  rest  of  the  chapter  is  agreed  to  be  ;  wherefore  som« 
suppose  this  ver.se  and  the  next  to  have  been  revealed  at  Medina. 

'  Idem.  -  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin.  -  See  the  Prelim.  DioC  Sect.  IV.  p.  59 
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bestowed    on  them,  both  privately  and  in  public ;   before   the   day 

Cometh,  wherein  there  shall  be  no  buying  nor  selling,  neither  any 
friendship.  It  is  GOD  who  hath  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth  ; 
and  causeth  water  to  descend  from  heaven,  and  by  means  thereof 
produceth  fruits  for  your  sustenance  :  and  by  his  command  he 
obligeth"*  the  ships  to  sail  in  the  sea  for  your  service  ;  and  he  also 
forceth  the  rivers  to  supply  your  uses  :  he  likewise  compelleth  the 
sun  and  the  moon,  which  diligently  perform  their  courses,  to  serve 
you  ;  and  hath  subjected  the  day  and  the  night  to  your  service.  He 
giveth  you  of  everything  which  ye  ask  him  ;  and  if  ye  attempt  to 
reckon  up  the  favours  of  GOD,  ye  shall  not  be  able  to  compute  the 
same.  Surely  man  is  unjust  and  ungrateful.  Remember  when 
Abraham  said,  O  LORD,  make  this  land*  a  place  of  security;  and 
grant  that  I  and  my  children*  may  avoid  the  worship  of  idols  ;  for 
they,  O  Lord,  have  seduced  a  great  number  of  men.  Whoever 
therefore  shall  follow  me,  he  shall  be  of  me  :  and  whosoever  shall 
disobey  me  ;  verily  thou  wilt  be  gracious  and  merciful."  O  Lord,  I 
liave  caused  sojne  of  my  offspring'^  to  settle  in  an  unfruitful  valley, 
near  thy  noly  house,  O  Lord,  that  they  may  be  constant  at  prayer. 
Grant,  therefore,  that  the  hearts  of  some  meny  may  be  affected  with 
kindness  toward  them  ;  and  do  thou  bestow  on  them  all  sorts  of 
fruits  ;•  that  they  may  give  thanks,  O  LORD,  thou  knowest  what- 
soever we  conceal,  and  whatsoever  we  publish  ;  for  nothing  is  hidden 
from  God,  either  on  earth,  or  in  heaven.  Praise  be  unto  God,  who 
hath  given  me,  in  my  old  age,  Ismael  and  Isaac  :  for  my  Lord  is  the 
hearer  of  supplication.  O  Lord,  grant  that  I  may  be  an  observer  of 
prayer,  and  a  part  of  my  posterity  also,^  O  Lord  ;  and  receive  my 
supplication.  O  LORD,  forgive  me,  and  my  parents,^  and  the  faithful, 
on  the  day  whereon  an  account  shall  be  taken.    Think  not,  O  prophet^ 

*  The  word  used  here,  and  in  the  following  sentences,  is  sakhkluxy-a,  which  signifies 
forcibly  to  press  into  any  service.'^ 

viz.^  The  territory  of  Mecca.     See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV. 

»  This  prayer,  it  seems,  was  not  heard  as  to  all  his  posterity,  particularly  as  to  the  descen- 
dants  of  Ismad;  though  some  pretend  that  these  latter  did  not  worship  images,  but  only 
paid  a  superstitious  veneration  to  certain  stones,  which  they  set  up  and  compassed,  as  repre- 
sentations of  the  Caaba. '^ 

"  That  is,  by  disposing  him  to  repent.ince.  But  Jallalo'ddin  supposes  these  words  were 
spoken  by  Abraham  before  he  knew  that  God  would  not  pardon  idolatry. 

«  i.e.,  Ismael  and  his  posterity.  The  Mohammedans  say,  that  Hagar,  his  mother, 
belonged  to  Sarah,  who  gave  her  to  Abraham  ;  and  that,  on  her  bearing  hirn  this  son,  Sarah 
became  so  jealous  of  her,  that  she  prevailed  on  her  husband  to  turn  them  both  out  of  doors ; 
whereupon  he  sent  them  to  the  territory  of  Mecca,  where  God  caused  the  fountain  of  Zemzem 
to  spring  forth  for  their  relief,  in  consideration  of  which  the  Jorhamites,  who  were  the  masters 
of  the  country,  permitted  them  to  settle  among  them.^ 

y  Had  he  said  the  hearts  of  men,  absolutely,  the  Persians  and  the  Romans  would  also 
have  treated  ihem  as  friends  ;  and  both  the  Jews  and  Christians  would  have  made  their 
pilgrimages  to  Mecca.'* 

"This  part  of  the  prayer  was  grp.nted  ;  Mecca  being  so  plentifully  supplied,  that  the 
fruits  of  spring,  summer,  and  autumn,  are  to  be  found  there  at  one  and  the  same  time.* 

•  For  he  knew  by  revelation  that  some  of  them  would  be  infidels. 

J"  Abraham  put  up  this  petition  to  God  before  he  knew  that  his  parents  were  the  enemies 
of  Gon.6  Some  suppose  his  mother  was  a  true  believer,  and  therefore  read  it  in  the 
singular,  and  my  father  Others  fancy  that  by  his  parents  the  patriarch  here  means  Adam 
and  hve.' 

'See  chapter  2,  p.  17,  no'e  <=.  =  Al  Beidawi.     See  the  Preiim.  Disc.  Sect.  I.  p.ii-if- 

'  Ideni.  <  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin.  »  Idem.  6  See  chapter  g,  p.  itR 

'  JaUal  /ddin,  AI  DeidawL 
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chat  God /j  regaidless  of  what  the  ungodly  do.  He  only  deferreth 
iheir  piniisJuiietit  unto  the  day  whereon  vic7is  eyes  shall  be  fixed  ; 
they  shall  hasten  forward,  at  the  voice  of  the  angel  calling  to  judg- 
uic7it^  and  shall  lift  up  their  heads ;  they  shall  not  be  able  to  turn 
their  sx^ifroiii  ike  object  whereon  it  shall  be  fixed^  and  their  hearts 
shall  be  void  of  sense  ^  through  excasive  terror.  Wherefore  do  thou 
threaten  men  with  the  day,  whereon  their  punishment  sliuU  be 
inflicted  on  them,  and  whereo7i  those  who  have  acted  unjustly  shall 
say,  O  Lord,  give  us  respite  unto  a  term  near  at  hand  ;  and  we  will 
obey  thy  call,  and  we  will  follow  thy  apostles.  But  it  shall  be 
ansrve^ed  unto  them,  Did  ye  not  swear  heretofore,  that  no  re\'erse 
should  befall  you  ?  *  yet  ye  dwelt  in  the  dwellings  of  those  who  had 
treated  their  own  souls  unjustly  ;<»  and  it  appeared  plainly  unto  you 
how  vve  had  dwelt  with  them;*  and  we  propounded  their  destruction 
as  examples  unto  you.  They  employ  their  utmost  subtlety  to  oppose 
the  truth  J  but  their  subtlety  is  apparent  unto  GOD,  who  is  a.ble  to 
frustrate  their  designs  j  although  their  subtlety  were  J^^r6'<7/,  that  the 
mountains  might  be  moved  thereby.  Think  not  therefore,  O  prophet, 
that  God  will  be  contrary  to  his  promise  of  assista?ice,  made  unto  his 
apostles ;  for  God  is  mighty,  able  to  avenge.  The  day  will  come, 
when  the  earth  shall  be  changed  into  another  earth,  and  the  heavens 
into  other  heavens ;^  and  men  shall  come  forth  from  their  graves  to 
appear  before  the  only,  the  mighty  God,  And  thou  shalt  see  the 
wicked  on  that  day  bound  together  in  fetters  :  their  inner  garments 
shall  be  of  pitch,  and  fire  shall  cover  their  faces  ;  that  GoD  may 
reward  every  soul,  according  to  what  it  shall  have  deserved  ;  for  GOD 
is  swift  in  taking  an  account.  This  is  a  sufficient  achuonition  unto 
nien,  that  they  may  be  warned  thereby,  and  that  they  may  know  that 
there  is  but  one  God  ;  and  thai  those  who  are  endued  with  under- 
standing may  consider. 

«  Tlio.1  i.-.,  That  yc  slioulJ  uot  table  of  deatli,  but  coiuiuue  in  this  world  foi  ever ;  or  that 
ye  should  not  after  death  be  raised  to  judguieut.' 

*  viz..  Of  the  Adites  and  ThamOdite";. 

•  Not  only  by  the  histories  of  those  peoi>le  revealed  in  tlie  KorSn,  but  also  by  the  monu- 
raerts  remaining  of  them  (as  the  house'i  of  tiie  Thanilidites),  and  the  uaditions  preserved 
an^ong  you  of  the  terrible  judgments  which  bt  fell  them- 

'  This  the  Mohammedans  suppose  will  (;ome  to  pass  at  tne  last  day;  the  earth  L^conoir.j' 
vhite  and  even,  or,  as  some  will  have  it,  ot  silver ;  and  the  heavens  of  gold.' 

'  lid , 111,  A!  ZamaJchshari.  Yahya.  '  lidem.    Vide  Preliz*.  Disc  SiCt.  IV.  p  6' 
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CHAPTER  XV 

ENTITLED,  AL  HEJR  ;  i  REVEALED  AT  MECCA. 

IN   THE   NAMB  OF   THE   MOST    MERCIFUL  GOD. 

AL.  R.'*  These  are  the  signs  of  the  book,  and  of  the  per- 
(XIV.)  spicuoiis  Koran.  The  time  may  come  when  tlie  imbe- 
hevers  shall  wish  that  they  had  been  Moslems.*  Suffer  them  to  ea*. 
and  to  enjoy  themselves  i?i  this  zuorldj  and  let  hope  entertain  them 
but  they  shall  hereafter  know  their  folly.  We  have  not  destroyed 
any  city,  but  a  fixed  term  of  repentance  was  appointed  them.  No 
nation  shall  be  pnnished  before  their  time  shall  be  coinej  neither 
shall  they  be  respited  after.  The  Meccans  say,  O  thou  to  whom  the 
admonition^  hath  been  sent  down,  thou  art  certainly  possessed  with  a 
devil :  wouldest  thou  not  have  come  unto  us  with  an  attendance  of 
angels,  if  thou  hadst  spoken  truth.?  Answer^  We  send  not  down  the 
angels,  unless  on  a  just  occasion;'*  nor  should  they  be  then  respited 
any  longer.  We  have  surely  sent  down  the  Koran  ;  and  we  will 
certainly  preserve  the  same  frofn  corniption}  We  have  lieretofore 
sent  apostles  before  thee,  among  the  ancient  sects  :  and  there  came 
no  apostle  unto  them,  but  they  laughed  him  to  scorn.  I  n  the  same 
manner  will  we  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  the  wicked  Meccans  to  scoff 
at  their  prophet:  they  shall  not  believe  on  him  ;  and  the  sentence  of 
the  nations  of  old  hath  been  executed  heretofore.  If  we  should  open 
a  gate  in  the  heaven  above  them,  and  they  should  ascend  thereto "» 
all  the  day  long,  they  would  surely  say.  Our  eyes  are  only  dazzled; 
or  rather  we  are  a  people  deluded  by  enchantments.  We  have  placed 
the  tzvelve  signs  in  the  heaven,  and  have  set  them  out  in  various 
^■giires,  for  the  observation  of  spectators :  and  we  guard  them  from 
every  devil  °  driven  away  with  stones ;°  except  him  who  listeneth  by 

«  Al  Hejr  is  a  territory  in  the  province  of  Hejaz,  between  Medina  and  Syria,  where  the 
tribe  of  Thamud  dwelt ;  '  and  is  mentioned  towards  the  end  of  the  chapter, 
'■  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IIL  p.  46,  &c. 

*  viz.,  When  they  shall  see  the  success  and  prosperity  of  the  true  believers  ;  or  when  they 
shall  come  to  die  ;  or  at  the  resurrection. 

J  i.e..  The  revelations  which  compose  the  Koran. 

*»  When  the  divme  wisdom  shall  judge  it  proper  to  use  their  ministry,  as  in  bearing  his 
revelations  to  the  prophets,  and  the  executing  his  sentence  on  wicked  people  ;  but  not  to 
humour  you  with  their  appearance  in  visible  shapes,  which,  should  your  demand  be  compliea 
with,  would  only  increase  your  confusion,  and  bring  God's  vengeance  on  you  the  sooner. 
See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  57. 

_™  i,e..  The  incredulous  Meccans  themselves;  or,  as  others  rather  think,  the  angels  in 
visible  forms. 

"  For  the  Mohammedans  imagine  that  the  devils  endeavour  to  ascend  to  the  constella- 
tions, to  pry  into  the  actions  and  overhear  the  discourse  of  the  inhabitants  of  heaven,  and 
to  tempt  them.  They  also  pretend  that  these  evil  spirits  had  the  liberty  of  entering  any  of 
the  heavens  till  the  biiih  of  Jesus,  when  they  were  excluded  three  of  them  ;  but  that  on  the 
birth  of  Mohammed  they  were  forbidden  the  other  four. 3 

•  See  chapter  3,  p.  35,  note  ^. 

See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  p.  4.  '  Al  BeidawL 
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stealth,  at  whom  a  visible  flame  is  darted.P  We  have  also  spread 
forth  the  earth,  and  thrown  thereon  stable  inountains ;  and  we  have 
caused  every  kind  of  vegetables  to  spring  forth  in  the  same,  according 
to  a  determinate  weight :  and  we  have  provided  therein  necessaries 
of  life  for  you,  and  for  him  whom  ye  do  not  sustain,*!  There  is  no 
one  thing  bui  the  storehouses  thereof  are  in  our  hands  ;  and  we 
distribute  not  the  same  otherzuise  than  in  a  determinate  measure. 
We  also  send  the  winds  driving  the  pregnant  clouds,  and  we  send 
down  from  heaven  water,  whereof  we  give  you  to  drink,  and  whicli 
ye  keep  not  in  store.  Verily  we  give  life,  and  we  put  to  death  ;  and 
we  are  the  heirs  of  all  things^  We  know  those  among  you  who  go 
before  ;  and  we  know  those  who  stay  behind."  And  thy  LORD  shall 
gather  them  together  at  the  last  day;  for  he  is  knowing  and  wise. 
We  created  man  of  dried  clay,  of  black  mud,  formed  into  shape  :* 
and  we  had  before  created  the  devil  of  subtle  fire.  And  remember 
when  thy  LORD  said  before  the  angels.  Verily  I  am  about  -to  create 
man  of  dried  clay,  of  black  mud,  wrought  into  shape  ;  when  there- 
fore I  shall  have  completely  formed  him,  and  shall  have  breathed  of 
my  spirit  into  him  ;  do  ye  fall  down  and  worship  him.  And  all  the 
angels  worshipped  Adam  together,  except  Eblis,  who  refused  to  be 
with  those  who  worshipped  hi7n.  And  God  said  unto  him,  O  Eblis, 
I  what  hi7idered  thee  from  being  with  those  who  worshipped  Adam? 
He  answered,  It  is  not  fit  that  I  should  worship  man,  whom  thou 
j  hast  created  of  dried  clay,  of  black  mud,  wrought  into  shape.  God 
said.  Get  thee  therefore  hence  ;  for  thou  shalt  be  driven  away  with 
stones  :  and  a  curse  shall  be  on  thee,  until  the  day  of  judgment.  The 
devil  said,  O  Lord,  give  me  respite  until  the  day  of  resurrection. 
God  answered,  Verily  thou  shalt  be  one  of  those  who  are  respited 
until  the  day  of  the  appointed  time."  The  devil  replied,  O  Lord, 
because  thou  hast  seduced  me,  I  will  surely  tempt  them  to  dis- 
obcdiefice  in  the  earth  ;  and  I  will  seduce  them  all,  except  such  of 
them  as  shall  be  thy  chosen  servants.  God  said.  This  is  the  right  way 
with  me.^  Verily  as  to  my  servants,  thou  shalt  have  no  power  over 
them  ;  but  over  those  only  who  shall  be  seduced,  and  who  shall 
follow  thee.  And  hell  is  surely  denounced  unto  them  all  :  it  hath 
seven  gates ;  unto  every  gate  a  distinct  company  of  them  shall  bi 

V  For  when  a  star  seems  to  fall  or  shoot,  the  Mohammedans  suppose  the  angels,  who  keep 
guard  in  the  constellations,  dart  tnem  at  the  devils  who  approach  too  near. 

s  viz.,  Your  family,  servants,  and  slaves,  whom  ye  wrongly  imagine  that  ye  feed  your- 
selves ;  though  it  is  God  who  provides  for  them  as  well  as  you  :  i  or,  .is  some  rather  think, 
the  animals,  of  whom  msn  take  no  care.^ 

»  i.e..  Alone  surviving,  when  all  creatures  shall  be  dead  and  annihilated. 

»  What  these  words  particularly  drive  at  is  uncertain.  Some  think  them  spoken  of  the 
different  times  of  men's  several  entrance  into  this  world,  and  their  departure  out  of  it  ;  others 
of  the  respective  forwardness  and  backwardness  of  Mohammed's  men  in  battle  ;  and  a  third 
says,  the  passage  was  occasioned  by  the  different  behaviour  of  Mohammed's  followers,  on 
seeing  a  very  beautiful  woman  at  prayers  behind  the  prophet ;  some  of  them  going  out  of  the 
Mosque  before  her,  to  avoid  looking  on  her  more  nearly,  and  others  staying  behind,  on 
purpose  to  view  her.^ 

*  See  chapter  2,  p.  4,  6v:c. 

"  See  ibid,  and  chapter  7,  p.  106. 

■  viz..  The  saving  of  ihs  elect,  and  the  utter  reprobation  of  the  wicked,  according  to  my 
eternal,  decree. 

'  Idem.  '  Jallalo'ddin.  -^  Al  Beidawi 
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assignedJ  But  those  who  fear  God  shall  dwell  in  gardens,  amidst 
fountains.  The  angels  shall  say  unto  ihem^  Enter  ye  therein  in 
peace  and  security.  And  we  will  remove  all  grudges  from  their 
breasts;*  they  shall  be  as  brethren,  sitting  over  against  one  another* 
on  couches  :  weariness  shall  not  affect  them  therein,  neither  shall 
they  be  cast  out  thence/^r  ever.  Declare  unto  my  servants  that  I 
am  the  gracious,  the  merciful  God;  and  that  my  punishment  is  a 
grievous  punishment.  And  relate  unto  them  the  history  of  Abraham's 
guests.^  When  they  went  in  unto  him,  and  said,  Peace  be  icnto  thes  j 
he  answered,  Verily  we  are  afraid  of  you:*=  a7td  they  replied,  Fear 
not;  we  bring  thee  the  promise  of  a  wise  son.  He  said,  Do  ye  bring 
me  the  promise  of  a  son  now  old  age  hath  overtaken  me .''  what  is  it 
therefore  that  ye  tell  me  .'*  They  said,  We  have  told  thee  the  truth  : 
be  not  therefore  one  of  those  who  despair.  He  answered.  And  who 
despaireth  of  the  mercy  of  GOD,  except  those  who  err  ?  And  he 
said.  What  is  your  errand  therefore,  O  messengers  of  God  ?  They 
answered,  Verily  we  are  sent  to  destroy  a  wicked  people  :  but  as  for 
the  family  of  Lot,  we  will  save  them  all,  except  his  wife  ;  we  have 
decreed  that  she  shall  be  o?te  of  those  who  remain  behind  to  be 
destroyed  with  the  i7ifidels.  And  when  the  messengers  came  to  the 
family  of  Lot,  he  said  unto  theyn,  Verily  ye  are  people  who  are  un- 
known to  me.  They  answered,  But  we  are  come  unto  thee  to  execute 
that  sentence,  concerning  which,  your  fellow-citizens  doubted  :  we  tell 
thee  a  certaiti  truth  ;  and  we  are  messengers  of  veracity.  Therefore 
lead  forth  thy  family,  in  some  time  of  the  night ;  and  do  thou  follow 
behind  them,  and  let  none  of  you  turn  back  ;  but  go  whether  ye  are 
commanded.^  And  we  gave  him  this  ccmmand;  because  the  utmost 
remnant  of  those  people  was  to  be  cut  off  in  the  morning.  And  the 
inhabitants  of  the  city  came  tmto  Lot,  reioicing  at  the  news  of  the 
arrival  of  some  strangers.  And  he  said  unto  them,  Verily  these  are 
rny  guests  :  wherefore  do  not  disgrace  me  by  abusi7ig  themj  but 
fear  God,  and  put  me  not  to  shame.  They  answered.  Have  we  not 
forbidden  thee  from  entertaining  or  protecting  any  man  ?  Lot  replied, 
These  are  my  daughters;  therefore  rather  make  use  of  them,  if  ye  b& 
resolved  to  do  what  ye  purpose.  As  thou  livest  they  wander  in  their 
folly."  Wherefore  a  terrible  storm  from  heaven  assailed  them  at  sun- 
rise: and  we  turned  the  city  upside  down;  and  we  rained  on  them 
stones  of  baked  clay.  Verily  herein  are  signs  unto  men  of  sagacity, 
and  those  cities  were  p7<f,7iished,  to  point  out  a  right  way  for  7/te7i  to 
walk  i7i.      Verily  herein  is  a  sign    unto   the   true  believers.     The 

y  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  71 
^  That  is,  all  hatred  and  ill-will  which  they  bore  each  other  in  their  lifetime  ;  or,  as  some 
choose  toexpound  it,  all  envy  or  heart-burning  on  account  of  the  different  degrees  of  honour 
and  happiness  to  which  the  blessed  will  be  promoted  according  to  their  respective  merits. 

=^  Never  turning  their  backs  to  one  another  ;  2  which  might  be  construed  a  sign  of  con- 
tempt. 

^  See  chapter  II,  p.  165,  &c. 

'What  occasioned  Abraham's  apprehension  was,  either  their  sudden  entering  without  leave 
o"^  i'\eir  coming  at  an  unseasonable  time  ;  or  else  their  not  eating  with  him. 

^  Wnich  was  into  Syria  ;  or  into  Egypt. 

^  Some  will  have  these  words  spoken  by  the  angels  to  Lot ;  others,  by  God  to  Mo- 
hammed. 

See  chapter  7,  p.  108,  note,  7.  2  Jallalo'ddin.  3  Al  Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddin. 
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inhabitants  of  the  wood  7tgar  Alidian '  were  also  ungodly  :  wherefore 
we  took  vengeance  on  them.*  And  both  of  them  were  destroyed,  to 
serve  as  a  manifest  ruley^r  men  to  direct  their  actions  by.  And  the 
inhabitants  of  Al  Hejr*"  likewise  heretofore  accused  the  niessengers 
of  God  of  imposture  :  and  we  produced  our  signs  unto  them,  but 
they  retired  afar  otf  from  the  same.  And  they  hewed  houses  out  of 
the  mountains,  to  secure  themselves.  But  a  terrible  noise  from 
heaven  assailed  them  in  the  morning  :  neither  was  what  they  had 
wrought  of  any  advantage  unto  them.  We  have  not  created  the 
heavens  and  the  earth,  and  whatever  is  contained  between  them, 
otherwise  than  in  justice  :  and  the  hour  of  judgment  shall  surely 
come.  Wherefore,  O  Mohajnmedy  forgive  thy  people  with  a  gracious 
forgiveness.*  Verily  thy  LORD  is  the  creator  of  thee  and  of  them, 
and  knoweth  what  is  most  expedient.  We  have  already  brought 
unto  thee  seven  verses  which  are  frequently  to  be  repeated,'  and  the 
glorious  Koran.  Cast  not  thine  eyes  on  the  good  things  which  we 
have  bestowed  on  several  of  the  tinbelievers,  so  as  to  covet  the  same ;^ 
neither  be  thou  grieved  on  their  account.  Behave  thyself  with 
meekness  towards  the  true  believers  ;  and  say,  I  am  a  public  preacher. 
If  they  believe  not,  we  will  inflict  a  like  punishment  o?i  thejn,  as  we 
have  inflicted  on  the  dividers,'  who  distinguished  the  Koran  into 
different  parts  ;  for  by  thy  LORD,  we  will  demand  an  account  from 
chem  all,  of  that  which  they  have  wrought.  Wherefore  publish  that 
which  tliou  hast  been  commanded,  and  withdraw  from  the  idolaters. 
We  will  surely  take  thy  part  against  the  scoffers,™  who  associate  with 

'  To  whom  Shoaib  was  also  sent,  as  well  as  to  the  inhabitants  of  Midian._  Abulfeda  says 
tTiese  people  dwelt  near  Tabflc,  and  that  they  were  not  of  the  same  tribe  with  Shoaib.  See 
ilso  Geog.  Nub.  no. 

«  Destrojnng  them,  for  their  incredulity  and  disobedience,  by  a  hot  suffocating  wind.' 

"  Who  were  the  tribe  of  Thamftd.^ 
This  verse,  it  is  said,  was  abrogated  by  that  of  the  sword. 

That  is,  the  first  chapter  of  the  Koran,  which  consists  of  so  many  verses  :  though  some 
suppose  the  seven  long  chapters  ^  are  here  intended. 

k  That  is.  Do  not  envy  or  covet  their  worldly  prosperity,  since  thou  hast  received,  in  the 
Koran,  a  blessing,  in  comparison  whereof  all  that  we  have  bestowed  on  them  ought  to  be 
contemned  as  of  no  value.  Al  Eeidawi  mentions  a  tradition,  that  Mohammed  meeting  at 
Adhri3,t  (a  town  of  Syria)  seven  caravans,  very  richly  laden,  belonging  to  some  Jews  of  the 
tribes  of  Koreidha  and  al  Nadir,  his  men  had  a  great  mind  to  plunder  them,  saying.  That 
those  riches  would  be  of  great  service  for  the  propagation  of  God's  true  religion.  But  the 
prophet  represented  to  them,  by  this  passage,  that  they  had  no  reason  to  repine,  God  having 
given  them  the  seven  verses,  which  were  infinitely  more  valuable  than  those  seven  caravans.* 

'  Some  interpret  the  original  word,  the  obstnicters,  who  hindered  men  from  entering  Mecca, 
to  visit  the  temple,  lest  they  should  be  persuaded  to  embrace  Islam  :  and  this,  it  is  said,  was 
done  by  ten  men,  who  were  all  slain  at  Bedr.  Others  translate  the  word,  ivho  boitnd  them- 
selves by  oath ;  and  suppose  certain  Thamfldites,  who  swore  to  kill  Saleh  by  night,  are  here 
meant.  But  the  sentence  more  probably  relates  to  the  Jews  and  Christians,  who  (say  the 
Mohammedans)  receive  some  part  of  the  scriptures,  and  reject  others ;  and  also  approved  of 
some  passages  of  the  Koran,  and  disapproved  of  others,  according  to  their  prejudices  ;  or 
else  to  the  unbelieving  Meccans,  some  of  whom  called  the  Koran  a  piece  of  witchcraft; 
others,  flights  of  divination  ;  others,  old  stories  ;  and  others,  a  poetical  composition.* 

This  passage,  it  is  said,  was  revealed  on  account  of  five  noble  Koreish.  whose  names 
were  al  Walid  Ebn  al  Mogheira,  al  As  Ebn  Wave!,  Oda  Ebn  Kais,  al  Aswad  Ebn  Abd 
Vaghftth,  and  al  Aswad  Ebn  al  Motalleb.  These  were  inveterate  enemies  of  Mohammed, 
continually  persecuting  him,  and  turning  him  into  ridicule  ;  wherefore  at  length  Gabriel 
came  and  told  hin-  that  he  was  commanded  to  take  his  part  against  them  ;  avl  on  the  angel'* 
making  a  sign  towards  them  one  after  another,  al  Walid  passing  by  some  arrows,  one   of 

1  Tidem,    2  Sec  chapter  7,  p.  113,  ftc,  and  Prel.  Disc.  p.  5.     '  See  ch.ipter  9,  p.  134,  note  •. 
Al  Beidawi.  '  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin. 
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God  another  god  ;  they  shall  surely  know  their  folly.  And  now  we 
well  know  that  thou  art  deeply  concerned  on  ascount  of  that  which 
they  say  :  but  do  thou  celebrate  the  praise  of  thy  Lord  ;  and  be  one 
of  those  who  worship ;  and  serve  thy  Lord,  until  deaths  shall  over- 
take thee. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

ENTITLED,  THE  BEE  ;  *  REVEALED  AT   MECCA.^ 

IN   THE   NAME   OF  THE   MOST   MERCIFUL  GOD. 

TH  PI  sentence  of  God  will  surely  come  to  be  executed;  wherefore  do 
not  hasten  it.  Praise  be  unto  him  !  and  far  be  that  from  him 
which  they  associate  with  him  /  He  shall  cause  the  angels  to  descend 
wnth  a  revelation  by  his  command,  unto  such  of  his  servants  as  he 
pleaseth,  saying,  Preach  that  there  is  no  God,  except  myself ;  therefore 
fear  me.  He  hath  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth  to  manifest  his 
justice  :  far  be  that  from  him  which  they  associate  with  him  !  He 
hath  created  man  of  seed  ;  7m6.  yet  behold,  he  is  a  professed  disputer 
against  the  resurrection.'^  He  hath  likewise  created  the  cattle  for  you  : 
from  them  ye  have  wherewith  to  keep  yourselves  warm/  and  other 
advantages  ;  and  of  them  do  ye  also  eat.  And  they  are  likewise  a 
credit  unto  you,^  when  ye  drive  them  home  lit  the  evening,  and  when  ye 
lead  the?n  forth  to  feed  in  the  morning  :  and  they  carry  your  burthens  to 
a  distant  country,  at  which  ye  could  not  otherwise  arrive,  unless  with 
great  difficulty  to  yourselves  ;  for  your  Lord  is  compassionate  and 
merciful.  And  he  hath  also  created  horses,  and  mules,  and  asses,  that 
ye  may  ride  thereon,  and  for  an  ornament  7mto  you;  and  he  likewise 
createth  other  things  which  ye  know  not.  //  appertaineth  unto  GOD, 
to  instruct  men  in  the  right  way  ;  and  there  is  who  turneth  aside  from 
the  same  :  but  if  he  had  pleased,  he  would  certainly  have  directed  you 
all.  It  is  he  who  sendeth  down  from  heaven  rain  water,  whereof  ye 
have  to  drink,  and  from  which  plants,  whereon  ye  feed  your  cattle, 
receive  their  ttourishment.     And  by  means  thereof  he  causeth  corn, 

them  hitched  in  his  garment,  and  he,  out  of  pride,  not  stooping  to  take  it  off,  but  walking 
forward,  the  head  of  it  cut  a  vein  in  his  heel,  and  he  bled  to  death  ;  al  As  was  killed  with  a 
thorn,  which  stuck  into  the  sole  of  his  foot,  and  caused  his  leg  to  swell  to  a  monstrous  size  ; 
Oda  died  with  violent  and  perpetual  sneezing ;  al  Aswad  Ebn  Abd  Yaghuth  ran  his  head 
against  a  thorny  tree  and  killed  himself;  and  al  Aswad  Ebn  al  Motalleb  was  struck  blind.' 
■  Literally,  That  which  is  certain. 

•  This  insect  is  mentioned  about  the  middle  of  the  chapter. 
P  Except  the  three  last  verses. 

1  The  person  particularly  intended  in  this  place  was  Obba  Ebn  Khalf,  who  came  to 
Mohammed  with  a  rotten  bone,  and  asked  him  whether  it  was  possible  for  God  to  restore  it 
iolife.2 

'  viz.,  Their  skins,  wool,  and  hair,  which  serve  you  for  clothing. 

*  B?ing  a  grace  to  your  court-yards,  and  a  credit  to  you  in  the  eyes  of  your  neighbours,* 

1  Al  Beidawi.  2  Idem  '  Idem. 
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and  olives,  and  palm-trees,  and  grapes,  and  all  kinds  of  fruits  to  spring 
forth  for  you.  Surely  herein  is  a  sign  of  the  divine  power  a?td  wisdom 
unto  people  who  consider.  And  he  hath  subjected  the  night  and  the 
day  to  your  service  ;  and  the  sun,  and  the  moon,  and  the  stars,  which 
are  compelled  to  serve  by  his  command.  Verily  herein  are  signs  unto 
people  of  understanding.  And  he  hath  also  given  you  dominion  over 
whatever  he  hath  created  for  you  in  the  earth,  distinguished  by  its 
different  colour.^  Surely  herein  is  a  sign  unto  people  who  reflect.  It 
is  he  who  hath  subjected  the  sea  ufito  yoit,  that  ye  might  eat  fish" 
thereout,  and  take  from  thence  ornaments*  for  you  to  wear  :  and  thou 
seest  the  ships  ploughing  the  waves  thereof,  that  ye  may  seek  to  eniich 
yourselves  of  his  abundance,  by  cojnmerce  j  and  that  ye  might  give 
thanks.  And  he  hath  thrown  upon  the  earth  mountains  firmly  rooted, 
lest  it  should  move  with  you,y  and  also  rivers,  and  paths,  that  ye  might 
be  directed  :  and  he  hath  likewise  or  daisied  marks  whereby  men  may 
Jcjiow  their  way ;  and  they  are  directed  by  the  stars.*  Shall  God 
therefore  who  createth,  be  as  he  who  createth  not  "i  Do  ye  not  there- 
fore consider  ?  If  ye  atte?npt  to  reckon  up  the  favours  of  GOD,  ye 
shall  not  be  able  to  compute  their  number :  GOD  is  surely  gracious, 
and  merciful ;  and  GOD  knoweth  that  which  ye  conceal  and  that  which 
ye  publish.  But  the  idols  which  ye  invoke,  besides  GOD,  create  nothing, 
but  are  themselves  created.  They  are  dead,  and  not  living  ;  neither 
do  they  understand  when  they  shall  be  raised.*  Your  GoD  is  one 
God.  As  to  those  who  believe  not  in  the  life  to  come,  their  hearts 
deny  the  plainest  evidence,  and  they  proudly  reject  the  truth.  There 
is  no  doubt  but  God  knoweth  that  which  they  conceal  and  that  which 
they  discover  :  verily  he  loveth  not  the  proud.  And  when  it  is  said 
unto  them.  What  hath  your  Lord  sent  down  unto  Mohammed?  they 
answer.  Fables  of  ancient  tiiiies.  Thus  are  they  given  up  to  error., 
that  they  may  bear  their  own  burthens  without  diminution  on  the  day 
of  resurrection,  and  also  a  part  of  the  burthens  of  those  whom  they 
caused  to  err,  without  l^nowledge.  Will  it  not  be  an  evil  burthen 
which  they  shall  bear  ?  Their  predecessors  devised  plots  heretofore  ; 
but  God  came  unto  their  building,  to  overthrow  it  from  the  founda- 
tions :  and  the  roof  fell  on  them  from  above,  and  a  punishment  came 
upon  them,  from  whence  they  did  not  expect.^    Also  on  the  day  of 

»  That  is,  of  every  kind ;  the  various  colour  of  things  being  one  of  their  chief  distinc- 
tions.' 

•  Literally, yVr^/^  flesh;  by  which  fish  is  meant,  as  being  naturally  more  fresh,  and  sooner 
liable  to  corruption,  than  the  flesh  of  birds  and  beasts.  The  expression  is  thought  to  have 
been  made  use  of  here  the  rather,  because  the  production  of  such  fresh  food  from  salt  water 
is  an  instance  of  God's  power.^ 

■  As  peans  and  coral. 

y  The  Mohammedans  suppose  that  the  earth,  when  first  created,  was  smooth  and  equal, 
and  thereby  liable  to  a  circular  motion  as  well  as  the  celestial  orbs ;  and  that  the  angels 
asking,  who  could  be  able  to  stand  on  so  tottering  a  frame,  GoD  fixed  it  the  next  morning  by 
throwing  the  mountains  on  it. 

•  Which  are  their  guides,  not  only  at  sea,  but  also  on  land,  when  they  tr.nvel  by  night 
through  the  deserts.  The  stars  which  they  observe  for  this  purpose,  are  either  the  Pleiades, 
or  some  of  those  near  the  Pole. 

•  I.e.,  At  what  time  they  or  their  worshippers  shaH  be  raised  to  receive  judgment 

•  Some  understand  this  passage  figuratively,  of  God's  disappointing  their  wickeJ  designs  ; 
Out  others  suppose  the  words  literally  relate  to  the  tower  which  Nimrod  (whom  the  Moham- 
ttieUaas  will  have  to  be  the  son  of  Cannan,  the  son  of  Ham,  and  so  the  nephew  of  Cusli,  and 

'  Idem.  '  Idem. 
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resurrection  he  will  cover  them  with  shame  ;  and  will  say,  Where  are 
my  companions,  concerning  whom  ye  disputed  ?  Those  unto  whom 
knowledge  shall  have  been  given,''  shall  answer,  I'hi?  day  j/z<3:// shame 
and  misery  fall  upon  the  unbelievers.  They  whom  the  angels  shall 
cause  to  die,  having  dealt  unjustly  with  their  own  souls,  shall  offer  to 
make  their  peace ^  in  ike  article  of  death,  saying,  We  have  done  no 
evil.  But  the  angels  shall  reply,  Yea  ;  verily  God  well  knoweth  that 
which  ye  have  wrought:  wherefore  enter  the  gates  of  hell,  therein  to 
remainyi7r  ever  j  and  miserable  shall  be  the  abode  of  the  proud.  And 
it  shall  be  said  unto  those  who  shall  fear  God,  What  hath  your  Lord 
sent  down  ?  They  shall  answer,  Good  :  unto  those  who  do  right  shall 
be  given  an  excellent  reward  in  this  world ;  but  the  dwelling  of  the 
next  life  shall  be  better  ;  and  happy  shall  be  the  dwelling  of  the  pious  ! 
namely,  gardens  of  eternal  abode,^  into  which  they  shall  enter  ;  rivers 
shall  flow  beneath  the  same  ;  therein  shall  they  enjoy  whatever  they 
wish.  Thus  will  God  recompense  the  pious.  Unto  the  righteous 
whom  the  angels  shall  cause  to  die,  they  shall  say,  Peace  be  upon 
you  ;  enter  ye  into  paradise,  as  a  rewa^'d  for  that  which  ye  have 
wrought.  Do  the  imbelievers  expect  any  other  than  that  the  angels 
come  unto  them,  to  part  their  souls  from  their  bodies ;  or  that  the 
sentence  of  thy  Lord  come  to  be  executed  on  them?  So  did  they 
act  who  were  before  them  ;  and  God  was  not  unjust  towards  them  in 
that  he  destroyed  thenij  but  they  dealt  unjustly  with  their  own  souls  : 
the  evils  of  that  which  they  committed,  reached  them  ;  and  the  divine 
ituigment  which  they  scoffed  at,  fell  upon  them.  The  idolaters  say. 
If  God  had  pleased,  we  had  not  worshipped  anything  besides  him, 
neither  had  our  fathers  :  neither  had  we  forbidden  anything,  without 
him.f  So  did  they  who  were  before  them.  But  is  the  duty  of  the 
apostles  afty  other,  than  public  preaching?  We  have  heretofore 
raised  up  in  every  nation  an  apostle  to  admo7iish  them,  saying. 
Worship  God,  and  avoid  Taghut.s  And  of  them  the7'e  were  some 
whom  God  directed,  and  there  were  others  of  them  who  were  decreed 
to  go  astray.  Wherefore  go  through  the  earth,  O  tribe  of  Koj'eish, 
and  see  what  hath  been  the  end  of  those  who  accused  their  apostles 
of  imposture.  If  thou,  O  prophet,  dost  earnestly  wish  for  their  direc- 
tion ;  verily  GOD  will  not  direct  him  whom  he  hath  7'esolved  to  lead 
into  error  ;  neither  shall  they  have  any  helpers.  And  they  swear  most 
solemnly  by  GOD,  saying,  GOD  Avill  not  raise  the  dead.  Yea  ;  the 
promise  thereof  is  true  :  but  the  greater  part  of  men  know  it  not.     He 

not  his  son)  built  in  Babel,    and  carried  to  an  immense  height  (five  thousand  cubits,  say 
some),  foolishly  purposing  thereby  to  ascend  to  heaven  and  wage  war  with  the  inhabitants  o( 
that  place  ;  but  God  frustiated  his  attempt,  utterly  overthrowing  the  tower  by  a  violem 
wind  and  earthquake.' 
^  z/iz-.The  prophets,  and  the  teachers  and  professors  of  God's  unity  ;  or,  the  angels. 

•  Making  their  submission,  and  humbly  excusing  their  evil  actions,  as  proceeding  from 
ignorance,  and  not  from  obstinacy  or  malice.  ^ 

•  Literally,  gardens  of  Eden.     See  chapter  9,  p.  142, 

'  This  they  spoke  in  a  scoffing  manner,  justifying  their  idolatry  and  superstitious  abstain- 
ing from  certain  cattle,^  by  pretending,  that  had  these  things  been  disagreeable  to  God,  he 
would  not  have  suffered  them  to  be  practised. 

6  See  chapter  2,  p.  28. 

•  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin.  Vide  D'Hcrbel,  Dibl.  Orient  Art.  Nimrod  ^  lidem  Interp 
•  Ste  chapter  6,  p.  102,  &c. 
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will  raise  ilion  that  he  may  clearly  show  them  the  Irulh  concerning 
ivhich  they  now  disagree,  and  tliat  the  unbelievers  may  know  that 
they  are  hars.  Verily  our  speech  unto  anything,  when  we  will  the 
same,  is^  that  we  only  say  unto  it,  Be  ;  and  it  is.  As  for  those  who 
have  fled  their  country  for  the  sake  of  God,  after  they  had  been  un- 
justly persecuted  ;*•  we  will  surely  provide  them  an  excellent  habitation 
in  this  world,  but  the  reward  of  the  next  life  shall  be  greater ;  if  they 
knew  ?■/.'  They  who  persevere  patiently,  and  put  their  trust  in  their 
Lord,  shall  not  fail  of  happiness  in  this  life  and  in  that  which  is  to 
come.  We  have  not  sent  any  before  thee,  as  our  apostles^  other  than 
men,^  unto  whom  we  spake  by  revelation.  Inquire  therefore  of  those 
who  have  the  custody  of  the  scriptures,  if  ye  know  not  this  to  be  truth. 
We  sent  iheni  with  evident  miracles.,  and  written  revelations  ;  and  we 
jiave  sent  down  unto  thee  this  Koran,^'  that  thou  mayest  declare  unto 
mankind  that  which  hath  been  sent  down  unto  them,  and  that  they 
may  consider.  Are  they  who  have  plotted  evil  against  their  prophet 
secure,  that  God  will  not  cause  the  earth  to  cleave  under  them,  or  that 
a  punishment  will  not  come  upon  them,  from  whence  they  do  not 
expect ;  or  that  he  will  not  chastise  them  while  they  are  busied  in 
travelling  from  one  place  to  another.,  and  ijt  trafjicf  (for  they  shall 
not  be  alDJe  to  elude  the  power  of  God,)  or  that  he  will  not  chastise 
them  by  a  gradual  destruction  ?  Ikit  your  Lord  is  truly  gracious  and 
merciful  in  graiitijig  you  respite.  Do  they  not  consider  the  things 
which  God  hath  createth  ;  whose  shadows  are  cast  on  the  right  hand 
and  on  the  left,  worshipping  God,'  and  become  contracted  ?  What- 
ever moveth  both  in  heaven  and  on  earth,  worshippeth  GOD,  and  the 
angels  also ;  and  they  are  not  exalted  with  pride,  so  as  to  disdaiti  his 
service  :  they  fear  their  Lord,  who  is  exalted  above  them,  and  perform 
that  which  they  are  commanded.  God  said,  Take  not  Jinto  yourselves 
two  gods  ;  for  there  is  but  one  GOD  :  and  revere  me.  Unto  him 
belongeth  whatsoever  is  in  heaven  and  on  earth  ;  and  unto  him  is 
obedience  eternally  due.  Will  ye  therefore  fear  any  besides  GOD  ? 
Whatever  favours  ye  have  received,  are  certainly  from  GOD  ;  and  when 
evil  afflicteth  you,  unto  him  do  ye  make  your  supplication  ;  yet  when 
he  taketh  the  evil  from  off  you,  behold,  a  part  of  you  give  a  companion 
unto  their  LORD,  to  show  their  ingratitude  for  the  favours  we  have 
bestowed  on  them.  Delight  yourselves  i?i  the  enjoyments  of  this  life  : 
but  hereafter  shall  ye  know  that  ye  cannot  escape  the  divine  vengeance. 
And  they  set  apart  unto  idols  which  have  no  knowledge,"*  a  part  of 

^  Some  suppose  the  prophet  and  the  companions  of  his  (light  in  general,  are  here  intended  : 
others  suppose  that  those  are  particularly  meant  in  this  place,  who,  after  Mohammed's 
departure,  were  imprisoned  at  Rlecca  on  account  of  their  having  embraced  his  reiigion,  and 
sufifered  great  persecution  from  the  Koreish  ;  as,  Belal,  Soheib,  Khabbab,  AmmAr,  Abes, 
Abu'l  Jandal,  and  Sohail.' 

'  It'is  uncertain  whether  the  pronoun  they  relates  to  tlio  infidels,  or  to  the  true  believers. 
If  to  the  former,  the  consequence  would  be,  that  they  would  be  desirous  of  attaining  to  the 
h.-.upiness  of  the  Mohajerin,  by  professing  the  same  faith  ;  if  to  the  latter,  the  knowledge  cf 
this  is  urged  as  a  motive  to  patience  and  perseverance.^ 

J  .See  chapter  7,  p.  no,  note';  chapter  12.  p.  189,  &c. 

•>  Literally,  this  admonition.^ 

'  See  chapter  13,  p.  182,  note  c. 

»  Or,  ivhich  they  know  not ;  foolishly  imagining  that  they  have  power  to  help  them,  or 
iiUerest  with  God  to  intercede  for  them. 

1  Al  Beidawi.  "  Idem.  '  Sec  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Seci.  III.  p.  a 
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the  food  which  we  nave  provided  for  them.  By  GOD,  ye  shall  surely 
be  called  to  account  for  that  which  ye  have  falsely  devised.  They 
attribute  daughters  unto  God  ;°  (far  be  it  from  him  !)  but  unto  them- 
selves children  of  the  sex  which  they  desire."  And  when  any  of  them 
is  told  the  news  of  the  birth  of  a  female,  his  face  becometh  black,P 
and  he  is  deeply  afflicted  :  he  hideth  himself  from  the  people,  because 
of  the  ill  tidings  which  have  been  told  him  ;  considering  within 
himself  whether  he  shall  keep  it  with  disgrace,  or  whether  he  shall 
bury  it  in  the  dust.  Do  they  not  make  an  ill  judgment  ?  Unto 
those  who  believe  not  in  the  next  life,  the  similitude  of  evil  ought  to 
be  applied,  <in^  unto  God  the  most  sublime  similitude:  <!  for  he  is 
mighty  a}td  wise.  If  GOD  should  punish  men  for  their  iniquity 
he  Avould  not  leave  on  the  ea?'th  any  moving  thing  :  but  he  giveth 
them  respite  unto  an  appointed  time  ;  and  when  their  time  shall  come, 
they  shall  not  be  respited  an  hour,  neither  shall  their  ptinishinent  be 
anticipated.  They  attribute  unto  God  that  which  they  dislike  them- 
selves,'" and  their  tongues  utter  a  lie  ;  namely,  that  the  reward  of 
-paradise  is  for  them.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  fire  of  hell  is 
p7'epared  for  them,  and  that  they  shall  be  sent  thither  before  the  rest 
of  the  wicked.  By  GOD,  we  have  heretofore  sent  viessetigers  unto  the 
nations  before  thee  :  but  Satan  prepared  their  works  for  them  ;  he 
was  their  patron  in  this  world,'  and  in  that  which  is  to  come  they 
shall  suffer  a  grievous  torment.  We  have  not  sent  down  the  book  of 
the  Koran  unto  \\\QQ,for  any  other  purpose,  than  that  thou  shouldest 
declare  unto  them  that  trttth  concerning  which  they  disagree  ;  and 
for  a  direction  and  mercy  unto  people  who  believe.  GOD  sendeth 
down  water  from  heaven,  and  causeth  the  earth  to  revive  after  it  hath 
been  dead  Verily  herein  is  a  sign  of  the  resurrection  unto  people 
who  hearken.  Ye  have  also  in  cattle  an  example  of  instruction  :  we 
give  you  to  drink  of  that  which  is  in  their  bellies,  a  liquor  between 
digested  dregs,  and  blood  ;*  namely  pure  milk,"  which  is  swallowed 
with  pleasure  by  those  who  drink  it.  And  of  the  fruits  of  palm-trees, 
and  of  grapes,  ye  obtain  an  inebriating  liquor,  and  also  good  nourish- 

Ah  to  the  ancient  Arabs  setting  apart  a  certain  portion  of  the  produce  of  their  lands  for 
their  idols,  and  their  superstitions  abstaining  from  the  use  of  certain  cattle,  in  honour  to  the 
srme,  see  chapter  5,  p.  86,  and  chapter  6,  p.  102,  and  the  notes  there. 

"  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  p.  14.  Al  Deidawi  says,  that  the  tiiljes  of  Khozilah  and  Kenana, 
iH  particular,  used  to  call  the  angels  the  d^uighters  of  God. 

•  viz.,  Sons  :  for  the  birth  of  a  daughter  was  looked  on  as  a  kind  of  misfortune  among  the 
Arabs  ;  and  they  often  used  to  put  them  to  death  by  burying  them  alive.' 

P  i.e..  Clouded  with  confusion  and  sorrow. 

1  This  passage  condemns  the  Meccans'  injudicious  and  blasphemous  application  of  such 
circumstances  to  God  as  were  unworthy  of  him,  and  not  only  derogatory  to  the  perfections 
of  tbe_ Deity,  but  even  disgraceful  to  man  ;  while  they  arrogantly  applied  the  more  honour- 
able circnnstancei-.  to  themselves. 

»  By  givmg  him  daughters,  and  associates  in  power  and  honoiu- ;  by  disregarding  his 
messengers  ;  and  by  setting  apart  the  better  share  of  the  presents  and  offerings  for  their  idols, 
and  the  worse  for  him.' 

•  Or,  He  is  the  patron  0/  them  (viz.  the  Koreish)  this  day.  Sec. 

«  The  mUk  consisting  of  certain  particles  of  the  blood,  supplied  from  the  riner  parts  of  the 
ailment.  Ebn  Abbas  says,  that  the  grosser  parts  of  the  food  subside  into  excrement,  and 
that  the  finer  parts  are  converted  into  milk,  and  the  finest  of  all  into  blood. 

u  llaving  neither  the  colour  of  the  blood,  nor  the  smell  oi  the  excrements. 

'  See  chapter  81.  '  AI  Beidaw" 
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ment.'^  Verily  herein  is  a  sign  unto  people  who  unders  and.  '  Thy 
Lord  spake  by  inspiration  unto  the  bee,  saying,  provide  thee  houses  7 
in  the  mountains,  and  in  the  trees,  and  of  those  materials  wherewith 
men  build  hives  for  thee  :  then  eat  of  every  kind  of  fruit,  and  walk  in 
the  beaten  paths  of  thy  LORD.*  There  proceedeth  from  the^'r  belhes 
a  liquor  of  various  colours  ;^  wherein  is  a  medicine  for  men.^  Verily 
herein  is  a  sign  unto  people  who  consider.  GOD  hath  created  you, 
and  he  will  hereafter  cause  you  to  die  :  and  some  of  you  shall  have 
his  life  prolonged  to  a  decrepit  age,  so  that  he  shall  forget  whatever 
he  knew  ;  for  GOD  is  wise  and  powerful.  GOD  causeth  some  of  you 
to  excel  others  in  worldly  possessions  :  yet  they  who  are  caused  to 
excel,  do  not  give  their  w^ealth  unto  the  slaves  whom  their  right  hands 
possess,  that  they  may  become  equal  sharers  therein.*  Do  they  there- 
fore deny  the  beneficence  of  GOD  ?  GOD  hath  ordained  you  wives 
from  among  yourselves,^  and  of  your  wives  hath  granted  you  children 
and  grandchildren  ;  and  hath  bestowed  on  you  good  things  for  food. 
Will  they  therefore  believe  in  that  which  is  vain,  and  ungratefully 
deny  the  goodness  of  GOD  .?  They  worship,  besides  GOD,  idols  which 
possess  nothing  wherewith  to  sustain  them,  either  in  heaven,  or  on 
earth  ;  and  have  no  power.  Wherefore  liken  not  anything  unto 
GOD  :*  for  God  knoweth,  but  ye  know  not.  GOD  propoundeth  as  a 
parable  a  possessed  slave,  who  hath  power  over  nothing,  and  him  on 
whom  we  have  bestowed  a  good  provision  from  us,  and  who  giveth 
alms  thereout  both  secretly  and  openly :'  shall  these  two  be  esteem^^d 
equal  ?     God  forbid  !     But  the  greater  part  of  them  know  it  not. 

«  Not  only  wine,  which  is  forbidden,  but  also  lawful  food,  as  dates,  raisins,  a  kind  of 
honey  flowing  from  the  dates,  and  vinegar. 

Some  have  supposed  that  these  words  allow  the  moderate  use  of  wine ;  but  the  contrary  is 
the  received  opinion. 

y  So  the  apartments  which  the  bee  builds  are  her<i  called,  because  of  their  beautiful  work- 
manship, and  admirable  contrivance,  which  no  geometrician  can  excel.- 

»  i.e  ,  The  ways  through  which,  by  God's  power,  the  bitter  flowers  passing  the  bee  s 
stomach  become  honey  ;  or,  the  methods  of  making  honey,  which  he  has  taught  her  by 
instinct ;  or  else  the  ready  way  home  from  the  distant  places  to  which  that  insect  flies.  3 

*  viz..  Honey  ;  the  colour  of  which  is  very  different,  occasioned  by  the  different  plants  on 
which  the  bees  feed  ;  some  being  white,  some  yellow,  some  red,  and  some  black.* 

""  The  same  being  not  only  good  food,  but  a  useful  remedy  in  several  distempers,  parti- 
cularly those  occasioned  by  phlegm.  There  is  a  story,  that  a  man  came  once  to  Rlohammed, 
and  told  him  that  his  brother  was  afflicted  with  a  violent  pain  in  his  belly  :  upon  which  the 
prophet  bade  him  give  him  some  honey.  The  fellow  took  his  advice  ;  but  soon  after  coming 
again,  told  him  that  the  medicine  had  done  his  brother  no  manner  of  service  :  Mohammed 
answered.  Go  a7id  give  hitn  more  honey,  JbrGon  speaks  trtith,  and  thy  brothers  belly  lies. 
And  the  dose  being  repeated,  the  man,  by  God's  mercy,  was  immediately  cured.* 

e  These  words  reprove  the  idolatrous  Meccans,  who  could  admit  created  beings  to  a  share 
of  the  divine  honour,  though,  they  suffered  not  their  slaves  to  share  with  themselves  in  what 
God  had  bestowed  on- them  * 

♦i  That  is,  of  your  own  nations  and  tribes.  Some  think  the  formation  of  Eve  from  Adam 
is  here  intended 

*  Or  propound  no  similitudes  or  comparisons  between  him  and  his  creatures.  One  argu- 
ment the  Meccans  employed  in  defence  of  their  idolatry,  it  seems,  was,  that  the  worship  of 
inferior  deities  did  honour  to  God  ;  in  the  same  manner  as  the  respect  showed  to  the  servants 
of  a  prince  does  honour  to  the  prince  him.self ' 

'  The  idols  are  here  likened  to  a  slave,  who  is  so  fj  r  from  having  anything  of  his  own,  that 
he  is  himself  in  the  possession  of  another ;  where.as  (>od  is  as  a  rich  free  man,  who  provideth 
for  his  family  abundantly,  and  also  assisteth  others  who  have  need,  both  in  public  and  io 
private.* 

'  See  chapter  2,  p.  27.  "^  Al  Beidflwi.  '  Idem,  Idcir..  '  l«.'«a. 

•  Idem.  '   Idem.  ■  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin. 
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God  also  propoundeth  as  a  parable  two  men  ;  one  of  them  born 
dumb,  who  is  unable  to  do  or  imderstand  anything,  but  is  a  burthen 
unto  his  master  ;  whithersoever  he  shall  send  him,  he  shall  not  return 
with  any  good  sicccess  :  shall  this  vian^  and  he  wlio  hath  his  speech 
and  understanding,  and  who  commandeth  that  whicli  is  just,  and 
followeth  the  right  Avay,  be  esteemed  equal  ?g  Unto  God  alone  is  the 
secret  of  heaven  and  earth  known.  And  the  business  of  the  last 
hour**  shall  be  only  as  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  or  even  more  quick  : 
for  God  is  almighty.  God  hath  brought  you  forth  from  the  wombs 
of  your  mothers  ;  ye  knew  nothing,  and  he  gave  you  the  senses  of 
hearing  and  seeing,  and  understandings,  that  ye  might  give  thanks. 
Do  they  not  behold  the  fowls  which  are  enabled  to  fly  in  the  open 
firmament  of  heaven  ?  none  supporteth  them  except  GOD .  Verily 
herein  are  signs  unto  people  who  believe.  God  hath  also  provided 
j^o'ar  houses  for  habitations  for  you  ;  and  hath  also  provided  you  tents 
of  the  skins  of  cattle,  which  ye  find  light  to  be  removed  on  the  day  of 
your  departure  to  new  quarters.,  and  easy  to  be  pitched  on  the  day  of 
your  sitting  down  therein :  and  of  their  wool,  and  their  fur,  and  their 
/lair  hath  he  supplied  you  with  furniture  and  household-stuff  for  a 
season.  And  God  hath  provided  for  you,  of  that  which  he  hath 
created,  conveniences  to  shade  you  from  the  sun^  and  he  hath  also 
provided  you  places  of  retreat  in  the  mountains,J  and  he  hath  given 
you  garments  to  defend  you  from  the  heat,*^  and  coats  of  mail  to 
defend  you  in  your  wars.  Thus  doth  he  accomplish  his  favour 
towards  you,  that  ye  may  resign  yourselves  nnto  him.  But  if  they 
turn  back  ;  verily  thy  duty  is  public  preaching  only.  They  acknow- 
ledge the  goodness  of  GOD,  and  afterwards  they  deny  the  same  ;'  but 
the  greater  part  of  them  are  unbelievers.™  On  a  certain  day  we  will 
raise  a  witness  out  of  every  nation  :"  then  they  who  shall  have  been 
unbelievers  shall  not  be  suffered  to  excuse  themselves,  neither  shall 
they  be  received  into  favour.  And  when  they  who  shall  have  acted 
unjustly  shall  see  the  torment  prepared  for  them;  (it  shall  not  be 
mitigated  unto  them,  neither  shall  they  be  respited  ;)  and  when  those 
who  shall  have  been  guilty  of  idolatry  shall  see  their  false  gods,°  they 
shall  say,  O  LORD,  these  are  our  idols  which  we  invoked,  besides 
thee.  But  they  shall  return  an  answer  unto  them,  saying,  Verily  ye 
are  liars. p     And  on  that  day  shall  the  wicked  offer  submission  unto 

g  The  idol  is  here  again  represented  under  the  image  of  one  who,  by  a  defect  in  his  senses, 
is  a  useless  burthen  to  the  man  who  maintains  him  ;  and  God,  under  that  of  a  person  com- 
pletely qualified  either  to  direct  or  to  execute  any  useful  undertaking.  Some  suppose  the 
comparison  is  intended  of  3  true  believer  and  an  infidel. 

i*  That  is,  The  resurrection  of  the  dead. 

1  As  trees,  houses,  tents,  mountains,  &c. 

j  -z'lz. ,  Caves  and  grottos,  both  natural  and  artificial. 

>■  Al  Beidilwi  says,  that  ^ one  extreme,  and  that  the  most  insupportable  in  Arabia,  is  here 
put  for  both ;  but  Jallalo'ddin  supposes  that  by  heai  we  are  in  this  place  to  understand 
cold. 

'  Confessing  God  to  be  the_  author  of  all  the  blessings  they  enjoy  ;  and  yet  directing  their 
worship  and  thanks  to  their  idols,  by  whose  intercession  they  imagine  blessings  are 
obtained. 

">  Absolutely  denying  God's  providence,  either  through  ignorance  or  perverscness. 

■  See  chapter  4,  p.  59,  note  «. 

»  Literally,  Their  coinJ>n7tions. 

I  For  that  we  nrc  not  the  companions  of  God,  as  ye  imagined  ;  neither  did  ye  rcaily  serve 
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God  ;  and  the  false  deliics  which  they  imagined  shall  abandon  them. 
As  for  those  who  shall  have  been  infidels,  and  shall  have  turned  aside 
Hhers  from  the  way  of  GoD,  we  v^ill  add  unto  them  punishment  upon 
punishment,  because  they  have  corrupted  others.  On  a  certain  day 
we  will  raise  up  in  every  nation  a  witness  against  them,  from  among 
themselves  ;  and  we  will  bring  thee,  O  Moha^nmed,  as  a  witness 
against  these  Arabians.  We  have  sent  down  unto  thee  the  book  of 
the  Koj-dn,  for  an  explication  of  everything  necessary  both  as  to  faith 
ar,d practice,  and  a  direction,  and  mercy,  and  good  tidings  unto  the 
Moslems.  _  Verily  GoD  commandeth  justice,  and  the  doing  of  good, 
and  the  giving  unto  kindred  what  shall  be  necessary  j  and  he  for- 
biddeth  wickedness,  and  iniquity,  and  oppression  :  he  admonisheth 
you  that  ye  may  remember.^  Perform  yoitr  covenant  with  GOD,^ 
when  ye  enter  into  covenant  with  him;  and  violate  not  yotcr  oaths, 
after  the  ratification  thereof ;  since  ye  have  made  God  a  witness  over 
you.  Verily  GoD  knoweth  that  which  ye  do.  And  be  not  like  unto 
her  who  undoeth  that  which  she  hath  spun,  untwisting  it  after  she 
hath  twisted  it  strongly  ;»  taking  your  oaths  between  you  deceitfully, 
because  one  party  is  more  numerous  than  another  party.*  Verily 
God  only  tempteth  you  therein  ;  and  he  will  make  that  manifest  unto 
you,  on  the  day  of  resurrection,  concerning  which  ye  now  disagree. 
If  God  had  pleased,  he  would  surely  have  made  you  one  people  :•* 
but  he  will  lead  into  error  whom  he  pleaseth,  and  he  will  direct  whom 
he  pleaseth  ;  and  ye  shall  surely  give  an  account  of  that  which  ye 
have  done.  Therefore  take  not  your  oaths  between  yon  deceitfully, 
lest /^//r  foot  slip,  after  it  hath  been  steadfastly  fixed,  and  ye  taste 
evil  in  this  life,  for  that  ye  have  turned  aside  from  the  way  of  GOD  ; 
and  ye  suffer  a  grievous  punishment  i7t  the  life  to  come.  And  sell  not 
the  covenant  of  God  for  a  small  price;*  for  with  GOD  is  a  better 
recompense  prepared  ior  you,  if  ye  be  moi  of  understanding.  That 
which  is  with  you  will  fail ;  but  that  which  is  with  GOD  is  permanent : 
and  we  will  surely  reward  those  who  shall  persevere,  according  to  the 

us,  but  your  own  corrupt  affections  and  lusts  ;  nor  yet  were  ye  led  into  idolatry'  by  us,  but  ye 
fell  into  it  of  your  own  accord.' 

<j  This  verse,  whicli  was  the  occasion  of  the  conversion  of  OlhmAn  Ebn  ^.1.uAn,  the  com- 
mentators say.  containeth  the  whole  whicli  it  is  a  mail's  duty  either  to  perform  or  to  avoid; 
and  is  alone  a  sufficient  demonstration  of  what  is  said  in  the  foregoing  vcim,-.  Under  the 
lliree  things  here  commanded,  they  understand  the  belief  of  God's  unit}',  without  inclining 
to  atheism,  on  the  one  hand,  or  polytheism,  on  the  other ;  obedience  to  the  commands  of 
God  ;  and  charity  towards  those  in  distress.  And  under  the  three  things  forbidden,  they 
comprehend  all  corrupt  and  carnal  affections  ;  all  false  doctrines  and  heretitai  opinions;  and 
all  injustice  towards  man. 2 

'  By  persevering  in  his  true  religion.  Some  think  that  the  oath  of  fidelity  taken  to  ivlo- 
hnmmed  by  his  followers  is  chiefly  intended  here. 

•  Some  suppose  that  a  particidar  woman  is  meant  in  this  passage,  who  used  (like  Penelopel 
to  undo  at  night  the  work  that  she  had  done  in  the  day.  Her  name,  they  say,  was  R'.;ita 
r.int  Sand  Ebn  Teym,  of  the  tribe  of  Koreish.^ 

»  Of  this  insincerity  in  their  alliances  the  Koreish  are  accused;  it  being  usual  with  them. 
when  they  saw  the  enemies  of  their  confederates  to  be  superior  in  force,  to  renounce  their 
league  with  their  old  friends,  and  strike  up  one  with  the  others.* 

■  Or,  :i{  one  religion. 

«  That  is,  He  not  prevailed  on  to  renounce  your  religion,  or  your  engagements  with  yout 
prophet,  by  any  promises  or  gifts  of  the  infidels.  For,  it  seems,  the  Koreish,  to  tempt  the 
poorer  Moslems  to  apostatize,  made  them  offers,  not  very  considerable  indeed,  but  such  as 
ibcy  imagined  might  be  worth  their  acceptance.* 

A!  Deidawi.  '  Idem.  '  Idem.  ♦  Idem  ■'  Idem 
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utmost  merit  of  their  actions.  Whoso  worketh  righteousness,  whether 
he  be  male  or  female,  and  is  a  true  believer,  we  will  surely  raise  him 
to  a  happy  life  ;  and  we  will  give  them  their  reward,  according  to  the 
wivciosx.  merit  of  their  actions.  When  thou  readest  the  Koran,  have 
recourse  unto  God,  that  he  may  preserve  thee  from  Satan  driven  away 
with  stones  -.y  lie  hath  no  power  over  those  who  believe,  and  who  put 
their  confidence  m  their  LORD  ;  but  his  power  is  over  those  only,  who 
take  him  for  their  patron,  and  who  give  companions  unto  God.  When 
we  substitute  in  the  Koj-dn  an  abrogating  verse  in  lieu  of  a  verse 
abrogated^  (and  ■  GOD  best  knoweth  the  fitness  of  that  which  he  re- 
vealeth,)  the  infidels  say,  Thou  art  only  a  forger  of  these  verses :  but 
the  greater  part  of  them  know  not  truth  fro  in  falsehood.  Say,  The 
holy  spirit •»  hath  brought  the  same  down  from  thy  Lord  with  truth  ; 
that  he  may  confirm  those  who  beheve,  and  for  a  direction  and  good 
tidings  unto  the  Moslems.  We  also  know  that  they  say,  Verily,  a 
certain  man  teacheth  him  to  compose  the  Koran.  The  tongue  of  the 
person  unto  whom  they  incline,  is  a  foreign  tojtgue ;  but  this,  wherein 
the  Koran  is  written^  is  the  perspicuous  Arabic  tongue.*     Moreover 

jr  Mohammed  one  day  reading  in  the  Koran,  uttered  a  horrid  blasphemy,  to  the  great 
scandal  of  those  who  were  present,  as  will  be  observed  in  another  place  ; '  to  excuse  which 
he  assured  them  that  those  words  were  put  into  his  mouth  by  the  devil  ;  and  to  prevent  any 
such  accident  for  the  future,  he  is  here  taught  to  bes  God's  protection  before  he  entered  ou 
that  duty.'  Hence  the  Mohammedans,  before  they  begin  to  read  any  part  of  this  book, 
repeat  these  words,  I  have  recourse  imio  God  for  assistaJice  agai7ist  Satan  drivc7i  a^vay 
with  siojies. 

■  viz.,  Gabriel.     See  chapter  2,  p.  10. 

•  This  was  a  great  objection  made  by  the  Meccans  to  the  authority  of  the  Koran ;  for 
when  Mohammed  insisted,  as  a  proof  of  its  divine  original,  that  it  was  impossible  a  man  so 
utterly  unacquainted  with  learning  as  himself  could  compose  such  a  book,  they  replied,  that 
he  had  one  or  more  assistants  in  the  forgery  ;  but  as  to  the  particular  person  or  persons 
suspected  of  this  confederacy,  the  traditions  differ.  One  says  it  was  Jabar,  a  Greek,  servant 
to  Amer  Ebn  al  Hadrami,  who  could  read  and  write  well  ;3  another,  that  they  were  Jabar 
and  YesSr,  two  slaves  who  followed  the  trade  of  sword-cutlers  at  Mecca,  and  used  to  read 
the  pentateuch  and  gospel,  and  had  often  Mohammed  for  their  auditor,  when  he  passed  that 
way.*  Another  tells  us,  it  was  one  A'ish,  or  Yaish,  a  domestic  of  al  Haweiteb  Ebn  Abd  al  Uzza, 
who  was  a  man  of  some  learning,  and  had  embraced  Mohammedism.*  Another  supposes  it 
was  one  Kais,  a  Christian,  whose  house  Moliammed  frequented  ;^  another,  that  it  was  Addtis, 
a  servant  of  Otba  Ebn  Rabia  ;'  and  another,  that  it  was  Salman  the  Persian.* 

According  to  some  Christian  writers, 9  Abdall.Th  Ebn  Salam,  the  Jew  who  was  so  intimate 
with  Mohammed  (named  by  one,  according  to  the  Hebrew  dialect,  Abdias  Ben  Salon  and 
by  another,  Ahdala  Celen),  was  assisting  to  him  in  the  compiling  his  pretended  revelations. 
This  Jew  Dr.  Prideai'x  confounds  with  Salman  the  Persian,  wlio  was  a  very  different  man, 
as  a  late  autiior  10  has  observed  before  me  ;  wherefore,  and  for  that  we  may  have  occasion  to 
speak  of  Salman  hereafter,  it  may  be  proper  to  add  a  brief  e.vtract  of  his  story  as  told  by 
himself.  He  was  of  a  good  family  of  Ispahan,  and,  in  his  youiii^er  years,  left  the  religion  of 
his  country  to  embrace^  Christianity;  and  travelling  into  Syria,  was  advised  by  a  certain 
monk  of  Amuria  to  go  into  Ara^aia,  where  a  prophet  was  expected  to  arise  about  that  iime. 
who  should  establish  the  religion  of  Abraham  ;  and  whom  he  should  know,  among  other 
things,  by  the  seal  o/prof>Jiciy  between  his  shoulders.  Salman  performed  the  journey,  andl 
meeting  with  Mohammeil  at  Koba,  where  he  rested  in  his  flight  to  Medina,  soon  found  him 
to  be  the  person  he  sought,  and  professed  Islam." 

The  general  opinion  of  the  Christians  howevej-  is,  that  the  chiel  help  Mohammed  had  in 
the  contriving  his  Koran,  was  from  a  Nestoriaii  monk  named  Sergius,  supposed  to  be  the 
same  person  with  tlie  monk  I'.oheira,  with  whom  Mohammed  in  his  younger  years  had  some 
conference  at  Bosra,  a  city  of  Syria  Damascena,  where  that  monk  resided.'^    To  confirm 

A  ]  T?"  ??^"- ^t  ^,^P-  ''^-      . ,  '^  Jallalo'ddin,  Al  Beidawi,  Yahya,  S:c.  3  Al  Zamakhshari. 

Al  Leidawi,  Yahya.       «  Al   Zamakh.,  Al   Beidawi.    See  Prid.  Life  of  Mah.  p.  32.     f>  lidera 
«  Jallalo  ddin.  ?  Al  Zamakh.,  Yahya.  »  Al  Zamakh.,  Al  Beidawi.  9  Ricardl 

Confut.  Legis   Saracenicac,  c.  13.     J  oh.  Andreas,  de  Confus.  Secta;  Mahometans;,  c.  2   See 
Prid.  Eife  of  Mah.  pp.  33,  ,^4.  10  Gagnier  not.  in  Abulf.  Vit.  Moh.  p.  74.  il  Ex 

Lbn  Ishak.     Vide  Gagnier,  ibid  ''^  See  Prid.  ubi  sup.  p.  35,  &c.     Gagnier.  ubi  suu 

W'  10,  II.     Marrac.  de  Alot'i.  p.  37. 
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as  for  those  who  beheve  not  in  the  signs  of  God,  God  will  not  direct 
them,  and  they  shall  suffer  a  painful  torment  :  verily  they  imagine  a 
falsehood  who  believe  not  in  the  signs  of  GOD,  and  they  are  really 
I  the  liars.  Whoever  denieth  GOD,  after  he  hath  believed,  except  him 
who  shall  be  compelled  against  his  will,  and  whose  heart  continueth 
steadfast  in  the  faith,  shall  be  severely  chastised :^  but  whoever  shall 
voluntarily  profess  infidehty,  on  those  shall  the  indignation  of  GOD 
fall,  and  they  shall  suffer  a  grievous  punishment.  This  shall  be  their 
sentence,  because  they  have  loved  the  present  life  above  that  which 
is  to  come,  and  for  that  GOD  directeth  not  the  unbelieving  people. 
These  are  they  whose  hearts,  and  hearing,  and  sight  GoD  hath  sealed 
up  ;  and  these  are  the  negligent  :  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  in  the 
next  life  they  shall  perish.  Moreover  thy  Lord  will  be  favourable 
unto  those  who  have  fled  their  country,  after  having  suffered  persecu- 

whicli  supposition,  a  passage  has  been  produced  from  an  Arab  writer,'  who  says  that 
Boheira's  name  in  the  books  of  the  Christians,  is  Sergius  ;  but  this  is  only  a  conjecture  ;  and 
another  '^  tells  us,  his  true  name  was  Said,  or  Felix,  and  his  surname  Boheira.  But  be  that 
as  it  will,  if  Boheira  and  Sergius  were  the  same  man,  I  find  not  the  least  intimation  in  the 
]\Iohammedan  writers  that  he  ever  quitted  his  monastery  to  go  into  Arabia  (as  is  supposed 
by  the  Christians)  ;  and  his  acquaintance  with  Mohammed  at  Bosra  was  too  early  to  favour 
the  surmise  of  his  assisting  him  in  the  Koran,  which  was  composed  long  after  ;  though 
Mohammed  might,  from  his  discourse,  gain  some  knowledge  of  Christianity  and  of  the 
scriptures,  which  might  be  of  use  to  him  therein. 

From  the  answer  given  in  this  passage  of  the  Koran  to  the  objection  of  the  infidels,  viz. 
that  the  person  suspected  by  them  to  have  a  liand  in  the  Koran  spoke  a  foreign  language, 
and  therefore  could  not,  with  any  face  of  probability,  be  supposed  to  assist  in  a  composition 
written  in  the  Arabic  tongue,  and  with  so  5reat  elegance,  it  is  plain  this  peison  was  no 
Arabian.  The  word  Ajami,  which  is  here  used,  signifies  any  foreign  or  barbarous  language 
in  general ;  but  the  Arabs  applying  it  more  particularly  to  the  Persian,  it  has  been  thence 
concluded  by  some  that  Salman  was  the  person  ;  however,  if  it  be  true  that  he  came  not  to 
Mohammed  till  after  the  Hejra,  either  he  could  not  be  the  man  here  intended,  or  else  this 
verse  must  have  been  revealed  at  Medina,  contrary  to  the  common  opinion. 

k  These  words  were  added  for  the  sake  of  Ammiir  Ebn  Vascr,  and  some  others,  who  being 
taken  and  tortured  by  the  Koreish,  renounced  their  faith  out  of  fear,  though  their  hearts 
agreed  not  with  their  mouths.^  It  seems  Ammar  wanted  the  constancy  cf  his  father  and 
mother,  Yaser  and  Sommeya,  who  underwent  the  like  trial  at  the  same  time  with  their  son, 
and  resolutely  refusing  to  recant,  were  both  put  to  death,  the  infidels  tying  Sommeya 
between  two  camels,  and  striking  a  lance  through  her  privy  parts.*  When  news  was  brought 
to  Mohammed,  that  AmmSr  had  denied  the  faith,  he  said,  it  could  not  be,  for  that_  Ammar 
was  full  of  faith  from  the  crown  of  his  head  to  the  sole  of  his  foot,  faith  being  mixed  and 
incorporated  with  his  very  flesh  and  blood  ;  and  when  AmmSr  himself  came  weeping  to  the 
prophet,  he  wiped  his  eyes,  saying,  Wliat/milt  -was  it  of  thine,  if  tliey  forced  tfu-e  "( 

But  though  it  be  here  said,  that  those  who  apostatize  in  appearance  only,  to  avoid  death 
or  torments,  may  hope  for  pardon  from  God,  yet  it  is  unanimously  agreed  by  the  Moham- 
medan doctors,  to  be  much  more  meritorious  and  pleasing  in  the  sight  of  God,  courageously 
and  nobly  to  persist  in  the  true  faith,  and  rather  to  suffer  death  itself  ».han  renounce  it,  even 
in  words.  Nor  did  the  Mohammedan  religion  want  its  martyrs,  in  the  strict  sense  of  the 
word  ;  of  which  I  will  here  give  two  instances,  besides  the  above-mentioned.  One  is  that 
of  Khobaib  Ebn  Ada,  who  being  perfidiously  sold  to  the  Koreish,  was  by  them  put  to  death 
in  a  cruel  manner,  by  mutilation,  and  cutting  off  his  flesh  piecemeal ;  and  being  asked,  in 
the  midst  of  his  tortures,  whether  he  did  not  wish  Mohammed  was  in  his  place,  answered, 
/  would  fiot  wish  to  be  with  viy  family,  my  siibsta)ice,  and  my  children,  on  condition  that 
Mohammed  was  only  to  be  J>ricled  with  a  thom.^  The  other  is  that  of  a  man  who  was  put 
to  death  by  IMoseilama,  on  the  fbllowing  occasion.  That  false  prophet  having  taken  two  of 
Mohammed's  followers,  asked  one  of  them,  what  he  said  of  Mohammed  ?  the  man  answered, 
That  he  was  the  apostle  of  God  :  And  what  sayest  thou  of  me?  added  Moseilama ;  to 
which  he  replied,  Thoic  also  art  the  apostle  of  God;  whereupin  he  was  immediately  dis- 
missed in  safety.  But  the  other,  having  returned  the  same  answer  to  the  former  question, 
refused  to  give  any  to  the  last,  though  required  to  do  it  three  several  tii»es,  but  pretended  to 
be  deaf,  and  was  therefore  slain,  it  is  related  thit  Mohammed,  when  the  story  of  these 
two  men  was  told  him,  said,  TJie  first  of  them  threw  himself  on  God's  vicrcy  ;  but  the  latter 
professed  the  truth  ;  aiid  he  shall  find  his  account  in  it.^ 

•  Al  Ma^udi.         8  Abu'l  Hasan  al  Becri  in  Koran.         *  A'  Beidawi,  AJ  Zamakh,,  Y;:hi'a 

Al  BeidawL  ^  Ebn  Shohnah.  «  Al  Beiduwi. 
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tion,''  a7id  been  compelled  to  deny  tha  faith  by  violeiice^  and  who  have 
since  sought  in  defence  of  the  true  religion^  and  have  persevered  with 
patience  ;  verily  U7ito  these  will  thy  LORD  be  gracious  and  merciful, 
after  they  shall  have  shown  their  sincerity.  On  a  certain  day  shall 
every  soul  come  to  plead  for  itself,<i  and  every  soul  shall  be  repaid 
that  which  it  shall  have  wrought ;  and  they  shall  not  be  treated  un- 
nistly.  God  propoundeth  as  a  parable  a  city«  which  was  secure  and 
quiet,  unto  which  her  provisions  came  in  abundance  from  every  side  • 
but  she  ungratefully  denied  the  favours  of  GOD  :  wherefore  GOD 
caused  her  to  taste  the  extreme  famine,  and  fear,  because  of  that 
which  they  had  done.  And  now  is  an  apostle  come  unto  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Mecca  from  among  themselves  ;  and  they  accuse  him  of 
imposture  :  wherefore  a  punishment  shall  be  inflicted  on  them,  while 
they  are  acting  unjustly.  Eat  of  what  GoD  hath  given  you  for  food, 
that  which  is  lawful  and  good  ;  and  be  thankful  for  the  favours  of 
God,  if  ye  serve  him.  He  hath  only  forbidden  you  that  which  dieth 
of  itself,  and  blood,  and  swine's  flesh,  and  that  which  hath  been  slain 
in  the  name  of  any,  besides  GoD.f  But  unto  him  who  shall  be  com- 
pelled by  necessity  to  eat  of  these  tlmtgs^  not  lusting  nor  wilfnlly 
transgressing,  GOD  will  surely  be  gracious  aitd  merciful.  And  say 
not  that  wherein  your  tongues  utter  a  lie  ;  This  is  lawful,  and  this  is 
unlawful  ;8  that  ye  may  devise  a  lie  concerning  GOD  :  for  they  who 
devise  a  lie  concerning  God,  shall  not  prosper.  They  shall  have 
small  enjoyment  in  this  world,  and  in  that  zvhich  is  to  come  they 
shall  suffer  a  grievous  torment.  Unto  the  Jews  did  we  forbid  that 
which  we  have  told  thee  formally:"  and  we  did  them  no  injury  i7t 
that  respect ;  but  they  injured  their  own  souls.^  Moreover  thy  Lord 
will  be  favourable  unto  those  who  do  evil  through  ignorance  ;  and 
afterwards  repent  and  amend  :  verily  tmto  these  will  thy  Lord  be 
gracious  and  merciful,  after  their  repentance.  Abraham  was  a  model 
of  true  religion,  obedient  unto  GOD,  orthodox,  and  was  not  an 
idolater  :^  he  was  also  grateful  for  his  benefits  :  wherefore  God  chose 
him,  and  directed  him  into  the  right  way.  And  we  bestowed  on  him 
good  in  this  world  ;  and  in  the  next  he  shall  surely  be  one  of  the 
righteous.  We  have  also  spoken  unto  thee,  O  Mohammed,  by  revela- 
tion, saying,  Follow  the  religion  of  Abraham,  who  was  orthodox,  and 

•  As  did  Ammar,  who  made  one  in  both  the  flights.  Some,  reading  the  verb  with  different 
vowels,  render  the  last  words,  after  having  peisectited  the  true  believers  ;  and  instance  in 
al  Hadrami,  who  obliged  a  servant  of  his  to  renounce  INIohammedisni,  by  force,  but  after- 
wards, together  with  that  servant   professed  the  same  faith,  and  fled  for  it.' 

<•  That  is.  Every  person  shall  be  solicitous  for  his  own  salvation,  not  concerning  himself 
with  the  condition  of  another,  but  crying  out.  My  oivn  soid,  viy  own  soul  I  "^ 

•  This  example  is  applied  to  every  city  which  having  received  great  blessings  from  God, 
becometh  insolent  and  unthankful,  and  is  therefore  chastised  by  some  signal  judgment  ;  or 
iniher  to  Mecca  in  particular,  on  v.hich  the  calamities  threatened  in  this  passage,  viz.  both 
famine  and  swotd.  were  inflicted."* 

i  See  chapter  5,  p.  73. 

c  Allowing  what  God  hath  forbidden,  and  superstitious.'y  abstaining  from  what  he  hath 
allowed.    .See  chapter  6,  p.  loi,  &c. 
••  viz..  In  the  6th  chapter,  p.  lo^. 

•  i.e..  They  were  forbidden  things  which  were  in  themselves  indifferent,  as  a  punishment 
for  their  wickedness  and  rebellion. 

J_  This  was  to  reprehend  the  idolatrous  Koreish,  who  pretended  that  they  professed  the 
religion  of  Abraham. 

'  I^Iem.  '  Idem.  8  Idem. 
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was  no  idolater.  The  sibbath  was  only  appointed  unto  those  who 
differed  luith  their  prophet  concerning  il  \^  and  thy  Lord  will  surely 
judge  between  them,  on  the  day  of  resurrection,  as  to  that  concerning 
which  they  differed.  Invite  7>ie7i  unto  the  way  of  thy  LORD,  by 
wisdom,  and  mild  exhortation  ;  and  dispute  with  them  in  the  most 
condescending  manner :  for  thy  Lord  well  knoweth  him  who  strayeth 
from  his  path,  and  he  well  knoweth  those  who  are  rightly  directed. 
If  ye  lake  vengeance  on  any^  take  a  vengeance  proportionable  to  the 
wrong  which  hath  been  done  you  ;•  but  if  ye  suffer  wrong  patiently, 
verily  this  will  be  better  for  the  patient."*  Wherefore  do  thou  bear 
opposition  with  patience  ;  but  thy  patience  shall  not  be  practicable^ 
unless  with  God's  assistance.  And  be  not  thou  grieved  on  account 
of  the  unbelievers  J  neither  be  thou  troubled  for  that  which  they 
subtilely  devise  ;  for  GOD  is  with  those  who  fear  him^  ami  are  upright. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

entitled,  the  night-journey  ;  n   REVEALED  AT  MECCA.^ 

IN   THE   NAMK   OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL   GOD. 

(XV.)  "p RAISE  be  unto  h'/m,  who  transported  his  servant  by  night, 

y'.^/sj  -t^   from  the  sacred  temple  of  Alecca  to  the  farther  temple  of 

Jerusalem,^  the  circuit  of  which  we  have  blessed,  that  we  might  show 

him  so?ne  of  our  signs  ;  for  God  is  he  who  heareth,  and  seeth.     And 

k  These  were  the  Jews  ;  who  being  ordered  by  Moses  to  set  apart  Friday  (the  day  now 
observed  by  the  Mohammedans)  for  the  exercise  of  divine  worship,  refused  it,  and  chose 
the  sabbath-day,  because  on  that  day  God  rested  from  his  works  of  creation  :  for  which 
reason  they  were  commanded  to  keep  the  day  they  had  chosen  in  the  strictest  manner.' 

'  This  passage  is  supposed  to  have  been  revealed  at  Medina,  on  occasion  of  Hamza, 
Mohammed's  uncle,  being  slain  at  the  battle  of  Ohod.  For  the  infidels  having  abused  his 
dead  body,  by  taking  out  his  bowels,  and  cutting  off  his  ears  and  his  nose,  when  Mohammed 
saw  it,  he  swore  that  if  God  granted  him  success,  he  would  retaliate  those  cruelties  on 
seventy  of  the  Koreish  ;  but  he  was  by  these  words  forbidden  to  execute  what  he  had  sworii, 
and  he  accordingly  made  void  his  oath.'-^  Abu'lfeda  makes  the  number  on  which  Mohammed 
swore  to  reek  his  vengeance  to  be  but  thirty  :  3  but  it  may  be  observed,  by  the  way,  that  the 
translator  renders  the  passage  in  that  author,  God  hnt/i  revealed  iinlo  me  tliat  1  shall  reta- 
liate, &c.,  instead  of.  If  Goxi  grant  me  victory  over  the  Koreish,  /  tvill  retaliate,  &c.,  read- 
ing Lain  adIiJiarni,  for  ad/i/arni ;  God,  far  from  putting  this  design  into  the  prophet's  head 
by  a  revelation,  expressly  forbidding  him  to  put  it  in  execution. 

"  Here,  says  al  Beidawi,  the  Koran  principally  points  at  Mohammed,  who  was  of  all  mer 
the  most  conspicuous  for  meekness  and  clemency. 

"  The  reason  of  this  inscription  appears  in  the  fust  words.  Some  entitle  the  chapter,  T/:t 
children  of  Israel. 

o  Some  except  eight  verses,  beginning  at  tliese  words,  //  wanted  little  but  that  tlie  infidels 
had  seduced  tlwc,  S:c. 

p  From  whence  he  was  carried  through  the  seven  heavens  to  the  presence  of  God,  aod 
brought  back  again  to  Mecca  the  same  night. 

lijis  journey  of  Mohammed  to  heaven  is  so  well  known  that  I  may  be  paidoned  if  I  omit 

«  Idem,  JallaloMdiu.  '  Ildcm.  •  Abu'lf.  Vit.  Moh.  n.  68. 
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we  gave  unto  Moses  the  book  0/  the  law,  and  appointed  the  same  to 
be  a  direction  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  comniajiding  thetn,  saying, 
Be.ivare  that  ye  take  not  any  other  patron  besides  me.  O  posterity  of 
those  whom  we  carried  in  the  ark  with  Noah  :fl  verily  he  was  a  grate- 
ful servant.  And  we  expressly  declared  unto  the  children  of  Israel 
in  the  book  of  the  law,  saying,  Ye  will  surely  commit  evil  in  the  earth 
twice/  and  ye  will  be  elated  with  great  insolence.  And  when  the 
puniihinent  threatened  for  the  first  of  those  transgressions  came  to  be 
executed,  we  sent  against  you  our  servants,*  endued  with  exceeding 
strength  i7i  war,  and  they  searched  the  inner  apartments  of  your 
houses  ;  and  the  prediction  became  accomplished.  Afterwards  we 
gave  you  the  victory  over  them,*  in  your  turn,  and  we  granted  you 
increase  of  wealth  and  children,  and  we  made  you  a  more  numerous 
people,  saying,  If  ye  do  well,  ye  will  do  well  to  your  own  souls  ;  and 
if  ye  do  evil,  j^  will  do  it  unto  the  same.  And  when  the  punishment 
threatened  for  your  latter  transgression  come  to  be  executed,  we  sent 
enemies  against yott  to  afflict  you,"  and  to  enter  the  temple,  as  they 
entered  it   the  first  time,  and  utterly  to  destroy  that  which   they 

the  description  of  it.  The  English  reader  may  find  it  in  Dr.  Prideaux's  Life  of  Mahomet,* 
and  the  learned  in  Abu'lfeda,^  whose  annotator  has  corrected  several  mistakes  in  the  relation 
of  Dr.  Prideaux,  and  in  other  writers. 

It  is  a  dispute  among  the  Mohammedan  divines,  whether  their  prophet's  night-journey  was 
really  performed  by  him  corporally,  or  whether  it  was  only  a  dream  or  vision.  Some  thi»ik 
the  whole  was  no  more  than  a  vision  ;  and  allege  an  express  tradition  of  Moawiyah,^  one  of 
Mohammed's  successors,  to  that  purpose.  Others  suppose  he  was  carried  bodily  to  Jerusalem, 
but  no  farther  ;  and  that  he  ascended  thence  to  heaven  in  spirit  only.  _  But  the  received 
opinion  is,  that  it  was  no  vision,  but  that  he  was  actually  transported  jn  the  body  to  his 
iourney's  end  ;  and  if  any  impossibility  be  objected,  they  think  it  a  sufficient  answer  to  say 
that  it  might  easily  be  effected  by  an  omnipotent  agent.* 

«  The  commentators  are  put  to  it  to  find  out  the  connection  of  these  words  with  the  fore- 
going. Some  think  the  accusative  case  is  here  put  for  the  vocative,  as  I  have  translated  it  : 
and  others  interpret  the  words  thus.  Take  7iot/or  your  patrons,  besides  vie,  the  posterity  of 
those,  S:c.,  meaning,  mortal  men. 

»  Their  hrst  transgression  was  their  rejecting  the  decisions  of  the  law,  their  putting  Isaiah 
to  death,'  and  their  imprisoning  of  Jeremiah  .^  and  the  second,  was  their  slaying  of  Zachariah, 
and  John  the  Baptist,  and  their  imagining  the  death  of  Jesus.7 

•  These  were  Jalflt,  or  Goliah,  and  his  forces  ;*  or  Sennacherib  the  Assyrian  ;  or  else  Nebu- 
chadnezzar, whom  the  eastern  writers  called  Bakhtnasr  (which  was  however  only  his  surname, 
his  true  name  being  Gudarz,  or  Raham),  the  governor  of  Babylon  under  Lohorasp,  king  of 
Persia,*  who  took  Jerusalem,  and  destroyed  the  temple. 

«  By  permitting  David  to  kill  Goliah  ;  or  by  the  miraculous  defeat  of  Sennacherib's  army  ; 
or  for  that  Gou  put  it  into  the  heart  of  Bahman  the  son  of  Isfandiyar,  when  he  succeeded  his 
grandfather  Lohorasp,  to  order  Kiresh,  or  Cyrus,  then  governor  of  Babylon,  to  send  home  the 
Jews  from  their  captivity,  under  the  conduct  of  Daniel ;  which  he  accoi'dingly  did,  and  they 
prevailed  against  those  whom  Bakhtnasr  had  left  in  the  land.'o 

»  Some  imagine  the  army  meant  in  this  place  was  that  of  Bakhtnasr  ;'*  but  others  say  the 
Persians  conquered  the  Jews  this  second  time,  by  the  arms  of  Gudarz  (by  whom  they  seem  to 
Intend  Antiochus  Epiphanes),  one  of  the  successors  of  Alexander  at  Babylon.  It  is  relat^ 
that  the  general  in  this  expedition,  entering  the  temple,  saw  blood  bubbling  up  on  the  grea! 
altar,  and  asking  the  reason  of  it,  the  Jews  told  him  it  was  the  blood  of  a  sacrifice  which  had 
not  been  accepted  of  God  ;  to  which  he  replied,  ♦hat  they  had  not  told  him  the  truth,  and 
ordered  a  thousand  of  them  to  be  slain  on  the  altar :  but  the  blood  not  ceasing,  he  told  them, 
rhat  if  they  would  not  confess  the  truth,  he  would  not  spare  one  of  them  ;  whereupon  they 
acknowledged  it  was  the  blood  of  John  :  and  the  general  said,  TJms  hath  your  Lord  taken 
zengeajtce  onyo7t  ;  and  then  cried  out,  O  John,  my  Lord  n/ui  thy  Lord  knoweth  what  hath 
be/alien  thy  people  for  thy  sake  ;  wherefore  let  thy  blood  stop,  by  God's  permission,  lest  I 
leave  not  one  of  them  alive  ;  upon  which  the  blood  immediately  stopped. 12 

These  aie  the  explications  of  the  commentators,  wherein  their  ignorance  in  ancient  history 

•  Page  43,  &c.  See  also  Morgan's  Mahometism  Explained,  vol.  2.  2  Vit.  Moham, 
cap.  19.  3  Vide  ibid.c.  18.  ■•  Al  Beidawi.  °  Id  .m.  *  Jallalo'ddin 
*  lidem.  »  Jallalo'ddin,  Yahya.  »  Al  Zamakhshari,  Al  I3eidawi.  10  lidem 
"  Yahya,  Jallaio'ddin.             •*  Al  Betd4wi. 
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had  conquered.  Perad\  enture  your  Lord  will  have  mercy  on  you 
hereafter:  but  if  ye  return  to  transgress  a  third  tune,  we  also  will 
return  to  chastise  yon  ;  »  and  we  have  appointed  hell  to  be  the  prison 
of  the  unbelievers.  Verily  this  Koran  directeth  unto  the  way  which 
is  most  right,  and  declareth  unto  the  faithful,  who  do  good  works, 
that  they  shall  receive  a  great  reward  ;  and  that  for  those  who  believe 
not  in  the  life  to  come,  we  have  prepared  a  grievous  punishment. 
Man  prayeth  for  evil,  as  he  prayeth  for  good  ;  J  for  man  is  hasty." 
We  have  ordained  the  night  and  the  day  for  two  signs  of  our  power  : 
afterwards  we  blot  out  the  sign  of  the  night,  and  we  cause  the  sign  of 
the  day  to  shine  forth,  that  ye  may  endeavour  to  obtain  plenty  from 
your  Lord  by  doing  your  business  therein^  and  that  ye  may  know 
the  number  of  years,  and  the  computation  of  time j  and  everything 
necessary  have  we  explained  by  a  pe7'spicuous  explication.  The  fate  * 
of  every  man  have  we  bound  about  his  neck  ;^  and  we  will  produce 
unto  him,  on  the  day  of  resurrection,  a  book  wherein  his  actions  shall 
be  recorded:  it  shall  be  offered  him  open,  and  the  angels  shall  say 
nnto  him,  Read  thy  book  ;  thine  own  soul  will  be  a  sufficient  account- 
ant against  thee,  this  day.'^  He  who  shall  be  rightly  directed,  shall 
be  directed  to  the  advantage  only  of  his  own  soul ;  and  he  who  shall 
err,  shall  err  only  against  the  same  :  neither  shall  any  laden  soul  be 
charged  with  the  burthen  of  another.  We  did  not  punish  any  people, 
until  we  had  first  sent  an  apostle  to  warn  them.  And  when  we  re- 
solved to  destroy  a  city,  we  commanded  the  inhabitants  thereof,  who 
lived  in  affluence,  to  obey  our  apostle;  but  they  acted  corruptly  therein ; 
wherefore  the  sentence  was  justly  pronounced  against  that  city;  and 
we  destroyed  it  with  an  utter  destruction.  And  how  many  genera- 
tions have  we  consumed  since  Noah  ?  for  thy  Lord  sufficiently 
knoweth  and  seeth  the  sins  of  his  servants.  Whosoever  chooseth 
this  transitory  life,  we  will  bestow  on  him  therein  beforehand  that 
which  we  please ;  on  him,  namely,  whom  we  please :  afterwards  will 

is  sufficiently  manifest ;  though  perhaps  Mohammed  himself,  in  this  latter  passage,  iutended 
the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  hy  the  Romans. 

«  And  this  came  accordingly  to  pass :  for  the  Jews  being  again  so  wicked  as  to  reject 
?*Iohammed,  and  conspire  against  his  life,  God  delivered  them  into  his  hands  ;  and  he 
exterminated  the  tribe  of  Koreidha,  and  slew  the  chiefs  of  al  Nadir,  and  obliged  the  rest 
of  the  Jewish  tribes  to  pay  tribute.' 

y  Out  of  ignorance,  mistaking  evil  for  good  ;  or  making  wicked  imprecations  on  himself 
and  others,  out  of  passion  and  impatience. 

»  Or  inconsiderate,  not  weighing  the  consequence  of  what  he  askl 

It  is  said  that  the  person  here  meant  is  Adam,  who,  wlien  the  breath  of  life  vrzi  breathed 
into  his  nostrils,  and  had  reached  so  far  as  his  navel,  though  the  lower  part  of  his  body  was, 
■AS  yet,  but  a  piece  of  clay,  must  needs  try  to  rise  up,  and  got  an  ugly  fall  by  the  bargain. 
iJut  others  pretend  the  passage  was  revealed  on  the  following  occasion.  Moham.med  com- 
mitted a  certain  captive  to  the  charge  of  his  wife,  Sawda  bint  Zam^,  who,  moved  with  com- 
passion at  the  man's  groans,  unbound  him,  and  let  him  escape  :  upon  which  the  propliet,  in 
the  first  motions  of  his  anger,  wished  her  hand  might  fall  off;  but  immediately  composing 
himself,  said  aloud,  O  God,  I  am  but  a  jnan;  iJurcfore  turn  my  curse  into  a  blessing.'^ 

•  Literally,  the  bird,  which  is  here  used  to  signify  a  m^vCs  fortune  or  success;  the  Arabs. 
a&  well  as  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  taking  omens  from  the  flight  of  birds,  which  they  sup- 
posed to  portend  good  luck,  if  they  flew  from  the  left  to  the  right,  but  if  from  the  ri-^ht  to 
the  left,  the  contrar>' ;  the  like  judgment  they  also  made  when  certain  beasts  passed  before 
ihem. 

^  Like  a  collar,  which  he  cannot  by  any  means  gel  off.     See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  I\ 

5.   80. 

•  Siee  iLid.  p.  70. 

I   Idjui  '  Jallalo'ddUJ 
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we  appoint  him  \\€W.for  his  abode  ;  he  shall  be  thrown  into  the  same 
to  be  scorched,  covered  with  ignominy,  and  utterly  rejected  from 
mercy.  But  whosoever  chooseth  the  life  to  come,  and  directeth  his 
endeavour  towards  the  same,  being  also  a  true  believer  ;  the  endeavour 
of  these  shall  be  acceptable  tcnto  Cod.  On  all  will  tve  bestow  the 
blessings  of  this  life,  both  on  these  and  on  those,  of  the  gift  of  thy 
Lord  ;  for  the  gift  of  thy  Lord  shall  not  be  denied  tmto  any.  Be- 
hold, how  we  have  caused  some  of  them  to  surpass  others  in  wealth 
and  dignity :  but  the  next  life  shall  be  more  considerable  in  degrees 
of  honour,  and  greater  in  excellence  Set  not  up  another  god  with 
the  true  GoD,  lest  thou  sit  down  in  disgrace,  and  destitute.  Thy 
Lord  hath  commanded  that  ye  worship  none,  besides  him  ;  and  that 
ye  >y/}^7£/ kindness  unto_y(9/^r  parents,  whether  the  one  of  them,  or  both  of 
them  attain  to  old  age  with  thee."^  Wherefore  say  not  unto  them.  Fie 
on  you  J "  neither  reproach  them,  but  speak  respectfully  unto  them  ; 
and  submit  to  behave  humbly*^  towards  them,  out  of  tender  affection, 
and  say,  O  LORD,  have  mercy  on  them  both,  as  they  nursed  me  luhe/i 
I  was  little.  Your  Lord  well  knoweth  that  which  is  in  your  souls  ; 
whether  ye  be  men  of  integrity  :  and  he  will  be  gracious  unto  those 
who  sincerely  return  tmto  hi?n.  And  give  unto  him  who  is  of  kin  to 
you  his  due,^  and  also  unto  the  poor,  and  the  traveller.  And  waste 
not  thy  substance  profusely :  for  the  profuse  are  brethren  of  the  devils  :- 
and  the  devil  was  ungrateful  unto  his  LORD.  But  if  thou  turn  from 
them,  in  expectation  of  the  mercy  which  thou  hopest  from  thy  Lord  ;  ^ 
at  least,  speak  kindly  unto  them.  And  let  not  thy  hand  be  tied  up  to 
thy  neck  ;  neither  open  it  with  an  unbounded  expansion,*  lest  thou 
become  worthy  of  reprehension,  and  be  reduced  to  poverty.  Verily 
thy  Lord  will  enlarge  the  store  of  whom  he  pleaseth,  and  will  be 
sparing  unto  whom  he  plcaseihj  for  he  knoweth  and  regardeth  his 
servants.  Kill  not  your  children  for  fear  of  being  brought  to  v/ant ; 
we  will  provide  for  them  and  for  you :  verily  the  killing  them  is  a 
great  sin.-*  Draw  not  near  unto  fornication  ;  for  it  is  wickedness,  and 
an  evil  way.  Neither  slay  the  soul  which  GOD  hath  forbidden  _y^//  to 
slay,  unless  for  a  just  cause  ;  ^  and  whosoever  shall  be  slain  unjustly, 
we  have  given  his  heir  power  to  denia?id  satisfaction j '  but  let  him 
not  exceed  the  bounds  of  moderation  in  putting  to  death  the  murderer 

^  That  is,  receiving  their  support  and  maintenance  from  thee. 

*  Literally,  Lower  ilie  whig  of  JuaniUiy,  Sec. 

*  That  is,  friendship  and  affection,  and  assistance  in  time  of  need. 

_  5  Prodigality,  and  squandering  away  one's  substance  in  folly  or  luxury,  being  a  very  great 
sin.  The  Arabs  were  particularly  guilty  of  extravagaiKe  in  killing  camels,  and  distributing 
tliera  by  lot,  merely  out  of  vanity  and  ostentation ;  which  they  are  forbidden  by  this  passages, 
and  commanded  to  bestow  v/hat  they  could  spare  on  their  poor  relations,  and  other  indigent 
people. ' 

''  That  is,  If  thy  present  circumstances  will  not  permit  thee  to  assist  others,  defer  thy 
charity  till  God  shall  grant  thee  better  ability. 

«  i.e.,  De  neither  niggardly  nor  profuse,  but  observe  the  mean  between  the  two  extremes, 
wherein  consists  true  liberality.  ^ 

i  See  chapter  6,  p.  loi  and  103,  and  chapter  81. 

k  I'he  crimes  for  which  a  man  may  justly  be  put  to  death  aie  these :  apostasy,  adultery 
and  murder.^ 

'  It  being  at  the  election  of  the  heir,  or  ne.\t  of  kin,  either  to  take  the  life  of  the  murderer, 
01  to  accept  of  a  fins  in  lieu  of  it.* 

•  Al  Beidawi.  M?m  .  3  Idem.  ''  See  chapter  a,  p.  n<>. 
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in  too  cruel  a  manner^  or  by  revenging  his  friend'' s  blood  on  any  other 
then  the  person  who  killed  hi)n;  since  he  is  assisted  by  this  laiv.^ 
And  meddle  not  with  the  substance  of  the  orphan,  unless  it  be  to 
improve  it,  until  he  attain  his  age  of  strength  : "  and  perform  your 
covenant ;  for  the  performance  of  your  covenant  shall  be  inquired 
into  hereafter.  And  give  full  measure,  when  you  measure  ought; 
and  weigh  with  a  just  balance.  This  will  be  better,  and  more  easy 
for  determining  every  viaiUs  due.°  And  follow  not  that  whereof  thou 
hast  no  knowledge  ;  P  for  the  hearing,  and  the  sight,  and  the  heart, 
every  of  these  shall  be  examined  at  the  last  day.  Walk  not  proudly 
in  the  land,  for  thou  canst  not  cleave  the  earth,  neither  shalt  thou 
equal  the  mountains  in  stature.  Ail  this  is  evil,  afid  abominable  in 
the  sight  of  thy  LORD.  These  precepts  are  a  part  of  the  wisdom 
which  thy  LORD  hath  revealed  unto  thee.  Set  not  up  any  other  god 
as  equal  unto  GOD,  lest  thou  be  cast  into  hell,  reproved  and  rejected. 
Hath  your  LORD  preferably  granted  unto  you  sons,  and  taken  for 
himself  daughters  from  among  the  angels  ?  <J  Verily  in  asserting  this 
ye  utter  a  grievous  saying.  And  now  have  we  used  various  argu- 
?nents  and  repetitions  in  this  Koran,  that  they  may  be  warned  ;  yet  it 
only  rendereth  them  more  disposed  to  fly  f7'07n  the  truth.  Say  tinto 
the  idolaters.  If  there  were  otJier  goA's,  with  him,  as  ye  say,  they  would 
surely  seek  an  occasion  of  making  some  attempt  against  the  possessor 
of  the  throne :  '^  GoD  forbid  !  and  far,  very  far,  be  that  from  him 
which  they  utter  !  The  seven  heavens  praise  him,  and  the  earth,  and 
all  who  are  therein :  neither  is  there  anything  which  doth  not  cele- 
brate his  praise  ;  but  ye  understand  not  their  celebration  the7'eof :  he 
is  gracious  and  merciful.  When  thou  readest  the  Koran,  we  place 
between  thee  and  those  who  believe  not  in  the  life  to  come,  a  dark 
veil ;  and  we  put  coverings  over  their  hearts,  lest  they  should  under- 
stand it,  and  in  their  ears  thickness  of  hearing.  And  when  thou 
makest  mention,  in  repeating  the  Koran,  of  thy  Lord  only,"  they 
turn  their  backs,  flying  the  doctrine  of  his  unity.  We  well  know  with 
what  design  they  hearken,  when  they  hearken  unto  thee,  and  when 
they  privately  discourse  together :  when  the  ungodly  say.  Ye  follow 
no  other  than  a  madman.  Behold  !  what  epithets  they  bestow  on 
thee.  But  they  are  deceived  ;  neither  can  \.\\ey  Jind  Tmy  just  occasion 
to  reproach  thee.  They  also  say.  After  we  shall  have  become  bones 
and  dust,  shall  we  surely  be  raised  a  new  creature  t    Answer,  Be  ye 

=  Sorae  refer  the  pronoun  he  to  the  person  slab,  for  the  avenging  whose  death  this  law  was 
made  ;  some  to  the  lieir,  who  has  a  right  granted  him  to  demand  satisfaction  for  his  friend's 
blood  ;>  and  others  to  him  who  shall  be  slain  by  the  heir,  if  he  carry  his  vengeance  too  far.' 

n  See  chapter  4,  p.  53,  54. 
Or,  iitore  advantageous  in^  the  end."^ 

V  i.e..  Vain  and  uncertain  opinions,  which  thou  hast  not  good  reason  to  believe  true.  01  at 
least  probable.  Some  interpret  the  words,  Accuse  not  another  of  a  crime  wliereof  thou  hast 
}ij  knowledge ;  supposing  they  forbid  the  bearing  false  witness,  or  the  spreading  or  giving 
credit  to  idle  reports  of  others.* 

•5  See  cnapter  16,  p.  199. 

'  /.  e..  They  would  in  all  probability  contend  with  God  for  superiority,  and  endeavour  t5 
i-.throne  him,  in  the  same  manner  as  princes  act  with  one  another  on  earth. 

•  Not  allowing  their  gods  to  be  his  associates,  nor  praying  their  intercession  with  him. 

Yahya,  »  Vide  Al  Beid&«'L  s  idtm,  Al  Zamakh.  ♦  iidtro. 
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stones,  or  iron,  or  some  creature  more  improbable  in  your  opinions  to 
be  raised  to  life.  But  they  will  sav.  Who  shall  restore  us  to  life  f 
Answer,  He  who  created  you  the  first  time  :  and  they  will  wag  their 
heads  at  thee,  saying.  When  shall  this  be  ?  Answer,  Peradventure  it 
is  nigh.  On  that  day  shall  GOD  call  you  forth  f7'oin your  sepulchres, 
and  ye  shall  obey,  with  celebration  of  his  praise  ;  *  and  ye  shall  think 
that  ye  tarried "  but  a  little  while.  Speak  unto  my  servants,  that 
they  speak  mildly  7mto  the  unbelievers,  lest  ye  exasperate  them;  for 
Satan  soweth  discord  among  them,  and  Satan  is  a  declared  enemy 
unto  man.  Your  Lord  well  knoweth  you  ;  if  he  pleaseth,  he  will 
have  mercy  on  you,  or,  if  he  pleaseth,  he  will  punish  you  :*  and  we 
have  not  sent  thee  to  be  a  steward  over  them.  Thy  LORD  well 
knoweth  all  persons  in  heaven  and  on  earth.y  We  have  bestowed 
peculiar  favours  on  some  of  the  prophets,  preferably  to  others  ;  and 
we  gave  unto  David  the  psalms.»  Say,  Call  upon  those  whom  ye 
iinagine  to  be  f;ods  besides  him  ;  yet  they  will  not  be  able  to  free  you 
from  harm,  or  to  turn  it  on  others.  Those  whom  ye  invoke,*  do  the?n- 
selvcs  desire  to  be  admitted  to  2l  near  conjunction  with  their  Lord  ; 
striving  which  of  them  shal)  approach  nearest  unto  him :  they  also 
hope  for  his  mercy,  and  dread  his  punishment ;  for  the  punishment  of 
thy  Lord  is  terrible.  There  is  no  city  but  we  will  destroy  the  same 
before  the  day  of  resuin-ection,  or  we  will  punish  it  with  a  grievous 
punishment.  This  is  written  in  the  book  of  our  eternal  decrees. 
Nothing  hindered  us  from  sending  thee  with  miracles,  except  that  the 
former  ?tations  have  charged  them  with  imposture.  We  gave  unto 
the  tribe  of  Thamud,  at  their  demand^  the  she-camel  visible  to  their 
sight ;  yet  they  dealt  unjustly  with  her  :  ^  and  we  send  not  a  prophet 
with  miracles,  but  to  strike  terror.  Remember  when  we  said  unto 
thee,  Verily  thy  Lord  encompasseth  men  by  his  kjiow ledge  and 
power.    We  have  appointed  the  vision  which  we  showed  thee,*^  and 

•  The  dead,  says  al  Beidawi,  at  his  call  shall  immediately  rise,  and  shaking  the  dust  of! 
their  heads,  shall  say,  Praise  be  unto  thee,  O  God. 

u  viz..  In  your  graves  ;  or,  in  the  world. 

«  These  words  are  designed  as  a  pattern  for  the  Moslems  to  follow,  in  discoursing  with  the 
idolaters ;  by  which  they  are  taught  to  use  soft  and  dubious  expressions,  and  not  to  tell  them 
directly  that  they  are  doomed  to  hell  fire  ;  which,  besides  the  presumption  in  offering  to  deter-, 
mine  the  sentence  of  others,  would  only  make  them  more  irreconcilable  enemies.' 

r  And  may  choose  whom  he  pleases  for  his  ambassador.  This  is  an  answer  to  the  objections 
of  the  Korelsn,  that  Mohammed  was  the  orphan  pupil  of  Abu  Taleb,  and  followed  by  a 
parcel  of  naked  and  hungry  fellows. - 

_»  Which  were  a  greater  honou.r  to  him  than  his  kingdom  ;  and  wherein  Mohammed  aid 
his  people  are  foretold  by  these  v/ords,  among  others  :  8  T/ie  righteous  shall  inherit  tht 
earth* 

»  viz.,  The  angels  and  prophets,  who  are  the  servants  of  God  as  well  as  yourselves. 

•  See  chapter  75  p.  112. 

•  Mohammed's  journey  to  heaven  is  generally  agreed  to  be  intended  in  this  place  ;  which 
occasioned  great  heats  and  debates  among  his  followers,  till  they  were  quieted  by  Abu  Beer's 
b«aring  testimony  to  the  truth  of  it.6  The  word  t'mVw,  here  used,  is  urged  by  those  wlio 
take  tliis  journey  to  have  been  no  more  than  a  dream,  as  a  pl;iin  confirmation  of  their  opinion. 
Seme,  however,  suppose  the  vision  meant  in  this  passage  was  not  the  night-journey,  but  the 
dream  Mohammed  saw  at  al  Hodeibiya,  wherein  he  seemed  to  make  his  entrance  into  Mecca ;' 
or  that  at  Bcdr ;'  or  else  a  vision  he  had  relating  to  the  family  of  Ommeya,  whom  he  saw 

'  Al  Beidawi.  8  Idem.  «  Vide  Marracc.  in  Ale.  p.  28,  &c.     Prid.  Life  of  Mah 

p.  122.  ••  Psal.  xxxvii.  28.    Al  Beid.  5  Vide  Abulf.  Vit.  Moh.  p.  39,  and  not.  ibid 

Piideaux,  Life  of  Mah.  p.  50,  and  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  II.  p.  36.  «  See  Kor  chapter  48 

'  i*.»e  cl-;apicr  8.  p.  i2(j. 
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also  the  tree  ^  cursed  in  the  Koran,  only  for  an  occasion  of  dispute 
unto  men,  and  to  strike  them  with  terror  ;  but  it  shall  cause  them 
to  transgress  only  the    more  enormously.     And  j'cniejnbcr  when  we 
said  unto  the  angels,  Worship  Adam  ;  and  they  all  worshipped  him 
except  Eblis,  who  said,  Shall  I  worship  him  whom  thou  hast  created 
^clay  ?    Aftd  he  said,  What  thinkest  thou,  as  to  this  7na7i  whom  thou 
hast  honoured  above  me?  verily,  if  thou  grant   me  respite  until  the 
day  of  resurrection,  I  will  extirpate  his  offspring,  except  a  few.     God 
answered,  Begone,  I  grant  thee  respite  :  but  whosoever  of  them  shall 
follow  thee,  hell  shall  surely  be  your  reward  ;  an  ample  reward y^rjc'//;' 
demerits  !^    And  entice  to  vanity  such  of  them  as  thou  canst,  by  thy 
voice  ;  and  assault  them  on  all  sides  with  thy  horsemen  and  thy  foot- 
men ;  f  and  partake  with  them  in  their  riches,  and  their  children  ;  8 
und  make  them  promises ;  (but  the  devil  shall  make  them  no  other 
ihan  deceitful  promises  :)  as  to  my  servants,  thou  shalt  have  no  power 
tver  them  ;  for  thy  LoRD  is  a  sufficient  protector  of  those  ivho  trust 
in  him.     It  is  your  Lord  who  driveth  forward  the  ships  for  you  in  the 
sea,  that  ye  may  seek  to  eii?ich  yoiirselves  of  his  alDundance  by  com- 
merce; for  he  is  merciful  towards  you.   When  a  misfortune  befalleth  you 
at  sea,  \\\^  false  deities  whom  ye  invoke  are  forgotten  by  you ^  except 
him  alo7ie :  yet  when  he  bringeth  you  safe  to  dry  land,  ye  retire  afar  off 
from  him,  and  I'etrirji  to  your  idols;  for  man  is  ungrateful.'*     Are  ye 
therefore  secure  that  he  will  not  cause  the  dry  land  to  swallow  you 
up,  or  that  he  will  7iot  send  against  you  a  iuhirkui7id  driving  the 
sands  to  overwhelm yoi*  ?  then  shall  ye  find  none  to  protect  you.     Or 
are  ye  secure  that  he  will  not  cause  you  again  to  commit  yourselves 
to  the  sea  another  time,  and  send  against  you  a  tempestuous  wind, 
and  drown  you  ;  for  that  ye  have  been  ungrateful .''  then  shall  ye  find 
none  to  defend  you  against  us,  in  that  distress.     And  now  have  we 
honoured  the  children  of  Adam  by  sundry  peculiar  privileges  and 
endowments ;  and  we  have  given  them  conveniences  of  carriage  by 
land  and  by  sea,  and  have  provided  food  for  them  of  good  things  ; 
and  we  ha\e  preferred  them  before  many  of  our  C7'catures  Avhich  we 
have  created,  by  granting  the7n  great  prerogatives.     On  a  certai7i  day 
we  will  call  all  men  to  judg7ne7it  with  their  7-espective  leader  :  *  and 
whosoever  shall  have  his  book  given  him  into  his  right  hand,  they 
shall  read  their  book  with  joy  and  satisfactio7i ;  J  and  they  shall  not 
be  wronged  a  hair.^     And  whoever  hath  been  blind  in  this  life,  shall 

mount  his  pulpit,  and  jump  about  in  it  like  monkeys ;  upon  which  he  said,  This  is  their  por- 
tion in  this  world,  which  they  have  gained  by  their  profession  of  Islam.'  I'ut  if  any  of 
ihese  latter  expositions  be  true,  the  verse  must  have  been  revealed  at  Medina. 

J  Called  al  Zakktlm,  which  springs  from  the  bottom  of  hell.' 

•  See  chapter  2,  p.  5,  and  chapter  7,  p.  106,  &c. 

'  i.e..  With  all  thy  forces. 

«  Instigating  them  to  get  wealth  by  unlawful  means,  and  to  spend  it  in  supporting  vice  and 
superstition  ;  and  tempting  them  to  incestuous  mixtures,  and  to  give  their  children  names  m 
honour  of  their  idols,  as  Abd  Yaghuth,  Abd'  al  Uzza,  SiC.^ 

^  See  chapter  10,  p.  152. 

'  Some  interpret  this  of  the  prophet  sent  to  every  people ;  others,  of  the  heads  of  sects ; 
others,  of  the  various  religions  professed  in  the  world  ;  others,  of  the  beoks  which  shall  le 
jiven  to  every  man  at  the  resurrection,  containing  a  register  of  their  good  and  bad  actions* 

•  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  70. 

*  See  cliaptcr  4,  p.  60,  note  • 

*  Al  Teidiuvi.  '  See  chapter  37.  ■  Al  Feidluj. 
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be  also  blind  in  the  next,  and  shall  wander  more  widely  from  the  path 
of  salvation.  It  wanted  little  but  the  unbelievers  had  tempted  thee  to 
swerve  from  the  instncctions  which  we  had  revealed  unto  thee,  that 
thou  shouldest  devise  concerning  us  a  different  thing  ;  *  and  then 
would  they  have  taken  thee  for  their  friend  :  and  unless  we  had  con- 
firmed thee,  thou  hadst  certainly  been  very  near  inclining  unto  them 
a  little.  Then  would  we  surely  have  caused  thee  to  taste  the  punish- 
ment of  life,  and  the  punishment  of  death  ;  ™  and  thou  shouldest  not 
have  found  any  to  protect  thee  against  us.  The  imbelievers  had  like- 
wise almost  caused  thee  to  depart  the  land,  that  they  might  have 
expelled  thee  thence  : "  but  then  should  they  not  have  tarried  therein 
after  thee,  except  a  Httle  while."  This  is  the  method  of  dealing 
luhich  we  have  prescribed  ourselves  in  respect  to  our  apostles,  whom 
we  have  already  sent  before  thee :  and  thou  shalt  not  find  any  change 
in  our  prescribed  method .  Regularly  perform  thy  prayer  at  the  de- 
clension of  the  sun,P  at  the  first  darkness  of  the  night,*!  and  the  prayer 
of  daybreak ;  •"  for  the  prayer  of  daybreak  is  borne  witness  unto  by 
the  ajigels*  And  watch  some  part  of  the  night  in  the  same  exercise^ 
as  a  work  of  supererogation  for  thee ;  peradventure  thy  Lord  will 

'  Tliese  are  generally  supposed  to  have  been  the  tribe  of  Thakif,  the  inhabitants  of  al 
Tayef,  who  insisted  on  Mohammed's  granting  them  several  very  extraordinary  privileges,  as 
the  terms  of  their  submission  to  him  ;  for  they  demanded  that  they  might  be  free  from  the 
legal  contribution  of  alms,  and  from  observing  the  appointed  times  of  prayer ;  that  they 
might  be  allowed  to  keep  their  idol  AUat  for  a  certain  time,'  and  that  their  territory  might 
be  declared  a  place  of  security  and  not  be  violated,  like  that  of  Mecca,  &c.  And  they 
added,  that  if  the  other  Arabs  asked  him  the  reason  of  these  concessionsj  he  should  say,  that 
God  had  commanded  him  so  to  do.^  According  to  which  explication  it  is  plain  this  verse 
must  have  been  revealed  long  after  the  Hejra. 

Some,  however,  will  have  the  passage  to  have  been  revealed  at  Mecca,  on  occasion  of  the 
Koreish  ;  who  told  Mohammed  they  would  not  suffer  him  to  kiss  the  black  stone  in  the  wall 
of  Caaba,  unless  he  also  visited  their  idols,  and  touched  them  with  his  hand,  to  show  his 
respect. 

■  i.e..  Both  of  this  life  and  the  next.  Some  interpret  the  first  of  the  punishment  in  the  next 
world,  and  the  latter  of  the  torture  of  the  sepulchre.* 

■  The  commentators  differ  as  to  the  place  where  this  passage  was  delivered,  and  the  occa- 
sion of  it.  Some  think  it  was  revealed  at  Mecca,  and  that  it  refers  to  the  violent  enmity 
which  the  Koreish  bore  Mohammed,  and  their  restless  endeavours  to  make  him  leave  Mecca  ;« 
as  he  was  at  length  obliged  to  do.  But  as  the  persons  here  spoken  of  seem  not  to  have  pre- 
vailed in  their  project,  others  suppose  that  the  verse  was  revealed  at  Medina,  on  the  follow- 
ing occasion.  The  Jews,  envious  of  Mohammed's  good  reception  and  stay  there,  told  hhn, 
by  way  of  counsel,  that  Syria  was  the  land  of  the  prophets,  and  that  if  he  was  really  a  pro- 
phet he  ought  to  go  thither.  Mohammed  seriously  reflecting  on  what  they  had  said,  began 
to  think  they  had  advised  him  well ;  and  actually  set  out,  and  proceeded  a  day's  journey  «n 
his  way  to  Syria  :  whereupon  God  acquainted  him  with  their  design  by  the  revelation  of  this 
verse  ;  and  he  returned  to  Medina.* 

»  This  was  fulfilled,  according  to  the  former  of  the  above-mentioned  explications,  by  the 
loss  of  the  Koreish  at  Bedr ;  and  according  to  the  latter,  by  the  great  slaughter  of  the  Jews 
of  Koreidha  and  al  Nadir.  ^ 

P  i.e..  At  the  time  of  noon  prayer,  when  the  sun  declines  from  the  meridian ;  or,  as  some 
choose  to  translate  the  words,  at  the  setting  0/  the  SJin,  which  is  the  time  of  the  first  evening 
prayer. 

"i  The  time  of  the  last  evening  prayer. 

'  Literally,  the  reading  of  the  daybreak  ;  whence  some  suppose  the  reading  of  the  Korfen 
at  that  time  is  here  meant. 

•  viz..  The  guardian  angels,  who,  according  to  some,  are  relieved  at  that  time;  or  else  the 
angels  appointed  to  make  the  change  of  night  into  day,  &c.7 

>  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  p.  14.  2  a1  BeidSwi,  Jallalo'ddin.     Vide  Abulf.  Vit.  Moham. 

p.  126,  &c.  s  Al  Beidawi.  ♦  Idem.  *  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin.  6  lideni, 

'■  Al  BeidawL 
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raise  thee  to  an  honourable  station.*  And  say,  O  Lord,  cause  mc 
to  enter  with  a  favourable  entr)',  and  cause  me  to  come  forth  with  a 
favourable  coming  forth  ; »  and  grant  me  from  thee  an  assisting 
power.  And  say,  Truth  is  come,  and  falsehood  is  vanished  :  for 
falsehood  is  of  short  continuance.'*  We  send  down  of  the  Koran 
that  which  is  a  medicine  and  a  mercy  unto  the  true  believers,  but  it 
shall  only  increase  the  perdition  of  the  unjust.  When  we  bestow 
favours  on  man,  he  retireth  and  withdraweth  himself  nngratefiUly 
f?'07n  us :  but  when  evil  toucheth  him,  he  despaireth  of  our  mercy. 
Say,  Every  one  acteth  after  his  own  manner :  y  but  your  LORD  best 
knoweth  who  is  most  truly  directed  in  his  way.  They  will  ask  thee 
concerning  the  spirit  :*  answer,  The  spirit  was  created  at  the  command 
of  my  Lord  :  •  but  ye  have  no  knowledge  given  unto  you,  except  a 
little.*'  If  we  pleased,  we  should  certainly  take  away  that  which  we 
have  revealed  unto  thee  ;«  in  such  case  thou  couldest  not  find  any  to 
assist  thee  therein  against  us,  unless  through  mercy  from  thy  Lord  ; 
for  his  favour  towards  thee  hath  been  great.  Say,  Verily  if  men  and 
genii  were  purposely  assembled,  that  they  might  produce  a  book  like 
this  Koran,  they  could  not  produce  one  like  unto  it,  although  the  one 
of  them  assisted  the  other.  And  we  have  variously  propounded  unto 
men  in  this  Koran,  every  kind  of  figurative  argument ;  but  the 
greater  part  of  men  refuse  to  receive  it,  merely  out  of  infidelity. 
And  they  say,  We  will  by  no  means  believe  on  thee,  until  thou  cause 

♦  According  to  a  tradition  of  Abu  Horeira^  the  honourable  station  here  intended  is  that  of 

intercessor  for  others.' 

"  That  is,  Grant  that  I  may  enter  my  grave  with  peace,  and  come  forth  from  it,  at  the 
resurrection,  with  honour  and  satisfaction.  In  which  sense  this  petition  is  the  same  with  that 
of  Balaam,  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  a}id  let  my  last  end  be  like  his.'^ 

But  as  the  person  here  spoken  to  is  generally  supposed  to  be  Mohammed,  the  commenta- 
tors say  he  was  commanded  to  pray  in  these  words  for  a  safe  departure  from  Mecca,  and  a 
good  reception  at  Medina  ;  or  for  a  sure  refuge  in  the  cave,  where  he  hid  himself  when  he 
fled  from  Mecca  ;3  or  (which  is  the  more  common  opinion)  for  a  victorious  entrance  into 
Mecca,  and  a  safe  return  thence.* 

»  These  words  Mohammed  repeated,  when  he  entered  the  temple  of  Mecca,  after  the  taking 
of  that  city,  and  cleansed  it  of  the  idols  ;  a  great  number  of  which  are  said  to  have  fallen 
down  on  his  touching  them  with  the  end  of  the  stick  he  held  in  his  hand.* 

y  i.e.,  According  to  his  judgment  or  opinion,  be  it  true  or  false ;  or  according  to  the  bent  of 
his  mind,  and  the  natural  constitution  of  his  body.6 

»  Or  the  soul  of  man.  Some  interpret  it  of  the  angel  Gabriel,  or  of  the  divine  revela- 
tion.7 

*  viz..  By  the  word  Kun,  i.e.  Be;  consisting  of  an  immaterial  substance,  and  not 
generated,  like  the  body.  But,  according  to  a  different  opinion,  this  passage  should  be 
translated.  The  spirit  is  of  those  thiitgs,  the  knowledge  of  which  thy  Lord  hath  resen>ed  to 
htntself.  For  it  is  said  that  the  Jews  bid  the  Koreish  ask  Mohammed  to  relate  the  history 
of  those  who  slept  in  the  cavQ»*  and  of  Dhu'lkarnein,^  and  to  give  them  an  account  of  the 
soul  of  man ;  adding,  that  if  he  pretended  to  answer  all  the  three  questions,  or  could 
answer  none  of  them,  they  might  be  sure  he  was  no  prophet  ;  but  if  he  gave  an  answer  to 
one  or  two  of  the  questions  and  was  silent  as  to  the  other,  he  was  really  a  prophet.  Accord- 
ingly, when  they  propounded  the  questions  to  him,  he  told  them  the  two  histories,  but 
acknowledged  his  ignorance  as  to  the  origin  of  the  human  soul."> 

*>  All  your  knowledge  being  acquired  from  the  information  of  your  senses,  which 
must  necessarily  fail  you  in  spiritual  speculations,  without  the  assistance  of  divine  revela- 
tion." 

^  viz..  The  KoriUi ;  by  razing  it  both  from  the  written  copies,  and  the  memories  <^ 
men. 

'  Idem.  2  Numb,  xxiii.  lo.  ^  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  II.  p.  39.  *  Al 

BeidS,wi,  Jallalo'ddin.  *  lidem.     Vide  Gagnier,   V^ie  de  Mahomet,   torn.  2,  p.  137. 

6  Al  Beid&wi.  »  Idem.  *  See  the  next  chapter.  »  See  ib.  »*  Al  Beidiwi 

'1  Idem, 
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a  spring  of  water  to  gush  forth  for  us  out  of  the  earth  ;  ^  or  thou  have 
a  garden  of  pahn-trees  and  vines,  and  thou  cause  rivers  to  spring 
forth  from  the  midst  thereof  in  abundance  ;  or  thou  cause  the  heaven 
to  fall  down  upon  us,  as  thou  hast  given  out,  in  pieces  ;  or  thou  bring 
down  God  and  the  angels  to  vonohfor  thee  j  or  thou  have  a  house  of 
gold  ;  or  thou  ascend  by  a  ladder  to  heaven  :  neither  will  we  believe 
thy  ascending  thither  alone^  until  thou  cause  a  book  to  descend  unto 
us,  bearing  witness  of  thee,  which  we  may  read.  Answer,  My  LORD 
be  praised!  Am  I  other  than  a  man,  sent  as  an  apostle?  And 
nothing  hindereth  men  from  believing,  when  a  direction  is  come  unto 
them,  except  that  they  say.  Hath  God  sent  a  man  for  his  apostle  ? 
Answer,  If  the  angels  had  walked  on  earth  as  familiar  inhabitants 
thereof  we  had  surely  sent  down  unto  them  from  heaven  an  angel  y^r 
our  apostle.  Say,  GOD  is  a  sufficient  witness  between  me  and  you  : 
for  he  knoweth  and  regardeth  his  servants.  Whom  GoD  shall  direct, 
he  shall  be  the  rightly  directed  ;  and  whom  he  shall  cause  to  err, 
thou  shalt  find  none  to  assist,  besides  him.  And  we  will  gather  them 
together  on  the  day  of  resurrection,  creeping  on  their  faces,  blind,  and 
dumb,  and  deaf  :  *  their  abode  shall  be  hell ;  so  often  as  the  fire  there- 
of shall  be  extinguished,  we  will  rekindle  a  burning  flame  to  torment 
them.8  This  shall  be  their  reward,  because  they  disbelieve  in  our 
signs,  and  say,  When  we  shall  have  been  reduced  to  bones  and  dust, 
shall  we  surely  be  raised  new  creatures  ?  Do  they  not  perceive  that 
GOD,  who  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  is  able  to  create  other 
bodies,  like  their  present  ?  And  he  hath  appointed  them  a  limited 
term  ;  ^  there  is  no  doubt  thereof :  but  the  ungodly  reject  the  truth, 
merely  out  of  unbelief.  Say,  If  ye  possessed  the  treasures  of  the 
mercy  of  my  Lord,  ye  would  surely  refrain y^^;;^  tisijig  them,  for  fear 
of  spending  themj  *  for  man  is  covetous.  We  heretofore  gave  unto 
Moses  the  power  of  working  nine  evident  signs.J  And  do  thou  ask 
the  children  of  Israel  as  to  the  story  of  Moses s  ^  when  he  came  unto 

*  This  and  the  following  miracles  were  demanded  of  Mohammed  by  the  Koreish,  as  proofs 
of  his  mission. 

•  As  thou  pretendest  to  have  done  in  thy  night-journey  ;  but  of  which  no  man  was  wit- 
ness. 

t  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  66. 

%  i.  e.,  When  the  fire  shall  go  out  or  abate  for  want  of  fuel,  after  the  consumption  of  the 
skins  and  flesh  of  the  damned,  we  will  add  fresh  vigour  to  the  flames  by  giving  them  new 
bodies.  1  _ 

k  Of  life,  or  resurrection. 

i  That  is,  lest  they  should  be  exhausted. 

j  These  were,  the  changing  his  rod  into  a  serpent,  the  making  his  hand  white  and  shining, 
the  producing  locusts,  lice,  frogs,  and  blood,  the  dividing  of  the  Red  Sea,  the  bringing  watei 
out  of  the  rock,  and  the  shaking  of  Mount  Sinai  over  the  children  of  Israel.  In  lieu  of  the 
three  last  some  reckon  the  inundation  of  the  Nile,  the  blasting  of  the  corn,  and  scarcity  of 
the  fruits  of  the  earth.2  These  words,  however,  are  interpreted  by  others,  not  of  tiine 
miracles,  but  of  nine  commandments,  which  Moses  gave  his  people,  and  were  thus  numbered 
up  by  Mohammed  himself  to  a  Jew,  who  asked  him  the  question,  viz.,  That  they  should  not 
be  guilty  of  idolatry,  nor  steal,  nor  commit  adultery  or  murder,  nor  practise  sorcery  or  usury, 
nor  accuse  an  innocent  man  to  take  away  his  life,  or  a  modest  woman  of  whoredom,  nor 
desert  the  army ;  to  which  he  added  the  observing  of  the  sabbath,  as  a  tenth  commandment, 
but  which  peculiarly  regarded  the  Jews  :  upon  which  answer,  it  is  said,  the  Jew  kissed  the 
prophet's  hands  and  feet. 3 

fc  Some  think  these  words  are  directed  to  Moses,  who  is  hereby  commanded  to  demand  tht 
ikildrett  of  Israel  of  Pharaoh,  that  he  might  let  them  go  with  him. 

•  Ai  Beidawi.     See  chapter  4,  p.  6a  »  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin.  »  AJ  Beidawi 
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them,  and  Pharaoh  said  unto  him,  Verily  I  esteem  thee,  O  Moses,  to 
be  dehided  by  sorcery.  Moses  answered.  Thou  well  knowest  that 
none  hath  sent  down  these  evident  signs  except  the  LoRr  of  heaver 
and  earth  ;  and  I  surely  esteem  thee,  O  Pharaoh,  a  lost  7na7i.  Where- 
fore Pharaoh  sought  to  drive  them  out  of  the  land  ;  but  we  drowned 
him,  and  all  those  who  were  with  him.  And  we  said  unto  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel,  after  his  destruction^  Dwell  ye  in  the  land  :  and  when 
I  he  promise  of  the  next  life  shall  come  to  be  ftilJUled^  we  will  bring 
you  both  promiscuously  to  judgment.  We  have  sent  down  the  Kordn 
with  truth,  and  it  hath  descended  with  truth  :  and  we  have  not  sent 
thee  otherwise  than  to  be  a  bearer  of  good  tidings,  and  a  denouncer  of 
threats.  And  we  have  divided  the  Koran,  revcalifig  it  by  parcels^  that 
thou  mightest  read  it  unto  men  with  deliberation  ;  and  we  have  sent 
it  down,  causing  //  to  descend  as  occasioji  required}  Say,  Whether 
ye  believe  therein,  or  do  not  believe,  verily  those  who  have  been 
favoured  with  the  knowledge  of  the  scriptures  which  were  revealed 
before  it,  when  the  same  is  rehearsed  unto  them,  fall  down  on  their 
faces,'"  worshipping,  and  say.  Our  Lord  be  praised,  for  that  the  pro- 
mise of  our  Lord  is  surely  fulfilled  !  And  they  fall  down  on  their 
faces,  weeping  ;  and  the  heating  thereof  increaseth  their  humility. 
Say,  Call  upon  God,  or  call  on  the  Merciful :  by  whichsoever  of  tlie 
two  7iames  ye  invoke  hiin^  it  is  equal;  for  he  hath  most  excellent 
names.'i  Pronounce  not  thy  prayer  aloud,  neither  pronounce  it  with 
too  low  a  voice,"  but  follow  a  middle  way  between  these  :  and  say, 
Praise  be  unto  God,  who  hath  not  begotten  any  child ;  who  hath  no 
partner  in  the  kingdom,  nor  hath  any  to  protect  him  from  contempt : 
and  magnify  him  by  proclaiming  his  greatness;. 
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CHAPTER  XVin. 

entitled,  THE  CAVE ; P  REVEALED    AT   MECCA  1 

IN   THE   NAME   OF   THH    MOST   MERCIFUL   GOD. 

3 RAISE  be  unto  Cod,  who  hath  sent  down  unto  his  servant  the 
book  of  the  Ko?-d?t^  and  hath  not  inserted  therein  any  crooked- 
ness, but  hath  made  it  a  straight  rule :  that  he  should  threaten  a 

:  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IIL  p.  50. 

"  Literally,  on  their  chins. 

»  The  infidels  hearing  Mohammed  say,  O  GoD,  and  O  Merciful,  imagined  the  Aferei/ul 
was  the  name  of  a  deity  different  from  God,  and  that  he  preached  the  worship  of  two  ;  which 
occasioned  this  passage.     See  chapter  7,  p.  123.  .  , , 

«  Neither  so  loud,  that  the  infidels  may  overhear  thee,  and  thence  take  cccasion  to  blas- 
pheme and  scoff;  nor  so  softly  as  not  to  he  heard  by  the  assistants.  Some  suppose  that  bj* 
the  word  ^ayer,  in  this  place,  is  meant  the  reading  of  the_  Koran. 

9  The  chapter  is  thus  inscribed  because  it  makes  mention  of  the  cave  wherein  the  <even 
ileepers  concealed  themselves. 

\  Som  e  except  one  verse,  which  begins  thus,  Behave  thyself  iviih  constancy,  &c 
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grievous  punishment  unio  the  imbelievers,  from  his  presence  ;  and 
should  bear  good  tidings  unto  the  faithful,  who  work  righteousness, 
that  they  shall  receive  an  excellent  reward,  namely^  pa7'adise,  wherein 
they  shall  remain  for  ever  :  and  that  he  should  warn  those  who  say, 
God  hath  begotten  issue  ;  of  which  matter  they  have  no  knowledge, 
neither  had  their  fathers.  A  grievous  saying  it  is,  which  proceedeth 
from  their  mouths  :  they  speak  no  other  than  a  lie.  Peradventure 
thou  wilt  kill  thyself  with  grief  after  them,  out  of  thy  earliest  zeal  for 
their  conversio7i,  if  they  believe  not  in  this  new  revelation  of  the 
Kord7i.  Verily  we  have  ordained  whatsoever  is  on  the  earth  for  the 
ornament  thereof,  that  we  might  make  trial  of  7ne7i,  a7id  see  which  of 
them  excelleth  in  works  :  and  we  will  surely  reduce  whatever  is 
thereon,  to  dry  dust.  Dost  thou  consider  that  the  companions  of  the 
cave,"^  and  Al  Rakim,"  were  07ie  of  our  signs,  a7id  a  great  miracle  ? 
When  the  young  men  took  refuge  in  the  cave,  they  said,  O  Lord, 
grant  us  mercy  from  before  thee,  and  dispose  our  business  for  us  to 
a  right  isstic.  Wherefore  we  struck  their  ears  with  deaf7iess,  so  thai 
they  slept  luithojit  distiirba7tce  in  the  cave  for  a  great  number  of  years  : 
then  we  awaked  them,  that  we  might  know  which  of  the  two  parties  * 
was  more  exact  in  computing  the  space  which  they  had  remained 
the7'e.  We  will  relate  unto  thee  their  history  with  truth.  Verily  they 
were  young  men  who  had  believed  in  their  Lord  ;  and  we  had 
abundantly  directed  them  :  and  we  fortified  their  hearts  with  con- 
stancy when  they  stood  before  the  tyra7itj  and  they  said.  Our  Lord 
is  the  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth  :  we  will  by  no  means  call  on  any 
god  besides  him  ;  for  then  should  we  surely  utter  an  extravagance. 
These  our  fellow  people  have  taken  other  gods,  besides  him ; 
although  they  bring  no  demonstrative  argument  for  them  :  and  who 
is  more  unjust  than  he  who  deviseth  a  lie  concerning  GoD  ?  And 
they  said  the  one  to  the  other^  When  ye  shall  separate  yourselves  fxon? 
them,  and  fro7n  the  deities  which  they  worship,  except  GOD,"  fly  into 

»  These  were  certain  Christian  youths,  of  a  good  family  in  Ephesus,  who,  to  avoid  the 
persecution  of  the  emperor  Decius,  by  the  Arab  writers  called  Decianus,  hid  themselves  in 
%  cave,  where  they  slept  for  a  great  number  of  years.  * 

'Jhis  apocryphal  story  (for  Baronius^  treats  it  ns  no  better,  and  Father  IMarracci  '  acknow- 
ledges it  to  be  partly  false,  or  at  least  doubtful,  though  he  calls  Hottinger  a  vt07tsier  of  hn- 
^lety,  and  \\\^off-scv}n  q/Iicreitcs,  for  terming  it  a  fable-*),  was  borrowed  Ijy  Mohammed  from 
fre  Christian  traditions,^  but  has  been  embellished  by  him  and  his  followers  with  several 
additional  circumstances.^ 

•  What  is  meant  by  this  word  the  commentators  cannot  agree.  Some  will  have  it  to  be 
the  name  of  the  mountain,  or  the  valley,  wherein  the  ca%'e  was  ;  some  say  it  was  the  n.lme 
of  their  dog ;  and  others  (who  seem  to  come  nearest  the  true  signification)  that  it  was  a 
brass  plate,  or  stone  table,  placed  near  the  mouth  of  the  cave,  on  which  the  names  of  the 
young  men  were  written. 

There  are  some,  however,  who  take  the  companions  of  al  Raklm  to  be  different  from  the 
seven  sleepers  :  for  they  say  the  former  were  three  men  who  were  ariven  by  ill  weather  into  a 
cave  for  shelter,  and  were  shut  in  there  bj'  the  falling  down  of  a  vast  stone,  which  stopped 
the  cave's  mouth ;  but  on  their  begging  God's  mercy,  and  their  relating  each  of  them  a 
meritorious  a»tion  which  they  hoped  might  entitle  them  to  it,  were  miraculously  delivered  by 
ll-.e  rock's  rending  in  sunder  to  give  them  passage.' 

«  VIZ.,  Of  the  sleepers  themselves,  or  others,  who  were  divided  in  opinion  as  to  the  length 
of  their  stay  in  the  cave. 

■  For  they,  like  other  idolaters,  worshipped  the  true  God  and  idols  also.* 

•  a:  Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddin,  &c.  2  in  Martyrol.  ad  27  Julii.  3  In  Alcor.  p.  425.  et 
in  Prodr.  part.  4,  p.  103.  •«  Hotting.  Hist.  Orient,  p.  40.  =>  Vide  Greg.  Turon.  c^ 
Simeon.  Metaphrast.  «  Vide  D'Herbelot,  Bibl.  Orient,  p.  1S9.  '  Al  P.eidr.vi,  -3 
trad  Nooman  Ebn  Bashir.               *  Idem. 
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the  cave  :  your  LoRD  will  pour  his  mercy  on  you  abundantly,  and 
will  dispose  your  business  for  you  to  advantage.  And  thou  mightest 
have  seen  the  sun,  when  it  had  risen,  to  decline  from  their  cave 
towards  the  right  hand  ;  and  when  it  went  down,  to  leave  them  on 
the  left  hand  :*  and  they  were  in  the  spacious  part  of  the  cavey  This 
was  07te  of  the  signs  of  GoD.  Whomsoever  GoD  shall  direct,  he 
shall  be  rightly  directed  ;  and  whomsoever  he  shall  cause  to  err,  thou 
shalt  not  find  any  to  defend  or  to  direct.  And  thou  wouldest  have 
judged  them  to  have  been  awake,*  while  they  were  sleeping ;  and  we 
caused  them  to  turn  themselves  to  the  right  hand,  and  to  the  left.* 
And  their  dog^  stretched  forth  his  fore-legs  in  the  mouth  of  the  cave  : 
if  thou  hadst  come  suddenly  upon  them,  verily  thou  wouldest  have 
turned  thy  back  and  fled  from  them,  and  thou  wouldest  have  been 
filled  with  fear  at  the  sight  of  them.*  And  so  we  awaked  them  from 
their  sleep,  that  they  might  ask  questions  of  one  another.  One  of 
them  spake  and  said,  How  long  have  ye  tarried  here  f  They 
answered,  Wj  have  tarried  a  day,  or  part  of  a  day.  The  others  said. 
Your  Lord  best  knoweth  the  ti?ne  ye  have  tarried  :**  and  now  send 
one  of  you  with  this  your  money  into  the  city,®  and  let  him  see  which 
of  its  inhabitants  hath  the  best  and  cheapest  food,  and  let  him  bring 
you  provision  from  him  ;  and  let  him  behave  circumspectly,  and  not 
discover  you  to  any  one.  Verily,  if  they  come  up  against  you,  they 
will  stone  you,  or  force  you  to  return  to  their  religion  ;  and  then  shall 
ye  not  prosper  for  ever.  And  so  we  made  their  people  acquainted 
with  what  had  happened  to  them;   that  they  might  know  that  the 

»  Lest  it  should  be  offensive  to  them,  the  cave  opening  towards  the  south.' 

y  i.e..  In  the  midst  of  it,  where  they  were  incommoded  neither  by  the  heat  of  the  sun  nor 
the  closeness  of  the  cave.^ 

•.  Because  of  their  having  their  eyes  open,  or  their  frequent  turning  themselves  from  one 
side  to  the  other.8 

a  Lest  their  lying  so  long  on  the  ground  should  consume  their  flesh.* 

*  This  dog  had  followed  them  as  they  passed  by  him  when  they  fled  to  the  cave,  and  they 
drove  him  away;  whereupon  God  caused  him  to  speak,  and  he  said,  /  loz'e  those  who  are 
dear  7into  God ;  go  to  sleep  therefore,  and  I  will  guard  you.  But  some  say,  it  was  a  dog 
belonging  to  a  shepherd  who  followed  them,  and  that  the  dog  followed  the  shepherd  ;  which 
opinion  is  supported  by  reading,  as  some  do,  cS.lebohom,  their  dog's  master,  intead  of 
calbohom,  their  dog.*  Jallalo'ddin  adds,  that  the  dog  behaved  as  his  masters  did,  in  turning 
himself,  in  sleeping,  and  in  waking. 

The  Mohammedans  have  a  great  respect  for  this  dog,  and  allow  him  a  place  in  paradise 
with  some  other  favourite  brutes  :  and  they  have  a  sort  of  proverb  which  they  use  in  speaking 
of  a  covetous  person,  that  he  would  not  throw  a  bone  to  the  dog  of  the  seven  sleepers  ;  nay, 
it  is  said  that  they  have  the  superstition  to  write  his  name,  which  they  suppose  to  be 
Katmtr  (though  some,  as  is  observed  above,  think  he  was  called  al  Rakim),  on  their  letters 
which  go  far,  or  which  pass  the  sea,  as  a  protection,  or  kind  of  talisman,  to  preserve  them 
from  miscarriage.fi 

c  For  that  God  had  given  them  terrible  countenances  ;  or  el.se  because  of  the  largeness  of 
their  bodies,  or  the  horror  of  the  place. 

It  is  related  that  the  Khalif  Moftwiyah,  in  an  expedition  he  made  again.<;t  Natolia,  passed 
by  the  cave  of  the  seven  sleepers,  and  would  needs  send  .somebody  into  it,  notwithstanding  Ebn 
AbbSs  remonstrated  to  him  the  danger  of  it,  saying,  That  a  better  man  than  him  (meaning 
the  prophet)  had  been  forbidden  to  enter  it,  and  repeated  this  verse  ;  but  the  men  the  Khaliff 
sent  in  had  no  sooner  entered  the  cave,  than  they  were  struck  dead  by  a  burning  wind.' 

**  As  they  entered  the  cave  in  the  morning,  and  waked  about  noon,  they  at  first  imagined 
they  had  slept  half  a  day,  or  a  day  and  a  half  at  most ;  but  when  they  found  their  nails  and 
hair  grown  very  long,  they  used  these  words.* 
Which  some  commentators  suppose  was  Tarsus. 

'  Idem.        9  Idem.  '  Idem.  <  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin.  *  Idem.  •  La  Roquo, 

Voy.  de  I'Arabie  Heur.  p.  74.     Vide  D'Herbel.  ubi  sup.  '  Al  Beidawi.  ■  Idem. 
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promise  of  God  is  tfue,  and  that  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  last  hour  ;♦ 
when  they  disputed  among  themselves  concerning  their  matter.? 
And  they  said,  Erect  a  building  over  them  :  their  Lord  best  knovveth 
their  conditioji.  Those  who  prevailed  in  their  affair  answered,  We 
will  surely  build  a  chapel  over  them>  Soine  say,  The  sleepers  were 
three;  and  their  dog  was  the  fourth :'  and  others  say,  They  were 
five  ;  and  their  dog  was  the  sixth  ;J  guessing  at  a  secret  matter  :  and 
others  say,  They  were  seven  ;  and  their  dog  was  the  eighth>  Say, 
My  Lord  best  knoweth  their  number  :  none  shall  know  them,  except 
a  few.  Wherefore  dispute  not  concerning  them,  unless  with  a  clear 
disputation,  according  to  what  hath  been  revealed  unto  thee  :  and  ask 
not  any  of  the  Christians  concerning  them.  Say  not  of  any  matter, 
I  will  surely  do  this  to-morrow ;  unless  thou  add.  If  God  please.^ 
And  remember  thy  Lord,  when  thou  forgettest,*"  and  say.  My  Lord 
is  able  to  direct  me  with  ease,  that  I  may  draw  near  unto  the  truth 
of  this  matter  rightlj'.  And  they  remained  in  their  cave  three 
hundred  years,  and  nine  years  over."  Say,  God  best  knoweth  how 
long  they  continued  there :  unto  him  are  the  secrets  of  heaven  and 
earth  ktiownj  do  thou  make  him  to  see  and  to  hear.^  The  inhabitants 
thereof  have  no  protector  besides  him  ;  neither  doth  he  suffer  any 
one  to  have  a  share  in  the  establishment  or  knowledge  of  his  decree. 
Read  that  which  hath  been  revealed  unto  thee,  of  the  book  of  thy 

*  The  long  sleep  of  these  young  men,  and  their  waking  after  so  many  years,  being  a  repre- 
sentation of  the  state  of  those  who  die,  and  are  afterwards  raised  to  life. 

f  i.e..  Concerning  the  resurrection  ;  some  saying  that  the  souls  only  should  be  raised,  others, 
that  they  should  be  raised  with  the  body  :  or,  concerning  the  sleepers,  after  they  were  really 
dead  ;  one  saying,  that  they  were  dead,  and  another,  they  were  only  asleep  :  or  else  concern- 
ing the  erecting  a  building  over  them,  as  it  follows  in  the  next  words  ;  some  advising  a  dwell- 
ing-house to  be  built  there,  and  others  a  temple.' 

^  When  the  young  man  who  was  sent  into  the  city,  went  to  pay  for  the  provision  he  had 
bought,  his  money  was  so  old,  being  the  coin  of  Decianus,  that  they  imagined  lie  had  found 
a  treasure,  and  carried  him  before  the  prince,  who  was  a  Christian,  and  having  heard  his 
story,  sent  some  with  him  to  the  cave,  who  saw  and  spoke  to  the  others  :  after  which  they 
fell  asleep  again  and  died  ;  and  the  prince  ordered  them  to  be  buried  in  the  same  place,  and 
built  a  chapel  over  them. 

'  This  was  the  opinion  of  al  Seyid,  a  Jacobite  Christian  of  Najran. 

%  Which  was  the  opinion  of  certain  Christians,  and  particularly  of  a  Nestorian  prelate. 

*  And  this  is  the  true  opinion."'' 

^  It  is  said,  that  when  the  Koreish,  by  the  direction  of  the  Jews,  put  the  three  questions 
above  mentioned  to  Mohammed,  he  bid  them  come  to  him  the  next  day,  and  he  would  give 
them  an  answer,  but  added  not,  if  it  please  God;  for  which  reason  he  had  the  mortification 
to  wait  above  ten  days  before  any  revelation  was  vouchsafed  him  concerning  those  matters, 
so  that  the  Koreish  triumphed,  and  bitterly  reproached  him  as  a  liar  :  but  at  length  Gabriel 
brought  him  directions  what  he  should  say ;  with  this  admonition,  however,  that  he  should 
not  be  so  confident  for  the  future.  ^ 

"  i.e.,  Give  the  glory  to  him,  and  ask  pardon  for  thy  omission,  in  case  thou  forget  to  say, 
If  it  please  God. 

»  Jallalo'ddin  supposes  the  whole  space  was  three  hundred  solar  years,  and  that  the  odd 
nine  are  added  to  reduce  them  to  lunar  years. 

Some  think  these  words  are  introduced  as  ipoken  by  the  Christians,  who  differed  among 
themselves  about  the  time  ;  one  saying  it  was  three  hundred  years,  and  another,  three  hun- 
dred  and  nine  years.*  The  interval  between  the  reign  of  Decius,  and  that  ot  Theodosius  the 
younger,  in  whose  time  the  sleepers  are  said  to  have  awaked,  will  not  allow  them  to  have 
slept  quite  two  hundred  years  ;  though  Mohammed  is  somewiiat  excusable,  since  the  number 
assigned  by  Simeon  Metaphrastes  *  is  three  hundred  and  seventy  two  years. 
_  «  This  is  an  ironical  expression,  intimating  the  folly  and  madness  of  man's  presuming  to 
ustruct  GoD.« 

'  Idem.  «  Idem,  Jalialo'ddia.  »  AJ  B^jdlwL  •  Idem.  »  Ubi  sus* 

«  Al  B^i-44wi.  Tallalo'ddia. 
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Lord,  without  presuming  to  make  any  change  therein-.^  there  is  none 
who  hath  power  to  change  his  words  ;  and  thou  shalt  not  find  any 
to  fly  to,  besides  him,  if  thou  attempt  it.  Behave  thyself  with  con- 
stancy towards  those  who  call  upon  their  Lord  morning  and  evening, 
and  who  seek  his  favour  ;  and  let  not  thine  eyes  be  turned  away  from 
them,  seeking  the  pomp  of  this  life  ;S  neither  obey  him  whose  heart 
we  have  caused  to  neglect  the  remembrance  of  us,"^  and  who  foUoweth 
his  lusts,  and  leaveth  the  triith  behind  him,  and  say.  The  truth  is 
from  your  Lord  ;  wherefore  let  him  who  will,  believe,  and  let  him 
who  will,  be  incredulous.  We  have  surely  prepared  for  the  unjust 
hell  fire,  the  flame  and  smoke  whereof  shall  surround  them  like  a 
pavilion  :  and  if  they  beg  relief,  they  shall  be  relieved  with  water 
like  molten  brass,  which  shall  scald  their  faces  ;  O  how  miserable  a 
portion,  and  how  unhappy  a  couch !  As  to  those  who  believe  and  do 
good  works,  we  will  not  suffer  the  reward  of  him  who  shall  work 
righteousness  to  perish  :  for  them  are  prepared  gardens  of  eternal 
abode,*  which  shall  be  watered  by  rivers ;  they  shall  be  adorned 
therein  with  bracelets  of  gold,  and  shall  be  clothed  in  green  garments 
of  fine  silk  and  brocades;  reposing  themselves  therein  on  thrones. 
O  how  happy  a  reward,  and  how  easy  a  couch  !  And  propound  unto 
them  as  a  parable  two  men  :*  on  the  one  of  whom  we  had  bestowed 
two  vineyards,  and  had  surrounded  them  with  palm-trees,  and  had 
caused  corn  to  grow  between  them.  Each  of  the  gardens  brought 
forth  its  fruit  every  season^  and  failed  not  at  all ;  and  we  caused  a 
river  to  flow  in  the  midst  thereof  :  and  he  had  great  abundance.  And 
he  said  unto  his  companion  by  way  of  debate,  I  am  superior  to  thee 
in  wealth,  and  have  a  more  powerful  family.  And  he  went  into  his 
garden,"  being  guilty  of  injustice  against  his  own  soul,  and  said,  I  do 
not  think  that  this  garden  will  decay  for  ever  ;  neither  do  I  think 
that  the  last  hour  will  come  :  and  although  I  should  return  unto  my 
Lord,  verily  I  shall  find  a  better  garden  than  this  in  exchange.* 
And  his  companion  said  unto  him,  by  way  of  debate,  Dost  thou  not 
believe  in  him  who  created  thee  of  the  dust,  and  afterwards  of  seed  ; 
and  then  fashioned  thee  into  a  perfect  man  1    But  as  for  me,  God  is 

p  As  the  unbelievers  would  persuade  thee  to  do. ' 

\  2"hat  is,  Despise  not  the  poor  believers  because  of  thefr  meanness,  nor  honour  the  rich 
because  of  their  wealth  and  grandeur. 

»  The  person  more  particularly  intended  here,  it  is  said,  was  Ommeya  Ebn  Khalf,  who 
desired  Mohammed  to  discard  his  indigent  companions,  out  of  respect  to  the  Koreish.  See 
chapter  6  p.  93. 

»  Literally  of  Eden.     See  chapter  9,  p.  142,  143. 

♦  Though  these  seem  to  be  general  characters  only,  designed  to  represent  the  different  end 
of  the  wicked,  and  of  the  good  ;  yet  it  is  supposed,  by  some,  that  two  particular  persons  are 
here  meant.  One  says  they  were  two  Israelites  and  brothers,  who  had  a  considerable 
sum  left  them  by  their  father,  which  theydividtd  between  them  ;  and  that  one  of  them,  being 
an  unbeliever,  bought  large  fields  and  possessions  with  his  portion,  while  the  other,  who  was 
a  true  believer,  disposed  of  his  to  pious  uses  ;  but  that  in  the  end,  the  former  was  ruined,  and 
the  latter  prospered.  Another  thinks  they  were  two  men  of  the  tribe  of  Makhzflm  :  the  one 
named  al  Aswad  Ebn  Abd'al  Ashadd,  an  infidel ;  and  the  other  Abu  Salma  Ebn  Abd'allah, 
the  husband  of  0mm  Salma  (whom  the  prophet  married  after  his  death),  and  a  true 
believer.'' 

"  Carrying  his  companion  with  him,  out  of  ostentation,  and  to  mortify  him  with  the  view 
if  his  large  possessions.* 

*  Vainly  imagining  that  his  prosperity  was  not  so  much  the  free  gift  of  God,  as  dus  to  hu 
merit.* 

*  Ildeoi.  *  Al  Beidslwl  *  Idem.  *  Idem 
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my  Lord  ;  and  I  will  not  associate  any  other  deiiy  with  iiiy  Lord. 
And  when  thou  enterest  thy  garden,  wilt  thou  not  say,  What  God 
pleaseth  shall  come  to  pass;  there  is  no  power  but  in  GOD  alone  f 
Although  thou  seest  me  to  be  inferior  to  thee  in  wealth  and  number 
of  children,  my  Lord  is  well  able  to  bestow  on  me  a  better  gift 
than  thy  garden,  and  to    shoot  his  arrows   against  the  same  from 
heaven,  so  that  it  shall  become  barren  dust ;  or  its  water  may  sink 
deep  into   the  earthy  that   thou  canst  not  draw  thereof.      And  his 
possessions  were  encompassed  with  destruction^  as  his  companion 
had  forewarned  him  :   wherefore  he  began  to  turn  down  the  palms 
of  his  hands  out  of  sorrow   and   regret  for    that  which    he   had 
expended  thereon  ;  for  the  vines  thereof  were  fallen  down  on  their 
trails  :  and  he  said.  Would  to  GOD  that   I  had  not  associated  any 
other  deity  with  my  Lord  !    And  he  had  no  party  to  assist  him, 
besides  God,  neither  was   he   able  to   defend   himself  against  his 
vengeance.     In  such  case   protection   belongeth  of  right  unto  God 
alone  J  he  is  the  best  rewarder,  and  the  best  giver  of  success.     And 
propound  to  them  a  similitude  of  the  present  life.     //  is  like  water 
which  we  send  down  from  heaven  ;   and  the  herb  of  the  earth  is 
mixed  therewith,  and  after  it  hath  been  green  and  flourishing ^  in  the 
morning  it  becometh  dry  stubble,  which  the  winds  scatter  abroad  :  and 
God  is  able  to  do  all  things.     Wealth  and  children  are  the  ornament 
of  this   present  life  :   but  good  works,  which  are  permanent,  are 
better  in  the  sight  of  thy  Lord,  with  respect  to  the  reward,  and  better 
with  respect  to  hope.     On  a  certain  day  we  will  cause  the  mountains 
to  pass  away,y  and  thou  shalt  see  the  earth  appearing  plain  and  even  j 
and  we  will  gather  mankind  together,  and  we  will  not  leave  any  one 
of  them  behind.     And  they  shall  be  set  before  thy  Lord  in  distinct 
order,  and  he  shall   say  unto   them.    Now  are  ye  come    unto    us 
naked,  as  we  created  you  the  first  time  :   but  ye  thought  that  we 
should  not  perform  our  promise  unto  you.     And  the  book  wherein 
every  ones  actions  are  recorded  shall  be  put  into  his  handj  and  thou 
shalt  see  the  wicked  in  great  terror,  because  of  that  which  is  written 
therein,  and  they  shall  say,  Alas  for  us  !  what  meaneth  this  book  ?  it 
omitteth  neither  a  small  action  nor  a  great  one,  but  it  compriseth  the 
same  ;  and  they  shall  find  that  which  they  have  wrought,  present 
before  their  eyes :  and  thy  Lord  will  not  deal  unjustly  with  any  one. 
Reinember  when  we  said  unto  the  angels.  Worship  ye  Adam  :  and 
they  all  worshipped  him,  except  Eblis,*  who  was  one  of  the  genii,* 
and  departed  from  the  command  of  his  Lord.    Will  ye  therefore  take 
him  and  his  offspring  for  your  patrons  besides  me,  notwithstanding 
they  are  your  enemies  ?     Miserable  shall  such  a  change  be  to  the 
ungodly  !    I  called  not  them  to  be  present  at  the  creation  of  the 
heavens  and  of  the  earth,  nor  at  the  creation  of  themselves,  neither 

T  For  being  torn  up  by  the  roots,  they  shall  fly  in  the  air,  and  be  reduced  to  atoms.' 

«  See  chapter  2,  p,  5,  and  chapter  7,  p.  105,  &c. 

»  Hence  some  imagine  the  genii  are  a  species  of  angels  :  others  suppose  the  devil  to  have 
been  originally  a  genius,  which  was  the  occasion  of  his  rebellion,  and  call  him  t/te  father  oj 
the  genii,  whom  he  begat  after  his  fall ;  ^  it  being  a  constant  opinion  among  the  Mohamme- 
dans, that  the  angels  are  impeccable,  and  do  not  propagate  their  species. 3 

'  Idem.  See  Prelim  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  64.  '  Jallalo'ddin,  &c  3  See  the  Prelim  Diss. 
Sect.  IV,  p.  56,  &c. 
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did  I  take  those  seducers  for  my  assistants.  On  a  certain  day,  GOB 
hall  say  unto  the  idolaters ^  Call  those  whom  ye  imagined  to  be  my 
companions,  to  protect  you  :  and  they  shall  call  them,  but  they  shall 
not  answer  them  ;  and  we  will  place  a  valley  of  destruction  between 
them  :  ^  and  the  wicked  shall  see  he//  fire  ;  and  they  shall  know  that 
they  shall  be  thrown  into  the  same,  and  they  shall  find  no  way  to 
avoid  it.  And  now  have  we  variously  propounded  unto  men,  in  this 
Koran,  a  parable  of  every  kind ;  but  man  cavilleth  at  most  things 
therein.  Yet  nothing  hindereth  men  from  believing,  now  a  direction 
is  come  unto  them,  and  from  asking  pardon  of  their  Lord,  excepting 
that  they  wait  until  the  punishment  of  their  predecessors  come  to  be 
i7iflicted  on  them,  or  that  the  chastisement  of  the  next  life  come  upon 
them  publicly.  We  send  not  our  messengers,  but  to  bear  good 
tidings,  and  to  denounce  threats.  Those  who  believe  not,  dispute 
with  vain  argti7ne7tts^  that  they  may  thereby  render  the  truth  of  no 
effect  :  and  they  hold  my  signs,  and  the  admonitions  which  have 
been  made  them,  in  derision.  And  who  is  more  unjust  than  he  who 
hath  been  acquainted  with  the  signs  of  his  Lord,  and  retireth  afar 
off  from  the  same,  and  forgetteth  that  which  his  hands  have  formerly 
committed.-*  Verily  we  have  cast  veils  over  their  hearts,  lest  they 
should  understand  the  Koran,  and  into  their  ears  thickness  of 
hearing  :  if  thou  invite  them  to  the  true  direction,  yet  will  they  not 
therefore  be  directed  for  ever.  Thy  Lord  is  gracious,  endued  with 
mercy ;  if  he  would  have  punished  them  for  that  which  they  have 
committed,  he  would  doubtless  have  hastened  their  punishment :  but 
a  threat  hath  been  denomiced  against  them,'=  and  they  shall  find  no 
refuge,  besides  him.  And  those  former  cities*^  did  we  destroy,  when 
they  acted  unjustly ;  and  we  gave  them  previous  warning  of  their 
destruction.  And  remember  when  Moses  said  unto  his  servant 
Joshua,  the  son  of  Nun,  I  will  not  cease  to  go  forwa?'d,  until  I  come 
to  the  place  where  the  two  seas  meet ;  or  I  will  travel  for  a  long 
space  of  time.®  But  when  they  were  arrived  at  the  meeting  of  the 
two  seas,^  they  forgot  their  fish  which  they  had  taken  with  themj « 

b  i.e.,  Between  the  idolaters  and  their  false  gods.  Some  suppose  the  meaning  is  no  mora 
than  that  God  will  set  them  at  variance  and  division. 

c  viz..  Of  their  calamity  at  Bedr  (for  the  Koreish  are  the  infidels  here  intended),  or  their 
punishment  at  the  resurrection.' 

*  That  is,  the  towns  of  the  Adites,  Thamfldites,  Sodomites,  &c. 

*  The  original  word  properly  signifies  the  space  of  eighty  years  and  upwards.  To  explain 
this  long  passage  the  commentators  tell  the  following  story.  They  say  that  Moses  once 
preaching  to  the  people,  they  admired  his  knowledge  and  eloquence  so  much,  that  they  asked 
him  whether  he  knew  any  man  in  the  world  who  was  wiser  than  himself ;  to  which  he 
answered  in  the  negative  :  whereupon  God,  in  a  revelation,  having  reprehended  him  for  his 
vanity  (though  some  pretend  that  Moses  asked  God  the  question  of  his  own  accord),  ac« 
quaintod  him  that  his  servant  al  Khedr  was  more  knowing  than  he  ;  and,  at  Moses's  request, 
told  him  he  might  find  that  person  at  a  certain  rock,  where  the  two  seas  met ;  directing 
him  to  take  a  fish  with  him  in  a  basket,  and  that  where  he  missed  the  fish,  that  was  the  place. 
Accordingly  Moses  set  out,  with  his  servant  Joshua,  in  search  of  al  Khedr  ;  which  expedition 
is  here  described.* 

'  viz..  Those  of  Persia  and  Greece.  Some  fancy  that  the  meeting  of  Moses  and  al  Khedr 
is  here  intended,  as  of  the  two  seas  of  knowledge. 3 

*  Moses  forgot  to  inquire  concerning  it,  and  Joshua  forgot  to  tell  him  when  he  missed  it 
It  is  said  that  when  they  came  to  the  rock,  Moses  falling  asieep,  the  fish,  which  was  roasted, 
leaped  out  of  the  basket  into  the  sea ;  some  add,  that  Joshua  making  the  ablution  at  the 

I  Al  BeidftwL  '  Idem,  Al  Zamakhsluri,  Al  Bokhari,  in  Sonaa,  &c.  Ideia 
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and  the  fish  took  its  way  freely  ^  in  the  sea.  And  when  they  had 
passed  beyond  that  place,  Moses  said  unto  his  servant,  Bring  us  our 
dinner  :  for  now  are  we  fatigued  with  this  our  journey.  His  serva?it 
answered,  Dost  thou  know  what  has  befallen  me  ?  When  we  took 
up  our  lodging  at  the  rock,  verily  I  forgot  the  fish  :  and  none  made 
me  to  forget  it,  except  Satan,  that  I  should  not  remind  thee  of  it. 
And  the  fish  took  its  way  in  the  sea,  in  a  wonderful  manner.  Moses 
said,  This  is  what  we  sought  after.  And  they  both  went  back,  returning 
by  the  way  they  came.  And  coming  to  the  rock  they  found  one  of  our 
servants,'  unto  whom  we  had  granted  mercy  from  us,  and  whom  we 
had  taught  wisdom  from  before  us.  Atid  Moses  said  unto  him, 
Shall  I  follow  thee,  that  thou  mayest  teach  me  part  of  that  which 
thou  hast  been  taught,  for  a  direction  unto  me?  He  answered. 
Verily  thou  canst  not  bear  with  me  :  for  how  canst  thou  patiently 
suffer  those  things,  the  knowledge  whereof  thou  dost  not  compre- 
hend ?  Moses  replied.  Thou  shalt  find  me  patient,  if  God  please  ; 
neither  will  I  be  disobedient  unto  thee  in  anything.  He  said,  If 
thou  follow  me  therefore,  ask  me  not  concerning  anything,  until  I 
shall  declare  the  meaning  thereof  unto  thee.  So  they  both  went 
on  by  the  sea-shore^  until  they  went  up  into  a  ship  ;  and  he  made  a 
hole  therein.^  And  Moses  said  unto  him,  Hast  thou  made  a  hole 
therein,  that  thou  mightest  drown  those  who  are  on  board  ?  now 
hast  thou  done  a  strange  thing.  He  answered.  Did  I  not  tell  thee 
that  thou  couldest  not  bear  with  me  ?  Moses  said,  Rebuke  me  not, 
because  I  did  forget ;  and  impose  not  on  me  a  difficulty  in  what  I 
am  commanded.  Wherefore  they  left  the  ship  a?id  proceeded,  until 
they  met  with  a  youth  ;  and  he  slew  him.*^  Moses  said.  Hast  thou 
slain  an  innocent  person,  without  his  haviftg  killed  2iXio\hQrl  Now 
hast  thou  committed  an  unjust  action.  (XVI.)  He  answered.  Did  I  not 
tell  thee  that  thou  couldest  not  bear  with  me  ?  Moses  said.  If  I  ask 
thee  concerning  anything  hereafter,  suffer  me  not  to  accompany 
thee :  now  hast  thou  received  an  excuse  from  me.  They  went 
forwards  therefore,  until  they  came  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  certain 

fountain  of  life  (of  which  immediately),  some  of  the  water  happened  to  be  sprinkled  on  the 
fish,  which  immediately  restored  it  to  life. ' 

I"  The  word  here  translated yr^r^/y,  signifying  also  a  pipe  or  arched  canal  for  conveyance  of 
water,  some  have  imagined  that  the  water  of  the  sea  was  miraculously  kept  from  touching 
the  body  of  the  fish,  which  passed  through  it  as  under  an  arch.  2 

*  This  person,  according  to  the  general  opinion,  was  the  prophet  al  Khedr ;  whom  the 
Mohammedans  usually  confound  with  Phineas,  Elias,  and  St.  George,  saying  that  his  soul 
passed  by  a  metempsychosis  successively  through  all  three.  Some',  however,  say  his  true 
name  was  Balya  Ebn  Malcan,  and  that  he  lived  in  the  time  of  Afridun,  one  of  the  ancient 
kings  of  Persia,  and  that  he  preceded  Dhu'lkarnein,  and  lived  to  the  time  of  Moses.  They 
suppose  al  Khedr,  having  found  out  the  fountain  of  life  and  drunk  thereof,  became  immortal ; 
and  that  he  had  therefore  this  name  from  \i\%  flourishing  and  continual  youth. 3 

Part  of  these  fictions  they  took  from  the  Jews,  some  of  whom  also  fancy  Phineas  was 
Elias.* 

j   For  al  Khedr  took  an  axe,  and  knocked  out  two  of  her  planks.* 

k  By  twisting  his  neck  round,  or  dashing  his  head  against  a  wall,  or  else  by  throwing  him 
down  and  cutting  his  throat.^ 

"  Idem.  2  Idem.  »  Idem.     Vide  D'Herbelot,  Bibl.  Orient.  Art.  Khedher,  Septem- 

castrens.  de  Turcar.  Moribus.  Busbeq.  Epist.  i,  p.  93,  &c.  Hotting.  Hist.  Orient,  p.  58,  &c., 
99,  &c.,  292,  &c  <  R.  Levi  Ben  Gerson  in  Append.  1.  i,  Reg.  i,  27.  5  Al  Beid^wi. 

*  Idem 
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city  :*  and  they  asked  food  of  the  inhabitants  thereof;  but  they 
refused  to  receive  them.  And  they  found  therein  a  wall,  which  was 
ready  to  fall  down  ;  and  he  set  it  upright.™  Whereupon  Moses  said 
u7ito  hini^  If  thou  wouldest  thou  mightest  doubtless  have  received  a 
reward  for  it.  He  answered,  This  shall  be  a  separation  between 
me  and  thee  :  but  I  will  first  declare  unto  thee  the  signification  of 
that  which  thou  couldest  not  bear  with  patience.  The  vessel 
belonged  to  certain  poor  men,"  who  did  their  business  in  the  sea : 
and  I  was  minded  to  render  it  unserviceable,  because  there  was  a 
king"  behind  them,  who  took  every  sound  ship  by  force.  As  to  the 
youth,  his  parents  were  true  believers,  and  we  feared  lest  he,  being 
an  unbeliever,  should  oblige  them  to  suffer  his  perverseness  and 
ingratitude :  wherefore  we  desired  that  their  Lord  might  give 
them  a  more  righteous  child  in  exchange  for  him,  and  one  more 
affectionate  towards  ihem.v  And  the  wall  belonged  to  two  orphan 
youths  <i  in  the  city,  and  under  it  was  a  treasure  hidden  which 
belonged  to  them  ;  and  their  father  was  a  righteous  man  :  and  thy 
Lord  was  pleased  that  they  should  attain  their  full  age,  and  take 
forth  their  treasure,  through  the  mercy  of  thy  LORD.  And  I  did  not 
what  thou  hast  seen  of  mine  own  will,  but  by  God^s  direction.  This 
is  the  interpretation  of  that  which  thou  couldest  not  bear  with 
patience.  The  Jews  will  ask  thee  concerning  Dhu'lkarnein.'' 
Answer,  I  will  rehearse  unto  you  an  account  of  him.  We  made 
him  powerful  in  the  earth,  and  we  gave  him  means  to  accomplish 
everything  he  pleased.  And  he  followed  his  way,  until  he  came 
to  the  place  where  the  sun   setteth ;   and  he  found  it  to  set  in  a 

'  This  city  was  Antioch  ;  or,  as  some  rather  think,  OboIIah,  near  Basra,  or  else  Bajirw£ln 
In  Armenia.' 

*  By  only  stroking  it  with  his  hand  ;  though  others  say  he  threw  it  down  and  rebuilt  it.' 

"  They  were  ten  brothers,  five  of  whom  were  past  their  labour  by  reason  of  their  age.  ^ 

°  Named  Jaland  Ebn  Karkar,  or  Minwar  Ebn  Jaland  al  Azdi.* 

P  It  is  said  that  they  had  afterwards  a  daughter,  who  was  the  wife  and  the  mother  of  a 
prophet ;  and  that  her  son  converted  a  whole  nation.* 

1  Their  names  were  Asram  and  Sarim.6 

»  Or,  The  two-horned.  The  generality  of  the  commentators^  suppose  the  person  here  meant 
to  be  Alexander  the  Great,  or,  as  they  call  him,  Iscander  al  Rflmi,  king  of  Persia  and  Greece  ; 
but  there  are  very  different  opinions  as  to  the  reason  of  this  surname.  Some  think  it  was 
given  him  because  he  was  king  of  the  East  and  of  the  West,  or  because  he  had  made  expedi- 
tions to  both  those  extreme  parts  of  the  earth ;  or  else  because  he  had  two  horns  on  his 
di.  d;ni,  or  two  curls  of  hair,  like  horns,  on  his  forehead  ;  or,  which  is  most  probable,  by 
reason  of  his  great  valour.  Several  modern  writers  ^  rather  suppose  the  surname  was  occa- 
sioned by  his  being  represented  in  his  coins  and  statues  with  horns,  as  the  son  of  Jupiter 
Ammon  ;  or  else  by  his  being  compared  by  the  prophet  Daniel  to  a  he-goat ;  s  though  he  is 
there  represented  with  but  one  horn.'" 

There  are  some  good  writers,  however,  who  believe  the  prince  intended  in  this  passage  o/ 
the  Koran  was  not  Alexander  the  Grecian,  but  another  great  conqueror,  who  bore  the  same 
name  and  surname,  and  was  much  more  ancient  than  he,  being  contemporary  with  Abraham, 
and  one  of  the  kings  of  Persia  of  the  first  race ;  "  or,  as  others  suppose,  a  king  of  Yamao, 
named  Asaab  Ebn  al  Raycbh.'- 

They  all  agree  he  w  as  a  true  believer,  but  whether  he  was  a  prophet  or  no,  is  a  disputed   . 
point. 

'  Idem.  "^  Idem.  '  Idem.  *  Idem.  5  Idem.  •  Idem. 

'  Idem,  Al  Zamakhshari,  Jalialo'ddin,  Yahya.  ^  Scaliger,  de  Emend,  temp.  L'Em* 

fereur,  not.  in  Jachiad.     Dan.  viii.  5.     Gol.  in  Alfrag.  p.  58,  &c.     "  Schickard.  Tarikh  Reg. 
ers.  p.  73.  '0  See  D.\n.  viii.  "  Abulfeda,  Khondemir,  Tarikh  Montakhab.  && 

Vide  D'Herbel.  Bibl.  Orient.  Art.  EscauJer.  '■'  Ex  trad.  Ebn  Abbas.  Vide  Poc 

Spec.  p.  38. 
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spring  of  black  mud  ;'  and  he  found  near  the  same  a  certain  people.* 
And  we  said,  O  Dhu'lkarnein,  either  punish  this  people,  or  use 
gentleness  towards  them."  He  answered,  Whosoever  of  them  shall 
commit  injustice,  we  will  surely  punish  him  in  this  world j  -after- 
wards shall  he  return  unto  his  Lord,  and  he  shall  punish  him  \rith  a 
severe  punishment.  But  whosoever  believeth,  and  doth  that  which  is 
right,  shall  receive  the  most  excellent  reward,  and  we  will  give  him 
in  command  that  which  is  easy.  Then  he  continued  his  way,  until 
he  came  to  the  place  where  the  sun  riseth  ;»  and  he  found  it  to  rise 
on  certain  people,  unto  whom  we  had  not  given  anything  wherewith 
to  shelter  themselves  therefrom.y  Thus  it  was;  and  we  compre- 
hended with  our  knowledge  the  forces  which  were  with  him.  And 
he  prosecuted  his  ]ovimty  from  south  to  north,  until  he  came  between 
the  two  mountains ;'  beneath  which  he  found  certain  people, 
who  could  scarce  understand  what  was  said.*  And  they  said, 
O  Dhu'lkarnein,  verily  Gog  and  Magog  waste  the  land ;  ^  shall 
we  therefore  pay  the  tribute,  on  condition  that  thou  build  a  rampart 
between  us  and  them  ?  He  answered.  The  power  wherewith  my 
Lord  hath  strengthened  me,  is  htiiQX  than  your  tribute  :  but  assist 
me  strenuously,  and  I  will  set  a  strong  wall  between  you  and  them. 
Bring  me  iron  in  large  pieces,  until  it  fill  up  the  space  between  the 
two  sides  of  these  mountains.  And  he  said  to  the  work??ien,  Blow 
with  your  bellows,  until  it  make  the  iron  red  hot  as  fire.  A7id  he 
said  further.  Bring  me  molten  brass,  that  I  may  pour  upon  it. 
Wherefore,  when  this  wall  was  finished,  Gog  and  Magog  could  not 
scale  it,  neither  could  they  dig  through  it.*     And  Dhiclkarnein  said, 

•  That  is,  it  seemed  so  to  him,  when  he  came  to  the  ocean,  and  sav/  nothing  but  water.' 

*  An  unbelieving  nation,  who  were  clothed  in  the  skins  of  wild  beasts,  and  lived  upon  what 
the  sea  cast  on  shore. 2 

'  For  God  gave  Dhu'lkarnein  his  choice,  either  to  destroy  them  for  their  infidelity,  or  to 
instruct  them  in  the  true  faith  ;  or,  according  to  others,  either  to  put  them  to  the  sword,  or  to 
take  them  captives  :  but  the  words  which  follow  confirm  the  former  interpretation,  by  which 
it  appears  he  chose  to  invite  them  to  the  true  religion,  and  to  punish  only  the  disobedient  and 
incredulous. 

«  i.e.,  That  part  of  the  habitable  world  on  which  the  sun  first  rises. 

y  Who  had  neither  clothes  nor  houses,  their  country  not  bearing  any  buildings,  but  dwelt 
in  holes  underground,  into  which  they  retreated  from  the  heat  of  the  sun. 3  Jallalo'ddin  says 
they  were  the  Zenj,  a  black  nation  lying  south-west  of  Ethiopia.  They  seem  to  be  the  Trog- 
lodytes of  the  ancients. 

■  Between  which  Dhu'lkarnein  built  the  famous  rampart,  mentioned  immediately,  against 
the  irruptions  of  Gog  and  Magog.  These  mountains  are  situate  in  Armenia  and  Adhei  bijan, 
or,  according  to  others,  much  more  northwards,  on  the  confines  of  Turkestan.*  The  relation 
of  a  journey  taken  to  this  rampart,  by  one  who  was  sent  on  purpose  to  view  it  by  the  Khalif 
al  Wathec,  may  be  seen  in  D'Herbelot.5 

a  By  reason  of  the  strangeness  of  their  speech  and  their  slowness  of  apprehension  ;  where- 
fore they  were  obliged  to  make  use  of  an  interpreter.^ 

h  The  Arabs  call  them  Yajfii  and  Majuj,  and  say  they  are  two  nations  or  tribes  descended 
from  Japhet  the  son  of  Noah,  or,  as  others  write,  Gog  are  a  tribe  of  the  Turks,  and  Magog 
of  those  of  Gilan,'  the  Geli  and  Gelae  of  Ptolemy  and  Strabo.^ 

It  is  said  these  barbarous  people  made  their  irruptions  into  the  neighbouring  countries  in 
the  spring,  and  destroyed  and  carried  oflF  all  the  fruits  of  the  earth  ;  and  some  pretend  they 
were  man-eaters.^ 

*  The  commentators  say  the  wall  was  built  in  this  manner.  They  dug  till  they  found 
water,  and  having  laid  the  foundation  of  stone  and  melted  brass,  they  built  the  superstructure 
of  large  pieces  of  iron,  between  which  they  laid  wood  and  coals,  till  they  equalled  the  height 
of  the  mountains  ;  and  then  setting  fire  to  the  combustibles,  by  the  help  of  large  bellows, 

•  Al  BeidJiwi,  Jallalo'ddin.  2  I  idem.  3  I  idem.  *  Ai  Bcdawi. 
»  Bibl.  Orient.  Art.  Jagiouge.  «  Al  Beidawi.  »  Idem.  Vide  D'Herbel.  ubi  supra. 
•  V.  Gol.  in  Alfrag.  p.  207.                »  Al  BeidawL 
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This  is  a  mercy  from  my  Lord  :  but  when  the  prediction  of  my 
Lord  shall  come  to  be  fulfilled^^  he  shall  reduce  the  wall  to 
dust  ;  and  the  prediction  of  my  Lord  is  true.  On  that  day  we 
will  suffer  some  of  them  to  press  tumultuously  like  waves  on 
others  ;®  and  the  trumpet  shall  be  sounded,  and  we  will  gather 
them  in  a  body  together.  And  we  will  set  hell,  on  that  day,  before 
the  unbelievers  ;  whose  eyes  have  been  veiled  from  my  remembrance, 
and  who  could  not  hear  my  words.  Do  the  unbelievers  think  that  1 
will  not  punish  them,  for  that  they  take  my  servants  for  their 
protectors  besides  me  ?  Verily  we  have  prepared  hell  for  the  abode 
of  the  infidels.  Say,  Shall  we  declare  unto  you  those  whose  works 
are  vain,  whose  endeavour  in  the  present  life  hath  been  wrongly 
directed,  and  who  think  they  do  the  work  which  is  right .''  These 
are  they  who  believe  not  in  the  signs  of  their  Lord,  or  that  they 
shall  be  assembled  before  him ;  wherefore  their  works  are  vain, 
and  we  will  not  allow  them  any  weight  on  the  day  of  resurrection. 
This  shall  be  their  reward,  namely,  hell  ;  for  that  they  have  dis- 
believed, and  have  held  my  signs  and  my  apostles  in  derision.  But 
as  for  those  who  believe  and  do  good  works,  they  shall  have  the 
gardens  of  paradise  for  their  abode  ;  they  shall  remain  therein  for 
ever ;  they  shall  wish  for  no  change  therein.  Say,  If  the  sea  were 
ink  to  write  the  words  of  my  Lord,  verily  the  sea  would  fail,  before 
the  words  of  my  Lord  would  fail ;  although  we  added  another  sea 
Uke  unto  it  as  a  further  supply.  Say,  Verify  I  am  only  a  man  as  ye 
are.  It  is  revealed  unto  me  that  your  GOD  is  one  only  GOD  :  let  him 
therefore  who  hopeth  to  meet  his  Lord,  work  a  righteous  work ; 
and  let  him  not  make  any  other  to  partake  in  the  worship  of  his 
Lord. 

they  made  the  iron  red  hot,  and  over  it  poured  melted  brass,  which  filling  up  the  vacancies 
between  the  pieces  of  iron,  rendered  the  whole  work  as  firm  as  a  rock.  Some  tell  us  that 
the  whole  was  built  of  stones  joined  by  cramps  of  iron,  on  which  they  poured  melted  brass 
to  fasten  them. ' 

*  That  is,  when  the  time  shall  come  for  Gog  and  Magog  to  break  forth  from  their  confine- 
ment ;  which  shall  happen  sometime  before  the  resurrection.  * 

•  These  words  represent  either  the  violent  irruption  of  Gog  and  Magog,  or  the  tumultuour 
<Psembly  of  all  creatures,  men,  gen^,  and  brutes,  at  the  resurrection.* 

>  Idem,  &c  a  See  t>:e  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  63.  »  .'=«»:  ib.  p.  67. 
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CHAPTER   XIX. 

ENTITLED,   MARY  ;*   REVEALED  AT  MECCA.8 

IN   THE   NAME   OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL  GOD. 

H.  Y.  A.  S.''  A  commemoration  of  the  mercy  of  thy  Lord 
towards  his  servant  Zacharias.^  When  he  called  upon  his 
Lord,  invoking  hi?n  in  secret,  and  said,  O  LORD,  verily  my  bones  are 
weakened,  and  my  head  is  become  white  with  hoariness,  and  I  have 
never  been  unsuccessful  in  my  prayers  to  thee,  O  LORD.  But  now  I 
fear  my  nephews,  who  are  to  succeed  after  me,J  for  my  wife  is  barren: 
wherefore  give  me  a  successor  of  my  own  body  from  before  thee  ; 
who  may  be  my  heir,  and  may  be  an  heir  of  the  family  of  Jacob  ;  ^ 
and  grant,  O  Lord,  that  he  may  be  acceptable  imto  thee.  And  the 
aitgel  answered  him^  O  Zacharias,  verily  we  bring  thee  tidings  of  a  J^ 

son,  whose  name  shall  be  John  ;  we  have  not  caused  any  to  bear  the  ^  ^  isxJ-^^ 
same  name  before  him.^  Zacharias  said.  Lord,  how  shall  I  have  a'  ...ii**'*^^ 
son,  seeing  my  wife  is  barren,  and  I  am  now  arrived  at  a  great  age,™ 
and  am  decrepit  ?  The  angel  said.  So  shall  it  be :  thy  Lord  saith, 
This  is  easy  with  me  ;  since  I  created  thee  heretofore,  when  thou 
wast  nothing.  Zacharias  answered,  O  Lord,  give  me  a  sign.  The 
angel  replied,  Thy  sign  shall  be,  that  thou  shalt  not  speak  to  men  for 
three  nights,^  althoiigJi  thou  be  in  perfect  health.  And  he  went  forth 
unto  his  people,  from  the  chamber,  and  he  made  signs  unto  them," 
as  if  he  should  say,  Praise  ye  God  in  the  morning  and  in  the  evening. 
A?id  we  said  unto  his  son,  O  John,  receive  the  book  of  the  law,  with 
a  resolution  to  study  and  observe  it.  And  we  bestowed  on  him 
wisdom,  when  he  was  yet  a  child,  and  mercy  from  us,  and  purity  oj 

Severr.I  circumstances  relating  to  the  Virgin  Mary  being  mentioned  in  this  chapter,  her 
name  was  pitched  upon  for  the  title. 

K  Except  the  verse  of  Adoration. 

^  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  III.  p.  46,  47. 
See  chapter  3.  p.  36,  &c. 

.  These  were  his  brother's  sons,  who  were  very  wicked  men,  and  Zacharias  was  apprehen- 
sive lest,  after  his  death,  instead  of  confirming  the  people  in  the  true  religion,  they  should 
seduce  them  to  idolatry.'  And  some  commentators  imagine  that  he  made  this  prayer  in 
private,  lest  his  nepiiews  should  overhear  him. 

^  viz.,  In  holiness  and  knovviedge  ;  or  in  the  government  and  superintendence  of  the  Israel- 
ites. There  are  some  who  suppose  it  is  not  the  patriarch  who  is  here  meant,  but  another  Jacob, 
the  brother  of  Zacharias,  or  of  Imran  Ebn  JMathan,  of  the  race  of  Solomon.2 

*  For  he  was  the  first  who  bore  the  name  of  John,  or  Yahya  (as  the  Arabs  pronounce  it); 
which  fancy  seems  to  be  occasioned  by  the  words  of  St.  Luke  misunderstood,  that  none  of 
Zacharias's  kindred  was  called  by  tJiat  name  ;  ^  for  otherwise  John,  or,  as  it  is  written  in 
Hebrew,  Johanan,  was  a  common  name  among  the  Jews. 

Some  expositors  avoid  this  objection,  by  observing  that  the  original  word  satmyyan  signi- 
fies, not  only  one  who  is  actually  called  by  the  same  name,  but  also  one  who  by  reason  of 
bis  possessing  the  like  qualities  and  privileges,  deserz'es,  or  tnay  prete7id  to  the  same  name. 

«  The  Mohammedan  traditions  greatly  differ  as  to  the  age  of  Zacharias  at  this  time  ;  we 
h.avc  nientioiied  one  already  :*•  Jallalo'ddin  says,  he  was  an  hundred  and  twenty,  and  hii 
wife  ninety-eight  ;  and  the  Sonna  takes  notice  of  several  other  opinions. 

■  Somejsay  he  wrote  the  following  words  on  the  ground. 

»  Al  Ueiduwi,  Jallalo'ddin,  »  lidetg.  8  ^^uke  i.  61.  «  P,  36,  note 
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lifej^  and  he  was  a  devout  person,  and  dutiful  towards  his  parents, 
and  was  not  proud  or  rebellious.  Peace  be  on  him  the  day  whereon 
he  was  born,  and  the  day  whereon  he  shall  die,  and  the  day  whereon 
he  shall  be  raised  to  life.  And  remember  in  the  book  of  the  Koran 
the  story  of  Mary  ;  when  she  retired  from  her  family  to  a  place 
cowards  the  east,P  and  took  a  veil  to  conceal  herself  from  them  ;  and 
we  sent  our  spirit  Gabriel  unto  her,  and  he  appeared  unto  her  i7i  the 
shape  of  2^  perfect  man.Q  She  said,  I  fly  for  refuge  unto  the  merciful 
God,  that  he  may  defeiid  me  from  thee  :  if  thou  fearest  hi7n,  thott  will 
not  approach  me.  He  answered.  Verily  I  am  the  messenger  of  thy 
Lord,  and  a?n  se?tt  to  give  thee  a  holy  son.  She  said,  how  shall  I 
have  a  son,  seeing  a  man  hath  not  touched  me,  and  I  am  no  harlot  ? 
Gabriel  replied,  So  shall  it  be  :  thy  LORD  saith.  This  is  easy  with  me  ; 
and  lue  ivill perform  it,  that  we  may  ordain  him  for  a  sign  unto  men, 
and  a  mercy  from  us  :  for  it  is  a  thing  which  is  decreed.  Wherefore 
she  conceived  him  -.^  and  she  retired  aside  with  him  i7i  her  womb  to 
a  distant  place  ;*  and  the  pains  of  childbirth  came  upon  her  near  the 
trunk  of  a  palm-tree.*  She  said,  Would  to  GoD  I  had  died  before 
this,  and  had  become  a  thing  forgotten,  and  lost  in  oblivion  !  And  he 
who  was  beneath  her  called  to  her,"  sayi7ig,  Be  not  grieved  :  now 
hath  God  provided  a  rivulet  under  thee  ;  and  do  thou  shake  the  body 
of  the  palm-tree,  and  it  shall  let  fall   ripe  dates  upon  thee,  ready 

0  Or,  as  the  word  also  signifies,  The  love  of  alms-deeds. 

9  viz..  To  the  eastern  part  of  the  temple  ;  or  to  a  private  chamber  in  the  house,  which  opened 
to  the  east  :  whence,  says  al  I'eiduwi,  the  Christians  pray  towards  that  quarter. 

There  is  a  tradition,  that  when  the  virgin  was  grown  to  j'ears  of  puberty,  she  used  to  leave 
her  apartment  in  the  temple,  and  retire  to  Zacharias's  house  to  her  aunt,  wlien  her  courses 
came  upon  her ;  and  so  soon  as  she  was  clean,  she  returned  again  to  the  temple  :  and  that  at 
the  time  of  the  angel's  visiting  her,  she  was  at  her  aunt's  on  the  like  occasion,  and  was  sitting 
to  wash  herself,  in  an  open  place,  behind  a  veil  to  prevent  her  being  seen,'  Dut  others  more 
prudently  suppose  the  design  of  her  retirement  was  to  pray.2 

<i  Like  a  full-grown  but  beardless  youth.  A.1  Beidawi,  not  contented  with  having  given  one 
good  reason  why  he  appeared  in  that  form,  viz.,  to  moderate  her  surprise,  that  she  might  he.ar 
his  message  with  less  shyness,  adds,  that  perhaps  it  might  be  to  raise  an  emotion  in  her,  and 
assist  her  conception. 

»  For  Gabriel  blew  into  the  bosom  of  her  shift,  which  he  opened  with  his  fingers,'  and  his 
breath  reaching  her  womb,  caused  the  conception.*  The  age  of  the  Virgin  Mary  at  the  time 
of  her  conception  was  thirteen,  or,  as  others  say,  ten  ;  and  she  went  si.\,  seven,  eight,  or  nine 
months  with  him,  according  to  different  traditions ;  though  some  say  the  child  was  conceived 
at  its  full  growth  of  nine  months,  and  that  she  was  delivered  of  him  within  an  hour  after.* 

»  To  conceal  her  delivery,  she  went  out  of  the  city  by  night,  to  a  certain  mountain. 

*  The  palm  to  which  she  fled,  that  she  might  lean  on  it  in  lier  travail,  was  a  withered  trunk, 
jvithout  any  head  or  verdure,  and  this  happened  in  the  winter  season  ;  notwithstanding 
which  it  miraculously  supplied  her  with  fruits  for  her  refreshment ;"  as  is  mentioned  imme- 
diately. 

It  has  been  observed,  that  the  Mohammedan  account  of  the  delivery  of  the  Virgin  Mary 
very  much  resembles  that  of  Latona,  .as  described  by  the  poets,'  not  only  in  this  circumstance 
of  their  laying  hold  on  a  palm-tree  *  (though  .some  say  Latona  embraced  an  olive-tree,  or  .an 
olive  and  a  palm,  or  else  two  laurels),  but  also  iu  that  of  their  infants  speaking  ;  which 
Apollo  is  fabled  to  have  done  in  the  womb.^ 

•  This  some  imagine  to  have  been  the  child  himself;  but  others  supnose  it  was  Gabriel 
who  stood  somewhat  lower  than  she  did.'"  According  to  a  different  reading  this  passage  may 
be  rendered.  And  he  called  to  her  from  bcncnth  Iter.  &c  And  some  refer  the  pronoua, 
translated  lier,  to  the  palm-tree  ;  ajid  then  it  should  be  beneath  it,  &c. 

'  Yahya,  Al  Beidawi.  '  Al  Zamakh.  »  Vahv.i.  •  Jallalo'udin,  Al 

Beidfiwi.  '  Al  BeidAwi,  Yahja.  «  lidem,  Al  Zamakh.  7  Vide  Sikii  not.  io 

Evang.  Infant,  p.  o,  21,  &c.  *  Homer.  Hymn,  in  Apoll.    .Callimach.  Hymn,  in  Delum. 

»  C*lliniach.  ibid.     See  Kor.  chapter  3,  p.  57.  '<>  Al  Beidiiwi,  Jallalo'ddio. 
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gr\tlicred.«  AikI  eat,  and  drink,  and  calm  thy  mind.y  Moreover  if 
(liou  see  any  man,  aftd  he  questio7i  thee,  say,  Verily  I  have  vowed  a 
fast  unto  the  Merciful ;  wherefore  I  will  by  no  means  speak  to  a  man 
this  day.«  So  she  brought  the  child  to  her  people,  carrying  him  in 
her  arJHs.  And  they  said  7cnto  her,  O  Mary,  now  hast  thou  done  a 
strange  thing :  O  sister  of  Aaron,*  thy  father  was  not  a  bad  man,  neither  ^|^ 
was  thy  mother  a  harlot.  But  she  made  signs  unto  the  child  to 
aJiswer  them;  and  they  said,  How  shall  we  speak  to  him,  who  is  an 
infant  in  the  cradle  ?  Whereupon  the  child  said.  Verily  I  am  the 
servant  of  God  ;^  he  hath  given  me  the  book  of  the  gospel,  and  hath 
appointed  me  a  prophet.  And  he  hath  made  me  blessed,  where- 
soever I  shall  be  ;  and  hath  commanded  me  to  observe  prayer,  and 
to  give  1^\ms,  s,o  long  as  I  shall  live;  and  he  hath  made  me  dutiful 
towards  my  mother,  and  hath  not  made  me  proud,  or  unhappy.  And 
peace  be  on  me  the  day  whereon  I  was  born,  and  the  day  whereon  I 
shall  die,  and  the  day  whereon  I  shall  be  raised  to  life.  This  was 
Jesus,  the  son  of  Mary  ;  the  Word  of  truth,<=  concerning  whom  they 
doubt.  It  is  not  meet  for  GOD,  that  he  should  have  any  son:  God 
forbid  !  When  he  decreeth  a  thing,  he  only  saith  unto  it.  Be  ;  and  it 
is.  And  verily  God  is  my  Lord,  and  your  Lord  ;  wherefore  serve 
liim  :  this  is  the  right  way.  Yet  the  sectaries  differ  among  themselves 
concerning  Jesus j  but  woe  be  unto  those  who  are  unbelievers,  be- 
cause of  their  appearance  at  the  great  day.  Do  thou  cause  them  to 
hear,  and  do  thou  cause  them  to  see,*^  on  the  day  whereon  they  shall 
come  unto  us  to  be  judged:  but  the  ungodly  are  this  day  in  a  manifest 
error.  And  do  thou  forewarn  them  of  the  day  of  sighing,  Avhen  the 
matter  shall  be  determined,  while  they  are  7iow  su7ik  in  negligence 
and  do  not  believe.  Verily  we  will  inherit  the  earth,  and  whatever 
creatures  are  therein  ;^  and  unto  us  shall  they  all  return.     And  re- 

«  And  accordingly  she  had  no  sooner  spoken  it  than  the  dry  trunk  revived,  and  skot  forth 
green  leaves,  and  a  head  loaded  with  ripe  fruit. 

y  Literally,  tJn7ie  eye. 

«  During  which  she  was  not  to  speak  to  anybody,  unless  to  acquaint  them  with  the  reason 
of  her  silence  :  and  some  suppose  she  did  that  by  signs. 

•  Several  Christian  writers  tiiink  the  Koran  stands  convicted  of  a  manifest  falsehood  in  this 
particular,  but  I  am  afraid  the  Mohammedans  may  avoid  the  charge  ; '  as  they  do  by  several 
answers.  Some  say  the  Virgin  Mary  had  really  a  brother  named  Aaron,  who  had  the  same 
father,  but  a  different  mother ;  others  suppose  Aaron  the  brother  of  Moses  is  here  meant,  but 
say  Mary  is  called  Ids  sister,  either  because  she  was  of  the  Levitical  race  (as  by  her  being 
related  to  Elizabeth,  it  should  seem  she  was),  or  by  way  of  comparison  ;  others  say  that  it 
was  a  different  person  of  that  name  who  was  contemporary  with  her,  and  conspicuous  for  his 
good  or  bad  qualities,  and  that  they  likened  her  to  him  either  by  way  of  commendation  of 
of  reproach,"''  &c. 

l>  These  were  the  first  words  which  were  put  into  the  mouth  of  Jesus,  to  obviate  the  imagi* 
nation  of  his  partaking  of  the  divine  nature,  or  having  a  right  to  the  worship  of  mankind, 
on  account  of  his  miraculous  speaking  so  soon  after  his  birth. ^ 

•  This  expression  may  either  be  referred  to  Jesus,  as  the  Word  of  Qot>  ;  or  to  the  account 
j\ist  given  of  him. 

\  These  words  are  variously  expounded  :  some  taking  them  to  express  admiration  <  at  the 
quickness  of  those  senses  in  the  wicked,  at  the  day  of  judgment,  when  they  shall  plainly 
perceive  the  torments  prepared  for  them,  though  they  have  been  deaf  and  blind  in  this  life ; 
and  others  supposing  the  words  contain  a  threat  to  the  unbelievers,  of  what  they  shall  then 
hear  and  see  ;  or  else  a  command  to  Mohammed  to  lay  before  them  the  terrors  of  that 
day.* 

•  ie.y  A'one  surviving,  when  all  creatures  shall  be  dead  and  annihilated.  See  chapter  is» 
p.  192, 

'  See  chapter  3^  p.  34,  35.  «  Al  Zamakh.,  Al  Ceidawi,  Jallalo'd  lin,  Yahya.  &c 

•  Al  Beidawi,  &c.  «  See  chapter  18,  p.  220.  6  a)  Be^daw?. 
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member  Abraham  in  the  book  of  the  Koranj  for  he  was  one  of  great 
veracity,  and  a  prophet.  When  he  said  unto  his  father,*  O  my  father, 
why  dost  ihou  worship  that  which  heareth  not,  neither  seeth,  nor 
profiteth  thee  at  all.'*  O  my  father,  verily  a  degree  of  knowledge 
hath  been  bestowed  on  me,  which  hath  not  been  bestowed  on  thee  : 
wherefore  follow  me  ;  I  will  lead  thee  into  an  even  way.  O  my 
father,  serve  not  Satan ;  for  Satan  was  rebellious  unto  the  Merciful. 
O  my  father,  verily  I  fear  lest  a  punishment  be  inflicted  on  thee  from 
the  Merciful,  and  thou  become  a  companion  of  Satan,  His  father 
answered,  Dost  thou  reject  my  gods,  O  Abraham?  If  thou  forbear 
not,  I  will  surely  stone  thee  :  wherefore  leave  me  for  a  long  time. 
Abraham  replied.  Peace  be  on  thee  :  I  will  ask  pardon  for  thee  of  my 
Lord  ;  for  he  is  gracious  unto  me.  And  I  will  separate  myself  from 
you,  and  from  the  idols  which  ye  invoke  besides  GOD  ;  and  I  will  call 
upon  my  LORD  :  it  may  be  that  I  shall  not  be  unsuccessful  in  calling 
on  my  LORD,  as  ye  are  in  calling  tipon  them.  And  when  he  had 
separated  himself  from  them,  and  from  the  idols  which  they  wor- 
shipped besides  GOD,^  we  gave  him  Isaac  and  Jacob  ;  and  we  made 
each  of  them  a  prophet ;  and  we  bestowed  on  them,  through  our 
mercy,  the  gift  of  prophecy,  a?id  childre?i,  and  wealth  j  and  we  caused 
them  to  deserve  the  highest  commendations.'^  And  remember  Moses 
in  the  book  of  the  Koran:  for  he  was  sincerely  upright,  and  was  an 
apostle  a?id  a  prophet.  And  we  called  unto  him  from  the  right  side 
©f  mount  Sinai,  and  caused  him  to  draw  near,  and  to  discourse  pri- 
vately with  ns.^  And  we  gave  him,  through  our  mercy,  his  brother 
Aaron,  a  prophet,  for  his  assistant.  Remember  also  Ismael  in  the 
same  book  :  for  he  was  true  to  his  promise  ;J  and  was  an  apostle,  and 
a  prophet.  And  he  commanded  his  family  to  observe  prayer,  and  to 
give  alms  ;  and  he  was  acceptable  unto  his  LORD.  And  remember 
Edris'^  in  the  same  book  ;  for  he  was  a  just  person,  and  a  prophet : 
and  we  exalted  him  to  a  high  place.^  These  are  they  unto  whora 
God  hath  been  bounteous,  of  the  prophets  of  the  posterity  of  Adam, 
and  of  those  whom  we  carried  in  the  ark  with  Noah  ;  and  of  the 

'  See  chapter  6,  p.  95,  &c. 

B  IJy  Hying  to  Harran,  and  thence  to  Palestine. 

^  Literally,  //V  granted  them  a  lofty  touo-iie  of  truth. 

*  Or,  as  some  expound  it,  And  we  raised  him  on  high;  for,  say  they,  he  was  raised  to 
so  great  an  elevation,  that  he  heard  the  creaking  of  the  pen  writing  on  the  table  of  God's 
decrees.' 

J  iSeing  celebrated  on  that  account ;  and  particularly  for  his  behaving  with  that  resignation 
and  constancy  wliicii  he  had  promised  his  father,  on  his  receiving  God's  command  to  sacri- 
fice him  ;2  for  the  Mohammedans  say  it  was  Ismael,  and  not  Isaac,  whom  he  was  commanded 
to  offer. 

k  Or  Lnoch,  the  great-grandfather  of  Noah,  who  had  that  surname  from  his  great  kno^o- 
ledge  ;  for  he  was  favoured  with  no  IfcNS  than  thirty  books  of  divine  revelations,  and  was  the 
first  who  wrote  with  a  pen,  and  studied  the  sciences  of  astronomy  and  arithmetic,  &c.3 

The  learned  liartolocci  endeavours  to  show,  from  the  testimonies  of  the  ancient  Jews,  that 
Enoch,  surnanied  Edris,  was  a  very  different  person  from  the  Enoch  of  Moses,  and  many 
ages  younger.* 

'  Some  understand  by  this  the  honour  of  the  prophetic  office,  and  his  familiarity  with  God  ; 
but  others  suppose  his  translation  is  here  meant :  for  they  say  that  he  was  taken  up  by  God  into 
heaven  at  the  age  of  three  hundred  and  fifty,  having  first  suflered  death,  and  been  restored  to 
life  ;  and  that  he  is  now  alive  in  one  of  the  seven  heavens,  or  in  paradise.* 

'  Idem.  "i  Idem.  ;  Idem,  Jallaly'dUin,  5;c.  ♦  Uartol.  bibl.  Rabb.  pari  2,  p.  845. 
•  I  id  em,  Abiilfed-v 
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posterity  of  Abraham,  and  of  Israel,  and  of  those  whom  we  have 
directed  and  chosen.  When  the  signs  of  the  Merciful  were  read 
unto  them,  they  fell  down,  worshipping,  and  wept:  but  a  succeeding 
generation  have  come  after  them,  who  neglect  prayer,  and  follow  their 
lusts  ;  and  they  shall  surely  fall  into  evil :  except  him  who  repenteth, 
and  believeth,  and  doth  that  which  is  right ;  these  shall  enter 
paradise,  and  they  shall  not  in  the  least  be  wronged  ;  gardens  o. 
perpetual  abode  shall  be  their  rewm'd,  which  the  Merciful  hath  pro- 
mised unto  his  servants,  as  an  object  of  faith  ;  for  his  promise  will 
surely  come  to  be  fulfilled.  Therein  shall  they  hear  no  vain  discourse, 
but  peace  ;'^  and  their  provision  shall  be  prepared  for  them  therein 
morning  and  evening.  This  is  paradise,  which  we  will  give  for  an 
inheritance  unto  such  of  our  servants  as  shall  be  pious.  We  descend 
not  fro?n  heaven,  unless  by  the  command  of  thy  LORD  :  unto  him 
belongeth  whatsoever  is  before  us,  and  whatsoever  is  behind  us,  and 
whatsoever  is  in  the  intermediate  space  ;  neither  is  thy  LORD  for- 
getful of  thee y^  He  is  the  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  of  what- 
soever is  between  them  :  wherefore  worship  him,  and  be  constant  in 
his  worship.  Dost  thou  know  any  named  like  him.''®  Man  saith,P 
After  I  shall  have  been  dead,  shall  I  really  be  brought  forth  alive 
from  the  grave  ?  Doth  not  man  remember  that  we  created  him 
heretofore,  when  he  was  nothing  ?  But  by  thy  Lord  we  will  surely 
assemble  them  and  the  devils  to  jtidgmejtt j^  then  will  we  set  them 
round  about  hell  on  their  knees  :  afterwards  we  will  draw  forth  from 
every  sect  such  of  them  as  shall  have  been  a  more  obstinate 
rebel  against  the  Merciful  ;^  and  we  best  know  which  of  them  are 
more  worthy  to  be  burned  therein.*  There  shall  be  none  of  you  but 
shall  approach  near  the  same  :*  this  is  an  established  decree  with  thy 
Lord.  Afterwards  we  will  deliver  those  who  shall  have  been  pious, 
but  we  will  leave  the  ungodly  therein  on  their  knees.  When  our 
manifest  signs  are  read  unto  them,  the  infidels  say  unto  the  true 
believers,  Which  of  the  two  parties  is  in  the  more  eligible  condition, 

"  i.e..  Words  of  peace  and  comfort  ;  or  the  salutations  of  the  angels,'  &c._ 

"  These  are  generally  supposed  to  have  been  the  words  of  the  angel  Gabriel,  in  answer  ts 
Mohammed's  complaint  for  his  long  delay  of  fifteen,  or,  according  to  another  tradition,  of 
forty  days,  before  he  brought  him  instructions  what  solution  he  should  give  to  the  questions 
which  had  been  asked  him  concerning  the  sleepers,  Dhu'ikarnein,  and  the  spirit. 2 

Others,  however,  are  of  opinion  that  they  are  the  words  which  the  godly  will  use  at  their 
entrance  into  paradise  ;  and  that  their  meaning  is.  We  take  up  otir  abode  he-re  at  the  cojh- 
mnnd  and  through  the  fttercy  of  God  alone,  who  ruleth  all  things,  past,  /nticre,  and  pre- 
sent ;  and  who  is  7tot forgetful  of  the  works  of  his  ser-ziants."^ 

»  That  is,  Deserving,  or  having  a  right  to  the  name  and  attributes  of  God. 

p  Some  suppose  a  particular  person  is  here  meant,  namely,  Obba  Ebn  Khalf '' 

1  It  is  said  that  every  infidel  will  appear,  at  the  day  of  judgment,  chained  to  the  devil  who 
seduced  him.' 

'  Hence,  says  al  Beidawi,  it  appears  that  God  will  paidon  some  of  the  rebellious  people. 
Rut  perhaps  the  distinguishing  the  unbelievers  into  different  classes,  in  order  to  consign  them 
to  different  places  and  degrees  of  torment,  is  here  meant. 

•  VIZ.,  The  more  obstinate  and  perverse,  and  especially  the  heads  of  sects,  who  will  suffer 
double  punishment  for  their  own  errors  and  their  seducing  of  others. 

«  For  the  true  believers  must  also  pass  by  or  through  hell,  but  the  fire  will  be  damped,  and 
the  flames  abated,  so  as  not  to  hurt  them,  though  it  will  lay  hold  on  the  others.  Some,  how- 
ever,  suppose  that  the  words  intend  no  more  than  the  passage  over  the  naiTOw  bridge,  which 
is  laid  over  hell.^ 

'  See  chapter  10,  p.  151.  3  See  before,  p.  118,  itq.  '  Al  Beidawi.  «  See  chapter  xt. 
P-  X95-  •  Al  Beidawi  «  Idem.     See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  71, 
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2indi forjneth  the  more  excellent  assembly?"  But  how  many  genera- 
tions have  we  destroyed  before  them,  which  excelled  them  in  wealth, 
and  in  outward  appearance  ?  Say,  Whosoever  is  in  error,  the 
Merciful  will  grant  him  a  long  and  prosperous  life  ;  until  they  see 
that  with  which  they  are  threatened,  whether  it  be  the  punishment  oj 
this  life,  or  that  ^T/the  last  hour  ;  and  hereafter  they  shall  know  who 
is  in  the  worse  condition,  and  the  weaker  in  forces.  GOD  shall  more 
fully  direct  those  who  receive  direction  ;  and  the  good  works  which 
remain  for  ever,  are  better  in  the  sight  of  thy  Lord  than  worldly 
possessions,  in  respect  to  the  reward,  and  more  eligible  in  respect  to 
the  future  recompense.  Hast  thou  seen  him  who  believeth  not  in  our 
signs,  and  faith,  I  shall  surely  have  riches  and  children  bestowed  on 
me?*  Is  he  acquainted  with  the  secrets  of  futurity ;  or  hath  he 
received  a  covenant  from  the  Merciful  that  it  shall  be  so  ?  By  no 
means.  We  will  surely  write  down  that  which  he  saith  ;  and  in- 
creasing we  will  increase  his  punishment  :  and  we  will  be  his  heir  as 
to  that  which  he  speaketh  of,y  and  07i  the  last  day  he  shall  appear 
before  us  alone  and  naked.  They  have  taken  other  gods,  besides 
God,  that  they  may  be  a  glory  unto  them.  By  no  means.  Hereafter 
shall  they  deny  their  worchip  ;■  and  they  shall  become  adversaries* 
unto  them.  Dost  thou  not  see  that  we  send  the  devils  against  the 
infidels,  to  incite  them  to  sin  by  their  instigations  ?  Wherefore  be 
not  in  haste  to  call  down  destruction  upon  them  ;  for  we  number  unto 
them  a  determined  number  of  days  of  respite.  On  a  certain  day  we 
will  assemble  the  pious  before  the  Merciful  in  an  hotioiirable  tnanncr, 
as  ambassadors  come  itito  the  presence  of  a  prince  j  but  we  will  drive 
the  wicked  into  hell,  as  cattle  are  driven  to  water  :  they  shall  obtain 
no  intercession,  except  he  only  who  hath  received  a  covenant  from 
the  Merciful.^  They  say.  The  Merciful  hath  begotten  issue.  Now 
have  ye  uttered  an  impious  thing  :  it  wanteth  little  but  that  on 
occasion  thereof  the  heavens  be  rent,  and  the  earth  cleave  in  sunder, 
and  the  mountains  be  overthrown  and  fall,  for  that  they  attribute 
children  unto  the  Merciful ;  whereas  it  becometh  not  God  to  beget 

"  viz..  Of  us,  or  of  you.  When  the  Koreish  were  unable  to  produce  a  composition  to  equal 
the  KorSn,  they  began  to  glory  in  their  wealth  and  nobility,  valuing  themselves  highly  on 
that  account,  and  despising  the  followers  of  Mohammed. 

■  This  passage  was  revealed  on  account  of  al  As  Ebn  Wayel,  who  being  indebted  to 
Khabbab,  when  he  demanded  the  money,  refused  to  pay  it,  unless  he  would  deny  Moham- 
med ;  to  which  proposal  Khabbab  answered,  that  he  would  never  deny  that  prophet,  neither 
alive,  nor  dead,  nor  when  he  should  be  raised  to  life  at  the  last  day  ;  therefore  replied  al  As, 
when  thou  art  raised  again,  come  to  me,  for  I  shall  then  have  abundance  of  riches,  and 
children,  and  I  will  pay  you.' 

y  i.e..  He  shall  be  obliged  to  leave  all  his  wealth  and  his  children  behind  him  at  his 
death. 

»  viz.,  At  the  resurrection  ;  when  the  idolaters  shall  disclaim  their  idols,  and  the  idols  theil 
worshippers,  and  shall  mutually  accuse  one  another.' 

"  Or,  the  contrary ;  that  is  to  say,  a  disgrace  instead  of  an  honour. 

*>  That  is,  except  he  who  shall  be  a  subject  properly  disposed  to  receive  that  favour,  by 
having  possessed  Islam.  Or,  the  words  may  also  be  translated,  according  to  another  exposi- 
tion. They  shall  not  obtain  the  intercession  of  any,  except  the  intercession  of  him,  &c.  Or 
else.  None  shall  be  able  to  make  intercession  for  others,  except  he  who  shall  have  received  a 
covenant  {ox permissioti)  from  God;  i.e.,  who  shall  be  qualified  for  that  office  by  faith,  and 
good  works,  according  to  God's  promise,  or  shall  have  special  leave  given  him  by  God  for 
that  purpose.  3 

1  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin.  •  See  chapter  6,  p.  90;  chapter  xo,  p.  152,  153,  &c  '  Al  BeidAwi 
See  chapter  2,  p.  28,  &G. 
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children.  Verily  there  is  none  in  heaven  or  on  earth,  but  shall  ap- 
proach the  Merciful  as  his  servant.  He  encompasseth  them  by  his 
knowledge  and  power,  and  numbereth  them  with  an  exact  compu- 
tation :  and  they  shall  all  come  unto  him  on  the  day  of  resurrection, 
destitute  both  of  helpers  and  followers.  But  as  for  those  who  believe 
and  do  good  works,  the  Merciful  will  bestow  on  them  love.''  Verily 
we  have  rendered  the  Koran  easy  for  thy  tongue,  that  thou  mayest 
thereby  declare  oitr  promises  unto  the  pious,  and  mayest  thereby 
denounce  threats  unto  contentious  people.  And  how  many  genera- 
tions have  we  destroyed  before  them  ?  Dost  thou  find  one  of  them 
remaining f  Or  dost  thou  hear  so  muih  as  a  whisper  concerning 
them  ? 


CHAPTER  XX. 
ENTITLED,  T.   H. ;  ^  REVEALED  AT  MECCA. 

IN   THE   NAME   OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL  GOD. 

'T*  H.  We  have  not  sent  down  the  Koran  unto  thee,  that  thou 
■^  •  shouldest  be  unhappy  ;®  but  for  an  admonition  unto  him  who 
feareth  God :  being  sent  down  from  him  who  created  the  earth,  and 
the  lofty  heavens.  The  Merciful  sitteth  on  his  throne  :  unto  him 
belongeth  whatsoever  is  in  heaven  and  on  earth,  and  whatsoever  is 
between  them,  and  whatsoever  is  under  the  earth.  If  thou  pronounce 
thy  prayers  with  a  loud  voice,  hiow  that  it  is  not  necessary  in  respect 
to  God  J  for  he  knoweth  that  which  is  secret,  and  what  is  yet  more 
hidden.  GoD  !  there  is  no  god  but  he  :  he  hath  most  excellent 
names.'    Hast  thou  been  informed  of  the  history  of  Moses  ?s    When 

c  viz..  The  love  of  God  an  J  all  the  inhabitants  of  heaven.  Some  suppose  this  verse  was 
revealed  to  comfort  the  Moslems  who  were  hated  and  despised  at  Mecca,  on  account  of  their 
faith,  by  the  promise  of  their  gaining  the  love  and  esteem  of  mankind  in  a  short  time. 

<  'i'he  signification  of  these  letters,  which  being  prefixed  to  the  chapter  are  therefore  taken 
for  the  title,  is  uncertain.'  Some,  however,  imagine  they  stand  for  Va  rnjol,  i.e.  O  man  t 
which  interpretation,  seeming  not  easily  to  be  accounted  for  from  the  Arabic,  is  by  a  certain 
tradition  deduced  from  the  Ethiopic:^  or  for  Ta,  i.e.  tread;  telling  us  that  Mohammed, 
being  employed  in  watching  and  prayer  the  night  this  passage  was  revealed,  stood  on  one 
foot  only,  but  was  hereby  commanded  to  ease  himself  by  setting  both  feet  to  the  ground. 
Others  fancy  the  first  letter  stands  for  Tuba,  beatitude  ;  and  the  latter  for  Hawiyat,  the 
name  of  the  lower  apartment  of  hell.  Tah  is  also  an  interjection  commanding  silence,  and 
may  properly  enough  be  used  in  this  place. 

•  Either  by  reason  of  thy  zealous  solicitude  for  the  conversion  of  the  infidels,  or  thy 
fatiguing  thyself  by  watching  and  other  religious  exercises  ;  for,  it  seems,  the  Koreish  urged 
the  extraordinary  fatigues  he  underwent  in  those  respects,  as  the  consequence  of  his  having 
left  their  religion. 3 

'  See  chapter  7,  p.  123,  and  chapter  17,  p.  216. 

«_The  relation  of  the  story  of  Moses,  which  takes  up  the  greatest  part  of  this  chapter,  was 
designed  to  encourage^  Mohammed,  by  his  example,  to  discharge  the  prophetic  office  with 
firmness  of  mind,  as  being  assured  of  receiving  the  like  assistance  from  God  :  for  it  is  said 
this  chapter  was  one  of  the  first  that  were  revealed.* 

>  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IIL  p.  46,  &c.  '  Moham.  Ebn  Abd  al  Baki,  ex  trad. 

Aqrerase  Ebn  Abi  Sofiaa.  '  Al  Ceidawi.  *  Idem. 
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he  saw  fire,  and  said  unto  his  family,  Tarry  ye  herej  for  I  perceive 
fire  :  peradventure  I  may  bring  vou  a  brand  thereout,  or  may  find  a 
direction  in  our  way  by  the   fire.*^    And  when  he  was  come  near 
into  it,  a  voice  called  unto  him,  sayijig^  O    Moses  !  verily  I  am  thy 
Lord  :    wherefore  put   off  thy   shoes  ; '  for  thou   art  in  the  sacred 
valley  Towa.      And  I  have  chosen  thee ;    therefore   hearken   with 
attention  unto  that  which  is  revealed  tcnf,o  thee.     Verily  I  am  GOD  ; 
there  is  no  god  beside  me  :  wherefore  M'orship  me,  and  perform  thy 
prayer   in  remembrance  of  me.      Verily   the  hour   cometh  :    I  wilj 
surely  manifest  the  same,  that  every  soul  may  receive  its  reward  for 
that  which  it  hath  deliberately  done.     Let  not  him  who  believeth  not 
therein,  and  who  followeth  his  lust,  prevent  thee   from  believiftg  in 
the  same,  lest  thou  perish.     Now  what  is  that  in  thy  right   hand,  O 
Moses  .-*     He  answered.  It  is  my  rod  whereon  I  lean,  and  with  which 
I  beat  down  leaves  for  my  flock  ;  and  I  have  other  uses  for  it.-*     God 
said  unto  him,  Cast  it  down,  O  Moses.     And   he  cast  it  down,  and 
behold,  it  became  a  serpent,''  which  ran  about.     God  said.  Take  hold 
on  it,  and  fear  not :  ^  we  will  reduce  it  to  its  former  condition.     And 
put  thy  right  hand   under  thy  left  arm  :  it  shall  come  forth  white,™ 
without  any  hurt.     This  shall  be  another  sign  :  that  we  may   show 
thee  some  of  our  greatest  signs.     Go  unto  Pharaoh  :  for  he  is  exceed- 
ingly impious.     Moses  answered.  Lord,  enlarge  my  breast,  and  make 
what  thou  hast  commanded  me  easy  unto  me  :  and  loose  the  knot  of 
my  tongue,  that  they  may  understand  my  speech."     And  give  me  a 
counsellor*^   of  my  family,  namely,  Aaron   my  brother.      Gird  up  my 
loins  by  him,  and   make  him   my  colleague   in  the  business  :  that  we 
may  praise  thee  greatly,  and  may  remember  thee  often  ;  for  thou 
regardest  us.     God  replied.  Now  hast   thou  obtained  thy  request,  O 
Moses  :   and  we  have  heretofore  been   gracious  unto  thee,  another 

••  The  commentators  say,  that  Moses  having  obtained  leave  of  Shoaib,  or  Jethro,  his 
father-in-law,  to  visit  his  mother,  departed  with  his  family  from  Midian  towards  Egypt ;  but 
corning  to  the  valley  of  Towa,  wherein  Mount  Sinai  stands,  his  wife  fell  in  labour,  and  was 
delivered  of  a  son,  in  a  very  dark  and  snowy  night ;  he  had  also  lost  his  way,  and  his  cattle 
were  scattered  from  him  ;  when  on  a  sudden  he  saw  a  fire  by  the  side  of  a  mountain,  which 
on  his  nearer  approaching  he  found  burning  in  a  green  bush.' 

'  This  was  a  mark  of  humility  and  respect  :  though  some  fancy  there  was  some  unclean- 
ness  in  the  shoes  themselves,  because  they  were  made  of  the  skin  of  an  ass  not  dressed.* 

J  As  to  drive  away  wild  beasts  from  my  flock,  to  carry  my  bottle  of  water  on,  to  stick  up 
and  hang  my  upper  garment  on  to  shade  me  from  the  sun  ;  and  several  other  uses  enumerated 
by  the  commentators. 

•■  Which  was  at  first  no  bigger  than  the  rod,  but  afterwards  swelled  to  a  prodigious 
size.  3 

'  When  Moses  saw  the  serpent  move  about  with  great  nimbleness,  and  swallow  stones  and 
trees,  he  was  greatly  terrified,  and  fled  from  it ;  but  recovering  his  courage  at  these  words  of 
God,  he  had  the  boldness  to  take  the  serpent  by  the  jaws.* 

■  See  cliapter  7,  p.  116. 

■  For  Moses  had  an  impediment  in  his  speech,  which  was  occasioned  by  the  fi^^llowing 
accident.  Pharaoh  one  day  carrying  him  in  his  arms,  when  a  child,  he  suddenly  laid  hold  ol 
his  beard,  and  plucked  it  in  a  very  rough  manner,  which  put  Pharaoh  into  such  a  passion, 
that  he  ordered  him  to  be  put  to  death  :  but  Asia,  his  wife,  representing  to  him  that  he  was 
but  a  child,  who  could  not  di.stinguish  between  a  burning  coal  and  a  ruby,  he  ordered  the 
experiment  to  be  made  ;  and  a  live  coal  and  a  ruby  being  set  before  Moses,  he  took  the  coal 
and  put  it  into  his  mouth,  and  burnt  his  tongue  :  and  thereupon  he  was  pardoned.  This  is  a 
Jewish  story  a  little  altered.* 

•  The  Arabic  word  is  Wazir,  which  signifies  one  who  has  the  chief  administration  of  affairs 
under  a  prince. 

«  I4eia  '  Idem.  »  W^ni.  «  J4ci^.  »  Vide  Shalsh.  Haldab,  p.  i^. ' 
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time  ;  when  we  revealed  unto  thy  mother  that  which  was  revealed 
unto  her^v  saying,  Put  him  into  the  ark,  and  cast  him  into  the  river, 
and  the  river  shall  throw  him  on  the  shore  ;  and  my  enemy  and  his 
enemy  shall  take  him  and  bring  him  up :  ^  and  I  bestowed  on  thee 
love  from  me/  that  thou  mightest  be  bred  up  under  my  eye.  When 
thy  sister  went  and  said,  Shall  I  bring  you  unto  one  who  will  nurse 
t/ie  child  ?^  So  we  returned  thee  unto  thy  mother,  that  her  mind 
might  be  set  at  ease,  and  that  she  might  not  be  afflicted.  And  thou 
slewest  a  soul,  and  we  delivered  thee  from  trouble  ;  *  and  we  proved 
thee  by  several  Xx\2\.%  :"  and  afterwards  thou  didst  dwell  some  years* 
among  the  inhabitants  of  Madian.  Then  thou  camest  hither  accord- 
ing to  our  decree,  O  Moses  ;  and  I  have  chosen  thee  for  myself : 
wherefore  go  thou  and  thy  brother  y  with  my  signs  ;  and  be  not  negli- 
gent in  remembering  me.  Go  ye  unto  Pharaoh,  for  he  is  excessively 
impious  :  and  speak  mildly  unto  him  ;  peradventure  he  will  consider, 
or  will  fear  our  threats.  They  answered,  O  Lord,  verily  we  fear  lest 
he  be  precipitately  violent  against  us,  or  lest  he  transgress  more 
exorbitantly.  6^^(^  replied,  Fear  not ;  for  I  am  with  you  :  I  will  hear 
and  will  see.  Go  ye  therefore  unto  him,  and  say.  Verily  we  are  the 
messengers  of  thy  Lord  :  wherefore  send  the  children  of  Israel 
with  us,  and  do  not  afflict  them.  Now  are  we  come  unto  thee  with  a 
sign  from  thy  Lord  :  and  peace  be  upon  him  who  shall  follow  the 
true  direction.  Verily  it  hath  been  revealed  unto  us,  that  a  punish- 
ment shall  be  inflicted  on  him  who  shall  charge  us  with  imposture, 
and. shall  tui-n  back.  A7id  when  they  had  delivered  their  message, 
Pharaoh  said,  Who  is  your  Lord,  O  Moses  ?  He  answered,  Our 
Lord  is  he  who  giveth  all  things  :  he  hath  created  them,  and  direct- 
eth  them  by  his  providence.      Pharaoh  said,  What  therefore  is  the 

f  The  commentators  are  not  agreed  by  what  means  this  revelation  was  made  ;  whether  by 
private  inspiration,  by  a  dream,  by  a  prophet,  or  by  an  angel. 

*  The  commentators  say,  that  his  mother  accordingly  made  an  ark  of  the  papyrus,  and 
pitched  it,  and  put  in  some  cotton  ;  and  having  laid  the  child  therein,  committed  it  to  the 
river,  a  branch  of  which  went  into  Pharaoh's  garden  :  that  the  stream  carried  the  ark  thither 
into  a  fishpond,  at  the  head  of  which  Pharaoh  was  then  sitting,  with  his  wife  Asia,  the 
daughter  of  Mozahem  ;  and  that  the  king,  having  commanded  it  to  be  taken  up  and  opened, 
and  finding  in  it  a  btautiful  child,  took  a  fancy  to  it,  and  ordered  it  to  be  brought  up.' 

Some  writers  mention  a  miraculous  preservation  of  IMoses  before  he  was  put  into  the  ark  ; 
and  tell  us,  that  his  mother  having  hid  him  from  Pharaoh's  officers  in  an  oven,  his  sister,  in 
her  mother's  absence,  kindled  a  large  fire  in  the  oven  to  heat  it,  not  knowing  the  child  was 
there,  but  that  he  was  afterwards  taken  out  unhurt. 2 

»  That  is,  I  inspired  the  love  of  thee  into  the  hearts  of  those  who  saw  thee,  and  particu- 
larly into  the  heart  of  Pharaoh. 

•  The  Mohammedans  pretend  that  "several  nurses  were  brought,  but  the  child  refused  to 
take  the  breast  of  any,  till  his  .<;ister  Miriam,  who  went  to  learn  news  of  him,  told  them  she 
would  find  a  nurse,  and  brought  his  mother.^ 

«  Moses  killed  an  Egyptian,  in  defence  of  an  Israelite,  and  escaped  the  danger  of  being 
punished  for  it,  by  flying  to  Midian,  which  was  eight  days  'journey  distant  from  Mesr.* 

The  Jews  pretend  he  was  actually  imprisoned  forthe  fact,  and  condemned  to  be  beheaded, 
but  that,  when  he  should  have  suffered,  his  neck  became  as  hard  as  ivory,  and  the  sword 
rebounded  on  the  executioner. 5 

"  For  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  country  and  his  friends,  and  to  travel  several  days,  in 
great  terror  and  want  of  necessary  provisions,  to  seek  a  refuge  among  strangers ;  and  was 
afterwards  forced  to  serve  for  hire,  to  gain  a  livelihood. 

"  i.e..  Ten. 6 

y  Aaron  being  by  this  time  come  out  to  meet  his  brother,  either  by  divine  inspiration,  oi 
having  notice  of  his  design  to  return  to  Egypt.' 

»  Al  Beidawi.  '  Abulfeda,  &c.  3  Al  Beidawl  *  Idem.  «  Shalsh 

Hakkab.  p.  ii.  «  Al  r.eid»»vL  »  Idein. 
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condition  of  the  former  generations  ?=    i^t'j^j  answered,  The  know- 
ledge thereof  is  with  my  LORD,  in  the  book  of  his  decrees :  my  Lord 
Crreth  not,  neither  doth  he  forget.     //  is  he  who  hath  spread  the  earth 
as  a  bed  for  you,  and  hath  made  you  paths  therein  ;  and  who  sendeth 
down  rain  from  heaven,  whereby  we  cause  various  kinds  of  vegetables 
to  spring  forth  ;  sayitig,  Eat  of  part,  and  feed  your  cattle  with  other 
part  thereof     Verily  herein  are  signs   unto  those  who  are  indued 
with  understanding.     Out  of  the  ground  have  we  created  you  ;  and 
to  the  same  will  we  cause  you  to  return,  and  we  will  bring  you  forth 
from  thence  another  time.     And  we   showed  Pharaoh  all  our  signs 
which  we  had  empowered  Moses  to  perforin :  but  he  accused  him  of 
imposture,  and  refused  to  believe  j  and  he  said.  Art  thou  come  unto 
us  that  thou  mayest  dispossess  us  of  our  land  by  thy  enchantments, 
O  Moses  ?    Verily  we  will  meet  thee  with  the  like  enchantments  : 
wherefore  fix  an  appointment  between  us  and  thee ;  we  will  not  fail 
it,  neither  shalt  thou,  in  an  equal  place.     Moses  answered.  Let  your 
appointment  be  on  the  day  oiyour  solemn  feast ;  *  and  let  the  people 
be  assembled  in  open  day.     And  Pharaoh  turned  away/rt?;//  Moses, 
and  gathered  together    the   most  expert    magicians,   to  execitte  his 
stratagem  ;  and   them  came  to  the   appoiiitment.     Moses  said  unto 
them,  Woe  be  unto  you  !  do  not  devise  a  lie   against  GOD,^  lest  he 
utterly  destroy  you  by  some  judgment :  for  he  shall  not  prosper  who 
deviseth  lies.     And  the  magicians  disputed  concerning  their  affair 
among  themselves,  and  discoursed  in  private  :  and  they  said.   These 
two  are  certainly  magicians  :  they  seek    to   dispossess  you   of  your 
land  by  their  sorcery ;  and  to  lead  away  with  them  your  chiefest  and 
most  considerable  men.     Wherefore  collect    all  your  cunning,  and 
then  come   in  order  :  for  he  shall  prosper   this  day,  who   shall  be 
superior.     They  said,  O  Moses,  whether  wilt  thou  cast  down  thy  rod 
first,  or  shall  we  be  the  first  who  cast  down  our  rods  f    He  answered, 
Do  ye  cast  ^.o^Yvyour  rods  first.     And  behold,  their  cords  and  their 
rods  appeared  unto  him,   by  their  enchantment,  to   run  about  like 
serpents ;  *^  wherefore  Moses  conceived  fear  in  his  heart.    But  we  said 
unto  him,  Fear  not ;  for  thou  shalt  be  superior  :  therefore  cast  down 
the  rod  which  is  in  thy   right  hand ;    and  it  shall  swallow  up    the 
seeming  serpents  which  they  have  made :  for  what  they  have  made  is 
only  the  deceit  of  an  enchanter  ;  and  an  enchanter  shall  not  prosper, 
whithersoever  he  cometh.     And  the  magicians,  when  they  saw  the 
miracle  which  Moses  performed,  fell  down  and  worshipped,  saying, 
We  believe  in  the  Lord  of  Aaron  and   of  Moses.     Pharaoh  said 
unto  them,   Do  ye  believe  in  him   before  I  give  you  permission  ? 
Verily  this  is   your  master,  who  hath  taught  you  magic.      But  I  will 
surely  cut  off  your  hands  and  your  feet  on  the  opposite  sides  ;  and  I 
will  crucify  you  on  trunks  of  palm-trees  :  ^  and  ye  shall  know  which 
of  us  is  more   severe   in  punishing,  and  can  longer  protract  your 

*  vtz..  As  to  happiness  or  misery  after  death. 

*  Which  was  probably  the  first  day  of  their  new  year. 

*  By  saying  the  miracles  performed  in  his  name  are  the  effects  of  magic. 

'  They  rubbed  them  over  with  (jiiicksilver,  which  being  wrought  upon  by  the  heat  uf  thi 
sun,  caused  them  to  move.'     See  chapter  7,  p.  116. 

*  Sec  Ibid. 

>  Idem. 
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pains.  They  answered,  We  will  by  no  means  have  greater  regard 
unto  thee,  than  unto  those  evident  miracles  which  have  been  shown 
us,  or  than  unto  him  who  hath  created  us.  Pronounce  therefore  that 
sentence  against  us  which  thou  art  about  to  pronounce  ;  for  thou 
canst  only  give  sentence  as  to  this  present  life.  Verily  we  believe  in 
our  Lord,  that  he  may  forgive  us  our  sins,  and  the  sorcery  which 
thou  hast  forced  us  to  exercise :  for  GoD  is  better  to  reward,  and 
more  able  to  prolong  punislunent  than  thou.  Verily  whosoever  shall 
appear  before  his  Lord  ojt  the  day  0/  judgmejit,  polluted  with  crimes, 
shall  have  hoilfor  his  reward;  he  shall  not  die  therein,  neither  shall 
he  live.  But  whoever  shall  appear  before  him,  having  been  a  true 
believer,  ajtd  shall  have  worked  righteousness,  for  these  are  prepared 
the  highest  degrees  of  happiness;  namely,  gardens  of  perpetual 
abode,^  which  shall  be  watered  by  rivers  ;  they  shall  remain  therein  for 
ever  :  and  this  shall  be  the  reward  of  him  who  shall  be  pure.  And  we 
spake  by  revelation  unto  Moses,  saying,  Go  forth  with  my  servants  out 
of  Egypt  by  night ;  and  smite  the  waters  with  the  rod,  and  make  them  a 
dry  path  through  the  sea  -}  be  not  apprehensive  of  jP/mr<i:<?/2'j"  overtaking 
thee;  neither  be  thou  afraid.  And  zuhen  Moses  had  done  so,  Pharaoh 
followed  them  with  his  forces  ;  and  the  waters  of  the  sea  which  over- 
whelmed them,  overwhelmed  them.  And  Pharaoh  caused  his  people 
to  err,  neither  did  he  direct  them  aright.  Thus,  O  children  of  Israel, 
we  delivered  you  from  your  enemy  ;  and  we  appointed  you  the  right 
side  of  mount  Sinai  to  discourse  with  Moses  and  to  give  him  the 
law ;  and  we  caused  manna  and  quails  to  descend  upon  you  \^  sayijig, 
Eat  of  the  good  things  which  we  have  given  you  for  food  ;  and 
transgress  not  therein,'^  lest  my  indignation  fall  on  you  :  and  on  whom- 
soever my  indignation  shall  fall,  he  shall  go  down  headlong  into 
perdition.  But  I  will  be  gracious  unto  him  who  shall  repent  and 
believe,  and  shall  do  that  which  is  right ;  and  who  shall  be  rightly 
directed.  What  hath  caused  thee  to  hasten  from  thy  people,  O 
Moses,  to  receive  the  law  ?^  He  answered,  IhesQ  follow  close  on  my 
footsteps  ;  but  I  have  hastened  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  that  thou 
mightest  be  well  pleased  with  me.  God  said.  We  have  already  made 
a  trial   of  thy   people,  since   thy  departure ;^   and  al  Sameri^  hath 

•  Literally,  gardens  of  Eden  ;  see  chapter  9,  p  .  142,  143. 

'  The  expositors  add,  that  the  sea  was  divided  into  twelve  separate  paths,  one  for  each 
tribe  :  •  a  fable  borrowed  from  the  Jews.'* 

•  See  chapter  2,  p.  7, 

'  Ry  ingratitude,  excess,  or  insolent  behaviour. 

'  Fur  RIoses,  it  seems,  outwent  the  seventy  elders,  who  had  been  chosen,  in  obedience  to 
the  divine  command,  to  accompany  him  to  the  mount,^  and  appeared  before  God  while  they 
were  at  some,  though  no  great,  distance  behind  him. 

J  They  continued  in  the  worship  of  the  true  God  for  the  first  twenty  days  of  Moses's 
abseiHie,  which,  by  taking  the  nights  also  into  their  reckoning,  they  computed  to  be  forty, 
and  at  their  expiration  concluded  they  had  stayed  the  full  time  which  Moses  liad  commanded 
thern,  and  so  fell  into  the  worship  of  the  polden  calf.* 

^  This  was  not  his  proper  name,  but  he  had  this  appellation  because  he  was  of  a  certain  tribe 
among  the  Jews  called  Samaritans  (wherein  the  Mohammedans  strangely  betray  their  ignor- 
ance in  history)  ;  though  some  say  he  was  a  proselyte,  but  a  hypocritical  one,  and  originally 
of  Kirmfin,  or  some  other  country.     His  true  name  was  Moses,  or  Musa,  Ebn  Dhafar.5 

Selden  is  of  opinion  that  this  person  was  no  other  th.in  Aaron  himself,  (who  was  really  the 
maker  of  the  calf),  and  that  he  is  here  called  al  Sa.meri,  from  the  Hebrew  verb  shamar,  to 

•  Idem,  Abulfcd.  in  Hist.  '  Vide  R.  Eliezer,  Pirke,  chapter  42.  3  See  chapter  2, 
p.  6,  7  ;  chapte."-  7,  p.  120,  &c.        *  Al  Beidawi.                »  Idem. 
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seduced  them  lo  idolatry.  Wherefore  Moses  returned  unto  his 
people*  in  great  wrath,  and  exceedingly  afflicted.  Arid  he  said,  O 
my  people,  had  not  your  Lord  promised  you  a  most  excellent  pro- 
mise?"^ Did  the  time  of  my  absence  seem  long  unto  you  ?  Or  did  ye 
desire  that  indignation  from  your  LORD  should  fall  on  you,  and 
therefore  fail  to  keep  the  promise  which  ye  made  me  ?  They 
answered,  We  have  not  failed  in  what  we  promised  thee  of  our  own 
authority  ;  but  we  were  made  to  carry  in  several  loads  of  gold  and 
silver,  of  the  ornaments  of  the  people,"  and  we  cast  them  into  the 
fire  J  and  in  like  manner  al  Sameri  also  cast  in  what  he  had  collected, 
and  he  produced  unto  them  a  corporeal  ca]f,°  which  lowed.  And  al 
Sdvieri  and  his  companions  said,  This  is  your  god,  and  the  god  of 
Moses  ;  but  he  hath  forgotten  him,  and  is  gone  to  seek  sojne  other. 
Did  they  not  therefore  see  that  their  idol  returned  them  no  answer, 
and  was  not  able  to  cause  them  either  hurt  or  profit  ?  And  Aaron 
had  said  unto  them  before,  O  my  people,  verily  ye  are  only  proved 
by  this  calf;  for  your  Lord  is  the  Merciful  :  wherefore  follow  me, 
and  obey  my  command.  They  answered.  We  will  by  no  means 
cease  to  be  devoted  to  its  worship,  until  Moses  return  unto  us.  And 
when  Moses  was  7'eturned,  he  said,  O  Aaron,  what  hindered  thee,  when 
thou  sawest  that  they  went  astray,  that  thou  didst  not  follow  me  .''  P 
Hast  thou  therefore  been  disobedient  to  my  command?  Aaron 
answered,  O  son  of  my  mother,  drag  me  not  by  my  beard,  nor  by 
the  hair  of  my  head.  Verily  I  feared  lest  thou  shouldest  say,  Thou 
hast  made  a  division  among  the  children  of  Israel,  and  thou  hast  not 
observed  my  saying.  1  Moses  said  ujito  al  Sdineri,  What  was  thy 
design,  O  Sameri  ?     He  answered,  I  saw  that  which  they  saw  not  ;' 

keep  ;  '  because  he  was  i/te  Keeper  or  Guardian  of  the  children  of  Israel  during  his  brother's 
absence  in  the  mount ;  which  is  a  very  ingenious  conjecture,  not  absolutely  inconsistent  with 
the  text  of  the  Koran  (though  Mohammed  seems  to  have  mistaken  al  Sameri  for  the  name 
of  a  different  person),  and  offers  a  much  more  probable  origin  of  that  appellation,  than  to  derive 
it,  as  the  Mohammedans  do,  from  the  Samaritans,  who  were  not  formed  into  a  people,  nor  bore 
that  name  till  many  ages  after. 

'  viz..  After  he  had  completed  his  forty  days'  stay  in  the  mount,  and  had  received  the  law.' 

"  i.e.,  The  law,  containing  a  light  and  certain  direction  to  guide  you  in  the  right  way. 

■  These  ornaments  were  rings,  bracelets,  and  the  like,  which  the  Israelites  had  borrowed 
of  the  Egyptians,  under  pretence  of  decking  themselves  out  for  some  feast,  and  had  not  re- 
turned to  them ;  or,  as  some  think,  what  they  had  stripped  from  the  dead  bodies  of  the 
Egyptians,  cast  on  shore  by  the  sea  :  and  al  Sameri,  conceiving  them  unlawful  to  be  kept, 
and  the  occasion  of  much  wickedness,  persuaded  Aaron  to  let  him  collect  them  from 
ihe  people  ;  which  being  done,  he  threw  them  all  into  the  fire,  to  melt  them  down  into  one 
inass.3 

It  is  observable,  that  the  Mohammedans  generally  suppose  the  cast  metal's  coming  forth  in 
the  shape  of  a  calf,  was  beside  the  expectation  of  al  Sameri,  who  had  not  made  a  mould  of 
that  figure  :  and  that  when  Aaron  excuses  himself  to  his  brother,  in  the  pentateuch,  he  seems 
as  if  he  would  persuade  him  it  was  an  accident.* 

0  See  chapter  7,  p.  119,  note  ». 

P  By  these  words  Moses  reprehends  Aaron  for  not  seconding  his  zeal  in  taking  arms 
against  the  idolaters  ;  or  for  not  coming  after  him  to  the  mountain,  to  acquaint  him  with  their 
rebellion. 

\  i.e..  Lest  if  I  had  taken  arms  against  the  worshippers  of  the  calf,  thou  shouldest  say  that 
I  had  raised  a  sedition  ;  or  if  I  had  gone  after  thee,  thou  shouldest  blame  me  for  abandoning 
my  charge,  and  not  waiting  thy  return  to  rectify  what  was  amiss. 

»  Or,  I  knew  that  which  they  knew  not ;  viz..  That  the  messenger  sent  to  thee  from  GoD  was 
a  pure  spirit,  and  that  his  footsteps  gave  life  to  whatever  they  touched  ;  being  no  other  than 

'  Seldcn,  de  Diis  Syris,  Synt.  1,  chapter  4.  '  Al  Beid&wi.  '  Idem.  \'ide  D'Herbel 
BibL  Orient,  p.  630,  and  Kor.  chapter  2,  p.  6,  &c  *  See  Exod.  xxxii.  34. 
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wherefore  I  took  a  handful  of  dust  from  the  footsteps  of  the  messenger 
of  God,  and  I  cast  it  into  the  molteti  calf\  *  for  so  did  my  mind  direct 
me.     Moses  said,  Get  thee  gone  ;  for  thy  ptinishinetit  in  this  life  shall 
be,  that  thou  shalt  say  utito  those  luho  shall  meet  thee,  Touch  me  not  ;* 
and  a  threat  is  denounced  against  thee  of  more  terrible  pai7is,  itt  the 
life  to  come,  which  thou  shalt  by  no  means  escape.     And  behold  now 
thy  god,  to  whose  worship  thou  hast  continued  assiduously  devoted  : 
verily  we  will  burn  it  f  and  we  will  reduce  it  to  powder,  and  scatter 
it  in  the  sea.     Your  God  is  the  true  God,  besides  whom  there  is  no 
other  god  :  he  comprehendeth  all  things  by  his  knowledge.     Thus  do 
we  recite  unto  thee,  O  Mohammed,  relations  of  what  hath  passed 
heretofore  ;  and  we  have  given  thee  an  admonition  from  us.     He  who 
shall  turn  aside  from  it,  shall  surely  carry  a  load  of  guilt  on  the  day 
of  resurrection  :   they   shall  continue  thereunder  for  ever;  and  a 
grievous  burthen  shall  it  be  unto  them  on  the  day  of  resurrection  ;* 
On  that  day  the  trumpet  shall  be  sounded  ;  and  we  will  gather  the 
wicked  together  on  that  day,  having  grey  eyes.y     They  shall  speak 
with  a  low  voice  to  one  another,  sayi7ig,  Ye  have  not  tarried^  above 
ten  days.     We  well  know  what  they  will  say  ;  when  the  most  con- 
spicuous among  them  for  behaviour  shall  say.  Ye  have  not  tarried 
above   one  day.     They  will  ask  thee  concerning  the  mountains  : 
Answer,  My   LORD   will  reduce  them  to  dust,   and    scatter  them 
abroad  ;*   and  he  will  leave  them  a  plain  equally  extended  :  thou 
shalt  see  no  part  of  them  higher  or  lower  than  another.     On  that 
day  mankind  shall  follow  the  angel  who  will  call  them  to  judgment^ 
none  shall  have  power  to  turn  aside  from  him  ;  and  their  voices  shall 
be  low  before  the  Merciful,  neither  shalt  thou  hear  any  more  than 
the  hollow  sound  of  their  feet.     On  that  day  the  intercession  of  7ione 
shall  be  of  advantage  tmto  another,  except  the  intercession  of  him 

the  angel  Gabriel,  mounted  on  the  horse  of  life  :  and  therefore  I  made  use  of  the  dust  of  his  feet 
to  animate  the  molten  calf.  It  is  said  al  Sameri  knew  the  angel,  because  he  had  saved  and 
taken  care  of  him  when  a  child  and  exposed  by  his  mother  for  fear  of  Pharaoh.' 

*  See  chapter  2,  p.  6.       _ 

*  Lest  they  infect  thee  with  a  burning  fever  :  for  that  was  the  consequence  of  any  man's 
touching  him,  and  the  same  happened  to  the  persons  he  touched  ;  for  which  reason  he  was 
obliged  to  avoid  all  communication  with  others,  and  was  also  shunned  by  them,  wandering 
in  the  desert  like  a  wild  beast.^ 

Hence  it  is  concluded  that  a  tribe  of  Samaritan  Jews,  said  to  inhabit  a  certain  isle  in  the 
Red  Sea,  are  the  descendants  of  our  al  Sameri;  because  it  is  their  peculiar  mark  of  distinction 
at  this  day,  to  use  the  same  words,  viz.  La  mesas,  i.e..  Touch  me  not,  to  those  they  meet.^ 
It  is  not  improbable  that  this  story  niay  owe  its  rise  to  the  known  hatred  borne  by  the  Samari- 
tans to  the  Jews,  and  their  superstitiously  avoiding  to  have  any  commerce  with  them,  or  any 
other  strangers.* 

»  Or,  as  the  word  may  also  be  translated.  We  will  file  it  down  ;  but  the  other  is  the  more 
received  interpretation. 

"  See  chapter  6,  p.  91. 

»  For  this,  with  the  Arabs,  is  one  mark  of  an  enemy,  or  a  person  they  abominate  ;  to  say  a 
man  has  a  black  liver  (though  I  think  we  express  our  aversion  by  the  term  white-livered) 
reddish  whiskers,  and  grey  eyes,  being  a  periphrasis  for  a  foe,  and  particularly  a  Greek' 
which  nation  were  the  most  inveterate  enemies  of  the  Arabs,  and  have  usually  hair  and  eyes 
of  those  colours.*  The  original  word,  however,  signifies  also  those  who  are  squint-eyed,  or 
even  blind  of  a  suffusion. 

*  z'iz.f  In  the  world  ;  or,  in  the  grave. 

»  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  64. 
•>  See  ibid.  p.  56. 

»  Al  Beidfiwi,  Jallalo'ddin.        «  lidem.         »  Vide  Geogr.  Nub.  p   45.  «  Vi  de  Selden. 

ubi  sup.  *  Al  BeidSwj,  Jawhari,  in  Lex. 
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to   whom   the   Merciful   shaii  grant  permission,®  and  who  shall  be 
acceptable  unto  him  in  what  he  saith.     God  knoweth  that  which  is 
before  them,  and  that  which  is  behind  them  ;  but  they  comprehend 
not  the  same  by  their  knowledge  :  and  their  faces  shall  be  humbled*^ 
before  the  living,  the  self-subsisting  Gad;  and  he  shall  be  wretched 
who  shall  bear  Ins  iniquity.     But  whosoever  shall  do  good  works, 
being  a  true  believer,  shall  not  fear  any  injustice,  or  any  diminution 
of  his  reward  from  God.     And  thus  have  we  sent  down  this  book, 
being  a  Koran  in  the  Arabic  tongue  ;  and  we  have  inserted  various 
threats  and  promises  therein,  that  men  may  fear  God,  or  that  it  may 
awaken  some  consideration  in  them :  wherefore  let  GOD  be  highly 
exalted,  the  King,  the  Truth  !     Be  not  overhasty  in  receiving  or 
repeating  the  Koran,  before  the  revelation  thereof  be  completed 
unto  thee  ;*  and  say,  LORD,  increase  my  knowledge.     We  heretofore 
gave  a  command  unto  Adam  ;  but  he  forgot  the  same^  and  eat  of  the 
forbidden  fruit j  and  we  found  not  in  him  a  firm  resolution.     And 
rei7iember  when  we  said  unto  the  angels,  Worship  ye  Adam  ;  and 
they  worshipped  hi7n :  but  Eblis  refused.  8    And  we  said,  O  Adam, 
verily  this  is  an  enemy  unto  thee,  and  thy  wife  :  wherefore  be'wa7-e 
lest  he  turn  you  out  of  paradise  ;  for  then  shalt  thou  be  miserable. 
Verily  we  have  made  a  provisio7i  for  thee,  that  thou  shalt  not  hunger 
therein,  neither  shalt  thou  be  naked  :  and  there  is  also  a  provisio7i 
7}iade  for  thee,  that  thou  shalt  not  thirst  therein,  neither  shalt  thou  be 
incommoded  by  heat.     But  Satan  whispered  evil  suggestions  unto 
him,  saying,  O  Adam,  shall  I  guide  thee  to  the  tree  of  eternity,  and  a 
kingdom  which  faileth  not  ?    And  they  both  ate  thereof  :  and  their 
nakedness  appeared  unto  them  ;  and  they  began  to  sew  together  the 
leaves  of  paradise,  to  cover  themselves.**    And  thiis  Adam  became 
disobedient  unto  his  Lord,  and  was  seduced.     Afterwards  his  Lord 
accepted  him,  07t   his  repe7ita7ice,  and  was   turned   unto   him,  and 
directed  hi77i.    And  God  said.  Get  ye  down  hence,  all  of  you  :  the 
one  of  you  shall  be  an  enemy  unto  the  other.     But  hereafter  shall  a 
direction  come  unto  you  from  me  :  *  and  whosoever  shall  follow  my 
direction,  shall  not  err,  neither  shall  he  be  unhappy  ;  but  whosoever 
shall  turn  aside  from  my  admonition,  verily  he  shall  lead  a  miserable 
life,  and  we  will  cause  him  to  appear  before  us  on  the  day  of  resur- 
rection, blind.J     And  he  shall  say,  O  LORD,  why  hast  thou  brought 
me  before  thee  blind,  whereas  before   I  saw  clearly  ?    God    shall 

•  Or,  Except  unto  him,  &c.     See  chapter  19,  p.  232. 

•  The  original  word  properly  expresses  the  humility  and  dejected  looks  of  captives  in  the 
presence  of  their  conqueror. 

•  Mohammed  is  here  commanded  not  to  be  impatient  at  any  delay  in  Gabriel's  bringing  the 
divine  revelations,  or  not  to  repeat  it  too  fast  after  the  angel,  so  as  to  overtake  him  before  he 
had  finished  the  passage.  But  some  suppose  the  prohibition  relates  to  the  publishing  any 
verse  before  the  same  was  perfectly  explained  to  him.' 

'  Adam's  so  soon  forgetting  the  divine  command,  has  occasioned  some  Arab  etymologists 
to  derive  the  word  InsEn,  i.e.  man,  from  nasiya,  \.o  forget ;  and  has  also  given  rise  to  the 
following  proverbial  saying,  Awiva!o?i&sin  aivwalo  'nn&si,  that  is,  Th<f  /irsi  forgci/nl pr^ian 
%vas  thejirst  of  tnen  ;  alluding  to  the  like  sound  of  the  words 

«  See  chapter  2,  p.  4,  &c.  ;  chapter  7,  p.  105,  &c. 

''  See  chapter  7,  p.  106. 

'  See  chapter  2,  p.  5. 

>  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  66. 

I  Al  Beidftwi,  Jallalo'ddiit 
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answer,  Thus  have  we  done,  because  our  signs  came  unto  thee,  and 
thou  didst  forget  them ;  and  in  the  same  manner  shalt  thou  be 
forgotten  this  day.  And  thus  will  we  reward  him  who  shall  be 
negligent,  and  shall  not  believe  in  the  signs  of  his  Lord  :  and  the 
punishment  of  the  life  to  come  shall  be  more  severe,  and  more 
lasting,  than  the  punishment  of  this  life.  Are  not  the  Meccans  there- 
fore acquainted  how  many  generations  we  have  destroyed  before 
them  ;  in  whose  dwellings  they  walk  1^  Verily  herein  are  signs  unto 
t'lose  who  are  endued  with  understanding.  And  unless  a  decree  had 
previously  gone  forth  from  thy  Lord  for  their  respite,  verily  their 
destructioji  had  necessarily  followed  :  but  there  is  a  certain  time 
determined  by  God  for  their  pimishment.  Wherefore  do  thou,  O 
Mohammed,  patiently  bear  that  which  they  say  ;  and  celebrate  the 
praise  of  thy  LoRD  before  the  rising  of  the  sun,  and  before  the 
setting  thereof,  and  praise  him  in  the  hours  of  the  night,  and  in  the 
extremities  of  the  day,*  that  thou  mayest  be  well-pleased  luith  the 
prospect  of  receiving  favour  from  God.  And  cast  not  thine  eyes 
on  that  which  we  have  granted,  divers  of  the  unbelievers  to  enjoy. 
namely,  the  splendour  of  this  present  life,*"  that  we  may  prove  them 
thereby  :  for  the  provision  of  thy  Lord*  is  better,  and  more  per- 
manent. Command  thy  family  to  observe  prayer  ;  and  do  thou 
persevere  therein.  We  require  not  of  thee  that  thou  labour  to  gain 
necessary  provisions  for  thyself  and  family :  we  will  provide  for 
thee ;  for  the  prosperous  issue  shall  attend  on  piety."  The  nnbe- 
lievers  say,  Unless  he  come  unto  us  with  a  sign  from  his  Lord,  we 
will  not  believe  on  him.  Hath  not  a  plain  declaration  come  unto 
them,  of  that  which  is  cojttained  in  the  former  volumes  of  scripture, 
by  the  revelation  of  the  Koran?  If  we  had  destroyed  them  by  a 
jadgment  before  the  same  had  been  revealed,  they  would  have  said, 
at  the  resurrection,  O  LORD,  hoiu  could  ive  believe  since  thou  didst 
not  send  unto  us  an  apostle,  that  we  might  follow  thy  signs,  before 
we  were  humbled  and  covered  with  shame  '^.  Say,  Each  of  tis  wait 
the  issue:  wait  therefore;  for  ye  shall  surely  know  hereafter  who 
have  becft  the  followers  of  the  even  way,  and  who  have  been  rightly 
directed. 

«  Seeing  the  footsteps  of  their  destruction  ;  as  of  the  tribes  of  Al,  and  Thamfld. 

•  i.e.,  Elvening  and  morning ;  which  times  are  repeated  as  the  principal  hours  of  prayer, 
Put  some  suppose  these  words  intend  the  prayer  of  noon  ;  the  first  half  of  the  day  ending, 
and  the  second  half  beginning  at  that  time.' 

"  That  is,  do  not  envy  or  covet  their  pomp  and  prosperity  in  this  world. 2 

•  viz.,  The  reward  laid  up  for  thee  in  the  next  life  :  or  the  gift  of  prophecy,  and  the  revela- 
tions with  which  God  has  favoured  thee. 

•  It  is  said  that  when  Mahommed's  family  were  in  any  strait  or  affliction,  he  used  to  ordei 
them  to  go  to  prayers,  and  to  repeat  this  verse.* 

»  Iid£.m.  a  See  chapter  15,  p.  igj.  0  AJ  Beidlwl 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 
ENTITLED,  THE  PROPHETS  ;P  REVEALED  AT  MECCA. 

IN    THE    NAME   OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL  COD. 

(XVII.)  n^H E  tifne  of  giving  lip  their  account  draweth  nigh  unto 
■*■  the  people  of  Mecca;  while  they  are  sunk  in  negligence, 
turning  aside  from  the  consideration  thereof.  No  admonition  cometh 
utito  them  from  their  Lord,  being  lately  revealed  iji  the  Koran,  but 
when  they  hear  it,  they  turn  it  to  sport  :  their  hearts  are  taken  up  with 
delights.  And  they  who  act  unjustly  discourse  privately  together, 
saying,  Is  this  Moham?ned  any  more  than  a  man  like  yourselves  ? 
Will  ye  therefore  come  to  hear  a  piece  of  sorcery,  when  ye  plainly 
perceive  it  to  be  so  ?  Say,  My  Lord  knoweth  whatever  is  spoken  in 
heaven  and  on  earth  :  //  is  he  who  heareth  a?id  knoweth.  But  they 
say.  The  Koj'dn  is  a  confused  heap  of  dreams  :  nay,  he  hath  forged 
it ;  nay,  he  is  a  poet  :  let  him  come  unto  us  therefore  with  some 
miracle,  in  like  manner  as  the  former  prophets  were  sent.  None  of 
the  cities  which  we  have  destroyed,  believed  the  miracles  which  they 
saw  performed,  before  them  :  will  these  therefore  believe,  if  they  see 
a  miracle  ?  We  sent  none  as  our  apostles  before  thee,  other  than 
men,  unto  whom  we  revealed  our  will.  Ask  those  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  scripture,  if  ye  know  not  this.  We  gave  them  not  a  body 
zuhich  could  be  supported  without  their  eating  food  ;  neither  were 
they  immortal.  But  we  made  good  our  promise  unto  them  :  where- 
fore we  delivered  them,  and  those  whom  we  pleased  ;  but  we  destroyed 
the  exorbitant  transgressors.  Now  have  we  sent  down  unto  you,  O 
Koreish,  the  book^  the  Kordnj  wherein  there  is  honourable  \\\&ni\on 
of  you  :  will  ye  not  therefore  understand .''  And  how  many  cities 
have  we  overthrown,  which  were  ungodly  ;  and  caused  other  nations 
to  rise  up  after  them  ?  And  when  they  felt  our  severe  vengeance, 
behold,  they  fled  swiftly  from  those  cities.  A?td  the  angels  said^ 
scoffingly,  unto  them,  Do  not  fly  ;  but  return  to  that  wherein  ye 
delighted,  and  to  your  habitations  :  peradventure  ye  will  be  asked.i 
They  answered,  Alas  for  us  !  verily  we  have  been  unjust."^  And  this 
their  lamentation  ceased  not,  until  we  had  rendered  them  like  corn 
which  is  mowed  down,  afid  utterly  extinct.  We  created  not  the 
heavens  and  the  earth,  and  that  which  is  between  them,  by  way  of 

p  The  chapter  bears  this  title,  because  some  particulars  relating  to  several  of  the  ancient 
prophets  are  here  recited. 

<i  i.e..  Concerning  the  present  posture  of  affairs,  by  way  of  consultation  :  or,  that  ye  may 
be  examined  as  to  your  deeds,  that  ye  may  receive  the  reward  thereof ' 

'  It  is  related  that  a  prophet  was  sent  to  the  inhabitants  of  certain  towns  in  Y.^man.  but 
instead  of  hearkening  to  his  remonstrances,  they  killed  him  :  upon  which  God  delivered  theni 
into  the  hands  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  who  put  them  to  the  sword  ;  a  voice  at  the  same  time 
cr^'ing  from  heaven.  Vengeance  for  the  blood  of  the  prophets  !  Upon  which  they  rtpent^d 
and  used  the  words  of  this  passage. 

^  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin,  al  Zamakh. 


1 


CHAP.  XXI.  AL    KORAN.  24.3 

sport.*  If  we  had  pleased  to  take  diversion,  verily  we  had  taken  it 
with  thai  which  beseenicih  us  ;*■  if  we  had  resolved  to  have  done  this. 
But  we  will  oppose  truth  to  vanity,  and  it  shall  confound  the  same  ; 
and  behold,  it  shall  vanish  away.  Woe  be  unto  you,  for  that  which 
ye  impiously  irtter  concerning  God  J  since  whoever  is  in  heaven  and 
on  earth  is  subject  unto  him  ;  and  the  angels  who  are  in  his  presence 
do  not  insolently  disdain  his  service,  neither  are  they  tired  therewith. 
They  praise  liim  night  and  day  :  they  faint  not.  Have  they  taken 
gods  from  the  earth  t  Shall  they  raise  the  dead  to  life  ?  If  there 
were  either  in  heaven  or  on  earth  gods  besides  GoD,  verily  both  would 
be  corrupted."  But  far  be  that  which  they  utter,  from  GOD,  the  Lord 
of  the  throne  !  No  account  shall  be  demanded  of  him  for  what  he 
shall  do  ;  but  an  account  shall  be  demanded  of  them.  Have  they 
taken  other  gods  besides  him  ?  Say,  Produce  your  proof  thereof. 
This  is  the  admonition  of  those  who  are  contemporary  with  me,  and 
the  admonition  of  those  who  have  been  before  me  i'^  but  the  greater 
part  of  them  know  not  the  truth,  and  turn  aside  ft'oui  the  same.  We 
have  sent  no  apostle  before  thee,  but  we  revealed  unto  him  that  there 
is  no  god  besides  myself :  wherefore  serve  me.  They  say,  The 
Merciful  hath  begotten  issue  ;  and  the  angels  are  his  daiighters.y 
God  forbid  !  They  are  his  honoured  servants  :  they  prevent  him 
not  in  anything  which  they  say;*  and  they  execute  his  command. 
He  knoweth  that  which  is  before  them,  and  that  which  is  behind 
them  :  they  shall  not  intercede  for  any,  except  for  whom  it  shall 
please  him  ;  and  they  tremble  for  fear  of  him.  Whoever  of  them  shall 
say,  lam  a  god  besides  him  ;  that  angel  will  we  reward  with  hell ;  for 
so  will  we  reward  the  unjust.  Do  not  the  unbelievers  therefore  know, 
that  the  heavens  and  the  earth  were  solid,  and  we  clave  the  same  in 
sunder  ;*  and  made  every  living  thing  of  water  ?  Will  they  not  there- 
fore believe  ?  And  we  placed  stable  mountains  on  the  earth,  lest  it 
should  move  with  them  ;^  and  we  made  broad  passages  between  them 
for  paths,  that  they  might  be  directed  in  their  journeys  :  and  we  made 

•  But  for  the  manifestation  of  our  power  and  wisdom  to  people  of  understanding,  that  they 
may  seriously  consider  the  wonders  of  the  cre.ition,  and  direct  their  actions  to  the  attainment 
of  future  happiness,  neglecting  the  vain  pomp  and  fleeting  pleasures  of  this  world. 

•  viz..  We  had  sought  our  pleasure  in  our  own  perfections  ;  or,  in  the  spiritual  beings  which 
are  in  our  immediate  presence  ;  and  not  in  raising  of  material  buildings,  with  painted  roofs, 
and  fine  floors,  which  is  the  diversion  of  man. 

Some  think  the  original  word,  translated  diversion,  signifies  in  this  place  a  wife,  or  a  child  ; 
and  that  the  pass.age  is  particularly  levelled  against  the  Christians.' 

°  That  is,  tlie  whole  creation  would  necessarily  fall  into  confusion  and  be  overturned,  by 
the  competition  of  such  mighty  antagonists. 

»  i.e..  This  is  the  constant  doctrine  of  all  the  sacred  books;  not  only  of  the  Koran,  but  of 
those  which  were  revealed  in  former  ages  ;  all  of  them  bearing  witness  to  the  great  and 
fundamental  truth  of  the  unity  of  God. 

J  This  pa.ssage  was  revealed  on  account  of  the  KhozflUes,  who  held  the  angels  to  be  the 
daugliters  of  God. 

»  Lc,  They  presume  not  to  say  anything,  until  lie  hath  .spoken  it ;  behaving  as  servants  who 
know  their  duty. 

■  That  is,_  They  were  one  continued  mass  of  matter,  till  we  separated  tliem,  and  divided 
the  heaven  into  seven  heavens,  and  tlic  earth  into  as  many  stories  ;  and  distinguished  the 
variovis  orbs  of  tho  one,  and  the  different  climates  of  the  othci",  ^cc.  Or,  as  some  choose  to 
iraiislale  the  words,  The  hcaroens  and  the  earth  were  sJrat  ?.'/,  and  we  opened  the  same ; 
their  meaning  being,  that  the  heavens  did  not  rain,  nor  the  earth  produce  vegetables,  t'il  Goc 
interi)osed  his  power  '■* 

*•  tiee  chauter  16,  p.  196. 

'  lidem.  Al  BeidSiwi,  Jallalo'ddia. 
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the  heaven  a  roof  well  supported.  Yet  they  turn  aside  from  the  signs 
thereof,  noi  considering  that  they  are  the  ivorkmanship  of  God.  It  is 
he  who  hath  created  the  night,  and  the  day,  and  the  sun,  and  the 
moon  ;  all  the  celestial  bodies  move  swiftly,  each  in  its  respective  orb. 
We  have  not  granted  unto  any  man  before  thee,  eternal  permanency 
in  this  world ;  if  thou  die  therefore,  will  they  be  immortal  ?<=  Every 
soul  shall  taste  of  death  :  and  we  will  prove  you  with  evil,  and  with 
good,  for  a  trial  of  you  j  and  unto  us  shall  ye  return.  When  the  un 
believers  see  thee,  they  receive  thee  only  with  scoffing,  saying,  Is 
this  he  who  mentioneth  your  gods  ivith  contempt?  Yet  themselves 
believe  not  what  is  mentioned  to  them  of  the  Merciful/^  Man  is 
created  of  precipitation.*^  Hereafter  will  I  show  you  my  signs,  so 
that  ye  shall  not  wish  them  to  be  hastened.  They  say.  When  luill 
this  threat  be  accomplished,  if  ye  speak  truth?  If  they  who  believe 
not,  knew  that  the  time  will  surely  come,  when  they  shall  not  be  able 
to  drive  back  the  tire  of  hell  from  their  faces,  nor  from  their  backs, 
neither  shall  they  be  helped,  they  would  not  hasten  it.  But  the  day 
of  vengeance  shall  come  upon  them  suddenly,  and  shall  strike  them 
with  astonishment  :  they  shall  not  be  able  to  avert  it ;  neither  shall 
they  be  respited.  Other  apostles  have  been  mocked  before  thee  : 
but  the  punishment  which  they  scoffed  at,  fell  upon  such  of  them  as 
mocked.  Say  7into  the  scoffers,  Who  shall  save  you  by  night  and  by 
day  from  the  Merciful  ?  Yet  they  utterly  neglect  the  remembrance  of 
their  LORD.  "  Have  they  gods  who  will  defend  them,  besides  us  t 
TJiey  are  not  able  to  help  themselves  ;  neither  shall  they  be  assisted 
against  us  by  their  companions.  But  we  have  permitted  these  men 
and  their  fathers  to  enjoy  worldly  prosperity,  so  long  as  life  was  con- 
tinued unto  them.  Do  they  not  perceive  that  we  come  unto  the  land 
of  the  unbelievers,  and  straiten  the  borders  thereof?  Shall  they  there- 
fore be  the  conquerors  ?  Say,  I  only  preach  unto  you  the  revelation 
of  God :  but  the  deaf  will  not  hear  thy  call,  whenever  they  are 
preached  unto.  Yet  if  the  least  breath  of  the  punishment  of  thy 
Lord  touch  them,  they  will  surely  say,  Alas  for  us  !  verily  we  have 
been  unjust.  We  will  appoint  just  balances  for  the  day  of  resurrec- 
tion ;  neither  shall  any  soul  be  injured  at  all  :  although  the  merit  or 
guilt  of  an  action  be  of  the  weight  of  a  grain  of  mustai*d-seed  only, 
we  will  produce  it  publicly ;  and  there  will  be  sufficient  accountants 
:vith  us.  We  formerly  gave  unto  Moses  and  Aaron  the  Law,  bei'ng  a 
distinction^  between  good  and  evil,  and  a  light  and  admonition  unto 
the  pious  ;  who  fear  their  LORD  in  secret,  and  who  dread  the  hour 
of  judgment.  And  this  book  also  is  a  blessed  admonition  ;  which  we 
have  sent  down  from  heaven:  will  ye  therefore  deny  it?    And  we 

• 

'  'I'liis  i>ass.i^c  was  revealcJ  u  hen  ihe  infidels  said,  We  e.vpect  lu  sec  iMohainmcd  die,  like    . 
llio  rest  of  inapkind. 

^  Denying  hi^  unity  ;  or  rejecting  his  apostles  and  the  scriptures  which  were  given  for  their 
instruction,  and  particularly  the  Koriin. 

e  Ikint:  h.-isty  and  inconsiderate.'  It  is  said  this  passage  was  revealed  on  .iccour.t  of  .il 
Noflnr  I<".l)n  al  H.^reth,  when  he  desired  Mohammed  to  hasten  the  divine  vengeance  with 
wliich  he  threatened  the  imbelievers.^ 

'  Am'),  a'  I'V.rkan.     See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  TIT.  p.  44. 

'  S'!'-  chapter  17,  p.  208.  &c;  '  AI  r.cid.iwi. 
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gave  unto  Abraham  his  direction s  heretofore,  and  we  knew  him  to  be 
luorthy  of  the  j'cvelaiions  wherewith  he  was  favoured.  Remember 
when  he  said  unto  his  father,  and  his  people,  What  are  these  images, 
to  which  ye  are  so  entirely  devoted?''  They  answered,  We  found 
our  fathers  worshipping  them.  He  said.  Verily  both  ye  and  your 
fathers  have  been  in  a  manifest  error.  They  said.  Dost  thou  seriously 
tell  us  the  truth,  or  art  thou  one  who  jestest  with  its  ?  He  replied, 
Verily  your  LORD  is  the  Lord  of  the  heavens  and  the  earth  ;  it  is 
he  who  hath  created  them  :  and  I  am  ojie  of  those  who  bear  witness 
thereof,  [-"y  God,  I  will  surely  devise  a  plot  against  your  idols,  after 
ye  shall  have  retired  f'om  the?!!,  and  shall  have  turned  your  backs. 
And  in  the  people's  absence  he  went  into  the  temple  where  the  idols 
stood,  and  he  brake  them  all  in  pieces,  except  the  biggest  of  them  ; 
that  they  might  lay  the  blame  upon  that.*  And  when  they  were  re- 
turned, and  saw  the  havoc  which  had  been  made,  they  said,  Who  hath 
done  this  to  our  gods  ?  He  is  certainly  an  impious  person.  And 
certain  of  them  answered,  We  heard  a  young  man  speak  reproachfully 
of  them  :  he  is  named  Abraham.  They  said,  Bring  him  therefore 
before  the  eyes  of  the  people,  that  they  may  bear  witness  against  him. 
And  whe?i  he  was  brought  before  the  asscjnbly,  they  said  tinto  him, 
Hast  thou  done  this  unto  our  gods,  O  Abraham?  He  answered.  Nay, 
that  biggest  of  them  hath  done  it  :  but  ask  them,  if  they  ca'n  speak. 
And  they  returned  unto  themselves,-^  and  said  tJie  one  to  the  other, 
Verily  ye  are  the  impious  persons.  Afterwards  they  relapsed  into 
their  former  obstinacy,"*  and  said,  Verily  thou  knowest  that  these 
speak  not.  Abraham  answered,  Do  ye  therefore  worship,  besides 
God,  that  which  cannot  profit  you  at  all,  neither  can  it  hurt  you  ? 
Fie  on  you  ;  and  upon  that  which  ye  worship  besides  God  !  Do  ye 
not  understand  ?  They  said.  Burn  him,  and  avenge  your  gods  ;  if  5  e 
do  this  it  will  be  well.^  And  when  Abraham  was  cast  into  the 
burning  pile,  we  said,  O  fire,  be  thou  cold,  and  a  preservation  unto 

8  viz.f  The  ten  books  of  divine  revelations  which  were  given  him.' 

^  See  chapter  6,  p.  95,  S:c.,  chapter  19,  p.  230,  and  chapter  2,  p.  28. 

'  Abraham  took  his  opportunity  to  do  this  while  the  Chaldeans  were  abroad  in  tlie  fields, 
celebrating  a  great  festival ;  and  some  say  he  hid  himself  in  the  temple  :  and  when  he  had 
accomplished  his  design,  that  he  might  the  more  evidently  convince  them  of  their  folly  in 
worshipping  them,  he  hung  the  axe,  with  which  he  had  hewn  and  broken  down  the  i.mages, 
on  the  neck  of  the  chief  idol,  named  by  some  writers,  Baal ;  as  if  he  had  been  the  author  of 
all  the  niischief.^  For  this  story,  which,  though  it  be  false,  is  not  iU  invented,  Mohammed 
stands  indebted  to  the  Jews  ;  who  tell  it  with  a  little  variation  :  for  they  say  Abraham  per- 
formed this  exploit  in  his  father's  shop,  during  his  absence ;  that  Terah,  on  his  return, 
demanding  the  occasion  of  the  disorder,  his  son  told  him  that  the  idols  h-ad  quarrelled  and 
fallen  together  by  the  ears  about  an  offering  of  fine  (lour,  which  had  been  brought  them  by 
an  old  woman  ;  and  that  the  father,  finding  he  could  not  insist  on  the  impossibility  of  what 
Abraham  pretended,  without  confessing  the  impotence  of  his  gods,  fell  into  a  violent  passion 
and  carried  him  to  Nimrod  that  he  might  be  exemplarily  punished  for  his  insoleuce.3 

J  That  is.  They  became  sensible  of  their  folly. 

*  Literally,  They  "Mere  iunied  doivji  nj^on  their  heads. 

»  Perceiving  they  could  not  prevail  against  Abraham  by  dint  of  argument,  saysal  BeidAwi, 
they  had  recourse  to  persecution  and  torments.  The  same  commentator  tells  us  the  person 
who  gave  this  counsel  was  a  Persian  Curd,*  named  Heyyfln,  and  that  the  earth  opened  and 
swallowed  him  up  alive  :  some,  however,  say  it  was  Andeshftn,  a  Magian  priest  ;5  and  other.s, 
that  It  was  Nimrod  himself. 

»  Seethe  Prel.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  57.  ^  Al  Beid4wi,  Jallalo'ddin,  &c.  Vide  IfvJc,  d« 
Rel.  vet.  Pers.  c.  2.  *  R.  Gedal.  in  Shalshel.  hakkab.  p.  8  Vide  Maimon.  V:id  hazzak;i. 
c.  I,  dc  idol.  *  Vide  D'Herbel.  Bibl.  Orient.  Art.   Dhokak.  et  Schultcns,  ludic  Geogr 

in  Vit-  Saladinj,  voce  Curdi.  5  Vide  D'Herbel.  p.  115. 


246  AL  KORAN.  CHAP,  xxj, 

Abraham.'*  And  they  sought  to  lay  a  plot  against  hhn  :  but  we 
caused  them  to  be  the  sufferers."  And  we  dehvered  him,  and  Lot,  by 
bringing  ikon  into  the  land  wherein  we  have  blessed  all  creatures.*^ 
And  we  bestowed  on  him  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  as  an  additional  gift  :  and 
we  made  all  of  them  righteous  persons.  We  also  made  them  models 
of  religion,?  that  they  might  direct  others  by  our  command  :  and  we 
inspired  into  them  the  doing  of  good  works,  and  the  observance  of 
prayer,  and  the  giving  of  alms  ;  and  they  served  us.  And  unto  Lot 
we  gave  wisdom  and  knowledge,  and  we  delivered  him  out  of  the  city 
which  committed  filthy  crimes  ;  for  they  were  a  wicked  and  insolent 
people  :fl  and  we  led  him  into  our  mercy  ;  for  he  was  an  upright 
person.  And  remember  Noah,  when  he  called  for  destruction  on  his 
people,^  before  the  prophets  above  nientioied j  and  we  heard  him,  and 

■»  TI.e  commentators  relate  that,  by  Nimrod's  order,  a  large  space  was  enclosed  at  Cutha, 
and  filled  with  a  vast  quantity  of  wood,  which  being  set  on  fire  burned  so  fiercely,  that  none 
dared  to  venture  near  it :  then  they  bound  Abraham,  and  putting  him  into  an  engine  (which 
some  suppose  to  have  been  of  the  devil's  invention),  shot  him  into  the  midst  of  the  fire  ;  from 
which  he  was  preserved  by  the  angel  Gabriel  who  was  sent  to  his  assistance ;  the  fire  burning 
only  the  cords  with  which  he  was  bound. '  They  add  that  the  fire  having  miraculously  lost 
its  heat,  in  respect  to  Abraham,  became  an  odoriferous  air,  and  that  the  pile  changed  to  a 
pleasant  meadow ;  though  it  raged  so  furiously  otherwise,  that,  according  to  some  writers, 
about  two  thousand  of  the  idolaters  were  consumed  by  it. 2 

This  story  seems  to  have  had  no  other  foundation  than  that  passage  of  Moses,  where  God 
is  said  to  have  brought  Abraham  out  0/  \}x  0/  the  Chaldees,^  misunderstood  :  which  words 
the  Jews,  the  most  trilling  interpreters  of  scripture,  and  some  moderns  who  have  followed 
them,  have  translated,  oui  of  the  Jlre  0/  the  Chaldees  ;  taking  the  word  Ur,  not  for  the 
proper  name  of  a  city,  as  it  really  is,  but  for  an  appellative,  signifying^re.*  However  it  is 
a  fable  of  some  antiquity,  and  credited,  not  only  by  the  Jews,  but  by  several  of  the  eastern 
Christians  ;  the  twenty-fil"th  of  the  second  Canftn,  or  January,  being  set  apart  in  the  Syriaa 
calendar,  for  the  commemoration  of  Abraham's  being  cast  into  the  fire.* 

The  Jews  also  mention  some  other  persecutions  which  Abraham  underwent  on  account  of 
his  religion,  particularly  a  ten  years'  imprisonment  :'  some  saying  he  was  imprisoned  by 
Nimrod  ;'  and  others,  by  his  father  Terah.* 

n  Some  tell  us  that  Nimrod,  on  seeing  this  miraculous  deliverance  from  his  palace,  cried 
out,  that  he  would  make  an  offering  to  the  God  of  Abraham ;  and  that  lie  accordingly 
sacrificed  four  thousand  kine.*  But,  if  he  ever  relented,  he  soon  relapsed  into  his  former 
infidelity  :  for  he  built  a  tower  that  he  might  ascend  to  heaven  to  see  Abraham's  God  ; 
which  being  overthrown,'"  still  persisting  in  his  design,  he  would  be  carried  to  heaven  in  a 
chest  borne  by  four  monstrous  birds  ;  but  after  wandering  for  some  time  through  the  air,  he 
fell  down  on  a  mountain  with  such  a  force,  that  he  made  it  shake,  whereto  (as  some  fancy)  a 
passage  in  the  Koran"  alludes,  wliicli  may  be  translated,  although  their  contrivances  be  such 
as  to  make  the  viountains  tremble. 

Nimrod,  disappointed  in  his  design  of  making  war  with  God,  turned  his  arms  against 
Abraham,  who,  being  a  great  prince,  raised  forces  to  defend  himself ;  but  God,  dividing 
Nimrod's  subjects,  and  confounding  their  language,  dejirived  him  of  the  greater  part  of  his 
people,  and  plagued  those  who  adhered  to  him  by  swarms  of  gnats,  which  destroyed  almost 
all  of  them  :  and  one  of  those  gnats  having  entered  into  the  nostril,  or  ear,  of  Nimrod,  pene- 
trated to  one  of  tlie  membranes  of  his  brain,  where,  growing  bigger  everyday,  it  gave  him  such 
intolerable  pain,  that  he  was  obliged  to  cause  his  head  to  be  beaten  with  a  mallet,  in  order  to 
procure  some  ease,  which  torture  he  sufifered  four  hundred  years ;  God  being  \\  filing  to 
punish,  by  one  of  the  smallest  of  his  creatures,  him  who  insolently  boasted  himself  to  ba 
lord  of  all.''^  A  Syrian  calendar  places  the  death  of  Nimrod,  as  if  the  time  were  well  known, 
on  the  eighth  of  Thamflz,  or  July. '^ 

»  i.e.,  Palestine  ;  in  which  country  the  greater  part  of  the  propliets  appeared. 

P  See  chapter  2,  p.  14. 

'  See  chapter  7,  p.  113,  &c.,  and  ch.npter  11,  p.  166. 

'  See  chapter  8,  p.  132,  note  '. 

'  Al  Beidflwi,  Jallalo'ddin,  8:c.  Vide  Morgan's  Mahometism  E.\pl.  v.  i,  chapter  4. 

'-The  MS    Gospel  of  Barnabas,  chapter  28.  •  Genes,  xv.  7.  ♦  Vide  Targ. 

Tonath.    et  Hierosol.    in   Genes,    c.    11   et  15  ;    et   Hyde,   de  Rel.     vet.   Pers.   p.    74,   fee 
5  Vide  Hyde,  ibid.,r.  73.  «  R.  Eliez.  Pirke,  c.  26,  &c.     Vide  Maim.  More  Nev.  1.  3. 

c.  29.  '  Glossa  Talmud,    in  Gemar.  Bava  baiiira,  91,  i.  "  In  .Xi^g-iJa. 

'''Al  Bcid4wi.         '<>  See  chapter  16,  p.  196.         1'  Chapter  14,  p.  190.  '^  Vide  D'lTeibel. 

Bibl.  Orient.  Art.  Ncmrod.     Hyde,  ubi  supra.  '••  Vide  Hyde,  ibid.  p.  ;*. 
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delivered  him  and  his  family  from  a  great  strait  :  and  we  protected 
him  from  the  people  who  accused  our  signs  of  falsehood ;  for  they 
were  a  wicked  people,  wherefore  we  drowned  them  all.  And  remcniber 
David,  and  Solomon,  when  they  pronounced  judgment  concerning  a 
field,  when  the  sheep  of  certain  people  had  fed  therein  by  night,  having 
no  shepherd;  and  we  were  witnesses  of  their  judgment:  and  we  gave  the 
understanding  thereof  unto  Solomon.®  And  on  all  of  them  we  bestowed 
wisdom,  and  knowledge.  And  we  compelled  the  mountains  to  praise  us 
with  David;  and  the  birds  also :  ^  and  we  did  this.  And  we  taught  him 
the  art  of  making  coats  of  mail  for  you,"  that  they  may  defend  you 
in  your  wars  :  will  ye  therefore  be  thankful  t  And  unto  Solomon  we 
subjected -Sl  strong  wind  ;»  it  ran  at  his  command  to  the  land  whereon 
we  had  bestowed  our  blessing  :y  and  we  knew  all  things.  And  ivt 
also  subjected  unto  his  command  divers  of  the  devils,  who  might  dive 
to  get  pearls  for  him,  and  perform  other  work  besides  this  ;*  and  vve 
watched  over  them.*    And  re7nember  Job  ;^  v.'hen  he  cried  unto  his 

»  Some  sheep,  in  their  shepherd's  absence,  having  broken  into  another  man's  field  (or  vine- 
yard, say  otliers),  by  night,  and  eaten  up  the  corn,  a  dispute  arose  thereupon  :  and  the  cause 
being  brought  before  David  and  Solomon,  the  former  said,  that  the  owner  of  the  land  should 
take  the  sheep,  in  compensation  of  the  damage  which  he  had  sustained  ;  but  Solomon,  who 
was  then  but  eleven  years  old,  was  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  more  just  for  the  owner  of  the 
field  to  take  only  the  profit  of  the  sheep,  viz.,  their  milk,  lambs,  and  wool,  till  the  shepherd 
should,  by  his  own  labour  and  at  his  own  expense,  put  the  field  into  as  good  condition  as 
when  the  sheep  entered  it  ;  after  which  the  sheep  might  be  peturned  to  their  master.  And 
this  judgment  of  Solomon  was  approved  by  David  himself  as  better  than  his  own.' 

*  Slohammed,  it  seems,  taking  the  visions  of  the  Talmudists  for  truth,  believed  that  when 
David  was  fatigued  v/ith  singing  psalms,  the  mountains,  birds,  and  other  parts  of  the  creation, 
both  animate  and  inanimate,  relieved  him  in  chanting  the  divine  praises.  This  conseqwence 
the  Jews  draw  from  the  words  of  the  psalmist,  when  he  calls  on  the  several  parts  of  nature 
to  join  with  him  in  celebrating  the  praise  of  God  \~  it  being  their  perverse  custom  to  expound 
passages  in  the  most  literal  manner,  whicli  cannot  bear  a  literal  sense  without  a  manifest 
absurdity  ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  to  turn  the  plainest  passages  into  allegorical  fancies. 

■  I\Ien,  before  his  inventing  them,  used  to  arm  themselves  with  broad  plates  of  metal. 
Lest  this  fable  should  want  something  of  the  marvellous,  one  writer  tells  us,  that  the  iron 
which  David  used  became  soft  in  his  hands  like  wax.3 

«  Which  transported  his  throne  with  prodigious  swiftness.  Some  say,  tliis  wind  was  violent 
or  gentle,  just  as  Solomon  pleased.* 

y  viz.,  Palestine:  whither  the  wind  brought  back  Solomon's  throne  in  the  evening,  after 
having  carried  it  to  a  distant  country  in  the  morning. 

«  Such  as  the  building  of  cities  and  palaces,  the  fetching  of  rare  pieces  of  art  from  foreign 
co'antries,  and  the  like. 

a  Lest  they  should  swerve  from  his  orders,  or  do  mi.schief  according  to  their  natural  in- 
clinations. Jallalo'ddin  says,  that  when  they  had  finished  any  piece  of  building,  they  pulled 
it  down  before  night,  if  they  were  not  employed  in  something  new. 

.  b  The  Mohammedan  writers  tell  us,  that  Job  was  of  the  race  of  Esau,  and  was  blessed 
with  a  numerous  family,  and  abundant  riches  ;  but  that  Gon  proved  him.  by  taking  away  all 
that  he  had,  even  his  children,  who  were  killed  by  tlie  fall  of  a  house ;  notwithstanding 
which  he  continued  to  serve  God,  and  to  return  him  thanks,  as  usual  :  that  he  was  then 
struck  with  a  filthy  disea.se,  his  body  being  full  of  worms,  and  so  offensive,  that  as  he  lay  on 
the  dunghill  none  could  bear  to  come  near  him  :  that  his  wife,  however  (whom  some  call 
Rahmat  the  daughter  of  Ephraim  the  son  of  Joseph,  and  others  Makhir  the  daughter  of 
Manasses),  attended  him  with  great  patience,  supporting  him  with  what  she  earned  by  her 
labour ;  but  that  the  devil  appeared  to  her  one  day,  after  having  reminded  her  of  her  past 
prosperity,  promised  her  that  if  she  would  worship  him,  he  would  restore  all  they  had  lost  : 
whereupon  she  asked  her  husband's  consent,  v/ho  was  so  angry  at  the  proposal,  that  he 
swore,  if  he  recovered,  to  give  his  wife  a  hundred  stripes  :  that  Job  having  pronounced  tin- 
prayer  recorded  in  this  passage,  God  sent  Gabriel,  who  taking  him  by  the  hand  raised  him 
up  ;  and  at  the  same  time  a  fountain  sprang  up  at  his  feet,  of  which  having  drank,  the  worms 
fell  oflF  his  body,  and  washing  therein  he  recovered  his  former  health  and  beauty  :  that  Goc 
then  restored  all  to  ^im  double  ;  his  wife  also  becoming  young  and  handsome  again,  and 

'  Al  Beid&wi,  Jall^o'ddin,  &:c.  3  See  Psalm  cxlviiL  i  Tarikh   Montakkao 

Si^i  D'Hwbti.  p.  ag^.  ♦  See  chapter  27. 
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Lord,  niyuiii,  \'erily  evil  hath  afflicted  me  :  but  thou  art  the  most 
merciful  of  those  who  show  mercy.     Wherefore  we  heard  him,  and 
relieved  hhn  from  the  evil  which  was  upon  him  :  and  we  restored 
unto  him  his  family,  and  as  many  more  with  them,  through  our  mercy, 
and  for  an  admonition  unto  those  who  serve  God.     And  rcnicDibcr 
Ismael,  and  Edris,*^  and  Dhu'lkefl.'^    All  these  were  patient  persons  : 
v/herefoie  we  led  them  into  our  mercy  ;  for  they  were  righteous  doers. 
And  remember  Dhu'lnun,^  when  he  departed  in  wrath/  and  thought  that 
we  could  not  exercise  our  power  over  him.     And  he  cried  out  in  tlie 
darkness.s  sayings  There  is  no  GOD,  besides  thee:  praise  be  unto  thee  ! 
Verily  I  have  been  one  of  the  unjust.     Wherefore  we  heard  him,  and 
delivered  him  from  affliction  :^  for  so  do  we  deliver  the  true  believers. 
And  remember  Zacharias,  when  lie  called  upon  his  Lord,  saytJijZy  O 
Lord,  leave  me  not  childless  :  yet  thou  art  the  best  lieir.     Whereiore 
wc  heaid  him^  and  we  gave  him  John ;  and  we  rendered  his  wife  fit 
for  bcaru'ij:^  a  child  unto  him.     I'hese  strove  to  excel  in  good  works, 
and  called  upon  us  with  love,  and  with  fear  ;  and  humbled  themselves 
before  us.     And  remember  her  who  preserved  her  virginity,'  and  into 
whom  we  breathed  of  our  spirit ;  ordaining  her  and  her  son  for  a 
sign  unto  all  creatures.     Verily  this  your   religion  is  one  religion  ;^ 
and    I    am    }Our   Lord  ;  wherefore  serve  me.      But   the  Jeii's  and 
Christians  have  made  schisms  in  the  affair  of  their  religion  among 
themselves  :  but  all  of  them  shall  appear  before  us.     Whosoever  shall 
do  good  works,  being  a  true  believer,  thwe  shall  be  no  denial  of  the 
reward  due  to  his  endeavours  ;  and  we  will  surely  write  it  down  unto 
him.     An  inviolable  prohibition  is  laid  on   every  city  which  we  shall 
have   destroyed ;    for  that  they  shall   not  return  any  more  into  the 

bearing  him  twcjity-six  sons  :  aisd  that  Job,  to  satisfy  his  oath,  was  directed  by  God  to  strike 
her  one  b'ow  wiln  a  palm-branch  having  a  hundred  leaves.'  Some,  to  express  the  great 
riches  which  were  bestowed  on  Job  after  his  sufferings,  say  he  had  two  threshing-floors,  one 
for  wheat,  and  the  other  for  barley,  and  that  God  sent  two  clouds  which  rained  gold  on  the 
one,  and  silver  on  the  other,  till  they  ran  over.-  The  traditions  differ  as  to  the  continu.ince 
of  Job's  calamities  ;  one  will  have  it  to  be  eighteen  years,  another  thirteen,  another  three, 
and  another  exactly  seven  years  seven  mouths  and  seven  hours. 

'  See  chapter  19,  p.  23o._ 

^  Who  this  prophet  was  is  very  uncertain.  One  commentator  will  liave  him  to  be  Elias,  cr 
Joshua,  or  Zacharias  ?  another  supposes  him  to  have  been  the  son  of  Job,  and  to  have  d\M:ll 
in  Syria  ;  to  v.hich  some  add,  that  he  was  first  a  very  wicked  man,  but  afterwards  repenting, 
died  ;  upoi'  which  these  words  appeared  miraculously  written  over  his  door,  Noiv  hath  God 
[■'•e>i  I'urcijnl  unto  Dhu'lkell  :*  and  a  third  tells  us  he  was  a  person  of  great  strictness  of  life, 
and  ine  who  used  to  decide  causes  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties,  because  he  was  never  iu 
a  passion  ;  and  that  he  was  called  Dhu'lkefl  from  his  continual  fasting,  and  other  religious 
c.'cercis<:.=.^ 

•  Thii  is  the  surname  of  Jonas  ;  which  was  given  him  because  he  was  yMullowed  by  tin 
;:sh.     See  chapter  10,  p.  157. 

'  Some  suppose  Jonas's  anger  was  against  the  Nineviles,  being  tired  with  preaching  to 
them  for  so  long  a  time,  and  greatly  disgusted  at  their  obstinacy  and  ill  usage  of  him  ;  but 
others,  more  agreeably  to  scripture,  say  the  reason  of  his  ill  humour  was  Gou's  pardonin,-  i( 
ihat  people  on  their  repentance,  and  averting  the  judgment  which  Jonas  had  threatened  thcin 
with,  bO  that  hc-lliouglii  he  had  been  made  a  liar." 

K  i.e..  Out  of  the  belly  of  the  fish. 

1'   See  chapter  37 

>  Namely,  the  Virgin  Mary 

J  Being  the  same  which  was  professed  by  a:l  the  prophets,  and  holy  men  and  wcmrn, 
without  any  fundamental  difference  or  variation. 

1  Al   Beidawi,    Jailalo'ddln,  .^bu'ifcda,    &c.     See  D'llcrbel.    Vn\A.    Orient.   Art.    Ai«,ub 
Jallalo'Juin,  <•  Al  Heidawi.  «  Abu'lf.  »  Jallalo'UdiiL  »'  Al  Deidftvi 
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world  J  until  Gog  and  Magog  shall  have  a  passage  opened  for  them,* 
and  they  shall  hdsten  from  every  high  hill  ; '  and  the  certain  promise 
shall  draw  near  to  be  fulfilled :  and  behold,  the  eyes  of  the  infidels 
shall  be  fixed  iv/l/i  astoiiisJmient^  and  they  shall  say,  Alas  for  us  !  we 
were  formerly  regardless  of  this  day  j   yea,  we  were  wicked  doers. 
Verily  both  ye,   O  men  of  Mecca,  and  the  idols  which  ye  worship 
besides  GoD,  i-//<7//(^^  cast  as  fuel  into  hell  fire:  ye  shall  go  down 
into  the  same.     If  these  were  really  gods,  they  would  not  go  down 
into  the  same  ;   and  all  of  them  shall  remain  therein  for  ever.     In 
that  place  shall  they  groan  for  anguish ;  and  they  shall  not  hear 
oiti^ht  therein."^     As  for  those  unto  whom  the  most  excellent  reiuard 
of  paradise  hath  been  predestinated  by  us,  they  shall  be  transported 
far  off  from  the  same  ;°  they  shall  not  hear  the  least  sound  thereof: 
and  they  shall  continue  for  ever  in   the  felicity    which  their  souls 
desire.    The  greatest  terror  shall  not  trouble  them  ;  and  the  angels 
shall  meet  them  to  congj-atulate  them,  saying.  This  is  your  day  which 
ye  were  promised.     On  that  day  we  will  roll  up  the  heavens,  as  tiic 
angel  al  Sijil°  rolleth  up  the  book  wherein  every  nian^s  actions  are 
recorded.     As  we  made  the  tirst  creature  out  of  nothing,  so  we  will 
also  reproduce  it  at  the  resurrection.     This  is  a  promise  which  it  lieih 
on  us  to  fulfil :  we  will  surelv  perform  //.     And  now  have  we  written 
in  the  psalms,  after  the  promulgation  of  the  law,  that  my  servants 
the  righteous  shall  inherit  the  earth.P     Verily  in  this  booh  are  contaijted 
suflicient  means  of  salvation,  unto  people  who  serve  God.     We  have 
not  sent  thee,  O  MoJiammed,  but  as  a  mercy  unto  all  creatures.     Say 
No  other  hath  been  revealed  unto  me,  than  that  your  GOD  is  one 
God  :   will  ye  therefore  be  resigned  -unto  hiin?   "But  if  they  turn 
their  backs  to  the  confession  of  God^s  tmity,  say,  I   proclaim   war 
against  you  ^//equally  :'i  but  I  know  not  whether  that  which  ye  are 
threatened  v/ith'"  be  nigh,  or  whether  it  be  far  distant.     Verily,  God 
knoweth    the   discourse   which    is    spoken  in  public ;    and   he    also 
knoweth  that  which  ye  hold  in  private.     I  know  not  but  peradventure 
the  respite  granted  you  is  for  a  trial  of  you  ;  and  that  he  may  enjoy 

k  i.e..  Until  the  resurrection;  one  sign  of  the  approach  whereof  will  be  the  eruption  of 
these  barbarians.! 

'  In  this  pas«age_  some  copies,  instead  of  hadahin,  i.e.,  an  elevated  part  of  tJie  eayth,\\OL\^ 
jadatliin,  which  signifies  a  grave;  and  if  we  follow  the  latter  reading,  the  pronoun  they 
must  not  refer  to  Gog  and  Magog,  but  to  mankind  in  general. 

■«  Because  of  tlieir  astonishment  and  the  insupportable  torments  they  shall  endure  ;  or,  a? 
others  expound  the  words,  They  shall  not  Jiear  therein  anything  which  may  give  them  the 
Itast  comfort. 

»  One  Ebn  al  Zabari  objected  to  the  preceding  words,  Both  ye  and  that  which  ye  worship 
lesidcs  God,  shall  be  cast  inio^  hell,  because,  bemg  general,  they  asserted  an  absolute  false- 
iiood  ;  some  of  the  objects  of  idolatrous  worship  being  so  far  from  any  danger  of  danuiation, 
that  they  were  in  the  highest  favour  with  God,  as  Jesus,  Ezra,  and  the  angels  :  wherefore 
this  passage  was  revealed,  excepting  those  who  were  predestined  to  salvation.^ 

•  Whose  office  it  is  to  write  down  the  actions  of  every  man's  life,  which,  at  his  death,  ho 
rr)lls  up,  as  completed.  Some  pretend  one  of  Mohammed's  scribes  is  here  meant  :  and  others 
take  ihe  word  Sijil,  or,  as  it  is  also  written,  Sijjill,  for  an  appellative,  signifying  a  book  oi 
written  scroll ;  and  accordingly  render  the  passage,  as  a  written  scroll  is  rolled  up? 

P  These  words  are  taken  from  Psalm  xxxvii.  v.  29. 

'  Or,  I  have  publicly  declared  nnio  yo2i  what  I  was  commanded. 

'  viz..  The  losses  and  disgraces  whicl?  ye  shall  suffer  by  the  future  successes  of  th.f 
Moslems  ;  or,  tl.e  day  of  judgment. 

'  See  tlic  riclim.  Di:,c.  Sect.  IV.  p.  63.  2  Al  Dciduwi,  Jallalo'ddia  »  lidem,  &c 
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the  prosperity  of  this  world  for  a  time.  Say,  Lord,  judge  between 
me  and  my  adversaries  with  truth.  Our  LoRD  is  the  Merciful  ; 
whose  assistance  is  to  be  implored  against  the  blasphemies  and 
calumnies  which  ye  utter. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

ENTITLED,  THE  PILGRIMAGE;'  REVEALED  AT  MECCA.* 

IN    THE    NAME   OF    THE   MOST   IMEKCirVL   GOD. 

OMen  of  Mecca,  fear  your  Lord.  Verfiy  the  shock  of  the  last 
hour°  will  be  a  terrible  thing.  On  the  day  whereon  ye  shall 
see  it,  every  woman  who  giveth  suck  shall  forget  the  infant  which  she 
suckleth,*  and  ^\  try  female  that  is  with  young  shall  cast  her  burthen  ; 
and  thou  shalt  see  men  seemingly  drunk,  yet  they  shall  not  be  really 
drunk  :  but  the  punishment  of  God  will  be  severe.  There  is  a  man 
who  disputeth  concerning  GOD  without  knowledge,7  and  followeth 
every  rebellious  devil :  against  whom  it  is  written,  that  whoever 
shall  take  him  for  his  patron,  he  shall  surely  seduce  him,  and  shall 
lead  him  into  the  torment  of  hell.  O  men,  if  ye  be  in  doubt  con- 
cerning the  resurrection,  consider  that  wefrst  created  you  of  the  dust 
of  the  ground  ;  afterwards,  of  seed  ;  afterwards,  of  a  little  coagulated 
blood  ;^  afterwards,  of  a  piece  of  flesh,  perfectly  formed  in  part,  and 
in  part  imperfectly  formed  ;  that  we  might  make  our  power  nxAm^Qsi 
unto  you  :  and  we  cause  that  which  we  please  to  rest  in  the  wombs, 
until  the  appointed  time  of  delivery.  Then  we  bring  you  forth 
infants  ;  and  afterwards  lue  permit  you  to  attain  your  age  of  full 
strength  :  and  one  of  you  dieth  in  his  youth,  and  another  of  you  is 
postponed  to  a  decrepit  age,  so  that  he  forgetteth  whatever  he  knew. 
Thou  seest  the  earth  sometinies  dried  up  and  barren  :  but  when  v.e 
send  down  rain  thereon,  it  is  put  in  motion,  and  swelJeth,  and  pro- 
duceth  every  kind  of  luxuriant  vegetables.  This  showeth  that  GOD  is 
the  truth,  and  that  he  raiseth  the  dead  to  life,  and  that  he  is  almighty  ; 
and  that  the  \\o\\x  of  judgment  will  surely  come  (there  is  no  doubt 

•  Some  ceremonies  used  at  the  pilgrimage  of  J\Iecc.i  being  mentioned  in  thi<;  chapter,  gave 
occasion  to  the  inscription. 

•  Some '  except  two  verses,  beginning  at  these  words,  Tliere  are  some  men  wJio  set-fe  Goiv 
in  a  ivaverhig  inanncr,  Sac.  And  otliers  '  six  verses,  beginning  at,  These  are  tivo  opf'^^^iu 
piirties,  S<.c. 

•  Or,  the  earthquake  which,  some  say,  is  to  happen  a  little  before  the  sun  rises  from  ihf 
west ;  one  sign  of  the  near  approach  of  the  day  of  judgment.^ 

«  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  64. 

7  This  passage  was  revealed  on  account  of  al  Nodar  Ebn  al  Hareth,  who  nuiintaincd  ih.if 
ihc  ang.^ls  were  the  daughters  of  God,  th.it  the  KorAn  was  a  fardel  of  old  fables,  and  deaied 
the  resurrection.* 

•  See  chapter  96. 


Jallalo'ddiu. 


3  Al  Beid&wi. 


8  See  the  Frclim. 
«  AJ  KeidAwi. 


Disc.   Sect.  IV.   p.  61.  &C 


CMA?.  XXII.  AL   KORAN.  25T 

thereof),  and  that  God  will  raise  again  those  who  are  in  the  graves. 
There  is  a  man  who  disputeth  concerning  GOD  without  either  know 
ledge,  or  a  direction,  or  an  enlightening  book  ;'  proudly  turning  his 
side,  that  he  may  seduce  7ne?i  from  the  way  of  GoD.  Ignominy  shall 
attend  him  in  this  world ;  and  on  the  day  of  resurrection  we  will 
make  him  take  the  torment  of  burning,  when  it  shall  be  said  tmto 
him^  This  thou  sufferest  because  of  that  which  thy  hands  have  for- 
merly committed  ;  for  GOD  is  not  unjust  towards  mankind.  There 
are  some  men  who  serve  GOD  i7t  a  wavering  7?ianner,  standing,  as 
it  were,  on  the  verge''  0/  the  true  religio?t.  If  good  befall  otte  of  them, 
he  resteth  satisfied  therein  ;  but  if  any  tribulation  befall  him,  he 
turneth  himself  round,  with  the  loss  both  of  this  world,  and  of  the  life 
to  come.  This  is  manifest  perdition.  He  will  call  upon  that  besides 
God,  which  can  neither  hurt  him,  or  profit  him.  This  is  an  error 
remote  fro?n  t?'uth.  He  will  invoke  him  who  will  sooner  be  of  hurt 
to  his  worshipper  than  of  advantage.  Such  is  surely  a  miserable 
patron,  and  a  miserable  companion.  But  GOD  will  introduce  those 
who  shall  believe,  and  do  righteous  works,  into  gardens  through 
which  rivers  flow  ;  for  GOD  doth  that  which  he  pleaseth.  Whoso 
thinketh  that  GOD  will  not  assist  his  apostle  in  this  worlc^^and  in  the 
world  to  come,  let  him  strain  a  rope  towards  heaven,  then  let  him  put 
an  end  to  his  life,  and  see  whether  his  devices  can  render  that  in- 
effectual, for  which  he  was  angry. <^  Thus  do  we  send  down  the 
Koran,  being  evident  signs ;  for  GOD  directeth  whom  he  pleaseth. 
As  to  the  true  believers,  and  those  who  Judaize,  and  the  Sabians,  and 
the  Christians,  and  the  Magians,  and  the  idolaters  ;  verily  GOD  shall 
judge  between  them  on  the  day  of  resurrection  ;  for  God  is  witness 
of  all  things.  Dost  thou  not  perceive  that  all  creatures  both  in 
heaven  and  on  earti  adore  GOD;^  and  the  sun,  and  the  moon, 
and  the  stars,  and  the  mountains,  and  the  trees,  and  the 
beasts,  and  many  men  ?  But  many  are  worthy  of  chastisement  :  and 
whomsoever  GOD  shall  render  despicable,  there  shall  be  none  to 
honour  ;    for  GOD   doth   that  which   he    pleaseth.     These   are   two 

'  The  person  here  meant,  it  is  said,  was  Abu  Ja'nl,'  a  principal  man  among  the  Korelsh. 
and  a  most  inveterate  enemy  of  Mohammed  and  his  religion.  His  true  name  was  Amru  Ebn 
Hesham,  of  the  family  of  Makhzvim  ;  and  he  was  surnamed  Abu'lhocm,  i.e.,  the  father  oj 
wisdom,  which  was  afterwards  changed  into  Abu  JaJil,  or  the/ather  of  folly.  He  was  slain 
in  the  battle  of  Bedr.' 

k  This  expression  alludes  to  one  who  being  posted  in  the  skirts  of  an  army,  if  he  sees  the 
victory  inclining  to  his  own  side,  stands  his  ground,  but  if  the  enemy  is  likely  to  prevail, 
takes  to  his  heels. 

The  passage,  they  say,  was  revealed  on  account  of  certain  Arabs  of  the  desert,  who  came 
to  Medina,  and  having  professed  Mohammedism,  were  well  enough  pleased  with  it  so  long 
as  their  attairs  prospered,  but  if  they  met  with  any  adversity,  were  sure  to  lay  the  blame  on 
their  new  religion.  A  tradition  of  Aba  Said  mentions  another  accident  as  the  occasion  of 
this  passage,  viz.,  that  a  certain  Jew  embraced  Isl&m,  but  afterwards  taking  a  dislike  to  it,  on 
account  of  some_  misfortunes  which  had  befallen  him,  went  to  Mohammed,  and  desired  he 
might  renounce  it,  and  be  freed  from  the  obligations  of  it :  but  the  prophet  told  kim  that  no 
such  thing  was  allowed  in  his  religion. ^ 

_«  Or,  Let  him  tie  a  rope  to  the  roof  of  his  house,  and  hang  himself;  that  is,  let  him  carry 
his  anger  and  resentment  to  ever  so  great  a  height,  even  to  be  driven  to  the  most  desperate 
extremities,  and  see  whether  with  all  his  endeavours  he  will  be  able  to  intercept  t!ie  divine 
assistance.  * 

"  Confessing  his  power,  and  obeying  his  supreme  counnand. 

>  Jallalo'ddin.  ^  See  chanter  8,  p.  xxi  '  A!  Peidfiwi.  *  Idem. 
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opposite  parties;  who  dispute  concerning  their  LORD.®  And  they 
who  believe  not,  shall  have  garments  of  fire  fitted  unto  them  :  boiling 
water  shall  be  poured  on  their  heads  ;  their  bowels  shall  be  dissolved 
thereby,  and  also  their  skins  ;  and  they  shall  be  beate7i  with  maces  of 
iron.  So  often  as  they  shall  endeavour  to  get  out  of  hell^  because  of 
the  anguish  of  their  torments^  they  shall  be  dragged  back  into  the  same; 
and  iheit'  tor?7teittors  shall  say  ^into  fhejn,  Taste  ye  the  pain  of  burn- 
ing. God  will  introduce  those  who  shall  believe,  and  act  righteously, 
into  gardens  through  which  rivers  flow  :  they  shall  be  adorned 
therein  with  bracelets  of  gold,  and  pearls  ;  and  their  vestures  therein 
shall  be  silk.  They  are  directed  unto  a  good  saying;*  and  are 
directed  into  the  honourable  way.  But  they  who  shall  disbelieve,  and 
obstruct  the  way  of  God,  and  hinder  men  fro7n  visiting  the  holy 
temple  of  Mecca,  which  we  have  appointed  for  a  place  of  ivorshij) 
unto  all  n\en  :  the  inhabitant  thereof,  and  the  stranger  have  an  equal 
right  to  visit  it:  and  whosoever  shall  seek  impiously  to  profane  it, 
we  will  cause  him  to  taste  a  grievous  torment.  Call  to  mind  when  we 
gave  the  site  of  the  house  of  tlie  Caaba  for  an  abode  unto  Abraham,? 
sayijig,  Do  not  associate  anything  with  me  ;  and  cleanse  my  house 
for  those  who  compass  it,  and  who  stand  up,  and  who  bow  down  to 
worship.  And  proclaim  unto  the  people  a  solemn  pilgrimage;^'  let 
them  come  unto  thee  on  foot,  and  on  every  lean  camel,  arriving  from 
every  distant  road  ;  that  they  may  be  witnesses  of  the  advantages 
ivhich  accrue  to  them  from  the  visiti/ig  this  holy  place}  and  ma)' 
commemorate  the  name  of  GOD  on  the  appointed  days,J  in  gratitude 
for  the  brute  cattle  which  he  hath  bestowed  on  them.  Wherefore  eat 
thereof,  and  feed  the  needy,  a7id  the  poor.  Afterwards  let  them  put 
an  end  to  the  neglect  of  their  persons  \^  and  let  them  pay  their  vows,^ 

•  viz..  The  true  believers,  and  the  infidels.  The  passage  is  said  to  have  been  revealed  on 
occasion  of  a  dispute  between  the  Jews  and  the  Mohammedans ;  the  former  insistincj  thra 
they  were  in  greater  favour  with  God,  their  prophet  and  revelations  being  prior  to  those  rt 
the  latter  ;  and  these  replying,  that  they  were  more  in  God's  favour,  for  that  they  believed 
not  only  in  Mos»s  but  also  in  Mohammed,  and  in  all  the  scriptures  with.out  exception  ; 
whereas'  the  Jews  rejected  Mohammed,  though  they  knew  him  to  be  a  prophet,  out  of  envy. ' 

f  riz..  The  profession  of  God's  unity  ;  or  these  words,  which  they  shall  use  at  their  entrar:L= 
into  paradise.  Praise  he  iinio  God,  ivho  hath  fulfilled  his  promise  iinto  its.'^ 

8  i.e..  For  a  place  of  religious  worship  ;  showing  him  the  spot  where  it  had  stood,  and  also 
the  model  of  the  old  building,  which  had  been  taken  up  to  heaven  at  the  flood. ^ 

''  It  is  related  that  Abraham,  in  obedience  to  this  command,  went  up  to  Mount  Aim  IcoV.c'.s, 
near  Mecca,  and  cried  from  xh&ncQ,  O  men, />c>forfn  the  pil^^imni^e  to  the  house  0/ your 
I.OKD  ;  and  that  God  caused  those  who  were  then  in  the  loins  of  their  fathers,  and  ihewomb*' 
0*"  their  mothers,  from  east  to  west,  and  who,  he  knew  licforehand,  would  perform  the  pil- 
gnmage,  to  hear  his  voice.  Some  say,  however,  that  these  wordsAvere  directed  to  Mo- 
hammed, commanding  him  to  proclaim  the  pilgrimage  of  valediction:*  aciording  to  wh:ch 
exposition  the  passage  must  have  been  revealed  at  Medina. 

'  viz..  The  temporal  advantage  made  by  the  great  trade  driven  at  Mecca  during  the  pi 
[primage,  and  the  spiritual  advantage  of  having  performed  so  meritorious  a  work. 

j  Namely,  The  ten  first  days  of  Dhu'lhajja  ;  or  the  tenth  day  of  the  same  month,  on  which 
liiey  slay  the  sacrificex,  and  the  three  following  days.* 

^  IJy  shaving  their  heads,  and  other  parts  of  their  bodies,  and  cutting  their  beards  and 
iiaiis  in  the  valley  of  Mina  ;  which  the  pilgrims  are  not  allowed  to  do  from  the  time  thsy 
oecome  Mohrims,  and  have  solemnly  dedicated  themselves  to  the  perform.mce  of  the  pil- 
grimage, till  they  have  finished  the  ceremonies,  and  slain  their  victims.^ 

'  By  doing  the  good  works  which  they  have  vowed  to  do  in  their  pilgrimage,  Scrr.t 
understand  the  v/ords  only  of  the  performance  of  the  requisite  ceremonies. 

'  Idem.        2  iJern.  3  See  the  Prelim.  Disc,  Sect.  IV.  «  Al  Kcidfiwi.         «  Ider. 

J.ailalo'ddin.  ^  lidem.     See  chapter  s,  p   14,  chapters,  p.  85,  and  13cbr;v.  d<5  Peret." 

MwTcana,  p   t?,  &:;. 
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and  compciss  the  ancient  house.'^  This  hi  ilicm  do.  And  whoever 
shall  regard  the  sacred  ordinances  of  GoD;"*  this  will  be  better  for 
him  in  the  sight  of  his  LORD.  All  sorts  of  cattle  are  allowed  you  to 
cat,  except  what  hath  been  read  unto  you,  hi  former  passai^es  of  the 
Koran,  to  be  forbidden.  But  depart  from  the  abomination  of  idols, 
and  avoid  speaking  that  which  is  false  :°  being  orthodox  in  respect  to 
God,  associating  110  other  god  with,  him  ;  for  whoever  associateth  any 
other  with  GOD,  is  like  that  which  falleth  from  heaven,  and  ^  hich 
ilie  birds  snatch  away,  or  the  wind  bloweth  to  a  far  distant  place.  P 
This  is  so.  And  whoso  maketh  valuable  offerings  unto  GODji 
verily  'C^^^y  proceed  from  the  piety  of  mcii^s  hearts.  Ye  receive  various 
advantages  from  the  cattle  desig?ied  for  sacrifces,  until  a  determined 
time  for  slaying  them  ;  then  the  place  of  sacrificing  them  is  at  the 
ancient  house.  Unto  the  possessors  of  every  religion'^  have  we  ap- 
pointed certain  rites,  that  they  may  commemorate  the  name  of  God 
on  slaying  the  brute  cattle  which  he  hath  provided  for  them.  Your 
(lOD  is  one  GoD  :  wherefore  resign  yourselves  wholly  unto  him. 
And  do  thou  bear  good  tidings  unto  those  who  humble  themselves  ; 
whose  hearts,  when  mention  is  made  of  GOD,  are  struck  with  fear ; 
and  inito  those  who  patiently  endure  that  which  befalleth  them  ;  and 
who  duly  perform  their  prayers,  and  give  alms  out  of  what  we  have 
bestowed  on  them  The  camels  ^lainfor  sacrifice  have  we  appoinled 
for  you  as  symbols  of  your  obedience  unto  GOD  :  ye  also  receiv^e  other 
advantages  from  them.  Wherefore  commemorate  the  name  of  GOD 
over  them,  ivhenye  slay  them,  standing  on  their  feet  disposed  in  right 
order  ;^  and  when  they  are  fallen  down  dead,  eat  of  them  ;  and  give 
to  eat  thereof  both  unto  him  who  is  content  with  what  is  given  htjn, 
without  asking,  and  unto  him  who  asketh.*    Thus  have  we  given  you 

■'  :>.,  The  Caabn ;  v.hich  the  Mohammedans  pretend  was  the  first  edifice  btiilt  and 
appniiited  for  ib.e  worship  of  God.'  The  going  round  this  chapel  is  a  principal  r.eremony  of 
the  pilgrimage,  o.nd  is  often  repeated  ;  but  the  last  time  of  their  doing  it,  when  they  take 
their  farewell  of  the  temple,  seems  to  be  more  particularly  meant  in  this  place. 

»  Hy  observing  what  lie  has  comnianded,  and  avoiding  what  he  has  forbidden  ;  oi,  j-  tnt 
words  al.so  signify.  Whoever  shall  /lonoiir  ivliat  Govi  hath  5rt;;c/{)f^^,  or  commanded  not  to 
be  profaned  ;  as  t!ie  temple  and  territory  of  Mecca,  and  the  sacred  months,  &c. 

"  Either  by  asserting  wrong  and  impious  things  of  the  Deity ;  or  by  bearing  false  witness 
against  yoi'.r  neighbours. 

p  Ikcause  he  \\\\o  falls  into  idolatry,  .sinketh  from  the  height  of  faith  into  the  rlepth  of 
ijifidelity,  has  his  thoughts  distracted  by  wicked  lusts,  and  is  hurried  by  the  devil  into  the 
m.ost  absurd  errors.'-' 

<J  I'y  choosing  a  well-favoured  and  costly  victim,  in  honour  of  him  to  whom  it  is  r'.estineci. 
They  say  Moliammed  once  offered  a  hundred  fat  camels,  and  among  them  one  whicii  had 
belonged  to  Abu  Jahl,  having  in  his  nose  a  ring  of  gold  :  and  that  Omar  offered  a  .loble 
camel,  for  which  he  had  been  bid  three  hundred  dinars.^ 

The  original  may  also  be  translated  generally,  IVhosoregardeth  the  rites  of  the  pilgrimage. 
Sec.     Vjui  the  inctims  seem  to  be  more  particularly  intended  in  this  place. 

»  Jallalo'ddm  understands  this  passage  in  a  restrained  sense,  of  the  former  nations  wko 
were  true  believers  ;  to  whom  God  appointed  a  sacrifice,  and  a  fixed  place  and  proper  cere- 
monies for  the  offering  of  it. 

•  T.hat  is,  as  some  e.vpound  the  \yord,  standing  on  three  feet,  having  one  of  their  fore  feet 
lied  up,  which  is  the  manner  of  tying  camels  to  prevent  their  moving  from  the  place.  Some 
copies  instead  of  sa^voffa  read  sawd.ffena,  from  the  v;rb  safajia,  which  properly  signifies  the 
posture  of  a  horse,  when  he  stands  on  three  feet,  the  edge  of  the  fourth  only  touching  the 
ground. 

'  Or,  as  the  words  may  also  be  rendered,  Ujito  hijn  who  asketh  in  a  modesi  ana  fticnibit 
maimer,  aitd  unto  him  who  wantcih  but  dareih  not  ask. 

See  Chapter  3.  p.  42,  and  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  J  Al  Beidawi.  3  Idem, 
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dominion  over  them,  that  ye  might  return  us  thanks.  Their  flesh  is 
not  accepted  of  God,  neither  their  blood  ;  but  your  piety  is  accepted 
of  him.  Thus  have  we  given  you  dominion  over  them,  that  ye  miglit 
magnify  God,  for  the  revelatiojis  whereby  he  hath  directed  you.  And 
bear  good  tidings  unto  the  righteous,  that  GOD  will  repel  the  ill 
designs  of  the  iiifidels  from  the  true  believers ;  for  GOD  loveth  not 
every  perfidious  unbeliever.  Permission  is  granted  unto  those  who 
take  arms  against  the  imbelievers,  for  that  they  have  been  unjustly 
persecuted  by  them ;  (and  GOD  is  certainly  able  to  assist  them  :)  who 
have  been  turned  out  of  their  habitations  injuriously,  a?tdfor  no  other 
reason  than  because  they  say.  Our  LORD  is  GOD."  And  if  GoD  did 
not  repel  the  violence  of  some  men  by  others,  verily  monasteries,  and 
churches,  and  synagogues,  and  the  temples  of  the  Moslems^  wherein 
the  name  of  GOD  is  frequently  commemorated,  would  be  utterly  de- 
molished.* And  God  will  certainly  assist  him  who  shall  be  on  his 
side  :  for  GOD  is  strong  a7id  mighty.  AjuI  he  will  assist  those  who,  if 
we  establish  them  in  the  earth,  will  observe  prayer,  and  give  alms, 
and  command  that  which  is  just,  and  forbid  that  which  is  unjust. 
And  unto  GoD  shall  be  the  end  of  all  things.  If  they  accuse  thee,  0 
Mohammed,  of  imposture;  consider  that,  before  them,  the  people  of 
Noah,  and  the  tribes  (?/"Ad  and  Thamud,  and  the  people  of  Abraham, 
and  the  people  of  Lot,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Madian,  accused  their 
prophets  of  imposture  :  and  Moses  was  also  charged  with  falsehood 
And  I  granted  a  long  respite  unto  the  unbelievers  :  bitt  afterwards  I 
chastised  them  ;  and  how  different  was  the  change  1  made  in  their 
co7iditio7i  !  How  many  cities  have  we  destroyed,  which  were  ungodly, 
and  which  are  now  fallen  to  ruin  on  their  roofs  ?  And  how  many 
wells  have  been  abandoned,y  and  lofty  castles  ?  Do  they  not  there- 
fore journey  through  the  land  ?  And  have  they  not  hearts  to  under- 
stand with,  or  ears  to  hear  with  ?  Surely  as  to  these  things  their  eyes 
are  not  blind,  but  the  hearts  are  blind  which  are  in  their  breasts. 
They  will  urge  thee  to  hasten  the  threatened  punishment ;  but  GOD 
will  not  fail  to  perform  what  he  hath  threatened  :  and  verily  one  day 
with  thy  Lord  is  as  a  thousand  years,  of  those  which  ye  compute." 
Unto  h-ow  many  cities  have  I  granted  respite,  though  they  were 
wicked  ?  Yet  afterwards  I  chastised  them  :  and  unto  me  shall  they 
come  to  be  judged,  at  the  last  day.     Say,  O  men,  verily  I  am  only  a 

»  This  was  the  first  passage  of  the  Korln  which  allowed  Mohammed  and  his  followers  to 
defend  themselves  agamst  their  enemies  by  force,  and  was  revealed  a  little  before  the  fliijlit  to 
Medina  ;  till  which  time  the  prophet  had  e.vhorted  his  Moslems  to  suffer  the  injuries  offered 
them  with  patience,  which  is  also  commanded  in  above  seventy  different  places  of  the 
Koran.' 

»  That  is,  The  pi.j/ic  exercise  of  any  religion,  whether  true  or  false,  is  supported  only  I'V 
force  ;  and  therefore,  as  Mohammed  would  argue,  the  true  religion  must  be  established  Ly 
the  same  means. 

y  That  is.  How  many  spots  in  the  deserts,  which  were  formerly  inhabited,  are  now  aban- 
doned ?  a  neglected  well  being  the  proper  sign  of  such  a  deserted  dwelling  in  those  parts,  as 
ruins  are  of  a  demolished  town. 

Some  imagine  that  this  passage  intends  more  particularly  a  well  at  the  foot  of  a  certain  hilJ 
in  the  province  of  Hadramaut,  and  a  castle  built  on  the  top  of  the  same  hill,  both  belonjrin^ 
to  the  people  of  Handha  Ebn  Safwan,  a  remnant  of  the  Thamudites,  who  having  killed  theu 
prophet,  were  utterly  destroyed  by  God,  and  their  dwelling  abandoned.' 

»  See  3  Pet.  iii.  8. 


'  A!  liiidiwi,  ♦Vc     Vide  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect    11.  p.  .^8,  &>:. 
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public  preacher  anto  you.  And  they  who  believe,  and  do  good  works, 
shall  obtain  forgiveness  and  an  honourable  provision.  But  those 
who  endeavour  to  make  our  signs  of  none  effect,  shall  be  the  in- 
habitants of  hell.  We  have  sent  no  apostle,  or  prophet,  before  thee, 
but,  when  he  read,  Satan  suggested  some  error  in  his  residing.*  But 
God  shall  make  void  that  which  Satan  hath  suggested  :  then  shall 
God  confirm  his  signs  ;  for  GOD  is  knowing  and  wise.  But  this  he 
permitteth,  that  he  may  make  that  which  Satan  hath  suggested,  a 
temptation  unto  those  in  whose  hearts  there  is  an  infirmity,  and 
whose  hearts  are  hardened  :  (for  the  ungodly  are  certainly  in  a  wide 
disagreement  from  the  truth :)  and  that  they  on  whom  knowledge 
hath  been  bestowed,  may  know  that  this  book  is  the  truth  from  thy 
Lord,  and  may  believe  therein  ;  and  that  their  hearts  Hiay  acquiesce 
in  the  same  :  for  GOD  is  surely  the  director  of  those  who  believe,  into 
the  right  way.  But  the  infidels  will  not  cease  to  doubt  concerning  it, 
until  the  hour  of  judgment  cometh  suddenly  upon  them  ;  or  until  the 
punishment  of  a  grievous  day^  overtake  them.  On  that  day  the 
kingdom  shall  be  God's  :  he  shall  judge  between  them.  And  they 
who  shall  have  believed,  and  shall  have  wrought  righteousness,  shall 
be  in  gardens  of  pleasure  :  but  they  who  shall  have  disbelieved,  and 
shall  have  charged  our  signs  with  falsehood,  those  shall  suffer  a 
shameful  punishment.  And  as  to  those  who  shall  have  fled  their 
country  for  the  sake  of  God's  true  religion,  and  afterwards  shall  have 
been  slain,  or  shall  have  died  ;  on  them  will  GOD  bestow  an  excellent 
provision  ;  and  GOD  is  the  best  provider.  He  will  surely  introduce 
them  with  an  introduction  with  which  they  shall  be  well-pleased  :  for 
God  is  knowing  and  gracious.  This  is  so.  Whoever  shall  take  a 
vengeance  equal  to  the  injury  which  hath  been  done  him,<^  and  shall 
afterwards  be  unjustly  treated  ;  ^  verily  GoD  will  assist  him  :  for  GOD 
is  merciful,  a7id  ready  to  forgive.  This  shall  be  done,  for  that  GOD 
causeth  the  night  to  succeed  the  day,  and  he  causeth  the  day  to 
succeed  the  night ;  and  for  that  GoD  both  heareth  a?id  seeth.  This, 
because  God  is  truth,  and  because  what  they  invoke  besides  him  is 

■  The  occasion  of  the  passage  is  thus  related.  Mohammed  one  day  reading  the  53rd 
chapter  of  the  Koran,  when  he  came  to  this  verse,  What  ihvik  ye  ^Allat,  and  aX  Uzza,  afid 
of  ManSh,  the  oilier  third  goddess  ?  the  devil  put  the  following  words  into  his  mouth,  which 
ne  pronounced  through  inadvertence,  or,  as  some  tell  us,  because  he  was  then  half  asleep,' 
viz..  These  are  the  most  high  and  beauteous  dajusels,  -whose  ititercession  is  to  be  hoped  for. 
The  Koreish,  who  were  sitting  near  Mohammed,  greatly  rejoiced  at  what  they  had  heard, 
and  when  he  had  finished  the  chapter,  joined  with  him  and  his  followers  in  making  their 
adoration  :  but  the_  prophet,  being  acquainted  by  the  angel  Gabriel  with  the  reason  of  their 
compliance,  and  with  what  he  had  uttered,  was  deeply  concerned  at  his  mistake,  till  this 
verse  was  revealed  for  his  consolation.  2 

We  are  told  however  by  Al  Beidawi,  that  the  more  intelligent  and  accurate  persons  reject 
the  aforesaid  story  ;  and  the  verb,  here  translated  read,  signifying  also  to  zvish/or  anything, 
interpret  the  passage  of  the  suggestions  of  the  devil  to  debauch  the  affections  of  those  holy 
oersons,  or  to  employ  their  minds  in  vam  wishes  and  desires. 

i>  Or,  a  day  which  Tiiaketh  childless ;  by  which  some  great  misfortune  in  war  is  expressed  : 
as  the  overthrow  the  infidels  received  at  Bedr.  Some  suppose  the  resurrection  is  here  in- 
tended. 

c  And  shall  not  take  a  more  severe  revenge  than  the  fact  deserves. 

<i  By  the  aggressor's  seeking  to  revenge  himself  agam  of  the  person  injured,  by  offering 
him  some  further  violence. 

The  passage  seems  to  relate  to  the  vengeance  which  the  Moslems  .should  take  of  the  inhdels, 
lor  their  unjust  persecution  of  them. 

'  Yahya  Al  Beidav/i,  Jallalo'ddin,  Yahya,  &c.     See  chapter  t6,  p.  203. 
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vanily ;  and  for  that  GOD  is  the  high,  the  mighty.     Dost  thou  not  see 
that  God  sendeth  down  water  from  heaven,  and  the  earth  becometh 
green  ?  for  God  is  gracious  ajtd  wise.     Unto  him  belongeth  whatso- 
ever is  in  heaven  and  on  earth  :  and  GOD  is  self-sufficient,  worthy  to 
be  praised.     Dost  thou  not  see  that  GOD  hath  subjected  whatever  is 
in  the  earth  to  your  service,  and  also  the  ships  which  sail  in  the  sea, 
by  his  command  ?     And  he  withholdeth  the  heaven  that  it  fall  not  on 
the  earth,  unless  by  his  permission  :*  for  GOD  is  gracious  unto  man- 
kind, and  merciful.     It  is  he  who  hath  given  you  life,  and  will  here- 
after cause  you  to  die ;  afterwards  he  will  again  raise  you  to  life,  at 
the  resurrection :  but  man  is  surely  ungrateful.     Unto  the  professors 
of  every  religion  have  we  appointed  certain  rites,  which  they  observe. 
Let  them  not  therefore  dispute  with  thee  concerning  this  matter  ;  but 
invite  them  unto  thy  Lord  :  for  thou  followest  the  right  direction. 
But  if  they  enter  into  debate  with  thee,  answer,  GOD  well  knoweth 
that  which  ye  do  :  GOD  will  judge  between  you,  on  the  day  of  resur- 
rection, concerning  that  wherein  ye  now  disagree.     Dost  thou  not 
know  that  GOD  knoweth  whatever  is  in  heaven  and  on  earth  ?    Verily 
this  is  written  in  the  book  of  his  decrees  :  this  is  easy  with   GoD. 
They  worship,  besides  GOD,  that  concern'aig  which  he    hath    sent 
down  no  convincing  proof,  and  concerning  which  they  have  no  know- 
ledge :  but  the  unjust  doers  shall  have  none  to  assist  them.     And 
when  our  evident  signs  are  rehearsed  unto  them,  thou  mayest  per- 
ceive, in  the  countenances  of  the  unbelievers,  a  disdain  thereof:  it 
wanteth  little  but  that  they  rush  with  violence  on  those  who  rehearse 
our  signs  unto  them.     Say,  Shall  I  declare  unto  you  a  worse  thing 
than  this .''     The  fire  of  hell,  which  GoD  hath  threatened  unto  those 
who  believe  not,  is  worse;  and  an  unhappy  journey  shall  it  be  thither. 
O  men,  a  parable  is  propounded  nnto  you  j  wherefore  hearken  unto 
it.     Verily  the  idols  which  ye  invoke,  besides  GOD,  can  never  create  a 
single  fly,  although  they  were  all  assembled  for  that  purpose :  and  if 
the  fly  snatch  anything  from  them,  they  cannot  recover  the  same 
from  it*     Weak  is  the  petitioner,  and  the  petitioned.     They  judge 
not  of  God  according  to  his  due  estimation  :  for  GOD  is  powerful  and 
mighty.      God  chooseth  messengers   from  among  the  angels,^  and 
from  among  men  :   for  God    is   he   who   heareth   and  secth.      He 
knoweth  that  which  is  before  them,  and  that  which  is  behind  them  . 
and  unto  GoD  shall  all  things  return.     O   true  believers,  bow  down, 
and    prostrate    yourselves,     and    worship    your    LORD ;    and   work 
righteousness,  that  ye  may  be  happy  :  and  fight  in  defence  of  God's 
true  religion,  as  it  behoveth  you  to  fight  for  the  same.     He  hath 
chosen  you,  and  hath  not  imposed  on  you  any  difficulty  in  the  religion 

•  Which  it  will  do  at  the  last  day. 

'  The  commentators  say,  that  the  Arabs  used  to  anoint  the  images  of  their  gods  with  some 
odoriferous  composition,  and  witli  honey,  which  the  flies  eat,  though  the  doors  of  the 
temple  were  carefully  shut,  getting  in  at  the  windows  or  crevices. 

Perhaps  Mohammed  took  this  argument  from  the  Jews,  who  pretend  that  the  temple  of 
Jerusalem,  and  the  sacrifices  there  offered  to  the  true  God,  were  never  annoyed  by  flies  • ' 
whereas  swarms  of  those  insects  infested  the  heathen  temples,  being  drawn  thither  by  the 
steam  of  the  sacrifices.'^ 

c  Who  are  the  bearers  of  the  divine  revelations  to  the  prophets  ;  but  ought  not  to  be  the 
sbjects  of  worship. 

'  I'irke  .Miotb   c.  s.  Sect.  6,  ;.  '  Vide  Selden,  dc  Diis  Syris,  Synt.  »  *.  &• 
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which  he  hath  given  yoii,  the  religion  of  your  fatlier  Abraham  :  he 
hath  named  you  Moslems  heretofore,  and  in  this  book;  that  02ir 
apostle  may  be  a  witness  against  you  at  the  day  of  jtidgment,  and 
that  ye  may  be  witnesses  against  the  rest  of  mankind.  Wherefore  be 
ye  constant  at  prayer ;  and  give  alms  :  and  adhere  firmly  unto  GOD. 
He  is  your  master ;  and  he  is  the  best  master ;  and  the  best 
protector. 


CHAPTER   XXIII. 

ENTITLED,  THE  TRUE  BELIEVERS  ;  REVEALED  AT  MECCA, 

IN   THE   NAME   OK   THE   MOST    MERCIFUL  GOD. 

(XV  III.)  "f^  OW  are  the  true  believers  happy:  who  humble  them- 
■'■^  selves  in  their  prayer^  and  who  eschew  all  vain  dis- 
course, and  who  are  doers  of  alms-deeds  ;  and  who  keep  themselves 
from  carnal  knowledge  of  any  women  except  their  wives,  or  the  cap- 
tives which  their  right  hands  possess  ;  (for  as  to  them  they  shall  be 
blameless  :  but  whoever  coveteth  any  zuonian  beyond  these,  they  are 
transgressors  :  and  who  acquit  themselves  faithfully  of  their  trust, 
and  justly  perfot  m  their  covenant  ;  and  who  observe  their  appoijitcd 
times  of  prayer  :)  these  shall  be  the  heirs,  who  shall  inherit  paradise  ; 
they  shall  continue  therein  for  ever.  We  formerly  created  man  of  a 
finer  sort  of  clay  ;  afterwards  we  placed  him  in  the  form  of  seed  in  a 
sure  receptacle  :^  afterwards  we  made  the  seed  coagulated  blood  ;  and 
we  formed  the  coagulated  blood  into  a  piece  of  flesh  :  then  we  formed 
the  piece  of  flesh  into  bones  ;  and  we  clothed  those  bones  with  flesh  : 
then  we  produced  the  same  by  another  creation.*  Wherefore  blessed 
be  God,  the  most  excellent  Creator  !J  After  this  shall  ye  die  :  and 
afterwards  shall  ye  be  restored  to  life,  on  the  day  of  resurrection. 
And  we  have  created  over  you  seven  heavens  y-  and  we  are  not  negli- 
gent of  what  we  have  created.  And  we  send  down  rain  from  heaven, 
by  measure  ;  and  we  cause  it  to  remain  on  the  earth  :  we  are  also 
certainly  able  to  deprive  you  of  the  same.  And  we  cause  gardens  of 
palm-trees,  and  vineyards,  to  spring  forth  for  you  by  means  thereof; 
wherein  ye  have  many  fruits,  and  whereof  ye  eat.  And  ive  also  raise 
for  you  a  tree  springing  from  Mount  Sinai  ;^  which  produceth  oil,  and 

»  viz..  The  womb. 

I  i.e..  Producing  a  perfect  man,  composed  of  soul  and  body. 

3  See  chapter  6,  p.  97,  note  <•. 

k  'iJ\X.^x-i\\y ,  seven  paths ;  by  which  the  heavens  are  meant,  because,  according  to  some 
expositors,  they  are  the  paths  of  the  angels  and  of  the  celestial  bodies  :  though  the  original 
word  also  signifies  things  which  are  folded  ox  placed  like  stories  one  above  another,  as  the 
Mohammedans  suppose  the  heavens  to  be. 

1  viz..  The  olive.  The  gardens  near  this  mountain  are  yet  famous  for  the  excellent  fnitt* 
tre«»s  of  alma^t  •jll  sorts  which  grov^  there.' 

'  Vide  Voyage.^  de  Thevenot,  liv.  2,  ch.  q.  " 
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a  sauce  for  those  who  eat.  Ye  have  likewise  an  instruction  in  the 
cattle  :  we  give  you  to  drink  of  the  7mlk  which  is  in  their  bellies,  and 
ye  receive  many  advantages  from  them  ;  and  of  them  do  ye  eat  :  and 
on  them,  and  on  ships,  are  ye  carried.^^  We  sent  Noah  heretofore 
unto  his  people,  and  he  said,  O  my  people,  serve  God  :  ye  have  no 
God  besides  him  ;  will  ye  not  therefore  fear  the  consequence  of  yotir 
worshipphig  other  gods  ?  And  the  chiefs  of  his  people,  who  believed 
not,  said.  This  is  no  other  than  a  man,  as  ye  are  :  he  seeketh  to  raise 
himself  to  a  superiority  over  you.  If  GOD  had  pleased  to  have  sent 
a  niessen^-er  nnto  you,  he  would  surely  have  sent  angels  :  we  have 
not  hear^  this  of  our  forefathers.  Verily  he  is  no  other  than  a  man 
disturbed  with  frenzy  :  wherefore  wait  concerning  him  for  a  time. 
Noah  said,  O  LoRD,  do  thou  protect  me  ;  for  that  they  accuse  me  of 
falsehood.  And  we  revealed  our  orders  unto  him,  saying,  Make  the 
ark  in  our  sight  ;  and  according  to  our  revelation.  And  when  our 
decree  cometh  to  be  executed,  and  the  oven  shall  boil  a7id  pour  forth 
water,  carry  into  it  of  every  species  of  animals  one  pair  ;  and  also  thy 
family,  except  such  of  them  on  whom  a  previous  sentence  of  destruc- 
tion \idX\i  passed:"*  and  speak  not  unto  me  in  behalf  of  those  who 
have  been  unjust ;  for  they  shall  be  drowned.  And  when  thou  and 
they  who  shall  be  with  thee,  shall  go  up  into  the  ark,  say,  Praise  be 
unto  GoD,  who  hath  delivered  us  from  the  ungodly  people  !  And 
say,  O  Lord,  cause  me  to  come  down  froin  this  ark  with  a  blessed 
descent ;  for  thou  art  best  able  to  bring  me  down  from  the  same  with 
safety.  Verily  herein  we7'e  signs  of  our  omnipotence  j  and  we  proved 
mankind  thereby.  Afterwards  we  raised  up  another  generation*^  after 
them ;  and  we  sent  unto  them  an  apostle  from  among  them,P  who 
said.  Worship  GOD  :  ye  have  no  GOD  besides  him  ;  will  ye  not  there- 
fore fear  his  ve7igeance  ?  And  the  chiefs  of  his  people,  who  beheved 
not,  and  who  denied  the  meeting  of  the  life  to  come,  and  on  whom 
we  had  bestowed  affluence  in  this  present  life,  said.  This  is  no  other 
than  a  man,  as  ye  are  ;  he  eateth  of  that  whereof  ye  eat,  and  he 
drinketh  of  that  whereof  ye  drink  .  and  if  ye  obey  a  man  like  unto 
yourselves,  ye  will  surely  be  sufferers.  Doth  he  threaten  you  that 
after  ye  shall  be  dead,  and  shall  become  dust  and  bones,  ye  shall  be 
brought  forth  alive  f'om  your  graves  ?  Away,  away  with  that  ye  are 
threatened  with  !  There  is  no  other  life  besides  our  present  life  :  we 
die,  and  we  live  ;  and  we  shall  not  be  raised  again.  This  is  no  other 
than  a  man,  who  deviseth  a  lie  concerning  GoD  :  but  we  will  not 
believe  him.  Their  apostle  said,  O  Lord,  defend  me  ;  for  that  they 
have  accused  me  of  imposture.  God  answered.  After  a  little  while 
they  shall  surely  repent  their  obstinacy.  Wherefore  a  severe  punish- 
ment was  justly  inflicted  on  them,  and  we  rendered  them  like  the 
refuse  which  is  carried  down  by  a  stream.  Away  therefore  with  the 
ungodly  people  !     Afterwards  we  raised  up  other  generations'*  after 

=>  The  beast  more  particularly  meant  in  this  place  is  the  camel,  which  is  chiefly  used  for 
carriage  in  the  east ;  being  called  by  the  Arabs,  the  land  ship,  on  which  they  pass  those  usi 
9f  sand,  the  deserts. 

i"  See  chapter  ii,  p.  160,  &c. 

*  Namely,  the  tribe  of  Ad,  or  of  Thamud. 

t  viz..  The  prophet  Hfid,  or  Saleh. 
As  the  Sodomites,  Midianites,  &t 
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them.     No  nation  shall  be  punished  before  their  determined  time  ; 
neither  shall  they  be  respited  aftei:     Afterwards  we  sent  our  apostles, 
one  after  another.     So  often  as  their  apostle  came  unto  any  nation 
they  charged  him  with  imposture  :  and  we  caused  them  successively 
to  follow  one  another  to  destrtictio7i  j  and  we  made  them  only  subjects 
of  traditional  stories.     Away  therefore  with  the  unbelieving  nations  ! 
Afterwards  we  sent  Moses,  and  Aaron  his  brother,  with  our  signs  and 
manifest  power,   unto   Pharaoh   and  his  princes  :  but  they  proudly 
refused  to  believe  07i  hiinj   for  they  were  a  haughty  people.     And 
they  said,  Shall  we  believe  on  two  men  like  unto  ourselves  ;  whose 
people   are   our   servants  1     And  they  accused  them  of  imposture  . 
wherefore  they  became  of  the  mtviber  of  those  who  were  destroyed. 
And  we  heretofore  gave  the  book  of  the  law  unto   Moses,  that  the 
children  of  Is7'acl  might  be  directed  thereby.     And  we  appointed  the 
son  of  Mary,  and  his  mother,  for  a  sign  :  and  we  prepared  an  abode 
for  them  in  an  elevated  part  of  the  earth,'^  being  a  place  of  quiet  a7id 
security^  a7td  watered  with  running  springs.     O  apostles,  eat  of  those 
things  which  are  good;*  and  work  righteousness:  for  I  well  know 
that  which  ye  do.     This  your  religion  is  one  religion*  ;  and  I   am 
your  Lord  :  wherefore  fear  me.     But  vieji  have  rent  the  affair  of 
their  religioji  into  various  sects  :  every  party  rejoiceth  in  that  which 
they  follow.     Wherefore  leave  them  in  their  confusion,  until  a  certain 
time."     Do  they  think  that  we  hasten  unto  them  the  wealth  and 
children  which  we  have  abundantly  bestowed  on  them,  for  their  good? 
But  they  do  not  understand.     Verily  they  who  stand  in  awe,  for  fear 
of  their  Lord,  and  who  believe  in  the  signs  of  their  Lord,  and  who 
attribute  not  companions  unto  their  Lord  ;  and  who  give  that  which 
they  give  /;/  alms,  their  hearts  being  struck  with  dread,  for  that  they 
must  return  unto  their  Lord  :  these  hasten  unto  good,  and  are  fore- 
most to  obtain  the  same.     We  will  not  impose  any  difficulty  on  a  soul, 
except  according  to  its  ability  ;  with  us  ?>  a  book,  which  speaketh  the 
truth  ;  and  they  shall  not  be  injured.     But  their  hearts  are  drowned 
in  negligence,  as  to  this  matter  j  and  they  have  works  different  from 
those  zve  have  mentioned;  which  they  will  continue  to  do,  until,  when 
we  chastise  such  of  them  as  enjoy  an  affluence   of  fortune,  by   a 
severe  punishment,*  behold,  they  cry  aloud  for  help  :  but  it  shall  be 

»  The  commentators  tell  us  the  place  here  intended  is  f  erusalem,  or  Damascus,  or  Ramlah, 
or  Palestine,  or  Egypt.  • 

I'ut  perhaps  the  passage  means  the  hill  to  which  the  Virgui  Mary  retired  to  be  delivered, 
according  to  the  Mohammedan  tradition. 2 

•  These  words  are  addressed  to  the  apostles  in  general,  to  whom  it  was  permitted  to  eat 
of  all  clean  and  wholesome  food  ;  and  were  spoken  to  them  severally  at  the  time  of  their 
respective  mission.  Some,  however,  think  them  directed  particul.Trly  to  the  Virgin  Mary  and 
Jesus,  or  singly  to  the  latter  (in  which  case  the  plural  nu.mber  must  be  used  out  of  respect 
only),  proposing  the  practice  of  the  prophets  for  their  imitation.  Mohammed  probably 
designed  in  this  passage  to  condemn  the  abstinence  observed  by  the  Christian  monks.^ 

•  See  chapter  21,  p.  248. 

•  i.e..  Till  they  shall  be  slain,  or  shall  die  a  natural  death. 

•  By  which  is  intended  either  the  overthrow  at  Bedr,  where  several  of  the  chief  Korashites 
lost  their  lives  ;  or  the  famine  with  which  the  Meccans  were  afflicted,  at  the  prayer  of  the 
prophet,  conceived  in  these  words,  O  God,  set  thy  foot  strongly  en  Modar  (an  ancestor  of 
the  Koreish),  atid  give  thcvi  years  like  the  years  of  Joseph  :  whereupon  so  great  a  dearth 
eiLsiied,  that  they  were  obliged  to  feed  on  dogs,  carrion,  and  burnt  bones. ^ 

Al  Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddin.  2  See  ch.apter  19,  p.  228.         3  Al  ReidawL  <  idem. 
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answered  them^  Cry  not  for  help  to-day  :  for  ye  shall  not  be  assisted 
by  us.     My  signs  were  read  unto  you,  but  ye  turned  back  on  your 
heels  :  proudly  elating  yourselves  because  oi  yoitr  possessing  the  holy 
te7npie ;   discoursing  together  by  night,   a7td  talking  foolishly.      Do 
they  not   therefore   attentively   consider  that  which  is  spoken  imto 
them;  whether  a  revelatioti  is  come  unto  them  which  came  not  unto 
their  forefathers  ?     Or  do  they  not  know  their  apostle  ;  and  therefore 
reject  him  ?     Or  do  they  say.  He  is  a  madman  ?     Nay,  he  hath  come 
unto  them  with  the  truth  ;  but  the  greater  part  of  them  detest  the 
truth.     If  the  truth  had  followed  their  desires,  verily  the  heavens  and 
the  earth,  and  whoever  therein  ?>,  had  been  corrupted.y    But  we  have 
brought  them  their  admonition  ;  and  they  turn  aside  from  their  ad- 
monition.   Dost  thou  ask  of  them  any  maintenance/^r  thy  preachmgt 
since  the  maintenance  of  thy  Lord   is  better  ;  for  he  is  the  most 
bounteous  provider.     Thou  certainly  invitest  them  to  the  right  way  ; 
and  they  who  believe  not  in  the  life  to  come,  do  surely  deviate  from 
that  way.     If  we  had  had  compassion  on  them,  and  had  taken  oft 
from  them  the  calamity  which  had  befallen  them,*  they  would  surely 
have  more  obstinately  persisted  in  their  error,  wandering  in  confusion. 
We  formerly  chastised  them  with  a  punishment:""  yet  they  did  not 
humble  themselves  before  their  Lord,  neither  did  they  make  suppli- 
cations unto  him  J  until,  when  we  have  opened  upon  them  a  door, 
from  which  a  severe  punishment^  hath  issued,  behold,  they  are  driven 
to  despair  thereat.     It  is  God  who  hath  created  in  you  the  senses  oj 
hearing  and  of  sight,  that  ye  7nay  perceive  our  Judgments^  and  hearts, 
that  ye  may  scrioitsly  consider  them  :  yet  how  few  of  you  give  thanks  ! 
It  is  he  who  hath  produced  you  in  the  earth  ;  and  before  him  shall  ye 
be  assembled.     It  is  he  who  giveth  life,  and  putteth  to  death  ;  and  to 
him  is  to  be  attributed  the  vicissitude  of  night  and  day  :  do  ye  not 
therefore   understand?     But   the   -unbelieving  Mcccans  say   as  tJieir 
predecessors  said  :  they  say.  When  we  shall  be  dead,  and  shall  have 
become  dust  and  bones,  shall  we  really  be  raised  to  life  ?     We  have 
already  been  threatened  with  this,  and  our  fathers  also  heretofore  : 
this  is  nothing  but  fables  of  the  ancients.     Say,  Whose  is  the  earth, 
and  whoever  therein  is;   if  ye  know.^      They   will   answer,    God's. 
Say,  Will  ye  not  therefore  consider  ?     Say,  Who  is  the  Lord  of  the 
seven  heavens,  and  the  LORD  of  the  magnificent  throne.'*     They  will 
answer,  Tliey  a^e  GOD'S.     Say,  Will  ye  not  therefore  fear  him  ?    Say 
In  whose  hand  is  the  kingdom  of  all  things  ;  who  protecteth   'iUho7n 
he  plcaseth,   but   is  himself  protected  of  none  ;  if  ye  know  ?     They 
will  answer,  //;  God's.     Say,  How  therefore  are  ye  bevvitched.^     Yea, 

y  That  is,  If  there  had  been  a  phirality  of  gods,  as  the  idolaters  contend  :  '  or,  if  the 
doctrine  taught  by  Mohammed  had  been  agreeable  to  their  inclinations,  &c. 

»  viz.,  The  famine.  It  is  said  that  the  Meccans  being  reduced  to  eat  ilhiz,  wliich  is  a  sort 
of  miserable  food  made  of  blood  and  camels'  hair,  used  by  the  Arabs  in  time  of  scarcity,  Abu 
Sofian  came  to  Mohammed,  and  said.  Tell  me,  I  adjure  thee  by  God  and  the^  relation  thai 
is  I'ctwcoi  us,  dost  thou  think  thou  art  sent  as  a  wercy  unto  all  creatures ;  since  thou  hail 
slain  the  fathers  ivith  the  sivord  and  the  children  7vith  hunger?^ 

»  Namely,  the  slaughter  at  Bedr. 

''  VIZ.,  Famine  :  which,  is  more  terrible  than  the  calamities cf  war.' 

According  to  these  explications,  the  passage  must  have  been  revealed  at  Medina",  .idess  it 
be  taken  in  a  prophetical  sense. 

'  See  chapter  21,  p.  343.  *  AI  Beidiwi.  «  Idem. 
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we  have  brought  them  the  truth  ;  and  they  are  certainly  liars  m  deny- 
mg  the  same.     GOD  hath  not  begotten  issue  ;  neither  is  there  any 
other  god  with  him  :  otherwise  every  god  had  surely  taken  away  that 
which  he  had  created  ;*^  and  some  of  them  had  exalted  themselves 
above  the  others.'^     Far  be  that  from  GOD,  which  they  affirm  ot  him  : 
He  knoweth  that  which  is  concealed,  and  that  which  is  made  public  . 
wherefore  far  be  it  from  him  to  have  those  sharers  in  his  ho7tour^ 
which  they  attribute  to  him  !     Say,  O  Lord,  If  thou  wilt  surely  cause 
me  to  see  the  veiigeajice  with  which  they  have  been  threatened  ;  O 
Lord,  set  me  not  among  the  ungodly  people  :  for  we  are  surely  able 
to  make  thee  to  see  that  with  which  we  have  threatened  them.     Turn 
aside  evil  with  that  which  is  better  :°  we  well  know  the  calumnies 
v/hich  they  utter  against  thee.     And  say,  O  LORD,  I  fly  unto  thee  foi* 
refuge,  against  the  suggestions  of  the  devils  :  and  I   have  recourse 
unto  thee,  O  LORD,  to  drive  them  away,  that  they  be  not  present  with 
me.^     The  gai?isayi?ig  of  the  nnbelievers  ceaseth  not  until,  when  death 
overtaketh  -any  of  them,  he  saith,  O  LORD,  suffer  me  to  return  to  life, 
that  I  may  do  that  which  is  right ;  in  professing  the  true  faith  which 
I  have  neglected.^'     By  no  means.     Verily  thes-e  are  the  words  which 
he  shall  speak  :  but  behind  them  there  shall  be  a  bar,'^  until  the  day 
of  resurrection.     When  therefore  the  trumpet  shall  be  sounded,  there 
shall  be  no  relation  between  them  ivJiich  shall  be  7'egarded  on  that 
day  ;  neither  shall  they  ask  assistance  of  each  other.     They  whose 
balances  shall  be  heavy  with  good  works,  shall  be  happy  :  but  they 
whose  balances  shall  be  light,  are  those  who  shall  lose  their  souls, 
arui  shall  remain  in  hell  for  ever.^     The  Are  shall  scorch  their  faces, 
and  they  shall  writhe  their  mouths  therein /^/"r  anguish  :  and  it  shall 
be  said  nnto  them,  Were  not  my  signs  rehearsed  unto  you  ;  and  did 
ye  not  charge  them  with  falsehood  ?     They  shall  answer,   O  Lord, 
our  unhappiness  prevailed  over  us,  and  we  were  people  who  went 
astray.     O  LORD,  take  us  forth  from  this  fre  :  if  we  return  to  our 

'^  And  bet  up  a  distinct  creation  and  kingdom  of  his  own. 

^  Se«  chapter  17,  p.  210. 

*  That  is,  By  forgiving  injuries,  and  returning  of  good  for  them  :  whvv.h  rule  is  to  be 
qualiiicd,  however,  with  this  proviso  ;  that  the  true  religion  receive  no  prejudice  by  such 
mildness  and  clemency.' 

f  To  besiege  me  :  or,  as  it  may  also  be  translated,  That  iJiey  hiirt  vie  not. 

g  Or,  as  the  word  may  also  import,  ht  the  world  zv/iich  I  have  left ;  that  is,  during  the 
further  term  of  life  which  shall  be  granted  me,  and  from  which  I  have  been  cut  off.^ 

'1  The  original  word  barzakh,  here  translated  bar,  primarily  signifies  any  partition,  01 
interstice,  which  divides  one  thing  from  another  ;  but  is  used  by  the  Arabs  not  always  in  the 
same,  and  sometimes  in  an  obscure  sense.  I'hey  seem  generally  to  express  by  it  what  the 
Greeks  did  by  the  word  Hades  ;  one  while  using  it  for  the  place  of  the  dead,  another  while 
for  the  time  of  their  continuance  in  that  state,  and  another  while  for  the  state  itself.  It  is 
defined  by  their  critics  to  be  the  interval  or  space  between  this  world  and  the  next,  or 
between  death  and  the  resurrection  ;  every  person  who  dies  being  said  to  enter  into  al  bar- 
zakh ;  or,  as  the  Greek  expresses  it,  /cara/STji/ai  ets  a5ou.3  One  lexicographer*  tells  us  that  in 
the  Koran  it  denotes  the  grave  :  but  the  commentators  on  this  passage  expound  it  a  bar,  or 
invincible  obstacle,  cutting  oft"  all  possibility  of  return  into  the  world,  after  death*  See 
chapter  25,  where  the  word  again  occurs. 

Some  interpreters  understand  the  words  we  have  rendered  behind  them,  to  mean  l*.ifore 
them  (it  being  one  of  those  words,  of  which  there  are  several  in  the  Arabic  tongue,  that 
have  direct  contrary  significations),  considering  al  Barzakh  as  a  future  space,  and  lying  before, 
and  not  behind  them. 

'  See  the  Prehm.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.,  p.  69. 

'  Idem.  2  Idem.  s  Vide  Pocock.  not.  in  Port.  Mosls,  p.  248,  S:c.,  and  the  Pr^ilm 

Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p,  60.  <  Ebn  INIaruf,  apud  Gol.  Lex.  Arab.  col.  2^4. 
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former  wickedness^  we  shall  surely  be  unjust.    6^^^  will  say  imto  them^ 
Ee  ye  driven  away  with  ignominy  thereinto  :  and  speak  not  unto  me 
to  deliver  you.     Verily  there  were  a  party  of  my  servants,  who  said, 
O  Lord,  we  believe  :  wherefore  forgive  us,  and  be  merciful  unto  us  ; 
for  thou  art  the  best  i^f  those  who  show  mercy.     But  ye  received 
them  with  scoffs,  so  thai  they  suffered  you  to  forget  my  admonition,^ 
and  ye  laughed  them  to  scorn.     I  have  this  day  rewarded  them,  for 
that  they  suffered  the  injuries  ye  offet'ed  them  with  patience  :  verily 
they  enjoy  great  felicity.     God  will  say,  What  number  of  years  have 
ye  continued  on  earth  ?     They  will  answer,  Wc  have  continued  there. 
a  day,  or  part  of  a  day:^  but  ask  those  who  keep  account.^     6"^^  will 
say,  Ye  have  tarried  but  a  little,  if  ye  knew  //.     Did  ye  think  that  we 
had  created  you  in  sport,  and  that  ye  should  not  be  brought  again 
before  us  ?    Wherefore  let  God  be  exalted,  the  King,  the  Truth  ! 
There  is  no  GoD  besides  him,  the   Lord  of  the  honourable  throne. 
Whoever  together  with  the  true  GOD  shall  invoke  another  god,  con- 
cerning  whom   he   hath    no    demonstrative   proof,   shall   surely   be 
brought  to  an  account  for  the  same  before  his   LORD,     Verily  the 
infidels  shall  not  prosper.     Say,  O  Lord,  pardon,  and  show  mercy  ; 
for  thou  art  the  best  of  those  who  show  mercy. 


CHAPTER    XXIV. 

ENTITLED,    LIGHT  ;«^    REVEALED   AT   MEDINA. 

IN    THE    NAME   OF    THE    MOST    MKKCIFUI.   GOD. 

7^HIS  Sura  have  we  sent  down  from  heaven;  and  have  ratified  the 
same  :  and  we  have  revealed  therein  evident  signs,  that  ye  may 
be  warned.  The  whore,  and  the  whoremonger,  shall  ye  scourge 
with  an  hundred  stripes."  And  let  not  compassion  towards  them  pre- 
vent you  from  executing  the  judgment  of  GOD  ;°  if  ye  believe  in  GOD 

j  Being  unable  to  prevail  on  you  by  their  remonstrances,  because  of  the  contempt  wherein 
ye  held  them. 

k  The  time  will  seem  thus  short  to  them  in  comparison  to  the  eternal  duration  of  ihei. 
torments,  or  because  the  time  of  their  living  in  the  world  was  the  time  of  their  joy  and 
pleasure  ;  it  being  usual  for  the  Arabs  to  describe  what  they  like  as  of  short,  and  what  they 
dislike,  as  of  long  continuance. 

'  I'hat  is,  the  angels,  who  keep  account  of  the  length  of  men's  lives  and  of  their  works,  oi 
any  other  who  may  have  leisure  to  compute  ;  and  not  us,  whose  torments  distract  our  thoughts 
and  attention. 

"•  This  title  is  taken  from  an  allegorical  comparison  made  between  light  and  Gor,  or  faith 
in  him,  about  the  middle  of  the  chapter. 

n  This  law  is  not  to  l)e  imderstood  to  relate  to  nv. tried  people,  who  are  of  free  condition  ; 
because  adultery  in  such,  according  to  the  Sonna,  isvo  be  punished  by  stoning.' 

•  i.e..  Be  not  moved  by  pity,  either  to  forgive  the  oflenders,  or  to  mitigate  their  punish- 
ment. IMohammed  was  fbr  so  strict  and  impartial  an  execution  of  the  Laws,  tnat  he 
is  reported  to  have  said.  If  Fatema  tJie  daughter  of  Mohammed  steal,  let  fwr  hand  * 
t truck  pjf."^ 

'  See  chapter  4,  p.  55  and  57.  ^  Al  I'cicISwl 
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and  the  last  day  :  and  let  some  of  the  true  believers  be  witnesses  of 
their  punishment.?  The  whoremonger  shall  not  marry  <7?zy  other  than 
a  harlot,  or  an  idolatress.  And  a  harlot  shall  no  man  take  in  mar- 
riage, except  a  whoremonger,  or  an  idolater.  And  this  kind  of 
?narriage  is  forbidden  the  true  believers.  1  But  as  to  those  who 
accuse  women  of  reputation  of  wJioredom^  and  produce  not  four 
witnesses  of  the  facty  scourge  them  with  fourscore  stripes,  and 
receive  not  their  testimony  for  ever  ;  for  such  are  infamous  pre- 
varicators :  excepting  those  who  shall  afterwards  repent,  and  amend  ; 
for  -imto  such  will  GoD  be  gracious  and  merciful.  They  who  shall 
accuse  their  wives  of  adultery,  and  shall  have  no  witnesses  thereof 
besides  themselves  ;  the  testimony  which  shall  be  required  of  one  of 
them  shall  be,  that  he  swear  four  times  by  GOD  that  he  speaketh  the 
truth  :  and  the  fifth  ti?ne  that  he  imprecate  the  curse  of  GOD  on  him, 
if  he  be  a  liar.  And  it  shall  avert  the  punishment  from  the  wife,  if 
she  swear  four  times  by  God  that  he  is  a  liar  ;  and  if  the  fifth  time 
she  imprecate  the  wrath  of  GoD  on  her,  if  he  lipeaketh  the  truth.* 
If  it  were  not  for  the  indulgence  of  God  towards  you,  and  his  mercy, 
and  that  GoD  is  easy  to  be  reconciled,  and  wise  ;  he  woiild  imine- 
diately  discover  your  cri?nes.     As  to  the  party  among  you  who  have  *ti 

published  the  falsehood  concerning  Ayesha^  think  it  not  to  be  an  evil  .    j^ 

P  That  is,  Let  the  y^unishment  be  inflicted  in  public,  and  not  in  private  ;    because  the'       i 
ignominy  of  it  is  more  intolerable  than  the  sm.art,  and  more  likely  to  work  a  reformation  OE        y   /tvftA 
the  offender.     Some  say  there  ou|;ht  to  be  three  persons  present  at  the  least ;  but  others       ' 
think  two,  or  even  one,  to  be  sufficient.' 

S  The  preceding  passage  was  revealed  on  account  of  the  meaner  and  more  indigent 
Mohiijerins,  or  refugees,  who  sought  to  marry  the  whores  of  the  infidels,  taken  captives  in 
war,  for  the  sake  of  the  gain  which  they  made  by  prostituting  themselves.  Some  think  the 
prohibition  was  special,  and  regarded  only  the  Mohajerins  before  mentioned  ;  and  others  are 
of  opinion  it  was  general ;  but  it  is  agreed  to  have  been  abrogated  by  the  words  which 
follow  in  this  chapter.  Marry  the  single  women  among  you  ;  harlots  being  comprised  under 
the  appellation  of  sifigle  ivonien.'^ 

It  is  supposed  by  some  that  not  marriage,  but  unlaivful  comrnerce  with  such  women  is 
here  forbidden. 

'  The  Arabic  word,  viohsinCtt,  properly  signifies  women  of  nnblantnble  coriditct ;  but  to 
bring  the  chastisement  after  mentioned  on  the  calumniator,  it  is  also  requisite  that  they  be 
free  women,  of  ripe  age,  having  their  understandings  perfect,  and  of  the  Mohammedan 
religion.  Though  the  word  be  of  the  feminine  gender,  yet  7nen  are  also  supposed  to  be  com- 
prised in  this  law. 

Abu  Hanlfa  was  of  opinion  that  the  slanderer  ought  to  be  scourged  in  public,  as  well  as 
the  fornicator  ;  but  the  generality  are  against  him.  3 

•  See  chapter  4,  p.  55. 
In  case  both  swear,  the  man's  oath  discharges  him  from  the  imputation  and  penalty  of 
slander,  and  the  woman's  oath  frees  her  from  the  imputation  and  penalty  of  adultery  :  but 
though  the  woman  do  swear  to  her  innocence,  yet  the  marriage  is  actually  void,  or  ought  to 
be  declared  void  by  the  judge  ;  because  it  is  not  fit  they  should  continue  together  after  they 
have  come  to  these  extremities.* 

»  For  the  imderstanding  of  this  passage,  it  is  necessary'  to  relate  the  following  story. 

Mohammed  having  undertaken  an  e.xpedItion  against  the  tribe  of  Mostalek,  in  the  sixth 
rear  of  the  Hejra,  took  his  wife  Ayesha  with  him,  to  accompany  him.  In  their  return,  when 
they  were  not  far  from  Medina,  the  army  removing  by  night,  Ayesha,  on  the  road,  alighted 
from  her  camel,  and  stepped  aside  on  a  private  occasion  :  but,  on  her  return,  perceiving  she 
had  dropped  her  necklace,  which  was  of  onyxes  of  Dhafar,  she  went  back  to  look  for  it  ;  and 
in  the  meantime  her  attendants,  taKing  it  for  granted  that  she  was  got  into  her  pavilion 
(or  little  tent  surrounded  with  curtains,  wherein  women  are  carried  in  the  east)  set  it  again 
on  the  camel,  and  led  it  away.  When  she  came  back  to  the  toad,  and  saw  her  camel  was 
gone,  she  sat  down  there,  expecting  that  when  she  was  missed  some  would  be  sent  back  to 
fetch  her  ;  and  in  a  little  time  she  fell  asleep.  Early  in  the  morning,  Safwan  Ebn  al  Moattel, 
who  had  stayed  behind  to  rest  himself,  coming  by,  and  perceiving  somebody  asleep,  went  to 
«ee  who  it  was,  and  knew  her  to  be  Ayesha  ;  upon  which  he  waked  her,  by  twice  pronounc* 

'  Idem.  Jallalo'ddin.  '  Udem.  *  lidem. 
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unto  you  :  on  the  contrary,  it  is  better  for  you.*  Every  man  of  them 
shall  be  pjcnisJied  according  to  the  injustice  of  which  he  hath  been 
guilty ;y  and  he  among  them  who  hath  undertaken  to  aggravate  the 
same,*  shall  suffer  a  grievous  punishment.  Did  not  the  faithful  men, 
and  the  faithful  women,  when  ye  heard  this,  judge  in  their  own  minds 
for  the  best ;  and  say,  This  is  a  manifest  falsehood  ?  Have  they  pro- 
duced four  witnesses  thereof?  wherefore  since  they  have  not  produced 
the  witnesses,  they  are  surely  liars  in  the  sight  of  GOD.  Had  it  not 
bee7i  for  the  indulgence  of  God  towards  you,  and  his  mercy,  in  this 
world  and  in  that  which  is  to  come,  verily  a  grievous  punishment  had 
been  inflicted  on  you,  for  the  calumny  which  ye  have  spread  :  when 
ye  published  that  with  your  tongues,  and  spoke  that  with  your 
mouths,  of  which  ye  had  no  knowledge  ;  and  esteemed  it  to  be  light, 
whereas  it  was  a  matter  of  importance  in  the  sight  of  GOD.  When 
ye  heard  it,  did  ye  say,  It  belongeth  not  unto  us,  that  we  should  talk 
of  this  matter:  GOD  forbid  !  this  is  a  grievous  calumny?  GoD 
warneth  you,  that  ye  return  not  to  the  like  crime  for  ever  ;  if  ye  be 
true  believers.  And  God  declareth  unto  you  his  signs  ;  for  God  is 
knowing  a7td  wise.  Verily  they  who  love  that  scandal  be  published 
of  those  who  believe,  shall  receive  a  severe  punishment  both  in  this 
world,  and  in  the  next.  God  knoweth,  but  ye  know  not.  Had  it  not 
been  for  the  indulgence  of  God  towards  you,  and  his  mercy,  and  that 
God  is  gracious  a7id  merciful,  ye  had  felt  his  vengeance.  O  true 
believers,  follow  not  the  steps  of  the  devil  :  for  whosoever  shall  follow 
the  steps  of  the  devil,  he  will  command  him  filthy  crimes,  and  that 
which  is  unlawful,  li  it  were  not  for  the  indulgence  of  God,  and  his 
mercy  towards  you,  there  had  not  been  so  much  as  one  of  you 
cleansed  from  his  guilt  for  ever  :  but  God  cleanseth  whom  he 
pleaseth  ;  for  GoD  both  heareth  and  knoweth.  Let  not  those  among 
you  who  possess  abundance  of  wealthy  and  have  ability,  swear  that 

ing  with  a  1-ow  voice  tliese  words,  IVe  are  God's,  and  ntito  hun  vnist  we  retiiyn.  Then 
Ayesha  immediately  covered  herself  with  her  veil ;  and  Safwan  set  her  on  his  own  camel, 
and  led  her  after  the  army,  which  they  overtook  by  noon,  as  they  were  resting. 

This  accident  had  like  to  have  ruined  Ayesha,  whose  reputation  was  publicly  called  in 
question,  as  if  she  had  been  gnilty  of  adultery  with  Safwan  :  and  Mohammed  himself  knew 
not  what  to  think,  when  he  reflected  on  the  circumstances  of  the  afTair,  which  were  improved 
by  some  malicious  people  very  much  to  Ayesha's  dishonour  ;  and  notwiihstantling  his  wife'i 
protestations  of  her  innocence,  he  could  not  get  rid  of  his  perplexity,  nor  stop  the  mouths  of 
the  censorious,  till  about  a  month  after,  when  this  passage  was  revealed,  declaring  the  accusa- 
tion to  be  unjust.' 

»  I'he  words  are  directed  to  the  prophet,  and  to  Abu  Beer,  Ayesha,  and  Safwfin,  the  persons 
concerned  in  tiiis  false  report ;  since,  besides  the  amends  they  might  expect  in  the  next  world, 
Gou  had  done  them  the  honour  to  clear  their  reputations  by  revealing  eighteen  verses 
expressly  for  that  purpose.' 

y  The  persons  concerned  in  spreading  the  scandal  were  Abd'allah  Ebn  Obba  (who  first 
raised  it,  and  inflamed  the  matter  to  the  utmost,  out  of  hatred  to  Mohammed),  Zeid  Ebn 
Refaa,  HassSn  Ebn  Thabat,  Mestah  Ebn  Othitha,  a  great-grandson  of  Abd'almotalleb's, 
and  Hamna  Bint  Jahash  :  and  every  one  of  them  received  fourscore  stripes,  pursuant  to 
the  law  ordained  in  this  chapter,  except  only  Abd'allah,  who  was  exempted,  being  a  man 
of  great  consideration. ^ 

It  is  said  that,  as  a  farther  punishment,  Hass&n  and  Mestah  became  blind,  and  that  th« 
former  of  them  also  lost  the  use  of  both  his  hand.s.* 

•  viz.y  Abd'allah  Ebn  Obba,  who  had  not  the  grace  to  become  a  true  believer,  but  died  an 
infidel.' 

'  Al  Bckhari  in  Sonna,  Al  Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddin,  &c.  Vide  Abu'lf.  Vit.  Moh.  p.  R2  S:c..  and 
Gagnier,  Vie  de  Mahomet,  lib.  4.  c.  7.  '  Al  BeidSwi.  '  Abulfeda.  \'it    Moh.  p.  8v 

•  Al  BeiduA'i.  *  See  chapter  9,  p.  144. 
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they  will  not  give  unto  tnair  kindred,  and  the  poor,  and  those  who 
have  fled  their  country  for  *.he  sake  of  God's  true  religion :  but  let 
them  forgive,  and  act  with  benevolence  towards  the7u.  Do  ye  not 
desire  that  GOD  should  pardon  you  ?  *  And  God  is  gracious  and 
merciful.  Moreover  they  who  falsely  accuse  modest  women,  who 
behave  in  a  negligent  manner,**  and  are  true  believers,  shall  be  cursed 
in  this  world,  and  in  the  wor'd  to  come;  and  they  shall  suffer  a  severe 
punishment.*=  One  day  their  own  tongues  shall  bear  witness  against 
them,  and  their  hands,  and  their  feet,  concerning  that  v/hich  they 
have  done.  On  that  day  shall  GOD  render  unto  them  their  just  due  ; 
and  they  shall  know  that  GoD  is  the  evident  truth.  The  wicked 
women  should  be  joined  to  the  wicked  men,  and  the  wicked  men  to 
the  wicked  women  ;  but  the  good  women  should  be  married  to  the 
good  men,  and  the  good  men  to  the  good  women.  These  shall  be 
cleared  from  the  caliinuiies  which  slanderers  speak  of  the/n :  ^  they 
shall  obtain  pardon,  and  an  honourable  provision.  O  true  believers, 
enter  not  any  houses,  besides  your  own  houses,  imtil  ye  have  asked 
leave,  and  have  saluted  the  family  thereof :  ®  this  is  better  for  you  ; 
peradventure  ye  will  be  admonished.  And  if  ye  shall  find  no  person 
in  the  houses,  yet  do  not  enter  them,  until  leave  be  granted  you  :  and 
if  it  be  said  unto  you,  Return  back  ;  do  ye  return  back.  This  will  be 
more  decent  for  you  ;  *  and  God  knoweth  that  which  ye  do.  It  shall 
be  no  crime  in  you,  that  ye  enter  uninhabited  houses,^  wherein  ye 
m.ay  meet  with  a  convenience.  God  knoweth  that  which  ye  discover, 
and  that  which  ye  conceal.  Speak  unto  the  true  believers,  that  they 
restrain  their  eyes,  and  keep  themselves  from  immodest  actions  :  this 
will  be  more  pure  for  them  ;  for  GOD  is  well  acquainted  with  that 
which  they  do.  And  speak  unto  the  believing  women,  that  they 
restrain  their  eyes,  and  preserve  their  modesty,  and  discover  not  their 

a  This  passage  was  revealed  on  account  of  Abu  Becf  ;  who  swore  that  he  would  not  for 
the  future  bestow  anything  on  Mestah,  though  he  was  his  mother's  sister's  son,  and  a  poor 
Mohajer  or  refugee,  because  he  had  joined  in  scandalizing  his  daughter  Ayesha.  But  on 
Mohammed's  reading  this  verse  to  him,  he  continued  Mestah's  pension.' 

^  i.e.,  Who  may  be  less  careful  in  their  conduct,  and  more  free  in  their  behaviour,  as 
being  conscious  of  no  ill. 

c  Though  the  words  be  general,  yet  they  principally  regord  those  who  should  calumniafe 
the  prophet's  wives.  According  to  a  saying  of  Ebn  A'^'ba?.,  if  the  threats  contained  in  the 
whole  Koran  be  examined,  there  are  none  so  severe  as  these  v'^ccasioned  by  the  false  accusa- 
tion of  Ayesha ;  wherefore  he  thought  even  repentance  woulu  stand  her  slanderers  in  no 
stead.* 

*  Al  Beidawi  observes,  on  this  passage,  that  God  cleared  four  persons,  by  four  extraor- 
dinary testimonies  :  for  he  cleared  J  oseph  by  the  testimony  of  a  child  m  his  mistress's  family  ; ' 
Moses,_by  means  of  the  stone  which  fled  away  with  his  garments  ;  *  M.^ry,  by  the  testimony 
of  her  infant  ;  *  and  Ayesha,  by  these  verses  of  the  Koran. 

«  To  enter  suddenly  or  abruptly  into  any  man's  house  or  apartment,  is  reckoned  a  great 
incivility  in  the  east  ;  because  a  person  may  possibly  be  surprised  in  an  indecent  action  or 
posture,  or  may  have  something  discovered  which  he  would  conceal.  It  is  said,  that  a  man 
caine  to  Mohammed,  and  w.anted  to  know  whether  he  must  ask  leave  to  go  in  to  his  sister  ; 
which  being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  he  told  the  prophet  that  his  sister  had  nobody  else 
to  attend  upon  her,  and  it  would  be  troublesome  to  ask  leave  every  time  he  went  in  to  her. 
Wkat,  replied  Mohammed,  wouidest  thoji  see  hernaked?^ 

t  Than  to  be  importunate  for  admission,  or  to  wait  at  the  door. 

9  i.e..  Which  are  not  the  private  habitation  of  a  family;  such  as  public  inns,  stiops, 
sheds,  &c 

'  .W  Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddin.  *  Al  Beidawi.  3  See  chapter  12,  p.  172.  *  See 

chapter  2,  p.  7.  and  chapter  33.  *  See  chapter  19,  p.  229.  <>  Al  Beid&v/L 
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ornaments,^  except  what  neces<iarily  appeareth  thereof  :>  and  let  them 
throw  their  veils  over  their  bosoms,J  and  not  show  their  ornaments, 
unless  to  their  husbands,''  or  their  fathers,  or  their  husbands'  fathers,  or 
their  sons,  or  their  husbands'  sons,  or  their  brothers,  or  their  brothers* 
sons,  or  their  sisters'  sons,'  or  their  women,™  or  the  r^/Z/T/^i' which  their 
right  hands  shall  possess.^  or  unto  such  men  as  attend  thein^  and  have 
no  need  ofwomen^  or  unto  children,  who  distinguish  not  the  nakedness 
of  women.  And  let  them  not  make  a  noise  with  their  feet,  that  their 
ornaments  which  they  hide  may  thej'eby  be  discovered.?  And  be  ye 
all  turned  unto  GOD,  O  true  believers,  that  ye  may  be  happy.  Marr>' 
those  who  are  single  *i  among  you,  and  such  as  are  honest  of  your 
men-servants,  and  your  maid-servants  :  if  they  be  poor,  God  will 
enrich  them  of  his  abundance  ;  for  God  is  bounteous  and  wise.  And 
let  those  who  find  not  a  match,  keep  themselves  f7-077i  fornication, 
until  God  shall  enrich  them  of  his  abundance.  And  unto  such  of 
your  slaves  "^  as  desire  a  written  instrument  allowi^ig  them  to  redeem 
themselves  on  paying  a  ce^'tain  snm,^  write  one,  if  ye  know  good  in 

h  As  their  clothes,  jewels,  and  the  furniture  of  their  toilet ;  much  less  such  parts  of  theii 
bodies  as  ought  not  be  seen. 

•  Some  think  their  outward  garments  are  here  meant ;  and  others  their  hands  and  faces  : 
it  is  generally  held,  however,  that  a  free  woman  ought  not  to  discover  even  those  parts, 
unless  to  the  persons  after  excepted,  or  on  some  unavoidable  occasion,  as  their  giving 
evidence  in  public,  taking  advice  or  medicines  in  case  of  sickness,  &c. 

J  Taking  care  to  cover  their  heads,  necks,  and  breasts. 

k  For  whose  sake  it  is  that  they  adorn  themselves,  and  who  alone  have  the  privilege  to  see 
their  whole  body. 

'  These  near  relations  are  also  excepted,  because  they  cannot  avoid  seeing  them  frequentJy, 
and  there  is  no  great  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  them.  They  are  allowed,  therefore,  to 
see  wliat  cannot  well  be  concealed  in  so  familiar  an  intercourse,'  but  no  other  part  of  their 
body,  particularly  whatever  is  between  the_ navel  and  the  knees. "■' 

Uncles  not  being  here  particularly  mentioned,  it  is  a  doubt  whether  they  may  be  admitted 
to  see  their  nieces.  Some  think  they  are  included  under  the  appellation  oi  brothers :  but 
others  are  of  opinion  that  they  are  not  comprised  in  this  exception  ;  and  give  this  reason  for 
it,  viz.,  lest  they  should  describe  the  persons  of  their  nieces  to  their  sons.^ 

n>  That  is,  such  as  are  of  the  Mohammedan  religion  ;  it  being  reckoned  by  some  imlawful, 
or  at  least,  indecent,  for  a  woman,  who  is  a  true  believer,  to  uncover  herself  before  one  who 
is  an  infidel,  because  she  will  hardly  refrain  describing  her  to  the  men  :  but  others  suppose 
all  women  in  general  are  here  excepted  ;  for,  in  this  particular,  doctorsdiffer.'* 

o  Slaves  of  either  sex  are  included  in  this  exception,  and,  as  some  think,  domestic  servants 
who  are  not  slaves  ;  as  those  of  a  different  nation.  It  is  related,  that  Mohammed  once  made 
a  present  of  a  man-slave  to  his  daughter  F&tema  ;  and  when  he  brought  him  to  her,  she  had 
on  a  garment  which  was  so  scanty  that  she  was  obliged  to  leave  either  her  head  or  her  feet 
ancovered  :  and  that  the  prophet,  seeing  her  in  great  confusion  on  that  account,  toid  her, 
she  need  be  under  no  concern,  for  that  there  was  none  present  besides  her  father  and  her 
slave.  ^ 

•  c3r  have  no  desire  to  enjoy  them  ;  such  as  decrepit  old  men,  and  deformed  or  silly 
persons,  who  fellow  people  as  hangers-on.,  for  their  spare  victuals,  being  too  despicable  to 
raise  either  a  woman's  passion,  or  a  man's  jealousy.  Whether  eunuchs  are  comprehended 
under  this  general  designation,  is  a  question  among  the  learned. ^ 

p  by  shaking  the  rings,  which  the  women  in  the  east  wear  about  their  ankles,  and  are 
usually  of  gold  or  silver.'  The  pride  which  the  Jewish  ladies  of  old  took  in  making  n 
tinklvig  with  these  oniavicnts  of  their  feet,  is  (among  other  things  of  that  nature)  severely 
reproved  by  the  prophet  Isaiah.*      ,     ,    .  ,  ,     ,         ,       ,  ,  .    ,  ,    , 

<  i.e.  Those  who  are  unmarried  of  either  sex  ;  whether  they  have  been  married  before 
or  not. 

»  Of  either  sex.  ...  ... 

•  Whereby  the  master  obliges  himself  to  set  his  slave  at  liberty,  on  receiving  a  certaix 
ium  of  money,  which  the  slave  undertakes  to  pay. 

Idem.  '  Jallalo'ddin.  '  Al  Beidftwi.  «  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin.  '  lie 

lidem,  Yahya.  &c.  '  lidem.  •  Isaiah  iii.  16  and  18. 
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them  ;*  and  giv^e  them  of  the  riches  of  God,  which  he  hath  given 
you."  And  compel  not  your  maid-servants  to  prostitute  themselves, 
if  they  be  willing  to  live  chastely;  that  ye  may  seek  the  casual  advan- 
tage of  this  present  life  : «  but  whoever  shall  compel  them  thereto^ 
verily  GOD  will  be  gracious  and  merciful  tmto  such  women  after  their 
compulsion.  And  now  have  we  revealed  unto  you  evident  signs,  and 
a  history  like  unto  some  of  the  histories  of  those  who  have  gone 
before  you,y  and  an  admonition  unto  the  pious.  GOD  is  the  light  ci 
heaven  and  earth  :  the  similitude  of  his  light  is  as  a  niche  in  a  wall, 
wherein  a  lamp  is  placed^  and  the  lamp  enclosed  in  a  case  of  glass  ; 
the  glass  appears  as  it  were  a  shining  star.  It  is  lighted  with  the  oil 
of  a  blessed  tree,  an  olive  neither  of  the  east,  nor  of  the  west  :*  i( 
wanteth  little  but  that  the  oil  thereof  would  give  light,  although  no  fire 
touched  it.  This  is  light  added  unto  light:*  GOD  will  direct  unto  his 
light  whom  he  pleaseth.  GOD  propoundeth  parables  unto  men  ;  for 
G'OD  knoweth  all  things.  In  the  houses  which  GOD  hath  permittee ; 
to  be  raised,^  and  that  his  name  be  commemorated  therein  :  men 
celebrate  his  praise  in  the  same  morning  and  evening,  whom  neither 
merchandizing,  nor  selling  diverteth  from  the  remembering  of  God, 
and  the  observance  of  prayer,  and  the  giving  of  alms ;  fearing  the 
day  whereon  inen^s  hearts  and  eyes  shall  be  troubled  ;  that  GOD 
may  recompense  them  according  to  the  utmost  merit  of  what  they 
shall  have  wrought,  and  may  add  unto  them  of  his  abundance  a  more 
excellent  reward j  for  GOD  bestoweth  on  whom  he  pleaseth  without 
measure.  But  as  to  the  unbelievers,  their  works  are  like  the  vapour 
in  a  plain,*^  which  the  thirsty  traveller  thinketh  to  be  water,  until, 

»  That  is,  if  ye  have  found  them  faithful,  and  have  reason  to  believe  they  will  perform 
their  engagement. 

"  Either  by  bestowing  something  on  them  of  your  own  substance,  or  by  abating  them  a 
part  of  their  ransom.  Some  suppose  these  words  are  directed,  not  to  the  masters  only,  but 
to  all  Moslems  in  general ;  recommending  it  to  them  to  assist  those  who  have  obtained  their 
freedom,  and  paid  their  ransom,  either  out  of  their  own  stock,  or  by  admitting  them  to  have 
a  share  in  the  public  alms.' 

«  It  seems  Abda'llah  Ebn  Obba  had  six  women-slaves,  on  whom  he  laid  a  certain  tax, 
which  he  obliged  them  to  earn  by  the  prostitution  of  their  bodies  :  and  one  of  them  made 
her  complaint  to  Mohammed,  which  occasioned  the  revelation  of  this  passage.  2 

y  i.e..  The  story  of  the  false  accusation  of  Ayesha,  which  resembles  those  of  Joseph  and 
the  Virgin  Mary.  3 

«  But  of  a  more  excellent  kind.  Some  think  the  meaning  to  be  that  the  tree  grows  neither 
in  the  eastern  nor  the  western  parts,  but  in  the  midst  of  the  world,  namely,  in  Syria,  where 
the  best  olives  grow.* 

»  Or  a  light  whose  brightness  is  doubly  increased  by  the  circumstances  above  nieuti  ^ned. 

The  commentators  explain  this  allegory,  and  every  particular  of  it,  with  great  subtlety ; 
interpreting  the  light  liere  described  to  be  the  light  revealed  in  the  Koran,  or  God's 
e7tlightening  grace  in  the  heart  of  man  ;  and  in  divers  other  manners. 

•>  The  connection  of  these  words  is  not  very  obvious.  Some  suppose  they  ought  to  be 
joined  with  the  preceding  words,  Like  a  niche,  or  It  is  lighted  in  the  houses,  &c.,  and  that 
the  comparison  is  more  strong  and  just,  by  ceing  made  to  the  lamps  in  Mosques,  which  are 
larger  than  those  in  private  houses.  Some  think  they  are  rather  to  be  connected  with  the 
following  words.  Men  praise,  &c.  And  others  are  of  opinion  they  are  an  imperfect 
beginning  of  a  sentence,  and  that  the  words.  Praise  ye  God,  or  the  like,  are  to  be  understood 
However,  the  houses  here  intended  are  those  set  apart  for  divine  worship  ;  or  particularly  the 
three  principal  temples  of  Mecca,  Medina,  and  Jerusalem.* 

The  Arabic  word  Serab  signifies  that  false  appearance  which,  in  the  eastern  countries,  ii 
often  seen  in  sandy  plains  about  noon,  resembling  a  large  lake  of  water  in  motion,  and  is 
occasioned  by  the  reverberation  of  the  sunbeams.     It  sometimes  tempts  thirsty  travellers  oul 

'  Al  Beid&wi.  ^  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin  •  iidem.  ♦  lidein  "^  .A>1  Beidawi 


268  AL  KORAN.  CHAP.  xxiv. 

when  he  cometh  thereto,  he  findeth  it  to  be  nothing  ;  but  he  findeth 
God  with  him.'^  hS:.^  he  will  fully  pay  him  his  account ;  and  GOD  is 
swift  in  taking  an  account :  or,  as  the  darkness  in  a  deep  sea,  covered 
by  waves  riding  on  waves,  above  which  are  clouds,  being  additions  oj 
darkness  one  over  the  other;  when  one  stretcheth  forth  his  hand,  he 
is  far  from  seeing  it.  And  unto  whomsoever  God  shall  not  grant  his 
light,  he  shall  enjoy  no  light  at  all.  Dost  thou  not  perceive  that  all 
creatures  both  in  heaven  and  earth  praise  GOD  ;  and  the  birds  also^ 
extending  their  wings?  Every  one  knoweth  his  prayer,  and  his 
praise  :  and  GoP  knoweth  that  which  they  do.  Unto  GOD  belongeth 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  and  earth  ;  and  unto  GOD  shall  be  the  return 
at  the  last  day.  Dost  thou  not  see  that  God  gently  driveth  forward 
the  clouds,  and  gathereth  them  together,  and  then  layeth  them  on 
heaps  ?  Thou  also  seest  the  rain,  which  falleth  from  the  midst 
thereof ;  and  God  sendeth  down  from  heaven  as  it  were  mountains, 
wherein  there  is  hail ;  he  striketh  therewith  whom  he  pleaseth,  and 
turneth  the  same  away  from  whom  he  pleaseth  :  che  brightness  of  his 
Ughtning  wanteth  but  little  of  taking  away  the  sight.  GOD  shifteth 
the  night,  and  the  day  :  verily  herein  is  an  instruction  unto  those  who 
have  sight.  And  GoD  hath  created  every  animal  of  water  ;  ®  one  of 
them  goeth  on  his  belly,  and  another  of  them  walketh  upon  two  feet, 
and  another  of  them  walketh  upon  four  feet :  GOD  createth  that 
which  he  pleaseth  ;  for  God  is  almighty.  Now  have  we  sent  dov*'n 
evident  signs  :  and  God  directeth  whom  he  pleaseth  into  the  right 
way.  The  hypocrites  say.  We  believe  in  God,  and  on  his  apostle  ; 
and  we  obey  them :  yet  a  part  of  them  turneth  back,  after  this  ;  but 
these  are  not  really  believers.  And  when  they  are  summoned  before 
God  and  his  apostle,  that  he  may  judge  between  them  ;  behold,  a 
part  of  them  retire  :  but  if  the  right  had  been  on  their  side,  they 
would  have  come  and  submitted  themselves  unto  him.  Is  there  an 
infirmity  in  their  hearts  ?  Do  they  doubt  ?  Or  do  they  fear  lest  GOD 
and  his  apostle  act  unjustly  towards  them  ?  But  themselves  are  the 
unjust  doers.*  The  saying  of  the  true  believers,  when  they  are  sum- 
moned before  GOD  and  his  apostle,  that  he  may  judge  between  them, 
is  no  other  than  that  they  say,  We  have  heard,  and  do  obey  :  and 
these  are  they  who  shall  prosper.  Whoever  shall  obey  GOD  and  his 
apostle,  and  shall  fear  God,  and  shall  be  devout  towards  him  ;  these 
shall  enjoy  great  felicity.  They  swear  by  God,  with  a  most  solemn 
oath,  that  if  thou  commandest  them,  they  will  go  forth  from  their 
house';  and  possessions.     Say,  Swear  not  to  a  falsehood:  obedience  is 

of  their  way,  but  deceives  them  when  they  come  near,  either  going  forward  (for  it  alua>-s 
appears  at  the  same  distance),  or  quite  vanishing. ' 

<•  That  is.  He  will  not  escape  the  notice  or  vengeance  of  GoD. 

•  This  assertion,  which  has  already  occurred  in  another  place,'^  being  not  true  in  sti"V:tness, 
the  commentators  suppose  that  by  water  is  meant  seed  ;  or  else  that  water  is  mentioned 
only  as  the  chief  cause  of  the  growth  of  animals,  and  a  considerable  and  necessary  con- 
stituent part  of  their  bodies. 

'  This  passage  was  occasioned  by  Bashir  the  hypocrite,  who,  having  a  controversy  with 
a  Jew,  appealed  to  Caah  Ebn  al  Ashraf,  whereas  ttie  Jew  appealed  to  Mohammed  ; '  or,  as 
others  tell  us,  by  Mogheira  i^bn  Wayel,  who  refused  to  submit  a  dispute  he  liad  with  Ali  to 
the  prophet's  decision.* 


Gra 


'  Vide  Q.  Curt,  de  rebus  Ale.x.  lib.  7,  et  Gol.  in  Alfrag.  p.  iii,  et  in  Adag.  Arab,  ad  calcero 
rain.  Eip.  p.  93.  *  Chaj  ter  21,  p.  243.  3  See  chapter  4,  ^   61.  •  Al  13eid4wi 
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more  requisite  :  aftd  GoD  is  well  acquainted  with  that  which  ye  do. 
Say,  Obey  GOD,  and  obey  the  aposrie  :  but  if  ye  turn  back,  verily 
it  h  expected  of  him  that  he  perform  his  duty,  and  of  you  that  ye 
perform  your  duty ;  and  if  ye  obey  him,  ye  shall  be  directed :  but  the 
duty  of  our  apostle  is  only  public  preaching^.  GOD  promiseth  unto 
such  of  you  as  believe,  and  do  good  works,  that  he  will  cause  them  to 
succeed  the  tmbelievers  in  the  earth,  as  he  caused  those  who  were  beforg 
you  to  succeed  the  infidels  of  their  timej^  and  that  he  will  establish 
for  them  their  religion  which  pleaseth  them,  and  will  change  their 
fear  into  security.  They  shall  worship  me  ;  and  shall  not  associate 
any  other  with  me.  But  whoever  shall  disbelieve  after  this  ;  they  will 
be  the  wicked  doers.  Observe  prayer,  and  give  alms,  and  obey  the 
apostle  :  that  ye  may  obtain  mercy.  Think  not  that  the  unbelievers 
shall  frustrate  the  designs  of  GOD  on  earth  :  and  their  abode  hereafter 
shall  be  hell  fire;  a  miserable  '}Q\\xx\<^y  shall  it  be  thither!  0  true 
believers,  let  your  slaves  and  those  among  you  who  shall  not  have 
attained  the  age  of  puberty,  ask  leave  of  you,  before  they  come  into 
your  presence^  XhreQ  times  in  the  day  ;^  namely,  before  the  morning 
prayer,*  and  when  ye  lay  aside  your  ganiients  at  noon,J  and  after  the 
evening  prayer.'*  These  are  the  three  times  for  you  to  be  private  :  it 
shall  be  no  crime  in  you,  or  in  \htxi\,if  they  go  in  toyoic  without  asking 
perinissio7i  after  these  times,  while  ye  are  in  frequent  attendance,  the 
one  of  you  on  the  other.  Thus  God  declareth  his  signs  unto  you; 
for  God  is  knowing  and  wise.  And  when  your  children  attain  the  age 
of  puberty,  let  them  ask  leave  to  come  i7ito  your  presence  at  all  times, 
in  the  same  manner  as  those  who  have  attained  that  age  before  them, 
ask  leave.  Thus  God  declareth  his  signs  unto  you  ;  and  God  is 
knowing  and  wise.  As  to  such  women  as  are  past  child-bearing,  who 
hope  not  to  marry  again,  becaiise  of  their  advanced  age j  it  shall  be 
no  crime  in  them,  if  they  lay  aside  their  outer  garments,  no^  showing 
their  ornaments  ;  but  if  they  abstain  from  this,  it  will  be  better  for 
them.  God  both  heareth  and  knoweth.  It  shall  be  no  crime  in  the 
blind,  nor  shall  it  be  any  crime  in  the  lame,  neither  shall  it  be  any 
crime  in  the  sick,  or  in  yourselves,  that  ye  eat  in  your  houses,'"  or  in 

«  I.e.,  As  he  caused  the  Israelites  to  dispossess  the  Canaanites,  &c. 

*  Because  there  are  certain  times  when  it  is  not  convenient,  even  for  a  domestic,  or  a  child, 
to  come  in  to  one  without  notice.  It  is  said  tliis  passage  was  revealed  on  account  of  Asma 
Bint  Morthed,  whose  servant  entered  suddenly  upon  her,  at  an  improper  time  ;  but  others  say, 
it  was  occasioned  by  Modraj  Ebn  Amru,  then  a  boy,  who,  being  sent  by  Mohammed  to  call 
Omar  to  him,  went  directly  into  the  room  where  he  was,  without  giving  notice,  and  fouiid 
him  taking  his  neon's  nap,  and  in  no  very  decent  posture  ;  at  which  Omar  was  so  ruftled, 
that  he  wished  God  would  forbid  even  their  fathers,  and  children,  to  come  in  to  them 
abruptly,  at  such  times.' 

•  Which  is  the  time  of  people's  rising  from  their  beds,  and  dressing  themselves  for  the 
day. 

'That  is,  when  ye  take  off  your  upper  garments  to  sleep  at  noon  ;  which  is  a  common 
custom  in  the  east,  and  all  warm  countries. 

^  When  yi  undress  yourselves  to  prepare  for  bed.  Al  Beidawi  adds  a  fourth  season,  when 
permission  to  enter  must  be  asked,  viz.,  at  night :  but  this  follows  of  course. 

'  See  before,  p.  266. 

■  i.e..  Where  your  wives  or  families  are  ;  or  in  the  houses  of  your  sons,  which  may  be 
looked  on  as  your  own. 

This  passage  was  designed  to  remove  some  scruples  or  superstitions  of  the  Arabs  in 
Mohammed's  dme  ;  some  of  whom  thought  their  eating  with  maimed  or  sick  people  defiled 
them  :  others  imagined  they  ought  not  to  eat  in  the  house  of  another,  though  ever  so  neajly 

'   Idem. 
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the  house  of  your  fathers,  or  the  houses  of  your  mothers,  or  in  the 
houses  of  your  brothers,  or  the  houses  of  your  sisters,  or  the  houses 
of  your  uncles  on  the  father's  side,  or  the  houses  of  your  aunts  on  the 
father's  side,  or  the  houses  of  your  uncles  on  the  mother's  side,  or  the 
houses  of  your  aunts  on  the  mother's  side,  or  in  those  houses  the  keys 
whereof  ye  have  in  your  possession,  or  iti  the  house  of  your  friend. 
It  shall  not  be  any  crime  in  you  whether  ye  eat  together,  or 
separately."  And  when  ye  enter  any  houses,  salute  one  another  °  on 
the  part  of  GOD,  with  a  blessed  and  a  welcome  salutation.  Thus  God 
declareth  his  signs  unto  you,  that  ye  may  understand.  Verily  they 
only  are  true  believers,  who  believe  in  GOD  and  his  apostle,  and  when 
they  are  assembled  with  him  on  any  affair,?  depart  not,  until  they 
have  obtained  leave  of  him.  Verily  they  who  ask  leave  of  thee,  are 
those  who  believe  in  God  and  his  apostle.  When  therefore  they  ask 
leave  of  thee  to  depart^  on  account  of  any  business  of  their  own, 
grant  leave  unto  such  of  them  as  thou  shalt  think  fit,  and  ask  pardon 
for  them  of  GOD  ;  <l  for  GOD  is  gracious  and  merciful.  Let  not  the 
calling  of  the  apostle  be  esteemed  among  you,  as  your  calling  the  one 
to  the  other.^  God  knoweth  such  of  you  as  privately  withdraw  them 
selves /r(9;;2  the  assembly^  taking  shelter  behind  one  another.  But  bt 
those  who  withstand  his  command,  take  heed  ;  lest  some  calamity 
befall  them  in  this  world,  or  9,  grievous  punishment  be  inflicted  on 
them  in  the  life  to  come.  Doth  not  whatever  is  in  heaven  and  on 
earth  belong  unto  GOD  ?  He  well  knoweth  what  ye  are  about :  and 
on  a  certain  day  they  shall  be  assembled  before  him  ;  and  he  shall 
declare  unto  them  that  which  they  have  done  ;  for  God  knov/eth  all 
things. 

related  to  them,  or  though  they  were  entrusted  w  ith  the  key  and  care  of  the  hou.>e  in  the 
master's  absence,  and  might  therefore  conclude  it  would  be  no  offence  ;  and  others  declined 
eating  with  their  friends  though  invited,  lest  they  should  be  burthensome.'  The  whole 
passage  seems  to  be  no  more  than  a  declaration  that  the  things  scrupled  were  perfectly 
innocent ;  however,  the  commentators  say  it  is  now  abrogated,  and  that  it  related  only  to  the 
old  Arabs,  in  the  infancy  of  Mohammedism. 

"  As  the  tribe  of  Leith  thought  it  unlawful  for  a  man  to  eat  alone ;  and  some  of  the 
Anstrs,  if  they  had  a  guest  with  them,  never  ate  but  in  his  company  ;  so  there  were  others 
who  refused  to  eat  with  any,  out  of  a  superstitious  caution  lest  they  should  be  defiled,  or 
out  of  a  hoggish  greediness. * 

o  Literally  yourselves  ;  that  is,  according  to  al  Beid&wi,  the  people  of  the  house,  to  whoir 
ve  are  united  by  the  ties  of  blood,  and  by  the  common  bond  of  religion.  And  if  there  be 
nobody  in  the  house,  says  Jallalo'ddin,  salute  yourselves,  and  say,  Peace  be  on  us,  and  on 
the  righteous  servants  of  God :  for  the  angels  will  return  your  salutation. 

P  As,  at  public  prayers,  or  a  solemn  feast,  or  at  council,  or  on  a  military  expedition. 

q  Because  such  departure,  though  with  leave,  ar.d  on  a  reasonable  e.\cuse,  is  a  kind  o\ 
failure  in  t'^e  exact  performance  of  their  duty  ;  seeing  they  prefer  their  temporal  affairs  to  tht 
advancemeiit  of  the  true  religion. 3 

»  These  words  are  variously  interpreted  :  for  their  meaning  may  be,  either.  Make  noV 
light  of  the  apostle's  summons,  as  ye  would  of  another  person's  of  equal  condition  with 
yourselves,  by  not  obeying  it,  or  by  departing  out  of,  or  coming  into,  his  presence  without 
leave  first  obtained  ;  or,  Think  not  that  when  the  apostle  calls  upon  God  in  praj-er,  it  is  with 
him,  as  with  j'ou,  when  ye  prefer  a  petition  to  a  superior,  who  sometimes  grants,  but  as 
often  denies,  your  suit ;  or.  Call  not  to  the  apostle,  a.s  ye  do  to  one  another,  that  is,  by  name, 
or  familiarly  and  with  a  loud  voice ;  but  make  use  of  some  honourable  compellation,  as,  0 
ipostle  of  God,  or,  O  prophet  of  God,  and  speak  in  an  humble  modest  manner.* 

*  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin.  '  lidem.  ^  p^  IJeidawi.  ♦  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin,  &C 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

ENTITLED    AL   FORKAN ;   REVEALED   AT   MECCA. 

IN    THE   NAME   OF  THE   MOST   MERCIFUL   GOD. 

BLESSED  be  he  who  hath  revealed  the  Forkan*  unto  his  servant, 
that  he  may  be  a  preacher  unto  all  creatures  :  unto  whom 
helongeth  the  kingdom  of  heaven  and  of  earth  :  who  hath  begotten 
no  issue  ;  and  hath  no  partner  in  his  kingdom  :  who  hath  created  all 
things  ;  and  disposed  the  same  according  to  his  determinate  will. 
Yet  have  they  taken  othe}'  gods  besides  him  ;  Avhich  have  created 
nothing,  but  are  themselves  created,*^  and  are  able  neither  to  avert 
evil  from,  nor  to  procure  good  unto  themselves ;  and  have  not  the 
power  of  death,  or  of  life,  or  of  raising  the  dead.  And  the  unbelievers 
say,  This  Kordn  is  no  other  than  a  forgery  which  he  hath  contrived  ; 
and  other  people  have  assisted  him  therein  :"  but  they  utter  an  unjust 
thing,  and  a  falsehood.  They  also  say,  These  are  fables  of  the 
ancients,  which  he  hath  caused  to  be  written  down  ;  and  they  are 
dictated  unto  him  morning  and  evening.  Say,  He  hath  revealed  it, 
who  knoweth  the  secrets  in  heaven  and  earth  :  verily  he  is  gracious 
a7id  merciful.  And  they  say,  What  kiitd  of  apostle  is  this?  He 
eateth  food,  and  walketh  in  the  streets,^  iTJ"  we  do :  unless  an  angel 
be  sent  down  unto  him,  and  become  a  fellow  preacher  with  him  ;  or 
unless  a  treasure  be  cast  down  unto  him  ;  or  he  have  a  garden,  of  the 
fruit  whereof  he  may  eat  ;  ivc  will  not  believe.  The  ungodly  also 
say.  Ye  follow  no  other  than  a  man  who  is  distracted.  Behold,  what 
they  liken  thee  unto.  But  they  are  deceived  ;  neither  can  they^Vz^/  a 
just  occasijn  to  reproach  thee.  Blessed  be  he,  who,  if  he  pleaseth, 
will  make  for  thee  a  better  p7-ovisio7t  than  this  which  they  speak  of, 
namely,  gardens  through  which  rivers  flow  :  and  he  will  provide  thee 
palaces.  But  they  reject  the  belief  of  the  hour  of  judgment^  as  a 
falsehood  :  and  we  have  prepared  for  him,  who  shall  reject  the  belief 
of  that  hour,  burning  fire  ;  when  it  shall  see  them  from  a  di«;tant 
place,  they  shall  hear  it  furiously  raging,  and  roaring.  And  when 
they  shall  be  cast  bound  together  into  a  strait  place  thereof,  they 
shall  there  call  for  death  :  biit  it  shall  be  answered  them,  Call  not  this 
day  for  one  death,  but  call  for  many  deaths.  Say,  Is  this  better,  or 
a  garden  of  eternal  duration,  which  is  promised  unto  the  pious  ?     It 

Which  is  one  of  the  names  of  the  Koran.     See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect  IIL  p.  44. 
'  Being  either  the  heavenly  bodies,  or  idols,  the  worics  of  men's  hands. 
'•  See  chapter  to,  p.  203.     It  is  SMpposed  the  Jews  are  particularly  intended  in  this   place; 
because  they  used  to  repeat  passages  of  ancient  history  to  Mohammed,  on  which  he  used  to 
discourse  and  make  observations.' 

«  Being  subject  to  the  same  wants  and  infirmities  of  nature,  and  obliged  to  submit  to  the 
same  low  means  of  supporting  himself  and  his  family,  with  ourselves.  The  Meccans  wens 
acquainted  with  Mohammed,  and  with  his  circumstances  and  way  of  life,  too  well  to  change 
Uieir  old  familiarity  into  the  reverence  due  to  the  messenger  of  GoD  :  for  a  prophet  hath  no 
ooaour  in  his  own  country, 

'  Al  Beidlwi. 
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shall  ho. given  unlo  them  for  a  reward,  and  a  retreat:  therein  shall 
they  have  whatever  they  please  ;  continuing  in  the  same  for  ever. 
This  is  a  promise  to  be  demanded  at  the  hands  of  thy  LORD.  On 
a  certain  day  he  shall  assemble  them,  and  whatever  they  worship, 
besides  God  ;  and  shall  say  imto  the  worshipped^  Did  ye  seduce 
these  my  servants  ;  or  did  they  wander  of  themselves  from  the  rigJit 
way.''  They  shall  answer,  GOD  forbid!  It  was  not  fitting  for  us, 
that  we  should  take  any  protectors  besides  thee  :  but  thou  didst 
permit  them  and  their  fathers  to  enjoy  abundance  ;  so  that  they  forgot 
thy  admonition,  and  became  lost  people.  And  God  shall  say  unto 
their  worshippers^  Now  hav^e  these  convinced  you  of  falsehood,  in 
that  which  ye  say  :  they  can  neither  avert  yonr  pjtnisJinient^  "cvox  give 
yo7i  any  assistance.  And  whoever  of  you  shall  be  guilty  of  injustice, 
him  will  we  cause  to  taste  a  grievous  torment.  We  have  sent  no 
messengers  before  thee,  but  they  ate  food,  and  walked  through  the 
streets  :  and  we  make  some  of  you  an  occasion  of  trial  unto  others.  > 
Will  ye  persevere  with  patience .''  since  your  Lord  regardeth  yo7(r 
perseverance.  (XIX.)  They  wno  hope  not  to  meet  us  at  the  resiir- 
7'ection  say,  Unless  the  angels  be  sent  down  unto  us,  or  we  see  our 
Lord  himself,  we  will  Jiot  believe.  Verily  they  behave  themselves 
arrogantly;  and  have  transgressed  with  an  enormous  transgression. 
The  day  whereon  they  shall  see  the  angels,*  there  shall  be  no  glad 
tidings  on  that  day  for  the  wicked  ;  and  they  shall  say,  Be  this 
removed  far  from  us  !  and  we  will  come  unto  the  work  which  they 
shall  have  wrought,  and  we  will  make  it  as  dust  scattered  abroad. 
On  that  day  shall  they  who  are  destined  to  paradise  be  more  happy 
m  an  abode,  and  have  a  preferable  place  of  repose  at  noon.**  On 
that  day  the  heaven  shall  be  cloven  in  sunder  by  the  clouds,  and  the 
angels  shall  be  sent  down,  descending  visibly  therein}^  On  that  day 
the  kingdom  shall  of  right  belong  wholly  unto  the  Merciful ;  and 
that  day  shall  be  grievous  for  the  unbelievers.  On  that  day,  the 
unjust  person  <^  shall  bite  his  \\2inds  for  anguish  and  despair,  and  shdXX 

y  Giving  occasion  of  envy,  repining,  and  malice  ;  to  the  poor,  mean,  and  sick,  for  example, 
when  they  compare  tlieir  own  condition  with  that  of  the  rich,  the  noble,  and  those  who  aie 
in  health  :  and  trying  the  people  to  whom  prophets  are  sent,  by  those  prophets.' 

*  viz.,  At  their  death,  or  at  the  resurrection. 

»  For  the  business  of  the  day  of  judgment  will  be  over  by  that  time  ;  and  the  blessed  will 
pass  their  noon  in  paradise,  and  the  damned  in  hell.- 

^  i.e..  They  shall  part  and  make  v/ay  for  the  clouds  which  shall  descend  with  the  angels, 
bearing  the  books  wherein  every  man's  actions  are  recorded. 

c  It  is  supposed  by  some  that  these  words  particularly  relate  to  Okba  Ebn  Abi  Moait,  who 
nsed  to  be  much  in  Mohammed's  company,  and  having  once  invited  him  to  an  entertainment, 
the  prophet  refused  to  taste  of  his  meat  unless  he  would  profess  Islflm  ;  which  accordingly 
he  did.  Soon  after,  Okba,  meeting  Obba  Ebn  Khalf,  hii  intimate  friend,  and  being 
reproached  by  him  for  changing  his  religion,  assured  him  that  he  had  not,  but  had  only  pro- 
nounced the  profession  of  faith  to  engage  Mohammed  to  eat  with  him,  because  he  could  not 
for  shame  let  him  go  out  of  his  house  without  eating.  However,  Obba  protested  that  he 
woidd  not  be  satisfied,  unless  he  went  to  Mohammed,  and  set  hi^  foot  on  his  neck,  and  spil 
in  his  face  :  which  Oklia,  rather  than  break  with  his  friend,  performed  in  the  public  hall, 
where  he  found  Mohanmied  sitting  ;  whereupon  the  prophet  told  him  that  if  ever  he  met 
him  out  of  Mecca,  he  would  cut  oft'  his  head.  And  he  was  as  good  as  his  word  ;  for  Okba, 
being  afterwards  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Bedr,  had  his  head  struck  off  by  Ali  al 
Mohammed's  connnand.  As  for  Obba,  he  received  a  wound  from  the  prophet's  own  hand, 
at  the  battle  of  Ohod,  of  which  he  died  at  his  return  to  Mecca.^ 

'  Idem,  Jallnl  ^  I  idem,  '  A'  Beidawi.   Vide  Gagnier,  Vie  de  M.ihom.  vol    i, 
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say,  O  that  I  had  taken  the  way  of  truth  with  the  apostle  !  Alas  for 
me  !  O  that  I  had  not  taken  such  a  one'^  for  7ny  friend  !  He  seduced 
me  from  the  admonition  of  God,  after  it  had  come  unto  me  :  for  the 
devil  is  the  betrayer  of  man.  And  the  apostle  shall  say,  O  LORD, 
verily  my  people  esteemed  this  Koran  to  be  a  vain  composition.  In 
like  manner  did  we  ordain  unto  every  prophet  an  enemy  from  among 
the  wicked  :  but  thy  Lord  is  a  sufficient  director,  and  defender.  The 
unbelievers  say.  Unless  the  Koran  be  sent  down  unto  him  entire  at 
once,*  ive  will  not  believe.  But  in  this  manner  have  ive  7-evealed  it^ 
*  that  we  might  confirm  thy  heart  thereby,^  and  we  have  dictated  it 
gradually,  by  distinct  parcels.  They  shall  not  come  unto  thee  with 
any  strange  question  ;  but  we  will  bring  thee  the  truth  in  answer, 
and  a  most  excellent  interpretation.  They  who  shall  be  dragged  on 
their  faces  into  hell,  shall  be  in  the  worst  condition,  and  shall  stray 
most  widely  from  the  way  of  salvation.  We  heretofore  delivered 
unto  Moses  the  book  of  the  law;  and  we  appointed  him  Aaron  his 
brother  for  a  counsellor.  And  we  said  imto  them,  Go  ye  to  the 
people  who  charge  our  signs  with  falsehood.  And  we  destroyed  them 
with  a  signal  destruction.  A7id  7'emember  the  people  of  Noah,  when 
they  accused  otir  apostles  of  imposture  :  we  drowned  them,  and 
made  them  a  sign  unto  mankind.  And  we  have  prepared  for  the 
unjust  a  painful  torment.  Re77ie77iber  also  Ad,  and  Thamud,  and 
those  who  dwelt  at  al  Rass  ;s  and  many  other  generations,  within 
\}i\\s  period.  Unto  each  ^ ///^;;z  did  we  propound  examples ybr //^^2> 
ad77io7iitio7i;  and  each  of  the77i  did  we  destroy  with  an  7itter  de- 
struction. The  Koreish  have  passed  f7'eqtie7itly  near  the  city  which 
was  rained  on  by  a  fatal  rain  :'*  have  they  not  seen  where  it  once 

<  According  to  the  preceding  note,  this  was  Obba  Ebn  Khalf. 

•  As  were  the  Pentateuch,  Psalms,  and  Gospel,  according  to  the  Mohammedan  notion 
whereas  it  was  twenty-three  years  before  the  Koran  was  completely  revealed.' 

'  Both  to  infuse  courage  and  constancy  into  thy  mind,  and  to  strengthen  thy  memory 
and  understanding.  For,  say  the  commentators,  the  prophet's  receiving  the  divine  direction, 
from  time  to  time,  how  to  behave,  and  to  speak,  on  any  emergency,  and  the  frequent  visits 
of  the  an<^el  Gabriel,  greatly  encouraged  and  supported  him  under  all  his  difficulties :  and 
the  revealing  of  the  Kor&n  by  degrees  was  a  great,  and,  to  him,  a  necessary  help  for  his 
retaining  and  understanding  it ;  which  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  him  to  have  done, 
with  any  exactness,  had  it  been  revealed  at  once  ;  Mohammed's  case  being  entirely  different 
from  that  of  Moses,  David,  and  Jesus,  who  could  all  read  and  write,  whereas  he  was 
perfectly  illiterate.' 

c  The  commentators  are  at  a  loss  where  to  place  al  Rass.  According  to  one  opinion  it  was 
the  name  of  a  well  (as  the  word  signifies)  near  Midian,  about  which  some  idolaters  having 
fi.xed  their  habitations,  the  prophet  Shoaib  was  sent  to  preach  to  them  ;  but  they  not 
believing  on  him,  the  well  fell  in,  and  they  and  their  houses  were  all  swallowed  up. 
Another  supposes  it  to  have  been  a  town  in  Yamfima,  where  a  remnant  of  the  Thamfldites 
settled,  to  whom  a  prophet  was  also  sent ;  but  they  slaying  him,  were  utterly  destroyed. 
Another  thinks  it  was  a  well  near  Antioch,  where  Habib  al  Najjar  (whose  tomb  is  still  to  be 
seen  there,  being  frequently  visited  by  the  Mohammedans)  was  martyred. 3  And  a  fourth 
takes  al  Rass  to  be  a  well  in  Hadramaut,  by  which  dwelt  some  idolatrous  Thamudites, 
whose  prophet  was  Handha,  or  Khantala  (for  I  find  the  name  written  both  ways)  Ebn 
Safwan.^  These  people  v/ere  first  annoyed  by  certain  monstrous  birds,  called  Anka,  which 
lodged  in  the  mountain  above  Chem,  and  used  to  snatch  away  their  children,  when  they 
wanted  other  prey  :  but  this  calamity  was  so  far  from  humbling  them,  that  on  their  prophet's 
calling  down  a  judgment  upon  them,  they  killed  him,  and  were  all  destroyed.^ 

^  viz.,  Sodom;  for  the  Koreish  often  passed  by  the  place  where  it  once  stood,  in  the 
iourneys  they  took  to  Syria  for  the  sake  of  trade. 

See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  III.  p.  50,  &c.  2  Al  Eeidawi,  ^c,  '  Abu'lf  Geog. 

Vide  Vit.  Saladini  p.  8d  *  See  chapter  22.  p.  254,  note  1  5  Al  Beidawi,  Jal- 

lalo'ddin. 
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stood  f  Yet  have  they  not  dreaded  the  resurrection.  When  they  see 
thee,  they  will  receive  thee  only  with  scoffing,  saying,  Is  this  he,  whom 
God  hath  sent  as  his  apostle  ?  Verily  he  had  almost  drawn  us  aside 
from  the  worship  of  our  gods  ;  if  we  had  not  firmly  persevered  in  oicr 
devotion  towards  them.  But  they  shall  know  hereafter,  when  they 
shall  see  the  punishment  prepared  for  them,  who  hath  strayed  more 
widely  from  the  right  path.  What  thinkest  thou  ?  He  who  taketh 
his  lust  for  his  god  ;  canst  thou  be  his  guardian  ?»  Dost  thou  imagine 
that  the  greater  part  of  them  hear,  or  understand?  They  are  no 
other  than  like  the  t7'ute  cattle  ;  yea,  they  stray  more  widely  from  the 
true  path.  Dost  thou  not  consider  the  works  of  thy  LORD,  how  he 
stretcheth  forth  the  shadow  lufore  sunrise  ?  If  he  had  pleased,  he 
would  have  made  it  immovable  for  ever.  Then  we  cause  the  sun  to 
rise,  and  to  show  the  same  ;  a7ul  afterwards  we  contract  it  by  an  easy 
and  gradual  contraction.  It  is  he  who  hath  ordained  the  night  to 
cover  you  as  a  garment ;  and  sleep  to  give  you  rest ;  and  hath 
ordained  the  day  for  waking.  It  is  he  who  sendeth  the  winds,  driving 
abroad  the  pregnant  clouds,  as  the  forerunners  of  his  mercy  •}  and 
we  send  down  pure  water''  from  heaven,  that  we  may  thereby  revive 
a  dead  countryj  and  give  to  drink  thereof  unto  what  we  have  created, 
both  of  cattle  and  men,  in  great  numbers  ;  ^  and  we  distribute  the 
same  among  them  at  various  times,  that  they  may  consider  :  but  the 
greater  part  of  men  refuse  to  consider,  only  out  of  ingratitude.™  If 
we  had  pleased,  we  had  sent  a  preacher  unto  every  city  :  ■•  wherefore 
do  not  thou  obey  the  unbelievers ;  but  oppose  them  herewith,  with  a 
strong  opposition.  It  is  he  who  hath  let  loose  the  two  seas  ;  this 
fresh  and  sweet,  and  that  salt  and  bitter  :  and  hath  placed  between 
them  a  bar,"  and  a  bound  which  cannot  be  passed.  It  is  he  wha 
hath  created  man  of  water  ;  P  and  hath  made  him  to  bear  the  dojibh 
7'elation  of  consanguinity  and  affinity ;  for  the  LORD  is  powerful. 
They  worship,  besides  God,  that  which  can  neither  profit  them  nor 
hurt  them  :  and  the  unbeliever  is  an  assistant  of  the  devil  against  his 
Lord.*!  We  have  sent  thee  to  be  no  other  than  a  bearer  of  good 
tidings,  and  a  denouncer  of  threats.     Say,  I  ask   not   of  you   any 


1  i.e..  Dost  thou  expect  to  reclaim  such  a  one  from  idolatry  and  infidelity? 

)  See  chapter  7,  p.  no.  There  is  the  same  various  reading  here  as  is  mentioned  in  the 
notes  to  that  passage. 

■«  Properly,  purifying  water  ;  which  epithet  may  perhaps  refer  to  the  cleansing  quality  of 
that  element,  of  so  great  use  both  on  religious  and  on  common  occasions. 

'  That  is,  To  such  as  live  in  the  dry  deserts,  and  are  obliged  to  drink  rain-water  ;  which 
the  inhabitants  of  towns,  and  places  well-watered,  have  no  occasion  to  do. 

**  Or,  out  of  inftdelity :  for  the  old  Arabs  used  to  think  themselves  indebted  for  their 
rains,  not  to  God,  but  to  the  influence  of  some  particular  stars. 

n  And  had  not  given  thee,  O  Mohammed,  the  honour  and  trouble  of  being  a  preacher  to 
the  whole  world  in  general. 

"  To  keep  them  asunder,  and  prevent  their  mixing  witn  each  otner.  The  original  word  is 
harzakh  ;  which  has  been  already  explained.  ^ 

p  With  which  Adam's  primitive  clay  was  mixed  ;  or,  of  seed.     See  chapter  2^,  p.  268. 

<t  Joining  with  him  in  his  rebellion  and  infidelity.  Some  ihink  Abu  Jahl  is  particularly 
struck  at  in  tliis  passage.  The  words  may  also  be  translated.  The  unhelicver  is  contemptibu 
i«  tlie  si g Jit  oj  his  Lord. 

See  the  Prelim.  Disc,  Sect,  1,  p,  a,.  ^  In  not,  ad  cap,  23,  p,  261 
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reward  for  this  my  preaching ;  besides  the  conversion  of  him  who  shall 
desire  to  take  the  way  unto  his  Lord.*  And  do  thou  trust  in  him  who 
liveth,  and  dieth  not ;  and  celebrate  his  praise  :  (he  is  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  the  faults  of  his  servants  :)  who  hath  created  the 
heavens  and  the  earth,  and  whatever  is  between  them,  in  six  days  ;  and 
then  ascended  his  throne  ;  the  Merciful.  Ask  now  the  knowing  con- 
cerning him.  When  it  is  said  unto  the  unbelievers^  Adore  the  Merciful ; 
they  reply,  And  who  is  the  Merciful  ?^  Shall  we  adore  that  which  thou 
commandest  us  ?  And  \\{\s  precept  causeth  them  to  fly  the  i^sitx  from 
the  faith.  Blessed  be  he  who  hath  placed  the  twelve  signs  in  the 
heavens  ;  and  hath  placed  therein  a  lamp°  by  day,  and  the  moon  which 
shineth  by  flight  f  It  is  he  who  hath  ordained  the  night  and  the  day 
to  succeed  each  other,  for  the  observation  of  him  who  will  consider, 
or  desireth  to  show  his  gratitude.  The  servants  of  the  Merciful  are 
those  who  walk  meekly  on  the  earth,  and,  when  the  ignorant  speak 
unto  them,  answer,  Peace  :**  and  who  pass  the  night  adoring  their  Lord, 
and  standing  up  to  pray  tmto  him;  and  who  say,  O  Lord,  avert  from 
us  the  torment  of  hell,  for  the  torment  thereof  is  perpetual  ;  verily  the 
same  is  a  miserable  abode,  and  a  wretched  station  :  and  who,  when 
they  bestow,  are  neither  profuse  nor  niggardly  ;  but  observe  a  just 
medium  between  these  ;®  and  who  invoke  not  another  god  together  with 
the  true  GOD  ;  neither  slay  the  soul,  which  GOD  hath  forbidden  to  be 
slain,  unless  for  a  just  cause  :  and  who  are  not  guilty  of  fornication. 
But  he  who  shall  do  this,  shall  meet  the  reward  of  his  wickedness  :  his 
punishment  shall  be  doubled  unto  him  on  the  day  of  resurrection  ;  and 
he  shall  remain  therein,  covered  with  igrvoxnmy ,  for  ever :  except  him 
who  shall  repent,  and  believe,  and  shall  work  a  righteous  work  ;  unto 
them  will  GOD  change  \hG.\r  former  evils  into  good  ;^  for  GoD  is  ready 
to  forgive,  and  merciful.  And  whoever  repenteth,  and  doth  that  which 
is  right ;  verily  he  turneth  unto  God  with  an  acceptable  conversion. 
And  they  who  do  not  bear  false  witness  ;  and  when  they  pass  by  vain 
discourse,  pass  by  the  same  with  decency  :  and  who,  when  they  are 
admonished  by  the  signs  of  their  LORD,  fall  not  down  as  if  they  were 
deaf  and  blind,  but  stand  up  and  are  attentive  thereto  :  and  who  say, 
O  Lord,  grant  us  of  our  wives  and  our  off'spring  such  as  may  be  the 
satisfaction  of  our  eyes ;  and  make  us  patterns  unto  those  who  fear 
thee.  These  shall  be  rewarded  with  the  highest  apartments  in  paradise, 
because  they  have  persevered  with  constancy  ;  and  they  shall  meet 
therein  with  greeting  and  salutation  ;  they  shall  remain  in  the  same  for 
ever  :  it  shall  be  an  excellent  abode  and  a  delightful  station.    Say,  My 

»  Seeking  to  draw  near  unto  him,  by  embracing  the  religion  taught  by  me  his  apostle ;  which 
is  the  best  return  I  expect  from  you  for  my  labours.  1  The  passage,  however,  is  capable  of 
another  meaning,  viz.,  that  Mohammed  desires  none  to  give,  but  him  who  shall  contribute 
freely  and  voluntarily  towards  the  advancement  of  God's  true  religion. 

•>  See  chapter  17,  p.  237. 

'  i.e.y  The  sun. 

^  This  is  intended  here  not  as  a  salutation,  but  as  a  waiving  all  farther  discourse  and  commu- 
nication with  the  idolaters. 

•  See  chapter  17,  p.  230. 

5  Blotting  out  their  former  rebellion,  on  their  repentance,  and  confirming  and  increasing  theii 
faith  and  obedience.  ^ 

*  A]  Beidawi.  '  Idem. 


2  7^  AL  KORAN,  chap.  xxvi. 

Lord  is  not  solicitous  on  your  account,  if  ye  do  not  invoke  him  :  ye 

have  already  charged  his  apostle  with  imposture ;  but  hereafter  shall 
there  be  a  lasting  punishment  infiicted  on  ycu. 


CHAPTER   XXVI. 
e::titled,  the  poets  ;«  revealed  at  mecc\> 

IN   THE   NAME  OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL  GOD. 

np  S.  M.^  These  are  the  signs  of  the  perspicuous  book.  Perad venture 
■*■  •  thou  afilictest  thyself  unto  death,  lest  the  Meccans  become  not 
true  believers.  If  we  pleased,  we  could  send  do%\Ti  unto  them  a  con- 
vincing sign  from  heaven,  unto  which  their  necks  would  humbly  submit 
But  there  cometh  unto  them  no  admonition  from  the  Merciful,  being 
newly  revealed  as  occasions  require,  but  they  turn  aside  from  the  same ; 
and  they  have  charged  //  with  falsehood  :  but  a  message  shall  come 
unto  them,  which  they  shall  not  laugh  to  scorn.  Do  they  not  behold 
the  earth,  how  many  vegetables  we  cause  to  spring  up  therein,  of  every 
noble  species  ?  \'erily  herein  is  a  sign  :  but  the  greater  part  of  them 
do  not  believe.  \'erily  thy  LORD  is  the  mighty,  the  merciful  God.  Re- 
fneniber  when  thy  LORD  called  Moses,  saying,  Go  to  the  unjust  people, 
the  people  of  Pharaoh  ;  will  they  not  dread  me  ?  Moses  answered,  O 
Lord,  verily  I  fear  lest  they  accuse  me  of  falsehood,  and  lest  my  breast 
become  straitened,  and  my  tongue  be  not  ready  in  speaking  :^  send 
therefore  unto  Aaron,  to  be  my  assistant.  Also  they  have  a  crime  to  object 
igainst  me  ■}  and  I  fear  they  will  put  me  to  death.  God  said,  They 
'Jiall  by  no  means  put  thee  to  death  :  wherefore  go  ye  with  our  signs ; 
for  we  will  be  ^%'ith  you,  and  will  hear  what  passes  between  you  and 
them.  Go  ye  therefore  unto  Pharaoh,  and  say.\'erily  we  are  the  apostle™ 
of  the  Lord  of  all  creatures  :  send  away  with  us  the  children  of  Israel 
And  when  they  had  delivered  their  message,  Pharaoh  answered,  Have 
we  not  brought  thee  up  among  us,  wlien  a  child ;  and  hast  thou  not 
dwelt  among  us  for  several  years  of  thy  life  ?°  Yet  hast  thou  done  thy 

s  Tne  chapter  bean  this  inscription  because  at  the  conclusion  of  it  the  Arabian  poets  an 
severely  censured. 

^  Hie  five  last  verses,  be^nning  at  these  wcwtls.  And  thowe  wh»  errfoUow  tht  Poets,  Sx-, 
some  take  to  have  been  revealed  at  Medina. 

«  See  the  Prelim.  Disc  Sect.  III.  p.  46,  &c. 

k  Se«  chap.  20,  p.  257. 

•  \-iz..  The  having  killed  an  Egyptian.  1 

*  The  word  is  in  the  sing^olar  number  in  the  original ;  for  which  the  commentators  give  sevenl 
reasons. 

°  It  is  said  that  Moses  dwelt  airiong  the  Egyptians  thirty  years,  and  then  went  to  Midian, 
where  he  stayed  ten  years ;  after  which  he  returned  to  Egypt,  and  spent  thirty  years  in  eo* 
deavouring  10  convert  them  ;  and  that  he  lived  after  the  drowning  of  Pharaoh  fifty  years.' 

I  Sec  cap   aS.         *  AI  Bcidawi 
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deed  which  thou  hast  done :  and  thou  art  an  ungrateful  person.  Moses 
replied,  I  did  it  indeed,  and  I  was  one  of  those  who  erred  ;°  wherefore 
I  fled  from  you,  because  I  feared  you  :  but  my  Lord  hath  bestowed 
«n  me  wisdom,  and  hath  appointed  me  one  of  his  apostles.  And  this 
is  the  favour  which  thou  hast  bestowed  on  me,  that  thou  hast  enslaved 
the  children  of  Israel.  Pharaoh  said,  And  who  is  the  Lord  of  all 
creatures  .'*  Moses  answered,  The  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  of 
whatever  is  between  them  :  if  ye  are  men  of  sagacity.  Pharaoh  said 
unto  those  who  were  about  him.  Do  ye  not  hear  ?  Moses  said.  Your 
Lord,  and  the  Lord  of  your  forefathers.  Pharaoh  said  unto  those  who 
were  present^  Your  apostle,  who  is  sent  unto  you,  is  certainly  distracted."* 
Moses  said,  The  Lord  of  the  east,  and  of  the  west,  and  of  whatever  is 
between  them ;  if  ye  are  men  of  understanding.  Pharaoh  said  unto 
him.  Verily  if  thou  take  any  god  besides  me,^  I  will  make  thee  one  of 
those  who  are  imprisoned."^  Moses  answered.  What,  although  I  come 
unto  you  with  a  convincing  miracle  ?  Pharaoh  replied,  Produce  it, 
therefore,  if  thou  speakest  truth.  And  he  cast  down  his  rod,  and  be- 
hold, it  became  a  visible  serpent :  and  he  drew  forth  his  hand  otit  of  his 
bosom;  and  behold,  it  appeared  white  unto  the  spectators.  Pharaoh 
said  unto  the  princes  who  were  about  him,  Verily  this  man  is  a  skilful 
magician  :  he  seeketh  to  dispossess  you  of  your  land  by  his  sorcery  ; 
what  therefore  do  ye  direct }  They  answered,  Delay  him  and  his 
brother  by  good  words  for  a  time;  and  send  through  the  cities  7nen  to 
assemble  and  bring  unto  thee  every  skilful  magician.  So  the  magicians 
were  assembled  at  an  appointed  time,  on  a  solemn  day.  And  it  was 
said  unto  the  people.  Are  ye  assembled  together  ?  Perhaps  we  may 
follow  the  magicians,  if  they  do  get  the  victory.  And  when  the  magi- 
cians were  come,  they  said  unto  Pharaoh,  Shall  we  certainly  receive 
a  reward,  if  we  do  get  the  victory?  He  answered,  Yea  ;  and  ye  shall 
surely  be  of  those  who  approach  my  person.  Moses  said  unto  them, 
Cast  down  what  ye  are  about  to  cast  down.  Wherefore  they  cast  down 
their  ropes  and  their  rods,  and  said.  By  the  might  of  Pharaoh,  verily 
we  shall  be  the  conquerors.  And  Moses  cast  down  his  rod,  and  behold, 
it  swallowed  up  that  which  they  had  caused  falsely  to  appear  changed 
into  serpents.  Whereupon  the  magicians  prostrated  themselves,  wor- 
shipping, and  said.  We  believe  in  the  Lord  of  all  creatures,  the  Lord 
of  Moses  and  of  Aaron.  Pharaoh  said  unto  them,  Have  ye  believed 
on  him,  before  I  have  given  you  permission  ?     Verily  he  is  your  chief, 

who  hath  taught  you  magic  :'  bu^;  hereafter  ye  shall  surely  know  7ny 

* 

0  Having  killed  the  Egyptian  undesignedly. 

P  Pharaoh,  it  seems,  thought  Moses  had  given  but  wild  answers  to  his  question ;  for  he 
wanted  to  know  the  person  and  true  nature  of  the  God  whose  messenger  Moses  pretended  to 
be  ;  whereas  he  spoke  of  his  works  only.  And  because  this  answer  gave  so  little  satisfaction 
to  the  king,  he  is  therefore  supposed  by  some  to  have  been  a  Dahrite,  or  one  who  believed  the 
eternity  of  the  world. 3 

1  From  this  and  a  parallel  expression  in  the  twenty-eighth  chapter,  it  is  inferred  that  Pharaoh 
claimed  the  worship  of  his  subjects,  as  due  to  his  supreme  power. 

'  These  words,  says  at  Beid-awi,  were  a  more  terrible  menace  than  if  he  had  said  /  wSli 
ifnpyison  thee ;  and  gave  Moses  to  understand  that  he  must  expect  to  keep  company  with  those 
wretches  whom  the  tyrant  had  thrown,  as  was  his  custom,  into  a  deeo  dungeon,  where  they 
remained  till  they  died. 

'  But  Kps  reserved  the  most  efficacious  secrets  to  himself.* 

•  Idem.         *  Idem. 
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power.  \  will  cut  off  your  hands  and  your  feet,  on  the  opposite  sides, 
and  I  will  crucify  you  all.  They  answered,  //  will  be  no  harm  unto  us; 
for  we  shall  return  urito  our  Lord.  We  hope  that  our  Lord  will  forgive 
us  our  sins,  since  we  are  the  first  who  have  believed.*  And  we  spake  by 
revelation  unto  yiosts^ sayings  March  forth  with  my  servants  by  night; 
for  ye  will  be  pursued.  And  Pharaoh  sent  officers  through  the  cities  to 
assemble  y^r^^j,  saying.  Verily  these  are  a  small  company  ;  and  they 
are  enraged  against  us  :  but  we  are  a  multitude  well  provided.  So  we 
caused  them  to  quit  />^^/r  gardens,  and  fountains,  and  treasures,  and  fair 
dwellings  :  thus  did  we  do;  and  we  made  the  children  of  Israel  to  in- 
herit the  same."  And  they  pursued  them  at  sunrise.  And  when  the 
two  armies  were  come  in  sight  of  each  other,  the  companions  of  Moses 
said,  We  shall  surely  be  overtaken.  Moses  answered,  By  no  means  •. 
for  my  LORD  is  with  me,  who  will  surely  direct  me.  And  we  com- 
manded Moses  by  revelation,  saying,  Smite  the  sea  with  thy  rod.  And 
when  he  had  smitten  it,  it  became  divided  into  twelve  parts,  between 
which  were  as  many  paths,  and  every  part  was  like  a  vast  mountain. 
And  we  drew  thither  the  others  ;  and  we  delivered  Moses  and  all  those 
who  were  with  him  :  then  we  drowned  the  others.  Verily  herein  was 
a  sign  ;  but  the  greater  part  of  them  did  not  believe.  Verily  thy  LORD 
is  the  mighty,  and  the  merciful.  And  rehearse  unto  them  the  story  of 
Abraham  :  when  he  said  unto  his  father  and  his  people.  What  do  ye 
worship  ?  They  answered.  We  worship  idols  ;  and  we  constantly  serve 
them  all  the  day  long.  Abrahain  said,  Do  they  hear  you,  when  ye  in- 
voke them  ?  Or  do  they  either  profit  you,  or  hurt  you  ?  They  an- 
swered, But  we  found  our  fathers  do  the  same.  He  said,  What  think 
ye?  The  gods  which  ye  worship,  and  your  forefathers  worshipped,  are 
my  enemy :  except  only  the  Lord  of  all  creatures,  who  hath  created  me 
and  directeth  me ;  and  who  giveth  me  to  eat  and  to  drink,  and  when 
I  am  sick,  healeth  me ;  and  who  will  cause  me  to  die,  and  will  after- 
wards restore  me  to  life ;  and  who,  I  hope,  will  forgive  my  sins  on  the 
day  of  judgment.  O  Lord,  grant  me  wisdom ;  and  join  me  with  the 
righteous ;  and  grant  that  I  may  be  spoken  of  with  honour'^  among  the 
latest  posterity ;  and  make  me  an  heir  of  the  garden  of  delight : 
and  forgive  my  father,  for  that  he  hath  been  one  of  those  who  go 
astray.y  And  cover  me  not  with  shame  on  the  day  of  resurrection  ; 
on  the  day  in  which  neither  riches  nor  children  shall  avail,  unless  unto 
him  who  shall  come  unto  GoD  with  a  sincere  heart :  wh£n  paradise 
shall  be  brought  near  to  the  view  of  the  pious,  and  hell  shall  appear 

*  See  chapter  7,  p.  116,  &c. 

"  Hence  some  suppose  the  Israelites,  after  the  destruction  of  Pharaoh  and  his  host,  returned 
to  Egypt,  and  possessed  themselves  of  the  riches  of  that  country.^  But  others  are  of  opinion 
that  the  meaning  is  no  more  than  that  God  gave  them  the  like  possessions  and  dwellings  in 
another  country.  * 

*  Literally,  Grant  me  a  tongue  0/ truth,  that  is,  a  high  encomium.  The  same  expression  is 
Used  in  c.  19,  p.  232. 

y  By  disposmg  him  to  repentance,  and  the  receiving  of  the  true  faith.  Some  suppose 
Abraham  pronounced  this  prayer  after  his  father's  death,  thinking  that  possibly  he  might  have 
been  inwardly  a  true  believer,  but  have  concealed  his  conversion  for  fear  of  Nimrod,  and  before 
he  was  forbidden  to  pray  for  him.7 

9  Jailalo'ddin,  Vahya.  •  Al  Zamakh.     See  cap.  7,  p.  118.         ?  See  cap  9,  p.  148,  and  C 

>4.  P-  «<S». 
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plainly  to  those  who  shall  have  erred  ;  and  it  shall  be  said  unto  them, 
Where  are  your  deities  which  ye  served  besides  God?  will  they  deliver 
yon  from  punishment^  or  will  they  deliver  themselves  ?  And  they  shall 
be  cast  into  the  same,  both  they/  and  those  who  have  been  seduced  to 
their  worship;  and  all  the  host  of  Eblis.  The  seduced  shall  dispute 
therein  with  their  false  gods,  saying,  By  GOD,  we  were  in  a  manifest 
error,  when  we  equalled  you  with  the  Lord  of  all  creatures  :  and  none 
seduced  us  but  the  wicked.  We  have  now  no  intercessors,  nor  any 
friend  who  careth  for  us.  If  we  were  allowed  to  return  once  more 
into  the  world,  we  would  certainly  become  true  believers.  Verily 
herein  was  a  sign  :  but  the  greater  part  of  them  believed  not.  Thy 
Lord  is  the  mighty,  the  merciful.  The  people  of  Noah  accused  God's 
messengers  of  imposture  :  when  their  brother  Noah  said  unto  them, 
Will  ye  not  fear  God?  Verily  I  am  a  faithful  messenger  unto  you  ; 
wherefore  fear  God,  and  obey  me.  I  ask  no  reward  of  you  for  my 
preaching  unto  you;  I  expect  my  reward  from  no  other  than  the  Lord 
of  all  creatures  :  wherefore  fear  GOD,  and  obey  me.  They  answered, 
Shall  we  believe  on  thee,  when  only  the  most  abject  persons  have 
followed  thee.'*  Noah  said,  I  have  no  knowledge  of  that  which  they 
did  ;*  it  appertaineth  unto  my  Lord  alone  to  bring  them  to  account, 
if  ye  understand  ;  wherefore  I  will  not  drive  away  the  believers  :^  I  am 
no  more  than  a  public  preacher.  They  replied.  Assuredly,  unless  thou 
desist,  O  Noah,  thou  shalt  be  stoned.  He  said,  O  Lord,  verily  my 
people  take  me  for  a  liar  :  wherefore  judge  publicly  between  me  and 
them  ;  and  deliver  me  and  the  true  believers  who  are  with  me.  Where- 
fore we  delivered  him,  and  those  who  were  with  him,  in  the  ark  filled 
with  men  and  animals  ;  and  afterwards  we  drowned  the  rest.  Verily 
herein  was  a  sign  :  but  the  greater  part  of  them  believed  not.  Thy 
Lord  is  the  mighty,  the  merciful.  The  tribe  of  Ad  charged  God's 
messengers  with  falsehood  :  when  their  brother  Hud  said  unto  them, 
Will  ye  not  fear  God?  Verily  I  am  a  faithful  messenger  unto  you ;  where- 
fore fear  God,  and  obey  me.  I  demand  not  of  you  any  reward  for  my 
preaching  unto  you :  I  expect  my  reward  from  no  other  than  the  Lord 
of  all  creatures.  Do  ye  build  a  landmark  on  every  high  place,  to 
divert  yourselves  ?"  And  do  ye  erect  magnifcent  works,  hoping  that 
ye  may  continue  in  their  possession  for  ever  .>*  And  when  ye  exercise 
your  power,  do  ye  exercise  it  with  cruelty  and  rigour  F*^  Fear  God,  by 
leaving  these  things;  and  obey  me.  And  fear  him  who  hath  bestowed 
on  you  that  which  ye  know  :  he  hath  bestowed  on  you  cattle,  and 
children,  and  gardens,  and  springs  of  water.  Verily  I  fear  for  you  the 
punishment  of  a  grievous  day.  They  answered,  It  is  equal  unto  us 
whether  thou  admonish  us,  or  dost  not  admonish  us :  this  which  thou 

■  See  chapter  21,  p.  273. 

*i.e..  Whether  they  have  embraced  the  faith  which  I  have  preached,  out  of  She  sincerity  of 
their  hearts,  or  in  prospect  of  some  worldly  advantage. 

*•  See  chapter  11,  p.  161. 

*  Or  to  mock  the  passengers  ;  who  direct  themselves  in  their  journeys  by  the  stars,  and  have 
no  need  of  such  buildings?! 

^  Putting  to  death,  and  inflicting  other  corporal  punishments  without  mercy,  and  rather  for 
the  satisfaction  of  your  passion  than  the  amendment  of  the  sufierer.* 

*  Al  Beidawi.  *  Idem. 
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preachest  is  only  a  device  of  the  ancients ;  neither  shall  we  be  punished 
for  what  we  have  done.  And  they  accused  him  of  imposture  :  where- 
fore we  destroyed  them.  Verily  herein  was  a  sign  :  but  the  greater 
part  of  them  believed  not.  Thy  Lord  is  the  mighty,  the  merciful.  The 
tribe  of  Thamud  also  charged  the  messengers  of  God^x'Ca  falsehood. 
When  their  brother  Saleh  said  unto  them,  Will  ye  not  fear  Godf 
Verily  I  am  a  faithful  messenger  unto  you  :  wherefore  fear  GoD,  and 
obey  me.  I  demand  no  reward  of  you  for  my  preaching  unto  you; 
I  expect  my  ^reward  from  no  other  than  the  Lord  of  all  creatures. 
Shall  ye  be  left  for  ever  secure  in  the  possession  ^the  things  which  are 
here ;  among  gardens,  and  fountains,  and  corn,  and  palm-trees,  whose 
branches  sheathe  their  flowers .''  And  will  ye  continue  to  cut  habita- 
tions for  yourselves  out  of  the  mountains,  behaving  with  insolence  .'** 
Fear  God,  and  obey  me ;  and  obey  not  the  command  of  the  trans- 
gressors, who  act  corruptly  in  the  earth,  and  reform  not  the  same. 
They  answered.  Verily  thou  art  distracted  :  thou  art  no  other  than  a 
man  like  unto  us  :  produce  now  some  sign,  if  thou  speakest  truth. 
Saleh  said.  This  she-camel  shall  be  a  sign  unto  you  :  she  shall  have 
her  portion  of  water,  and  ye  shall  have  your  portion  of  water  alter- 
nately^ on  a  several  day  appointed  for  yotc/  and  do  her  no  hurt,  lest 
the  punishment  of  a  terrible  day  be  inflicted  on  you.  But  they  slew 
her ;  and  were  made  to  repent  of  their  impiety :  for  the  j)unishment 
which  had  been  threatened  overtook  them.  Verily  herein  was  a  sign  ; 
but  the  greater  part  of  them  did  not  believe.  Thy  Lord  is  the  mighty, 
the  merciful.  The  people  of  Lot  likewise  accused  God^s  messengers  of 
imposture.  When  their  brother  Lot  said  unto  them.  Will  ye  not  fear 
God?  Verily  I  am  a  faithful  messenger  unto  you  :  wherefore  fear  GoD, 
and  obey  me.  I  demand  no  reward  of  you  for  my  preaching :  I  expect 
my  reward  from  no  other  than  the  Lord  of  all  creatures.  Do  ye 
approach  unto  the  males  among  mankind,  and  leave  your  wives  which 
your  Lord  hath  created  for  you  ?  Surely  ye  are  people  who  transgress. 
They  answered.  Unless  thou  desist,  O  Lot,  thou  shalt  certainly  be 
expelled  our  city.  He  said.  Verily  I  am  one  of  those  who  abhor  your 
doings  :  O  LORD,  deliver  me  and  my  family,  from  that  which  they  act. 
Wherefore  we  delivered  him,  and  all  his  family  ;  except  an  old  woman, 
his  wife,  who  perished  among  those  who  remained  behind :  then  we 
destroyed  the  rest;  and  we  rained  on  them  a  shower  of  stones;  and 
terrible  was  the  shower  which  fell  on  those  who  had  been  warned  in 
vain.  Verily  herein  was  a  sign ;  but  the  greater  part  of  them  did  not 
believe.  Thy  Lord  is  the  mighty,  the  merciful.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  wood^  also  accused  GOD's  messengers  of  imposture.  When  Shoaib 
said  unto   them,   Will  ye  not  fear   God?     Verily  I   am  a  faithful 

*  Or,  as  the  original  word  may  also  be  rendered,  showing  at  t  and  ingenuity  in  your  work. 

'  That  is,  they  were  to  have  tne  use  of  the  water  by  turns,  the  camel  drinking  one  day,  and 
the  Thamudites  drawing  the  other  day;  for  when  this  camel  drank,  she  emptied  the  wells  or 
brooks  for  that  day.     See  chapter  7,  p.  112. 

8  See  chapter  15,  p.  213.  Shoaib  being  not  called  the  brother  o^  these  people,  which  would 
have  preserved  the  conformity  between  this  passage  and  the  preceding,  11  has  bcei  thought 
they  were  not  Midianites,  but  of  another  race  ;  however,  we  find  the  prophet  t.'^^e^  (heiv  with 
the  same  crimes  as  he  did  those  of  Midian.^ 

^  See  cap.  7,  p.  \\%. 
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messenger  unto  you:  wherefore  fear  God,  and  obey  me.  I  ask  no 
reward  of  you  for  my  preaching:  I  expect  my  reward  from  no  other 
than  the  Lord  of  all  creatures.  Give  just  measure,  and  be  not  de- 
frauders ;  and  weigh  with  an  equal  balance  ;  and  diminish  not  unto 
men  ought  of  their  matters  ;  neither  commit  violence  in  the  earth, 
acting  corruptly.  And  fear  him  who  hath  created  you,  and  also  the 
former  generations.  They  answered,  Certainly  thou  art  distracted  : 
thou  art  no  more  than  a  man,  like  unto  us  ;  and  we  do  surely  esteem 
thee  to  be  a  liar.  Cause  now  a  part  of  the  heaven  to  fall  upon  us,  if 
thou  speakest  truth.  Shoaib  said,  My  LORD  best  knoweth  that  which 
ye  do.  And  they  charged  him  with  falsehood :  wherefore  the  punish- 
ment of  the  day  of  the  shadowing  cloud'^  overtook  them  ;  and  this  was 
the  punishment  of  a  grievous  day.  Verily  herein  was  a  sign ;  but  thfe 
greater  part  of  them  did  not  believe.  Thy  Lord  is  the  mighty,  the 
merciful.  This  book  is  certainly  a  revelation  from  the  Lord  of  all 
creatures,  which  the  faithful  spirit*  hath  caused  to  descend  upon  thy 
heart,  that  thou  mightest  be  a  preacher  to  thy  people ,  in  the  perspicuous 
Arabic  tongue  :  and  it  is  borne  witness  to  in  the  scriptures  of  former 
ages.  Was  it  not  a  sign  unto  them,  that  the  wise  men  among  the 
children  of  Israel  knew  it?  Had  we  revealed  it  unto  any  of  the 
foreigners,  and  he  had  read  the  same  unto  them,  yet  they  would  not 
have  believed  therein.  Thus  have  we  caused  obstinate  infidelity  to 
enter  the  hearts  of  the  wicked  :  they  shall  not  believe  therein,  until 
they  see  a  painful  punishment.  It  shall  come  suddenly  upon  them, 
and  they  shall  not  foresee  it :  and  they  shall  say.  Shall  we  be  respited .'' 
Do  they  therefore  desire  our  punishment  to  be  hastened?'^  What 
thinkest  thou  ?  If  we  suffer  them  to  enjoy  the  advantage  of  this  life 
for  several  years,  and  afterwards  that  with  which  they  are  threatened 
come  upon  them  ;  what  will  that  which  they  have  enjoyed  profit  them  ? 
VVe  have  destroyed  no  city,  but  preachers  were  first  sent  unto  it,  to 
admonish  the  inhabitants  thereof;  neither  did  we  treat  them  unjustly. 
The  devils  did  not  descend  with  the  Koran,  as  the  infidels  give  out :  it 
is  not  for  their  purpose,  neither  are  they  able  to  produce  such  a  bookj 
for  they  are  far  removed  from  hearing  the  discourse  of  the  angels  ifi 
heaven}  Invoke  no  other  god  with  the  true  GOD,  lest  thou  become 
one  of  those  who  are  doomed  to  punishment.  And  admonish  thy  more 
near  relations.™   And  behave  thyself  with  meekness"  towards  the  true 

|>  God  first  plagued  them  with  such  intolerable  heat  for  seven  days  that  all  their  waters  were 
dried  up,  and  then  brought  a  cloud  over  them,  under  whose  shade  they  ran,  and  were  all 
destroyed  by  a  hot  wind  and  fire  which  proceeded  from  it.2 

'  i.e.,  Gabriel,  who  is  entrusted  with  the  divine  secrets  and  revelations. 

k  The  infidels  were  continually  defying  Mohammed  to  bring  some  signal  and  miraculous 
destruction  on  them,  as  a  shower  of  stones,  &c. 

'  See  chapter  15,  p.  211. 

""The  commentators  suppose  the  same  command  to  have  been  virtually  contained  in  the 
74th  chapter,  which  is  prior  to  this  in  point  of  time.3  It  is  said  that  Mohammed,  on  receiving 
the  passage  before  us,  went  up  immediately  to  Mount  Safa,  and  having  called  the  several 
families  to  him,  one  by  one,  when  they  were  all  assembled,  asked  them  whether,  if  he  should 
tell  them  that  mountain  would  bring  forth  a  smaller  mountain,  they  would  believe  him  ;  to 
which  they  answering  in  the  affirmative.  Verily,  says  he,  /  am  a  warner  sent  unto  you,  be/ort 
a  severe  chastisement.^ 

°  Literally,  lower  thy  wing. 

*  Ai  Beidawl      3  See  the  notes  thereon,  and  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  II.  p.  34.      *  Al  Beidawl 
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believers  who  follow  thee  :  and  if  they  be  disobedient  unto  thee,  say, 
Verily  I  am  clear  of  that  which  ye  do.  And  trust  in  the  most  mighty, 
the  merciful  God;  who  seeth  thee  when  thou  risest  up,  and  thy 
behaviour  among  those  who  worship  {''  for  he  both  heareth  and 
knoweth.  Shall  I  declare  unto  you  upon  whom  the  devils  descend .'' 
They  descend  upon  every  lying  and  wicked  person  -^^  they  learn  what 
is  heard  f-  but  the  greater  part  of  them  are  liars.  And  those  who  err 
follow  the  steps  of  the  poets  :  dost  thou  not  see  that  they  rove  as  bereft 
of  their  senses  through  every  valley,  and  that  they  say  that  which  they 
do  not  ?^  except  those  who  believe,  and  do  good  works,  and  remember 
God  frequently  ;  and  who  defend  themselves,  after  they  have  been 
unjustly  treated.*  And  they  who  act  unjustly  shall  know  hereafter, 
with  what  treatment  they  shall  be  treated, 

*  i.e..  Who  seeth  thee  when  thou  risest  up  to  watch  and  spend  the  night  in  religious  exercises, 
and  observeth  thy  anxious  care  for  the  Moslems'  exact  performance  of  their  duty.  It  is  said 
that  the  night  on  which  the  precept  of  watching  was  abrogated,  Mohammed  went  privately 
from  one  house  to  another,  to  see  how  his  companions  spent  the  time  ;  and  that  he  found  them 
so  intent  in  reading  the  Koran,  and  repeating  their  prayers,  that  theii-  houses,  by  reason  of  the 
humming  noise  they  made,  soemed  to  be  so  many  nests  of  hornets.  5  Some  commentators, 
however,  suppose  that  by  the  prophet's  behaviour,  in  this  place,  are  meant  the  various  postures 
he  used  in  praying  at  the  head  of  his  companions  ;  as  standing,  bowing,  prostration,  and 
sitting.  6 

P  The  prophet,  having  vf  adicated  himself  from  the  charge  of  having  communication  with  the 
devils,  by  the  opposition  between  his  doctrine  and  their  designs,  and  their  inability  to  compose 
so  consistent  a  book  as  the  Koran,  proceeds  to  show  that  the  persons  most  likely  to  a  corre- 
spondence with  those  evil  spirits  were  liars  and  slanderers,  that  is,  his  enemies  and  opposers. 

'Ki.e.,  They  are  taught  by  the  secret  inspiration  of  the  devils,  and  receive  their  idle  and 
inconsistent  suggestions  fbr  truth.  It  being  uncertain  whether  the  slatiderers  or  the  devils  be 
the  nominative  case  to  the  verb,  the  words  may  also  be  rendered.  They  impart  wJiat  they  hear; 
that  is,  The  devils  acquaint  their  correspondents  on  earth  with  such  incoherent  scrapj  of  the 
angels'  discourse  as  they  can  hear  by  stealth.'^ 

''  Their  compositions  being  as  wild  as  the  actions  of  a  distracted  man :  for  most  of  the  ancient 
poetry  was  full  of  vain  imaginations ;  as  fabulous  stories  and  descriptions,  love  verses,  flattery, 
excessive  commendations  of  their  patrons,  and  as  excessive  reproaches  of  their  enemies,  incite- 
ments to  vicious  actions,  vainglorious  vauntings,  and  the  like.  8 

'  That  is,  such  poets  as  had  embraced  Mohammedism  ;  whose  works,  free  from_  the  profane- 
ness  of  the  former,  run  chiefly  on  the  praises  of  God,  and  the  establishing  his  unity,  and 
contain  exhortations  to  obedience  and  other  religious  and  moral  virtues,  without  any  satirical 
invectives,  unless  against  such  as  have  given  just  provocations,  by  having  first  attacked  them, 
or  some  others  of  the  true  believers,  with  the  same  weapons.  In  this  last  case  Mohammed  saw 
it  was  necessary  for  him  to  borrow  assistance  from  the  poets  of  his  party,  to  defend  himself 
and  religion  from  the  insults  and  ridicule  of  the  others,  for  which  purpose  he  employed  the 
pens  of  Labid  Ebn  Rabia,!  Abda'llah  Ebn  Rawaha,  Hassan  Ebn  Thabet,  and  the  two  Caabs. 
It  is  related  that  Mohammed  once  said  to  Caab  Ebn  Malec,  Ply  them  with  satires;  for,  by 
hint  in  whose  hand  my  soul  is,  they  wound  more  deeply  than  arrows."^ 

8  Idem.  6  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin.  '  Idem.  »  Idem.  l  See  the  Prelim.  Dis-  p.  47 
>  A.1  BeidSwi 
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CHAPTER  XXVII. 

ENTITLED,  THE  ANT;*  REVEALED   AT   MECCA. 

IN   THE  NAME  OF  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD 

TS.  These  a7'e  the  signs  of  the  Koran,  and  of  the  perspicuous 
•  book :  a  direction,  and  good  tidings  unto  the  true  behevers ;  who 
regularly  perform  their  prayer,  and  give  alms,  and  firmly  believe  in 
the  life  to  come.  As  to  those  who  believe  not  in  the  life  to  come,  we 
have  prepared  their  works  for  them ;"  and  they  shall  be  struck  with 
astonishment  at  their  disappointment^  when  they  shall  be  raised  again ; 
these  ai'e  they  whom  an  evil  punishment  aivaiteth  in  this  life;  and  in 
that  which  is  to  come  they  shall  be  the  greatest  losers.  Thou  hast 
certainly  received  the  Koran  from  the  presence  of  a  wise,  a  knowing 
God.  Remember  when  Moses  said  unto  his  family,  Verily  I  perceive 
fire :  I  will  bring  you  tidings  thereof,  or  I  will  bring  you  a  lighted 
brand,  that  ye  may  be  warmed.^  And  when  he  was  come  near  unto 
it,  a  voice  cried  unto  him,  sayings  Blessed  be  he  who  is  in  the  fire,  and 
whoever  is  about  itj^  and  praise  be  unto  God,  the  Lord  of  all 
creatures !  O  Moses,  verily  I  am  GoD,  the  mighty,  the  wise  :  cast 
down  now  thy  rod.  And  when  he  saw  it,  that  it  moved,  as  though  it 
had  been  a  serpent,  he  retreated  and  fled,  and  returned  not.  A?td 
God  said^  O  Moses,  fear  not ;  for  my  messengers  are  not  disturbed 
with  fear  in  my  sight :  except  he  who  shall  have  done  amiss,  and 
shall  have  afterwards  substituted  good  in  lieu  of  evil ;  for  I  am 
gracious  a7id  merciful.^  Moreover  put  thy  hand  into  thy  bosom ;  it 
shall  come  forth  white,  without  hurt :  this  shall  be  one  among  the 
nine  signs^  unto  Pharaoh  and  his  people ;  for  they  are  a  wicked 
people.  And  when  our  visible  signs  had  come  unto  them,  they  said, 
This  is  manifest  sorcery.  And  they  denied  them,  although  their 
souls  certainly  knew  them  to  be  from  God,  out  of  iniquity  and  pride . 
but  behold  what  was  the  end  of  the  corrupt  doers.  We  heretofore 
bestowed  knowledge  on  David  and  Solomon  ;  and  they  said.  Praise  be 
unto  God,  who  hath  made  us  more  excellent  than  many  of  his  faithful 
servants  !     And  Solomon  Avas  David's  heir  -^  and  he  said,  O  men,  we 

*  In  this  chapter  is  related,  among  other  strange  things,  an  odd  story  of  the  ant,  which  has 
therefore  been  pitched  on  for  the  title. 

«  By  rendering  them  pleasing  and  agreeable  to  their  corrupt  natures  and  inclinations. 

*  See  chapter  20,  p.  234. 

y  Some  suppose  Gon  to  be  intenc'ed  by  the  former  words,  and  by  the  latter,  the  angels  who 
were  present  ;l  others  think  Moses  and  the  angels  are  heie  meant,  or.  all  persons  in  genera!  ii 
this  holy  plain,  and  the  country  round  it."^ 

2  This  exception  was  designed  to  qualify  the  preceding  assertion,  which  seemed  too  general; 
for  several  of  the  prophets  have  been  subject  to  sins,  though  not  great  ones,  before  tlieir 
mission,  for  which  they  had  reason  to  apprehend  God's  anger,  though  they  are  here  assured 
that  their  subsequent  merits  entitle  them  to  his  pardon.  It  is  supposed  that  Moses's  killing 
the  Egj'ptian  undesignedly  is  hinted  at.  3 

^  See  chapter  17,  p.  215 

»>  Inheriting  not  only  his  kingdom,  but  also  tn«  prophetical  office,  preferably  to  his  other 
sons,  who  were  no  less  than  nineteen.* 

U'anya.        2  Jallab'ddin,  al  H^jidawt         3  Idem.         4  idem. 
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have  been  taught  the  speech  of  birds,"  and  have  had  all  things 
bestowed  on  us;  this  is  manifest  excellence.  And  his  armies  were 
gathered  together  unto  Solomon,  consisting  of  genii,'^  and  men,  and 
birds ;  and  they  were  led  in  distinct  bands,  until  they  came  unto  the 
valley  of  ants.®  And  an  ant,  seeing  the  hosts  approaching,  said,  O 
ants,  enter  ye  into  your  habitations,  lest  Solomon  and  his  army  tread 
you  underfoot,  and  perceive  //  not.  And  Solomon  smiled,  laughing 
at  her  words,  and  said.  O  LORD,  excite  me  tliat  I  may  be  thankful  for 
thy  favour,  wherewith  thou  hast  favoured  me,  and  my  parents ;  and 
that  I  may  do  that  which  is  right,  and  well-pleasing  unto  thee :  and 
introduce  me,  through  thy  mercy,  into  paradise,  among  thy  servants, 
tlie  righteous.  And  he  viewed  the  birds,  and  said.  What  is  the  reason 
that  I  see  not  the  lapwing?'  Is  she  absent?  Verily  I  will  chastise 
her  with  a  severe  chastisement,^  or  I  will  put  her  to  death,  unless  she 
bring  me  a  just  excuse.  And  she  tarried  not  long  be/ore  she  presented 
herself  unto  Solo7no7t,  and  said,  I  have  viewed  a  country  which  thou 
hast  not  viewed ;  and  I  come  unto  thee  from  Saba,  with  a  certain 
piece  of  news.  I  found  a  woman^  to  reign  over  them,  who  is  provided 
with  everything  requisite  for  a  pri7ice,  and  hath  a  magnificent  throne.' 
I  found  her  and  her  people  to  worship  the  sim,  besides  GOD  :  and 

*  That  is,  the  meaning  oi  their  several  voices,  though  not  articulate ;  of  Solomon's  interpre- 
tation whereof  the  commentators  give  several  instances. 5 

^  For  this  fancy,  as  well  as  the  former,  Mohammed  was  obliged  to  the  Talmudists,6  who, 
according  to  their  manner,  have  interpreted  the  Hebrew  words  of  Solomon,^  which  the  English 
version  renders,  I  gat  fneti-singers  and  ivomen-siftgers,  as  if  that  prince  had  forced  cieitio/is  or 
spirits  to  serve  hmi  at  his  table,  and  in  other  capacities ;  and  particularly  in  his  vast  and 
magnificent  buildings,  which  they  could  not  conceive  he  could  otherwise  have  performed. 

®  The  valley  seems  to  be  so  called  from  the  great  numbers  of  ants  which  are  found  there. 
Some  place  it  in  Syria,  and  others  in  Tayef.8 

f  The  Arab  historians  tell  us  that  Solomon,  having  finished  the  temple  of  Jerusalem,  went  in 
pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  where,  having  stayed  as  long  as  he  pleased,  he  proceeded  towards 
Yaman  ;  and  leaving  Mecca  in  the  morning,  he  arrived  by  noon  at  Sanaa,  and  being  extremely 
delighted  with  the  country,  rested  tliere  ;  but  wanting  water  to  make  the  ablution,  he  looked 
among  the  birds  for  the  lapwing,  called  by  the  Arabs  al  Hudbud,  whose  business  it  was  to  find 
it  ;  for  it  is  pretended  she  was  sagacious  or  sharp-sighted  enough  to  discover  water  under- 
ground, which  the  devils  used  to  draw,  after  she  had  marked  the  place  by  digging  with  her 
bill  :  they  add,  that  this  bird  was  then  taking  a  tour  in  the  air,  whcrce,  seeing  one  of  her 
companions  alighting,  she  descended  also,  and  having  had  a  description  given  her  by  the 
other  of  the  city  of  Saba,  whence  she  was  just  arrived,  they  both  went  together  to  take  a  view 
of  the  place,  and  returned  soon  after  Solomon  had  made  the  inquiry  which  occasioned  what 
follows.! 

It  may  be  proper  to  mention  here  what  the  eastern  writers  fable  of  the  manner  of  Solomon's 
travelling.  They  say  that  he  had  a  carpet  of  green  silk,  on  which  his  throne  was  placed,  being 
of  a  prodigious  length  and  breadth,  and  sufficient  for  all  his  forces  to  stand  on,  the  men  placing 
themselves  on  his  right  hand,  and  the  spirits  on  his  left ;  and  that  when  all  were  in  order,  the 
v/ind,  at  his  command,  took  up  the  carpet,  and  transported  it,  with  all  that  were  upon_  it, 
wherever  he  pleased  ;2  the  army  of  birds  at  the  same  rime  flying  over  their  heads,  and  forming 
a  kind  of  canopy,  to  shade  them  from  the  sun. 

g  By  plucking  off  her  feathers,  and  setting  her  in  the  sun,  to  be  tormented  by  the  insects ;  or 
by  shutting  her  up  in  a  cage.3 

h  This  queen  the  Arabs  name  Balkis :  some  make  her  the  daughter  of  al  Hodh.nd  Ebn  Shar- 
habil,4  and  others  of  Sharahil  Ebn  Malec  ;5  but  they  all  agree  she  was  a  descendant  of  Yarab 
Ebn  kahtan.     She  is  placed  the  twenty-second  in  Dr.  Pocock's  list  of  the  kings  of  Yaman.6 

'  Which  the  commentators  say  was  made  of  gold  and  silver,  and  crowned  with  precious  stonev 
But  they  differ  as  to  the  size  of  it ;  one  making  it  fourscore  cubits  long,  forty  broad,  and  thirty 
high ;  while  some  say  it  was  fourscore,  and  others  thirty  cubits  every  way. 

5  See  Maracc.  not.  in  loc.  p.  51L  6  Vide  Midrash,  Yalkut  Shemuni,  p.  11,  f.  29,  et 

Millium,  de  Mohammedismo  ante  Mohammed,  p.  232.  "  Eccles.  ii.  8  8  Al  Beidawi. 

Tall.-ilo'ddin.  1  Idem.  '-  See  cap.  21,  p.  247.  3  Al  Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddin.  *  Vide 

Vocock,  Spec.  p.  59.        5  Al  Beidawi,  &c.    Vide  D'Herbcl.  Bibl.  Orient,  p.  182.        «  Ubi  supi 
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Satan  hath  prepared  their  works  for  them,  and  hath  turned  them 
aside  from  the  way  of  t?'uth  (wherefore  they  are  not  7'ightly  directed), 
lest  they  should  worship  GOD,  who  bringeth  to  light  that  which  is 
hidden  in  heaven  and  earth,  and  knoweth  whatever  they  conceal  and 
whatever  they  discover.  God  !  there  is  no  God  but  he ;  the  Lord  of 
the  magnificent  throne.  Solomon  said,  We  shall  see  whether  thou  hast 
spoken  the  truth,  or  whether  thou  art  a  liar.  Go  with  this  my  letter, 
and  cast  it  down  unto  them ;  then  turn  aside  from  them,  and  wait 
to  know  what  answer  they  will  return.  A?id  wJien  the  queen  of  Saba 
had  received  the  letter}'^  she  said,  O  nobles,  verily  an  honourable  letter 
hath  been  delivered  unto  me ;  it  is  from  Solomon,  and  this  is  the 
tenour  thereof :  In  the  name  of  the  most  merciful  God,  Rise  not  up 
against  me :  but  come,  and  surrender  yourselves  unto  me.^  She  said, 
O  nobles,  advise  me  in  my  business :  I  will  not  resolve  on  anything, 
until  ye  be  witnesses  and  approve  thereof.  The  nobles  answered.  We 
are  endued  with  strength,  and  are  endued  with  great  prowess  in  war; 
but  the  command  appertaincth  unto  thee :  see  therefore  what  thou 
wilt  command.™  She  said,  Verily  kmgs,  when  they  enter  a  city  by  force, 
waste  the  same,  and  abase  the  most  powerful  of  the  inhabitants 
hereof:  and  so  will  these  do  with  ns.  But  I  will  send  gifts  unto  them; 
and  will  wait  for  what  fa7'ther  i7ifor?natio7i  those  who  shall  be  sent 
shall  bring  back.  And  when  the  queen^s  ainbassador  came  unto 
Solomon,^  that  prifice  said.  Will  ye  present  me  with  riches?  Verily 
that  which  GOD  hath  given  me,  is  better  than  what  he  hath  given  you  • 
but  ye  do  glory  in  your  gifts.  Return  unto  the  people  of  Saba.  We 
will  surely  come  unto  them  with  forces,  which  they  shall  not  be  able 
to  withstand ;  and  we  will  drive  them  out  from  their  city,  humbled ; 
and  they  shall  become  contemptible.  And  Solomoji  said,  O  nobles, 
which  of  you  will  bring  unto  me  her  throne,  before  they  come  and 
surrender  themselves  unto  me?  A  terrible  genius"  answered,  I  will 
bring  it  unto  thee,  before  thou  arise  from  thy  place  :^  for  I  am  able  to 

^  Jallalo'ddin  says  that  the  queen  was  surrounded  by  her  army  when  the  lapwing  threw  the 
letter  into  her  bosom  ;  but  al  Beidawi  supposes  she  was  in  an  apartment  of  her  palace,  the  doors 
of  which  were  shut,  and  that  the  bird  flew  in  at  the  window.  The  former  commentator  gives 
a  copy  of  the  epistle  somewhat  more  full  than  that  in  the  text ;  viz..  Fj-ou  the  servant  q/GoD, 
Solomon,  the  son  of  David,  unto  Balkis  gtceen  of  Saba.  In  the  7iaine  of  the  most  iicercifisl 
God.  Peace  he  on  him  zuhofolloweth  the  true  direction.  Rise  not  np  against  me,  but  come 
and  surrender  yourselves  unto  vie.  He  adds  that  Solomon  perfumed  this  letter  with  musk, 
and  sealed  it  with  his  signet. 

'  Or,  Co>ne  unto  me  ajid  resi£7t  yourselves  unto  the  divine  direction,  and  profess  the  true 
religion  which  I  preach. 

"*  i.e..  Whether  thou  wilt  obey  the  summons  of  Solomon,  or  give  us  orders  to  make  head 
against  him. 

"  Bearing  the  presents,  which  they  say  were  five  hundred  young  slaves  of  each  sex,  al!  habited 
in  tlie  sanie  manner,  five  hundred  bricks  of  gold,  a  crown  enriched  v/ith  precious  stones,  besides 
a  large  quantity  of  musk,  amber,  and  other  things  of  value.  1  Some  add  that  Balkis,  to  try 
whether  Solomon  was  a  prophet  or  no.  dressed  the  boys  like  girls,  and  the  girls  like  boys,  and 
sent  him,  in  a  casket,  a  pearl  not  driJled,  and  an  onyx  drilled  with  a  crooked  hole ;  and  that 
Solomon  distinguished  the  boys  from  the  girls  by  the  different  manner  of  their  making  water, 
and  ordered  one  worm  to  bore  tlie  pearl,  and  another  to  pass  a  thread  through  the  onyx.'-^  They 
also  tell  us  that  Solomon,  having  notice  of  this  embassy,  by  means  of  the  lapwing,  even  before 
they  set  out,  ordered  a  large  square  to  be  enclosed  with  a  wall  built  of  gold  and  silver  bricks, 
wherein  he  ranged  his  forces  and  attendants  to  receive  them.^ 

o  This  was  an  I  frit,  or  one  of  the  wicked  and  rebellious  genii ;  and  his  name,  says  al  Beidawi, 
was  Dhacwan  OJ  Sakhr. 

P  i.e..  From  thy  seat  of  justice.     For  Solomon  used  to  sit  in  judgment  every  day  till  noon.< 

1  Jallalo'ddin  2  Al  Beidawi.         3  Jallalo  ddin.         *  Idem  interp. 
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perfcrm  it,  and  may  be  trusted.  Ajid  one  with  whom  was  the 
knowledge  of  the  scriptures**  said,  I  will  bring  it  unto  thee,  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye/  And  when  Solomon  saw  the  iJu-one  placed 
before  him,  he  said.  This  is  a  favour  of  my  LORD,  that  he  may  make 
trial  of  me,  whether  I  will  be  grateful,  or  whether  I  will  be  ungrateful : 
and  he  who  is  grateful,  is  grateful  to  his  own  advantage^  but  if  any 
shall  be  ungrateful,  verily  my  LORD  is  self-sufficient  and  munificent. 
And  Solo?no9i  said  7tnto  his  se7'vants^  Alter  her  throne,  that  she  may 
not  know  it,  to  the  end  we  may  see  whether  she  be  rightly  directed,  or 
whether  she  be  07ie  of  those  who  are  not  rightly  directed.  And  when 
she  was  come  iinto  Solomon,^  it  was  said  nnto  her,  Is  thy  throne  like 
this  1  She  answered,  As  though  it  were  the  same.  And  we  have  had 
knowledge  bestowed  on  us  before  this,  and  have  been  resigned  i^nto 
God.^  But  that  which  she  worshipped,  besides  GoD,  had  turned  her 
SiS\diQ  frojn  the  truth j  for  she  was  of  an  unbelieving  people.  It  was 
said  unto  her,  Enter  the  palace."  And  when  she  saw  it,  she  imagined 
it  to  be  a  great  water  ;  and  she  discovered  her  legs,  by  lifting  up  her 
robe  to  pass  through  it.^  Whereupo?i  Solomon  said  unto  her,  Verily 
this  is  a  palace  evenly  floored  with  glass.  Then  said  the  queen,  O 
Lord,  verily  I  have  dealt  unjustly  with  my  own  soul ;  and  I  resign 
myself,  together  with  Solomon,  unto  God,  the  Lord  of  all  creatures.^ 
Also  we  heretofore  sent  unto  the  tribe  of  Thamud  their  brother  Saleh ; 
who  said  wito  them,  Serve  ye  GOD.  And  behold  the)  were  divided 
into  two  parties,  who  disputed  among  themselves.^  Saleh  said,  O 
my  people,  why  do  you  hasten  evil  rather  than  good?*  Unless  ye  ask 
pardon  of  God,  that  ye  may  obtain  mercy,  ye  a?-e  lost.  They  answered. 
We  presage  evil  from  thee,  and  from  those  who  are  with  thee.     Saleh 

•i  This  person,  as  is  generally  supposed,  was  Asaf  the  son  of  Barachia,  Solomon  s  VVazIr  (or 
Visir),  who  knew  the  great  or  ineffable  name  of  God,  by  pronouncing  of  which  he  peribrmed 
this  wonderful  exploit.^  Others,  however,  suppose  it  was  al  Khedr,  or  else  Gabriel,  or  some 
other  angel ;  and  some  imagine  it  to  have  been  Solomon  himself. 6 

''  The  original  is,  Before  tJwu  canst  look  at  any  object,  and  take  thy  eye  off  it.  It  is  said 
that  Solomon,  at  Asaf 's  desire,  looked  up  to  heaven,  and  before  he  cast  his  eye  downwards,  the 
throne  made  its  way  underground,  and  appeared  before  him. 

'  For,  on  the  return  of  her  ambassador,  she  determined  to  go  and  submit  herself  to  that  prince ; 
but  before  her  departure,  she  secured  her  throne,  as  she  tlaought,  by  locking  it  up  in  a  strong 
castle,  and  setting  a  guard  to  defend  it ;  after  which  she  set  out,  attended  by  a  vast  army. J" 

•■  It  is  uncertain  whether  these  be  the  words  of  Balkis,  acknowledging  her  conviction  by  the 
wonders  she  had  already  seen  ;  or  of  Solomon  and  his  people,  acknowledging  ths  favour  of 
God,  in  calling  them  to  the  true  faith  before  her. 

"  Or,  as  some  understand  the  word,  the  corirt  before  the  palace,  which  Solomon  had  com- 
manded to  be  built  against  the  arrival  of  Balkis ;  the  floor  or  pavement  being  of  transparent 
glass,  laid  over  running  water,  in  which  fish  were  swimming.  Fronting  this  pavsment  was 
placed  the  royal  throne,  on  which  Solomon  sat  to  receive  the  queen. 8 

^  Some  Arab  writers  tell  us  Solomon  had  been  informed  that  Balkis's  legs  and  feet  were 
covered  with  hair,  like  those  of  an  ass,  of  the  truth  of  which  he  had  hereby  an  opportunity  oi 
being  satisfied  by  ocular  demonstration. 

y  the  queen  of  Saba  having  by  these  words  professed  Islam,  and  renounced  idolatry, 
Solomon  had  thoughts  of  making  her  his  wife  ;  but  could  not  resolve  to  do  it,  till  the  devils  had 
by  a  depilatory  taken  off  the  hair  from  her  legs.'-*  Some, l*^  however,  will  have  it  that  she  did 
not  marry  Solomon,  but  a  prince  of  the  tribe  of  Hamdan. 

^  Concerning  the  doctrine  preached  by  Saleh ;  one  party  believing  en  him,  and  the  other 
treating  him  as  an  impostor. 

=*  i.e.,  Why  do  ye  urge  and  defy  the  divine  vengeance  with  which  ye  are  threatened,  instead 
of  averting  it  by  repentance? 

»  Jalialoddin.  «  Al  Beidawi.  '  Jallalo'ddin.  8  iJem,  al  Beidawi  ^  Jallaloddin. 
1''  Apud  al  Beidav.'i 
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replied,  The  evil  which  ye  presage  is  with  God  •}>  but  ye  arc.  a  people 
who  are  proved  by  a  vicissitude  of  pi'osperity  mid  adversity.  Anc! 
there  were  nine  men  in  the  city,  who  acted  corruptly  in  the  earth,  and 
behaved  not  with  integrity.  And  they  said  unto  one  another^  Swear 
ye  reciprocally  by  GoD,  that  we  will  fall  upon  Saleh  and  his  family  by 
night :  and  afterwards  we  will  say  unto  him  who  hath  right  to  avenge 
his  blood,  We  were  not  so  much  as  present  at  the  destruction  of  his 
family;  and  we  certainly  speak  the  truth.  And  they  devised  a  plot 
against  him:  but  Ave  devised  a  plot  against  them;  and  they  perceived 
it  not.  And  see  what  was  the  issue  of  their  plot :°  we  utterly 
destroyed  them  and  their  whole  people ;  and  these  their  habitations 
reviai7i  empty,  because  of  the  injustice  which  they  committed.  Verily 
herein  is  a  sign,  unto  people  who  understand.  And  we  delivered 
those  who  believed  and  feared  GOD.  And  reineinber  Lot,  when  he 
said  unto  his  people,  Do  ye  commit  a  wickedness,  though  ye  see  tlic 
heinousness  thereof?  Do  ye  approach  lustfully  unto  men,  leaving  the 
»vomen  ?  Ye  are  surely  an  ignorant  people.  (XX.)  But  the  answer 
of  his  people  was  no  other  than  that  they  said.  Cast  the  family  of  Lot  out 
of  your  city :  for  they  are  men  who  preserve  themselves  pure  from  the 
crimes  of  which  ye  are  guilty.  Wherefore  we  delivered  him  and  his 
family,  except  his  wife,  whom  we  decreed  to  be  one  of  those  who 
remained  behind  to  be  destroyed.  And  we  rained  on  them  a  shower 
of  stones:  and  dreadful  was  the  shower  which  fell  on  those  who  had 
been  warned  in  vain.^  Say,  Praise  be  unto  GOD ;  and  peace  be  upon 
his  servants  whom  he  hath  chosen!  Is  God  more  worthy,  or  Vhe 
false  gods  which  they  associate  with  him  ?  Is  not  he  to  be  preferred^ 
who  hath  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  and  sendeth  down  raiu 
for  you  from  heaven,  whereby  we  cause  delicious  groves  to  spring  up? 
It  is  not  in  your  power  to  cause  the  trees  thereof  to  shoot  forth.  Is 
there  any  other  god  partner  with  the  true  God  1  Verily  these  are  a 
people  who  deviate  yr<?;/^  the  truth.  Is  7iot  he  more  worthy  to  be  adored 
who  hath  established  the  earth,  and  hath  caused  rivers  to  flow  Xhxow^i 
the  midst  thereof,  and  placed  thereon  immovable  mou?itai?ts,  and  set  a 
bar  between  the  two  seas  ?^  Is  there  a?iy  other  god  egual  with  the 
true  God  ?  Yet  the  greater  part  of  them  know  it  not.  Is  not  he 
more  worthy  who  heareth  the  afflicted,^  when  he  calleth  upon  him, 
and  taketh  off  the  evil  which  distressed  him;  and  who  hath  made  you 
the  successors  of  yotcr  forefathers  in  the  earth?  Is  there  any  other 
god   who  cati  be  equalled  with  the   true  GOD  ?     How  few  consider 

^  See  chapter  7,  p.  117,  where  the  Egyptians  in  the  same  manner  accuse  Moses  as  the  cause 
of  their  calamities. 

*  It  is  related  that  Saleh,  and  those  who  believed  on  him,  usually  meeting  to  pray  in  a  certain 
narrow  place  between  the  mountains,  the  infidels  said,  He  thinks  to  ntake  an  erid  of  us  after 
three  days^  but  we  will  be  beforehatul  with  hint ;  and  that  a  party  of  them  went  directly  to 
the  straits  above  mentioned,  thinking  to  execute  their  design,  but  were  terribly  disappointed  ; 
for,  instead  of  catching  the  prophet,  they  were  caught  themselves,  tlieir  letreat  being  cutoff  by 
a  large  piece  of  rock,  which  fell  down  at  the  mouth  of  the  straits,  so  that  they  perished  there  in 
a  miserable  manner. 

^  See  chapter  7,  p.  113,  and  chapter  11,  p.  166. 

*  See  chapter  25,  p.  274.  The  word ^burzakh  is  not  used  here,  but  another  of  equivalent 
import. 

*  Literally,  Him  who  ii  driven  by  distress  to  implore  God's  assistance. 

1  Sec  cap.  7,  p,  113,  note  ". 
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these  things  !  Is  not  he  more  worthy  who  directeth  you  in  the  dark 
paths  of  the  land  and  of  the  sea  ;  and  who  sendeth  the  winds  driving 
abroad  the  clouds  as  the  forerunners  of  his  mercy  ?»  Is  there  any 
other  god  who  can  be  equalled  with  tJie  tme  GOD  ?  Far  be  GOD 
from  havi?tg  those  partners  in  his  power^  which  ye  associate  with 
him!  Is  not  he  more  worthy,  who  produceth  a  creature,  and  after 
it  hath  been  dead  restoreth  it  to  life,  and  who  giveth  you  food  from 
heaven  and  earth  i  Is  there  atiy  other  god  with  the  true  GOD,  who 
doth  this?  Say,  produce  your  proof //^rr^t?/^  if  ye  speak  truth.  Say, 
None  either  in  heaven  or  earth  knoweth  that  which  is  hidden,  besides 
God  :  neither  do  they  understand  when  they  shall  be  raised.  How- 
ever their  knowledge  attaineth  some  ?iotio)i  of  the  life  to  come  :*>  yet 
they  are  in  an  uncertainty  concerning  the  same ;  yea,  they  are  blind  as 
to  the  real  circumstances  thereof.  And  the  unbelievers  say.  When 
we  and  our  fathers  shall  have  been  reduced  to  dust,  shall  we  be  taken 
forth  from  the  s,rave?  Verily  we  have  been  threatened  with  this,  both 
we  and  our  fathers,  heretofore.  This  is  no  other  than  fables  of 
the  ancients.  Say  unto  them,  Pass  through  the  earth,  and  see  what 
hath  been  the  end  of  the  wicked.  And  be  not  thou  grieved  for  them ; 
neither  be  thou  in  any  concern  on  account  of  the  plots  which  they  are 
contriving  against  thee.  And  they  say.  When  will  this  threat  be 
accomplished,  if  ye  speak  true  ?  Answer,  Peradventure  some  part  of 
that  punishme7it^  which  ye  desire  to  be  hastened,  may  follow  close 
behind  you :  verily  thy  Lord  is  endued  with  indulgence  towards  man- 
kind ;  but  the  greater  part  of  them  are  not  thankful.  Verily  thy 
Lord  knoweth  what  their  breasts  conceal,  and  what  they  discover : 
and  there  is  nothing  hidden  in  heaven  or  on  earth,  but  it  is  written  in  a 
clear  book.  Verily  this  Koran  declare th  unto  the  children  of  Israel 
most  of  those  points  concerning  which  they  disagree '}  and  it  is 
certainly  a  direction,  and  a  mercy  unto  the  true  believers.  Thy  LORD 
will  decide  the  controversy  between  them,  by  his  definitive  sentence : 
and  he  is  the  mighty,  the  wise.  Therefore  put  thy  trust  in  GOD ;  for 
thou  art  in  the  manifest  ti'uth.  Verily  thou  shalt  not  make  the  dead 
to  hear,  neither  shalt  thou  m?ke  the  deaf  to  hear  thy  call  to  the  true 
Jaith,  when  they  retire  and  turn  their  backs :  neither  shalt  thou  direct 
the  blind  to  extricate  thefnselves  out  of  their  error.  Thou  shalt  make 
none  to  hear  thee,  except  him  who  shall  believe  in  our  signs :  and  they 
are  wholly  resigned  unto  us.  When  the  sentence  shall  be  ready  to  fall 
upon  them,  we  will  cause  a  beast^  to  come  forth  unto  them  from  out 
of  the  earth,  which  shall  speak  unto  them  -}■  verily  men  do  not  firmly 
believe  in  our  signs.     On  the  day  of  resurrection  we  will  assemble,  out 

C  See  chapter  7,  p.  no,  and  chapter  25,  p.  274. 

l»  Or  the  words  may  be  translated  thus  :  Vea,  their  ktunuledge faileth  as  to  the  life  to  come', 
yea,  &c. 

»  Such  as  the  comparing  of  God  to  sensible  things,  or  to  created  beings :  the  removing  all 
imperfections  from  the  description  of  the  Diving  Being;  the  state  of  paradise  and  hell;  tlic 
stories  of  Ezra  and  Jesus  Christ,  &c.l 

^  The  Mohammedans  call  this  beast,  whose  appearance  will  be  one  sign  of  the  approach  of 
the  day  of  judgment,  al  Jassasa,  or  the  Spy.  I  have  given  the  description  of  her  elsewhere  ;" 
to  which  should  be  added  that  she  is  to  have  two  wings. 

1  Or,  according  to  a  different  reading,  viz.,  tadifttohoin  instead  of  tocallimohom,  whc  sh^li 
yuound  than^'^  • 

1  Al  Beidawi.        ^  Prelim.  Disc.  Sec.  IV.  p  62,  &c.        3  Vide  ibid. 
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of  every  nation,  a  company  of  those  who  shall  have  charged  our  signs 
with  falsehood ;  and  they  shall  be  prevented  from  mixing  together, 
until  they  shall  arrive  at  the  place  of  jiidginent.  And  God  shall  say 
ic7iio  them,  Have  ye  charged  my  signs  with  falsehood,  although  ye 
comprehended  them  not  with  yotir  knowledge  ?  Or  what  is  it  that  ye 
were  doing?  And  the  sentence  of  daf?inatioji  shall  fall  on  them,  for 
that  they  have  acted  unjustly :  and  they  shall  not  speak  ijt  their  own 
excuse.  Do  they  not  see  that  we  have  ordained  the  night,  that  they 
may  rest  therein,  and  the  day  giving  open  light?  Verily  herein  are 
signs  unto  people  who  believe.  On  that  day  the  trumpet  shall  be 
sounded ;  and  whoever  are  in  heaven  and  on  earth  shall  be  struck 
with  terror,  except  those  whom  God  shall  please  to  exempt  therefro7n  :^ 
and  all  shall  come  before  him,  in  humble  guise.  And  thou  shalt  see 
the  mountains,  and  shalt  think  them  firmly  fixed ;  but  they  shall  pass 
away,  even  as  the  clouds  pass  away.  This  will  be  the  work  of  GOD, 
who  hath  rightly  disposed  all  things :  and  he  is  well  acquainted  with 
that  which  ye  do.  Whoever  shall  have  wrought  righteousness,  shall 
receive  a  reward  h^yon^  the  desert  thereof  ;  and  they  shall  be  secure 
f;om  the  terror  of  that  day;*^  but  whoever  shall  have  wrought  evil, 
shall  be  thrown  on  their  faces  into  hell  fire.  Shall  ye  receive  the 
reward  of  any  other  than  of  that  which  ye  shall  have  wrought?  Verily 
I  am  commanded  to  worship  the  Lord  of  tliis  territory  of  Mecc/i,  who 
hath  sanctified  the  same :  unto  him  belo?ig  all  things.  And  I  am 
commanded  to  be  a  Moslem,  and  to  rehearse  the  Koran :  he  who  shall 
be  directed  thereby^  will  be  directed  to  his  own  advantage;  and  to  him 
who  shall  g.o  astray,  say.  Verily  I  am  a  warner  only.  And  say,  Praise 
be  unto  God  !  he  will  show  you  his  signs,**  and  ye  shall  know  them  • 
and  thy  Lord  is  not  regardless  of  that  which  they  do. 


CHAPTER    XXVIII. 

ENTITLED,  THE  STORY  -^    REVEALED   AT  MECCA. «! 

IN   THE   NAME   OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL   GOD. 

'T*    S.  M.'    The^  are  the  signs  of  the  perspicuous  book.     We  will 

■'-  •     dictate  unto  thee,  O  Mohammed,  some  parts  of  the  history  of 

Moses  and  Pharaoh,  with  truth  ;  for  the  sake  of  people  who  believe. 

""  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  65,  &c.  Some  say  the  persons  exempted  from  this 
general  consternation  will  be  the  angels  Gabriel,  Michael,  Israfil,  and  Izraol  ;1  others  suppose 
them  to  be  the  virgins  of  paradise,  and^  the  angels  who  guard  that  place,  and  carry  God's 
throne  ;2  and  others  will  have  them  to  be  the  martyrs."* 

"  That  is,  from  the  fear  of  damnation,  and  the  other  terrors  which  will  disturb  the  wicked ; 
nat  from  the  general  terror  or  consternation  before  mentioned. 

o  viz..  The  successes  of  the  true  believers  against  the  infidels,  and  particularly  the  victory  of 
Bedr 

P  The  title  is  taicen  from  the  26th  verse,  vvnere  Moses  is  said  to  have  related  the  story  of  his 
adventures  to  Shoaib. 

q  Some  except  a  verse  towards  the  latter  end,  beginning  with  these  words  ;  He  ivho  haih 
giiJen  thee  the  Koran  for  a  ride  of  faith  and  practice,  &c. 

■"  Sec  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  III.  p.  46. 

1  Ja'.kilo'ddin,  a!  Beidawi.         2  Idem.         3  Ebn  Abbas. 
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Now  Pharaoh  lifted  himself  up  in  the  land  of  Egypt j  and  he  caused 
his  subjects  to  be  divided  into  parties  :^  he  weakened  one  party  of 
them,*  by  slaying  their  male  children,  and  preserving  their  females 
alive  ;  for  he  was  an  opp^ressor.  And  we  were  minded  to  be  gracious 
unto  those  who  were  weakened  in  the  land,  and  to  make  them  models 
of  religion  ;  and  to  make  them  the  heirs  of  the  wealth  of  Pharaoh  and 
his  people^  and  to  establish  a  place  for  them  in  the  earth  ;  and  to 
show  Pliaraoh,  and  Haman,^  and  their  forces,  that  destruction  of  their 
kingdom  a7id  nation  by  them,  which  they  sought  to  avoid.y  And  we 
directed  the  mother  of  Moses  by  revelation,  saying^  Give  him  suck  : 
and  if  thou  fearest  for  him,  cast  him  into  the  river  ;  and  fear  not, 
neither  be  afflicted  ;  for  we  will  restore  him  unto  thee,  and  we  will 
appoint  him  one  of  our  apostles.^  And  when  she  had  put  the  child  i7i 
the  ark^  and  had  cast  it  into  the  river ^  the  family  of  Pharaoh  took  him 
up  ;  providence  designi7ig  that  he  should  become  an  enemy  and  a 
sorrow  unto  them.  Verily  Pharaoh,  and  Haman,  and  their  forces  were 
sinners.  And  the  wife  of  Pharaoh  said.  This  child  is  a  delight  of  the 
eye  to  me  and  to  thee  -^  kill  him  not ;  peradventure  it  may  happen 
that  he  may  be  sersaceable  unto  us  ;  or  we  may  adopt  him  for  our  son. 
And  they  perceived  not  the  consequence  of  what  they  were  doing.  And 
the  heart  of  the  mother  of  Moses  became  oppressed  with  fear ;  and 
she  had  almost  discovered  him,  had  we  not  armed  her  heart  with  con- 
stancy, that  she  might  be  one  of  those  who  believe  the  promises  of 
God.  And  she  said  unto  his  sister,  Follow  him.  And  she  watched 
him  at  a  distance  ;  and  they  perceived  it  not.  And  we  suffered  him 
not  to  take  the  breasts  of  the  nurses  who  were  provided  before  his  sister 
came  np:^^  and  she  said.  Shall  I  direct  you  unto  some  of  his  nation, 
who  may  nurse  him  for  you,  and  will  be  careful  of  him  ?  And,  at  their 
desire,  she  brought  his  jnother  to  them.  So  we  restored  him  to  his 
mother,  that  her  mind  might  be  set  at  ease,  and  that  she  might  not  be 
afflicted  ;  and  that  she  might  know  that  the  promise  of  GOD  was  true  : 

*  i.e..  Either  into  companies,  that  they  might  the  better  attend  his  order  and  perform  the 
services  he  exacted  of  them  ;  or  into  opposite  factions,  to  prevent  tlieir  attempting  anything 
against  tlieni,  to  deliver  themselves  from  his  tyranny.l 

*  viz..  The  Israelites. 

"  See  chapter  26,  p.  278 

J'  This  name  is  given  to  Pharaoh  s  chiet  minister ;  from  wnence  it  is  generally  inferred  that 
Mohammed  has  here  made  Haman,  the  favourite  of  Ahasuerus  king  of  Persia,  and  who  indi.s- 
putably  lived  many  ages  after  Moses,  to  be  that  prophet's  contemporary.  But  how  probable 
soever  this  mistake  may  seem  to  us,  it  will  be  very  hard,  if  not  impossible,  to  convince  a 
Mohammedan  of  it ;  for,  as  has  been  observed  in  a  parallel  case,2  two  very  differeni  persons 
may  bear  the  same  name. 3 

y  For  Pharaoh  had  either  dreamed,  or  been  told  by  some  diviners,  that  one  ot  the  Hebrew 
nation  should  be  the  ruin  of  his  kingdom ;  which  prophecy  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  occa- 
sion of  his  cruelty  to  them.4    This  circumstance  is  owing  to  the  invention  of  the  Jews. 5 

'  It  is  related  that  the  midwife  appointed  to  attend  the  Hebrew  women,  terrified  by  a  light 
which  appeared  between  the  eyes  of  Moses  at  his  birth,  and  touched  with  an  extraordinary 
affection  for  the  child,  did  not  discover  him  to  the  officers,  so  that  his  mother  kept  him  in  her 
house,  and  nursed  him  three  months ;  after  which  it  was  impossible  for  her  to  conceal  him  any 
longer,  the  king  then  giving  orders  to  make  the  searches  more  strictly.6 

a  This  sudden  affection  or  admiration  was  raised  in  them  either  by  his  uncommon  beauty,  or 
by  the  light  which  shone  on  his  forehead,  or  because,  when  they  opened  the  ark,  they  found 
him  sucking  his  thumb,  which  supplied  him  with  milk.7 

to  See  chapter  20,  p.  235. 

•*  Al  Beidawi.  2  See  p.  34,  note  *.  ^  Vide  Rel.^nd.  de  Kel    Moh.^Tn.  p   .?i7 

*  See  cap.  7,  p.  117.  ^  Vide  Shalshel.  hakkab,  p.  11.  et  R.  Eliez,  pirke,  c.  4&-  "^  .-U 

Beidawi.     See  tbe  note.s  to  cap.  20,  p.  235.        <"  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin. 
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but  the  greater  part  of  mankind  know  not  the  truth.  And  when  Moses 
had  attained  his  age  of  full  strength,  and  was  become  a  perfect  man, 
we  bestowed  on  him  wisdom  and  knowledge  :  and  thus  do  we  reward 
the  upright.  And  he  went  into  the  city,  at  a  time  when  the  inhabitants 
thereof  observed  not  what  passed  m  the  streets  .-^  and  he  found  therein 
two  men  fighting  ;  the  one  being  of  his  own  party,  and  the  other  of  his 
enemies.'^  And  he  who  was  of  his  party,  begged  his  assistance  against 
him  who  was  of  the  contrary  party  ;  and  Moses  struck  him  with  his 
fist,  and  slew  him  :  btit  being  sony  for  what  had  happened^  he  said. 
This  is  of  the  work  of  the  devil  f  for  he  is  a  seducing  and  an  open 
enemy.  And  he  said,  O  Lord,  verily  I  have  injured  my  own  soul  • 
wherefore  forgive  me.  So  God  forgave  him ;  for  he  is  ready  to  forgive, 
and  merciful.  He  said,  O  Lord,  by  the  favours  with  which  thou 
hast  favoured  me,  I  will  not  be  an  assistant  to  the  wicked  for  the 
future.  And  the  next  morning  he  was  afraid  in  the  city,  and  looked 
about  him,  as  one  apprehensive  of  danger :  and  behold,  he  whom 
he  had  assisted  the  day  before,  cried  out  unto  him  for  help  a  second 
time.  But  Moses  said  unto  him.  Thou  art  plainly  a  quarrelsome 
fellow.  And  when  he  sought  to  lay  hold  on  him  who  was  an  enemy 
unto  them  both,  he  said,  O  Moses,  dost  thou  intend  to  kill  me,  as 
thou  killedst  a  man  yesterday  ?^  Thou  seekest  only  to  be  an 
oppressor  in  the  earth,  and  seekest  not  to  be  a  reconciler  of  quarrels. 
And  ^.  certain  man^  came  from  the  farther  part  of  the  city,  running 
hastily,  and  said,  O  Moses,  verily  the  magistrates  are  deliberating 
concerning  thee,  to  put  thee  to  death  :  depart  therefore  ;  I  certainly 
advise  thee  well.  Wherefore  he  departed  out  of  the  city  in  great  fear, 
lookmg  this  way  and  that,  lest  he  should  be  pursued.  And  he  said,  O 
Lord,  deliver  me  from  the  unjust  people.  And  when  he  was  journeying 
towards  Madian,  he  said,  Peradventure  my  Lord  will  direct  me  in 
the  right  way.^  And  when  he  arrived  at  the  water  of  Madian,  he 
found  about  the  well  a  company  of  men,  who  were  watering  tlieir  flocks. 
And  he  found,  besides  them,  two  women,  who  kept  off  their  sheep  at  a 
distance.  And  he  said  unto  the?n,  Wh^t  is  the  matter  with  you.''  They 
answered.  We  shall  not  water  our  flock,  until  the  shepherds  shall  have 
driven  away  theirs:  for  our  father  is  an  old  man,  stricken  in  years.  So 
Moses  watered  their  sheep  for  them  ;*  and  afterwards  retired  to  the 

*  viz.,  At  noon  ;  al  which  time  it  is  usual  in  those  countries  for  people  to  retire  to  sleep  ;  or, 
as  others  rather  suppose,  a  little  within  night. 

^  i.e..  The  one  being  an  Israelite  of  his  own  religion  and  nation,  and  the  other  an  idolatrous 
Egyptian, 

*  Slohammed  allows  that  Moses  killed  the  Egyptian  wrongfully  ;  but,  to  excuse  it,  supposes 
that  he  struck  him  without  designing  to  kill  him. 

•"  Some  suppose  these  words  to  have  been  spoken  by  the  Israelite,  who,  Ijccause  Moses  had 
reprimanded  him,  imagined  he  was  going  to  strike  him  ;  and  others,  by  the  Egyptian,  who 
either  knew  or  suspected  that  Moses  had  killed  his  countryman  the  day  before. 

g_This  person,  says  the  tradition,  was  an  Egyptian,  and  Pharaoh's  uncle's  son,  but  a  true 
believer;  who,  finding  that  the  king  had  been  informed  of  what  Moses  had  done,  and  designed 
to  put  him  to  death,  gave  him  immediate  notice  to  provide  for  his  safety  by  flight. 

i>  For  Moses  knew  not  the  way,  and  coming  to  a  place  where  three  roads  met,  committed 
himself  to  the  guidance  of  God,  and  took  tlie  middle  road,  which  was  the  right';  providence 
likewise  so  ordering  it,  that  his  pursuers  took  the  other  two  roads,  and  missed  him.l  Some 
say  he  was  led  by  an  angel  in  the  appearance  of  a  traveller."^ 

'  Ky  rolling  away  a  stone  of  a  prodigious  weight,  which  had  been  laid  Dver  the  mouth  of  the 

I  A!  Bcidawi  "<■  I.iHulu'cLcin. 
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shade,  saying,  O  Lord,  verily  I  stand  in  need  of  the  good  which  ihou 
shalt  send  down  unto  me.  And  one  of  the  damsels^  came  unto  him, 
walking  bashfully,  and  said,  My  father  calleth  thee,  that  he  may  recom- 
pense thee  for  the  ti'ouble  ivhich  thou  hast  taken  in  watering  our  sheep 
for  us.  And  when  he  was  come  unto  Shoaib,  and  had  told  him  the 
story  of  his  adveutitres,  he  said  tmto  him,  Fear  not  ;  thou  hast  escaped 
from  unjust  people.  And  one  of  the  damsels  said.  My  father,  hire  him 
for  certaiii  wages  :  the  best  servant  thou  canst  hire,  is  an  able  and 
trusty  person.^  And  Shoaib  said  unto  Moses,  Verily  I  will  give  thee 
one  of  these  my  two  daughters  in  marriage,  on  condition  that  thou  serve 
me  for  hire  eight  years  :  and  if  thou  fulfil  ten  j^^ri",  it  is  in  thine  own 
breast ;  for  I  seek  not  to  impose  a  hardship  on  thee :  and  thou  shalt  find 
me,  if  God  please,  a  man  of  probity.  Moses  answered.  Let  this  be  the 
covenant  between  me  and  thee :  whichsoever  of  the  two  terms  I  shall 
fulfil,  let  it  be  no  crime  in  me  if  I  then  quit  thy  service;  and  GOD  is 
witness  of  that  which  we  say.  And  when  Moses  had  fulfilled  the  term,™ 
and  was  journeying  with  his  family  towards  Egypt,  he  saw  fire  on  the 
side  of  Mount  Sinai.  And  he  said  unto  his  family,  Tarry  ye  here;  for 
I  see  fire  :  peradventure  I  may  bring  you  thence  some  tidings  of  the 
way^  or  at  least  a  brand  out  of  the  fire,  that  ye  may  be  warmed.  And 
when  he  was  come  thereto,  a  voice  cried  unto  him  from  the  right  side 
of  the  valley,  in  the  sacred  bottom,  from  the  tree,  saying,  O  Moses, 
verily  I  am  GOD,  the  Lord  of  all  creatures  :  cast  down  now  thy  rod. 
And  when  he  saw  it  that  it  moved,  as  though  it  had  been  a  serpent,  he 
retreated  and  fled,  and  returned  not.  And  God  said  unto  him,  O  Moses, 
draw  near,  and  fear  not ;  for  thou  art  safe.  Put  thy  hand  into  thy 
bosom,  and  it  shall  come  forth  white,  without  any  hurt ;  and  draw 
back  thy  hand"  unto  thee  which  thou  stretchest  forth  for  fear.  These 
shall  be  two  evident  signs  from  thy  LORD,  unto  Pharoah  and  his 
princes  ;  for  they  are  a  wicked  people.  Moses  said,  O  Lord,  verily  I 
have  slain  one  of  them  ;  and  I  fear  they  will  put  me  to  death :  but  my 
brother  Aaron  is  of  a  more  eloquent  tongue  than  I  arn;  wherefore  send 
him  wdth  me  for  an  assistant,  that  he  may  gain  me  credit ;  for  I  fear 
lest  they  accuse  me  of  imposture.  God  said.  We  will  strengthen  thine 
arm  by  thy  brother,  and  we  will  give  each  of  you  extrao7'dinary  power, 

well  by  the  shepherds,  and  required  no  less  than  seven  men  (though  some  name  a  much  larger 
number)  to  remove  it.l 

k  This  was  Seffira  (or  Zipporah)  the  elder,  or,  as  others  suppose,  the  younger  daughter  of 
Shoaib,  whom  Moses  afterwards  married. 

1  The  girl,  being  asked  by  her  father  how  she  knew  Moses  deserved  this  character,  told  him 
that  he  had  removed  the  vast  stone  above  mentioned  without  any  assistance,  and  that  he 
looked  not  in  her  face,  but  held  down  his  head  till  he  heaid  her  message,  and  desired  her  to 
walk  behind  him,  because  the  wind  ruffled  her  garments  a  little,  and  discovered  some  part  c< 
ner  legs.  2 

■*  viz.,  The  longest  term  of  ten  years.  The  Mohammedans  say,  after  the  Jews,3  that  Moses 
received  from  Shoaib  the  rod  of  the  prophets  (which  was  a  branch  of  a  myrtle  of  paradise,  and 
had  descended  to  him  from  Adam)  to  keep  off  the  wild  beasts  from  his  sheep ;  and  that  this 
was  the  rod  with  which  he  performed  all  those  wonders  in  Egypt. 

"  See  chapter  20,  p.  234. 

«  Literally,  thy  wins;:  the  expression  alludes  to  the  action  of  birds,  which  stretch  forth  their 
vings  to  fly  away  when  they  are  frighted,  and  fold  them  together  again  when  they  think 
ihemselves  secure* 

'  IJcin,  i;itcrp.  Valiya  2  Iue»B  •*  Vide  ShaU.  haKkan  p.  ji       R.  Elici.  pirx-,  c  40 

&c.         *  Al  lieidawL 
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so  that  they  shall  not  come  up  to  you,  in  oui  L]gns.  \  e  two,  and  who- 
ever shall  follow  you,  shall  be  the  conquerors.  And  when  Moses  came 
unto  them  with  our  evident  signs,  they  said.  This  is  no  other  than  a 
deceitful  piece  of  sorcery  :  neither  have  we  heard  of  anything  like  this 
among  our  forefathers.  And  Moses  said,  My  LORD  best  knoweth  who 
Cometh  with  a  direction  from  him  ;  and  who  shall  have  success  in  this 
life,  as  zvell  as  the  next :  but  the  unjust  shall  not  prosper.  And  Pharaoh 
said,  O  princes,  I  did  not  know  that  ye  had  any  other  god  besides  me.^ 
Wherefore  do  thou,  O  Haman,  burn  me  clay  ifito  bricks  ;  and  build  me 
a  high  tower,*!  that  I  may  ascend  unto  the  God  of  Moses  :  for  I  verily 
believe  him  to  be  a  liar.  And  both  he  and  his  forces  behaved  them- 
selves insolently  and  unjustly  in  the  earth  ;  and  imagined  that  they 
should  not  be  brought  before  us  to  be  judged.  Wherefore  we  took  him 
and  his  forces,  and  cast  them  into  the  sea.  Behold,  therefore,  what  was 
the  end  of  the  unjust.  And  we  made  them  deceit ftd  guides,  inviting 
their  followers  to  hell  fire  ;  and  on  the  day  of  resurrection  they  shall 
not  be  screened  from  pu7iishment.  We  pursued  them  with  a  curse  in 
this  life,  and  on  the  day  of  resurrection  they  shall  be  shamefully  rejected. 
And  we  gave  the  book  of  the  law  unto  Moses,  after  we  had  destroyed 
the  former  generations,  to  enlighten  the  minds  of  men,  and  for  a  direc- 
tion and  a  mercy  ;  that  peradventure  they  might  consider.  Thou,  O 
prophet.,  wast  not  on  the  west  side  of  Moniit  Sinai.,  when  we  delivered 
Moses  his  commission  :  neither  wast  thou  one  of  those  who  were  present 
at  his  receiving  it :  but  we  raised  up  several  generations  after  Moses  : 
and  life  was  prolonged  unto  them.  Neither  didst  thou  dwell  among 
the  inhabitants  of  Madian,  rehearsing  unto  them  our  signs  ;  but  we 
have  sent  thee  fully  instructed  in  every  particular.  Nor  wast  thou 
present  on  the  side  of  the  mount,  when  we  called  unto  Moses :  but  thou 
art  sent  as  a  mercy  from  thy  Lord  ;  that  thou  mightest  preach  unto  a 
people  to  whom  no  preacher  hath  come  before  thee,^  that  peradventure 
they  may  be  warned  ;  and  lest,  if  a  calamity  had  befallen  them,  for 
that  which  their  hands  had  previously  committed,  they  should  have 
said,  O  Lord,  since  thou  hast  not  sent  an  apostle  unto  us,  that  we 
might  follow  thy  signs,  and  become  true  believers,  a^-e  we  not  excus- 
able ?  Yet  when  the  truth  is  come  unto  them  from  before  us,  they 
say.  Unless  he  receive  the  same  power  to  work  miracles  as  Moses 
received,  we  will  not  believe.  Have  they  not  likewise  rejected  the 
revelation  which  was  heretofore  given  unto  Moses  ?  They  say,  Two 
cunning  impostures"  have  mutually  assisted  one  another  :  and  they 
say,  Verily  we  reject  them  both.  Say,  Produce  therefore  a  book  from 
God,  which  is  more  right  than  these  two,  that  I  may  follow  it ;  if  ye 

P  See  chapter  26,  p.  277. 

<1  It  is  said  that  Hainan,  having  prepared  bricks  and  other  materials,  employed  no  less  than 
fifty  thousand  men,  besides  labourers,  in  the  building ;  which  they  carried  to  so  immense  a 
height  that  the  workmen  could  no  longer  stand  on  it :  that  Pharaoh,  ascending  this  tower, 
threw  a  javelin  towards  heaven,  which  fell  back  again  stained  with  blood,  whereupon  he 
impiously  boasted  that  he  had  killed  the  God  of  Moses ;  but  at  sunset  God  sent  the  angel 
Gabriel,  who,  with  one  stroke  of  his  wing,  demolished  the  tower,  a  part  whereof,  falling  on  the 
king's  army,  destroyed  a  million  of  men.a 

'  That  is,  to  the  Arabians ;  to  whom  no  prophet  had  been  sent,  at  least  since  Ismael. 

'  VIZ.,  The  Pentateuch  and  tbe  Koran.  Some  copies  read,  Two  impostors,  m.eaning  Moses 
nod  Mohammed. 

*  Al  Zamakhshari. 
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speak  truth.  But  if  they  return  thee  no  answer,  know  that  they  only 
follow  their  own  desires  :  and  who  erreth  more  widely  from  the  t7-uth 
than  he  who  followeth  his  own  desire,  without  a  direction  from  GoD? 
verily  GOD  directeth  not  the  unjust  people.  And  now  have  we  caused 
our  word  to  come  unto  them,  that  they  may  be  admonished.  The) 
unto  whom  we  have  given  the  scriptures  which  were  revealed  before 
it,  believe  in  the  same ;  and  when  it  is  read  unto  them,  say,  We  believe 
therein  ;  it  is  certainly  the  truth  from  our  LORD  :  verily  we  were 
Moslems  before  this.*  These  shall  receive  their  reward  twice,"  because 
they  have  persevered,  and  repel  evil  by  good,  and  distribute  alms  out 
of  that  which  we  have  bestowed  on  them  ;  and  when  they  hear  vain 
discourse,  avoid  the  same,  saying.  We  have  our  works,  and  ye  have 
your  works  :  peace  be  on  you  ;^  we  covet  not  the  acquaintance  of  the 
ignorant.  Verily  thou  canst  not  direct  whom  thou  wilt :  but  GOD 
directeth  whom  he  pleaseth  ;  and  he  best  knoweth  those  who  will 
submit  to  be  directed.  The  Meccans  say,  If  we  follow  the  same  direc- 
tion with  thee,  we  shall  be  forcibly  expelled  our  land.y  Have  we  not 
established  for  them  a  secure  asylum  f  to  which  fruits  of  every  sort 
are  brought,  as  a  provision  of  our  bounty?  but  the  greater  part  of  them 
do  not  understand.  How  many  cities  have  we  destroyed,  whose 
inhabitants  lived  in  ease  and  plenty  ?  and  these  their  dwellings  are  not 
inhabited  after  them,  unless  for  a  little  while  f  and  we  were  the 
inheritors  of  their  wealth}^  But  thy  LORD  did  not  destroy  those  cities, 
until  he  had  sent  unto  their  capital  an  apostle,  to  rehearse  our  signs 
unto  them  :  neither  did  we  destroy  those  cities,  unless  their  inhabitants 
were  injurious  to  their  apostle.  The  things  which  are  given  you,  arc 
the  provisions  of  this  present  life,  and  the  pomp  thereof;  but  that  which 
is  with  God,  is  better  and  more  durable  :  will  ye  not  therefore  under- 
stand .'*  Shall  he  then,  unto  whom  we  have  promised  an  excellent 
promise  of  future  happiness.,  and  who  shall  attain  the  same,  be  as  he 
on  whom  we  have  bestowed  the  provision  of  this  present  life,  and  who, 
on  the  day  of  resurrection,  shall  be  one  of  those  who  are  delivered  up 
to  eternal  punishment?  On  that  day  GOD  shall  call  unto  them,  and 
shall  say,  Where  are  my  partners,  which  ye  imagined  to  be  so  ?  And 
they  upon  whom  the  sentence  of  damnation  shall  be  justly  pronounced, 
shall  answer,  These,  O  LORD,  are  those  whom  we  seduced  ;  we  seduced 
them  as  we  also  had  been  seduced  :  but  now  we  clearly  quit  them,  and 

«  Holding  the  same  faith  in  fundamentals,  before  the  revelation  of  the  Koran,  wnicn  we  re- 
ceive because  it  is  consonant  to  the  scriptures,  and  attested  to  by  them.  The  passage  intends 
those  Jews  and  Christians  who  had  embraced  Mohammedism. 

"  Because  tiiey  liave  believed  both  in  their  own  scr'ptures  and  in  the  Koran. 

^  See  chap.  25,  p.  275,  note  <*. 

y  This  objection  was  made  by  Al  Hareth  Ebn  Othman  Ebn  Nawfal  Ebn  Abd  Men.^f,  who 
came  to  Mohammed  and  told  him  that  tlie  Koreish  believed  he  preached  the  truth,  but  were 
apprehensive  that  if  they  made  the  Arabs  their  enemies  by  quitting  their  religion,  they  would 
be  obliged  likewise  to  quit  Mecca,  being  but  a  handful  of  men,  in  comparison  to  the  whole 
nation.  1 

2  By  giving  them  for  their  habitation  the  sacred  territory  of  Mecca,  a  place  protected  by 
God,  and  reverenced  by  man, 

"  'Ihat  is,  for  a  day,  or  a  few  hours  only,  while  travellers  stay  there  to  rest  and  refresh  them 
selves  ;  or,  as  the  original  may  also  signify,  unless  by  a/eiv  itiJiabitants  l  some  of  those  anrcienl 
cities  and  dwellings  being  utterly  desolate,  and  others  thinly  inhabited. 

^  I  here  being  none  left  to  enjoy  it  after  them. 

'  Al   IVi.l.'iwj 
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iurn  unto  thee.  They  did'not  worship  us,  but  their  own  lusts,'^  And 
it  shall  be  said  niito  the  idolaters,  Call  now  upor  those  whom  ye 
associated  with  GOD  :  and  they  shall  call  upon  them,  but  they  shall 
not  answer  them  ;  and  they  shall  see  the  punishment  prepared  for 
them,  a7id  shall  wish  that  they  had  submitted  to  be  directed.  On  that 
day  God  shall  call  unto  them,  and  shall  say.  What  answer  did  ye 
return  to  our  messengers.''  But  they  shall  not  be  able  to  give  an 
account  thereof  on  that  day  f  neither  shall  they  ask  one  another  for 
information.  Howbeit  whoso  shall  repent  and  believe,  and  shall  do 
that  which  is  right,  may  expect  to  be  happy.  Thy  LORD  createth 
what  he  pleaseth  ;  and  chooseth  freely  :  but  they  have  no  free  choice. 
Praise  be  unto  GOD ;  and  far  be  he  removed  from  tJie  idols  which  they 
associate  with  him  J  Thy  Lord  knoweth  both  the  secret  malice  which 
their  breasts  conceal,  and  the  open  hatred  which  they  discover.  He  is 
God  ;  there  is  no  God  but  he.  Unto  him  is  the  praise  due,  both  in 
this  life  and  in  that  which  is  to  come :  unto  him  doth  judgment  belong, 
and  before  him  shall  ye  be  assembled  at  the  last  day.  Say,  What  think 
ye?  If  God  should  cover  you  with  perpetual  night,  until  the  day  of 
resurrection  ;  what  god,  besides  God,  would  bring  you  light?  Will  ye 
not  therefore  hearken  ?  Say,  What  think  ye  ?  If  GOD  should  give  you 
continual  day,  until  the  day  of  resurrection  ;  what  god,  besides  GOD, 
would  bring  you  night,  that  ye  might  rest  therein?  Will  ye  not  there- 
fore consider?  Of  his  mercy  he  hath  made  for  you  the  night  and  the 
day,  that  ye  may  rest  in  the  one,  and  may  seek  to  obtain  provision  for 
yourselves  of  his  abundance,  by  your  industry,  in  the  other  j  and  that 
ye  may  give  thanks.  On  a  certain  day  GOD  shall  call  unto  them,  and 
shall  say,  Where  are  my  partners,  which  ye  imagined  to  share  the 
divine  power  with  me  ?  And  we  will  produce  a  witness  out  of  every 
nation,**  and  will  say.  Bring  hither  your  proof  of  what  ye  have  asserted. 
And  they  shall  know  that  the  right  is  God's  alone ;  and  the  deities 
which  they  have  devised  shall  abandon  them.  Karun  was  of  the 
people  of  Moses ;'  but  he  behaved  insolently  towards  them  :  for  we 

*  See  chap.  10,  p,  153, 

<*  Literally,  T/ie  account  thereof  shall  be  dark  unto  them  ;  for  the  consternation  they  shall 
then  be  under,  will  render  them  stupid,  and  unable  to  return  an  answer. 

*  viz..  The  prophet  who  shall  have  been  sent  to  each  nation. 

f  The  commentators  say,  Karun  was  vbo  son  of  Yeshar  (or  Izhar),  the  uncle  of  Moses,  and, 
consequently,  make  him  the  same  with  the  Korah  ofthe  scriptures.  This  person  is  represented 
by  them  as  the  most  beautiful  ofthe  Israelites,  and  so  far  surpassing  them  all  in  opulency  that 
the  riches  of  Karun  have  become  a  proverb.  The  Mohammedans  are  indebted  to  the  Jews  for 
this  last  circumstance,  to  which  they  h;\ve  added  several  other  fables  :  for  they  tell  us  that  he 
suilt  a  large  palace  overlaid  with  cold,  the  doors  whereof  A-ere  of  massy  gold  ;  that  he  became 
so  insolent,  because  of  his  immense  riches,  as  to  raise  a  sedition  against  Moses,  though  some 
pretend  the  occasion  of  his  rebellion  to  have  been  his  unwillingness  to  give  alms,  as  Moses  had 
commanded  ;  that  one  day,  when  tliaf.  prophet  was  preaching  to  the  people,  and,  among  other 
laws  which  he  published,  declared  that  adulterers  should  be  stoned,  Karun  asked  him  what 
if  he  should  be  found  guilty  ofthe  same  crime?  To  which  Moses  answered,  that  in  such  case 
he  would  suffer  the  same  punishment ;  and  thereupon  Karun  produced  a  harlot,  whom  he  had 
hired  to  swear  that  Moses  had  Iain  with  her,  and  charged  him  publicly  with  it  ;  but  on  Moses 
adjuring  the  woman  to  spf;ak  the  truth,  her  resolution  failed  her,  and  she  confessed  that  she 
was  suborned  by  Karun  to  accuse  him  wrongfully ;  that  then  God  directed  Moses,  who  had 
complained  to  him  of  this  usage,  to  command  the  earth  what  he  pleased,  and  it  should  obey 
him  ;  whereupon  he  said,  O  earth,  swallo^M  them  itpl  and  that  immediately  the  earth  opened 
under  Karun  and  his  confederates,  and  swallowed  them  up,  with  his  palace  and  all  his  riches.^ 
There  goes  a  tradition,  that  as  Karun  sank  gradually  into  the  ground,  first  to  his  knees,  then 

'  A'.'ulferla    lallalo  ddin,  al  Beidaw-i..  &r 
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had  given  him  so  much  treasure,  that  his  keys  would  have  loaded 
several  strong  men.s  When  his  people  said  unto  him,  Rejoice  not 
imjnoderately J  for  GOD  loveth  not  those  who  rejoice  in  their  riches 
immoderately  :  but  seek  to  attain,  by  means  of  the  wealth  which  GOD 
hath  given  thee,  the  future  mansion  of  paradise^  And  forget  not  thy 
portion  in  this  world ;  but  be  thou  bounteous  unto  others^  as  GOD  hath 
been  bounteous  unto  thee  :  and  seek  not  to  act  corruptly  in  the  earth  ; 
for  God  loveth  not  the  corrupt  doers.  He  answered,  I  have  received 
these  riches^  only  because  of  the  knowledge  which  is  with  me.*  Did 
he  not  know  that  God  had  already  destroyed,  before  him,  several 
generations,  who  were  mightier  than  he  in  strength,  and  had  amassed 
more  abundance  of  riches  ?  And  the  wicked  shall  not  be  asked  to 
discover  their  crimes.  And  Karun  went  forth  unto  his  people;  in  his 
pomp.^  And  they  who  loved  this  present  life,  said,  Oh  that  we  hao 
the  like  wealth  as  hath  been  given  unto  Karun  !  verily  he  is  master  of 
a  great  fortune.  But  those  on  whom  knowledge  had  been  bestowed, 
answered,  Alas  for  you  !  the  reward  of  GOD  in  the  7iext  life,  will  be 
better  unto  him  who  shall  believe  and  do  good  works  :  but  none  shall 
attain  the  same,  except  those  who  persevere  with  constancy.  And  we 
caused  the  ground  to  cleave  in  sunder,  and  to  swallow  up  him  and  his 
palace  :  and  he  had  no  forces  to  defend  him,  besides  GOD  ;  neither 
was  he  rescued  from  punishmeiit.  And  the  next  morning,  those  who 
had  coveted  his  condition  the  day  before,  said.  Aha  !  verily  GOD 
bestoweth  abundant  provision  on  such  of  his  servants  as  he  pleaseth  ; 
and  he  is  sparing  unto  wJiom  he  pleaseth.  Unless  GOD  had  been 
gracious  unto  us,  certainly  the  earth  had  swallowed  us  up  also.  Aha  ! 
the  unbelievers  shall  not  prosper.  As  to  this  future  mansion  of  para- 
dise,  we  will  give  it  unto  them  who  seek  not  to  exalt  themselves  in  the 
earth,  or  to  do  wrong ;  for  the  happy  issue  shall  attend  the  pious. 
Whoso  doth  good,  shall  receive  a  reward  which  shall  exceed  the  merit 
thereof :  but  as  to  hiin  who  doth  evil,  they  who  Avork  evil  shall  be 
rewarded  according  to  the  merit  only  of  that  which  they  shall  have 
wrought.  Verily  he  who  hath  given  thee  the  Koran  for  a  rule  of  faith 
and  practice^  will  certainly  bring  thee  back  home  unto  Mecca}     Say, 

to  his  waist,  then  to  his  neck,  he  cried  out  four  several  times,  O  Moses,  have  mercy  on  me  I  but 
that  Moses  continued  to  say,  O  earth,  stuallow  them  ?<■/,  till  at  last  he  wholly  disappeared: 
upon  which  God  said  to  Moses,  Thoii  hast  uo  mercy  on  Kariln,  though  he  asked  pardon  of 
thee  four  times  ;  but  I  ivoiild  Iiave  had  compassion  on  him  if  he  had  asked  pardon  0/  tne  but 
once.  2 

e  The  original  word  properly  signifies  any  number  of  persons  from  ten  to  forty.  Some 
pretend  these  keys  were  a  suflicient  load  for  seventy  men  ;  and  Abulfeda  says  forty  mules  used 
to  be  employed  to  carry  tiiem. 

b  This  passage  is  i)arallel  to  that  in  the  New  Testament,  Make  to  yourselves  friends  0/  the 
tnammoji  0/  unrighteousfiess ;  that  when  ye  /ail,  they  viay  receive  yon  into  everlasting 
hnbitations.'i 

'  For  some  say  he  was  the  most  learned  of  all  the  Israelites,  and  the  best  versed  in  the  law, 
after  Moses  and  Aaron  ;  others  pretend  he  was  skilled  in  chemistry-,  or  in  merchandizing,  or 
other  arts  of  gain,  and  others  suppose  (as  tlie  Jews  also  fable*)  that  he  found  out  the  tre.isures 
of  Joseph  in  Egypt.'' 

k  It  is  said  he  rode  on  a  white  mule  adorned  with  trappings  of  gold,  and  that  he  was  clothed 
in  purple,  and  attended  by  four  thousand  men,  all  well  mounted  and  richly  dressed. 

'  This  verse,  some  say,  was  revealed  to  Mohammed  when  he  arrived  at  Johsa,  in  his  flight 
from  Mecca  to  Medina,  to  comfort  him  and  still  his  complaints. 

3  Al  Ikidawi.     Vide  D'Herbel,  Bill.  Orient.  Art.  Carun.  '  I.uke  irv-i.  9.  <  WAt  K 

GheJal.  Sliaish.  hakkab.  p.  13.        *  )all.-\lo'ddin,  al  Bcid.iwi. 
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My  Lord  best  knoweth  who  cometh  with  a  true  direction,  and  who  is 
in  a  manifest  error.  Thou  didst  not  expect  that  the  book  of  the  Koran 
should  be  dehvered  unto  thee  :  but  thou  hast  received  it  through  the 
mercy  of  thy  Lord.  Be  not  therefore  assisting  to  the  unbelievers  ; 
neither  let  them  turn  thee  aside  from  the  signs  of  GOD,  after  they  have 
been  sent  down  unto  thee  :  and  invite  men  unto  thy  Lord.  And  be 
not  thou  an  idolater  ;  neither  invoke  any  other  god,  together  with  the 
true  God  :  there  is  no  god  but  he.  Everything  shall  perish,  except 
himself :  unto  him  belongeth  judgment ;  and  before  him  shall  ye  be 
assembled  at  the  last  day. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

entitled,  IHE   SPIDER;™   REVEALED   AT   xMECCA." 

IN    THE    NAME   OF   THE   MOST    MERCIFUL   GOD 

A  L.  M."  Do  men  imagine  that  it  shall  be  sufficient  for  them^  to 
-^^'  say,  We  believe;  while  they  be  not  proved  ?i  We  heretofore 
proved  those  who  were  before  them ;  for  GOD  will  surely  know  them 
who  are  sincere,  and  he  will  surely  know  the  liars.  Do  they  Avho  work 
evil  think  that  they  shall  prevent  us  frotn  taking  vengeance  on  them  ? 
An  ill  judgment  do  they  make.  Whoso  hopeth  to  meet  GOD,  verily 
God's  appointed  time  will  certainly  come  ;  and  he  both  heareth  and 
knoweth.  Whoever  striveth  to  promote  the  true  religion,  strive th  for 
the  advantage  of  his  own  soul ;  for  GoD  needeth  not  any  of  his  crea- 
tures :  and  as  to  those  who  believe  and  work  righteousness,  we  will 
expiate  their  evil  deeds  from  them  ;  and  we  will  give  them  a  reward 
according  to  the  utmost  merit  of  their  actions.  We  have  commanded 
man  to  show  kindness  towards  his  parents  :  but  if  they  endeavour  to 
prevail  with  thee  to  associate  with  me  that  concerning  which  thou  hast 
no  knowledge,  obey  them  not.^  Unto  me  shall  ye  return  ;  and  I  will 
declare  unto  you  what  ye  have  done.     Those  who  shall  believe,  and 

""  Transient  mention  is  made  of  this  insect  towards  the  middle  of  the  cliapter. 

"  Some  think  the  first  ten  verses,  ending  with  these  words,  A^id  he  ivell  kjiojveth  the  hyj><:> 
crites,  were  revealed  at  Medina,  and  the  rest  at  Mecca ;  and  others  believe  the  reverse, 

o  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  III.  p.  46,  .&c. 

P  Literally,  That  they  shall  he  let  alone,  &c. 

<1  This  passage  reprehends  the  impatience  of  some  of  the  prophet's  companions,  under  the 
hardships  which  they  sustained  in  defence  of  their  religion,  and  the  losses  which  they  suffered 
from  the  infidels ;  representing  to  them  that  such  trials  and  afflictions  were  necessary  to  dis- 
tinguish the  sincere  person  from  the  hypocrite,  and  the  steady  from  the  wavering.  Some  sup- 
pose it  to  have  been  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Mahja,  Omar's  slave,  killed  by  an  arrow  at  the 
battle  ol  Bedr,  which  was  deeply  lamented  and  laid  to  heart  by  his  wife  and  parents.! 

''  That  is,  If  they  endeavour  to  pervert  thee  to  idolatry.  The  passage  is  said  to  have  been 
revealed  on  account  of  Saad  Ebn  Abi  Wakkas,  and  his  mother  Hamna,  who,  when  she  heard 
that  her  son  had  embraced  Mohammedism,  swore  that  she  would  neither  eat  nor  drink  till  he 
returned  to  his  old  religion,  and  kept  lier  oath  for  three  days.2 

I  Al  r>eid.iwi.  2  Idem 
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shall  work  righteousness,  we  will  surely  introduce  info  paradise,  z^xnong 
the  upright.  There  are  some  men  who  say,  We  believe  in  GOD  :  but 
when  such  a  one  is  afflicted  for  God's  sake,  he  esteemeth  the  persecu- 
tion of  men  to  be  as  grievous  as  the  punishment  of  GOD.  Yet  if  success 
Cometh  from  thy  LORD,  they  say.  Verily  we  are  with  you.  Doth  not 
God  well  know  that  which  is  in  the  breasts  of  his  creatures  ?  Verily 
God  well  knoweth  the  true  believers,  and  he  well  knoweth  the  hypocrites. 
The  unbelievers  say  unto  those  who  believe,  Follow  our  way  ;  and  we 
will  bear  your  sins.  Howbeit  they  shall  not  bear  any  part  of  their  sins  ; 
for  they  are  liars :  but  they  shall  surely  bear  their  own  burdens,  and 
7//^^r burdens  besides  their  own  burdens;"  and  they  shall  be  examined, 
on  the  day  of  resurrection,  concerning  that  which  they  have  falsely 
devised.  We  heretofore  sent  Noah  unto  his  people  ;  and  he  tarried 
among  them  one  thousand  years,  save  fifty  years,*  and  the  deluge  took 
them  away,  while  they  were  acting  unjustly  ;  but  we  delivered  him  and 
those  who  were  in  the  ark,  and  we  made  the  same"  a  sign  unto  all 
creatures.  We  also  sent  Abraham  ;  when  he  said  unto  his  people. 
Serve  GOD,  and  fear  him  :  this  will  be  better  for  you,  if  ye  understand. 
Ye  only  worship  idols  besides  GOD,  and  forge  a  lie.  Verily  those  which 
ye  worship,  besides  GOD,  are  not  able  to  make  any  provision  for  you: 
seek  therefore/^7/r  provision  from  GOD;  and  serve  him  and  give  thanks 
unto  him  ;  unto  him  shall  ye  return.  If  he  charge  me\i\'^  imposture,^ 
verily  sundry  nations  before  you  likewise  charged  their  prophets  with 
imposture  :  but  public  preaching  only  is  incumbent  on  an  apostle.  Do 
they  not  see  how  God  produceth  creatures,  and  afterwards  restoreth 
them  ?y  Verily  this  is  easy  with  GOD.  Say,  Go  though  the  earth,  and 
see  how  he  originally  produceth  creatures  :  afterwards  will  GOD  re- 
produce another  production  ;  for  GOD  is  almighty.  He  will  punish 
whom  he  pleaseth,  and  he  will  have  mercy  on  whom  he  pleaseth. 
Before  him  shall  ye  be  brought  at  the  day  of  judgment :  and  ye  shall 
not  escape  his  reach,  either  in  earth,  or  in  heaven  f  neither  shall 
ye  have  any  patron  or  defender  besides  God.  As  for  those  who 
believe  not  in  the  signs  of  GOD,  or  that  they  shall  meet  him  at  the 

•  viz.,  The  guilt  of  seducing  others,  which  shall  be  added  to  the  guilt  of  their  own  obstinacy 
without  diminishing  the  guilt  of  such  as  shall  be  seduced  by  them. 

'  This  is  true,  if  the  whole  life  of  Noah  be  reckoned  ;  and  accordingly  Abulfeda  says  he  was 
sent  to  preach  in  his  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  yeai,  and  that  he  lived  in  all  nine  hundred  and 
fifty :  but  the  text  seeming  to  speak  of  those  years  only  which  he  spent  in  preaching  to  the 
wicked  antediluvians,  the  commentators  suppose  him  to  have  lived  much  longer.  Some  say  the 
whole  length  of  his  life  was  a  thousand  and  fifty  years ;  that  his  mission  happened  in  the  fortieth 
year  of  his  age,  and  that  he  lived  after  the  Flood  sixty  years  r^  and  others  give  different  numbers ; 
one,  in  particular,  pretending  that  Noah  lived  near  sixteen  hundred  years. 2 

This  circumstance,  says  al  Beidawi,  was  mentioned  to  encourage  Mohammed,  and  to  assure 
him  that  God,  who  supported  Noah  so  many  years  against  the  opposition  and  plots  of  the 
antediluvian  infidels,  would  not  fail  to  defend  him  against  all  attempts  of  the  idolatrous  Meccans 
and  their  partisans.  *" 

"  i.e..  The  ark. 

«  This  seems  to  be  part  of  Abraham  s  speech  to  his  people  :  but  some  suppose  that  God  here 
speaks,  bj*  waj' of  apostrophe,  first  to  the  Koreish,  and  afterwards  to  Mohammed;  and  tliat  the 
parenthesis  is  continued  to  these  words.  And  t/te  ans^viT  of  liis  people  was  no  other,  Src.  In 
which  case  we  should  have  said,  If  ye  charge  Mohammed  your  apostle  ivith  itnposture,  &c. 

T  The  infidels  are  bid  to  consider  how  Gon  causeth  the  fruits  of  the  earth  to  spring  forth,  and 
reneweth  them  every  year,  as  in  the  preceding ;  which  is  an  argument  of  his  power  to  raii« 
man,  whom  he  created  at  first,  to  life  again  after  death,  at  his  own  appointed  time. 

•  Sre  Psalm  cxxxix.  7,  &c. 

'  J  Jem.  al  Zamakh.         '  Caab.  apud  Vahv"m. 
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resurrection^  they  shall  despair  of  my  mercy,  and  for  them  is  a  painful 
punishment  ^r^/<^r^^.  And  the  answer  of  his  people  was  no  other  than 
that  they  said,  Slay  him,  or  burn  him.  But  GOD  saved  him  from  the 
fire.*  Verily  herein  were  signs  unto  people  who  believed.  And  Abra- 
ham said.  Ye  have  taken  idols,  besides  GOD,  to  ceme7it  affection  between 
you  in  this  life  :  but  on  the  day  of  resurrection,  the  one  of  you  shall  deny 
the  other,  and  the  one  of  you  shall  curse  the  other ;  and  your  abode 
shall  be  hell  fire,  and  there  shall  be  none  to  deliver  you.  And  Lot  be- 
lieved on  him.  And  Abraham  said,  Verily  I  '^y  from  my  people^  unto 
the  place  which  my  LORD  hath  comjnanded  ine;  for  he  is  the  mighty, 
the  wise.  And  we  gave  him  Isaac  and  Jacob  ;  and  we  placed  among 
his  descendants  the  gift  of  prophecy  and  the  scriptures  :  and  we  gave 
him  his  reward  in  this  world  ;  and  in  the  next  he  shall  be  07ie  of  the 
righteous.  We  also  sent  Lot ;  when  he  said  unto  his  people,  Do  ye 
commit  filthiness  which  no  creature  hath  committed  before  you  ?  Do 
ye  approach  htstfiilly  unto  men,  and  lay  wait  in  the  highways,^  and 
commit  wickedness  in  your  assembly  T  And  the  answer  of  his  people 
was  no  other  than  that  they  said,  Bring  down  the  vengeance  of  GoD 
upon  us,  if  thou  speakest  truth.  Lot  said,  O  Lord,  defend  me  against 
the  corrupt  people.  And  when  our  messengers  came  unto  Abraham 
with  good  tidings,^  they  said.  We  will  surely  destroy  the  inhabitants  of 
this  city ;  for  the  inhabitants  thereof  are  unjust  doers.  Abraham 
answered.  Verily  Lot  dwelleth  there.  They  replied.  We  well  know  who 
dwelleth  therein  :  we  will  surely  deliver  him  and  his  family  except  his 
wife ;  she  shall  be  one  of  those  who  remain  behind.  And  when  our 
messengers  came  unto  Lot,  he  was  troubled  for  them,  and  his  arm 
was  straitened  concerning  them.®  But  they  said,  Fear  not,  neither  be 
grieved  ;  for  we  will  deliver  thee  and  thy  family,  except  thy  wife  ;  for 
she  shall  be  one  of  those  who  remain  behind.  We  will  surely  bring 
down  upon  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  vengeance  from  heaven,  for  that 
they  have  been  wicked  doers  :  and  we  have  left  thereof  a  manifest  sign* 
unto  people  who  understand.  And  unto  the  inhabitants  ^Madian  we 
sent  their  brother  Shoaib  ;  and  he  said  unto  them,  O  my  people,  serve 
God,  and  expect  the  last  day  ;  and  transgress  not,  acting  corruptly  in 
the  earth.  But  they  accused  him  of  imposture  ;  wherefore  a  storm  from 
heaven^  assailed  them,  and  in  the  morning  they  were  found  in  their 
dwellings  dead  and  prostrate.  And  we  also  destroyed  the  tribes  of  Ad 
and  Thamud  ;  and  this  is  well  known  unto  you  from  what  yet  remains 
of  their  dwellings.  And  Satan  prepared  their  works  for  them,  and 
turned  them  aside  from  the  way  of  truth;  although  they  were  sagacious 
people.  And  we  likewise  destroyed  Karun,  and  Pharaoh,  and  Haman. 
Moses  came  unto  them  with  evident  7mraclesj  and  they  behaved  them- 

»  See  chapter  21. 

•>  Some  suppose  the  Sodomites  robbed  and  murdered  the  passengers ;  others,  that  they  un- 
naturally abused  their  bodies, 

*  Their  meetings  being  scenes  of  obscenity  and  riot. 
^  See  chapter  ii,  p.  165,  &c. 

*  See  ibid.  p.  166. 

f  viz.,  The  story  of  its  destruction,  handed  down  by  common  tradition  ;  or  else  its  ruins,  01 
some  other  footsteps  of  this  signal  judgment ;  it  being  pretended  that  several  of  the  stones, 
which  fell  from  heaven  on  those  cities,  are  still  to  be  seen,  and  that  the  ground  where  thcj 
".toed  appears  burnt  and  blackish. 

g  See  chapter  7,  p.  114. 
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selves  insolently  in  the  earth  :  but  they  could  not  escape  our  vengeance. 
Every  of  them  did  we  destroy  in  his  sin.     Against  some  of  them  we 
sent  a  violent  wind  :^  some  of  them  did  a  terrible  noise  from  heaven 
destroy  -}  some  of  them  did  we  cause  the  earth  to  swallow  up  y-  and 
some  of  them  we  drowned.^     Neither  was  God  disposed  to  treat  them 
unjustly;  but  they  dealt  unjustly  with  their  own  souls.     The  likeness 
of  those  who  take  other  patrons  besides  GoD,  is  as  the  likeness  of  the 
spider,  which  maketh  herself  a  house :  but  the  weakest  of  all  houses 
surely  is  the  house  of  the  spider  ;  if  they  knew  this.     Moreover  GOD 
knoweth  what  things  they  invoke,  besides  him  ;  and  he  is  the  mighty, 
the  wise.      These  similitudes  do  we  propound  unto  men  :  but  none 
understand  them,  except  the  wise.     GOD  hath  created  the  heavens  and 
the  earth  in  truth  :  verily  herein  is  a  sign  unto  the  true  believers.    (XXI.) 
Rehearse  that  which  hath  been  revealed  unto  thee  of  the  book  of  the 
Koran :  and  be  constant  at  prayer  ;  for  prayer  preserveth  a  man  from 
filthy  crimes,  and/r^w  that  which  is  blameable  ;  and  the  remembering 
of  God  is  surely  a  most  important  dttty.     GOD  knoweth  that  which  ye 
do.    Dispute  not  against  those  who  have  received  the  scriptures,  unless 
in  the  mildest  manner  -^  except  against  such  of  them  as  behave  injuri- 
ously towards  yoic :  and  say.  We  believe  in  the  revelation  which  hath 
been  sent  down  unto  us,  and  also  in  that  which  hath  been  sent  down 
unto  you  ;  our  GoD  and  your  GOD  is  one,  and  unto  him  are  we  resigned. 
Thus  have  we  sent  down  the  book  of  the  Koran  unto  thee:  and  they 
unto  whom  we  have  given  the  former  scriptures,  believe  therein  ;  and 
of  these  Arabia7is  also  there  is  who  believeth  therein  :  and  none  reject 
our  signs  except  the  obstinate  infidels.      Thou  couldst  not  read  any 
book  before  this  ;   neither  couldst  thou  write  it  with  thy  right  hand  : 
then  had  the  gainsayers  justly  doubted  of  the  divine  07  igiiial  thereof 
But  the  same  is  evident  signs  in  the  breasts  of  those  who  have  received 
understanding  :  for  none  reject  our  signs,  except  the  unjust.    They  say, 
Unless  a  sign  be  sent  down  unto  him  from  his  Lord,  we  will  not  be- 
lieve.    Answer,  Signs  are  in  the  power  of  GOD  alone ;  and  I  am  no 
more  than  a  public  preacher.     Is  it  not  sufficient  for  them  that  we 
have  sent  down  unto  thee  the  book  of  the  Koran,  to  be  read  unto 
them  ?    Verily  herein  is  a  mercy,  and  an  admonition  unto  people  who 
believe.     Say,  GoD  is  a  sufficient  witness  between  me  and  you  :  he 
knoweth  whatever  is  in  heaven  and  earth  ;  and  those  who  believe  in 
vain  idols,  and  deny  GOD,  they  shall  perish.     They  will  urge  thee  to 
hasten  the  punishment  which  they  defy  thee  to  bring  down  upon  them  :^ 
if  there  had  not  bee7i  a  determined  time  for  their  respite,  the  punish- 
ment had  come  upon  them  before  this;  but  it  shall  surely  overtake 
them  suddenly,  and  they  shall  not  foresee  it.     They  urge  thee  to  bring 
down  vengeance  swiftly  upo7i  them:  but  hell  shall  surely  encompass 

h  The  original  word  properly  signifies  a  wind  that  drives  t1t£  gravel  end  stiiall  stones  before 
it ;  by  which  the  storm,  or  shower  of  stones,  which  destroyed  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  seems  to 
be  intended. 

>  Which  was  the  end  of  Ad  and  Thamud. 

''  As  it  did  Karun. 

•  As  the  unbelievers  in  Noah  s  time^  and  Pharaoh  and  his  army 

"'  i.e..  Without  ill  language  or  passion.  This  verse  is  generally  supposed  to  ha\e  liecu  abro- 
{jated  by  that  of  th^  sword ;  though  some  think  it  relates  only  to  those  who  an.  in  alliance  with 
the  Moslems. 

"  See  chapter  6,  o.  93. 
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the  unbelievers.  On  a  certain  day  their  punishment  shall  suddenly 
assail  them,  both  from  above  them,  and  from  under  their  feet ;  and  God 
shall  say,  Taste  ye  the  reward  of  that  which  ye  have  wrought.  O  my 
servants  who  have  believed,  verily  my  earth  is  spacious  ;  wherefore 
serve  me.°  Every  soul  shall  taste  death  :  afterwards  shall  ye  return 
vnto  us ;  and  as  for  those  who  shall  have  believed,  and  wrought 
righteousness,  we  will  surely  lodge  them  in  a  higher  apartment  of 
paradise  ;  rivers  shall  flow  beneath  them,  and  they  shall  continue  there- 
in for  ever.  How  excellent  will  be  the  reward  of  the  workers  oj 
riohteoiisnessj  who  persevere  with  patience,  and  put  their  trust  in  their 
Lord  !  How  many  beasts  are  there ^  which  provide  not  their  food .?  // 
is  God  who  provideth  food  for  them  and  for  you  ;  and  he  both  heareth 
atid  knoweth.  Verily,  if  thou  ask  the  Meccans,  who  hath  created  the 
heavens  and  the  earth,  and  hath  obliged  the  sun  and  the  moon  to  serve 
in  their  cotirsesj  they  will  answer,  GOD.  How  therefore  do  they  lie,  in 
ackfiowledging  of  other  gods  ?  GOD  maketh  abundant  provision  for 
such  of  his  servants  as  he  pleaseth  ;  and  is  sparing  unto  him,  if  he 
pleaseth  :  for  GOD  knoweth  all  things.^  Verily  if  thou  ask  them,  who 
sendeth  rain  from  heaven,  and  thereby  quickeneth  the  earth,  after  it 
hath  been  dead  ;  they  will  answer,  GOD.  Say,  GOD  be  praised  !  But 
the  greater  part  of  them  do  not  understand.  This  present  life  is  no 
other  than  a  toy  and  a  plaything  ;  but  the  future  mansion  of  paradise 
is  life  indeed  :  if  they  knew  this,  they  would  not  prefer  the  former  to  the 
latter.  When  they  sail  in  a  ship,  they  call  upon  GoD,  sincerely  exhibit- 
ing unto  him  the  true  religion  :  but  when  he  bringeth  them  safe  to  land, 
behold,  they  return  to  their  idolatry ;  to  show  themselves  ungrateful  for 
that  which  we  have  bestowed  on  them,  and  that  they  may  enjoy  the 
delights  of  this  life  ;  but  they  shall  hereafter  know  the  issue.  Do  they 
not  see  that  we  have  made  the  territory  of  Mecca  an  inviolable  and 
secure  asylum,  when  men  are  spoiled  i7i  the  countries  round  about  them  ? 
Do  they  therefore  believe  in  that  which  is  vain,  and  acknowledge  not 
the  goodness  of  God?  But  who  is  more  unjust  than  he  who  deviseth 
a  he  against  GOD,  or  denieth  the  truth,  when  it  hath  come  unto  him  ? 
Is  there  not  in  hell  an  abode  for  the  unbelievers  ?  Whoever  do  their 
utmost  endeavour  to  promote  our  true  religion,  we  will  direct  them  into 
our  ways  ;  for  GOD  is  with  the  righteous. 

0  That  is,  If  ye  cannot  serve  me  in  one  city  or  country,  fly  unto  another,  where  ye  may  pro- 
fess the  true  religion  in  safety  ;  for  the  earth  is  wide  enough,  and  ye  may  easily  find  places  o( 
refuge.  Mohammed  is  said  to  have  declared,  That  whoever  flies  for  the  sake  of  his  religion, 
though  he  stir  but  the  distance  of  a  span,  merits  paradise,  and  shall  be  the  companion  of 
Abraham  and  of  himself.l 

P  And  particularly  who  will  make  a  good,  and  who  will  make  a  bad  use  of  their  riches. 

1  Al  Beidawl 
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CHAPTER  XXX 
ENTITLED,  THE  GREEKS  \^  REVEALED  AT  MECCA-' 

IN    THE    NAME    OF    THE    MOST    MERCIFUL   GOD. 

M.*     The  Greeks  have  been  overcome  by  the  Persians,^  in  the 


A.^' 


q  The  original  word  is  al  Rum  ;  by  which  the  later  Greeks,  or  subjects  of  the  Constantino- 
politan  empire,  are  here  meant;  though  the  Arabs  give  the  same  name  also  to  the  Romans,  and 
other  Europeans. 

''  Some  except  the  verse  beginning  at  these  words,  Praise  be  uttto  God. 

'  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IIL  p.  46,  &c. 

*  The  accomplishment  of  the  prophecy  contained  in  this  passage,  which  is  very  famous  among 
the  Mohammedans,  being  insisted  on  by  their  doctors  as  a  convincing  proof  that  the  Korao 
really  came  down  from  heaven,  it  may  be  excusable  to  be  a  little  particular. 

The  passage  is  said  to  have  been  revealed  on  occasion  of  a  great  victory  obtained  by  the  Per 
siansover  the  Greeks,  the  news  whereof  coming  to  Mecca,  the  infidels  became  strangely  elated, 
and  began  to  abuse  Mohammed  and  his  followers,  imagining  that  this  success  of  the  Persians, 
who,  like  themselves,  were  idolaters,  and  supposed  to  have  no  scriptures,  against  the  Christians, 
who  pretended  as  well  as  Mohammed  to  worship  one  God,  and  to  have  divine  scriptures,  was 
an  earnest  of  their  own  future  successes  against  the  prophet  and  those  of  his  religion  :  to  check 
which  vain  hopes,  it  was  foretold,  in  the  words  of  the  text,  that  how  improbable  soever  it  might 
seem,  yet  the  scale  should  be  turned  in  a  few  years,  and  the  vanquished  Greeks  prevail  as  re- 
markably against  the  Persians 

That  this  prophecy  was  exactly  fulfilled  the  commentators  fail  not  to  observe,  though  they 
do  not  exactly  agree  in  the  accounts  they  give  of  its  accomplishment ;  the  number  of  years 
between  the  two  actions  being  not  precisely  determined.  Some  place  the  victory  gained  by 
the  Persians  in  the  fifth  year  before  the  Hejra,  and  their  defeat  by  the  Greeks  in  the  second 
year  after  it,  when  the  battle  of  Bedr  was  fought ;!  others  place  the  former  in  the  third  or  fourth 
year  before  the  Hejra,  and  the  latter  in  the  end  of  the  sixth  or  beginning  of  the  seventh  year 
after  it,  when  the  expedition  of  al  Hodeibiyah  was  undertaken. '- 

Ihe  date  of  the  victory  gained  by  the  Greeks,  in  the  first  of  these  accounts,  interferes  with 
a  story  which  the  commentators  tell,  of  a  wager  laid  by  Abu  Beer  with  Obba  Ebn  Khalf,  who 
turned  this  prophecy  into  ridicule.  Abu  Beer  at  first  laid  ten  young  camels  that  the  Persians 
should  receive  an  overthrow  within  three  years ;  but  on  his  acquainting  Mohammed  with  what 
he  had  done,  <that  prophet  told  him  that  the  woid  bed',  made  use  of  in  this  passage,  signified 
no  determinate  number  of  years,  but  any  numbei  from  three  to  nine  (though  some  suppose  the 
tenth  year  is  included),  and  therefore  advised  him  to  prolong  the  time,  and  to  raise  the  wager ; 
which  he  accordingly  proposed  to  Obba,  and  they  agreed  that  the  time  assigned  should  be  nine 
years,  and  the  wager  a  hundred  camels.  Before  the  time  was  elapsed,  Obba  died  of  a  wound 
n«  had  received  at  Ohod,  in  the  third  year  of  the  Hejra  ;'^  but  the  evenc  .ifterwards  showing 
that  Abu  Beer  had  won,  he  received  the  camels  of  Obba's  heirs,  and  brought  them  in  triumph 
to  Mohammed.'* 

History  informs  us  that  the  successes  of  Khosru  Parviz,  king  of  Persia,  who  carried  on  a 
terrible  war  against  the  Greek  empire,  to  revenge  the  death  of  Maurice,  his  father-in-law,  slain 
by  Phocas,  were  very  great,  and  continued  in  an  uninterrupted  course  for  two  and  twenty  years. 
Particularly  in  the  year  of  Christ  615,  about  the  beginning  of  the  sixth  year  before  the  Hejra 
the  Persians,  having  the  preceding  year  coequered  Syria,  made  themselves  masters  of  Pales- 
tine, and  took  Jerusalem ;  which  seems  to  be  that  signal  advantage  gained  over  the  Greeks 
mentioned  in  this  passage,  as  agreomg  best  with  the  terms  here  used,  and  most  likely  to  alarm 
the  Arabs  by  reason  of  their  vicinity  to  the  scene  of  action  :  and  there  was  .so  little  probability, 
at  that  time,  of  the  Greeks  being  able  to  retrieve  their  losses,  much  less  to  distress  the  Persians, 
that  in  the  following  yeais  the  arms  of  the  latter  made  still  farther  and  more  considerable  pro- 
gresses, and  at  length  they  laid  siege  to  Constantinople  itself.  But  in  the  year  625,  in  which 
the  fourth  year  of  the  Hejra  began,  about  ten  years  after  the  taking  of  Jerusalem,  the  Greeks, 
when  it  was  least  expected,  gained  a  remarkable  victory  over  the  Persians,  and  not  only 
obliged  them  to  quit  the  territories  of  the  empire,  by  carrying  the  war  into  their  own  countrj-, 
but  drove  them  to  the  last  extremity,  and  spoiled  the  capital  city  al  Madayen ;  Heraclius 
enjoying  thenceforward  a  continued  series  of  good  fortune,  to  the  deposition  and  death  ol 
Khosru.  For  more  e.xact  information  in  these  matters,  and  more  nicely  fixing  the  dates,  eithei 
so  as  to  correspond  with  or  to  overturn  this  pretended  prophecy  (neither  of  which  is  njy  bus» 
ness  here),  the  reader  may  have  recourse  to  the  historians  and  chronologers.5 

1  Jallalo'ddin,  &c.  2  Al  Zamakh.,  al  Beid.awi  3  See  p,  272,  note  »>.         4  Al  beidawi. 

Jallalo'ddin,  &c.        5  Vide  etiam  Asseman.  Bibl.  Orient,  t.  3,  part  i.  p   iii,  &c.    et  Boulainv 
Vie  de  M.ihom.  p.  333,  &c 
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nearest  part  of  the  land ;"  but  after  their  defeat,  they  shall  overcome 
Sfie  others  in  their  turtle  within  a  few  years.  Unto  GoD  beloiigeih  the 
disposal  of  this  7natter^  both  for  what  is  past,  and  for  what  is  to  come  ; 
and  on  that  day  shall  the  believers  rejoice  in  the  success  granted  by 
God  ;  for  he  granteth  success  unto  whom  he  pleaseth.  and  he  is  the 
mighty,  the  merciful.  This  is  the  promise  of  God  :  GoD  will  not  act 
contrary  to  his  promise  ;  but  the  greater  part  of  men  know  not  the 
veracity  of  God.  They  know  the  outward  appearance  of  this  present 
Hfe  ;  but  they  are  careless  as  to  the  life  to  come.  Do  they  not  consider 
within  themselves  that  GoD  hath  not  created  the  heavens  and  the 
earth,  and  whatever /j-  between  them,  otherwise  than  in  truth,  and  hath 
set  them  a  determined  period  ?  Verily  a  great  number  of  men  reject 
the  belief  of  their  future  meeting  their  Lord  at  the  resurrection.  Do 
they  not  pass  through  the  earth,  and  see  what  hath  been  the  end  of 
those  who  were  before  them?  They  excelled  the  Meccans  in  strength, 
and  broke  up  the  earth,^  and  inhabited  it  in  greater  affluence  and 
prosperity  than  they  inhabit  the  same  :  and  their  apostles  came  unto 
them  with  evident  jniracles;  and  God  was  not  disposed  to  treat  them 
unjustly,  but  they  injured  their  own  souls  by  their  obstinate  infidelity j 
and  the  end  of  those  who  had  done  evil,  was  evil,  because  they  charged 
the  signs  of  GOD  with  falsehood,  and  laughed  the  same  to  scorn.  GOD 
produceth  creatures,  and  will  hereafter  restore  them  to  life :  then  shall 
ye  return  unto  him.  And  on  the  day  whereon  the  hour  shall  come,  the 
wicked  shall  be  struck  dumb  for  despair  ;  and  they  shall  have  no  inter- 
cessors from  among  the  idols  which  they  associated  witJi  God;  and 
they  shall  deny  the  false  gods  which  they  associated  witJi  him.  On  the 
day  whereon  the  hour  shall  come,  on  that  day  shall  the  true  believers 
and  the  infidels  be  separated  :  and  they  who  shall  have  believed,  and 
wrought  righteousness,  shall  take  their  pleasure  inadelighfulmeadow ; 
but  as  for  those  who  shall  have  disbelieved,  and  rejected  our  signs,  and 
the  meetiiig  of  the  next  life,  they  shall  be  delivered  up  to  punishment. 
Wherefore  glorify  GOD,  when  the  evening  overtaketh  you,  and  when  ye 
rise  in  the  morning  :  and  unto  him  be  praise  in  heaven  and  earth  ;  and 
at  sunset,  and  when  ye  rest  at  noon.y  He  bringeth  forth  the  livhig  out 
of  the  dead,  and  he  bringeth  forth  the  dead  out  of  the  living  f  and  he 
quickeneth  the  earth  after  it  hath  been  dead  :  and  in  lil:e  manner  stiall- 
ye  be  brought  ioxXhfrofn  your  graves.  Of  his  signs  otie  is,  that  he  hath 
created  you  of  dust ;  and  behold,  ye  are  become  men,  spread  over  the 
face  of  the  earth.  And  of  his  signs  another  is,  that  he  hath  created  for 
you,  out  of  yourselves,  wives,  that  ye  may  cohabit  with  them  ;  and  hath 

"  Some  interpreters,  supposing  that  the  land  here  meant  is  the  land  of  Arabia,  or  else  that  ol 
the  Greeks,  place  the  scene  of  action  in  the  confines  of  Arabia  and  Syria,  near  Bostra  afid 
Adhraat  \^  others  imagine  the  land  of  Persia  is  intended,  and  lay  the  scene  in  JNIesopotamia, 
on  the  frontiers  of  that  kingdom  ;7  but  Ebn  Abbas,  with  more  probability,  thinks  it  was  i  i 
Palestine. 

^  To  dig  for  water  and  minerals,  and  to  till  the  ground  for  seed,  &c.*^ 

y  Some  are  of  opinion  that  the  five  times  of  praver  are  intended  in  thr-.  passage  ;  the  evening 
mcluding  the  time  both  of  the  prayer  of  sunset,  and  of  the  evening  prajer  properly  so  caiieti 
and  the  word  I  have  rendered  at  sunset,  marking  the  hour  of  afternoon  prayer,  since  i:  ni:iy  It 
applied  also  to  the  time  a  little  before  sunset. 

*  See  chapter  3,  p.  34. 

'  Yahya,  al  BaidSwi.        7  Mojahed,  apud  Zamakli.     Ja)lalo'ddin.         8  Al  Beidawl 
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put  love  and  compassion  between  you  :  verily  herein  are  signs  unto 
people  who  consider.  And  of  his  signs  are  also  the  creation  of  the 
heavens  and  the  earth,  and  the  variety  of  your  languages,  and  of  your 
complexions  :^  verily  herein  are  signs  unto  men  of  understanding.  And 
of  his  signs  are  your  sleeping  by  night  and  by  day,  and  your  seeking  to 
provide  for  yourselves  of  his  abundance  :  verily  herein  are  signs  unto 

f)eople  who  hearken.  Of  his  signs  others  are,  that  he  showeth  you  the 
ightning,  io  strike  terror,  and  to  give  hope  of  rain,  and  that  he  sendeth 
down  water  from  heaven,  and  quickeneth  thereby  the  earth,  after  it 
hath  been  dead  :  verily  herein  are  signs  unto  people  who  understand. 
And  of  his  signs  this  also  is  otie,  namely^  that  the  heaven  and  the 
earth  stand  firm  at  his  command  :  hereafter,  when  he  shall  call  you 
out  of  the  earth  at  one  summons,  behold,  ye  shall  come  forth. 
Unto  him  a7'e  subject  whosoever  are  in  the  heavens  and  on  earth  : 
all  are  obedient  unto  him.  It  is  he  who  originally  produceth  a 
creature,  and  afterwards  restoreth  the  same  to  life :  and  this  is 
most  easy  with  him.  He  justly  challengeth  the  most  exalted  com- 
parison, in  heaven  and  earth  f  and  he  is  the  mighty,  the  wise.  He 
propoundeth  unto  you  a  comparison  taken  from  yourselves.  Have 
ye,  among  the  slaves  whom  your  right  hands  possess,  any  partner 
in  the  substance  which  we  have  bestowed  on  you,  so  that  ye  be- 
come equal  sharers  therein  with  them,  or  that  ye  fear  them  as  ye 
fear  one  another  i'^  Thus  do  we  distinctly  explain  our  signs,  unto 
people  who  understand.  But  those  who  act  unjustly  by  attributing 
companions  zinto  God,  follow  their  own  lusts,  without  knowledge  :  and 
who  shall  direct  him  whom  GOD  shall  cause  to  err?  They  shall  have  none 
to  help  them.  Wherefore  be  thou  orthodox,  and  set  thy  face  towards 
the  true  religion,  the  institution  of  GOD,  to  which  he  hath  created 
mankind  disposed  :  there  is  no  change  "in  what  GOD  hath  created.*^ 
This  is  the  right  religion  ;  but  the  greater  part  of  men  know  //  not. 
And  be  ye  turned  unto  him,  and  fear  him,  and  be  constant  at  prayer, 
and  be  not  idolaters.  Of  those  who  have  made  a  schism  in  their 
religion,  and  are  divided  into  various  sects  ;  every  sect  rejoice  in  their 
own  opijiion.  When  adversity  befalleth  men,  they  call  upon  their 
Lord,  turning  unto  him  :  afterwards,  when  he  hath  caused  them  to 
taste  of  his  mercy,  behold,  a  part  of  them  associate  otJier  deities  with 
their  Lord  ;  to  show  themselves  ungrateful  for  the  favours  which  we 
have  bestowed  on  them.  Enjoy  therefore  the  vain  pleasures  of  this 
life;  but  hereafter  shall  ye  know  the  co)isequence.  Have  we  sent  down 
unto  them  any  authority,  which  speaketh  of  \.\it  false  gods  which  they 
associate  with  him?^     When  we  cause  men  to  taste  mercy,  they  rejoice 

*  Which  are  certainly  most  wonderful,  and,  as  I  conceive,  very  hard  to  be  accounted  for,  if 
we  allow  the  several  nations  in  the  world  to  be  all  the  offspring  of  one  man,  as  we  are  assured 
by  scripture  they  are,  without  having  recourse  to  the  immediate  omnipotency  of  God. 

»  That  is,  in  speaking  of  him  we  ought  to  make  use  of  the  most  noble  and  magnificent 
expressions  we  can  possibly  devise. 

^  Sc^  chapter  16,  p.  200 

'  /.».,  The  immutable  law,  or  rule,  to  which  man  is  naturally  disposed  to  conform,  and  wnlch 
every  one  would  embrace,  as  most  lit  for  a  rational  creature,  if  it  were  not  for  the  prejudices  of 
education  The  Mohannnedans  have  a  tradition  that  their  prophet  used  to  say.  That  every 
person  h  f'orii  naturally  d is f>oscd  to  become  a  Moslem  ;  but  that  a  vian's  parents  make  hitK  a 
Jew,  a  Chnstiaii,  or  a  Afa^^ia7i. 

<-  That  is,  Have  we  either  by  the  mouth  of  any  prophet,  or  by  any  wrilt;;n  revelation,  com 
tnanded  or  encouraged  tho  wor^h.ip  of  more  gods  than  one? 
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therein ;  but  if  evil  befalleth  them,  for  that  which  their  hands  have 
before  committed,  behold,  they  despair.®  Do  they  not  see  that  God 
bestoweth  provision  abundantly  on  whom  he  pleaseth,  and  is  sparing 
unto  whom  he  pleaseth  ?  Verily  herein  are  signs  unto  people  who 
believe.  Give  unto  him  who  is  of  kin  to  thee  his  reasonable  due  ;  and 
also  to  the  poor  and  the  sttanger  :  this  is  better  for  those  who  seek  the 
face  of  God  ;  and  they  shall  prosper.  Whatever  ye  shall  give  in  usury,' 
to  be  an  increase  of  men's  substance,  shall  not  be  increased  by  the 
blessing  of  GOD  :  but  whatever  ye  shall  give  in  alms,  for  God's  sake, 
they  shall  receive  a  twofold  reward.  It  is  God  who  hath  created  you, 
and  hath  provided  food  for  you  :  hereafter  will  he  cause  you  to  die ; 
and  after  that  will  he  raise  you  again  to  life.  Is  there  any  of  your  false 
gods,  who  is  able  to  do  the  least  of  these  things  ?  Praise  be  unto  him  ; 
and  far  be  he  removed  from  what  they  associate  with  him!  Corruptions 
liath  appeared  by  land  and  by  sea,  for  the  crimes  which  men's  hands 
have  committed  ;  that  it  might  make  them  to  taste^  a  part  of  Xhefrtcits 
of  that  which  they  had  wrought,  that  peradventure  they  might  turn 
from  their  evil  ways.  Say,  Go  through  the  earth,  and  see  what  hath 
been  the  end  of  those  who  have  been  before  yon  :  the  greater  part  of 
them  were  idolaters.  Set  thy  face  therefore  towards  the  right  religion, 
before  the  day  cometh,  which  none  can  put  back  from  God.  On  that 
day  shall  they  be  separated  into  two  companies  :  whoever  shall  have 
been  an  unbeliever,  on  him  shall  his  unbelief  be  charged;  and  whoever 
shall  have  done  that  which  is  right,  shall  spread  themselves  couches  of 
repose  in  paradise j  that  he  may  reward  those  who  shall  believe  and 
work  righteousness,  of  his  abundant  liberality  ;  for  he  loveth  not  the 
unbelievers.  Of  his  signs  one  is,  that  he  sendeth  the  winds,  bearing 
welcome  tidings  of  rain,  that  he  may  cause  you  to  taste  of  his  mercy  ; 
and  that  ships  may  sail  at  his  command,  that  ye  may  seek  to  enrich 
yourselves  of  his  abundance  by  commerce  j  and  that  ye  may  give 
thanks.  We  sent  apostles,  before  thee,  unto  their  respective  people, 
and  they  came  unto  them  with  evident  proofs :  and  we  took  vengeance 
on  those  who  did  wickedly ;  and  it  was  incumbent  on  us  to  assist  the 
true  believers.  //  is  GOD  who  sendeth  the  winds,  and  raiseth  the 
clouds,  and  spreadeth  the  same  in  the  heaven,  as  he  pleaseth  ;  and 
afterwards  disperseth  the  same  :  and  thou  mayest  see  the  rain  issuing 
from  the  midst  thereof ;  and  when  he  poureth  the  same  down  on  such 
of  his  servants  as  he  pleaseth,  behold,  they  are  filled  with  joy  ;  although 
before  it  was  sent  down  unto  them,  before  such  relief  they  were  de- 
spairing. Consider  therefore  the  traces  of  God's  mercy  ;  how  he 
quickeneth  the  earth,  after  its  state  <?/ death :  verily  the  same  will  raise 
the  dead  ;  for  he  is  almighty.  Yet  if  we  should  send  a  blasting  wind, 
and  they  should  see  their  corn  yellow  and  burnt  up,  they  would  surely 
become  ungrateful,  after  our  former  favours.  Thou  canst  not  make  the 
dead  to  hear,  neither  canst  thou  make  the  deaf  to  hear  thy  call,  when 
they  retire  and  turn  their  backs  ;  neither  canst  thou  direct  the  blind 

*  And  seek  not  to  regain  the  favour  of  God  by  timely  repentance. 
f  Or  by  way  of  bribe.     The  word  may  include  any  sort  of  extortion  or  illicit  gain. 
S  viz..  Mischief  and  public  calamities,  such  as  famine,  pestilence,  droughts,  shipwrecks,  &c., 
or  erroneous  doctrines,  or  a  generiil  depravity  of  manners. 

a  Soaie  copies  read  in  the  first  person  plural,  That  ive  »nght  cause  ineui  to  taste  &c 
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out  of  their  error  :  thou  shalt  make  none  to  hear,  except  him  who  shall 
believe  in  our  signs  ;  for  they  are  resigned  wito  tis.  It  is  GOD  who 
created  you  in  weakness,  and  after  weakness  hath  given  yo2i  strength  ; 
and  after  strength,  he  will  again  reduce  yoji  to  weakness,  and  grey 
hairs  :  he  createth  that  which  he  pleaseth  ;  and  he  is  the  wise,  the 
powerful.  On  the  day  whereon  the  last  hour  shall  come,  the  wicked 
will  swear  that  they  have  not  tarried*  above  an  hour  :  in  like  manner 
did  they  utter  lies  i?i  their  lifetime.  But  those  on  whom  knowledge 
hath  been  bestowed,  and  faith,  will  say,  Ye  have  tarried,  according  to 
the  book  of  GOD,^  until  the  day  of  resurrection  :  for  this  is  the  day  of 
resurrection  ;  but  ye  knew  it  not.  On  that  day  their  excuse  shall  not 
avail  those  who  have  acted  unjustly  ;  neither  shall  they  be  invited  any 
more  to  make  themselves  acceptable  nnto  God.  And  now  have  we 
propounded  unto  men,  in  this  Koran,  parables  of  every  kind  :  yet  if 
thou  bring  them  a  verse  thereof  the  unbelievers  will  surely  say,  Ye  are 
no  other  than  publishers  of  vain  falsehoods.  Thus  hath  GOD  sealed 
up  the  hearts  of  those  who  believe  not.  But  do  thou,  O  Mohammed^ 
persevere  with  constancy,  for  the  promise  of  GOD  is  true  ;  and  let  not 
those  induce  thee  to  waver,  who  have  no  certain  knowledge. 


CHAPTER   XXXI. 

ENTITLED,   LOKMAN  '}    REVEALED  AT   MECCA." 

IN    THE    NAME    OF    THE    MOST    MERCIFUL   GOD. 

AL.  M."  These  are  the  signs  of  the  wise  book,  a  direction,  and  a 
•  n^ercy  unto  the  righteous  ;  who  observe  the  appointed  times  of 
prayer,  and  give  alms,  and  have  firm  assurance  in  the  life  to  come  : 
these  are  directed  by  their  Lord,  and  they  shall  prosper.  There  is  a 
man  who  purchaseth  a  ludicrous  story ,°  that  he  may  seduce  men  from 
the  way  of  God,  witbout  knowledge,  and  may  laugh  the  same  to  scorn  : 

'  viz..  In  the  world  or  in  their  graves.     See  chapter  23,  p.  262. 

k  That  is,  according  to  his  foreknowledge  and  decree  in  the  preserved  table  ;  or  according  to 
what  is  said  in  the  Koran,  where  the  state  of  the  dead  is  expressed  by  these  words ;!  Behind 
I  hem  tlieye  skull  be  a  bar  lattil  the  day  of  resurrection."^ 

1  The  chapter  is  so  entitled  from  a  person  of  this  name  mentioned  therein,  of  whom  more 
immediately. 

'"  Some  except  the  fourth  verse,  beginning  at  these  words,  Who  observe  tJie  appointed  times 
of  prayer,  and  give  ahtis.  Sec  And  others  three  verses,  beginning  at  these  words,  If  all  the 
trees  lit  the  earth  were  pens.  Sec. 

"  See  the  Preiim.  Disc.  Sect.  III.  p.  46.  S:c. 

0  i.e..  Vain  and  silly  fables.  The  passage  was  revealed,  it  is  said,  on  occasion  of  al  Nodai 
Ebn  al  Hareth,  who,  having  brought  from  Persia  the  romance  of  Rostam  and  Isfandiyar,  the 
two  heroes  of  that  country,  recited  it  in  the  assemblies  of  the  Koreish,  highly  extolling  the 
power  and  splendour  of  the  .'incient  Persian  kings,  and  preferring  their  stories  to  those  of  .Ad 
and  Thamud,  David  and  Solomon,  and  the  rest  which  are  told  in  the  Kora.i.  Some  say  th.i: 
al  Nodar  bought  singing  girls,  and  carried  them  to  those  who  were  inclined  to  become  Moslem^ 
to  divert  them  from  their  purpose  by  songs  and  tales.3 

I  Cap.  23,  p.  261.  '  Al  Beidawi.       3  Idem 
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these  shall  suffer  a  shameful  punishment.  And  when  our  signs  are 
rehearsed  unto  him,  he  disdainfully  turneth  his  back,  as  though  he 
heard  them  not,  as  though  there  were  a  deafness  in  his  ears  :  where- 
fore denounce  unto  him  a  grievous  punishnent.  But  they  who  shall 
believe  and  work  righteousness,  shall  enjoy  gardens  of  pleasure  ;  they 
shall  continue  therein  for  ever  :  this  is  the  certain  promise  of  GOD  ; 
and  he  is  the  mighty,  the  wise.  He  hath  created  the  lieavens  without 
visible  pillars  to  sustain  them,  and  hath  thrown  on  the  earth  mo^uitains 
firmly  rooted,  lest  it  should  move  with  you  -^  and  he  hath  replenished 
the  same  with  all  kinds  of  beasts  :  and  we  send  down  rain  from  heaven, 
and  cause  eveiy  kind  of  noble  vegetable  to  spring  forth  therein.  This 
is  the  creation  of  GOD  :  show  me  now  what  they  have  created,  who  are 
7vo7'shipped  besides  him  ?  verily  the  ungodly  are  in  a  manifest  error. 
We  heretofore  bestowed  wisdom  on  Lokman,*i  and  commanded  hiin^ 
saying.  Be  thou  thankful  unto  GOD  :  for  whoever  is  thankful,  shall  be 
thankful  to  the  advajitage  of  his  own  soul  ;  and  if  any  shall  be 
unthankful,  verily  GOD  is  self-sufficient,  and  worthy  to  be  praised. 
And  remember  when  Lokman  said  unto  his  son,"^  as  he  admonished 
him,  O  my  son,  Give  not  a  partner  unto  God  ;  for  polytheism  is  a 
great  impiety.     We  have  commanded  man  concerning  his  parents,* 

P  See  chapter  i6,  p.  196.  A  learned  writer,!  in  his  notes  on  this  passage,  says  the  original 
word  rawdsiya,  wliich  the  commentators  in  general  will  have  to  signify  stable  inountaiiLS,  seems 
properly  to  express  the  Hebrew  word  iiiechoniin,  i.e.,  bases  ox /o7C7idcrtions  ;  and  therefore  he 
thinks  the  Koran  has  here  translated  that  passage  of  the  Psalms,  He  laid  the/o?indations  oj 
the  earth,  that  it  should  not  be  moved  for  eijer.'^  This  is  not  the  only  instance  which  might  be 
given  that  the  Mohammedan  doctors  are  not  always  the  best  interpreters  of  their  own  scriptures. 

q  The  Arab  writers  say,  that  Lokman  was  the  son  of  Baura,  who  was  the  son  or  grandson  of 
a  sister  or  aunt  of  Job  ;  and  that  he  lived  several  centuries,  and  to  the  time  of  David,  with 
whom  he  was  conveisant  in  Palestine.  According  to  the  description  they  give  of  his  person, 
he  must  have  been  deformed  enough  ;  for  they  say  he  was  of  a  black  complexion  (whence  some 
call  him  an  Ethiopian),  with  thick  lips  and  splay  feet :  but  in  return  he  received  from  God 
wisdom  and  eloquence  in  a  great  degree,  which  some  pretend  were  given  him  in  a  vision,  on 
his  making  choice  of  wisdom  preferably  to  the  gift  of  prophecy,  either  of  which  were  offered  him. 
The  generality  of  the  Mohammedans,  therefore,  hold  him  to  have  been  no  prophet,  but  only  a 
wise  man.  As  to  his  condition,  they  say  he  was  a  slave,  but  obtained  his  liberty  on  the  follow- 
ing occasion  :  His  master  having  one  day  given  him  a  bitter  melon  to  eat,  he  paid  him  such 
exact  obedience  as  to  eat  it  all ;  at  which  his  master  being  surprised,  asked  him  how  he  could 
eat  so  nauseous  a  fruit?  To  which  he  replied,  it  was  no  wonder  that  he  should  for  once  accept 
a  bitter  fruit  from  the  same  hand  from  which  he  had  received  so  many  favours. '^  The  commen 
tators  mention  several  quick  repartees  of  Lokman,  which,  togetiier  with  the  circumstancei 
above  mentioned,  agree  so  well  with  wh.-at  Maximus  Planudes  has  written  of  Esop,  that  fron" 
thence,  and  from  the  fables  attributed  to  Lokman  by  the  orientals,  the  latter  has  been  generally 
thought  to  have  been  no  other  than  the  Esop  of  the  Greeks.  However  that  be  (for  I  think  the 
matter  will  bear  a  dispute),  I  am  of  opinion  that  Planudes  borrowed  great  jiart  of  his  life  ot 
Esop  from  the  traditions  he  met  with  in  the  east  concerning  Lokman,  concluding  them  to  have 
been  the  same  person,  because  they  were  both  slaves,  and  supposed  to  be  the  writers  of  those 
fables  which  go  under  their  respective  names,  and  bear  a  great  resemblance  to  one  another ; 
for  it  has  long  since  been  observed  by  learned  men  that  the  greater  part  of  that  monk's  per- 
formance is  an  absurd  romance,  and  supported  by  no  evidence  of  the  ancient  writers. •* 

•■  Whom  some  name  Anam  (which  comes  pretty  near  the  Ennus  of  Planudes),  some  Ashcam, 
and  others  Mathan. 

*  The  two  verses  which  begin  at  these  words,  and  end  with  the  following,  viz..  And  then  ivill 
1  declare  unto  yojc  that  luhich  ye  have  done,  are  no  part  of  Lokman's  advice  to  his  son,  but 
are  inserted  by  way  of  parenthesis,  as  very  pertinent  and  proper  to  be  repeated  here,  to  show 
the  heinousness  of  idolatry:  they  are  to  be  read  (excepting  some  additions)  in  the  twenty-ninth 
chapter,  and  were  originally  revealed  on  account  of  Saad  Ebn  Abi  Wakkas,  as  has  been  already 
observed.  5 

1  Gel.  in  Append,  ad  Erpemi  Gram.  p.  187.  2  Ps.  civ.  5.  3  Al  Zamakh,  al   Beid.vw, 

&c.  Vide  D'Herbel.  Bibl.  Orient,  p.  516,  et  Marracc.  in  Ale.  p.  547.  4  Vide  la  Vie  d'Esope, 
par  M.  de  Meziriac,  et  Bayle,  Diet.  Hist.  Art.  Esope.  Rem.  B.  5  See  cap.  29,  p.  297,  jnd 

the  notes  thereon. 


yoS  AL  KORAN.  chap    xxxl 

(his  mother  carrieth  him  in  her  womb  with  weakness  and  faintness, 
and  he  is  weaned  in  two  years),  sayings  Be  grateful  unto  me  and  to 
thy  parents.  Unto  me  shall  all  come  to  be  judged.  But  if  thy  pare nts 
endeavour  to  prevail  on  thee  to  associate  with  me  that  concerning 
which  thou  hast  no  knowledge,  obey  them  not :  bear  them  company  in 
this  world  in  v/hat  shall  be  reasonable  ;*  but  follow  the  way  of  him 
who  sincerely  turneth  unto  me.*^  Hereafter  unto  me  shall  ye  return, 
and  then  will  I  declare  unto  you  that  which  ye  have  done.  O  my  son, 
verily  every  -matter^  whether  good  or  bad,  though  it  be  of  the  weight  of 
a  grain  of  mustard-seed,  and  be  hidden  in  a  rock,  or  in  the  heavens,  or 
in  the  earth,  GoD  will  bring  the  same  to  light;  for  GoD  is  clear-sighted 
ajtd  knowing.  O  my  son,  be  constant  at  prayer,  and  command  that 
which  is  just,  and  forbid  that  which  is  evil  :  and  be  patient  under  the 
afflictio7is  which  shall  befall  thee  ;  for  this  is  a  duty  absolutely  incum- 
bent on  all  meji.  Distort  not  thy  face  out  of  contempt  to  m.en,  neithei 
walk  in  the  earth  with  insolence  ;  for  GOD  loveth  no  arrogant,  vain- 
glorious person.  And  be  moderate  in  thy  pace  :  and  lower  thy  voice  ; 
for  the  most  ungrateful  of  all  voices  surely  is  the  voice  of  asses.^  Do 
ye  not  see  that  GoD  hath  subjected  whatever  is  in  heaven  and  on 
earth  to  your  service,  and  hath  abundantly  poured  on  you  his  favours, 
both  outwardly  and  inwardly  ?y  There  are  some  men  who  dispute  con- 
cerning God  without  knowledge,  and  without  a  direction,  and  without 
an  enlightening  book.  And  when  it  is  said  unto  them,  Follow  that 
which  God  hath  revealed  ;  they  answer.  Nay,  we  will  follow  that  which 
we  found  our  fathers  to  practise.  What,  though  the  devil  invite  them 
to  the  torment  of  hell  ?  Whoever  resigneth  himself  unto  GOD,  being  a 
worker  of  righteousness,  taketh  hold  on  a  strong  handle  ;  and  unto 
God  belongeth  the  issue  of  all  things.  But  whoever  shall  be  an  un- 
believer, let  not  his  unbelief  grieve  thee  :  unto  us  shall  they  return  ; 
then  will  we  declare  unto  them  that  which  they  have  done,  for  GOD 
knoweth  the  innermost  parts  of  the  breasts  of  inen.  We  will  suffer 
them  to  enjoy  this  world  for  a  little  while  :  afterwards  we  will  drive 
them  to  a  severe  punishment.  If  thou  ask  them  who  hath  created  the 
heavens  and  the  earth,  they  will  surely  answer,  GOD.  Say,  God  be 
praised  !  But  the  greater  part  of  them  do  not  understand.  Unto  GOD 
belongeth  whatever  is  in  heaven  and  earth  :  for  GoD  is  the  self-sufficient, 
the  praiseworthy.  If  whatever  trees  a7'e  in  the  earth  we7'e  pens,  and 
he  should  after  that  swell  the  sea  into  seven  seas  of  ink,  the  words  of 
God  would  not  be  exhausted  -^  for  GOD  is  mighty  and  wise.  Your 
creation  and  your  resuscitation  are  but  as  the  creatio7i  and  ?'esuscitaiion 
of  one  soul  \^  verily  GOD  both  heareth  and  seeth.     Dost  thou  not  see 

'  That  is,  show  them  all  deference  and  obedience,  so  far  as  may  oe  consistent  with  tny  duty 
towards  God. 

"  J'he  person  particularly  meant  here  was  Abu  Beer,  at  whose  persuasion  Saad  had  become 
a  Moslem. 

«  I'd  the  braying  of  which  animal  the  Arabs  liken  a  loud  and  cfisagreeaOiC  voice. 

y  i.e..  All  kinds  of  blessings,  regarding  as  well  the  mind  as  the  body. 

^  liiis  passage  is  said  to  have  been  revealed  in  answer  to  the  Jews,  who  insisted  that  all 
knowledge  was  contained  in  the  law.  1 

«  OoD  being  able  to  produce  a  million  of  worlds  by  the  single  word  KuD,  i.e  ,  Be.  and  to 
raise  the  dead  in  general  by  the  single  word  Kum,  i.e..  Arise. 

1  A1  Bcidaua 
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that  God  causeth  the  night  to  succeed  the  day,  and  causeth  the  day  to 
succeed  the  night,  and  compelleth  the  sun  and  the  moon  to  %^x\^yoic? 
Each  of  those  lujuinaries  hasteneth  i?i  its  course  to  a  determined 
period  :  and  God  is  well  acquainted  with  that  which  ye  do.  This  is 
declared  concerning  the  divine  knowledge  ajid  power,  for  that  God  is 
the  true  Being,  and  for  that  whatever  ye  invoke,  besides  him,  zV  vanity  ; 
and  for  that  GOD  is  the  high,  the  great  GOD.  Dost  thou  not  see  that 
the  ships  run  in  the  sea,  through  the  favour  of  GOD,  that  he  may  show 
you  of  his  signs  ?  Verily  herein  are  signs,  unto  every  patient,  grateful 
oerson.  When  waves  cover  them,  like  overshadowing  clouds,  they  call 
Lipon  GOD,  exhibiting  the  pure  religion  unto  him  ;  but  when  he  bringeth 
them  safe  to  land,  there  is  of  them  who  halteth  between  the  true  faith 
and  idolatry.  Howbeit,  none  rejecteth  our  signs,  except  every  per- 
fidious, ungrateful  person.  O  men,  fear  your  Lord,  and  dread  the  day 
whereon  a  father  shall  not  make  satisfaction  for  his  son,  neither  shall 
a  son  make  satisfaction  for  his  father  at  all  :  the  promise  of  God  is 
assuredly  true.  Let  not  this  present  life,  therefore,  deceive  you ; 
neither  let  the  deceiver^  deceive  you  concerning  GOD.  Verily  the 
knowledge  of  the  hour  of  judgnie7it  is  with  GOD  :  and  he  causeth  the 
rain  to  descend,  at  his  own  appointed  time;  and  he  knoweth  what  is 
in  the  wombs  of  females.  No  soul  knoweth  what  it  shall  gain  on  the 
morrow  ;  neither  doth  any  soul  know  in  what  land  it  shall  die  '!^  but 
God  is  knowing  a7id  fully  acquainted  with  all  things. 


CHAPTER  XXXIL 

ENTITLED,  ADORATION  f    REVEALED   AT   MECCA. 

IN   THE   NAME  OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL  GOD. 

AL.  M.^  The  revelation  of  this  book,  there  is  no  doubt  thereof,  is 
fiom  the  Lord  of  all  creatures.  Will  they  say,  Mohammed 
hath  forged  it?  Nay,  it  is  the  truth  from  thy  LORD,  that  thou  mayest 
preach  to  a  people,  unto  whom  no  preacher  hath  come  before  thee  ;* 

^  viz.,  The  devil. 

'^  111  this  passage  five  things  are  enumerated  which  are  known  to  God  alone,  viz.,  The  time  of 
the  day  of  judgment ;  the  time  of  rain  ;  what  is  forming  in  the  womb,  as  whether  it  be  male  or 
female,  &c.  ;  what  shall  happen  on  the  morrow  ;  and  where  any  person  shall  die.  These  the 
Arabs,  according  to  a  tradition  of  their  prophet,  call  the  five  keys  of  secret  knowledge.  The 
passage,  it  is  said,  was  occasioned  by  al  Hareth  Ebn  Amru,  who  propounded  questions  of  this 
nature  to  Mohammed. 

As  to  the  last  particular,  al  Beidawi  relates  the  following  story :  The  angel  of  death  passing 
once  by  Solomon  in  a  visible  shape,  and  looking  at  one  who  was  sitting  with  him,  the  man 
asked  who  he  was,  and  upon  Solomon's  acquainting  him  that  it  was  the  angel  of  death,  saki. 
He  seems  to  want  me  ;  wherefore  order  the  wind  to  carry  me  from  hence  into  India ;  which 
being  accordingly  aone,  the  angel  said  to  Solonion,  I  looked  so  earnestly  at  the  man  out  of 
wonder ;  because  I  was  commanded  to  take  his  soul  in  India,  and  found  him  with  thee  iu 
Palestine. 

d  The  title  is  taken  from  the  middle  of  the  clmpter,  wbere  the  believers  are  said  to  fall  dmun 
adoring 

*  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  1 1 J    p.  46,  ^c. 

f  Stie  chapter  28,  p.  -^93 
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pciad\'entuie  they  will  be  directed.  //  is  GoD  who  hath  created  the 
heavens  and  the  earth,  and  whatever  is  between  them,  in  six  days ; 
and  then  ascended  his  throne.  Ye  have  no  patron  or  intercessor 
oesides  him.  Will  ye  not  therefore  consider '?  He  governeth  all 
things  from  heaven  even  to  the  earth  :  hereafter  shall  they  return  unto 
him,  on  the  day  whose  length  shall  be  a  thousand  years,^  of  those 
which  ye  compute.  This  is  he  who  knoweth  the  future  and  the  pre- 
sent ;  the  mighty,  the  merciful.  It  is  he  who  hath  made  everything 
which  he  hath  created  exceeding  good  ;  and  first  created  man  of  clay, 
and  afterwards  made  his  posterity  of  an  extract  of  despicable  water  -^ 
and  then  formed  him  into  proper  shape,  and  breathed  of  his  spirit  into 
him  ;  and  hath  given  you  the  senses  of  hearing  and  seeing,  and  hearts 
to  understand.  How  small  thanks  do  ye  return  !  And  they  say,  When 
we  shall  lie  hidden  in  the  earth,  shall  we  be  raised  thence  a  new 
creature  ?  Yea,  they  deny  the  meeting  of  their  Lord  at  the  resurrec- 
tion. Say,  The  angel  of  death,^  who  is  set  over  you,  shall  cause  you  tc 
die  :  then  shall  ye  be  brought  back  unto  your  LoRD.  If  thou  couldst 
see,  when  the  wicked  shall  bow  down  their  heads  before  their  Lord, 
sayi7ig,  O  Lord,  we  have  seen  and  have  heard  :  suffer  us  therefore  to 
return  iiito  the  world,  and  we  will  work  that  which  is  right ;  since  we 
are  now  certain  of  the  truth  of  what  hath  beeti  preached  to  us  :  thou 
wonldst  see  an  amazing  sight.  If  we  had  pleased,  we  had  certainly 
given  unto  every  soul  its  direction  :  but  the  word  which  hath  proceeded 
from  me  must  necessarily  be  fulfilled,  when  I  said,  Verily  I  will  fill 
hell  with  genii  and  men,  altogether.^  Taste  therefore  the  torinent pre- 
isaredfor yoii^  because  ye  have  forgotten  the  coming  of  this  your  day; 
we  also  have  forgotten  you  ;  taste  therefore  a  punishment  of  eternal 
duration,  for  that  which  ye  have  wrought.  Verily  they  only  believe  in 
our  signs,  who,  when  they  are  warned  thereby,  fall  down  adoring,  and 
celebrate  the  praise  of  their  Lord,  and  are  not  elated  with  pride  :  their 
sides  are  raised  from  their  beds,  calling  on  their  LORD  with  fear  and 
with  hope  ;  and  they  distribute  alms  out  of  what  we  have  bestowed  on 
them.     No  soul^  knoweth  the  complete  satisfaction™  which  is  secretly 

s  As  to  the  reconciliation  of  this  passage  with  another,!  which  seems  contradictory,  see  the 
Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  65. 

Some,  liowever,  do  not  interpret  the  passage  before  us  of  the  resurrection,  but  suppose  that 
the  words  here  describe  the  making  and  e.xecuting  of  the  decrees  of  God,  which  are  sent  down 
i^rom  heaven  to  earth,  and  are  returned  (or  ascetid,  as  the  verb  properly  signifies)  back  to  him, 
after  they  have  been  put  in  execution  ;  and  present  themselves,  as  it  were,  so  executed,  to  his 
knowledge,  in  the  space  of  a  day  with  God,  but  with  man,  of  a  thousand  years.  Others 
imagine  this  space  to  be  the  time  which  the  angels,  who  carry  the  divine  decrees,  and  bring 
them  baclc  executed,  take  in  descending  and  reascending,  because  the  distance  from  heaven  to 
earth  is  a  journey  of  five  hundred  years  :  and  others  fancy  that  the  angels  bring  down  at  once 
decrees  for  a  tliousand  years  to  come,  which  being  expired,  they  return  back  for  fresh 
orders,  &c.2 

^  i.e..  Seed. 

i  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  56. 

l'  See  chapter  7,  p.  106,  and  chapter  11,  p.  169. 

1  Not  even  an  angel  of  those  who  approach  nearest  God's  throne,  nor  any  prophet  who  hath 
been  sent  by  him.'* 

"'  Literally,  The  joy  of  the  eyes.  The  commentators  fail  not,  on  occasion  of  this  passage,  to 
produce  that  saying  of  their  prophet,  which  was  originally  none  of  his  own  ;  God  saith,  I  hiavt 
prepared  for  my  righteous  servants,  ivJiat  eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  hath  ear  heatd,  nor  hath 
cytffyd  into  the  heart  0/ min  to  corceive. 

1  Cap.  -0.         2  Al  Beid.iwi.         3  Jri^-p. 
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prepared  for  them,  as  a  reward  for  that  which  they  have  wi  ought.  Shall 
he,  therefore,  who  is  a  true  behever,  be  as  he  who  is  an  impious  trans- 
gressor ?  They  shall  not  be  held  equal.  As  to  those  who  believe  and 
do  that  which  is  right,  they  shall  have  gardens  of  perpetual  abode,  an 
ample  recompence  for  that  which  they  shall  have  wrought :  but  as  foi 
those  who  impiously  transgress,  their  abode  shall  be  hell  fire  ;  so  often 
as  they  shall  endeavour  to  get  thereout,  they  shall  be  dragged  back  into 
the  same,  and  it  shall  be  said  unto  them,  Taste  ye  the  torment  of  hell  fire, 
which  ye  rejected  as  a  falsehood.  And  we  will  cause  them  to  taste  the 
nearer  punishment  of  this  worlds  besides  the  more  grievous  punish- 
ment ^///^  next  J  peradventure  they  will  repent.  Who  is  more  unjust 
than  he  who  is  warned  by  the  signs  of  his  Lord,  and  then  turnetli  aside 
from  the  same  '^.  We  will  surely  take  vengeance  on  the  wicked.  We 
heretofore  delivered  the  book  of  the  la'w  \mto  Moses  ;  wherefore  be  not 
thou  in  doubt  as  to  the  revelation  thereof  '^  and  we  ordained  the  same 
to  be  a  direction  unto  the  children  of  Israel;  and  we  appointed  teachers 
from  among  them,  who  should  direct  the  people  at  our  command,  when 
they  had  persevered  with  patience,  and  had  firmly  believed  in  our  signs. 
Verily  thy  LORD  will  judge  between  them,  on  the  day  of  resurrection, 
concerning  that  wherein  they  have  disagreed.  Is  it  not  known  unto 
them  how  many  generations  we  have  destroyed  before  them,  througn 
whose  dwellings  they  walk  T  Verily  herein  are  signs  :  will  they  not 
therefore  hearken,?  Do  they  not  see  that  we  drive  rain  unto  a  land  bare 
of  grass  and  parched  up,  and  thereby  produce  corn,  of  which  their 
cattle  eat,  and  themselves  also  ?  Will  they  not  therefore  regard  I-  The 
itifidels  say  to  the  true  believers^  When  will  this  decision  be  made 
between  us,  if  ye  speak  truth  ?  Answer,  On  the  day  of  that  decision,'' 
the  faith  of  those  who  shall  have  disbelieved  shall  not  avail  them  ; 
neither  shall  they  be  respited  any  longer.  Wherefore  avoid  them,  and 
expect  the  issue:  verily  they  expect  to  obtain  some  advatitage  over 
thee, 

°  Or,  as  some  interpret  it,  of  the  revelaiiou  0/  the  Koran  to  thyself;  since  t!ie  delivery  of 
the  law  to  Moses  proves  that  the  revelation  of  the  Koran  to  thee  is  not  the  first  instance  of  the 
kind.  Others  think  the  words  should  be  translated  thus  :  Be  thou  not  in  donbt  ns  to  thy 
tneetin^  of  that  prophet;  supposing  that  the  interview  between  Moses  and  Mohammed  in  the 
sixth  heaven,  when  the  latter  took  his  night  journey  thither,  is  here  intended.'^ 

o  The  Meccans  frequently  passing  by  the  places  where  the  Adites,  Thamudites,  Midianites, 
Sodomites,  &c.,  once  dwelt. 

P  That  is,  on  the  day  of  judgment ;  though  some  suppose  the  day  here  intended  to  be  that 
of  the  victory  at  Bedr,  or  else  that  of  the  taking  of  Mecca,  when  several  of  those  who  had  been 
proscribed  were  put  to  death  without  remission. ^ 

*  Idem.  *  See  the  Preli.n.  Disc.  5o.t.  I J    p.  %?. 
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ENTITLED,  THE   CONFEDERATES  ;<1   REVEALED  AT  MEDINA. 

IN    THE   NAME   OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL   GOD. 

O  PROPHET,  fear  GOD,  and  obey  not  the  unbelievers  and  the 
hypocrites  '}  verily  GOD  is  knov/ing  and  wise.  But  follow  that 
which  is  revealed  unto  thee  from  thy  LORD ;  for  GOD  is  well  acquainted 
with  that  which  ye  do  :  and  put  thy  trust  in  GoD  ;  for  GOD  is  a  suffi- 
cient protector.  GOD  hath  not  given  a  man  two  hearts  within  him  ; 
neither  hath  he  made  your  wives  (some  of  whom  ye  divorce,  regarding 
them  thereafter  as  your  mothers)  your  fn/e  mothers  ;  nor  hath  he  made 
your  adopted  sons  your  ^n/e  sons.^  This  ts  your  saying  in  your  mouths ; 
but  God  speaketh  the  truth  ;  and  hedirccteth  therz^/z/way.  Ca\\s7^c/t 
as  are  adopted^  the  sons  of  their  nattiral  fathers  :  this  will  be  more  just 
in  the  sight  of  God.  And  if  ye  know  not  their  fathers,  let  them  be  as 
your  brethren  in  religion,  and  your  companions  :  and  it  shall  be  no 
crime  in  you,  that  ye  err*-  ijt  this  matter;  but  that  shall  be  criminal 
which  your  hearts  purposely  design  ;  for  GOD  is  gracious  and  merciful. 
The  prophet  is  nigher  unto  the  true  believers  than  their  own  souls ;" 

9  Part  of  this  chapter  was  revealed  on  occasion  of  the  war  of  the  ditch,  which  happened  in 
the  fifth  year  of  the  Hejra,  when  Medina  was  besieged,  for  above  twenty  days,  by  the  joint 
and  confederate  forces  of  several  Jewish  tribes,  and  of  the  inhabitants  of  Mecca,  Najd,  and 
Tehama,  at  the  instigation  of  the  Jews  of  the  tribe  of  Nadhh",  who  had  been  driven  out  of  their 
settlement  near  I\Iedina,  by  Mohammed,  the  year  before.! 

''  It  is  related  that  Abu  Sofian,  Acrema  Ebn  Abi  Jahl,  and  Abu'l  A  war  al  Salami,  having  an 
amicable  interview  with  Mohammed,  at  which  were  present  also  Abda'llah  Ebn  Obba,  Moatteb 
Ebn  Kosheir,  and  Jadd  Elm  Kais,  they  proposed  to  the  prophet  that  if  he  would  leave  off 
preaching  against  the  worship  of  their  gods,  and  acknowledge  them  to  be  mediators,  they 
would  give  him  and  his  Lord  no  farther  disturbance  ;  upon  which  these  words  were  revealed. 2 

*  This  passage  was  revealed  to  abolish  two  customs  among  the  old  Arabs.  The  first  was 
their  manner  of  divorcing  their  wives,  when  they  had  no  mind  to  let  them  go  out  of  their 
house,  or  to  marry  again  :  and  this  the  husband  did  by  saying  to  the  woman.  Thou  art  hettce- 
forward  to  me  as  the  back  of  my  inother ;  after  which  words  pronounced  he  abstained  from 
her  bed,  and  regarded  her  in  all  respects  as  his  mother,  and  she  became  related  to  all  his 
kindred  in  the  same  degree  as  if  she  had  been  really  so.  The  other  custom  was  the  holding 
their  adopted  sons  to  be  as  nearly  related  to  them  as  their  natural  sons,  so  that  the  same  im 
pediments  of  marriage  arose  from  that  supposed  relation,  in  the  prohibited  degrees,  as  it  would 
have  done  in  the  case  of  a  genuine  son.  'j'he  latter  Mohammed  had  a  peculiar  reason  to 
abolish — viz.,  his  marrying  the  divorced  wife  of  his  freedman  Zeid,  who  was  also  his  adopted 
son,  of  which  more  will  be  said  by-and-bye.  By  the  declaration  which  introduces  this  passage, 
that  God  lias  7iot given  a  man  t^vo  hearts,  is  meant,  that  a  man  cannot  have  the  same  affection 
for  supposed  parents  and  adopted  children,  as  for  those  who  are  really  so.  They  tell  us  the 
Arabs  used  to  say,  of  a  prudent  and  acute  person,  that  he  had  two  hearts  ;  whence  one  Abu 
Mamer,  or,  as  others  write,  Jemil  Ebn  Asad  al  Fihri.  was  surnamed  Dhu'lkalbein.  or  the  vian 
with  tivo  hearts.'^ 

'  Through  ignorance  or  mistake ;  or,  that  ye  have  erred   for  the  time  past. 

"  Commanding  them  nothing  but  what  is  for  their  interest  and  advantage,  and  being  more 
solicitous  for  their  present  and  future  happiness  even  than  themselves;  for  which  reason  he 
ought  to  be  dear  to  them,  and  deserves  their  utmost  love  and  respect.  In  some  copies  these 
words  are  added,  Atid  he  is  a  father  unto  tJiem  ;  every  prophet  being  the  spiritual  father  of 
his  people,  who  are  therefore  brethren.  It  is  said  that  this  passage  was  revealed  on  some  oi 
Mohammed's  followers  telling  him,  when  he  summoned  them  to  attend  him  in  the  expedition 
of  Tabfic,**  that  they  would  ask  leave  of  their  fathers  and  mothers. ^ 

1  Vide  Abulfeda.  Vit.  Men.  p.  73,  et  Gagnier.  Vie  de  Mahomet,  1.  4,  c    1  '  .\1  BcidSKl 

'  Idem,  Jallaio'ddin,  &c.  •*  See  cnp.  q,  p    139.  *  Al  Beid'iwi 
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and  his  wives  a7'e  their  motheis.'^  Those  who  are  related  by  consan- 
guinity a7'e  nigher  of  kin  the  one  of  them  unto  the  others,  according  to 
the  book  of  God,  than  the  other  true  behevers,  and  the  Mohajerun:y 
unless  that  ye  do  what  is  fitting  and  reasonable  to  your  relations  in 
o;ene7'al.  This  is  written  in  the  book  of  God.^  Remember  when  we 
accepted  their  covenant  from  the  prophets,''' and  from  tliee,  O  Mohammed^ 
and  from  Noah,  and  Abraham,  and  Moses,  and  Jesus  the  son  of  Mary, 
and  received  from  them  a  firm  covenant  ;''  that  God  may  examine  the 
speakers  of  truth  concerning  their  veracity  f  and  he  hath  prepared  a 
painful  torment  for  the  unbelievers.  O  true  believers,  remember  tlic 
favour  of  GOD  towards  you,  when  armies  of  infidels  came  against  you,^ 
and  we  sent  against  them  a  wind,  and  hosts  of  angels  which  ye  saw  not  '^ 
and  God  beheld  that  which  ye  did.  When  they  came  against  you  from 
above  you,  and  from  below  you,^  and  when  yoicr  sight  became 
troubled,  and  your  hearts  came  even  to  your  throats  for  fear,  and 
3^e  imagined  of  GOD  variotis  imaginations.s  There  were  the  faithful 
tried,  and  made  to  tremble  with  a  violent  trembling.  And  v/nen  the 
hypocrites,  and  those  in  whose  heart  was  an  infirmity,  said,  God  and 

»  Though  the  spiritual  relation  between  Mohammed  and  his  people,  declared  in  the  preceding 
words,  created  no  impediment  to  prevent  his  taking  to  wife  such  women  among  them  as  he 
thought  fit ;  yet  the  commentators  are  of  opinion  that  they  are  here  forbidden  to  marry  any  of 
his  wives. 6 

y  These  words,  which  also  occur,  excepting  the  latter  part  of  the  sentence,  in  the  eighth 
chapter,  abrogate  that  law  concerning  inheritances,  puljHshed  in  the  same  chapter,  whereby  the 
Mohajerun  and  Ansars  were  to  be  the  heirs  of  one  another,  exclusive  of  their  nearer  relations, 
who  were  infidels.'' 

*  i.e..  In  the  preserved  table,  or  the  Koran  ;  or,  as  others  suppose,  in  the  Pentateuch. 

a  Jallalo'ddin  supposes  this  covenant  was  made  when  Adam's  posterity  were  drawn  forth 
from  his  loins,  and  appeared  before  God  like  small  ants  :^  but  Marracci  conjectures  that  the 
covenant  here  meant  was  the  same  which  the  Talmudists  pretend  all  the  prophets  entered  into 
with  God  on  Mount  Sinai,  where  they  were  all  assembled  in  person  with  Rloses.''' 

''  Whereby  they  undertook  to  execute  their  several  commissions,  and  promised  to  preach  the 
religion'  commanded  them  by  Gou. 

^  i.e..  That  he  may  at  the  day  of  judgment  demand  of  the  prophets  in  vi'hat  manner  they 
executed  their  several  commissions,  and  how  they  were  received  by  their  people  ;  or,  as  the 
words  may  also  import,  that  he  maj'  examine  those  who  believed  on  them,  concerning  their 
belief,  and  reward  them  accordlngl)'. 

^  These  were  the  forces  of  the  Koreish  and  the  tribe  of  Ghatfan,  confederated  with  the  Jews 
of  a!  Nadhir  and  Koreidha,  who  besieged  Mediici  to  the  number  of  twelve  thousand  men,  in 
the  expedition  called  the  %var  of  the  ditch. 

®  On  the  enemies'  approach,  Mohammed,  by  the  advice  of  Salman,  the  Persian,  ordered  a 
deep  ditch  or  entrenchment  to  be  dug  round  RIedina,  for  the  security  of  the  city,  and  went  out 
to  defend  it  with  three  thousand  men.  Both  sides  remained  in  their  camps  near  a  month, 
without  any  other  acts  of  hostility  than  shooting  of  arrows  and  slinging  of  stones  ;  till,  in  a 
winter's  night,  God  sent  a  piercing  cold  east  wind,  which  benumbed  the  limbs  of  the  con- 
federates, blew  the  dust  in  their  faces,  extinguished  their  fires,  overturned  their  tents,  and  put 
their  horses  in  disorder,  the  angels  at  the  same  time  crying,  Allali  ncbnr  I  roinid  about  their 
camp;  whereupon  Toleiha  Ebn  Khowailed,  the  Asadite,  said  aloud,  Moiiaiiuned  is  going  to 
attack  yon  with  encJiaiitmeiits,  ivhe*-efo7-e  provide /o7-  you?-  safety  by^/ligJit :  and  accordingly 
the  Koreish  first,  and  afterwards  the  Ghatfanites,  broke  up  the  siege,  and  returned  home  ; 
which  retreat  was  also  not  a  little  owing  to  the  dissensions  anioi:g  the  confederate  forces,  the 
raising  and  fomenting  whereof  the  Mohammedans  also  ascribe  to  God.  It  is  related  that  when 
Mohamir.ed  heard  that  his  enemies  were  retired,  he  said,  I  have  obtained  success  by  means  oj 
the  east  v.nud ;  aud  Ad  perished  by  the  ivest  "iviud.^ 

f  The  Ghatfanites  pitched  on  the  east  side  of  the  town,  on  the  higner  part  of  the  valley ;  and 
the  Koreish  on  the  west  side,  on  the  lower  part  of  the  valley. 2 

g  The  sincere  and  those  who  were  more  firm  of  heart  fearing  tney  should  not  be  al^le  to  stand 
the  trial ;  and  the  weaker-hearted  and  hypocrites  thinking  themselves  delivered  up  to  slaughter 
and  destruction 

6  See  the  Prelinj.  Disc.  Sect.  VI.         7  See  cap.  8,  p.  133.         8  See  cap.  7,  p.  122.  "J  Sex 

cap.  3,  p.  41.        1  Al  Beid.^wj,  Abulf.  Vit.  Moh.  p.  77,  &c.        2  Idem. 
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his  apostle  have  made  you  no  other  than  a  fallacious  promised  And 
when  a  part>  of  them*  said,  O  inhabitants  cf  Yathreb,''  there  is  no 
place  of  sec7i7'ity  for  you  he^'e ;  wherefore  return  home.  And  a  part  of 
them  asked  leave  of  the  prophet  to  depart.,  saying,  Verily  our  houses 
are  defenceless  and  exposed  to  the  ene7ny  :  but  they  were  not  defence- 
less, and  their  intention  was  no  other  than  to  fly.  If  the  city  had  been 
entered  upon  them  by  the  enemy  from  the  parts  adjacent,  and  they 
had  been  asked  to  desert. //^^  true  believers.,  and  to  fight  aoainst  them; 
they  had  surely  consented  thereto  :  but  they  had  not,  iji  such  case^ 
remained  in  the  same^  but  a  little  while.  They  had  before  made  a 
covenant  with  GoD,  that  they  would  not  turn  their  backs  :"^  and  the 
perfo7'mance  of  their  covenant  with  GOD  shall  be  examined  into  here- 
after. Say,  Flight  shall  not  profit  you,  if  ye  fly  from  death  or  from 
slaughter :  and  if  it  wotild.,  yet  shall  ye  not  enjoy  this  world  but  a 
little.  Say,  Who  is  he  who  shall  defend  you  against  GOD,  if  he  is 
pleased  to  bri7ig  evil  on  you,  or  is  pleased  to  show  mercy  towards  you? 
They  shall  find  none  to  patronize  or  protect  them,  besides  GOD.  GOD 
already  knoweth  those  among  you  who  hinder  othe7's  fro77i  following; 
his  apostle,  and  who  say  unto  their  brethren.  Come  hither  unto  us ; 
and  who  come  not  to  battle,  except  a  little ;"  being  covetous  towards 
you  f  but  when  fear  cometh  07t  the77i,  thou  seest  them  look  unto  thee 
for  assista7ice,  their  eyes  rolling  about,  like  the  eyes  of  him  who 
fainteth  by  reason  of  the  ai^07ties  of  death :  yet  when  their  fear  is 
past,  they  inveigh  against  you  with  sharp  tongues,  being  covetous  ot 
the  best  a77d  7nost  vahiable  part  of  the  spoils.  These  believe  not 
sincerely;  wherefore  GoD  hath  rendered  their  works  of  no  avail ;  and 
this  is  easy  with  GOD.  They  imagined  that  the  confederates  would 
not  depart  a7id  raise  the  siege :  and  if  the  confederates  should  come 
a7ioiher  ti77ie,  they  would  wish  to  live  in  the  deserts  among  the  Arabs 
who  dwell  in  tents  f  and  there  to  inquire  of  news  concerning  you ; 
and  although  they  were  with  you  this  ti77ie,  yet  they  fought  not,  except 
a  little.  Ye  have  in  the  apostle  of  GoD  an  excellent  example,^  unto 
him  who  hopeth  in  God  and  the  last  day,  and  remembereth  GOD 

h  The  person  who  uttered  these  words,  't  is  said,  was  RIoatteb  Ebn  Kosheir,  who  told  his 
fellows  that  Mohammed  had  promised  them  the  spoils  of  the  Persians  and  the  Greeks,  whereas 
now  not  one  of  them  dared  to  stir  out  of  their  entrenchment. ^ 

'  viz.,  Aws  Ebn  Keidhi  and  his  adherents. 

^  This  was  the  ancient  and  proper  name  of  Medina,  or  of  the  territory  wherein  it  stands. 
Some  suppose  the  town  was  so  named  from  its  founder,  Yathreb,  the  son  of  K.^biya,  the  son  of 
Mahlayei,  the  son  of  Aram,  the  son  of  Sem,  the  son  of  Noah;  though  others  tell  us  it  was  built 
by  the  Amalekites.'* 

'  i.e..  In  the  city;  or,  in  their  apostasy  and  rebellion,  because  the  Moslems  would  surely 
succeed  at  last. 

""  The  persons  meant  here  were  Banu  Haretha,  who  having  behaved  very  ill  and  run  away 
en  a  certain  occasion,  premised  they  would  do  so  no  more.^ 

"  Either  coming  to  tlie  army  in  small  numbers,  or  staying  with  them  but  a  little  while,  and 
then  returning  on  some  feigned  excuse  ;  or  behaving  ill  in  time  of  action.  Some  expositors 
take  these  words  to  be  part  of  the  speech  of  the  hypocrites,  reflecting  on  Mohammed's  com 
panions  for  lying  idle  in  the  trenches,  and  not  attacking  the  enemy. 

o  i.e.,  Sp.aring  of  their  assistance  either  in  person  or  with  their  purse  ;  or  being  greedy  aftei 
the  booty. 

P  That  they  might  be  .ibsent,  and  not  obliged  to  go  to  war. 

q  viz.,  Of  firmness  in  time  of  danger,  of  confidence  in  the  divine  assistance,  and  of  pieiy  by 
fervent  prayer  for  the  same. 

•*  Idem.     Vide  Abulf.  ubi  slip,  p  76.  ^  Ahmed  Ebn  Vusof,     See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  p.  4. 
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frequently.  When  the  true  believers  saw  the  confederates,  they  said, 
This  is  what  GOD  and  his  apostle  have  foretold  us;'^  and  GOD  and 
his  apostle  have  spoken  the  truth  :  and  it  only  increased  their  faith 
and  resignation.  Of  the  true  believers,  some  men  justly  performed 
what  they  had  promised  unto  GOD  f  and  some  of  them  have  finished 
their  course,'  and  some  of  them  wait  tJie  same  advaiitagef'  and  they 
changed  not  their  promise^  by  deviating  therefrom  in  the  least:  that 
God  may  reward  the  just  performers  of  their  covenant  for  their 
fidelity;  and  may  punish  the  hypocritical,  if  he  pleaseth,  or  may  be 
turned  unto  them ;  for  GOD  is  ready  to  forgive,  and  merciful,  GOD 
hath  driven  back  the  infidels  in  their  wrath  :  they  obtained  no  advan- 
tage ;  and  God  was  a  sufficient  protector  unto  the  faithful  in  battle ; 
for  God  is  strong  and  mighty.  And  he  hath  caused  such  of  those 
who  have  received  the  scriptures,  as  assisted  the  cojtfederates,  to  come 
down  out  of  their  fortresses,^  and  he  cast  into  their  hearts  terror  and 
dismay:'^  a  \i2s\.  of  them  ye  slew,  and  a  part  ye  made  captives;  and 
God  hath  caused  you  to  inherit  their  land,  and  their  houses,  and  their 

•"  Namely,  That  we  must  not  expect  to  enter  paradise  without  undergoing  some  trials  and 
tribulations.l  There  is  a  tradition  that  Mohammed  actually  foretold  this  expedition  of  con- 
federates some  time  before,  and  the  success  of  it. 2 

*  By  standing  firm  with  the  prophet,  and  strenuously  opposing  the  enemies  of  the  true 
religion,  according  to  their  engagement. 

*  Or,  as  the  words  may  be  translated,  JiaveficlfiUed  their  voiu,  ox  paid  their  debt  to  nature, 
by  falling  martyrs  in  battle  ;  as  did  Hamza,  Mohammed's  uncle,  Masab  Ebn  Omair,  and  Ans 
Ebn  al  Nadr,3  who  were  slain  at  the  battle  of  Ohod.  The  martyrs  at  the  war  of  the  ditch  were 
six,  including  Saad  Ebn  Moadh,  who  died  of  his  wound  about  a  month  after.4 

"  As  Othman  and  Telha.5 

s  These  were  the  Jews  of  the  tribe  of  Koreidha,  who,  though  they  were  in  league  with  Mo- 
hammed, had,  at  the  incessant  persuasion  of  Caab  Ebn  Asad,  a  principal  man  among  them, 
perfidiously  gone  over  to  his  enemies  in  this  war  of  the  ditch,  and  were  severely  punished  for 
It.  For  the  next  morning,  after  the  confederate  forces  had  decamped,  Mohammed  and  his 
men  returned  to  Medina,  and,  laying  down  their  arms,  began  to  refresh  themselves  after  their 
fatigue  ;  upon  which  Gabriel  came  to  the  prophet  and  asked  liim  whether  he  had  suffered  his 
people  to  lay  down  their  arms,  when  the  angels  had  not  laid  down  theirs  ;  and  ordering  him 
to  go  immediately  against  the  Koradhites,  assuring  him  that  himself  would  lead  the  way. 
Mohammed,  in  obedience  to  the  divine  command,  having  caused  public  proclamation  to  be 
made  that  every  one  should  pray  that  afternoon  for  success  against  the  sons  of  Koreidha,  set 
forward  upon  the  expedition  without  loss  of  time  ;  and  being  arrived  at  the  fortress  of  the 
Koradhites,  besieged  them  for  twenty-five  days,  at  the  end  of  which  those  people,  being  in 
great  terror  and  distress,  capitulated,  and  at  length,  not  daring  to  trust  to  Mohammed's  mercy, 
surrendered  at  the  discretion  of  Saad  Ebn  Moadh, 6  hoping  that  he,  being  the  prince  of  the  tribe 
of  Aws,  their  old  friends  and  confederptes,  would  have  some  regard  for  them.  But  they  were 
deceived  ;  for  Saad,  being  greatly  incensed  at  their  breach  of  faith,  had  begged  of  God  that  he 
might  not  die  of  the  wound  he  had  received  at  the  ditch  till  he  saw  vengeance  taken  on  the 
Koradhites,  and  therefore  adjudged  that  the  men  should  be  put  to  the  sword,  the  women  and 
children  made  slaves,  and  tlieir  goods  be  divided  among  the  Moslems ;  which  sentence  Mohammed 
had  no  sooner  heard  than  he  cri'sd  out.  That  Saad  had- pronounced  the  sentence  o/Gon  :  and 
the  same  was  accordingly  executed,  the  number  of  men  who  were  slain  amounting  to  six  hun- 
dred, or,  as  others  say,  to  seven  hundred,  or  very  near,  among  whom  were  Hoyai  Ebn  Akhtab, 
a  great  enemy  of  Mohammed's,  and  Caab  Ebn  Asad,  who  had  been  the  chief  occasion  of  the 
revolt  of  their  tribe :  and  soon  after  Saad,  who  had  given  judgment  against  them,  died,  his 
wound,  which  had  been  skinned  over,  opening  again. 7 

2  This  was  the  work  of  Gabriel,  who,  according  to  his  promise,  went  before  the  army  of 
Moslems. _  It  is  said  that  Mohammed,  a  little  before  he  came  to  the  settlement  of  the  Korad- 
hites, asking  some  of  his  men  whether  anybody  had  passed  them,  they  ansv/ered,  that  Donya 
Ebn  Kholeifa,  the  Calbite,  had  just  passed  jy  them,  mounted  on  a  white  mule,  with  housings 
of  satin  :  to  which  he  replied.  That  person  was  the  angel  Gabriel,  who  is  sent  to  the  sens  oj 
Koreidha  to  shake  their  castles,  and  to  strike  their  hearts  with  fear  and  consternation.^ 

1  See  cap.  2,  p.  22  ;  cap.  3,  p.  46  ;  cap.  29,  p.  208.  &.c.  2  Al  Beidawi.  3  Idcn-. 

4  AbulC  Vit.  Moh.  p.  -').  0  Al  Beidawi.  6  See  cap.  S,  p.  128.  7  Al  Eeidawi,  ALulf 

Vic.  Moh.  p.  77   &c.    Vide  Gf.gnier,  Vie  de  Mah.  1.  4,  c.  2.         8  Ebn  Ishak. 
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wealth,'^  and  a  land  on  which  ye  have  not  trodden;^  for  GOD  is 
ahiiighty.  O  prophet,  say  unto  thy  wives,  If  ye  seek  this  present 
life,  ancl  the  pomp  thereof,  come,  I  will  make  a  handsome  provision 
for  you,  and  1  will  dismiss  you  with  an  honourable  dismission  :°  but  if 
ye  seek  God  and  his  apostle,  and  the  life  to  come,  verily  God  hath 
prepared  for  such  of  you  as  work  righteousness  a  great  reward.  O 
wives  of  the  prophet,  whosoever  of  you  shall  commit  a  manifest 
wickedness,  the  punishment  thereof  shall  be  doubled  unto  her  two- 
fold i*!  and  this  is  easy  with  GOD :  (XXII.)  but  whosoever  of  you 
shall  be  obedient  unto  GOD  and  his  apostle,  and  shall  do  that  which 
is  right,  we  will  give  her  her  reward  twice,**  and  we  have  prepared  for 
her  an  honourable  provision  in  paradise.  O  wives  of  the  prophet,  ye 
are  not  as  other  women :  if  ye  fear  God,  be  not  too  complaisant  in 
speech,  lest  he  should  covet,  in  whose  heart  is  a  disease  of  iiiconti- 
nence:  but  speak  the  speech  which  is  convenient.  And  sit  still  in 
your  houses ;  and  set  not  out  yourselves  with  the  ostentation  of  the 
former  time  of  ignorance  :^  and  observe  the  appointed  times  of  prayer, 
and  give  alms ;  and  obey  GOD  and  his  apostle ;  for  GOD  desireth  only 
•■0  remove  from  you  the  abomination  of  vanity,  sijtce  ye  are  the  house- 
hold of  the  prophet^  and  to  purify  you  by  a  perfect  purification.^  And 
remember  that  which  is  read  in  your  houses,  of  the  signs  of  GOD,  and 
of  the  wisdom  revealed  in  the  Koran;  for  GOD  is  clear-sighted,  and 
well  acquainted  with  your  actions.  Verily  the  Moslems  of  either  sex, 
and  the  true  believers  of  either  sex,  and  the  devout  men,  and  the 
devout  women,  and  the  men  of  veracity,  and  the  women  of  veracity, 
and  the  patient  vien^  and  the  patient  wonien^  and  the  humble  men,  and 
the  humble  women,  and  the  alms-givers  of  either  sex,  and  the  me7i 
who  fast,  and  the  women  who  fast,  and  the  chaste  men^  and  the  chaste 

a  Their  immovable  possessions  Mohammed  gave  to  the  RIohajeriii,  saying,  that  the  Ansars 
were  in  their  own  houses,  but  that  the  others  were  destitute  of  habitations.  The  movables 
v/ere  divided  among  his  followers,  but  he  remitted  the  fifth  part,  which  was  usual  to  be  taken 
in  other  cases.  1 

b  By  which  some  suppose  Persia  and  Greece  are  meant ;  others,  Khaibar  ;  and  others,  what- 
ever lands  the  Moslems  may  conquer  till  the  day  of  judgment.2 

'^  This  passage  was  revealed  on  Mohammed's  wives  asking  for  more  sumptuous  clothes,  and 
an  additional  allowance  for  their  expenses ;  and  he  had  no  sooner  recei\'ed  it  than  he  gave 
them  theii  option,  either  to  continue  with  him  or  to  be  divorced,  beginning  with  Ayesha,  who 
chose  Gou  and  his  apostle,  and  the  rest  followed  her  example  ;  upon  which  the  prophet 
thanked  them,  and  the  following  words  were  re\ealed,  viz..  It  shall  iwt  be  lawful  for  thee  to 
takd  other  luoinert  to  wife  hereafterfi  &c.  From  hence  some  have  concluded  that  a  wife  who 
has  her  option  given  her,  and  chooses  to  stay  with  her  husband,  shall  not  be  divorced,  though 
others  are  of  a  contrary  opinion.4 

'^  For  the  crime  would  be  more  enormous  and  unpardonable  in  them,  because  of  their  superior 
condition,  and  the  grace  which  they  have  received  from  God  ;  whence  it  is  that  the  punish- 
ment of  a  free  person  is  ordained  to  be  double  to  that  of  a  slave,^  and  prophets  are  more 
severely  reprimanded  for  their  faults  than  other  men.6 

*  viz.,  Once  for  her  obedience,  and  a  second  time  for  her  conjugal  affection  to  the  prophet, 
and  handsome  behaviour  to  him. 

f  That  is,  in  the  old  time  of  idolatry.  Some  suppose  the  times  before  the  Flood,  or  the  time 
of  Abraham,  to  be  here  intended,  when  women  adorned  themselves  with  all  their  finery,  and 
went  abroad  into  the  streets  to  show  themselves  to  the  men. 7 

S  The  pronouns  of  the  second  person  in  this  part  of  the  passage  being  of  the  m.osculine  gender, 
the  Sliiites  pretend  the  sentence  has  no  connection  with  the  foregoing  or  the  following  words; 
and  will  have  it  that  by  the  honseltold  of  tlig  prophet  are  particukirly  meant  Fatema  and  All, 
and  their  two  sons,  Hasan  and  Hosein,  to  whom  these  words  are  directed.8 

1  A.  Beidawi.  ^  Idem.  3  See  after,  in  this  chapter,  p.  319,         *  AJ  Bcidawi.         *  £lC 

^1  \'  r   57-         ^  ^  Bcid^wi.         7  Idem.         ^  Ident. 
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lijojnen,  and  those  of  either  sex  who  remember  God  frequently  ;  for 
them  hath  God  prepared  forgiveness  and  a  great  reward.  It  is  not 
/ii  for  a  true  behever  of  either  sex,  when  God  and  his  apostle 
have  decreed  a  thing,  that  they  should  have  the  liberty  of  choosing 
a  different  matter  of  their  own  :^  and  whoever  is  disobedient  unto 
God  and  his  apostle,  surely  erreth  with  a  manifest  error.  And  remem- 
ber when  thou  saidst  to  him  unto  whom  GOD  had  been  gracious,^  and 
on  whom  thou  also  hadst  conferred  favours,^  Keep  thy  wife  to  thyself, 
and  fear  GOD  :  and  thou  didst  conceal  that  in  thy  mind  which  GoD  had 
deterniitied  to  discover,^  and  didst  fear  men  ;  whereas  it  was  more  just 
that  thou  shouldst  fearGOD.  But  when  Zeid*^  had  determined  the  matter 
concerning  her,  and  had  resolved  to  divorce  her,  we  joined  her  in  mar- 
riage unto  thee  -^  lest  a  crime  should  be  charged  on  the  true  believers, 
in  marrying  the  wives  of  their  adopted  sons,  when  they  have  determined 
the  matter  concerning  them  -?  and  the  command  of  GOD  is  to  be  per- 
formed. No  crime  is  to  be  charged  on  the  prophet,  as  to  what  GoD 
hath  allowed  him,  conformable  to  the  ordinance  of  GOD  with  regard 

*>  This  verse  was  revealed  on  account  of  Zeinab  (or  Zenobia),  the  daughter  of  Jakash,  and 
wife  of  Zeid,  Mohammed's  freedman,  whom  the  prophet  sought  in  marriage,  but  received  a 
repulse  from  the  lady  and  her  brother  Abdallali,  they  being  at  first  averse  to  the  match  :  for 
which  they  are  here  reprehended.  The  mother  of  Zeinab,  it  is  said,  was  Amima,  the  daughter 
of  Abd'almotalleb,  and  aunt  to  Mohammed. l 

>  viz.,  Zeid  Ebn  Haretha,  on  whom  Gou  had  bestowed  the  grace  early  to  become  a  ?.Ioslem. 

^  By  giving  him  his  liberty,  and  adopting  him  for  thy  son,  &c. 

Zeid  was  of  the  tribe  of  Calb,  a  branch  of  the  Khodaites,  descended  from  Kamyar,  the  son 
of  Saba ;  and  being  taken  in  his  childhood  by  a  party  of  freebooters,  was  bought  by  Mohammed, 
or,  as  others  say,  by  his  wife  Khadijah  before  she  married  him.  Some  years  after,  Haretha, 
hearing  where  his  son  was,  took  a  journey  to  Mecca,  and  offered  a  considerable  sum  for  his 
ransom;  whereupon,  Mohammed  said.  Let  Z^id  come  hither:  a)td  i/he  choosen  to  go  ivitJi  you, 
take  him  witho^it  ranso»i :  but  if  it  be  his  choice  to  stay  ivith  me,  why  should  I  not  Icccp  Iiiiii  ? 
And  Zeid  being  come,  declared  that  he  would  stay  with  his  master,  who  treated  him  as  if  he 
were  his  only  son.  Mohammed  no  sooner  heard  this,  but  he  took  Zeid  by  the  hand,  and  led 
him  to  the  black  stone  of  the  Caaba,  where  he  publicly  adopted  him  for  his  son,  and  constituted 
him  his  heir,  with  v/hich  the  father  acquiesced,  and  returned  home  well  satisfied.  From  this 
time  Zeid  was  called  the  son  of  Moha;unied,  till  the  publication  of  Islam,  after  which  the 
prophet  gave  him  to  wife  Zeinab. 2 

'  Namely,  thy  affection  to  Zeinab.  The  whole  intrigue  is  artfully  enough  unfolded  in  this 
passage.     The  story  is  as  follows  : — 

Some  years  after  his  marriage,  Mohammed,  going  to  Zeid  s  hcuse  on  some  affair,  and  not 
finding  him  at  home,  accidentally  cast  his  eyes  on  Zeinab,  who  was  then  in  a  dress  which  dis- 
covered her  beauty  to  advantage,  and  was  so  smitten  at  the  sight,  that  he  could  not  forbear 
crying  out,  God  be  praised,  ■Juho  tu-nieth  i/ie  hearts  of  men  as  Jie  pleasethl  This  Zeinab  failed 
not  to  acquaint  her  husband  with  on  his  return  home ;  whereupon,  Zeid,  after  mature  reflection, 
thouglit  he  could  do  no  less  than  part  with  his  wife  in  favour  of  his  benefactor,  and  therefore 
resolved  to  divorce  her,  and  acquainted  Mohammed  with  his  resolution  ;  but  he,  apprehending 
the  scandal  it  might  raise,  offered  to  dissuade  him  from  it,  and  endeavoured  to  stille  the  fiamei 
which  inwardly  consumed  him  ;  but  at  length,  his  love  for  her  being  authorized  by  this  re\e- 
lation,  he  acquiesced,  and  after  the  term  of  her  divorce  was  expired,  married  her  in  the  latter 
end  of  the  fifth  year  of  the  Hejra.'^ 

"'  It  is  observed  that  this  is  the  only  person,  of  all  Mohammed's  companions,  whose  name  is 
Tientioned  in  the  Koran. 

"  Whence  Zeinab  used  to  vaunt  herself  above  the  prophet's  other  wives,  saying  that  God  had 
made  the  match  between  Mohammed  and  herself,  whereas  their  matches  were  made'by  their 
relations.'' 

f  For  this  feigned  relation,  as  has  been  observed,  created  an  impediment  of  marriage  amon^ 
the  old  Arabs  within  the  prohibited  degrees,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  had  been  real ;  arid 
therefore  Mohammed's  marrying  Zeinab,  who  had  been  his  adopted  son's  wife,  occasioned  great 
scandal  among  his  followers,  which  was  much  heightened  by  the  Jews  and  hypocrites  :  but  the 
custom  is  here  declared  unreasonable,  and  abolished  for  the  future. 

1_  Al  BeiJawi,  Jallalo'ddin.  "  Al  Jannabi.  Vide  Gagaier,  Vie  de  Moh.  1.  4,  c.  3.  3  A 
Ueid.Tiwi,  al  J.innabi,  Sec.         '  Idem. 
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to  those  who  pieceded  him  (for  the  command  of  GoD  is  a  determin- 
ate decree),  who  brought  the  messages  of  GOD,  and  feared  him,  and 
feared  none  besides  GOD  :  and  GOD  is  a  sufficient  accountant.  Moham- 
med is  not  the  father  of  any  man  among  you  ;  but  the  apostle  of  GOD, 
and  the  seal  of  the  prophets  :  and  God  knoweth  all  things.  O  true 
believers,  remember  GoD  with  a  frequent  remembrance,  and  celebrate 
his  praise  morning  and  evening.  It  is  he  who  is  gracious  unto  you, 
and  his  angels  intercede  for  yoic.,  that  he  may  lead  you  forth  from  dark- 
ness into  light ;  and  he  is  merciful  towards  the  true  believers.  Their 
salutation,  on  the  day  whereoji  they  shall  meet  him,  shall  be,  Peace  ! 
and  he  hath  prepared  for  them  an  honourable  recompence.  O  prophet, 
verily  we  have  sent  thee  to  be  a  witness,  and  a  bearer  of  good  tidings, 
and  a  denouncer  of  threats,  and  an  inviter  unto  GOD,  through  his 
good  pleasure,  and  a  shining  light.  Bear  good  tidings  therefore  unto 
the  true  believers,  that  they  shall  receive  great  abundance  from  God. 
And  obey  not  the  unbelievers  and  hypocrites,  and  mind  not  their  evil 
treatment :  but  trust  in  GOD  ;  and  God  is  a  sufficient  protector.  O 
true  believers,  when  ye  marry  woinen  who  are  believers,  and  after- 
wards put  them  away  before  ye  have  touched  them,  there  is  no  term 
prescribed  you  to  fulfil  towards  them"*  after  their  divorce;  but  make 
them  a  present,*^  and  dismiss  them  freely,  with  an  honourable  dismis- 
sion. O  prophet,  we  have  allowed  thee  thy  wives  unto  whom  thou 
hast  given  their  dower,  and  also  the  slaves  which  thy  right  hand 
possesseth,  of  the  booty  which  God  hath  granted  thee  ;^  and  the 
daughters  of  thy  uncle,  and  the  daughters  of  thy  aunts,  both  on  thy 
father's  side  and  on  thy  mother's  side,  who  have  fled  with  thee  from 
Mecca^  and  any  other  believing  woman,  if  she  give  herself  unto  the 
prophet  ;*  in  case  the  prophet  desireth  to  take  her  to  wife.  This  is  a 
peculiar  privilege  ^rrt;«/^rtf  unto  thee,  above  the  rest  of  the  true  believers." 
We  know  what  we  have  ordained  them  concerning  their  wives,  and  the 

P  That  is,  Ye  are  not  obliged  to  keep  them  any  certain  time  before  ye  dismiss  them,  as  ye  are 
those  with  whom  the  marriage  has  been  consummated.     See  chap.  2,  p.  24. 

q  i.e..  If  no  dower  has  been  assigned  them:  for  if  a  dower  has  been  assigned,  the  husband 
is  obliged,  according  to  the  Sonna,  to  give  the  woman  half  the  dower  agreed  on,  besides  a  pre- 
sent.l  This  is  still  to  be  understood  of  such  women  with  whom  the  marriage  has  not  been 
consummated. 

■"  It  is  said,  therefore,  that  the  women  slaves  which  he  should  buy  are  not  included  in  this 
grant. 

*  But  not  the  others.  It  is  related  of  0mm  Hani,  the  daughter  of  Abu  Taleb,  that  she 
should  say.  The  apostle  of  QiOV)  courted  inejor  his  ivi/e,  bid  I  excused  viyself  to  hint,  and  he 
accepted  cf  tny  excuse:  afterwards  this  verse  ivas  revealed;  but  he  was  not  thereby  allo^ved 
to  marry  jite,  because  I  fled  not  zvith  hiin.^ 

It  may  be  observed  that  Dr,  Prideaux  is  much  mistaken  when  he  asserts  that  Mohammed, 
in  this  chapter,  brings  in  God  exempting  him  from  the  law  in  the  fourth  chapter,^  whereby  the 
Moslems  are  forbidden  to  marry  within  certain  degrees,  and  giving  him  an  especial  privilege 
to  take  to  wife  the  daughter  of  his  brother,  or  the  daughter  of  his  sister.'* 

'  Without  demanding  any  dower.  According  to  a  tradition  of  Ebn  Abbas,  the  prophet, 
however,  married  no  woman  without  assigning  her  a  dower.  The  commentators  are  not  agreed 
who  was  tlie  woman  particularly  meant  in  this  passage  ;  but  they  iiame  four  \\-ho  are  supposed 
to  have  thus  given,  themselves  to  the  prophet,  viz.,  Maimuna  Bint  al  Hareth,  Zeinab  Bint 
Khozaima,  Gliozia  Bint  Juber,  surnamed  0mm  Shoraic  (which  three  he  .ictually  married),  and 
Khawia  Bint  Hakim,  whom,  as  it  seems,  he  rejected. 

«  For  no  Moslem  can  legally  marry  above  four  wives,  whether  free  women  or  slaves  ;  wliercas 
Mohammed  is,  by  the  preceding  passage,  left  at  liberty  to  take  as  many  as  he  plc.ised,  though 
A  ith  some  restrictions. 

1  l;!£:n  2  Idem.         3  Page  36         ^  Sec  Prid.  Life  of  M.i?  omct.  p.  I'A 
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slaves  whom  their  right  hands  possess  :  lest  it  should  oe  deemed  a  crime 
in  thee  to  make  use  of  the  privilege  granted  thee;  for  GOD  is  gracious 
and  merciful.  Thou  mayest  postpone  the  turn  of  such  of  thy  wives  as 
thou  shalt  please,  in  being-  called  to  thy  bed;  and  thou  mayest  take 
unto  thee  her  whom  thou  shalt  please,  and  her  whom  thou  shalt  desire 
of  those  whom  thou  shalt  have  before  rejected  :  and  it  shall  be  no  crime 
in  thee.^  This  will  be  more  easy,  that  they  may  be  entirely  content, 
and  may  not  be  grieved,  but  may  be  well  pleased  with  what  thou  shalt 
give  every  of  them  :  God  knoweth  whatever  is  in  your  hearts ;  and 
God  is  knowing  and  gracious.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  thee  to  take 
other  women  to  wife  hereafter,^  nor  to  exchange  any  of  thy  wives  for 
them,*  although  their  beauty  please  thee  ;  except  the  slaves  whom  thy 
right  hand  shall  possess  :  and  GOD  observeth  all  things.  O  true 
believers,  enter  not  the  houses  of  the  prophet,  unless  it  be  permitted 
you  to  eat  meat  with  him,  without  waiting  his  convenient  time  :  but 
when  ye  are  invited,  then  enter.  And  when  ye  shall  have  eaten, 
disperse  yourselves  ;  and  stay  not  to  enter  into  familiar  discourse  :  for 
this  incommodeth  the  prophet.  He  is  ashamed  to  bid  you  depart;  but 
God  is  not  ashamed  of  the  truth.  And  when  ye  ask  of  the  prophefs 
wives  what  ye  may  have  occasion  for,  ask  it  of  them  from  behind  a 
curtain.^  This  will  be  more  pure  for  your  hearts  and  their  hearts. 
Neither  is  it  fit  for  you  to  give  any  uneasiness  to  the  apostle  of  God, 
or  to  marry  his  wives  after  him  for  ever  :"  for  this  would  be  a  grievous 
thing  in  the  sight  of  God.  Whether  ye  divulge  a  thing,  or  conceal  it, 
verily  God  knoweth  all  things.  It  shall  be  no  crime  in  them  as  to 
their  fathers,  or  their  sons,  or  their  brothers,  or  their  brothers'  sons,  or 

«  By  this  passage  some  farther  privileges  were  granted  unto  Mohammed  ;  for,  whereas  other 
men  are  obhged  to  carry  themselves  equally  towards  their  wives,i  in  case  they  had  more  than 
one,  particularly  as  to  the  duties  of  the  marriage  bed,  to  which  each  has  a  right  to  be  called  in 
her  turn  (which  right  was  ackno\vledged  in  the  most  early  ages),2  and  cannot  take  again  a  wife 
whom  they  have  divorced  the  third  time,  till  she  has  been  married  to  another  and  divorced  by 
bim,i'  the  prophet  was  left  absolutely  at  liberty  to  deal  with  them  in  these  and  other  respects 
as  he  thought  fit. 

'  The  commentators  differ  as  to  the  express  meaning  of  these  words.  Some  think  Mohammed 
was  thereby  forbidden  to  take  any  more  wives  than  nine,  which  number  he  then  had,  and  is 
supposed  to  have  been  his  stint,  as  four  was  that  of  other  men  ;  some  imagine  that  after  this 
prohibition,  though  any  of  the  wives  he  then  had  should  dis  or  be  divorced,  yet  he  could  not 
marry  another  in  her  room  :  some  think  he  was  only  forbidden  from  this  time  forward  to  marry 
any  other  woman  than  one  of  the  four  sorts  mentioned  in  the  preceding  passage ;  and  others'* 
are  of  opinion  that  this  verse  is  abrogated  by  the  two  preceding  verses,  or  one  of  them,  and  was 
revealed  before  them,  though  it  be  read  after  them. 5 

=•  By  divorcing_  her  and  marrying  another.  Al  Zamakhshari  tells  us  that  some  are  of  opinion 
this  prohibition  is  to  be  understood  of  a  particular  kind  of  exchange  used  among  the  idolatrous 
Arabs,  whereby  two  men  made  a  nmtual  exchange  of  their  wives  without  any  other  formality. 

b  That  is,  let  there  be  a  curtain  drawn  between  you,  or  let  them  be  veiled  while  ye  talk  with 
them.  As  the  design  of  the  former  precept  was  to  prevent  the  impertinence  of  troublesome 
visitors,  the  design  of  this  was  to  guard  against  too  near  an  intercourse  or  familiarity  between 
his  wives  and  his  followers ;  and  was  occasioned,  it  is  said,  by  the  hand  of  one  of  his  com- 
panions accidentally  touching  that  of  Ayesha,  which  gave  the  prophet  some  uneasiness.6 

'^  i.e..  Either  such  as  he  shall  divorce  in  his  lifetime,  or  his  widows  after  his  death.  This 
was  another  privilege  peculiar  to  the  prophet. 

It  is  related  that,  in  the  Khalifat  of  Omar,  Ashath  Ebn  Kais  married  the  woman  whom 
Mohammed  had  dismissed  without  consummating  his  marriage  with  her  f  upon  which  the 
Khalif  at  first  was  thinking  to  stone  her,  but  afterwards  changed  his  mind,  on  its  being  repre- 
sented to  him  that  this  prohibition  related  only  to  such  women  to  whom  the  prophet  had 
gone  in  8 

1  See  Kor.  c.  4,  p.  53,  &c.  2  See  Gen.  xxx.  14,  &c  3  See  cap.  2,  p.  24.  '  As  Abul 
Kasem  Hebatallah.  5  Al  Zamakh.,  al  Beidawi,  jallalo'ddin,  &c.  «  Al  Beidawi.  7  See 
b«fore,  p.  318,  note  *.        ^  Al  Beid.iwi. 
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their  sisters'  sons,  or  their  women,  or  the  slaves  which  their  right  hands 
possess,  if  they  speak  to  them  tmveiled:^  and  fear  ye  God  f  for  God 
is  witness  of  all  things.  Verily  GOD  and  his  angels  bless  the  prophet : 
O  true  believers,  do  ye  also  bless  him,  and  salute  him  with  a  respectful 
salutation.'  As  to  those  who  offend  God  and  his  apostle,  God  shall 
curse  them  in  this  world  and  in  the  next ;  and  he  hath  prepared  for 
them  a  shameful  punishment.  And  they  who  shall  injure  the  true 
believers  of  either  sex,  without  their  deserving  it,  shall  surely  bear  the 
guilt  of  calumny  and  a  manifest  mjustice.8  O  prophet,  speak  unto 
thy  wives,  and  thy  daughters,  and  the  wives  of  the  true  believers,  that 
they  cast  their  outer  garments^  over  them  when  they  walk  abroad;  this 
will  be  more  proper,  that  they  may  be  known  to  be  matrons  of  reputa- 
tion, and  may  not  be  affronted  by  unseemly  words  or  actions.  GOD  is 
gracious  and  merciful.  Verily  if  the  hypocrites,  and  those  in  whose 
hearts  is  an  infirmity,  and  they  who  raise  disturbances  in  Medina,  do 
not  desist ;  we  will  surely  stir  thee  up  against  them,  to  chastise  them  : 
henceforth  they  shall  not  be  suffered  to  dwell  near  thee  therein,  except 
for  a  little  time,  and  being  accursed ;  wherever  they  are  found  they 
-shall  be  taken,  and  killed  with  a  general  slaughter,  according  to  the 
sentence  of  God  concerning  those  who  have  been  before ;  and  thou 
shalt  not  find  any  change  in  the  sentence  of  God.  Men  will  ask  thee 
concerning  the  approach  of  the  last  hour  :  answer.  Verily  the  know- 
ledge thereof  is  with  God  alone  ;  and  he  will  not  inform  thee  :  per- 
ad venture  the  hour  is  nigh  at  hand.  Verily  GOD  hath  cursed  the 
infidels,  and  hath  prepared  for  them  a  fierce  fire,  wherein  they  shall 
remain  for  ever  :  they  shall  find  no  patron  or  defender.  On  the  day 
whereon  their  faces  shall  be  rolled  in  hell  fire,  they  shall  say.  Oh  that 
we  had  obeyed  God,  and  had  obeyed  his  apostle  !  And  they  shall  say, 
O  Lord,  verily  we  have  obeyed  our  lords  and  our  great  men  ;  and 
they  have  seduced  us  from  the  right  way.  O  Lord,  give  them  the 
double  of  our  punishment ;  and  curse  them  with  a  heavy  curse  !  O 
true  believers,  be  not  as  those  who  injured  Moses  ;  but  GOD  cleared 
him  from  the  scandal  which  they  had  spoken  concerning  him  ;^  and  he 

^  See  chapter  24,  p.  264. 

*  The  words  are  directed  to  the  prophet  s  wives. 

f  Hence  the  Mohammedans  seldom  mention  his  name  without  adding.  On  whom  be  tiu 
b/c'ssi fie  0/ God  n;tii /t'ace  !  or  the  liVe  words. 

o  This  verse  was  revealed,  according  to  some,  on  occasion  of  certain  hypocrites  who  had 
slandered  Ali ;  or,  according  to  others,  on  occasion  of  those  who  falsely  accused  Ayesha,5*  &c. 

^  The  original  word  properly  signifies  the  large  wrappers,  usually  of  white  linen,  with  which 
the  women  in  the  east  cover  themselves  from  head  to  foot  when  they  go  abroad. 

'  The  commentators  are  not  as^reed  what  this  injury  was.  Some  say  that  Moses  using  to 
wash  himself  apart,  certain  malicious  people  gave  out  that  he  had  a  rupture  (or,  say  others, 
that  he  was  a  leper,  or  an  hermaphrodite),  and  for  that  reason  was  ashamed  to  wash  with  them; 
but  God  cleared  him  from  this  aspersion  by  causing  the  stone  on  which  he  had  laid  his  clothes 
while  he  washed  to  run  away  with  them  into  the  camp,  whither  Moses  followed  it  naked  ;  and 
by  that  means  the  Israelites,  in  the  midst  of  whom  he  was  gotten  ere  he  was  aware,  plainly  per- 
ceived the  falsehood  of  the  report.  Others  suppose  Karun's  accusation  of  Moses  is  here  in- 
tended,! or  else  the  suspicion  of  Aaron's  murder,  which  was  cast  on  Moses  because  he  was  with 
him  when  he  died  on  Rlount  Hor  ;  of  which  latter  he  v/as  justified  by  the  angels  bringing  his 
body  and  exposing  it  to  public  view,  or,  say  some,  by  the  testimony  of  Aaron  limself,  who 
was  raised  to  life  for  that  purpose. 2 

The  passage  is  said  to  have  been  occasioned  by  reflections  which  were  cast  on  Mohammed, 
on  his  dividing  certain  spoils  ;  and  that  v  hen  they  came  to  his  ear,  he  said,  Gop  be  vicrcifu. 
unto  my  brother  Moses :  he  was  wrottged  uiore  t/uin  t'lis,  and  bore  it  with  patience."^ 

•  .See  cap.  24         »  See  cap.  28,  p.  295.        2  Jallalo'ddin,  al  Beidawi.        S  Ai  Bokharl. 
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was  of  great  consideration  in  the  sight  of  GOD>  O  true  believers,  fear 
God,  and  speak  words  well  directed  ;  that  God  may  correct  your  works 
for  you,  and  may  forgive  you  your  sins  :  and  whoever  shall  obey  God 
and  his  apostle,  shall  enjoy  great  felicity.  We  proposed  the  faith  unto 
the  heavens,  and  the  earth,  and  the  mountains  :  and  they  refused  to 
undertake  the  same,  and  were  afraid  thereof;  but  man  undertook  it:' 
verily  he  was  unjust  to  himself,  and  foolish  i'"  that  GOD  may  punish 
the  hypocritical  men ,  and  the  hypocritical  women,  and  the  idolaters, 
and  the  idolatresses;  and  that  God  may  be  turned  unto  the  true 
believers,  both  men  and  women  ;  for  God  is  gracious  and  merciful. 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

entitled,   SABA  ;"   REVEALED  AT   MECCA* 

IN   THE   NAME  OF   THE  MOST   MERCIlfUL  GOD. 

PRAISE  be  to  God,  unto  whom  belongeth  whatever  is  in  the  heavens 
and  on  earth  :  and  unto  him  be  praise  in  the  world  to  come  ;  for 
he  is  wise  and  intelligent.  He  knoweth  whatsoever  entereth  into  the 
earth,**  and  whatsoever  cometh  out  of  the  same,'^  and  whatsoever 
descendeth  from  heaven,*^  and  whatsoever  ascendeth  thereto  -^  and  he 
is  merciful  and  ready  to  forgive.  The  unbelievers  say.  The  hour  oj 
judgment  will  not  come  unto  us.  Answer,  Yea,  by  my  Lord,  it  will 
surely  come  unto  you ;  it  is  he  who  knoweth  the  hidden  secret :  the 
weight  of  an  ant,  either  in  heaven  or  in  earth,  is  not  absent  from  him, 

^  Some  copies  for  inda  read  alda,  according  to  which  the  words  should  be  translated,  And 
he  was  an  illustrious  servant  of  Gou.^ 

I  By  faith  is  here  understood  entire  obedience  to  the  law  of  God,  which  is  represented  to  be 
of  so  high  concern  (no  less  than  eternal  happiness  or  misery  depending  on  the  observance  or 
neglect  thereof),  and  so  difficult  in  the  performance,  that_  if  God  should  propose  the  same  on 
the  conditions  annexed,  to  the  vaster  parts  of  the  creation,  and  they  had  understanding  to 
comprehend  the  offer,  they  would  decline  it,  and  not  dare  to  take  on  them  a  duty,  the  failing 
wherein  must  be  attended  with  so  terrible  a  consequence  ;  and  yet  man  is  said  to  have  under- 
taken it,  notwithstanding  his  weakness  and  the  infirmities  of  his  nature.  Sonie  imagine  this 
proposal  is  not  hypothetical,  but  was  actually  made  to  the  heavens,  earth,  and  mountair.s,  which 
at  thei«-  first  creation  were  endued  with  reason,  and  that  God  told  them  he  had  made  a  law,  and 
bad  cr<  ated  paradise  for  the  recompence  of  such  as  were  obedient  to  it,  and  hell  for  the  punish- 
ment C'f  the  disobedient ;  to  which  they  answered  they  were  content  to  be  obliged  to  perform 
the  services  for  which  they  were  created,  but  would  not  undertake  to  fulfil  the  divine  law  on 
those  conditions,  and  therefore  desired  neither  reward  nor  punishment ;  they  add  that  when 
Adam  was  created,  the  same  offer  was  made  to  him,  and  he  accepted  it."*  The  commentators 
have  other  explications  of  this  passage,  which  it  would  be  too  prolix  to  transcribe. 

"*  Unjust  to  himself  in  not  fulfilling  his  engagements  and  obeying  the  law  he  had  accepted  ; 
*nd  foolish  in  not  considering  the  consequence  of  his  disobedience  and  neglect. 

"  Mention  is  made  of  the  people  of  Saba  in  the  fifteenth  verse. 

o  As  the  rain,  hidden  treasures,  the  dead,  &c. 

P  As  animals,  plants,  metals,  spring-water,  &c. 

<»  As  the  angels,  scriptures,  decrees  of  God,  rain,  thunder  and  lightning,  &c. 

*"  As  the  angels,  men's  works,  vapours,  smoke,  &c.5 

♦  Jallalo'ddin,  al  Beidawi.        5  Al  Beidawi. 
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nor  anything  lesser  than  this,  or  greater,  but  the  same  is  written  in  the 

perspicuous  book  of  Ids  decrees  j  that  he  may  recompence  those  who 
shall  have  believed  and  wrought  righteousness  :  they  shall  receive 
pardon  and  an  honourable  provision.  But  they  who  endeavour  to 
render  our  signs  of  none  effect,  shall  receive  a  punishment  of  painful 
torment.  Those  unto  whom  knowledge  hath  been  given,  see  that  the 
book  which  hath  been  revealed  unto  thee  from  thy  Lord  is  the  truth, 
and  directeth  into  the  glorious  and  laudable  way.  The  unbelievers  say 
to  one  another^  Shall  we  show  you  a  man  who  shall  prophesy  unto  you, 
that  when  ye  shall  have  been  dispersed  with  2  total  dispersion,  ye  shall 
be  raised  a  new  creature  ?  He  hath  forged  a  lie  concerning  God,  or 
rather  he  is  distracted.  But  they  who  believe  not  in  the  life  to  come, 
shall  fall  into  punishment  and  a  wide  error.  Have  they  not  therefore 
considered  what  is  before  them,  and  what  is  behind  them,  of  the  heaven 
and  the  earth  ?  If  we  please,  we  will  cause  the  earth  to  open  and 
swallow  them  up,  or  will  cause  a  piece  of  the  heaven  to  fall  upon  them  : 
verily  herein  is  a  sign  unto  every  servant,  who  turneth  uitto  God.  We 
heretofore  bestowed  on  David  excellence  from  us  :  and  we  said,  O 
mountains,  sing  alternate  praises  with  him  ;  and  we  obliged  the  birds 
also  to  join  therein.^  And  we  softened  the  iron  for  him,  sayitig,  Make 
the?-eof  complete  coats  of  mail,^  and  rightly  dispose  the  small  plates 
which  cojnpose  the  same :  and  work  ye  righteousness,  O  family  oj 
David  J  for  I  see  that  which  ye  do.  And  we  made  the  wind  subject 
unto  Solomon  :"  it  blew  in  the  morning  for  a  month,  and  in  the 
evening  for  a  month.  And  we  made  a  fountain  of  molten  brass  to  flow 
for  him.'^  And  some  of  the  genii  we7-e  obliged  to  work  in  his  presence, 
by  the  will  of  his  LORD  ;  and  whoever  of  them  turned  aside  from  our 
command,  we  will  cause  him  to  taste  the  pain  of  hell  fire.y  They  made 
for  him  whatever  he  pleased,  of  palaces,  and  statues,^  and  large  dishes 
like  fishponds,-'^  and  cauldrons  standing  firm  07i  their  trevets  j^  and  we 
said,  Work  righteousness,  O  family  of  David,  with  thanksgiving  ;  for 
few  of  my  servants  are  thankful.  And  when  we  had  decreed  that 
Solomon  should  die,  nothing  discovered  his  death  unto  them,  except 
the  creeping  thing  of  the  earth,  which  gnawed  his  staff,*'  And  when  his 

'  See  cnapter  21,  p.  247 

'  See  ibid. 

u  See  ibid,  and  chapter  27,  p.  2S4. 

*  This  fountain  they  say  was  in  Yaman,  and  flowed  three  clays  in  a  month.l 

y  Or,  as  some  expound  the  words,  We  caused  hint  to  taste  the  pain  of  bitrtiing;  by  which 
they  understand  the  correction  the  disobedient  genii  received  at  the  hands  of  the  angel  set  over 
them,  who  whipped  them  with  a  whip  of  fire. 

z  Some  suppose  these  were  images  of  the  angels  and  prophets,  and  that  the  making  of  them 
was  not  tlien  forbidden  ;  or  else  that  they  were  not  such  images  as  were  forbidden  by  the  law. 
Some  say  these  spirits  made  him  two  lions,  which  were  placed  at  the  foot  of  his  throne,  and 
two  eagles,  which  were  set  above  it ;  and  that  when  he  mounted  it  the  lions  stretched  out  their 
paws,  and  when  he  sat  down  the  eagles  shaded  him  with  their  wings.2 

»  Being  so  monstrously  large  that  a  thousand  men  might  eat  out  of  each  of  them  at  once. 

b  These  cauldrons,  they  say,  were  cut  out  of  the  mountains  of  Yaman,  and  were  so  vastly  big 
that  they  could  not  be  moved  ;  and  people  went  up  to  them  by  steps.^ 

*  The  commentators,  to  explain  this  passage,  tell  us  that  David,  liaving  laid  the  foundations 
of  the  temple  of  Jerusalem,  which  was  to  be  in  lieu  of  the  tabernacle  of  Moses,  when  he  died, 
left  it  to  be  finished  by  his  son  Solomon,  who  employed  the  genii  in  the  work  :  that  Solomon, 
before  the  edifice  was  quite  completed,  perceiving  his  end  drew  nigh,  begged  ol  Goi>  that  his 
aeath  might  be  concealed  from  the  genii  till  they  had  entirely  finished  it :  that  God  therefow 

I  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin.         ^  Idem.         ^  Jallalo'ddin 
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body  fell  down,  the  genii  plainly  perceived  that  if  they  haci  known  that 
which  is  secret,  they  had  not  continued  in  a  vile  punishment/^  Tfu 
desce7idants  of  ^dhd^  had  heretofore  a  sign  in  their  dwellings  ;  nanielyf 
two  gardens,  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left  :^  and  it  was  said  unit 
them,  Eat  ye  of  the  provision  of  your  LORD,  and  give  thanks  unto  him ; 
ye  have  a  good  country,  and  a  gracious  Lord.  But  they  turned  aside 
f}'Ojn  what  we  had  commatided  them:  wherefore  we  sent  against  them 
the  inundation  of  al  Arem,8  and  we  changed  their  two  gardens  for  them 
into  two  gardens  producing  bitter  fruit,  and  tamarisks,^^  and  some  little 
fruit  of  the  lote-tree.  This  we  gave  them  in  reward,  because  they  were 
ungrateful :  is  any  thus  rewarded  except  the  ungrateful  ?  And  we  placed 
between  them  and  the  cities  which  we  have  blessed,*  cities  sitivate 
near  each  other  ;  and  we  made  the  journey  easy  between  them,'^  sayi?ig. 
Travel  through  the  same  by  night  and  by  day,  in  security.  But  they 
said,  O  Lord,  put  Zig}-eater  distance  between  ovir  journeys  •}  and  they 
were  unjust  unto  themselves  ;  and  we  made  them  the  subject  of  dis- 
coui'se,  and  dispersed  them  with  a  total  dispersion. '^^     Verily  herein 

so  ordered  it,  that  Solomon  died  as  he  stood  at  his  prayers,  leaning  on  his  staff,  which  supported 
the  body  in  that  posture  a  full  year  ;  and  the  genii,  supposing  him  to  be  alive,  continued  their 
work  during  that  term,  at  the  expiration  whereof  the  temple  being  perfectly  completed,  a  worm, 
which  had  gotten  into  the  staff,  ate  it  through,  and  the  corpse  fell  to  the  ground  and  discovered 
the  king's  death.4 

Possibly  this  fable  of  the  temple's  being  built  by  genii,  and  not  by  men,  might  take  its  rise 
from  what  is  mentioned  in  scriptu/'e,  tliat  ihe  house  7vns  built  of  stone  made  7-endy  before  it  ivns 
byoJtgJit  thither;  so  that  there  ^cas  neitJicr  hnmnie)-,  Jior  a.ve,  7ior  any  tool  of  iron  heard  in 
the  house  while  it  ivas  building:^  the  Rabbins  indeed  tell  us  of  a  worm,  which  might  assist  the 
workmen,  its  virtue  being  such  as  to  cause  the  rocks  and  stones  to  fly  in  sunder. <>  Whether  the 
worm  which  gnawed  Solomon's  staff  were  of  the  same  breed  with  this  other,  I  know  not ;  but 
the  story  has  perfectly  the  air  of  a  Jewish  invention. 

<*  i.e..  They  had  not  continued  in  servile  subjecticfii  to  the  command  of  Solomon,  nor  had  gone 
on  with  the  work  of  the  temple. 

^  Saba  was  the  son  of  Yashhab,  the  son  of  Y.'irab,  the  son  of  Kahtan,  whose  posterity  dwelt 
kn  Yaman,  in  the  city  of  Mareb,  called  also  Saba,  about  three  days'  journey  from  Sanaa. 

f  That  is,  two  tracts  of  land,  one  on  this  side  of  their  city,  and  the  other  on  that,  planted 
with  trees,  and  made  into  gardens,  which  lay  so  thick  and  close  together,  that  each  tract  seemed 
to  be  one  continued  garden  :  or,  it  may  be,  every  house  had  a  garden  on  each  hand  of  it.l 

g  The  commentators  set  down  several  significations  of  the  word  al  Arem,  which  are  scarce 
worth  mentioning :  it  most  properly  signifies  }no?i)ids  or  dams  for  the  stopping  or  containing  of 
water,  and  is  here  used  for  that  stupendous  mound  or  building  which  formed  the  vast  reservoir 
above  the  city  of  Saba,  described  in  another  place,2  and  which,  for  the  great  impiety,  pride, 
and  insolerce  of  the  inhabitants,  was  broken  down  in  the  night  by  a  mighty  flood,  and  occasioned 
a  terrible  destruction.^  Al  Beidawi  supposes  this  mound  was  the  work  of  queen  Balkis,  and  that 
the  above-mentioned  catastrophe  happened  after  the  time  of  Jesus  Christ ;  wherein  he  seems  to 
De  mistaken. 

^  A  low  shrub  bearing  no  fruit,  and  delighting  In  saltish  and  barren  ground. 

i  viz..  The  cities  of  Syria. 

^  Hy  reason  of  their  near  distance,  so  that  diTMng  the  whole  journey  a  traveller  might  rest  in 
or^e  town  during  the  heat  of  the  day,  and  in  another  at  night ;  nor  was  he  obliged  to  carry 
provisions  with  him. 4 

1  This  petitionthey  made  out  of  covetousness,  that  the  poor  being  obliged  to  be  longer  on 
the  road,  they  might  make  greater  advantages  in  letting  out  their  cattle,  and  furnishing  the 
tnavellers  with  provision  :  and  God  was  pleased  to  punish  them  by  granting  them  their  wish, 
and  permitting  most  of  the  cities,  which  were  between  Saba  and  Syria,  to  be  ruined  and 
abandoned.'' 

'°  For  the  neighbouring  nations  justly  wondered  at  so  sudden  and  unforeseen  a  revolution  in 
the  affairs  of  this  once  flourishing  people  :  whence  it  became  a  proverbial  saying,  to  express  ? 
a  total  dispersion,  that  they  were  gone  and  scattered  like  Saba.^ 

Of  the  descendants  of  Saba,  who  quitted  their  country  and  sought  new  settlement?  on  this 

•*  Al  Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddin.  8  i  Kings  \i.  7.  6  Vide  Kimhi,  in  loc.  Buxt.  Lex.  Ta'm. 

p.  2456,  et  Schickardi  Tarich  reg.  Pers.  p.  62.  l  Al  Beidawi,  2  See  the  Prelim.  Disc 

Sect.  I.  p.  8.  ^  See  ibid.  4  Jallal ,  al  Beidawi.         5  Idem.         6  Al  Beidawi.    Vide  Cro> 

not.  in  Alfrag.  p.  87 
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are  signs,  unto  every  patient,  grateful  person.  And  Eblis  found  his 
opinion  of  them  to  be  true  :°  and  they  followed  him,  except  a  party  of 
the  true  belie vei-s  :°  and  he  had  no  power  over  them,  unless  to  tejnpt 
them,  that  we  might  knov;  him  who  believed  in  the  life  to  come,  from 
him  who  doubted  thereof.  Thy  Lord  observeth  all  things.  Say  imto 
the  idolaters,  Call  upon  those  whom  ye  imagine /(?^<?^^^j,  besides  GOD, 
they  are  not  masters  of  the  weight  of  an  ant  in  heaven  or  on  earth, 
neither  have  they  any  share  in  the  creation  or  gover7i7neiit  o/the  same; 
nor  is  any  of  them  assistant  to  h'lm  therein.  No  intercession  will  be  of 
service  in  his  presence,  except  the  intercession  of  him  to  whom  he  shall 
grant  permission  to  intercede  for  others  :^  and  they  shall  wait  in  stts- 
pense  until,  when  the  terror  shall  be  taken  off  from  their  hearts,'!  they 
shall  say  to  07ie  another,  What  doth  your  LORD  say?  They  shall 
answer,  That  which  is  just :  and  he  is  the  high,  the  great  God.  Say, 
Who  provideth  food  for  you  from  heaven  and  earth  ?  Answer,  God  : 
and  either  we,  or  ye,  follow  the  true  direction,  or  are  in  a  manifest 
error.  Say,  Ye  shall  not  be  examined  concerning  what  we  shall  have 
committed  :  neither  shall  we  be  examined  concerning  what  ye  shall 
have  done.  Say,  Our  Lord  will  assemble  us  together  at  the  last  day . 
then  will  he  judge  between  us  with  truth  ;  and  he  is  the  judge,  the 
knowing.  Say,  Show  me  those  whom  ye  have  joined  as  partners  with 
him  ?  Nay  ;  rather  he  is  the  mighty,  the  wise  GoD.  We  have  not 
sent  thee  otherwise  than  unto  mankind  in  general,  a  bearer  of  good 
tidings,  and  a  denouncer  of  threats  :  but  the  greater  part  of  men  do  not 
understand.  And  they  say.  When  7aill  this  threat  l>e  fulfilled,  if  ye 
speak  truth  ?  Answer,  A  threat  is  denounced  unto  you  of  a  day  which 
ye  shall  not  retard  one  hour,  neither  shall  ye  hasten.  The  unbelievers 
say.  We  will  by  no  means  believe  in  this  Koran,  nor  in  that  vAiiohhath 
bee?t  revealed  before  it.'^  But  if  thou  couldst  see  when  the  unjust  doers 
shall  be  set  before  their  Lord  !  They  will  iterate  discourse  with  one 
another :  those  who  were  esteemed  weak  shall  say  unto  those  who 
behaved  themselves  arrogantly,*  Had  it  not  been  for  you,  verily  we  had 
been  true  believers.  They  who  behaved  themselyes  arrogantly  shall 
say  unto  those  who  were  esteemed  weak.  Did  we  turn  you  aside  from 
the  true  direction,  after  it  had  come  unto  you  ?     On  the  contrary,  ye 

inundation,  the  tribe  of  Gliassan  went  into  Syria,  the  tribe  of  AnmSr  to  Yathreb,  the  tribe  of 
Jodh'uTi  to  Tehrunah,  the  tribe  of  al  Azd  to  0man,l  the  tribe  of  Tay  to  Najd,  the  tribe  of 
Khozaah  to  Batan  Warr  near  Mecca,  Banu  Amela  to  a  mountain,  thence  called  the  Mou.itain 
of  Amela,  near  Damascus,  and  others  went  to  Hira  in  Irak,2  &c. 

"  Either  his  opinion  of  the  Saba^ans.  v;hen  he  saw  them  addicted  to  pride  and  ingratitude, 
and  the  satisfying  their  lusts ;  or  else  tfie  opinion  he  entertained  of  all  mankind  at  the  fall  ol 
Adam,  or  at  his  creation,  when  he  lieard  the  angel-^  say,  WiU  t/iou  place  in  ike  earth  one  wkc 
luifl  do  evil  the7\-ln,  nt:d  shed  blood  T^ 

0  Who  were  saved  from  the  common  destruction. 
P  See  chapter  19,  p.  232. 

q  i.e..  From  the  hearts  of  the  intercessors,  and  of  those  for  whom  God  shall  allow  them  to 
intercede,  by  tlie  permission  which  he  shall  then  gr.ant  them  ;  for  no  angel  or  prophet  shall 
dare  to  speak  at  the  last  day  without  the  divine  leave. 

'  It  is  said  that  the  infidels  of  Mecca,  having  inquired  of  the  Jews  and  Christians  concerning 
the  mission  of  Mohammed,  were  assured  by  them  that  they  fo\ind  him  described  as  the  prophet 
ivlio  should  come,  both  in  the  Pentateuch  and  in  the  Gospel ;  at  which  they  were  very  angry, 
and  broke  out  into  the  words  here  recorded. ■• 

•*  ,^ee  chapter  14,  p.  tS/,  note 

1  Al  Beid.wi.  2  ViJe  Poc.  Spec.  p.  42,  45,  and  ^6  '  See  cap  ?,  p.  4  ;  rap.  7,  p.  tcrf  ; 
and  cap.  15,  n.  vq2,  &.c         4  Al  Beidawi 
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acted  wickedly  of  your  own  free  choice.  And  they  who  were  esteemed 
weak  shall  say  unto  those  who  behaved  with  aiTogance,  Nay,  but  the 
crafty  plot  which  ye  devised  by  night  and  by  day,  occasioned  our  ruiUj 
when  ye  commanded  us  that  we  should  not  believe  in  God,  and  that 
we  should  set  up  other  gods  as  equal  unto  him.  And  they  shall  conceal 
their  repentance,*  after  they  shall  have  seen  the  punishment  prepared 
for  them.  And  we  will  put  yokes  on  the  necks  of  those  who  shall  have 
disbelieved  :  shall  they  be  rewarded  any  otherwise  than  according  to 
what  they  shall  have  wrought  ?  We  have  sent  no  warner  unto  any  city 
but  the  inhabitants  thereof  who  lived  in  affluence  said.  Verily  we  believe 
not  that  with  which  ye  are  sent.  And  those  of  Mecca  also  say,  We 
abound  in  riches  and  children  more  than  ye^  and  we  shall  not  be 
punished  hereafter.  Answer,  Verily  my  Lord  will  bestow  provision  in 
abundance  unto  whom  he  pleaseth,  and  will  be  sparing  ujito  whom  hs 
pleaseth  :  but  the  greater  part  of  men  know  not  this.  Neither  your 
riches  nor  your  children  are  the  thijtgs  which  shall  cause  you  to  draw 
nigh  unto  us  with  a  near  approach  :  only  whoever  believeth,  and 
worketh  righteousness,  they  shall  receive  a  double  reward  for  that 
which  they  shall  have  wrought ;  and  they  shall  dwell  in  security,  in  the 
upper  apartments  of  paradise.  But  they  who  shall  endeavour  to  render 
our  signs  of  none  effect,  shall  be  delivered  up  to  punishment.  Say, 
Verily  my  LORD  will  bestow  provision  in  abundance  unto  whom  he 
pleaseth  of  his  servants,  and  will  be  sparing  unto  whom  he  pleaseth : 
and  whatever  thing  ye  shall  give  in  alms,  he  will  return  it ;  and  he  is 
the  best  provider  of  food.  On  a  certain  day  he  shall  gather  them  all 
together  :  then  shall  he  say  unto  the  angels.  Did  these  worship  you  T 
And  the  angels  shall  answer,  GoD  forbid  !  thou  art  our  friend,  and  not 
these  :  but  they  worshipped  devils  ;  the  greater  part  of  them  believed 
in  them.  On  this  day  the  one  of  you  shall  not  be  able  either  to  profit 
or  to  hurt  the  other.  And  we  will  say  unto  those  who  have  acted  un- 
justly, Taste  ye  the  pain  of  hell  fire,  which  ye  rejected  as  a  falsehood. 
When  our  evident  signs  are  read  unto  them,  they  s2iyoftheejOMoha?n' 
med,  This  is  no  other  than  a  man,  who  seeketh  to  turn  you  aside  from 
the  gods  which  your  fathers  worshipped.  And  they  say  of  the  Kordfi^ 
This  is  no  other  than  a  lie  blasphemously  forged.  And  the  unbelievers 
say  of  the  truth,  when  it  is  come  unto  them,  This  is  no  other  than 
manifest  sorcery  :  yet  we  have  given  them  no  books  of  scripture 
wherein  to  exercise  themselves,  nor  have  we  sent  unto  them  any  warner 
before  thee.  They  who  were  before  them  ift  like  inanner  accused  their 
prophets  of  imposture  :  but  these  have  not  arrived  unto  the  tenth  part 
of  the  riches  and  strength  which  we  had  bestowed  on  the  former :  and 
.  thf  y  accused  my  apostles  of  imposture ;  and  how  severe  was  my 
v^-ngeance  !  Say,  Verily  I  advise  you  unto  one  thing,  namely^  that  ye 
ttand  before  GOD  by  two  and  two,  and  singly ;"   and  then  consider 

'  See  chapter  lo,  p.  154,  note  7. 

"  i.e.y  That  ye  set  yourselves  to  deliberate  and  judge  of  me  and  my  pretensions  coolly  and 
sincerely,  as  in  the  sight  of  God,  without  passion  or  prejudice.  The  reason  why  they  are 
ordered  to  consider  either  alone,  or  by  two  and  two  at  most  together,  is  because  in  larger 
assembles,  where  noise,  passion,  and  prejudice  generally  prevail,  men  have  not  that  freedom 
of  judgment  which  they  have  in  private. 1 

1  Al  Beidawi 


3-6  AL   KORAN,  CHAP.  XXXV. 

seriously,  andyoii  willfi^id  that  there  is  no  madness  in  your  companion 
Mohamfned :  he  is  no  other  than  a  warner  unto  you,  sent  before  a 
severe  punishment.  Say,  I  ask  not  of  you  any  xt\i2ccdi  for  7ny  preach- 
ingj^  it  is  your  own,  either  to  give  or  not  :^  my  reward  is  to  be  expected 
from  God  alone  ;  and  he  is  witness  over  all  things.  Say,  Verily  my 
Lord  sendeth  down  the  truth  to  his  prophets :  he  is  the  knower  of 
secrete,  Say,  Truth  is  come,  and  falsehood  is  vanished,  and  shall 
not  return  any  more.  Say,  If  I  err,  verily  I  shall  err  only  against  my 
own  soul :  but  if  I  be  rightly  directed,  it  will  be  by  that  which  my 
Lord  revealeth  unto  me  ;  for  he  is  ready  to  hear,  and  nigh  nnto  those 
who  call  upofi  him.  If  thou  couldst  see,  when  the  unbelievers  shall 
tremble,^  and  shall  find  no  refuge,  and  shall  be  taken  from  a  near 
place,*^  and  shall  say,  We  believe  in  him !  But  how  shall  they  receive 
the  faith  from  a  distant  place  •}^  since  they  had  before  denied  him,  and 
reviled  the  mysteries  of  faith,  from  a  distant  place  ?  And  a  bar  shall 
be  placed  between  them  and  that  which  they  shall  desire ;  as  it  hath 
been  done  with  those  who  behaved  like  them  heretofore  :  because  they 
iiave  been  in  a  doubt  which  hath  caused  scandal. 


CHAPTER  XXXV. 

ENTITLED,  THE  CREATOR  f  REVEALED  AT  MECCA. 

IN    THE   NAME   OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL  GOD. 

PRAISE  be  unto  God,  the  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth;  who 
maketh  the  angels  his  messengers,  furnished  with  two,  and  three, 
and  {q\xx  pair  of  wings  -^  God  maketh  what  he  pleaseth  unto  his  crea^ 
tures ;  for  God  is  almighty.  The  mercy  which  GOD  shall  freely  be- 
stow on  mankind,  there  is  none  who  can  withhold  ;  and  what  he  shall 
withhold, //^<?r^  is  none  who  can  bestow,  besides  him:  and  hez>  the  mighty, 
the  wise.  O  men,  remember  the  favour  of  GOD  towards  you  :  is  there 
any  creator,  besides  GOD,  who  provideth  food  for  you  from  heaven 

s  Mohammed,  having  in  the  preceding  words  answered  the  imputation  of  madness  or  vain 
enthusiasm,  by  appealing  to  their  cooler  thoughts  of  him  and  his  actions,  endeavours  by  these 
to  clear  himself  of  the  suspicion  of  any  worldly  view  or  interest,  declaring  that  he  desu-ed  no 
salary  or  support  from  them  for  executing  his  commission,  but  expected  his  wages  from  God 
alone. 

y  See  chapter  25,  p.  275. 

«  viz.,  At  their  death,  or  the  day  of  judgment,  or  the  battle  of  Bedr.2 

a  That  is,  from  the  outside  of  the  earth  to  the  inside  thereof;  or,  from  before  GoD  S  tribunal 
to  hell  fire ;  or,  from  the  plain  of  Bedr  to  the  well  into  which  the  dead  bodies  of  the  slain  were 
thrown. 3 

b  i.e..  When  they  are  in  the  other  world ;  whereas  faith  is  to  be  received  in  this. 

^  Some  entitle  this  chapter  The  Angeh:  both  words  occur  in  the  first  verse. 

d  That  is,  some  angels  have  a  greater  and  some  a  lesser  number  of  wings,  according  to  their 
different  orders,  the  words  not  being  designed  to  express  the  particular  number.  Gabriel  is 
said  to  have  appeared  to  Mohammed,  on  the  night  he  made  his  journey  to  heaven,  with  no  less 
than  six  hundred  wings.* 

2  Al  Beidawi.         3  Idem.        <  Idem. 
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and  earth?     There  is  no  God  but  he  :  how  therefore  are  ye  turned 
aside/rt?;//  acknowledging  his  imity  ?    If  they  accuse  thee  of  unpos- 
ture,  apostles  before  thee  have  also  been  accused  of  imposture ;  and 
unto  God  shall  all  things  return.     O  men,  verily  the  promise  of  God 
is  true  :  let  not  therefore  the  present  life  deceive  you,  neither  let  the 
deceiver  deceive  you  concerning  GOD  :  for  Satan  is  an  enemy  unto 
you ;   wherefore  hold   him   for  an  enemy  :   he  only  inviteth  his  con- 
federates to  be  the  inhabitants  of  hell.     For  those  who  believe  not 
there  is  prepared  a  severe  torment :  but  for  those  who  shall  believe 
and  do  that  which  is  right,  is  prepared  mercy  and  a  great  reward 
Shall  he  therefore  for  whom  his  evil  work  hath  been  prepared,  and 
who  imagineth  it   to  be  good,  he  as  he  who  is  rightly  disposed  and 
discerneth  the  truth  f    Verily  GOD  will  cause  to  err  whom  he  pleaseth, 
and  will  direct  whom  he  pleaseth.     Let  not  thy  soul  therefore  be  spent 
in  sighs  for  their  sakes,  07i  accoimt  of  their  obstinacy ;  for  GOD  well 
knoweth  that  which  they  do.     //  is  GOD  who  sendeth  the  winds,  and 
raiseth  a  cloud ;  and  we  drive  the  same  unto  a  dead  country,  and 
thereby  quicken  the  earth  after  it  hath  been  dead  :  so  shall  the  resur- 
rection be.^  Whoever  desire th  excellence,  unto  God  doth  all  excellence 
belong :  unto  him  ascendeth  the  good  speech  ;  and  the  righteous  work 
will  he  exalt.     But  as  for  them  who  devise  wicked  piots^  they  shall 
suffer  a  severe  punishment ;  and  the  device  of  those  vie7i  shall  be  ren- 
dered vain.    God  created  yoM  first  of  the  dust,  and  afterwards  of  seed  :« 
and  he  hath  made  you  man  and  wife.    No  female  conceiveth,  or  bringeth 
forth,  but  with  his  knowledge.     Nor  is  anything  added  unto  the  age 
of  him  whose  life  is  prolonged,  neither  is  anything  diminished  from 
his  age,  but  the  same  is  w7-itteti  in  the  book  of  Gods  decrees.     Verily 
this  is  easy  with  GOD.     The  two  seas  are  not  to  be  held  in  compari- 
son :  this  is  fresh  and  sweet,  pleasant  to  drink  ;  but  that  is  salt  and 
bitter  :^  yet  out  of  each  of  them  ye  eat  fish,*  and   take  ornaments'' 
for  you  to  wear.    Thou  seest  the  ships  also  ploughing  the  waves  thereof, 
that  ye  may  seek  to  e?trich  yotirselves  by  commerce^  of  the  abun- 
dance of  God :  peradventure  ye  will  be  thankful.    He  causeth  the  night 
to  succeed  the  day,  and  he  causeth  the  day  to  succeed  the  night ; 
and   he  obligeth  the  sun  and   the  moon  to  perform  their  services  : 
each  of  them  runneth  an  appointed  course.    This  is  God,  your  Lord  : 
his  is  the  kingdom.     But  the  idols  which  ye  invoke  besides  him  have 
not  the  power  even  over  the  skin  of  a  date-stone :  if  ye  invoke  them, 
they  will  not  hear  your  calling ;  and  although  they  should  hear,  yet 
they  would  not  answer  you.     On  the  day  of  resurrection  they  shall 
disclaim   your  having   associated  them  with   GOD :    and   none   shall 
declare  unto  thee  ths  tricth,  like  one  who  is  well  acquainted  therewith. 
O  men,  ye  have  need  of  GOD;  but  God  is  self-sufficient,  and  to  be 
praised.     If  he  pleaseth,  he  can  take  you  away,  and  produce  a  new 
creature  ift  your  stead:  neither   will  this  be  difficult  with  GOD.     A 
burdened  soul  shall  not  bear  the  burden  of  another :  and  if  a  heavy- 

*  See  chapter  20,  p.  298,  note 

'  As  the  Koreish  did  against  Mohammed.     See  chapter  8,  p.  128,  note  ". 

5  See  chapter  22,  p.  250. 

ti  That  is,  the  two  collective  bodies  of  salt  water  an'i  fresh.     See  chapter  25,  p   17* 

J  See  chapter  16,  p.  196,  note  «. 

*  As  pearls  and  coral. 
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burdened  sojil  call  on  another  to  bear  part  of  its  burdtm,  no  part 

thereof  shall  be  borne  by  the  person  who  shall  be  called  07i,  although 

he  be  ever  so  nearly  related.    Thou  shalt  admonish  those  who  fear 

their   Lord   in    secret,  and  are   constant   at   prayer :    and   whoever 

cleanseth  himself /rc?w  the  guilt  of  disobedience,  d^dinsQih.  himself  to 

the  advantage  of  his  own  soul ;  for  all  shall  be  assembled  before  God 

at  the  last  day.     The  blind  and  the  seeing  shall  not  be  held  equal ; 

neither  darkness  and  light;   nor  the  cool  shade  and  the  scorching 

wind :  neither  shall   the  living  and   the  dead  be  held  equal. ^     God 

shall  cause  him  to  hear  whom  he  pleaseth :  but  thou  shalt  not  make 

those  to  hear  who  are  in  their  graves."^     Thou  art  no  other  than  a 

preacher  :   verily  we   have   sent   thee  with   truth,  a  bearer   of  good 

tidings,  and  a  denouncer  of  threats.     There  hath  been  no  nation,  but 

a  preacher  hath  in  past  times  been  conversant  among  them :  if  they 

charge  thee  with   imposture,  they  who  were  before  them  likewise 

charged   their  apostles  with   imposture.     Their  apostles  came  unto 

them  with  evident  jniracles,  and  with  divine  writings,"  and  with  the 

enlightening  book  :**  afterwards  I  chastised  those  who  were  unbelievers, 

and  how  severe  was  my  vengeance  !      Dost  thou  not  see  that  GOD 

sendeth  down  rain  from  heaven,  and  that  we  thereby  produce  fruits  of 

various  colours  ?^     In  the  mountain  also  there  are  some  tracts  white 

and  red,  of  various  colours  ;*i  and  others  are  of  a  deep  black :  and  of 

men,  and  beasts,  and  cattle  there  are  whose  colours  a7'e  in  like  manner 

various.      Such  only  of  his  servants  fear  GoD  as  are  endued  with 

understanding  :  verily  GOD    is  mighty  and  ready  to  forgive.     Verily 

they  who  read  the  book  of  GOD,  and  are  constant  at  prayer,  and  give 

alms   out   of  what  we  have  bestowed   on   them,  both  in  secret  and 

openly,  hope  for  a  merchandise  which  shall  not  perish :  that  GOD  may 

fully  pay  them  their  wages,  and  make  them  a  siiperabtmdant  addition 

of  his  liberality;  for  he  is  ready  to  forgive  the  faults  of  his  servants^ 

and  to  requite  their  endeavours.     That  which  we  have  revealed  unto 

thee  of  the  book  of  the  Koran,  is  the  truth,  confirming  the  scriptures 

which  'we7'e  revealed  before  it;  for  GOD  knoweth  atid  regardeth  his 

servants.     And  we  have  given  the  book  of  the  Koran  in  heritage  unto 

such  of  our  servants  as  we  have  chosen :  of  them  the7'e  is  one  who 

injureth  his  own  soul  -^  and  the7-e  is  a7iother  of  them  who  keepeth  the 

middle  way  f  and  there  is  another  of  them  who  outstrippeth  others  in 

good  works,  by  the  permission  of  GoD.     This  is  the  great  excellence. 

They  shall  be  introduced  into  gardens  of  perpetual  abode ;  they  shall 

be   adorned   therein   with   bracelets   of  gold   and   pearls,   and   their 

clothing  therein  shall  he  of  silk :  and  they  shall  say,  Praise  be  unto 

GOD,  who  hath  taken  away  sorrow  from  us !  verily  our  Lord  is  ready 

This  passage  expresses  the  great  difference  between  a  trae  believer  and  an  infidel,  truth  and 
tanity,  and  their  future  reward  and  punishment. 
'"  i.e..  Those  who  obstinately  persist  in  their  unbelief,  who  are  compared  to  the  dead. 
"  As  the  volumes  delivered  to  Abraham,  and  to  other  prophets  before  Moses. 
<>  vi/T.,  The  law  or  the  gospel. 

P  That  is,  of  different  kinds.     See  chapter  16,  p.  igS 
«J  lleing  more  or  less  intense.! 

'  By  not  practising  what  he  is  taught  and  commanded  in  the  KorSn. 
'  That  is,  who  meaneth  well,  and  perfornieth  his  duty  foi  the  most  parf,  but  not  perfectly 
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to  forgive  the  sinners^  and  to  reward  the  obedietit;  who  hath  caused  us 
to  take  up  our  rest  in  a  dwelling  of  eternal  stability,  through  his 
bounty,  wherein  no  labour  shall  touch  us,  neither  shall  any  weariness 
affect  us.  But  for  the  unbelievers  is  p7'epa7'ed  the  fire  of  hell :  it  shall 
not  be  decreed  them  to  die  a  second  time;  neither  shall  any  part  of 
the  punishment  thereof  be  made  ligliter  unto  them.  Thus  shall  every 
infidel  be  rewarded.  And  they  shall  cry  out  aloud  in  hell^  sayijig, 
Lord,  take  us  hence,  and  we  will  work  righteousness,  and  not  what 
we  \i2iVQ  formerly  wrought.  Bitt  it  shall  be  ajiswered  them.  Did  we 
not  grant  you  lives  of  length  sufficient,  that  whoever  would  be  warned 
might  be  warned  therein;  and  did  not  the  preacher*  come  unto  you? 
taste,  therefore,  the  pai7is  of  hell.  And  the  unjust  shall  have  no  pro- 
tector. Verily  GOD  knoweth  the  secrets  both  of  heaven  and  earth,  for 
he  knoweth  the  innermost  parts  of  the  breasts  of  men.  It  is  he  who 
hath  made  you  to  succeed  in  the  earth.  Whoever  shall  disbelieve,  on 
him  be  his  unbelief:  and  their  unbelief  shall  only  gain  the  unbelievers 
greater  indignation  in  the  sight  of  their  Lord  :  and  their  unbelief  shall 
only  increase  the  perdition  of  the  unbelievers.  Say,  what  think  ye  of 
your  deities  which  ye  invoke  besides  GOD?  Show  me  what  pa7't  of 
the  earth  they  have  created.  Or  had  they  any  share  in  the  creatio7i  oj 
the  heavens?  Have  we  given  unto  the  idolaters  any  book  of  rev e- 
latio7is,  so  that  they  may  rely  on  any  proof  therefrom  to  atithorize  their 
practice?  Nay :  but  the  ungodly  make  unto  one  another  only  deceitful 
promises.  Verily  GOD  sustaineth  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  lest  they 
fail :  and  if  they  should  fail,  none  could  support  the  same  besides  him  ; 
he  is  gracious  a7id  merciful.  The  Ko7'eish  swore  by  GOD,  with  a  most 
solemn  oath,  that  if  a  preacher  had  come  unto  them,  they  would 
surely  have  been  more  ivilli7i^ly  directed  than  any  nation.  But  now 
a  preacher  is  come  unto  them,  it  hath  only  increased  in  them  thei7 
aversion  y?-(9;;z  the  truth,  //^m- arrogance  in  the  earth,  and  their  con- 
triving of  evil ;  but  the  contrivance  of  evil  shall  only  encompass  the 
authors  thereof  Do  they  expect  any  other  than  the  punishment 
awarded  against  the  7(?tbelievers  of  former  times?  For  thou  shalt  not 
find  any  change  in  the  ordinance  of  God  ;  neither  shalt  thou  find  any 
variation  in  the  ordinance  of  GOD.  Have  they  not  gone  through  the 
earth,  and  seen  what  hath  been  the  end  of  those  who  were  before 
them ;  although  they  were  more  mighty  in  strength  than  they  ?  God 
is  not  to  be  frustrated  by  anything  either  in  heaven  or  on  earth ;  for  he 
is  wise  a7id  powerful.  If  God  should  punish  men  according  to  what 
they  deserve,  he  would  not  leave  on  the  back  of  the  earth  so  much  as 
a  beast  :  but  he  respiteth  them  to  a  determined  time;  and  when  theii 
lime  shall  come,  verilv  GOD  will  regard  his  servants. 

•  viz,,  Mohammed 
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CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

ENTITLED,   Y.   S  ;   REVEALED   AT   MECCA. 

'N'    THE    NAME   OF   THB    IMOST   MERCIFUL   GOD 

\J  S.**  /  swear  by  the  instructive  Koran,  that  thou  art  one  of  the 
*  •  messengers  of  God,  sent  to  show  the  right  way.  This  is  a 
revelation  of  the  most  mighty,  the  merciful  God :  that  thou  mayest 
warn  a  people  whose  fathers  were  not  warned,  and  who  live  in  negli- 
gence.  Our  sentence^  hath  justly  been  pronounced  against  the  greater 
part  of  them;  wherefore  they  shall  not  beheve.  We  have  put  yokes? 
on  their  necks,  which  co??te  up  to  their  chins ;  and  they  are  forced  to 
hold  up  their  heads  :  and  we  have  set  a  bar  before  them,  and  a  bar 
behind  them  ;^  and  we  have  covered  them  with  darkness  ;  wherefore 
they  shall  not  see.^  //  shall  be  equal  unto  them  whether  thou  preach 
unto  them,  or  do  not  preach  unto  them ;  they  shall  not  believe.  But 
thou  shalt  preach  with  effect  unto  him  only  who  followeth  the  admoni- 
tion of  the  Koran,  and  feareth  the  Merciful  in  secret.  Wherefore  bear 
good  tidings  unto  him,  of  mercy,  and  an  honourable  reward.  Verily 
we  will  restore  the  dead  to  life,  and  will  write  down  their  works  which 
they  shall  have  sent  before  them,  and  their  footsteps  which  they  shall 
have  left  behind  thein;^  and  everything  do  we  set  down  in  a  plain 
register.  Propound  unto  them  as  an  example  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city  of  Antioch,  when  the  apostles  of  fesus  came  thereto  :°  when  we 

"  The  meaning  of  these  letters  is  unknown  0-  some,  however,  from  a  tr.idition  of  Ebn  Abbas, 
pretend  they  stand  for  Va  i>isdn,  i.e.,  O  Jiiait.  This  cliapter,  it  is  said,  had  several  other  titles 
given  it  by  Mohammed  himself,  and  particularly  that  of  The  heart  o/  the  Koran.  The  Mo- 
hammedans read  it  to  dying  persons  in  their  last  agony. 2 

»  viz..  The  sentence  of  damnation,  which  God  pronounced  against  the  greater  part  of  genii 
and  men  at  the  fall  of  Adam.-^ 

7  Or  collars,  such  as  are  described  p.  i8r,  note  '. 

2  That  is,  we  have  placed  o'bstacles  to  prevent  their  looking  either  forwards  or  backwards. 
The  whole  passage  represents  the  blindness  and  invincible  obstinacy,  with  which  God  justly 
curses  perverse  and  reprobate  men. 

»  It  is  said  that  when  the  Koreish,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  they  had  taken,  had  sent  a 
select  number  to  beset  Mohammed's  house,  and  to  kill  him,-*  the  prophet,  having  caused  AH  to 
lie  down  on  his  bed  to  deceive  the  assassins,  went  out  and  threw  a  handful  of  dust  at  them,  re 
peating  the  nine  first  verses  of  this  chapter,  which  end  here  ;  and  they  were  thereupon  stricken 
with  blindness,  so  that  they  could  not  see  him.^ 

b  As  their  good  or  evil  example,  doctrine,  &c. 

^  '1  o  explain  this  passage,  the  commentators  tell  the  following  story  : — 

The  people  of  Antioch  being  idolaters,  Jesus  sent  two  of  his  disciples  thither  to  preach  to 
them  ;  and  when  they  drew  near  the  city  they  found  Habib,  surnamed  al  Najjar,  or  the  car- 
peiiter,  feeding  sheep,  and  acquainted  him  with  their  errand  ;  whereupon  he  asked  them  what 
proof  they  had  of  their  veracity,  and  they  told  him  they  could  cure  the  sick,  and  the  blind,  and 
the  lepers ;  and  to  demonstrate  the  truth  of  what  they  said,  they  laid  their  hands  on  a  child  of 
his  who  was  sick,  and  immediately  restored  him  to  health.  Habib  was  convinced  by  this 
miracle,  and  believed  ;  after  which  they  went  into  the  city  and  preached  the  worship  of  one 
true  God,  curing  a  great  number  of  people  of  several  Infirmities  :  but  at  length,  the  affair 
coming  to  the  prince's  ear,  he  ordered  them  to  be  imprisoned  for  endeavouring  to  seduce  the 
people.  When  Jesus  heard  of  this,  he  sent  another  of  his  disciples,  generally  supposed  to  haw 
been  Simon  Peter,  who,  coming  to  Antioch,  and  appearing  as  a  zealous  idolater,  soon  in^inu- 

'  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sec.  IH.  p.  46,  &c,  2  Vide  Bobov.  De  Visit.  /Egrot.  p.  17, 

'  See  cap.  7,  p.  106 ;  c.  it,  p.  169,  &c.        4  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  p.  39.        ^  Vide  Abulf.  Vie 
Moh.  p.  50. 
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sent  unto  them  two  of  the  said  apostles/^  but  they  charged  them  with 
imposture.  Wherefore  we  strengthened  them  with  a  third.*  And  they 
said,  Verily  we  are  sent  unto  you  by  God.  The  inhabitants  answered, 
Ye  are  no  otlier  than  men,  as  we  are;  neither  hath  the  Merciful 
revealed  anytliing  tmto  you:  ye  only  publish  a  lie.  The  apostles 
replied,  Our  Lord  knoweth  that  we  are  really  sent  unto  you  :  and 
our  duty  is  only  public  preaching.  Those  of  Antioch  said,  Verily 
we  presage  evil  from  you  :  if  ye  desist  not  from  preachings  we  will 
surely  stone  you,  and  a  painful  punishment  shall  be  inflicted  on  you 
by  us.  The  apostles  answered,  Your  evil  presage  is  with  yourselves  } 
although  ye  be  warned,  will  ye  persist  ift  your  errors?  Verily  ye 
are  a  people  who  transgress  exceedingly.  And  a  certain  man^  came 
hastily  from  the  farther  parts  of  the  city,  and  said,  O  my  people,  follow 
the  messengers  of  God  ;  follow  him  who  demandeth  not  any  reward 
of  you  :  for  these  are  rightly  directed.  (XXIII.)  What  reason  have 
I  that  I  should  not  worship  him  who  hath  created  me .''  for  unto  him 
shall  ye  return.  Shall  I  take  other  gods  besides  him  t  If  the  merciful 
be  pleased  to  afflict  me,  their  intercession  will  not  avail  me  at  all. 
neither  can  they  deliver  me :  then  should  I  be  in  a  manifest  erron 
Verily  I  believe  in  your  LORD  ;  wherefore  hearken  unto  me.  But  they 
stoned  hitn :  and  as  he  died,  it  was  said  unto  him,  Enter  thou  into 
paradise.  And  he  said,  O  that  my  people  knew  how  merciful  God 
hath  been  unto  me  !  for  he  hath  highly  honoured  me.  And  we  sent 
not  down  against  his  people,  after  they  had  slain  him,  an  army  from 
heaven,  nor  the  other  instruments  of  destruction  which  we  sent  down 
on  unbelievers  in  former  days  :^  there  was  only  one  cry  of  Gabriet 
from  heaven,  and  behold,  they  became  utterly  extinct.  O  the  misery 
of  men  !  No  apostle  cometh  unto  them,  but  they  laugh  him  to  scorn. 
Do  they  not  consider  how  many  generations  we  have  destroyed  before 
them  ?  Verily  they  shall  not  return  unto  them  :  but  all  of  them  in 
general  shall  be  assembled  before  us.     One  sign  of  the  resurrection 

ated  himself  into  the  favour  of  the  inhabitants  and  of  their  prince,  and  at  length  took  an  oppor- 
tunity to  desire  the  prince  would  order  the  two  persons  who,  as  he  was  informed,  had  been  put 
in  prison  for  broaching  new  opinions,  to  be  brought  before  him  to  be  examined  ;  and  accord- 
ingly they  were  brought :  when  Peter,  having  previously  warned  them  to  take  no  notice  that 
they  knew  him,  asked  them  who  sent  them,  to  which  they  answered,  God,  who  had  created  all 
things,  and  had  no  companion.  He  then  required  some  convincing  proof  of  their  mission,  upon 
which  they  restored  a  blind  person  to  his  sight  and  performed  some  other  miracles,  with  which 
Peter  seemed  not  to  be  satisfied,  for  that,  according  to  some,  he  did  the  very  same  miracles 
himself,  but  declared  that,  if  their  God  could  enable  them  to  raise  the  dead,  he  would  believe 
them  ;  which  condition  the  two  apostles  accepting,  a  lad  was  brought  who  had  been  dead  seven 
days,  and  at  their  prayers  he  was  raised  to  life ;  and  thereupon  Peter  acknowledged  himself 
convinced,  and  ran  and  demolished  the  idols,  a  great  many  of  the  people  following  him,  and 
embracing  the  true  faith ;  but  those  who  believed  not  were  destroyed  by  the  cry  of  the  angel 
Gabriel.  1 

<*  Some  say  these  two  were  John  and  Paul ;  but  others  name  different  persons. 

*  viz.,  Simon  Peter. 

f  i.e..  If  any  evil  befall  you,  it  will  be  the  consequence  of  your  own  obstinacy  and  unbelieC 
See  chapter  27,  p.  287,  note  *>. 

8  This  was  Habib  al  Najjar,  whose  martyrdom  is  here  described.  His  tomb  is  still  shown 
near  Antioch,  and  is  much  visited  by  the  Mohammedans.2 

*!  As  a  deluge,  or  a  shower  of  stones,  or  a  suffocating  wind,  &c.  The  words  may  also  be 
translated.  Nor  did  we  determine  to  send  down  such  executioners  of  our  justice. 

^  Al  Zamakh.,  al  Beidawi,  &c.     Vide  etiam  Marracc.  in  Air    p.  580.  ^  yide  Schulteni, 

Iodic.  Geogr.  ad  calcem  Vitae  Saladini,  voce  Antiochia. 
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unto  them  is  the  dead  earth  :*  we  quicken  the  same  by  the  rain,  and 
produce  thereout  various  sorts  of  grain,  of  which  they  eat.  And  we 
make  therein  gardens  of  palm-trees,  and  vines  ;  and  we  cause  springs 
to  gush  forth  in  the  same  :  that  they  may  eat  of  the  fruits  thereof,  and 
of  the  labour  of  their  hands.  Will  they  not  therefore  give  thanks  ? 
Praise  be  unto  him  who  hath  created  all  the  different  kinds,  both  of 
vegetables,  which  the  earth  bringeth  forth,  and  of  their  own  species,  by 
forming  the  two  sexes,  and  also  the  various  sorts  of  things  which  they 
know  not.  The  night  also  is  a  sign  unto  them  :  we  withdraw  the  day 
from  the  same,  and  behold,  they  are  covered  with  darkness  :  and  the 
sun  hasteneth  to  his  place  of  rest.^  This  is  the  disposition  of  the 
mighty,  the  wise  God.  And  for  the  moon  have  we  appointed  certain 
mansions,^  until  she  change  and  return  to  be  like  the  old  branch  of  a 
palm-tree.™  It  is  not  expedient  that  the  sun  should  overtake  the  moon 
in  her  course;  neither  doth  the  night  outstrip  the  day :  but  each  oj 
these  lumi7iaries  moveth  in  a  peculiar  orbit.  //  is  a  sign  also  unto 
them,  that  we  carry  their  offspring  in  the  ship  filled  with  merchandise/^ 
and  that  we  have  made  for  them  other  conveniences  like  unto  it," 
whereon  they  ride.  If  we  please,  we  drown  them,  and  there  is  none  to 
help  them  ;  neither  are  they  delivered,  unless  through  our  mercy,  and 
that  they  may  enjoy  life  for  a  season.  When  it  is  said  unto  them, 
Fear  that  which  is  before  you,  and  that  which  is  behind  you,**  that  ye 
may  obtain  mercy ;  they  withdraw  from  thee :  and  thou  dost  not 
bring  them  one  sign,  of  the  signs  of  their  Lord,  but  they  turn  aside 
from  the  same.  And  when  it  is  said  unto  them.  Give  alms  of  that 
which  God  hath  bestowed  on  you  ;  the  unbelievers  say  unto  those  who 
believe,  by  way  of  mockery.  Shall  we  feed  him  whom  God  can  feed,  if 
he  pleaseth  ?^  Verily  ye  are  in  no  other  than  a  manifest  error.  And 
they  say,  When  will  this  promise  of  the  resurrection  be  fulfilled,  if  ye 
speak  truth  ?  They  only  wait  for  one  sounding  of  the  trumpet,^  which 
shall  overtake  them  while  they  are  disputing  together ;  and  they  shall 
not  have  time  to  make  any  disposition  of  their  ej^ects,  neither  shall  they 
return  to  their  family.  And  the  trumpet  shall  be  sounded  again;* 
and  behold  they  shall  come  forth  from  their  graves,  and  hasten  unto 

*  See  cap.  29,  p.  298,  note  7. 

^  That  is,  he  hasteneth  to  run  his  daily  course,  the  setting  of  the  sun  resembling  a  traveller's 
going  to  rest.  Some  copies  vary  in  this  place,  and  instead  of  Ihnostakarrin  laha,  read  la 
niostakarra  laha ;  according  to  which  the  sentence  should  be  rendered,  TA^  sun  runneth  his 
course  without  ceasing,  and  hath  not  a  place  0/  rest. 

1  viz..  These  are  twenty-eight  constellations,  through  one  of  which  the  moon  passes  every 
night,  thence  called  the  mansions  or  houses  of  the  moony 

"  For  when  a  palm-branch  grows  old,  it  shrinks,  and  becomes  crooked  and  yellow,  not  ill 
representing  the  appearance  oi'  the  new  moon. 

"  Some  suppose  that  the  deliverance  of  Noah  and  his  companions  in  the  ark  is  here  intended  ; 
and  then  the  words  should  be  translated.  That  we  carried  their  progeny  in  the  ark  filled  with 
living  creatures. 

<»  As  camels,  which  are  the  land-ships  ;  or  lesser  vessels  and  boats. 

P  i.e.,  The  punishment  of  thb  world  and  of  the  next. 

1  When  the  poor  Moslems  asked  alms  of  the  richer  Koreish,  they  told  them  that  if  God  could 
provide  for  them,  as  they  imagined,  and  did  not,  it  was  an  argument  that  they  deserved  not 
his  favour  so  well  as  themselves :  whereas  God  permits  some  to  be  in  want,  to  try  the  rich  and 
exercise  their  charity. 

'  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect   IV.  p.  64,  65,  and  the  notes  to  chapter  39 

*  Ste  ibid. 

1  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect  I.  p.  24. 
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their  Lord.  They  shall  say,  Alas  for  us  !  who  hath  awakened  us  from 
our  bed  ?'  This  is  what  the  Merciful  promised  usj  and  his  apostles 
spoke  the  truth.  It  shall  be  but  one  sound  of  the  trumpet^  and  behold, 
they  shall  be  all  assembled  before  us.  On  this  day  no  soul  shall  be 
unjustly  treated  in  the  least ;  neither  shall  ye  be  rewarded,  but  accord- 
ing to  what  ye  shall  have  wrought.  On  this  day  the  inhabitants  of 
paradise  shall  be  wholly  taken  up  with  joy  :  they  and  their  wives  shah 
rest  in  shady  groves,  leaning  on  magnificent  couches.  There  shall 
they  have  fruit,  and  they  shall  obtain  whatever  they  shall  desire.  Peace 
shall  be  the  word  spoken  unto  the  righteous^  by  a  merciful  LORD  :  but 
he  shall  say  unto  the  wicked^  Be  ye  separated  this  day,  O  ye  wicked, 
from  the  righteous.  Did  I  not  command  you,  O  sons  of  Adam,  that 
ye  should  not  worship  Satan  ;  because  he  was  an  open  enemy  unto 
you  ?  And  did  I  not  say^  Worship  me ;  this  is  the  right  way  ?  But 
now  hath  he  seduced  a  great  multitude  of  you  :  did  ye  not  therefore 
understand  .<*  This  is  hell,  with  which  ye  were  threatened  :  be  ye  cast 
into  the  same  this  day,  to  be  burned ;  for  that  ye  have  been  unbelievers. 
On  this  day  we  will  seal  up  their  mouths,  that  they  shall  not  open  them 
in  their  own  defence;  and  their  hands  shall  speak  unto  us,  and  their 
feet  shall  bear  witness  of  that  which  they  have  committed.'^  If  we 
pleased  we  could  put  out  their  eyes,  and  tliey  might  run  with  emulation 
in  the  way  they  use  to  take;  and  how  should  they  see  their  error  f 
And  if  we  pleased  we  could  transform  them  into  other  shapes,  in  their 
places  where  they  should  be  found;  and  they  should  not  be  able  to 
depart :  neither  should  they  repent.^  Unto  whomsoever  we  grant  a 
long  life,  him  do  we  cause  to  bow  down  his  body  through  age.  Will 
they  not  therefore  understand  1  We  have  not  taught  Mohammed  the 
art  of  poetry  -y  nor  is  it  expedient  for  him  to  be  a  poet.  This  book  is 
no  other  than  an  admonition  from  God,  and  a  perspicuous  Koran ; 
that  he  may  warn  him  who  is  living  :*  and  the  sentence  of  condefmia- 
tion  will  be  justly  executed  on  the  unbelievers.  Do  they  not  consider 
that  we  have  created  for  them,  among  the  things  which  our  hands 
have  wrought,  cattle  of  several  kinds,  of  which  they  are  possessors  ; 
and  that  we  have  put  the  same  in  subjection  under  them  ?  Some  of 
them  are  for  their  riding ;  and  on  some  of  them  do  they  feed  :  and 
they  receive  other  advantages  therefrom ;  and  of  their  milk  do  they 
drink.  Will  they  not,  therefore,  be  thankful  ?  They  have  taken  other 
gods,  besides  God,  in  hopes  that  they  may  be  assisted  by  them :  but 
they  are  not  able  to  give  them  any  assistance  :  yet  are  they  a  party  of 
troops  ready  to  defend  them.  Let  not  their  speech,  therefore,  grieve 
thee  :  we  know  that  which  they  privately  conceal,  and  that  which  they 
publicly  discover.  Doth  not  man  know  that  we  have  created  him  of 
seed  ?  yet  behold,  he  is  an  open  disputer  against  the  resurrection  ;  and 
he  propoundeth  unto  us  a  comparison,  and  forgetteth  his  creation.   He 

'  For  they  shall  sleep  during  the  interval  between  these  two  blasts  of  the  trumpet,  and  shall 
feel  no  pain.l 

"  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  69. 

J-  That  is.  They  deserve  to  be  thus  treated  for  their  infidelity  and  disobedience  ;  but  we  beai 
with  thein  out  of  mercy,  and  grant  them  respite. 

7  This  is  in  answer  to  the  infidels,  who  pretended  the  Koran  was  only  a  poetical  composition. 

»  i.e.,  Endued  with  understanding ;  the  stupid  and  careless  being  like  dead  persons.^ 

I  Jallalo'ddin.        -  Al  Beidiwi. 
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saith,  Who  shall  restore  bones  to  life,  when  they  are  rotten  V-  Answer, 
He  shall  restore  them  to  life,  who  produced  them  the  first  time :  for  he 
is  skilled  in  every  kind  of  creation  :  who  giveth  you  fire  out  of  the 
green  tree,^  and  behold,  ye  kindle  your  fuel  from  thence.  Is  not  he 
who  hath  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  able  to  create  new  crea- 
tures like  unto  them  ?  Yea,  certainly  :  for  he  is  the  wise  Creator.  His 
command,  when  he  willeth  a  thing,  is  only  that  he  saith  unto  it,  Be  ; 
and  it  is.  Wherefore  praise  be  unto  him,  in  whose  hand  is  the  king- 
dom of  all  things,  and  unto  whom  ye  shall  return  at  the  last  day. 


CHAPTER  XXXVII. 

ENTITLED,   THOSE  WHO    RANK   THEMSELVES   IN  ORDER  ;    REVEALED 

AT  MECCA. 

IN   THE   NAME   OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL  GOD. 

"D  Y  the  angels  who  rank  themselves  in  order ;«  and  by  those  who 
■^  drive  forward  and  dispel  the  clouds  :^  and  by  those  who  read  the 
Koran  fo  r  an  admonition  ;  verily  your  GOD  is  one  :  the  LORD  of  heaven 
and  earth,  and  of  whatever  is  between  them,  and  the  Lord  of  the  east.* 
We  have  adorned  the  lower  heaven  with  the  ornament  of  the  stars  : 
and  we  have  placed  therein  a  guard,  against  every  rebellious  devil ;  that 
they  may  not  listen  to  the  discourse  oj  the  exalted  princes  (for  they 
are  darted  at  from  every  side,  to  repel  thefn^  and  a  lasting  torment  is 
prepared  for  them) ;  except  him  who  catcheth  a  word  by  stealth,  and  is 
pursued  by  a  shining  flame.'  Ask  the  Meccans,  therefore,  whether  they 
be  stronger  by  nature,  or  the  angels  whom  we  have  created  ?  We  have 
surely  created  them  of  stiff  clay.  Thou  wonderest  at  God^s  power  and 
their  obstinacy ;   but  they  mock  at  the  argionents  urged  to  convince 

»  See  chapter  i6,  p.  195,  note 

*>  The  usual  way  of  striking  fire  in  the  east  is  by  rubbing  together  two  pieces  of  wood,  one  of 
which  is  commonly  of  the  tree  called  Markh,  and  the  other  of  that  called  Afar :  and  it  will 
succeed  even  though  the  wood  be  green  and  wet.l 

'  Some  understand  by  these  words  the  souls  of  men  who  range  themselves  in  obedience  to 
God's  laws,  and  put  away  from  them  all  infidelity  and  corrupt  doings  ;  or  the  souls  of  those 
who  ratik  themselves  in  battle  array,  to  fight  for  the  true  religion,  and  push  on  their  horses  to 
charge  the  infidels,  &c.2 

<i  Or,  who  put  in  viotion  all  bodies,  in  the  upper  and  lower  world,  according  to  the  divine 
command  ;  or.  who  keep  oj/'men  from  disobedience  to  God,  by  inspiring  them  with  good  thoughts 
and  inclinations  ;  or,  who  drive  away  the  devils  from  them,  &C.3 

•  The  original  word,  being  in  the  plural  number,  is  supposed  to  signify  the  different  points  of 
the  horizon  from  whence  tlie  sun  rises  in  the  course  of  the  year,  which  are  in  number  360  (equal 
to  the  number  of  days  in  the  old  civil  year),  and  have  as  many  corresponding  points  where  it 
successively  sets,  during  (hat  space*  Marracci  groundlessly  imagines  this  interpretation  to  be 
built  on  the  error  of  the  jilurahty  of  worlds.* 

f  See  chapter  15,  p.  19a. 

1  Vide  Hyde,  de  Rel.  Vet.  Pers.  c.  25,  p.  333,  &a        «  Al  Beldiwi.         »  Idem  «  Idem 

Yahya.        *>  Marracc.  i.i  Ale.  p.  589. 
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them :  when  they  are  warned,  they  do  not  take  warning ;  and  when 
they  see  any  sign,  they  scoff  thereat^  and  say,  This  is  i\o  other  than 
manifest  sorcery  :  after  we  shall  be  dead,  and  become  dust  and  bones, 
shall  we  really  be  raised  to  life,  and  our  forefathers  also  ?  Answer, 
Yea  :  and  ye  shall  then  be  despicable.  There  shall  be  but  one  blast  oj 
the  trumpet ,  and  they  shall  see  themselves  raised :  and  they  shall  say, 
Alas  for  us  !  this  is  the  day  of  judgment ;  this  is  the  day  of  distinction 
between  the  rij^hteous  and  the  wicked,  which  ye  rejected  as  a  falsehood. 
Gather  together  those  who  have  acted  unjustly,  and  their  comrades, 
and  the  idols  which  they  worshipped  besides  God,  and  direct  them  in 
the  way  to  hell :  and  set  them  before  God^s  tribiitial ;  for  they  shall  be 
called  to  account.  What  aileth  you  that  ye  defend  not  one  another  ? 
But  on  this  day  they  shall  submit  themselves  to  the  judgment  of  God : 
and  they  shall  draw  nigh  unto  one  another,  and  shall  dispute  among 
themselves.  And  the  seduced  shall  say  unto  those  who  seduced  them, 
Verily  ye  came  unto  us  with  presages  of  prosperity  f  and  the  seducers 
shall  answer.  Nay,  rather  ye  were  not  true  believers  :  for  we  had  no 
power  over  you  to  compel  you ;  but  ye  were  people  who  voluntarily 
transgressed  :  wherefore  the  sentence  of  our  Lord  hath  been  justly 
pronounced  against  us,  and  we  shall  surely  taste  his  vengeance.  We 
seduced  you  ;  but  we  also  erred  ourselves.  They  shall  both  therefore 
be  made  partakers  of  the  sa7ne  punishment  on  that  day.  Thus  will  we 
deal  with  the  wicked  :  because,  when  it  is  said  unto  them.  There  is  no 
god  besides  the  true  GOD,  they  swell  with  arrogance,  and  say,  Shall  we 
abandon  our  gods  for  a  distracted  poet?  Nay ;  he  cometh  with  the 
truth,  and  beareth  witness  to  the y27r»^^r  apostles.  Ye  shall  surely  taste 
the  painful  torment  of  hell;  and  ye  shall  not  be  rewarded,  but  according 
to  your  works.  But  as  for  the  sincere  servants  of  GOD,  they  shall  have 
a  certain  provision  in  paradise,  namely,  delicious  fruits  :  and  they  shall 
be  honoured  :  they  shall  be  placed  in  gardens  of  pleasure,  leaning  on 
couches,  opposite  to  one  another  -^  a  cup  shall  be  carried  round  unto 
them,  filled  from  a  limpid  fountain,  for  the  delight  of  those  who 
drink  :  it  shall  not  oppress  the  understanding,  neither  shall  they  be 
inebriated  therewith.  And  near  them  shall  lie  the  virgins  of  paradise, 
refraining  their  looks  frojn  beholding  any  besides  their  spouses,  having 
large  black  eyes,  and  resembling  the  eggs  of  an  ostrich  covered  with 
feathers  from  the  dust}  And  they  shall  turn  the  one  unto  the  other,  and 
shall  ask  one  another  questions.  And  one  of  them  shall  say,  Verily 
I  had  an  intimate  friend  while  I  lived  in  the  world,  who  said  unto 
me,  Art  thou  one  of  those  who  assertest  the  truth  of  the  resurrection  ? 
After  we  shall  be  dead,  and  reduced  to  dust  and  bones,  shall  we 
surely  be  judged?  Then  he  shall  say  to  his  companions.  Will  ye  look 
down?  And  he  shall  look  down,  and  shall  see  him  in  the  midst  of 
hell ;  and  he  shall  say  unto  hiin,  By  GOD,  it  wanted  little  but  thou 
hadst  drawn  me  into  ruin ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  grace  of  my 
Lord,  I  had  surely  been  one  of  those  who  had  been  delivered  up  to 

8  Literally,  front  the  right  hand.  The  words  may  also  be  rendered,  with  force,  to  compel 
us  ;  or  with  an  oath,  swearing  that  ye  were  in  the  right. 

^  See  chapter  15,  p.  193,  note 

i  This  may  seem  an  odd  comparison  to  an  European  ;  but  the  orientals  think  nothing  comes 
•o  near  the  colour  of  a  fine  woman's  skin  as  that  of  an  ostrich's  egg  when  kept  perfectly  cleaa. 
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eternal  torment  Shall  we  die  any  other  than  our  first  death ;  or 
do  we  suffer  any  punishment  ?  Verily  this  is  great  felicity  :  for  the 
obtaining  a  felicity  like  this  let  the  labourers  labour.  Is  this  a 
better  entertainment,  or  the  tree  of  Al  Zakkum?''  Verily  we  have 
designed  the  same  for  an  occasion  of  dispute  unto  the  unjust.*  It  is  a 
tree  which  issueth  from  the  bottom  of  hell :  the  fruit  thereof  resembleth 
the  heads  of  devils  ;™  and  the  damned  shall  eat  of  the  same,  and  shall 
fill  their  bellies  therewith  ;  there  shall  be  given  them  thereon  a  mixture 
of  filthy  and  boiling  water  to  drink  :  afterwards  shall  they  return  into 
hell."^  They  found  their  fathers  going  astray,  and  they  trod  hastily  in 
their  footsteps :  for  the  greater  part  of  the  ancients  erred  before  them. 
And  we  sent  wamers  unto  them  heretofore  :  and  see  how  miserable  was 
the  end  of  those  who  were  warned  ;  except  the  sincere  servants  of  God. 
Noah  called  on  us  in  former  days,  and  we  heard  him  graciously  :  and 
we  delivered  him  and  his  family  out  of  the  great  distress :  and  we  caused 
his  offspring  to  be  those  who  survived  to peoi>le  the  earth:  and  we  left 
the  following  salutation  to  be  bestowed  on  him  by  the  latest  posterity, 
namely,  Peace  be  on  Noah  among  all  creatures  !  Thus  do  we  reward 
the  righteous ;  for  he  was  one  of  our  servants  the  true  believers.  After- 
wards we  drowned  the  others.  Abraham  also  was  of  his  religion  :" 
when  he  came  unto  his  Lord  with  a  perfect  heart.  When  he  said  unto 
his  father  and  his  people,  What  do  ye  worship  ?  Do  ye  choose  false 
gods  preferably  to  the  true  GoD  ?  What  therefore  is  your  opinion  of 
the  Lord  of  all  creatures  ?  And  he  looked  and  observed  the  stars,  and 
said.  Verily  I  shall  be  sick,**  and  shall  not  assist  at  your  sacrifices  :  and 
ihey  turned  their  backs  and  departed  from  him.^i  And  Abraham  went 
privately  to  their  gods,  and  said  scoffingly  unto  them,  Do  ye  not  eat  of 
the  meat  which  is  set  before  you  f  What  aileth  you  that  ye  speak  not? 
And  he  turned  upon  them,  and  struck  them  with  his  right  hand,  and 
dejnolished  them.  And  the  people  came  hastily  unto  him  :  and  he  said, 
Do  ye  worship  the  imas^es  which  ye  carve  ?  whereas  GOD  hath  created 
you,  and  also  that  which  ye  make.  They  said,  Build  a  pile  for  him, 
and  cast  him  into  the  glowing  fire.  And  they  devised  a  plot  against 
him  ;  but  we  made  them  the  inferior,  and  delivered  hirn}  And  Abra- 
hatn  said,  Verily  I  ain  going  unto  my  Lord,'  who  will  direct  me,  O 
Lord,  grant  me  a  righteous  issue.  Wherefore  we  acquainted  him  that 
he  should  have  a  son  who  should  be  a  meek  youth.    And  when  he  had 

*  There  is  a  thomy  tree  so  called,  which  grows  in  TehSma,  and  bears  fruit  like  an  almond, 
but  extremely  bitter  ;  and  therefore  the  same  name  is  given  to  this  infernal  tree. 

1  The  infidels  not  conceiving  how  a  tree  could  grow  in  hell,  where  the  stones  themselves  serve 
for  fuel. 

"*  Or  of  serpents  ugly  to  behold  ;  the  original  word  si^ifies  both. 

"  Some  suppose  that  the  entertainment  above  mentioned  will  be  the  welcome  given  the 
damned  before  they  enter  that  place  ;  and  others,  that  they  will  be  suffered  to  come  out  of  hell 
from  time  to  time,  to  drink  theu-  scalding  liquor. 

o  For  Noah  and  he  agreed  in  the  fundamental  points  both  of  faith  and  practice  ;  though  the 
space  between  them  was  no  less  than  2640  years.' 

P  He  made  as  if  he  gathered  so  much  from  the  aspect  of  the  heavens — the  peoole  being  greatlj 
addicted  to  the  superstitions  of  astrology — and  made  it  his  excuse  for  being  absent  from  theo 
festival,  to  which  they  had  invited  him. 

<>  Fearing  he  had  some  contagious  distemper.* 

'  See  chapter  21,  p.  246,  &c. 

»  Whither  he  hath  commanded  me. 

1  Al  BeidSwi.        *  Idem. 
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attained  io  years  of  discretion,*  and  could  join  in  acts  of  religion  with 
him  ;  Abraham  said  unto  him,  O  my  son,  verily  I  saw  in  a  dream  that 
I  should  offer  thee  in  sacrifice :"  consider  therefore  what  thou  art  of 
opinion  /  should  do.  He  answered,  O  my  father,  do  what  thou  art 
commanded  :  thou  shalt  find  me,  if  God  please,  a  patient  person.  And 
when  they  had  submitted  themselves  to  the  divine  will,  and  Abraham 
had  laid  his  son  prostrate  on  his  face,*  we  cried  unto  him,  O  Abraham, 
now  hast  thou  verified  the  vision.  Thus  do  we  reward  the  righteous. 
Verily  this  was  a  manifest  trial.  And  we  ransomed  him  with  a  noble 
victim.y  And  we  left  the  following  salutation  to  be  bestowed  on  him  by 
the  latest  posterity,  namely,  Peace  be  on  Abraham !  Thus  do  we  reward 
the  righteous  :  for  he  was  one  of  our  faithful  servants.  And  we  rejoiced 
him  with  the  promise  of  Isaac,  a  righteous  prophet  ;  and  we  blessed 
him  and  Isaac  :  and  of  their  offspring  were  some  righteous  doers,  and 
others  who  manifestly  injured  their  ov/n  souls.  We  were  also  gracious 
unto  Moses  and  Aaron,  heretofore  :  and  we  delivered  them  and  their 
people  from  a  great  distress.  And  we  assisted  them  against  the  Egyp- 
tians; and  they  became  the  conquerors.  And  we  gave  them  the  per- 
spicuous hook  of  the  law,  2in6.  we  directed  them  into  the  right  way:  and 
we  left  the  following  salutation  to  be  bestowed  on  them  by  the  latest 
posterity,  namely.  Peace  be  on  Moses  and  Aaron  !  Thus  do  we  reward 
the  righteous  ;  for  they  were  two  of  our  faithful  servants.     And  Ellas'^ 

*  He  was  then  thirteen  years  old.* 

»  The  commentators  say,  that  Abraham  was  ordered  in  a  vision,  which  he  saw  on  the  eighth 
night  of  the  month  Dhu'lhajja,  to  sacrifice  his  son  ;  and  to  assure  him  that  this  was  not  from 
the  devil,  as  he  was  inclined  to  suspect,  the  same  vision  was  repeated  a  second  time  the  next 
night,  when  he  knew  it  to  be  from  God,  and  also  a  third  time  the  night  following,  when  he 
resolved  to  obey  it,  and  to  sacrifice  his  son  ;  and  hence  some  think  the  eighth,  ninth,  and 
tenth  days  of  Dhu'lhajja  are  called  Yawm  altar-wiya,  yawj7t  ar  a/at,  and  yawtn  alnehr,  that 
is,  the  day  of  the  vision,  the  day  of  knowledge,  and  the  day  of  the  sacrifice. 

It  is  the  most  received  opinion  among  the  Mohammedans  that  the  son  whom  Abraham 
offered  was  Ismael,  and  not  Isaac,  Ismael  being  his  only  son  at  that  time  :  for  the  promise  of 
Isaac's  birth  is  mentioned  lower,  as  subsequent  in  time  to  this  transaction.  They  also  allege 
the  testimony  of  their  prophet,  who  is  reported  to  have  said,  /  am  the  son  of  the  two  who  were 
offered  in  sacrifice;  meaning  his  great  ancestor,  Ismael,  and  his  own  father  Abd'allah  :  for 
Abd'almotalleb  had  made  a  vow  that  if  God  would  permit  him  to  find  out  and  open  the  well 
Zemzem,  and  should  give  him  ten  sons,  he  would  sacrifice  one  of  them.  Accordingly,  when 
he  had  obtained  his  desire  in  both  respects,  he  cast  lots  on  his  sons,  and  the  lot  falling  on 
Abd'allah,  he  redeemed  him  by  offering  a  hundred  camels,  which  was  therefore  ordered  to  be 
the  price  of  a  man's  blood  in  the  Sonna.1 

*  The  commentators  add,  that  Abraham  went  so  far  as  to  draw  the  knife  with  all  his  strength 
across  the  lad's  throat,  but  was  miraculously  hindered  from  hurting  him.  2 

y  The  epithet  oi  great  or  noble  is  here  added,  either  because  it  was  large  and  fat,  or  because 
it  was  accepted  as  the  ransom  of  a  prophet.  Some  suppose  this  victim  was  a  ram,  and,  if  we 
may  believe  a  common  tradition,  the  verj^  same  which  Abel  sacrificed,  having  been  brought  to 
Abraham  out  of  paradise ;  others  fancy  it  was  a  wild  goat,  which  came  down  from  Mount 
Thabir,  near  Mecca,  for  the  Mohammedans  lay  the  scene  of  this  transaction  in  the  valley  of 
Mina  ;  as  a  proof  of  which  they  tell  us  that  the  horns  of  the  victim  were  hung  up  on  the  spout 
of  the  Caaba,  where  they  remained  till  they  were  burnt,  together  with  that  building,  in  the 
days  of  Abda'llah  Ebn  Zobeir  ;3  though  others  assure  us  that  theyliad  been  before  taken  down 
by  Mohammed  himself,  to  remove  all  occasion  of  idolatry.4 

«  This  prophet  the  Mohammedans  generally  suppose  to  be  the  same  with  al  Khedr,  and 
confound  him  with  Phineas,6  and  sometimes  with  Edris,  or  Enoch.  Some  say  he  was  the  son 
of  Yasin,  and  nearly  related  to  Aaron  ;  and  others  suppose  him  to  have  been  a  different  person. 
He  was  sent  to  the  inhabitants  of  Baalbec,  in  Syria,  the  Heliopolis  of  the  Greeks,  to  reclaim 
them  from  the  worship  of  their  idol  Baal,  or  the  sun,  whose  name  makes  part  of  that  of  the 
city,  which  was  anciently  called  Becc.6 

'  Idem.-  ~"  1  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin,  al  Zamakh.  *  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin.  3  Idem.  4  Vide 
D'Herbel.  Bibl.  Orient.  Art.  Ismail.  6  See  cap.  i8,  p.  223,  note  *  Jallalo'ddin,  al 

Bcid-^wi 
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was  also  one  of  those  who  were  sent  by  us.  When  he  said  unto  his 
people,  Do  ye  not  fear  Godf  Do  ye  invoke  Baal,  and  forsake  the  most 
excellent  Creator  ?  God  is  your  Lord,  and  the  Lord  of  your  fore- 
fathers. But  they  accused  him  of  imposture  :  wherefore  they  shall  be 
delivered  up  to  eternal  punishment  j  except  the  sincere  servants  of  God. 
And  we  left  the  following  salutation  to  be  bestowed  on  him  by  the 
latest  posterity,  na?nely,  Peace  be  on  Ilyasin  !*  Thus  do  we  reward  the 
righteous  :  for  he  was  one  of  our  faithful  servants.  And  Lot  was  also 
one  of  those  who  were  sent  by  us.  When  we  delivered  him  and  his 
whole  family,  except  an  old  woman,  his  wije,  who  perished  among 
those  that  remained  behind  :  afterwards  we  destroyed  the  others.^ 
And  ye,  O  people  of  Mecca,  pass  by  the  places  where  they  once  dwelt, 
as  ye  journey  in  the  morning  and  by  night :  will  ye  not  therefore 
understand?  Jonas  was  also  one  of  those  who  were  sent  by  us.^ 
When  he  fled*^  into  the  loaded  ship  ;  and  those  who  were  on  board 
cast  lots  among  themselves,*  and  he  was  condemned  :'  and  the  fish 
swallowed  him  ;8  for  he  was  worthy  of  reprehension.  And  if  he  had 
not  been  one  of  those  who  praised  GoD,^  verily  he  had  remained  in 
the  belly  thereof  until  the  day  of  resurrection.  And  we  cast  him 
on  the  naked  shore,  and  he  was  sick  -}  and  we  caused  a  plant  of  a 
gourd^  to  grow  up  over  him  ;  and  we  sent  him  to  a  hundred  thousand 
persons,  or  they  were  a  greater  number,  and  they  believed  :  where- 
fore we  granted  them  to  enjoy  this  life  for  a  season.  Inquire  of 
the  Meccans  whether  thy  Lord  hath  daughters,  and  they  sons  ?^  Have 
we  created  the  angels  of  the  female  sex  .'*  and  were  they  witnesses 

»  The  commentators  do  not  well  know  what  to  make  of  this  word.  Some  think  it  is  the 
plural  of  Elias,  or,  as  the  Arabs  write  it,  Ilyas,  and  that  both  that  prophet  and  his  followers, 
or  those  who  resembled  him,  are  meant  thereby  ;  others  divide  the  word,  and  read  al  Yasin, 
i.e. ,  the  family  of  Yasin,  who  was  the  father  of  Elias  according  to  an  opinion  mentioned  above ; 
and  ollaers  imagine  it  signifies  Mohammed,  or  the  Koran,  or  some  other  book  of  scripture. 
But  the  most  probable  conjecture  is  that  Ilyas  and  Ilyasin  are  the  same  name,  or  design  one 
and  the  same  person,  as  Sinai  and  Sinin  denote  one  and  the  same  mountain  ;  the  last  syllable 
being  added  here,  to  keep  up  the  rhyme  or  cadence,  at  the  close  of  the  verse. 

b  See  chapter  7,  p.  113,  &c.,  and  chapter  11,  p.  166,  &c. 

*  See  chapter  10,  p.  157. 
d  See  chapter  21,  p.  248. 

*  Al  Beidawi  says  the  ship  stood  stock-still,  wherefore  they  concluded  that  they  had  a 
fugitive  servant  on  board,  and  cast  lots  to  find  him  out. 

' /.^.,  He  was  taken  by  the  lot. 

g  When  the  lot  fell  on  Jonas  he  cried  out,  /  am  the  fugitive;  and  immediately  threw  himself 
into  the  sea.7 

1»  The  words  seem  to  relate  particularly  to  Jonas's  supplication  while  in  the  whale's  belly. 8 

>  By  reason  of  what  he  had  suffered  ;  his  body  becoming  like  that  of  a  new-bom  child.^  It 
is  said  that  the  fish,  after  it  had  swallowed  Jonas,  swam  after  the  ship  with  its  head  above 
water,  that  the  prophet  might  breathe,  who  continued  to  praise  God  till  the  fish  came  to  land 
and  vomited  him  out. 

The  opinions  of  the  Mohammedan  writers  as  to  the  time  Jonas  continued  in  the  fish's  bellf 
differ  very  much :  some  suppose  it  was  part  of  a  day,  others  three  days,  others  seven,  others 
twenty,  and  others  forty.  10 

k  The  original  word  signifies  a  plant  which  spreads  itself  upon  the  ground,  having  no  erect 
stalk  or  stem  to  support  it,  and  particularly  a  gourd  ;  though  some  imagine  Jonas's  plant  to 
have  been  a  fig,  and  others  the  small  tree  or  shrub  called  Mauz,l  which  bears  very  large  leaves, 
and  excellent  fruit.2  Th«  commentators  add,  that  this  plant  withered  the  next  morning,  and 
that  Jonas  being  much  concerned  at  it,  God  made  a  remonstrance  to  him  in  behalf  of  the 
Ninivites,  agreeable  to  what  is  recorded  in  scripture. 

1  See  chapter  16,  p.  199. 

7  Idem.         8  See  cap.  ai,  p.  248.  »  Al  Beidawi.        10  Idem.  ^  Idem.  >  Vide  J 

Leon  Descr.  Afric.  lib.  9.    Gab.  Sionit.  de  Urb.  Orient,  ad  caiceir>  Geogr.  N;b.  p.  33,  et  Hot* 
tinger.  Hist.  Orkw-  p>  i^t  &c. 
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thereof?  Do  they  not  say  of  their  own  false  invention,  GoD  hath  be- 
gotten issue  f  and  are  they  not  really  liars?  Hath  he  chosen  daughters 
preferably  to  sons  ?  Ye  have  no  reason  to  judge  thus.  Will  ye  not 
therefore  be  admonished?  Or  have  ye  a  manifest  ^^xooi  of  what  ye  sayf 
Produce  now  your  book  of  revelations,  if  ye  speak  truth.  And  they 
make  him  to  be  of  kin  unto  the  genii ;™  whereas  the  genii  know  that 
they  who  affirm  such  things^  shall  be  delivered  up  /^  eternal  punish- 
ment (far  be  that  from  GOD  which  they  Si^rmofhim!)  except  the  sincere 
servants  of  GOD.  Moreover  ye  and  that  which  ye  worship  shall  not 
seduce  any  concerning  God^  except  him  who  is  destined  to  be  burned 
in  hell.  There  is  none  of  us,  but  hath  an  appointed  place  :  we  range 
ourselves  in  order,  attending  the  comtnands  of  God;  and  we  celebrate 
the  divine  praise J^  The  infidels  said,  If  we  had  been  favoured  with  a 
book  of  divine  revelations,  of  those  which  were  delivered  to  the  ancients, 
we  had  surely  been  sincere  servants  of  God  :  yet  now  the  Koran  is 
revealed,  they  believe  not  therein  ;  but  hereafter  shall  they  know  the 
consequence  of  their  unbelief  Our  word  hath  formerly  been  given  unto 
our  servants  the  apostles ;  that  they  should  certainly  be  assisted  against 
the  infidels,  and  that  our  armies  should  surely  be  the  conquerors.  Turn 
aside  therefore  from  them,  for  a  season  :  and  see  the  calamities  which 
shall  afflict  them  ;  for  they  shall  see  thy  future  success  and  prosperity. 
Do  they  therefore  seek  to  hasten  our  vengeance  ?  Verily  when  it  shall 
descend  into  their  courts,  an  evil  morning  shall  it  be  unto  those  who 
were  warned  in  vain.  Turn  aside  from  them  therefore  for  a  season  ; 
and  see  :  hereafter  shall  they  see  thy  success  and  their  punishment. 
Praise  be  unto  thy  Lord,  the  Lord  who  is  far  exalted  above  what  they 
affirm  of  him  !  And  peace  be  on  his  apostles  !  And  praise  be  unto  GOD, 
the  Lord  of  all  creatures  ! 


CHAPTER  XXXVHL 

entitled,  S  ;  REVEALED   AT  MECCA. 

IN   THE   NAME  OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL   GOD. 

S^  BY  the  Koran  full  of  admonition.'^     Verily  the  unbelievers  are 
addicted  to  pride  and  contention.      How  many  generations  have 

""  That  is,  the  angels,  who  are  also  comprehended  under  the  name  of  genii,  being  a  specier 
of  them.  Some  say  that  the  infidels  went  so  far  as  to  assert  that  God  and  the  devil  wert 
brothers, 3  which  blasphemous  expression  may  have  been  occasioned  by  the  inagian  notions. 

"  These  words  are  supposed  to  be  spoken  by  the  angels,  disclaiming  the  worship  paid  to 
them  by  the  idolaters,  and  declaring  that  they  have  each  their  station  and  office  appointed 
them  by  GoD,  whose  commands  they  are  at  all  times  ready  to  execute,  and  whose  praises  they 
continually  sing.  There  are  some  expositors,  however,  who  think  they  are  the  words  of 
^|[ohammed  and  his  followers  ;  the  meaning  being,  that  each  of  them  has  a  place  destined  for 
him  in  paradise,  and  that  they  are  the  men  who  range  themselves  in  order  before  God,  to 
worship  and  pray  to  him,  and  who  celebrate  his  praise  by  rejecting  every  false  notion  deroga- 
tory to  the  divine  wisdom  and  power. 

0  The  meaning  of  this  letter  is  unknown  ;!  some  guess  it  stands  for  Sidk,  i.e.,  Truth;  or  for 
Sadaka,  i.e.,  He{\\z.,  Mohammed)  s/eaket/t  ihe  irui/t ;  and  others  propose  different  conjec- 
tures, all  equally  uncertain. 

P  Something  must  be  understood  to  answer  this  oath,  which  the  commentators  variously 
supply. 

»  Al  Beiddwi.        i  Se^  the  Prelim,  Disc.  Sect.  II L  p.  46,  &c 
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we  destroyed  before  them  ;  and  they  cried  for  mercy ^  but  it  was  not  a 
time  to  escape.  They  wonder  that  a  warner  from  among  themselves 
hath  come  unto  them.  And  the  unbelievers  said,  This  man  is  a  sorcerer 
and  a  liar  :  doth  he  affirm  the  gods  to  be  but  one  God  1  Surely  this  is 
a  wonderful  thing.  And  the  chief  men  among  them  departed,**  saying 
to  one  another^  Go,  and  persevere  in  the  worship  of  your  gods  :  verily 
this  is  the  thing  which  is  designed.'  We  have  not  heard  anything  like 
this  in  the  last  religion  ;■  this  is  no  other  than  a  false  contrivance. 
HaHh  an  admonition  been  sent  unto  \\\vc\.  preferably  to  any  other  among 
us  ?  Verily  they  are  in  a  doubt  concerning  my  admonition  :  but  they 
have  not  yet  tasted  my  vengeance.  Are  the  treasuries  of  the  mercy  of 
thy  Lord,  the  mighty,  the  munificent  God^  in  their  hands  ?  Is  the 
kingdom  of  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  and  of  whatever  is  between 
them,  in  their  possession  ?  If  it  be  so,  let  them  ascend  by  steps  unto 
heaven.  But  any  army  of  the  confederates  shall  even  here  be  put  to 
flight.  The  people  of  Noah,  and  the  tribe  of  Ad,  and  Pharaoh  the 
contriver  of  the  stakes,*  and  the  tribe  of  Thamud,  and  the  people 
of  Lot,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  wood  near  Madian^  accused  the 
prophets  of  imposture  before  them  :  these  were  the  confederates  against 
the  messengers  of  God.  All  of  them  did  no  other  than  accuse  their 
apostles  of  falsehood  :  wherefore  my  vengeance  hath  been  justly 
executed  upo7i  them.  And  these  wait  only  for  one  sounding  of  the 
trumpet;  which  there  shall  be  no  deferring.  And  they  scoffingly  say, 
O  Lord,  hasten  our  sentence  unto  us,  before  the  day  of  account  Do 
thou  patiently  bear  that  which  they  utter  :  and  remind  thejn  of  our 
servant  David,  endued  with  strength  ;^  for  he  was  one  who  seriously 
turned  himself  unto  GOD.  We  compelled  the  mountains  to  celebrate 
our  praise  with  him,  in  the  evening  and  at  sunrise,  and  also  the  birds, 
which  gathered  themselves  together  unto  him  .-y  all  of  them  returned 
frequently  unto  \\vcvi.for  this  purpose.  And  we  established  his  kingdom, 
and  gave  him  wisdom  and  eloquence  of  speech.  Hath  the  story  of  the 
two  adversaries'^  come  to  thy  knowledge j  when  they  ascended  over 
the  wall  into  the  upper  apartment,  when  they  went  in  unto  David,  and 

q  On  the  conversion  of  Omar,  the  Koreish  being  greatly  irritated,  the  most  considerable  of 
them  went  in  a  body  to  Abu  Taleb,  to  complain  to  him  of  his  nephew  Mohammed's  pro- 
ceedings ;  but  being  confounded  and  put  to  silence  by  the  prophet's  arguments,  they  left  the 
assembly,  and  encouraged  one  another  in  their  obstinacy.2 

""  Namely,  to  draw  us  from  their  worship. 

*  i.e..  In  the  religion  which  we  received  from  our  fathers ;  or,  in  the  religion  of  Jesus,  which 
vvas  the  last  before  the  mission  of  Mohammed.3 

'  For  they  say  Pharaoh  used  to  tie  those  he  had  a  mind  to  punish  by  the  hands  and  feet  to 
four  stakes  fixed  in  the  ground,  and  so  tormented  them. 4  Some  interpret  the  words,  which 
may  also  be  translated  the  lord  or  master  of  the  stakes,  figuratively,  of  the  firm  establishment 
of  Pharaoh's  kingdom  ;  because  the  Arabs  fix  their  tents  with  stakes  ;6  but  they  may  possibly 
intend  that  prince's  obstinacy  and  Iiardness  of  Jieart. 

"  See  chapter  15,  p.  194. 

»  The  commentators  suppose  that  ability  to  undergo  the  frequent  practice  of  religious  exer- 
cises is  here  meant.  They  say  David  used  to  fast  every  other  day,  and  to  spend  one-half  of 
the  night  in  prayer.  1 

7  See  chapter  21,  p.  247. 

*  These  were  two  angels,  who  came  unto  David  in  the  shape  of  men,  to  demand  judgment  in 
the  feigned  controversy  after  mentioned.  It  is  no  other  thain  Nathan's  parable  to  David, 2  •» 
little  disguised. 

S  AI  Beidawi.  3  Idem.  <  Jallalo'ddin.  '  Al  Beidawi.  ^  Idem,  iaterp 

'  3  Sam.  xii. 
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he  was  afraid  of  them  ?*  They  said,  Fear  not :  we  are  two  adversaries 
who  have  a  controversy  to  be  decided.  The  one  of  us  hath  wronged 
the  other  :  wherefore  judge  between  us  with  truth,  and  be  not  unjust ; 
and  direct  us  into  the  even  way.  This  my  brother  had  ninety  and 
nine  sheep  ;  and  I  had  only  one  ewe  :  and  he  said,  Give  her  me  to 
keep ;  and  he  prevailed  against  me  in  the  discourse  which  we  had 
together.  David  answered,  Verily  he  hath  wronged  thee,  in  demanding 
thine  ewe  as  an  addition  to  his  own  sheep  :  and  many  of  them  who 
are  concerned  together  in  business^  wrong  one  another,  except  those 
who  believe  and  do  that  which  is  right ;  out  how  few  are  they  !  And 
David  perceived  that  we  had  tried  him  by  this  parable^  and  he  askea 
pardon  of  his  Lord  :  and  he  fell  down  and  bowed  himself,  and 
repented.^  Wherefore  we  forgave  him  this  fault;  and  he  shall  be 
admitted  to  approach  near  unto  us,  and  shall  have  an  excellent  place 
of  abode  in  paradise.  O  David,  verily  we  have  appointed  thee  a 
sovereign  prince  in  the  earth :  judge  therefore  between  men  with  truth  ; 
and  follow  not  thy  own  lust,  lest  it  cause  thee  to  err  from  the  way  of 
God  :  for  those  who  err  from  the  way  of  God,  shall  suffer  a  severe 
punishment,  because  they  have  forgotten  the  day  of  account.  We  have 
not  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  and  whatever  is  between  them,  in 
vain.''  This  is  the  opinion  of  the  unbelievers  :  but  woe  unto  those  who 
believe  not,  because  of  the  fire  of  hell.  Shall  we  deal  with  those  who 
believe  and  do  good  works,  as  with  those  who  act  corruptly  in  the 
earth?  Shall  we  deal  with  the  pious  as  with  the  wicked?  A  blessed  book 
have  we  sent  down  unto  thee,  O  Mohammed^  that  they  may  attentively 
meditate  on  the  signs  thereof,  and  that  men  of  understanding  may  be 
warned.  And  we  gave  unto  David  Solomon ;  how  excellent  a  servant ! 
for  he  frequently  turned  himself  unto  God.  When  the  horses  standing 
on  three  feet,  and  touching  the  ground  with  the  edge  of  the  fourth  foot, 
and  swift  in  the  course,  were  set  in  parade  before  him  in  the  evening,** 
he  said.  Verily  I  have  loved  the  love  oi  earthly  %oodL  above  the  remem- 
brance of  my  Lord  ;  and  have  spent  the  time  in  viewing  these  horses , 
until  the  sun  is  hidden  by  the  veil  of  night :  bring  the  horses  back 
unto  me.     And  when  they  were  brought  back,  he  began  to  cut  off  their 

*  Because  they  came  suddenly  upon  him,  on  a  day  ofprivacy ;  when  the  doors  were  guarded, 
and  no  person  admitted  to  disturb  his  devotions.  For  David,  they  say,  divided  his  time 
regularly,  setting  apart  one  day  for  the  service  of  God,  another  day  for  rendering  justice  to  his 
people,  another  day  for  preaching  to  them,  and  another  dajr  for  his  own  affairs.* 

b  The  crime  of  which  David  had  been  guilty,  was  the  taking  the  wife  of  Uriah,  and  ordering 
her  husband  to  be  set  in  the  front  of  the  battle  to  be  slain.* 

Some  suppose  this  story  was  told  to  serve  as  an  admonition  to  Mohammed,  who,  it  seems, 
was  apt  to  covet  what  was  another's. 

'^  So  as  to  permit  injustice  to  go  unpunished,  and  righteousness  unrewarded. 

<*  Some  say  that  Solomon  brought  these  horses,  being  a  thousand  in  number,  from  Damasc  .s 
and  Nisibis,  which  cities  he  had  taken  ;  others  say  that  they  were  left  him  by  his  father,  who 
took  them  from  the  Amalekites ;  while  others,  who  prefer  the  marvellous,  pretend  that  they 
came  up  out  of  the  sea,  and  had  wings.  However,  Solomon,  having  one  day  a  mind  to  view 
these  horses,  ordered  them  to  be  brought  before  him,  and  was  so  taken  up  with  them  that  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  the  day,  till  after  sunset,  in  looking  on  them ;  by  which  means  he 
neglected  the  prayer,  which  ought  to  have  been  said  at  that  time,  till  it  was  too  late  :  but  when 
he  perceived  his  omission,  he  was  so  greatly  concerned  at  it,  that  ordering  the  horses  to  be 
brought  back,  he  killed  them  all  as  an  offering  to  God,  except  only  a  hundred  of  the  best  of 
them.  But  God  made  him  ample  amends  for  the  loss  of  these  horses,  by  giving  him  dominion 
over  the  winds." 

*  Al  Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddin.        *  Idem.        B  Al  Beidawi,  al  Zamakh..  Yahya. 
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legs  and  their  necks.  We  also  tried  Solomon,  and  placed  on  his 
throne  a  counterfeit  body :®  afterwards  he  turned  u7ito  God,  and  said, 
O  Lord,  forgive  me,  and  give  me  a  kingdom  which  may  not  be  obtained 
by  any  after  me ;'  for  thou  art  the  giver  of  kingdoms.  And  we  made 
the  wind  subject  to  him  ;  it  ran  gently  at  his  command,  whithersoever 
he  directed.  And  we  also  put  the  devils  in  subjection  under  himj  and 
amoncr  them  such  as  were  every  way  skilled  in  building,  and  in  diving 
for  pearls  :^  and  others  we  delivered  to  him  bound  in  chains  ;  sayings 
This  is  our  gift :  therefore  be  bounteous,  or  be  sparing  imto  whom  thou 
shall  think  fit^  without  rendering  an  account.  And  he  shall  approach 
near  unto  us,  and  shall  have  an  excellent  abode  in  paradise.  And 
remember  our  servant  Job  }  when  he  cried  unto  his  Lord,  sayings 
Verily  Satan  hath  afflicted  me  with  calamity  and  pain.  And  it  was 
said  unto  him,  Strike  the  earth  with  thy  foot ;  which  when  he  had  done, 
a  fountain^  sprang  up,  and  it  was  said  to  him.  This  is  for  thee  to  wash 
in,  to  refresh  thee,  and  to  drink.  And  we  restored  unto  him  his  family, 
and  as  many  more  with  them,  through  our  mercy  ;  and  for  an  admoni- 
tion unto  those  who  are  endued  with  understanding.  And  we  said  unto 
him,  Take  a  handful  of  rods^  in  thy  hand,  and  strike  thy  wife  there- 
with ;™  and  break  not  thine  oath.  Verily  we  found  him  a  patient 
person:  how  txcellent  a  servant  was  he!  for  he  was  one  ^vho  fre- 
quently turned  himself  unto  us.  Remember  also  our  servants  Abraham, 
and  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  who  were  men  strenuous  and  prudent.     Verily 

*  The  most  received  exposition  of  this  passage  is  taken  from  the  following  Talmudic  fable,l 

Solomon,  having  taken  Sidon,  and  slam  the  king  of  that  city,  brought  away  his  daughter 
Jerada,  who  became  his  favourite ;  and  because  she  ceased  not  to  lament  her  father's  loss,  he 
ordered  the  devils  to  make  an  image  of  him  for  her  consolation  :  which  being  done,  and  placed 
in  her  chamber,  she  and  her  maids  worshipped  it  morning  and  evening,  according  to  their 
custom.  At  length  Solomon  being  informed  of  this  idolatry',  which  was  practised  under  his 
roof,  by  his  vizir  Asaf,  he  broke  the  image,  and  having  chastised  the  woman,  went  out  into  the 
desert,  where  he  wept  and  made  supplications  to  God  ;  who  did  not  think  fit,  however,  to  let 
his  negligence  pass  without  some  correction.  It  was  Solomon's  custom,  while  he  eased  or 
washed  himself,  to  entrust  his  signet,  on  which  his  kingdom  depended,  with  a  concubine  of  his 
named  Amina :  one  day,  therefore,  when  she  had  the  ring  in  her  custody,  a  devil,  named 
Sakhar,  came  to  her  in  the  shape  of  Solomon,  and  received  the  ring  from  her ;  by  virtue  of 
which  he  became  possessed  of  the  kingdom,  and  sat  on  the  throne  in  the  shape  which  he  had 
borrowed,  making  what  alterations  in  the  law  he  pleased.  Solomon,  in  the  meantime,  being 
changed  in  his  outward  appearance,  and  known  to  none  of  his  subjects,  was  obliged  to  wander 
about,  and  beg  alms  for  his  subsistence  ;  till  at  length,  after  the  space  of  forty  days,  which  was 
the  time  the  image  had  been  worshipped  in  his  house,  the  devil  flew  away,  and  threw  the 
signet  into  the  sea :  the  signet  was  immediately  swallowed  by  a  fish,  which  being  taken  and 
given  to  Solomon,  he  found  the  ring  in  its  belly,  and  having  by  this  means  recovered  the 
kingdom,  took  Sakhar,  and  tying  a  great  stone  to  his  neck,  threw  him  into  the  lake  of  Tiberias. 3 

'  i.e..  That  I  may  surpass  all  future  princes  in  magnificence  and  power. 

K  See  chapter  21,  p.  247  ;  chapter  27,  p.  284,  &c. 

*»  Some  suppose  tnese  words  to  relate  to  the  genii,  and  that  Solomon  b  thereby  empowered 
to  release  or  to  keep  in  chains  such  of  them  as  he  pleased. 

'  See  chapter  21,  p.  247. 

^  Some  say  there  were  two  springs,  one  of  hot  water,  wherein  he  bathed ;  and  the  other  of 
cold,  of  which  he  drank.3 

'  "The  original  not  expressing  what  thi'  handful  was  to  consist  of,  one  supposes  it  was  to  be 
9nly  a  handful  of  dry  grass  or  of  rushes,  and  another  that  it  was  a  branch  of  a  palm-tree.-* 

The  commentators  are  not  agreed  what  fault  Job's  wife  had  committed  to  deserve  this 
chastisement :  we  have  mentioned  one  opinion  already.^  Some  think  it  was  only  because  shf 
stayed  too  long  on  an  errand. 

"  For  he  had  sworn  to  give  her  a  hundred  stripes  if  he  recovered. 

1  Vide  Talm.  En  Jacob,  part  ii.  et  Yalkut  in  lib.  Reg.  p.  182.  2  Al  Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddia. 
Abulfeda.  ^  Al  Beidawu  *  See  the  notes  to  cap.  21,  p.  247.  >  See  ibid. 
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we  purified  them  with  a  perfect  purification,  through  the  remembrance 
of  the  life  to  come  ;°  and  they  were,  in  our  sight,  elect  and  good  men. 
And  remember  Ismael,  and  Elisha,"*  and  Dhu'lkefl  \^  for  all  these  were 
good  men.  This  is  an  admonition.  Verily  the  pious  shall  have  an 
excellent  place  to  return  unto,  namely^  gardens  of  perpetual  abode,  the 
gates  whereof  shall  stand  o'^tn  unto  them.  As  they  lie  down  therein, 
they  shall  there  ask  for  many  sorts  of  fruits,  and  for  drink  ;  and  near 
them  shall  sit  the  virgins  of  paradise^  refraining  their  looks  yr^w  behold- 
ing any  besides  their  spouses,  and  of  equal  age  with  them.^  This  is 
what  ye  are  promised  at  the  day  of  account.  This  is  our  provision  ; 
which  shall  not  fail.  This  sh.all  be  the  reward  of  the  righteous.  But 
for  the  transgressors  is  prepared  an  evil  receptacle,  namely,  hell :  they 
shall  be  cast  into  the  same  to  be  burned,  and  a  wretched  couch  shall  it 
be.  This  let  them  taste,  to  wit,  scalding  water,  and  corruption y?(77£//«^ 
from  the  bodies  of  the  damned,  and  divers  other  things  of  the  same  kind. 
And  it  shall  be  said  to  the  seducers,  This  troop  which  was  guided  by 
you,  shall  be  thrown,  together  with  you,  headlong  into  hell :  they  shall 
not  be  bidden  welcome ;  for  they  shall  enter  the  fire  to  be  burned.  And 
the  seduced  shall  say  to  their  seducers.  Verily  ye  shall  not  be  bidden 
welcome  :  ye  have  brought  it  upon  us  ;  and  a  wretched  abode  is  hell. 
They  shall  say,  O  Lord,  doubly  increase  the  torment  of  him  who  hath 
brought  this  punishment  upon  us,  in  the  fire  of  hell.  And  the  infidels 
shall  say.  Why  do  we  not  see  the  men  whom  we  numbered  among  the 
wicked,  and  whom  we  received  with  scorn  ?  Or  do  our  ty^s  miss  them  ? 
Verily  this  is  a  truth  ;  to  wit,  the  disputing  of  the  inhabitants  of  hell 
fire.  Say,  OMohammed,  unto  the  idolaters.  Verily  I  am  no  other  than 
a  warner  :  and  there  is  no  god,  except  the  one  only  God,  the  Almighty 
the  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  of  whatsoever  is  between  them  ;  the 
mighty,  the  forgiver  of  sins.  Say,  It  is  a  weighty  message,  from  which 
ye  turn  aside.  I  had  no  knowledge  of  the  exalted  princes,*  when  they 
disputed  concerning  the  creation  of  man  (it  hath  been  revealed  unto 
me  only  as  a  proof  thzX  I  am  a  public  preacher)  :  when  thy  LORD  said 
unto  the  angels,  Verily  I  am  about  to  create  man  of  clay  :  when  I  shall 
have  formed  him,  therefore,  and  shall  have  breathed  my  spirit  into  him, 
do  ye  fall  down  and  worship  him.*  And  all  the  angels  worshipped  him, 
in  general ;  except  Eblis,  who  was  puffed  up  with  pride,  and  became 
an  unbeliever.  God  said  unto  him,  O  Eblis,  what  hindereth  thee  from 
worshipping  that  which  I  have  created  with  my  hands?  Art  thou 
elated  with  vain  pride  ^  Or  art  thou  really  one  of  exalted  merit  ?  He 
answered,  I  am  more  excellent  than  he  :  thou  hast  created  me  of  fire, 

0  Or,  as  the  words  may  be  interpreted,  according  to  al  Zamakhshari,  We  have  Jnirified  them, 
w  Peculiarly  destined  and  fitted  thent  for  paradise. 

P  See  chapter  6,  p.  96. 

q  See  chapter  21,  r-  248.  Al  BeidSwi  here  takes  notice  of  another  tradition  concerning  this 
prophet,  viz.,  that  he  entertained  and  took  care  of  a  hundred  Israelites,  who  fled  to  him  from 
certain  slaughter,  from  which  action  he  probably  had  the  name  of  Dhu'lkefl  given  him,  the  pri- 
mary signification  of  the  verb  cafala  being  to  maintain  or  take  care  of  another.  If  a  conjec- 
ture might  be  founded  on  this  tradition,  I  should  fancy  the  person  intended  was  Obadiah,  the 
governor  of  Ahab's  house. 6 

'  i.e..  About  thirty  or  thirty-three.l 

*  That  is,  the  angels. 

•  See  chapter  2,  p.  4. 

«  See  I  Kings  xviiL  4.  l  S«e  the  Prelim.  Disc.  S«ct.  IV.  p.  f|. 
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and  hast  created  him  of  clay.  God  said  unto  him^  Get  thee  hence 
therefore,  for  thou  shalt  be  driven  away  from  mercy :  and  my  curse 
shall  be  upon  thee,  until  the  day  of  judgment.  He  replied,  O  Lord, 
Respite  me,  therefore,  until  the  day  of  resurrection.  God  said,  Verily 
thou  shalt  be  one  of  those  who  are  respited  until  the  day  of  the  deter- 
mined time.  Eblis  said,  By  thy  might  do  1  swear ^  I  will  surely  seduce 
them  all,  except  thy  servants  ivho  shall  be  peculiarly  chosen  from  among 
them.  God  said,  //  is  a  just  sentence  :  and  I  speak  the  truth  :  I  wiU 
surely  fill  hell  with  thee,  and  with  such  of  them  as  shall  follow  thee, 
altogether."  Say  unto  the  Meccans^  I  ask  not  of  you  any  reward  for 
this  my  preaching:  neither  am  I  ^«^  of  those  who  assume  a  part  which 
belongs  not  to  them.  The  Kordn  is  no  other  than  an  admonition  unto 
all  creatures  :  and  ye  shall  surely  know  what  is  delivered  therein  to  be 
true,  after  a  season. 


CHAPTER  XXXIX. 

ENTITLED,  THE  TROOPS  '^    REVEALED  AT  MECCA.^ 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  THE   MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

'T^HE  revelation  of  this  book  is  from  the  mighty,  the  wise  GOD. 
-■■  Verily  we  have  revealed  this  book  unto  thee  with  truth  :  where- 
fore serve  God,  exhibiting  the  pure  religion  unto  him.  Ought  not  the 
pure  religion  to  be  exhibited  unto  God  ?  But  as  to  those  who  take 
other  patrons  besides  him,  sayings  We  worship  them  only  that  they 
may  bring  us  nearer  unto  GOD  ;  verily  GOD  will  judge  between  them 
concerning  that  wherein  they  disagree.  Surely  GOD  will  not  direct  him 
who  is  a  har,  or  ungrateful.  If  GoD  had  been  minded  to  have  had  a 
son,  he  had  surely  chosen  what  he  pleased  out  of  that  which  he  hath 
created.''  But  far  be  such  a  thing  from  him  !  He  is  the  sole,  the 
almighty  GOD.  He  hath  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth  with  truth: 
he  causeth  the  night  to  succeed  the  day,  and  he  causeth  the  day  to 
sccceed  the  night,  and  he  obligeth  the  sun  and  the  moon  to  perform 
their  services  ;  each  of  them  hasteneth  to  an  appointed  period.  Is  not 
he  the  mighty,  the  forgiver  of  sins  f  He  created  you  of  one  man,  and 
afterwards  out  of  him  formed  his  wife  :  and  he  hath  bestowed*  on  you 

"  See  chapter  7,  p.  106,  and  chapter  15,  p.  192,  &c. 

«  This  title  is  taken  from  the  latter  end  of  the  chapter,  where  it  is  said  the  wicked  shall  be 
sent  to  hell,  and  the  righteous  admitted  into  paradise  by  troops. 

7  Except  the  verse  beginning,  Say,  O  my  servants,  who  have  transgressed  against  yotir 
own  souls,  &C.1 

*  Because,  says  Al  Beidawi,  there  is  no  being  besides  himself  but  what  hath  been  created  by 
him,  since  there  cannot  be  two  necessarily-existent  beings ;  and  hence  appears  the  absurdity 
of  the  imagination  here  condemned,  because  no  creature  can  resemble  the  Creator,  or  be 
worthy  to  bear  the  relation  of  a  son  to  him. 

•  Literally,  He  hath  sent  down ;  from  which  expression  some  have  iuiagined  that  these  lour 
kinds  of  beasts  were  created  in  paradise,  and  thence  sent  down  to  earth.> 

1  Jallalo'ddin,  al  Beidawi.        '  Al  Zamakh. 
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four  pair  of  cattle. *>  He  formeth  you  in  the  wombs  of  your  mothers, 
by  several  gradual  formations,"  within  three  veils  of  darkness.^  This 
is  God,  your  LORD  :  his  is  the  kingdom  :  there  is  no  GOD  but  he. 
Why  therefore  are  ye  turned  aside/;  <?;/«  the  worship  of  him  to  idolatry  f 
If  ye  be  ungrateful,  verily  GOD  hath  no  need  of  you  ;  yet  he  liketh  not 
ingratitude  in  his  servants  :  but  if  ye  be  thankful,  he  will  be  well  pleased 
with  you.  A  burdened  soul  shall  not  bear  the  burden  of  another  : 
hereafter  shall  ye  return  unto  your  Lord,  and  he  shall  declare  unto  you 
that  which  ye  have  wrought,  and  will  reward  you  accordingly j  for  he 
knoweth  the  innermost  parts  of  your  breasts.  When  harm  befalleth  a 
man,  he  calleth  upon  his  Lord,  and  turneth  unto  him  :  yet  afterwards, 
when  God  hath  bestowed  on  him  favour  from  himself,  he  forgetteth  that 
Being  which  he  invoked  before,*  and  setteth  up  equals  unto  God,  that 
he  may  seduce  men  from  his  way.  Say  tinto  such  a  man^  Enjoy  this 
life  in  thy  infidelity  for  a  little  while  :  but  hereafter  shalt  thou  surely  be 
one  of  the  inhabitants  of  hell  fire.  Shall  he  who  giveth  himself  up  to 
prayer  in  the  hours  of  the  night,  prostrate  and  standing,  a7id  who  taketh 
heed  as  to  the  life  to  come,  and  hopeth  for  the  mercy  of  his  Lord,  be 
dealt  with  as  the  wicked  unbeliever  f  Say,  Shall  they  who  know  their 
duty,  and  they  who  know  //  not,  be  held  equal .''  Verily  the  men  of 
understanding  only  will  be  warned.  Say,  O  my  servants  who  believe, 
fear  your  Lord.  They  who  do  good  in  this  world,  shall  obtain  good 
in  the  next/  and  God's  earth  is  spacious  'fi  verily  those  who  persevere 
with  patience  shall  receive  their  recompence  without  measure.  Say,  I 
am  commanded  to  worship  God,  and  to  exhibit  the  pure  religion  unto 
him  :  and  I  am  commanded  to  be  the  first  Moslem.^  Say,  Verily  I 
fear,  if  I  be  disobedient  unto  my  LORD,  the  punishment  of  the  great 
day.  Say,  I  worship  GOD,  exhibiting  my  religion  pure  unto  him  :  but 
do  ye  worship  that  which  ye  will,  besides  him.  Say,  Verily  they  will 
be  the  losers,  who  shall  lose  their  own  souls,  and  their  families,  on  the 
day  of  resurrection:  is  not  this  manifest  loss  ?  Over  them  shall  be  roofs 
of  fire,  and  under  them  shall  be  floors  of  fire.  With  this  doth  God  terrify 
his  servants:  wherefore,  O  my  servants,  fear  me.  But  those  who  eschew 
the  worship  of  idols,  and  are  turned  unto  God,  shall  receive  good 
tidings.  Bear  good  tidings  therefore  unto  my  servants,  who  harken  unto 
my  word,  and  follow  that  which  is  most  excellent  therein :  these  are  they 
whom  God  directeth,and  these  are  w^«  of  understanding.  Him  therefore 
on  whom  the  sentence  oi  eternal  punishment  shall  be  justly  pronounced, 
canst  thou,  O  Mohammed,  deliver  him  who  is  destined  to  dwell  in  the 
fire  of  hell  f  But  for  those  who  fear  their  Lord  will  be  prepared  high 
apartments  in  paradise,  over  which  shall  be  other  apartments  built ;  and 
rivers  shall  run  beneath  them:  this  is  the  promise  of  God  ;  and  God  will 
lot  be  contrary  to  the  promise.  Dost  thou  not  see  that  GOD  sendeth  down 

•j  See  chapter  6,  p.  102. 

°  See  chapter  22,  p.  250. 

^  i.e..  The  belly,  the  womb,  and  the  membranes  which  enclose  the  embryo. 
Or,  Hejorgetteth  the  evil  which  he  before  prayed  against. 

f  Or,  TJiey  who  do  good,  shall  obtain  good  even  in  this  world. 

S  Wherefore  let  him  who  cannot  safely  exercise  his  religion  where  he  was  born  or  resides,  fly 
to  a  place  of  liberty  and  security.l 

^  i.e..  The  first  of  the  Koreish  who  professeth  the  true  religion,  or  the  leader  in  chief  of  th« 
Moslems. 

1  Al  Beidawi 
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water  from  heaven,  and  causeth  the  same  to  enter  and  form  sources  in 
the  earth;  and  produceth  thereby  corn  of  various  sorts?  Afterwards  he 
causeth  the  same  to  wither ;  and  thou  seest  it  become  yellow  :  after- 
wards he  maketh  it  crumble  into  dust.  Verily  herein  is  an  instruction 
to  men  of  understanding.  Shall  he,  therefore,  whose  breast  GOD  hath 
enlarged  to  receive  the  religion  of  Islam,  and  who  followeth  the  light 
from  his  Lord,  be  as  he  whose  heart  is  hardened?  But  woe  unto  those 
whose  hearts  are  hardened  against  the  remembrance  of  GOD  !  they  are 
in  a  manifest  error.  GoD  hath  revealed  a  most  excellent  discourse  ;  a 
book  conformable  to  itself,  and  containing  repeated  admonitions.  The 
skins  of  those  who  fear  their  Lord  shrink  for  fear  thereat :  afterwards 
their  skins  grow  soft,  and  their  hearts  also^  at  the  remembrance  of  their 
Lord.  This  is  the  direction  of  GoD  :  he  will  direct  thereby  whom  he 
pleaseth ;  and  whomsoever  God  shall  cause  to  err,  he  shall  have  no 
director.  Shall  he  therefore  who  shall  be  obliged  to  screen  himself  with 
his  face^  from  the  severity  of  the  punishment  on  the  day  of  resurrection, 
be  as  he  who  is  secure  therefrojn  f  And  it  shall  be  said  unto  the 
ungodly,  Taste  that  which  ye  have  deserved.  Those  who  were  before 
them,  accused  their  apostles  of  imposture  ;  wherefore  a  punishment 
came  upon  them  from  whence  they  expected  it  not :  and  God  caused 
them  to  taste  shame  in  this  present  life ;  but  the  punishment  of  the 
life  to  come  will  certainly  be  greater.  If  they  were  men  of  under- 
standing, they  would  knoiu  this.  Now  have  we  proposed  unto  mankind, 
in  this  Koran,  every  kind  of  parable  ;  that  they  may  be  warned  :  an 
Arabic  Koran,  wherein  there  is  no  crookedness  ;^  that  they  may  fear 
God.  God  propoundeth  as  a  parable  a  man  who  hath  several  com- 
panions which  are  at  mutual  variance,  and  a  man  who  committeth 
himself  wholly  to  one  person  •}  shall  these  be  held  in  equal  comparison? 
God  forbid  !  But  the  greater  part  of  them  do  not  understand.  Verily 
thou,  O  Mohammed^  shalt  die,  and  they  also  shall  die  :  and  ye  shall 
debate  the  matter^  with  one  another  before  your  Lord,  at  the  day  of 
resurrection.  (XXIV.)  Who  is  more  unjust  than  he  who  uttereth  a 
lie  concerning  God,  and  denieth  the  truth,  when  it  cometh  unto  him? 
Is  there  not  a  dwelling  provided  in  hell  for  the  unbelievers  ?  But  he 
who  bringeth  the  truth,  and  giveth  credit  thereto,"  these  are  they  who 
fear  God;  they  shall  obtain  whatever  they  shall  desire,  in  the  sight  of 
their  Lord  :  this  shall  be  the  recompence  of  the  righteous  :  that  God 
may  expiate  from  them  the  very  worst  of  that  which  they  have  wrought, 
and  may  render  them  their  reward  according  to  the  utmost  merit  of  the 
good  which  they  have  wrought.      Is  not  GOD  a  sufficient  protector  of 

'  For  his  hands  shall  be  chained  to  his  neck,  and  he  shall  not  be  able  to  oppose  anything 
but  his  face  to  the  fire.i 

*  i.e..  No  contradiction,  defect,  or  doubt. 

1  This  passage  represents  the  uncertainty  of  the  idolater,  who  is  distracted  in  the  service  of 
diflferent  masters  ;  and  the  satisfaction  of  mind  which  attends  the  worshipper  of  the  only  true 

GOD.2 

"  For  the  prophet  will  represent  his  endeavours  to  reclaim  them  from  idolatry,  and  their 
obstinacy ;  and  they  will  make  frivolous  excuses,  as  that  they  obeyed  their  chiefs,  and  kept  to 
the  religion  of  their  fathers,  &c.3 

°  i.f.,  Mohammed  and  his  followers.  Some  suppose  that  by  the  latter  words  Abu  Beer  is 
particularly  intended,  because  he  asserted  the  prophet's  veracity  in  respect  to  his  journey  tc 
aeavea. 

1  Al  Deid&wi.        3  idem.        3  Idem. 
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his  servant  ?  yet  they  will  attempt  to  make  thee  afraid  of  the  false 
deities  which  they  worship  besides  GOD.^  But  he  whom  God  shall 
cause  to  err,  shall  have  none  to  direct  him :  and  he  whom  GoD  shall 
direct,  shall  have  none  to  mislead  him.  Is  not  God  most  mighty,  able 
to  avenge  ?  If  thou  ask  them  who  hath  created  the  heavens  and  the 
earth,  they  will  surely  answer,  GOD.  Say,  Do  ye  think  therefore  that 
the  deities  which  ye  invoke  besides  God,  if  God  be  pleased  to  afflic^ 
me,  are  able  to  relieve  me  from  his  affliction  ?  or  if  he  be  pleased  to 
show  mercy  unto  me,  that  they  are  able  to  withhold  his  mercy .?  Say, 
God  is  my  sufficient  support :  in  him  let  those  put  their  trust,  who 
seek  in  whom  to  confide.  Say,  O  my  people,  do  ye  act  according  to 
your  state  ;  verily  I  will  act  according  to  7nine  :  hereafter  shall  ye  know 
on  which  of  us  will  be  inflicted  a  punishment  that  shall  cover  him  with 
shame,  and  on  whom  a  lasting  punishment  shall  fall.  Verily  we  have 
revealed  unto  thee  the  book  of  the  Kordn^  for  the  instrtiction  ^man- 
kind, with  truth.  Whoso  shall  be  directed  thereby^  shall  be  directed  to 
the  advantage  of  his  own  soul ;  and  whoso  shall  err,  shall  only  err 
against  the  same  :  and  thou  art  not  a  guardian  over  them.  God 
taketh  unto  himself  the  souls  of  men  at  the  time  of  their  death ;  and 
those  which  die  not  he  also  taketh  in  their  sleep  -?  and  he  withholdeth 
those  on  which  he  hath  passed  the  decree  of  death,**  but  sendeth  back 
the  others  till  a  determined  period."^  Verily  herein  are  signs  unto  people 
who  consider.  Have  the  Koreish  taken  idols  for  their  intercessors  with 
God?  Say,  What,  although  they  have  not  dominion  over  anything, 
neither  do  they  understand  ?  Say,  Intercession  is  altogether  in  the  dis- 
posal of  God  :^  his  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven  and  earth ;  and  hereafter 
shall  ye  return  unto  him.  When  the  one  sole  God  is  mentioned,  the 
hearts  of  those  who  believe  not  in  the  life  to  come,  shrink  with  horror :  but 
when  \\\^  false  gods,  which  are  worshipped  besides  him,  are  mentioned, 
behold,  they  are  filled  with  joy.  Say,  O  GOD,  the  creator  of  heaven  and 
earth,  who  knowest  that  which  is  secret  and  that  which  is  manifest ; 
thou  shalt  judge  between  thy  servants  concerning  that  wherein  they  dis- 
agree. If  those  who  act  unjustly  were  masters  of  whatever  is  in  the 
earth,  and  as  much  more  therewith,  verily  they  would  give  it  to  ransom 
themselves  from  the  evil  of  the  punishment,  on  the  day  of  resurrection  : 
and  there  shall  appear  unto  them,  from  God,  tej'rors  which  they  never 
imagined  ;  and  there  shall  appear  unto  them  the  evils  of  that  which 
:hey  shall  have  gained ;  and  that  which  they  mocked  at  shall  encom- 

0  The  Koreish  used  to  tell  Mohammed  that  they  feared  their  gods  would  do  him  some 
mischief,  and  deprive  him  of  the  use  of  his  limbs,  or  of  his  reason,  because  he  spoke  disgrace- 
fully of  them.  It  is  thought  by  some  that  this  passage  was  verified  in  Khaled  Ebn  al 
Walid  ;  who,  being  sent  by  Mohammed  to  demolish  the  idol  al  Uzza,  was  advised  by  the 
keeper  of  her  temple  tn  take  heed  what  he  did,  because  the  goddess  was  able  to  avenge  herself 
severely  ;  but  he  was  so  little  moved  at  the  man's  warning,  that  he  immediately  stepped  up  to 
the  idol,  and  broke  her  nose.  To  support  the  latter  explication,  they  say  that  what  happened 
to  Khaled  is  attributed  to  Mohammed,  because  the  former  was  then  executing  the  prophet's 
orders.l  A  circumstance  not  much  different  from  the  above  mentioned  is  told  of  the  demoli'JoD 
ofAllat.2_ 

P  That  is,  seemingly  and  to  outward  ajjpearance,  sleep  being  the  image  of  death. 

1  Not  permitting  them  to  return  again  into  their  bodies, 
r  viz.,  Into  their  bodies,  when  they  awake.3 

*  For  none  can  or  dare  presume  to  intercede  with  him,  unless  by  his  permission . 

1  Idem.        8  Vice  Gagnier,  not.  in  Abulf.  Vit.  Moh.  p  127.        3  Al  Beidawi 
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pass  them.     When  harm  befalleth  man,  he  calleth  upon  us  ;  yet  after- 
wards, when  we  have  bestowed  on  him  favour  from  us,  he  saith,  I  have 
received  it  merely  because  of  God's  knowledge  o/jny  deserts}  On  the 
contrary,  it  is  a  trial ;  but  the  greater  part  of  them  know  it  not.  Tliose 
who  were  before  them,  said  the  same :"    but  that  which  they  had 
gained,  profited  them  not ;  and  the  evils  which  they  had  deserved,  fell 
upon  them.     And  whoever  of  these  Meccans  shall  have  acted  unjustly, 
on  them  likewise  shall  fall  the  evils  which  they  shall  have  deserved  ;* 
neither  shall  they  frustrate  the  divine  veng^eance.     Do  they  not  know 
that  God  bestoweth  provision  abundantly  on  whom  he  pleaseth,  and 
is  sparing   unto   whom  he  pleaseth  ?     Verily  herein  are  signs  unto 
people   who   believe.      Say,  O  my  servants   who   have   transgressed 
against  your  own  souls,  despair  not  of  the  mercy  of  GOD  :  seeing  that 
God  forgiveth  all  sins  -^   for  he  is  gracious  and  merciful.     And  be 
turned  unto  your  LORD,  and  resign  yourselves  unto  him,  before  the 
threatened  punishment  overtake  you  ;  for  then  ye  shall  not  be  helped 
And  follow  the  most  excellent  instnidions  which  have  been  sent  down 
unto  you  from  your  LORD,  before  the  punishment  come  suddenly  upon 
you,  and  ye  perceive  not  the  approach  thereof;  and  a  soul  say,  Alas  ! 
for  that  I  have  been  negligent  in  my  duty  to  GOD  :  verily  I  have  been 
one  of  the  scorners  :  or  say,  Jf  GoD  had  directed  me,  verily  I  had 
been  one  of  the  pious  :  or  say,  when  it  seeth  the /;'<?/^r^^  punishment. 
If  I  could  return  once  more  iiito  the  world  I  would  become  one  of  the 
righteous.     But  GOD  shall  answer^  My  signs  came  unto  thee  hereto- 
fore, and  thou  didst  charge  them  with  falsehood,  and  wast  puffed  up 
with  pride  ;  and  thou  becamest  07ie  of  the  unbelievers.     On  the  day  of 
resurrection  thou  shalt  see  the  faces  of  those  who  have  uttered  lies 
concerning  GOD,  become  black  :  is  there  not  an  :^hodQ  prepared  in  hell 
for  the  arrogant  ?  But  GOD  shall  deliver  those  who  shall  fear  hi7n,  ami 
shall  set  them   in  their  place  of  safety  :   evil  shall  not  touch  them, 
neither  shall  they  be  grieved.     GOD  is  the  creator  of  all  things,  and  he 
is  the  governor  of  all  things.     His  are  the  keys  of  heaven  and  earth  : 
and  they  who  believe  not  in  the  signs  of  GOD,  they  shall  perish.     Say, 
Do  ye  therefore  bid  me  to  worship  other  than  GOD,  O  ye  fools  ?  since 
it  hath  been  spoken  by  revelation  unto  thee,  and  also  unto  the  prophets 
who  have  been  before  thee,  sayings  Verily  if  thou  join  any  partners  with 
God,  thy  work  will  be  altogether  unprofitable,  and  thou  shalt  certainly 
be  07ie  of  those  who  perish  :  wherefore  rather  fear  God,  and  be  one  of 
those  who  give  thanks.    But  they  make  not  a  due  estimation  of  GOD  ?■ 
since  the  whole  earth  shall  be  bttt  his  handful,  on  the  day  of  resurrec- 
tion ;   and  the  heavens  shall  be  rolled   together  in  his   right   hand. 
Praise  be  unto  him  !  and  far  be  he  exalted  above  the  idols  which  they 
associate  with  him  /    The  trumpet  shall  be  sounded,**^  and  whoever 

<  Or  by  means  of  my  own  wisdom. 

"  As  did  Karun  in  particular.!  _  ,     .      r 

s  As  it  happened  accordingly :  for  they  were  punished  with  a  sore  famme  for  seven  year* 
and  had  the  bravest  of  their  warriors  cut  off  at  the  battle  of  Bedr.2 

y  To  those  who  sincerely  repent  and  profess  his  unity :  for  the  sins  of  idolaters  will  not  b* 
forgiven.  <J 

z'See  chapter  6,  p.  97,  note  >.  ,  .,,  ,  . 

n  The  first  time,  says  Al  Beidawi ;  who  consequently  supposes  there  will  be  no  more  that 

'  See  cap.  28,  p.  295.        •  Al  Beidawi.        3  Sec  d.  10,  note  ^. 
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are  in  heaven  and  whoever  are  on  earth  shall  expire  ;  except  those 
whom  God  shall  please  to  exe?npi  frojn  the  co?n7non/ate.^  Afterwards 
ti  shall  be  sounded  again  ;  and  behold,  they  shall  arise  and  look  7ip. 
And  the  earth  shall  shine  by  the  light  of  its  Lord:  and  the  book  shall 
be  laid  open^  and  the  prophets  and  the  martyrs  shall  be  brought  as 
witnesses;  and  judgment  shall  be  given  between  them  with  truth,  and 
they  shall  not  be  treated  unjustly.  And  every  soul  shall  be  fully 
rewarded,  according  to  that  which  it  shall  have  wrought ;  for  he  per- 
fectly knoweth  whatever  they  do.  And  the  unbelievers  shall  be  driven 
unto  hell  by  troops,  until,  when  they  shall  arrive  at  the  same,  the  gates 
thereof  shall  be  opened  :  and  the  keepers  thereof*^  shall  say  unto  them, 
Did  not  apostles  from  among  you  come  unto  you,  who  rehearsed  unto 
you  the  signs  of  your  LORD,  and  warned  you  of  the  meeting  of  this 
your  day  ?  They  shall  answer.  Yea  :  but  the  sentence  of  eternal  punish- 
ment hath  been  justly  pronounced  on  the  unbelievers.®  It  shall  be 
said  iinto  tke?n,  Enter  ye  the  gates  of  hell,  to  dwell  therein  for  ever  ; 
and  miserable  shall  be  the  abode  of  the  proud  !  But  those  who  shall 
have  feared  their  LORD,  shall  be  conducted  by  troops  towards  paradise, 
until  they  shall  arrive  at  the  same :  and  the  gates  thereof  shall  be  ready 
set  open  ;  and  the  guards  thereof  shall  say  unto  them,  Peace  be  on 
you  !  ye  have  been  good  :  wherefore  enter  ye  into  paradise^  to  remain 
therein  for  ever.  And  they  shall  answer,  Praise  be  unto  GoD,  who 
hath  performed  his  promise  unto  us,  and  hath  made  us  to  inherit  the 
earth,'  that  we  may  dwell  in  paradise  wherever  we  please !  How 
excellent  is  the  reward  of  those  who  work  rioJiteoitsness  !  And  thou 
shalt  see  the  angels  going  in  procession  round  the  throne,  celebrating 
the  praises  of  their  Lord  :  and  judgment  shall  be  given  between  them 
with  truth ;  and  they  shall  say,  Praise  be  unto  GOD,  the  Lord  of  all 
creatures  ! 

two  blasts  (and  two  only  are  distinctly  mentioned  in  the  Koran),  though  others  suppose  there 
will  be  tliree.l 

b  These,  some  say,  will  be  the  angels  Gabriel,  Michael,  and  Israfil,  and  the  angel  of  death, 
who  yet  will  afterwards  all  die,  at  the  command  of  God  ;2  it  being  the  constant  opinion  of  the 
Mohammedan  doctors,  that  every  soul,  both  of  men  and  of  animals,  which  live  either  on  land 
or  in  the  sea,  and  of  the  angels  also,  must  necessarily  taste  of  death  :3  others  suppose  those 
who  will  be  exempted  are  the  angels  who  bear  the  throne  of  GoD,4  or  the  black-eyed  damsels, 
and  other  inhabitants  of  paradise.^ 

The  space  between  these  two  blasts  of  the  trumpet  will  be  forty  days,  according  to  Yahya 
and  others  ;  there  are  some,  however,  who  suppose  it  will  be  as  many  years. 6 

«  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  68. 

^  See  chapter  74,  and  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  72. 

®  See  chapter  7,  p.  106  ;  chapter  11,  p.  169,  &c.  It  seems  as  if  the  damned,  by  these  words, 
attributed  their  ruin  to  God's  decree  of  predestination. 

f  This  is  a  metaphorical  expression,  representing  the  perfect  security  and  abundance  which 
the  blessed  will  enjoy  in  paradise. 

1  See  the  Pi  elim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  65.         2  Al  P>eidawi,  Yahya.  3  Vide  Pocock.  not.  ic 

Poit.  Mosis,  p.  266.        •*  Al  Beidawl        5  Jalblo'ddin         6  See  the  Prelim.  Disc,  ubi  sup. 
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CHAPTER  XL. 

ENTITLED,  THE  TRUE   PELIEVER  ;«  REVEALED  AT   MECC/V 

IN    THE    NAME   OF    THE    MOST    MERCIFUL    COD. 

HM.''  Tlie  revelation  of  this  book  is  from  the  mighty,  the  wise 
•  God  ;  the  forgiver  of  sin,  and  the  accepter  of  repentance ;  severe 
in  punishing;  long-suffering.  There  is  no  GOD  but  he:  before  hin) 
shall  be  the  general  assembly  at  the  last  day.  None  disputeth  against 
the  signs  of  GOD,  except  the  unbelievers :  but  let  not  their  prosperous 
dealing  in  the  land*  deceive  thee  with  vain  allurement.  The  people  of 
Noah,  and  the  confederated  infidels  which  were  after  them,  accused 
their  respective  prophets  of  imposture  before  these ;  and  each  nation 
hatched  ///  designs  against  their  apostle,  that  they  might  get  him  into 
their  power  j  and  they  disputed  with  vain  reasonings  that  they  might 
thereby  invalidate  the  truth  :  wherefore  I  chastised  them ;  and  how 
severe  was  my  punishment !  Thus  hath  the  sentence  of  thy  Lord 
justly  passed  on  the  unbelievers  ;  that  they  shall  be  the  inhabitants  of 
hell  fire.  The  angels  who  bear  the  throne  of  God,  and  those  who  statid 
about  it,^  celebrate  the  praise  of  their  Lord,  and  believe  in  him  ;  and 
they  ask  pardon  for  the  true  believers,  saying,  O  Lord,  thou  encom- 
passest  all  things  by  thy  mercy  and  knowledge ;  wherefore  forgive 
those  who  repent  and  follow  thy  path,  and  deliver  them  from  the  pains 
of  hell :  O  LORD,  lead  them  also  into  gardens  of  eternal  abode,  which 
thou  hast  promised  unto  them,  and  unto  every  one  who  shall  do  right, 
of  their  fathers,  and  their  wives,  and  their  children  ;  for  thou  art  the 
mighty,  the  wise  God.  And  deliver  them  from  evil ;  for  whomsoever 
thou  shalt  deliver  from  evil  on  that  day,  on  him  wilt  thou  show  mercy ; 
and  this  will  be  great  salvation.  But  the  infidels,  at  the  day  of  judg- 
ment^ shall  hear  a  voice  crying  unto  them.  Verily  the  hatred  of  GOD 
towa?'ds  yoti  is  more  grievous  than  your  hatred  towards  yourselves  : 
since  ye  were  called  unto  the  faith,  and  would  not  believe.  They  shall 
say,  O  Lord,  thou  hast  given  us  death  twice,  and  thou  hast  twice  given 
us  life  '}  and  we  confess  our  sins  :  is  there  therefore  no  way  to  get  forth 
fro7n  this  fir  e  ?  And  it  shall  be  atiswered  thetn,  This  hath  befallen  you, 
for  that  when  one  GoD  was  preached  unto  you,  ye  believed  not ;  but  if 
a  plurality  of  gods  had  been  associated  with  him,  ye  had  believed;  and 

e  Thia  title  is  taken  from  tV.e  passage  wherein  mention  is  made  of  one  of  Pharaoh's  family 
*i\\o  believed  in  Moses. 

^  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IIL  p.  46,  &c. 

'  By  trading  into  Syria  and  Yaman.     See  chapter  3,  p.  52,  note  °\ 

k  These  are  the  Cherubim,  the  highest  order  of  angels,  who  approach  nearest  to  GOD  s  pre 
sence.l 

1  Having  first  created  us  in  a  state  of  death,  or  void  of  life  and  sensation,  and  then  givej? 
life  to  the  inanimate  body  ;"-  and  afterwards  caused  us  to  die  a  natural  death,  and  raised  ui 
again  at  the  resurrection.  Some  understand  the  first  death  to  be  a  natural  death,  and  th« 
second  that  in  the  sepulchre,  after  the  body  shall  have  been  there  raised  to  life  in  order  to  be 
examined  ;3  and  consequently  suppose  the  two  revivals  to  be  those  of  the  sepulchre  and  the 
resurrection. 4 

1  Al  Beidawi.  2  See  c  p.  2,  p.  4.  ^  See  Prelim   Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  60,  &c  «  AJ 
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judgment  belongeth  unto  the  high,  the  great  God.  Has  he  who  shovveth 
you  his  signs,  and  sendeth  down  food  unto  you  from  heaven  :  but  none 
will  be  admonished,  except  he  who  turneth  himself  unto  God.  Call 
therefore  upon  GOD,  exhibiting  your  religion  pure  unto  him,  although 
the  infidels  be  averse  thereto.  He  is  the  Being  of  exalted  degree,  the 
possessor  of  the  throne  \  who  sendeth  down  the  spirit,  at  his  command, 
on  such  of  his  servants  as  he  pleaseth  ;  that  he  may  warn  mankind  of 
the  day  of  meeting,™  the  day  whereon  they  shall  come  forth  out  of  their 
graves,  and  nothing  of  what  concerneth  them  shall  be  hidden  from  GOD. 
Unto  whom  will  the  kingdom  belo7ig,  on  that  day  ?  Unto  the  only,  the 
almighty  GOD.  On  that  day  shall  every  soul  be  rewarded  according  to 
its  merits  ;  there  shall  be  no  injustice  done  on  that  day.  Verily  God 
will  be  swift  in  taking  an  account.  Wherefore  warn  them,  O  prophet, 
of  the  day  which  shall  suddenly  approach ;  when  inen^s  hearts  shall  come 
lip  to  their  throats,  and  strangle  them.  The  ungodly  shall  have  no 
friend  or  intercessor  who  shall  be  heard.  God  will  know  the  deceitful 
eye,  and  that  which  their  breasts  conceal ;  and  God  will  judge  with 
truth  :  but  the  false  gods  which,  they  invoke  besides  him,  shall  not  judge 
at  all ;  for  GOD  is  he  who  heareth  atid  seeth.  Have  they  not  gone 
through  the  earth  and  seen  what  hath  been  the  end  of  those  who  were 
before  them  ?  They  were  more  mighty  than  these  in  strength,  and  left 
mo?'e  considerable  iootsie'^s  of  their  power  in  the  earth:  yet  GOD  chastised 
them  for  their  sins,  and  there  was  none  to  protect  them  from  GOD.  This 
they  stcffered,  because  their  apostles  had  come  unto  them  with  evident 
sigfts,  and  they  disbelieved  :  wherefore  God  chastised  them  ;  for  he  is 
strong,  and  severe  in  punishing.  We  heretofore  sent  Moses  with  our 
signs  and  manifest  power,  unto  Pharaoh,  and  Haman,  and  Karun  ; 
and  they  said,  He  is  a  sorcerer  and  a  liar.  And  when  he  came  unto 
them  with  the  truth  from  us,  they  said.  Slay  the  sons  of  those  who 
have  believed  with  him,  and  save  their  daughters  alive  :"  but  the  strata- 
gem of  the  infidels  2uas  no  other  than  vain.  And  Pharaoh  said.  Let 
me  alone,  that  I  may  kill  Moses  ;°  and  let  him  call  upon  his  Lord  : 
verily  I  fear  lest  he  change  your  religion,  or  cause  violence  to  appear 
in  the  earth.^  And  Moses  S2i\d  mtto  his  people^  Verily  I  have  recourse 
unto  my  Lord,  and  your  Lord,  to  defend  me  against  every  proud 
person,  who  believeth  not  in  the  day  of  account.  And  a  man  who  was 
a  true  believer,  of  the  family  of  Pharaoh,**  and  concealed  his  faith,  said, 
Will  ye  put  a  man  to  death,  because  he  saith,  God  is  my  Lord  ;  seeing 
he  is  come  unto  you  with  evident  signs  from  your  Lord  ?  If  he  be  a 
liar,  on  hiwawill  the  piuiishinent  of  hSs  falsehood  light;  but  if  he  speaketh 
the  truth,  some  of  those  jiidg7nents  with  which  he  threateneth  you,  will 
fall  upon  you  :  verily  GOD  directeth  not  him  who  is  a  transgressor  or 

^VVhen  the  Creator  and  his  creatures,^  the  inhabitants  of  heaven  and  of  earth,  the  false 
deities  and  their  worshippers,  the  oppressor  and  the  oppressed,  the  labourer  and  his  works, 
ehall  meet  each  other. ^ 

"  i.e..  Pursue  the  resolution  which  has  been  formerly  taken,  and  execute  it  more  strictly  for 
the  future.     See  chapter  7,  p.  117,  note  "". 

o  For  they  advised  him  not  to  put  Moses  to  death,  lest  it  should  be  thought  he  was  not  able 
to  oppose  him  by  dint  of  argument. 1 

P  By_ raising  of  commotions  and  seditions,  in  order  to  introduce  his  new  religion. 

%  This  seems  to  be  the  same  person  who  is  mentioned,  chapter  28,  p.  291. 

\  "  See  cap.  6,  p.  gi         6  Al  Beldawi,  Jallal         1  Al  Beid*Avi. 
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a  liar.  O  my  people,  the  kingdom  is  yours  this  day  ;  and  ye  are  con- 
spicuous in  the  earth  :  but  who  shall  defend  us  from  the  scourge  of 
God,  if  it  come  unto  us  ?'  Pharaoh  said,  I  only  propose  to  you  what 
I  think  to  be  viost  expedient :  and  I  guide  you  only  into  the  right  path. 
And  he  who  had  believed,  said,  O  my  people,  verily  I  fear  for  you  t.  day  like 
that  of  the  confederates  against  the  prophets  informer  times;  a  condi- 
tion like  that  of  the  people  of  Noah,  and  the  tribes  of  Ad,  and  Thamud, 
and  of  those  who  have  lived  after  them  :  for  GoD  willeth  not  that  any 
injustice  be  done  unto  his  servants.  O  my  people,  verily  I  fear  for  you 
the  day  whereon  men  shall  call  unto  one  another  ;'  the  day  whereon 
ye  shall  be  turned  back  from  the  tribunal,  and  drive?i  to  hell :  then 
shall  ye  have  none  to  protect  you  against  GOD.  And  he  whom  GOD 
shall  cause  to  err,  shall  have  no  director.  Joseph  came  unto  you,  before 
Moses,  with  evident  signs j  but  ye  ceased  not  to  doubt  of  the  religion 
which  he  preached  unto  you,  until,  when  he  died,  ye  said,  GOD  will  by 
no  means  send  another  apostle,  after  him.  Thus  doth  GOD  cause  him 
to  err,  who  is  a  transgressor  and  z.  sceptic.  They  who  dispute  against 
the  signs  of  God,  without  any  authority  which  hath  come  unto  them, 
are  in  great  abomination  with  GOD,  and  with  those  who  believe.  Thus 
doth  God  seal  up  every  proud  a7id  stubborn  heart.  And  Pharaoh  said, 
O  Haman,  build  me  a  tower,  that  I  may  reach  the  tracts,  the  tracts  of 
heaven,  and  may  view  the  GOD  of  Moses  ;*  for  I  verily  think  him  to  be 
a  liar.  And  thus  the  evil  of  his  work  was  prepared  for  Pharaoh,  and 
he  turned  aside  from  the  right  path  :  and  the  stratagems  of  Pharaoh 
ended  only  in  loss.  And  he  who  had  believed,  said,  O  my  people, 
follow  me  :  I  will  guide  you  into  the  right  way.  O  my  people,  verily 
this  present  life  is  but  a  temporary  enjoyment ;  but  the  life  to  come  is 
the  mansion  of  firm  continuance.  Whoever  worketh  evil,  shall  only 
be  rewarded  in  equal  proportion  to  the  same  :  but  whoever  worketh 
good,  whether  male  or  female,  and  is  a  true  believer,  they  shall  enter 
paradise  ;  they  shall  be  provided  for  therein  superabundantly.     And, 

0  my  people,  as  for  me,  I  invite  you  to  salvation  ;  but  ye  invite  me  to 
hell  fire  :  ye  invite  me  to  deny  GOD,  and  to  associate  with  him  that 
tvhereof  I  have  no  knowledge  ;  but  I  invite  you  to  the  most  mighty, 
the  forgiver  of  sins.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  \h^  false  gods  to  which 
ye  invite  me,  deserve  not  to  be  invoked,  either  in  this  world  or  in  the 
next ;  and  that  we  must  return  unto  GOD  ;  and  that  the  transgressors 
shall  be  the  inhabitants  of  hell  fire  :  and  ye  shall  then  remember  what 

1  flow  say  unto  you.  And  I  commit  my  affair  unto  GOD  :  for  GOD  re- 
gardeth  his  servants.  Wherefore  GOD  delivered  him  from  the  evils 
which  they  had  devised  ;  and  a  grievous  punishment  encompassed  the 
people  of  Pharaoh."    They  shall  be  exposed  to  the  fire  of  hell  morning 

•"  See  the  speech  of  Gamaliel  to  the  Jewish  Sanhedrim,  when  the  apostles  were  brought 
before  them. 2 

*  i.e..  The  day  of  judgment,  when  the  inhabitants  of  paradise  and  of  hell  shall  enter  into 
mutual  discourse  :  when  the  latter  shall  call  for  help,  and  the  seducers  and  the  seduced  shall 
cast  the  blame  upon  each  other.  ^ 

•  See  chapter  28,  p.  293. 

w  Some  are  of  opinion  that  those  who  were  sent  by  Pharaoh  to  seize  the  true  believer,  his 
kinsman,  are  the  persons  more  particularly  meant  in  this  place  :  for  they  tell  us  that  the  said 
believer  fled  to  a  mountain,  where  they  found  him  at  prayers,  guarded  by  the  wild  beasts, 

2  Acts  V.  38,  39         3  Al  Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddin 
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and  evening  :^  and  the  day  whereon  the  hour  of  judgment  shall  come, 
it  shall  be  said  unie  them,  Enter,  O  people  of  Pharaoh,  into  a  most 
severe  torment.  And  think  on  the  time  when  the  infidels  shall  dispute 
together  in  hell  fire  ;  and  the  weak  shall  say  unto  those  who  behaved 
with  arrogance,^  Verily  we  were  your  followers  :  will  ye,  therefore, 
relieve  us  from  a7iy  part  of  this  fire  ?  Those  who  behaved  with 
arrogance  shall  answer,  Verily  we  are  all  doomed  to  suffer  therein  :  for 
God  hath  now  judged  between  his  servants.  And  they  who  shall  be  in 
the  fire,  shall  say  unto  the  keepers  of  hell,^  Call  ye  on  your  Lord, 
that  he  would  ease  us,  for  one  day,  from  this  punishment.  They  shall 
answer,  Did  not  your  apostles  come  unto  you  with  evident  proofs  ? 
They  shall  say.  Yea.  The  keepers  shall  reply,  Do  ye  therefore  call  07i 
God :  but  the  calling  of  the  unbelievers  07i  him  shall  be  only  in  vain. 
Vv^'e  will  surely  assist  our  opostles,  and  those  who  believe,  in  this  present 
life,  and  on  the  day  whereon  the  witnesses  shall  stand  forth  ;  a  day, 
whereon  the  excuse  of  the  unbelievers  shall  not  avail  them  ;  but  a 
curse  shall  attend  them,  and  a  wretched  abode.  We  heretofore  gave 
unto  Moses  a  direction  :  and  we  left  as  an  inheritance  unto  the  children 
of  Israel  the  book  of  the  law ;  a  direction,  and  an  admonition  to 
men  of  understanding.  Wherefore  do  thou,  O  prophet.,  bear  the  insults 
of  the  ififidels  with  patience  ;  for  the  promise  of  God  is  true  :  and 
ask  pardon  for  thy  fault  f  and  celebrate  the  praise  of  thy  Lord,  in 
the  evening  and  in  the  morning.  As  to  those  who  impugn  the  signs  of 
God,  without  any  convincing  proof  which  hath  been  revealed  unto  them, 
there  is  nothing  but  pride  in  their  breasts  ;^  but  they  shall  not  attain 
their  desire  :  wherefore,  fly  for  refuge  unto  GOD,  for  it  is  he  who  heareth 
and  seeth.  Verily  the  creation  of  heaven  and  earth  is  more  consider- 
able than  the  creation  of  man :  but  the  greater  part  of  men  do  not 
understand.  The  blind  and  the  seeing  shall  not  be  held  equal ;  nor 
they  who  believe  and  work  righteousness,  and  the  evil-doer  :  how  few 
revolve  these  things  in  their  mind  !  The  last  hour  will  surely  come  ; 
there  is  no  doubt  thereof :  but  the  greater  part  of  men  believe  it  not. 
Your  Lord  saith,  Call  upon  me,  and  I  will  hear  you :  but  they  who 
proudly  disdain  my  service  shall  enter  with  ignominy  into  hell.  //  is 
God  who  hath  appointed  the  night  for  you  to  take  your  rest  therein, 
and  the  day  to  give  yott  light :  verily  God  is  endued  with  beneficence 
towards  mankind  ;  but  the  greater  part  of  men  do  not  give  thanks. 
This  is  God,  your  LORD  ;  the  Creator  of  all  things :  there  is  no  GOD 
besides  him  :  how  therefore  are  ye  turned  aside  from  his  worship  ? 
Thus  are  they  turned  aside  who  oppose  the  signs  of  God.     //  is  GoD 

which  ranged  themselves  in  order  about  hiin,  and  tnat  his  pursuers  thereupon  returned  in  a 
great  fright  to  their  master,  who  put  them  to  death  for  not  performing  his  command.  1 

*  Some  expound  these  words  of  the  previous  punishment  they  are  doomed  to  suffer  according 
to  a  tradition  of  Ebn  Masud,  which  informs  us  that  their  souls  are  in  liie  crops  of  black  birds, 
which  are  exposed  to  hell  fire  every  morning  and  evening  until  the  day  of  judgment.2 

y  See  chapter  14,  p.  187,  note 

*  See  chapter  74. 

a  In  being  too  backward  and  negligent  in  advancing  the  true  religion,  for  fear  of  the  infidels.3 
°  This  sentence  may  be  understood  generally,  though  it  was  revealed  on  account  of  the  idola- 
trous Meccans  or  of  the  Jews,  who  said  of  Mohammed,  This  man  is  7iot  our  lord,  hit  the 
Messias,  the  Son  of  David,  whose  kingdovi  iviil  be  extended  over  sea  and  land.^ 

I  Al  Beidawi.  '-  Idem.         3  Idem.         ''  idem- 
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who  hath  given  you  the  earth  for  a  stable  floor,  and  the  heaven  for  a 
ceiling :  and  who  hath  formed  you,  and  made  your  forms  beautiful ; 
and  feedeth  you  with  good  things.  This  is  GOD,  your  LORD.  Where- 
fore, blessed  be  God,  the  Lord  of  all  creatures  !  He  is  the  living  God : 
there  is  no  God  but  he.  Wherefore  call  upon  him,  exhibiting  unto  him 
rtie  pure  religion.  Praise  be  unto  God,  the  Lord  of  all  creatures  ! 
Say,  Verily  I  am  forbidden  to  worship  the  deities  which  ye  invoke,  be- 
sides God,  after  that  evident  proofs  have  come  unto  me  from  my  Lord  ; 
and  I  am  commanded  to  resign  myself  unto  the  Lord  of  all  creatures. 
//  is  he  who  first  created  you  of  dust,  and  afterwards  of  seed,  and 
afterwards  of  coagulated  blood  ;  and  afterwards  brought  you  forth 
infants  oict  of  yoiir  mothers'  wombs:  then  he  permit teth  you  to  attain 
your  age  of  full  strength,  and  afterwards  to  grow  old  men  (but  some  of 
you  die  before  that  age),  and  to  arrive  at  the  determined  period  oj your 
lifef  that  peradventure  ye  may  understand.  //  is  he  who  giveth  life, 
and  causeth  to  die :  and  when  he  decreeth  a  thing,  he  only  saitli  unto 
it.  Be,  and  it  is.  Dost  thou  not  observe  those  who  dispute  against  the 
signs  of  God,  how  they  are  turned  aside  from  the  true  faitli  ?  They 
who  charge  with  falsehood  the  book  of  the  Koran,  and  the  other  scrip- 
tures and  revealed  doctrines  which  we  sent  owx  former  apostle  to  preach, 
shall  hereafter  know  their  folly;  when  the  collars  shall  be  on  their 
necks,  and  the  chains  by  which  they  shall  be  dragged  into  hell :  then 
shall  they  be  burned  in  the  fire.  And  it  shall  be  said  unto  them.  Where 
are  the  gods  which  ye  associated,  besides  GOD  .'*  They  shall  answisr, 
They  have  withdrawn  themselves  from  us  :  yea,  we  called  on  nothing*^ 
heretofore.  Thus  doth  GoD  lead  the  unbelievers  into  error.  This 
hath  befallen  you,  for  that  ye  rejoiced  insolently  on  earth  in  that  which 
was  false  ;  and  for  that  ye  were  elated  with  immoderate  joy.  Enter 
ye  the  gates  of  hell,  to  remain  therein  y^r  ever :  and  wretched  shall  be 
the  abode  of  the  haughty  !  Wherefore  persevere  with  patience,  O 
Mohammed;  for  the  promise  of  GOD  is  true.  Whether  we  cause  thee 
to  see  any  part  of  the  pu7iishment  with  which  we  have  threatened  them, 
or  whether  we  cause  thee  to  die  before  thou  see  it;  before  us  shall  they 
be  assembled  at  the  last  day.  We  have  sent  a  great  number  <?/"apostles 
before  thee  f  the  histories  oJ  some  of  whom  we  have  related  unto  thee, 
and  the  histories  of  others  of  them  we  have  not  related  unto  thee  :  but 
no  apostle  had  the  power  to  produce  a  sign,  unless  by  the  permission 
of  God.  When  the  command  of  GOD,  therefore,  shall  come,  judgment 
shall  be  given  with  truth  ;  and  then  shall  they  perish  who  endeavour 
to  render  the  signs  of  God  of  no  effect.  It  is  God  who  hath  given  you 
the  cattle,  that  ye  may  ride  on  some  <?/"them,  and  may  eat  of  others  of 
them  (ye  also  receive  other  advantages  therefrom) ;'  and  that  on  them 
ye  may  arrive  at  the  business  proposed  in  your  mind  :  and  on  them  are 
ye  carried  by  land,  and  on  ships  by  sea.  And  he  showeth  you  his  signs ; 
which,  therefore,  of  the  signs  of  GOD  will  ye  deny  ?  Do  they  not  pass 
through  the  earth,  and  see  what  hatli  been  the  end  of  those  who  were 

^  See  chapter  22,  p.  250. 
*•  Seeing  an  idol  is  nothing  in  the  world. ^ 
'  See  the  rrelim.  Disc.  S«ct.  IV.  p.  59. 
f  See  chapter  16,  p.  155 

1  idem. 
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before  them  ?  They  were  more  numerous  than  these,  and  more  mighty 
in  strength,  and  left  more  considerable  rs\OT\\iv[iQnX.s  of  their  power  m  the 
earth  :  yet  that  which  they  had  acquired  profited  them  not.  And  when 
their  apostles  came  unto  them  with  evident /r^^  of  their  mission^  they 
rejoiced  in  the  knowledge  which  was  with  them  :«  but  that  which  they 
mocked  at  encompassed  them.  And  when  they  beheld  our  vengeance, 
they  said,  We  believe  in  God  alone,  and  we  renounce  the  idols  which 
we  associated  with  him :  but  their  faith  availed  them  not,  after  they  had 
beholden  our  vengeance.  This  was  the  ordinance  of  God,  which  was 
formerly  observed  in  respect  to  his  servants:  and  then  did  the  un- 
believers perish, 


CHAPTER.  XLI. 

ENTITLED,  ARE  DISTINCTLY  EXPLAINED  ;^  REVEALED  AT  MECCA. 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

T  T  M.*  This  is  a  revelation  from  the  most  Merciful :  a  book  the 
■■■  -■■  •  verses  whereof  are  distinctly  explained,^  an  Arabic  Koran  for 
the  instruction  of  people  who  understand  ;  bearing  good  tidings,  and 
denouncing  threats  :  but  the  greater  part  of  them  turn  aside,  and 
hearken  not  thereto.  And  they  say,  Our  hearts  are  veiled  from  the 
doctrine  to  which  thou  invitest  us  ;  and  there  is  a  deafness  in  our 
ears,  and  a  curtain  between  us  and  thee  :  wherefore  act  thou  as  thou 
shall  think  fit;  for  we  shall  act  according  to  our  own  sentiments.  Say, 
Verily  I  am  only  a  man  like  you.  It  is  revealed  unto  me  that  your 
God  is  one  God  :  wherefore  direct  your  way  straight  unto  him ;  and 
ask  pardon  of  him^r  what  is  past.  And  woe  be  to  the  idolaters  ;  who 
give  not  the  appointed  alms,  and  believe  not  in  the  life  to  come  !  But 
as  to  those  who  believe  and  work  righteousness  ;  they  shall  receive  an 
everlasting  reward.  Say,  Do  ye  indeed  disbelieve  in  him  who  created 
the  earth  in  two  days  '}  and  do  ye  set  up  equals  unto  him  ?  He  is  the 
Lord  of  all  creatures.  And  he  placed  in  the  earth  mountains  firmly 
rooted,"^  risiitg  above  the  same  :  and  he  blessed  it ;  and  provided 
therein  the  food  of  the  creatures  designed  to  be  the  inhabitants  thereof, 
in  four  days  f  equally  for  those  who  ask."    Then  he  set  his  mind  to 

g  Being  prejudiced  in  favour  of  their  own  erroneous  doctrines,  and  despising  the  instructions 
of  the  prophets. 

b  Some  entitle  this  chapter  Worshipy  or  Adoration,  because  the  infidels  are  herein  commanded 
to  forsake  the  worship  of  idols,  and  to  worship  God  :  but  the  thirty-second  chapter  bearing 
the  same  title,  that  which  we  have  here  prefixed  is,  for  distinction,  generally  used. 

»  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  III.  p.  46,  &c. 

^  See  chapter  11,  p.  158,  note  y. 

1  viz..  The  two  first  days  of  the  week.^ 

""  See  chapter  16,  p.  196. 

"  That  is,  including  the  two  fprmer  days  wherein  the  earth  was  created. 

*  i  €.y  For  all,  in  proportion  to  the  necessity  of  each,  and  as  their  several  appetites  require, 

I  TallaloMHm 
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the  creation  ^heaven  ;  and  it  was  smoke  '?  and  he  said  unto  it,  and  to 
the  earth,  Come,  either  obediently,  or  against  your  will.  They  an- 
swered, We  come,  obedient  to  thy  command.  And  he  formed  them 
into  seven  heavens,  in  two  days  ;^  and  revealed  unto  every  heaven  its 
office.  And  we  adorned  the  lower  heaven  with  lights,  and  placed  there- 
in a  guard  of  angels.^  This  is  the  disposition  of  the  mighty,  the  wise 
God.  If  the  Meccans  withdraw  from  these  instructions^  say,  I  denounce 
unto  you  a  sudden  destruction,  like  the  destmction  of  Ad  and  Thamud. 
When  the  apostles  came  unto  them  before  them  and  behind  them,' 
saying,  Worship  GoD  alone ;  they  answered,  If  our  Lord  had  been 
pleased  to  send  messengers,  he  had  surely  sent  angels  :  and  we  believe 
not  the  message  with  which  ye  are  sent.  As  to  the  tribe  of  Ad,  they 
behaved  insolently  in  the  earth,  without  reason,  and  said,  Who  is  more 
mighty  than  we  in  strength.?  Did  they  not  see  that  GOD,  who  had 
created  them,  was  more  mighty  than  they  in  strength  ?  And  they  know- 
ingly rejected  our  signs.  Wherefore  we  sent  against  them  a  piercing 
wind,  on  days  of  ill  luck,*  that  we  might  make  them  taste  the  punish- 
ment of  shame  in  this  world  :  but  the  punishment  of  the  life  to  come 
will  be  more  shameful ;  and  they  shall  not  be  protected  therefrom. 
And  as  to  Thamud,  we  directed  them  ;  but  they  loved  blindness  better 
than  the  true  direction  :  wherefore  the  terrible  noise  of  an  ignominious 
punishment  assailed  them,  for  that  which  they  had  deserved ;  but  we 
delivered  those  who  believed  and  feared  God^  And  warn  them  o/xhQ 
day,  on  which  the  enemies  of  GOD  shall  be  gathered  together  unto  hell 
fire,  and  shall  march  in  distinct  bands ;  until,  when  they  shall  airive  there- 
at, their  ears,  and  their  eyes,  and  their  skins  shall  bear  witness  against 
them  of  that  which  they  shall  have  wrought.  And  they  shall  say  unto 
their  skins.  Wherefore  do  ye  bear  witness  against  us  ?  They  shall  answer, 
God  hath  caused  us  to  speak,  who  giveth  speech  unto  all  things  :  he 
created  you  the  first  time ;  and  unto  him  are  ye  returned.  Ye  did  not  hide 
yourselves,  while  ye  sinned^  so  that  your  ears,  and  your  eyes,  and  your 
skins  could  not  bear  witness  against  you  '?-  but  ye  thought  that  GOD 
was  ignorant  of  many  things  which  ye  did.  This  was  your  opinion, 
which  ye  imagined  of  your  Lord  :  it  hath  ruined  you ;  and  ye  are 

Some  refer  the  word  saw&an,  here  translated  equally,  and  which  also  signifies  completely,  to 
the  four  days  ;  and  suppose  the  meaning  to  be  that  God  created  these  things  in  just  so  many 
entire  and  complete  days.2 

P  Or  darkiiess.  Al  Zamakhshari  says  this  smoke  proceeded  from  the  waters  under  the  throne 
of  God  (which  throne  was  one  of  the  things  created  before  the  heavens  and  the  earth),  and  rose 
above  the  water ;  that  the  water  being  dried  up,  the  earth  was  formed  out  of  it,  and  the  heavens 
out  of  the  smoke  which  had  mounted  aloft. 

^  viz..  On  the  fifth  and  sixth  days  of  the  week.  It  is  said  the  heavens  were  created  on 
Ihursday,  and  the  sun,  moon,  and  stars  on  Friday ;  in  the  evening  of  which  last  day  Adam 
was  made. 3 

'"  See  chapter  15. 

^  That  is,  on  every  side  ;  persuading  and  urging  them  continually,  and  by  arguments  drawn 
from  past  examples,  and  the  expectation  of  future  rewards  or  punishments. 

'  It  is  said  that  this  wind  continued  from  Wednesday  to  Wednesday  inclusive,  being  the  latter 
end  of  the  month  Shawal ;  and  that  a  Wednesday  is  the  day  whereon  God  sends  down  his 
judgments  on  a  wicked  people.* 

"  See  chapter  7,  p.  112,  &c. 

*  i.e.,  Ve  hid  your  crimes  from  men,  little  thinking  that  your  very  members,  from  which  ye 
could  not  hide  them,  would  rise  up  as  witnesses  against  you. 

'  Idem,  al  Beidawi         ^  Idem.         *  Idcif^ 
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become  lost  people.  Whether  they  bear  their  torment,  hell  fire  shall  be 
their  abode ;  or  whether  they  beg  for  favour,  they  shall  not  obtain 
favour.  And  we  will  give  them  the  devils  to  be  their  companions  ;  for 
they  dressed  up  for  them  the  false  notions  which  they  e7itertained  oj 
ihis  present  world,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come  ;  and  the  sentence 
justly  fitteth  them,  which  was  formerly  pronounced  on  the  nations  of 
genii  and  men  who  were  before  them  ;  for  they  perished.  The  un- 
believers say,  Hearken  not  unto  this  Koran  :  but  use  vain  discourse^ 
during  the  reading  thereof ;  that  ye  may  overcome  the  voice  of  the 
reader  by  your  scoffs  and  laughter.  Wherefore  we  will  surely  cause  the 
unbelievers  to  taste  a  grievous  punishment,  and  we  will  certainly  reward ! 
them  for  the  evils  which  they  shall  have  wrought.  This  shall  be  the 
reward  of  the  enemies  of  God,  na7nely,  hell  fire ;  therein  is  prepared 
for  them  an  everlasting  abode,  as  a  reward  for  that  they  have  wittingly 
rejected  our  signs.  And  the  infidels  shall  say  in  hell,  O  Lord,  show  us 
the  two  who  seduced  us,  of  the  genii  and  men,^  and  we  will  cast  them 
under  our  feet,  that  they  may  become  most  base  and  despicable.  As 
for  those  who  say.  Our  Lord  is  GOD,  and  who  behave  uprightly  ;  the 
angels  shall  descend  unto  them,*  and  shall  say^  Fear  not,  neither  be  ye 
grieved ;  but  rejoice  in  the  hopes  of  paradise,  which  ye  have  been 
promised.  We  are  your  friends  in  this  life,  and  in  that  which  is  to 
come  :  therein  shall  ye  have  that  which  your  souls  shall  desire,  and 
therein  shall  ye  obtain  whatever  ye  shall  ask  for  ;  as  a  gift  from  a 
gracious  and  merciful  God.  Who  speaketh  better  than  he  who  in- 
viteth  unto  God,  and  worketh  righteousness,  and  saith,  I  am  a  Moslem  ? 
Good  and  evil  shall  not  be  held  equal.  Turn  away  evil  with  that 
which  is  better  ;  and  behold  the  man  between  whom  and  thyself  there 
was  enmity,  shall  become,  as  it  were,  thy  warmest  friend  :  but  none 
shall  attain  to  this  perfection,  except  they  who  are  patient ;  nor  shall , 
any  attain  thereto,  except  he  who  is  endued  with  a  great  happiness  of 
temper.  And  if  a  malicious  suggestion  be  offered  unto  thee  from 
Satan,  have  recourse  unto  God  ;  for  //  is  he  who  heareth  and  knoweth. 
Among  the  signs  of  his  power  are  the  night,  and  the  day,  and  the  sun, 
and  the  moon.  Worship  not  the  sun,  neither  the  moon  :  but  worship 
God,  who  hath  created  them ;  if  ye  serve  him.  But  if  they  proudly 
disdain  his  service;  verily  the  angels,  who  are  with  thy  Lord,  praise 
him  night  and  day,  and  are  not  wearied.  And  among  his  signs  another 
is,  that  thou  seest  the  land  waste  :  but  when  we  send  down  rain  thereon, 
it  is  stirred  and  fermenteth.  And  he  who  quickeneth  the  earth,  will 
surely  quicken  the  dead  ;  for  he  is  almighty.  Verily  those  who  im- 
piously wrong  our  signs,  are  not  concealed  from  us.  Is  he,  therefore, 
better,  who  shall  be  cast  into  hell  fire,  or  he  who  shall  appear  secure 
on  the  day  of  resurrection }  Work  that  which  ye  will  :  he  certainly 
beholdeth  whatever  ye  do.    Verily  they  who  believe  not  in  the  admoni- 

r  Or,  talk  aloud.  _ 

*  i.e..  Those  of  either  species,  who  drew  us  into  sin  and  ruin.  Some  suppose  that  the  two 
more  particularly  intended  here  are  Eblis  and  Cain,  the  two  authors  of  infidelity  and  murder.l 

*  Either  while  they  are  living  on  earth  to  dispose  their  minds  to  good,  to  preserve  them  from 
temptations,  and  to  comfort  them  ;  or  at  the  hour  of  death  to  support  them  in  their  last  agony  ; 
or  at  their  coming  forth  from  their  graves  at  the  resurrection. 8 

^  Idem,  Jallalo'ddio.        '  Idem. 
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tion  of  the  Kordn,  after  it  hath  come  unto  them,  shall  one  day  be  dis- 
covered. It  is  certainly  a  book  of  infinite  value :  vanity  shall  not 
approach  it,  either  from  before  it  or  from  behind  it  :^  it  is  a  revelation 
from  a  wise  God,  whose  praise  is  justly  to  be  celebrated.  No  other  is 
said  unto  thee  by  the  infidels  of  Mecca,  than  what  hath  been  formerly 
said  unto  the  apostles  before  thee  :  verily  thy  Lord  is  inchned  to 
forgiveness,  and  is  also  able  to  chastise  severely.  If  we  had  revealed 
the  Koran  in  a  foreign  language,"  they  had  surely  said,  Unless  the 
signs  thereof  be  distinctly  explained,  we  will  not  receive  the  safne :  is 
the  book  vjritten  in  a  foreign  tongue,  and  the  person  unto  whom  it  is 
directed  an  Arabian  ?  Answer,  It  is,  unto  those  who  believe,  a  sure 
guide,  and  a  remedy  for  doubt  and  uncertainty :  but  unto  those  who 
believe  not,  it  is  a  thickness  of  hearing  in  their  ears,  and  it  is  a  darkness 
which  covereth  them ;  these  are  as  they  who  are  called  unto  from  a 
distant  place.**  We  heretofore  gave  the  book  of  the  law  unto  Moses  ; 
and  a  dispute  arose  concerning  the  same  :  and  if  a  previous  decree  had 
not  proceeded  from  thy  LORD,  to  respite  the  opposers  of  that  revelation^ 
verily  the  matter  had  been  decided  between  them,  by  the  destruction  of 
the  infidels;  for  they  were  in  a  very  great  doubt  as  to  the  same.  He 
who  doth  rigM,  doth  it  to  the  advantage  of  his  own  soul ;  and  he  who 
doth  evil,  doth  it  against  the  same :  for  thy  LORD  is  not  unjust  towards 
his  servants.  (XXV.)  Unto  him  is  reserved  the  knowledge  of  the 
hour  of  J2tdgme)it :  and  no  fruit  cometh  forth  from  the  knops  which 
involve  it ;  neither  doth  any  female  conceive  in  her  womb,  nor  is 
she  delivered  of  her  burden,  without  his  knowledge.  On  the  day 
whereon  he  shall  call  them  to  him,  saying,  Where  are  my  companions 
which  ye  ascribed  unto  me?  they  shall  answer.  We  assure  thee  there 
is  no  witness  of  this  matter  among  us  :®  and  the  idols  which  they 
called  on  before,  shall  withdraw  themselves  from  them ;  and  they 
shal)  perceive  that  there  will  be  no  way  to  escape.  Man  is  not 
wearied  with  asking  good  ;  but  if  evil  befall  him,  he  despondeth  and 
despaireth.  And  if  we  cause  him  to  taste  mercy  from  us,  after  affliction 
hath  touched  him,  he  surely  saith.  This  is  due  to  me  o?i  account  of 
my  deserts :  I  do  not  think  the  hour  of  judgment  will  ever  come ; 
and  if  I  be  brought  before  my  LORD,  I  shall  surely  attain,  with  him, 
the  most  excellent  condition.  But  we  will  then  declare  unto  those 
who  shall  not  have  believed,  that  which  they  have  wrought ;  and  we 
will  surely  cause  them  to  taste  a  most  severe  punishment.  When 
we  confer  favours  on  man,  he  turneth  aside,  and  departeth  without 
returning  thanks :  but  when  evil  toucheth  him,  he  is  frequent  at  prayer. 
Say,  What  think  ye  ?  if  the  Koran  be  from  GOD,  and  ye  believe  not 
therein  ;  who  will  lie  under  a  greater  error,  than  he  who  dissenteth 
widely  therefrojn?  Hereafter  we  will  show  them  our  signs  in  the 
regions  of  the  earth,  and  in  themselves  ;'  until  it  become  manifest  unto 

b  That  is,  it  shall  not  be  prevailed  against,  or  frustrated  by  any  means  or  in  any  respect 
whatever. 
^  See  chapter  i6,  p.  203,  &c. 

d  Being  so  far  off  that  they  hear  not,  or  understand  not  the  voice  of  him  who  calls  to  them. 
*  For  they  shall  disclaim  their  idols  at  the  resurrection. 
'  By  the  surprising  victories  apd  conquests  of  Mohammed  and  his  successor^,! 

1  Al  Bcidawi 


J 
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them  that  this  book  is  the  truth.  Is  it  not  sufficient  for  thee  that  thy 
Lord  i3  witness  of  all  things?  Are  they  not  in  a  doubt  as  to  the 
meeting  of  their  Lord  at  the  resurrection  f  Doth  not  he  encompass 
all  things  ? 


CHAPTER  XLIL 
ENTITLED,  CONSULTATION  ;8  REVEALED  AT  MECCA.*» 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

HM.  A.  S.  K.*  Thus  doth  the  mighty,  the  wise  God,  reveal  his 
•  will  unto  thee  ;  and  in  like  manner  did  he  reveal  it  unto  the 
prophets  who  were  before  thee.  Unto  him  belongeth  whatever  is  in 
heaven  and  in  earth  ;  and  he  is  the  high,  the  great  God.  It  wanteth 
little  but  that  the  heavens  be  rent  in  sunder  from  above,  at  the  awful- 
ness  of  his  majesty :  the  angels  celebrate  the  praise  of  their  Lord,  and 
ask  pardon  for  those  who  dwell  in  the  earth.  Is  not  GOD  the  forgiver 
of  sins,  the  merciful  ?  But  as  to  those  who  take  other  gods  for  their 
patrons,  besides  him,  God  observeth  their  actions :  for  thou  art  not  a 
steward  over  them.  Thus  have  we  revealed  unto  thee  an  Arabic  Koran, 
that  thou  may  est  warn  the  metropolis  of  Mecca,  and  the  Arabs  who 
dwell  round  about  it ;  and  mayest  threaten  them  with  the  day  of  the 
general  assembly,  of  which  there  is  no  doubt :  one  part  shall  then  be 
placed  \w  paradise,  and  another  part  in  hell.  If  God  had  pleased,  he 
had  made  them  cill  of  one  religion  :  but  he  leadeth  whom  he  pleaseth 
into  his  mercy ;  and  the  unjust  shall  have  no  patron  or  helper.  Do 
they  take  other  patrons,  besides  him  '^.  whereas  God  is  the  otily  true 
patron  :  he  quickeneth  the  dead ;  and  he  is  almighty.  Whatever 
matter  ye  disagree  about,  the  decision  thereof  appertaineth  unto  GOD. 
This  is  God, my  Lord  :  in  him  do  I  trust,  and  unto  him  do  I  turn  me; 
the  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth  :  he  hath  given  you  wives  of  your  own 
species,  and  cattle  both  male  and  female  ;  by  which  means  he  multi- 
plieth  you  :  there  is  nothing  like  him ;  and  //  is  he  who  heareth  atid 
seeth.  His  are  the  keys  of  heaven  and  earth  :  he  bestoweth  provision 
abundantly  on  whom  he  pleaseth,  and  he  is  sparing  unto  whom  he 
pleaseth;  for  he  knoweth  all  things.  He  hath  ordained  you  the  religion 
which  he  commanded  Noah,  and  which  we  have  revealed  unto  thee,  O 
Mohammed,  and  which  we  commanded  Abraham,  and  Moses,  and 
Jesus  '?•  saying,  Observe  this  religion,  and  be  not  divided  therein.  The 
worship  of  one  God,  to  which  thou  invitest  them,  is  grievous  unto  the 

g  The  title  is  taken  from  the  verse  wherein  the  believers  are  commended,  among  other  things, 
for  using  deliberation  in  their  affairs,  and  consulting  together  in  order  to  act  for  the  best. 
Some,  instead  of  this  word,  prefix  the  five  single  letters  with  which  the  chapter  begins. 

^  Jallalo'ddin  excepts  three  verses,  beginning  with  these  words.  Say,  I  ask  not  o/ you,/0t 
this  tny  preaching,  any  reward,  &c. 

'  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  III.  p.  46,  &c. 

*  See  ibid.  Sect.  IV.  p.  55  and  59.  « 
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unbelievers  :  GoD  will  elect  thereto  whom  he  pleasetn,  and  will  direct 
unto  the  same  him  who  shall  repent.  Those  who  lived  in  ti?nes  past 
were  not  divided  among  themselves,  until  after  that  the  knowledge  of 
God^s  t^nifyhad  come  unto  them;  through  their  own perverseness  :  and 
unless  a  previous  decree  had  passed  from  thy  LORD,  to  bear  with  them 
till  a  determined  time,  verily  the  matter  hdid  been  decided  between  them, 
by  the  destruction  of  the  gainsayers.  They  who  have  inherited  the 
scriptures  after  them,^  are  certainly  in  a  perplexing  doubt  concerning 
the  same.^  Wherefore  invite  the77t  to  receive  the  sure  faith,  and  be 
urgent  with  them,  as  thou  hast  been  commanded  ;  and  follow  not  their 
vai7t  desires  :  and  say,  I  believe  in  all  the  scriptures  which  God  hath 
sent  down  ;  and  I  am  commanded  to  establish  justice  among  you  :  GOD 
is  our  Lord  and  your  LORD  :  unto  us  will  our  works  be  imputed,  and 
unto  you  will  your  works  be  imputed:  let  there  be  no  wrangling  between 
us  and  you ;  for  GOD  will  assemble  us  all  at  the  last  day,  and  unto  him 
shall  we  return.  As  to  those  who  dispute  concerning  GOD,  after 
obedience  hath  been  paid  him  by  7'eceiving  his  religion,  their  disputing 
shall  be  vain  in  the  sight  of  their  Lord  ;  and  wrath  shall  fall  on  them, 
and  they  shall  suffer  a  grievous  punishment.  //  is  GOD  who  hath  sent 
down  the  scripture  with  truth;  and  the  balance  of  true  judgmejit :  and 
what  shall  inform  thee  whether  the  hour  be  nigh  at  hand  ?  They  who 
believe  not  therein,  wish  it  to  be  hastened  by  way  of  mockery :  but  they 
who  believe  dread  the  same,  and  know  it  to  be  the  truth.  Are  not  those 
who  dispute  concerning  the  last  hour  in  a  wide  error  ?  God  is  boun- 
teous unto  his  servants  :  he  provideth  for  whom  he  pleaseth  ;  and  he 
is  the  strong,  the  mighty.  Whoso  chooseth  the  tillage  of  the  life  to  come," 
unto  him  will  we  give  increase  in  his  tillage  :  and  whoso  chooseth  the 
tillage  of  this  world,  we  will  give  him  the  fruit  thereof ;  but  he  shall 
have  no  part  in  the  life  to  come.  Have  the  idolaters  deities  which 
ordain  them  a  religion  which  GOD  hath  not  allowed?  But  had  it  not 
been  for  the  decree  of  respiting  their  punishment  to  the  day  ^separat- 
ing the  infidels  from  the  true  believer s,]ndgmtnt  had  been  already  given 
between  them :  for  the  unjust  shall  surely  suffer  a  painful  torment.  On 
that  day  thou  shalt  see  the  unjust  in  great  terror,  because  of  their 
demerits  ;  and  the  penalty  thereof  shall  fall  upon  them  :  but  they  who 
believe  and  do  good  works,  shall  dwell  in  the  delightful  meadows  of 
paradise  ;  they  shall  obtain  whatever  they  shall  desire,  with  their 
Lord.  This  is  the  greatest  acquisition.  This  is  what  God  promiseth 
unto  his  servants  who  believe  and  do  good  works.  Say,  I  ask  not 
of  you,  for  this  my  preaching,  any  reward,  except  the  love  of  my  rela- 
tions :  and  whoever  shall  have  deserved  well  by  one  good  action,  unto 
him  will  we  add  the  merit  of  a7iother  action  thereto ;  for  GOD  is  inclined 
to  forgive,  and  ready  to  reward.  Do  they  say,  Mohaynyned  hath  blas- 
phemously forged  a  lie  concerning  GOD  ?  If  GOD  pleaseth,  he  will  seal 
up  thy  heart :°  and  GOD  will  absolutely  abolish  vanity,  and  will  establish 

•  viz. ,  The  modern  Jews  and  Christians. 

•"  Not  understanding  the  true  meaning,  nor  believing  the  real  doctrines  thereof. 

"  Labouring  here  to  obtain  a  reward  hereafter ;  for  what  is  sown  in  this  world  will  be  reaped 
in  the  next. 

o  The  meaning  of  these  words  is  somewhat  obscure.  Some  imagine  they  express  a  detesta- 
tion of  the  forgery  charged  on  the  prophet  by  the  infidels ;  because  none  could  be  capable  of 
so  wicked  an  action  but  one  whose  heart  was  close  shut,  and  knew  not  his  Lokd  ;  as  if  he  had 
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the  truth  in  his  words  ;•*  for  he  knoweth  the  innermost  parts  of  incites 
breasts.  //  is  he  who  accepteth  repentance  from  his  servants,  and  for- 
giveth  sins,  and  knoweth  that  which  ye  do.  He  will  incline  his  ear 
unto  those  who  believe  and  work  righteousness,  and  will  add  unto  them 
above  what  they  shall  ask  or  deserve^  of  his  bounty  :  but  the  unbelievers 
shall  suffer  a  severe  punishment.  If  God  should  bestov/  abundance 
upon  his  servants,  they  would  certainly  behave  insolently  in  the  earth : 
but  he  sendeth  down  by  measure  unto  every  one  that  which  he  pleaseth  ; 
for  he  well  knoweth  and  seeth  the  condition  of\\\s  servants.  //  is  he 
who  sendeth  down  the  rain,  after  men  have  despaired  thereof,  and 
spreadeth  abroad  his  mercy  ;  and  he  is  the  patron  justly  to  be  praised. 
Among  his  signs  is  the  creation  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  of  the  living 
creatures  with  which  he  hath  replenished  them  both ;  and'  he  is  able 
to  gather  them  together  before  his  tribunal  whenever  he  pleaseth. 
Whatever  misfortune  befalleth  you  is  sent  you  by  God,  for  that  which 
your  hands  have  deserved;  and_>^^/  he  forgiveth  many  things  :  ye  shall 
not  frustrate  the  divine  vengeance  in  the  earth  ;  neither  shall  ye  have 
any  protector  or  helper  against  God.  Among  his  signs  also  are  the 
ships  running  in  the  sea,  like  high  mountains :  if  he  pleaseth  he  causeth 
the  wind  to  cease,  and  they  lie  still  on  the  back  of  the  water  (verily 
herein  are  signs,  unto  every  patient  and  grateful  person) :  or  he  de- 
sti-oyeth  them  by  shipwreck,  because  of  that  which  their  crews  have 
merited ;  though  he  pardoneth  many  things.  And  they  who  dispute 
against  our  signs  shall  know  that  there  will  be  no  way  for  them  to  escape 
our  vengeance.  Whatever  things  are  given  you,  they  are  the  provision 
of  this  present  life :  but  the  reward  which  is  with  God  is  better  and 
more  durable,  for  those  who  believe  and  put  their  trust  in  their  Lord  ; 
and  who  avoid  heinous  and  filthy  crimes,  and  when  they  are  angry, 
forgive ;  and  who  hearken  unto  their  Lord,  and  are  constant  at  prayer, 
and  whose  affairs  are  directed  by  consultation  among  themselves,  and 
who  give  alms  out  of  what  we  have  bestowed  on  them ;  and  who,  when 
an  injury  is  done  them,  avenge  themselves^  (and  the  retaliation  of  evil 
ought  to  be  an  evil  proportionate  thereto) :  but  he  who  forgiveth,  and 
is  reconciled  unto  his  enemy,  shall  receive  his  reward  from  God  -^  for 
he  loveth  not  the  unjust  doers.  And  whoso  shall  avenge  himself,  after 
he  hath  been  injured ;  as  to  these,  it  is  not  lawful  to  punish  them/c'r  it : 
but  it  is  only  lawful  to  punish  those  who  wrong  men,  and  act  insolently 
in  the  earth,  against  justice  ;  these  shall  suffer  a  grievous  punishment. 
And  whoso  beareth  injuries  patiently,  and  forgiveth  ;  verily  this  is  a 
necessary  work.  Whom  GOD  shall  cause  to  err,  he  shall  afterwards 
have  no  protector.     And  thou  shalt  see  the  ungodly,  who  shall  say, 

said,  God  forhid  that  thoii  shouldst  be  so  void  of  grace,  or  have  so  little  sense  of  thy  duty 
Others  think  the  signification  to  be  that  God  might  strike  all  the  revelations  which  had  been 
vouchsafed  to  Mohammed,  out  of  his  heart  at  once  ;  and  others,  that  God  would  strengthen 
his  heart  with  patience  against  the  insults  of  the  unbelievers. l 

P  Wherefore  if  the  doctrine  taught  in  this  book  be  of  man,  it  will  certainly  fail  and  come  to 
nothing  ;  but  if  it  be  of  God,  it  can  never  be  overthrown. 2 

q  Using  the  means  which  God  has  put  into  their  hands  for  their  own  defence.  This  is  added 
to  complete  the  character  here  given  ;  for  valour  and  courage  are  not  inconsistent  with 
clemency,3  the  rule  being, 

Parcere  subjectis,  zt  debellare  superbos. 

'  See  chapter  5,  p.  79,  &c. 

I  Al  Beidawi  2  Idem-         ^  Idenn, 
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when  they  behold  the  punishment  prepared  for  them^  Is  there  no  way 
to  return  back  into  the  world?  And  thou  shalt  see  them  exposed  unto 
hell  fire;  dejected,  because  of  the  ignominy  they  shall  undergo  :  they 
shall  look  at  the  fire  sideways  and  by  stealth  ;  and  the  true  believers 
shall  say,  Verily  the  losers  are  they  who  have  lost  their  own  souls,  and 
their  families,  on  the  day  of  resurrection :  shall  not  the  ungodly  continue 
in  eternal  torment?  They  shall  have  no  protectors  to  defend  them 
against  God  :  and  whom  God  shall  cause  to  err,  he  shall  find  no  way 
to  the  truth.  Hearken  unto  your  LORD,  before  the  day  come,  which 
God  will  not  keep  back :  ye  shall  have  no  place  of  refuge  on  that  day  ; 
neither  shall  ye  be  able  to  deny  your  sins.  But  if  those  to  whom  thou 
preachest  turn  aside  from  thy  admonitions^  verily  we  have  not  sent 
thee  to  be  a  guardian  over  them :  thy  duty  is  preaching  only.  When 
we  cause  man  to  taste  mercy  from  us,  he  rejoiceth  thereat :  but  if  evil 
befall  them,  for  that  which  their  hands  have  formerly  committed,  verily 
man  becometh  ungrateful.  Unto  God  appertaineth  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  and  earth :  he  createth  that  which  he  pleaseth ;  he  giveth  females 
unto  whom  he  pleaseth,  and  he  giveth  males  unto  whom  he  pleaseth  ; 
or  he  giveth  them  males  and  females  jointly :  and  he  maketh  whom  he 
pleaseth  to  be  childless ;  for  he  is  wise  and  powerful.  It  is  not  fit  for 
man  that  GOD  should  speak  unto  him  otherwise  than  by  private  reve- 
lation, or  from  behind  a  veil,  or  by  his  sending  of  a  messenger  to  reveal, 
by  his  permission,  that  which  he  pleaseth ;  for  he  is  high  and  wise. 
Thus  have  we  revealed  unto  thee  a  revelation,*  by  our  command.  Thou 
didst  not  understand,  before  this,  what  the  book  of  the  Koran  was,  nor 
what  the  faith  was :  but  we  have  ordained  the  same  for  a  light ;  we 
will  thereby  direct  such  of  our  servants  as  we  please :  and  thou  shalt 
surely  direct  thejn  into  the  right  way,  the  way  of  GOD,  unto  whom  be- 
longeth  whatever  is  in  heaven  and  in  earth.  Shall  not  all  things  return 
unto  God? 


CHAPTER    XLHI. 
ENTITLED,  THE  ORNAMENTS  OF  GOLD;*  REVEALED  AT  MECCA.* 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  THE   MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

HM.^     By  the  perspicuous  book  ;  verily  we  have  ordained  the 
•     same  an  Arabic   Koran,  that   ye  may  understand  :    and   it  is 
certainly  written  in  the  original  book,y  kept  with  us,  beifig  sublime  and 

*  Or,  as  the  words  may  be  also  translated.  Thus  have  we  sent  the  spirit  Gabriel  unto  thtt 

with  a  revelation. 

'  The  words  chosen  for  the  title  of  this  chapter  occurs  p.  364. 

"  Some  except  the  verse  beginning  with  these  words,  And  ask  our  apostles  whom  we  havt 
tent  before  thee,  &c. 

»  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IIL  p.  46,  &c. 

J  i.e..  The  preserved  table  ;  which  is  the  original  of  all  the  scriptures  in  generaL 
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full  of  wisdom.  Shall  we  therefore  turn  away  from  you  the  admonition, 
and  deprive  you  thereof^  because  ye  are  a  people  who  transgress  ?  And 
how  many  prophets  have  we  sent  among  those  of  old  ?  and  no  prophet 
came  unto  them,  but  they  laughed  him  to  scorn:  wherefore  we  destroyed 
nations  who  were  more  mighty  than  these  in  strength ;  and  the  example 
of  those  who  were  of  old,  hath  been  already  set  before  them.  If  thou 
ask  them  who  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  they  will  certainly 
answer,  The  mighty,  the  wise  God  created  them  :  who  hath  spread  the 
earth  as  a  bed  for  you,  and  hath  made  you  paths  therein,  that  ye  may 
be  directed  :  and  who  sendeth  down  rain  from  heaven  by  measure, 
whereby  we  quicken  a  dead  country  (so  shall  ye  be  brought  forth  yri?;;/ 
your  graves) :  and  who  hath  created  all  the  various  species  of  things^ 
and  hath  given  you  ships  and  cattle,  whereon  ye  are  carried  ;  that  ye 
may  sit  firmly  on  the  backs  thereof,  and  may  remember  the  favour  of 
your  Lord,  when  ye  sit  thereon,  and  may  say.  Praise  be  unto  him,  who 
hath  subjected  these  unto  our  service  !  for  we  could  not  have  mastered 
them  by  our  own  power :  and  unto  our  Lord  shall  we  surely  return. 
Yet  have  they  attributed  unto  him  some  of  his  servants  as  his  offspring: 
verily  man  is  openly  ungrateful.  Hath  God  taken  daughters  out  of 
those  beings  which  he  hath  created  ;  and  hath  he  chosen  sons  for  you  ? 
But  when  one  of  them  hath  the  news  brought  of  the  birth  of  a  child  of 
that  sex  which  they  attribute  unto  the  Merciful,  as  his  similitude,  his 
face  becometh  black,  and  he  is  oppressed  with  sorrow.^  Do  they  there- 
fore attribute  unto  God  fefnaie  issue^  which  are  brought  up  among 
ornaments,  and  are  contentious  without  cause  ?  And  do  they  make  the 
angels,  who  are  the  servants  of  the  Merciful,  females  .'*  Were  they 
present  at  their  creation  ?  Their  testimony  shall  be  written  down,  and 
they  shall  be  examined  concerni7ig  the  same,  on  the  day  of  jiidgmetit. 
And  they  say.  If  the  Merciful  had  pleased,  we  had  not  worshipped 
them.  They  have  no  knowledge  herein  :  they  only  utter  a  vain  lie. 
Have  we  given  them  a  book  of  revelations  before  this  ;  and  do  they 
keep  the  same  in  their  custody  ?  But  they  say.  Verily  we  found  our 
fathers  practising  a  religion ;  and  we  are  guided  in  their  footsteps.  Thus 
we  sent  no  preacher,  before  thee,  unto  any  city,  but  the  inhabitants 
thereof  who  lived  in  affluence,  said.  Verily  we  found  our  fathers  prac- 
tising a  religion  :  and  we  tread  in  their  footsteps.  And  the  preacher 
answered.  What,  although  I  bring  you  a  more  right  religion  than  that 
which  ye  found  your  fathers  to  practise  .'*  And  they  replied.  Verily  we 
believe  not  that  which  ye  are  sent  to  preach.  Wherefore  we  took 
vengeance  on  them  :  and  behold  what  hath  been  the  end  of  those  who 
accused  our  apostles  of  imposture.  Re?nember  when  Abraham  said 
unto  his  father,  and  his  people.  Verily  I  am  clear  of  the  gods  which  ye 
worship,  except  him  who  hath  created  me ;  for  he  will  direct  me  aright. 
And  he  ordained  this  to  be  a  constant  doctrine  among  his  posterity ; 
that  they  should  be  turned  from  idolatry  to  the  worship  of  the  only 
true  God.  Verily  I  have  permitted  these  Meccans  and  their  fathers  to 
live  in  prosperity,  until  the  truth  should  come  unto  them,  and  a  manifest 
apostle :  but  now  the  truth  is  come  unto  them,  they  say.  This  is  a  piece 
of  forgery  ;  and  we  believe  not  therein.   And  they  say,  Had  this  Koran 

■  S«e  chapter  i6,  p.  iqq.  &c 
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been  sent  down  unto  some  great  man  of  either  of  the  two  cities,*  we 
would  have  received  it.  Do  they  distribute  the  mercy  of  thy  Lord?'' 
We  distribute  their  necessary  provision  among  them,  in  this  present 
life,  and  we  raise  some  of  them  several  degrees  above  the  others,  that 
the  one  of  them  may  take  the  other  to  serve  him  :  and  the  mercy  of 
thy  Lord  is  more  valuable  than  the  riches  which  they  gather  together. 
If  it  were  not  that  mankind  would  have  become  one  sect  of  infidels^ 
verily  we  had  given  unto  those  who  believe  not  in  the  Merciful,  roofs 
of  silver  to  their  houses,  and  stairs  of  silver, hy  which  they  might  ascend 
thereto,  and  doors  of  silver  to  their  houses,  and  couches  of  silver  for 
them  to  lean  on ;  and  ornaments  of  gold :  for  all  this  is  the  provision  of 
the  present  life ;  but  the  next  life  with  thy  LORD  shall  be  for  those  who 
fear  him.  Whoever  shall  withdraw  from  the  admonition  of  the  Merciful, 
we  will  chain  a  devil  unto  him  ;  and  he  shall  be  his  inseparable  com- 
panion (and  the  devils  shall  turn  them  aside  from  the  way  of  truth;  yet 
they  shall  imagine  themselves  to  be  rightly  directed) :  until,  when  he 
shall  appear  before  us  at  the  last  day,  he  shall  say  unto  the  devil^ 
Would  to  God  that  between  me  and  thee  there  was  the  distance  of  the 
east  from  the  west !  Oh  how  wretched  a  companion  art  thou  !  But  wishes 
shall  not  avail  you  on  this  day,  since  ye  have  been  unjust ;  for  ye  shall 
be  partakers  of  the  same  punishment.  Canst  thou,  O  prophet,  make 
the  deaf  to  hear,  or  canst  thou  direct  the  blind,  and  him  who  is  in  a 
manifest  error  ?  Whether  we  take  thee  away,  we  will  surely  take  ven- 
geance on  them;  or  whether  we  cause  thee  to  see  the punishjnent  with 
which  we  have  threatened  them,  executed,  we  will  certainly  prevail  over 
them.  Wherefore  hold  fast  the  doctrine  which  hath  been  revealed  unto 
thee;  for  thou  art  in  a  right  way  :  and  it  is  a  memorial  unto  thee  and  thy 
people,  and  hereafter  shall  ye  be  examined  concerning  your  observance 
thereof.  And  ask  our  apostles  whom  we  have  sent  before  thee,*  whether 
we  have  appointed  gods  for  them  to  worship,  besides  the  Merciful. 
We  formerly  sent  Moses  with  our  signs  unto  Pharaoh  and  his  princes, 
and  he  said,  Verily  I  am  the  apostle  of  the  Lord  of  all  creatures. 
And  when  he  came  unto  them  with  our  signs,  behold,  they  laughed  him 
to  scorn  ;  although  we  showed  them  no  sign,  but  it  was  greater  than 
the  other  :®  and  we  inflicted  a  punishment'  on  them,  that  peradventure 
they  might  be  converted.  And  they  said  unto  Moses,  O  magician, 
pray  unto  thy  LORD  for  us,  according  to  the  covenant  which  he  hath 
made  with  thee  ;  for  we  will  certainly  be  directed.  But  when  we  took 
the  plague  from  off  them,  behold,  they  brake  their  promise.  And 
Pharaoh  made  proclamation  among  his  people,  saying,  O  my  people, 
is  not  the  kingdom  of  Egypt  mine,  and  these  rivers^  which  flow  beneath 

*  i.e.,  To  one  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Mecca,  or  of  Tayef,  such  as  al  Walid  Ebn  al 
Mogheira,  or  Orwa  Ebn  Masud,  the  Thakifite.l  *"*• 

^  By  this  expression  the  prophetic  office  is  here  particularly  intended. 

"  See  chapter  19. 

<i  That  is,  ask  those  who  profess  the  religions  which  they  taught,  and  their  learned  men.8 

®  Literally,  Than  its  sister.  The  meaning  is  tliat  the  miracles  were  all  very  great  and 
considerable,  or,  as  the  French  may  express  it,  by  a  phrase  nearly  the  same,  les  uns  plus  grands 
que  les  antres. 

*■  viz. ,  The  successive  plagues  which  they  suffered,  previous  to  their  final  destruction  in  the 
Red  Sea. 

S  To  wit,  the  Nile  and  its  branches. 8 

1  Al  Beidawi.  2  »dem,  Jalhl.,  &c.        8  Idem. 
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me  ?  Do  ye  not  see  ?  Am  not  I  better  than  this  Moses;  who  is  a  con- 
temptible person,  and  can  scarce  express  himself  intelligibly  ?^  Have 
bracelets  of  gold,  therefore,  been  put  upon  him  ;>  or  do  the  angels 
attend  him  in  orderly  procession  ?  And  Pharaoh  persuaded  his  people 
to  light  behaviour ;  and  they  obeyed  him  :  for  they  were  a  wicked 
people.  And  when  they  had  provoked  us  to  wrath,  we  took  vengeance 
on  them,  and  we  drowned  them  all  :  and  we  made  them  a  precedent 
and  an  example  unto  others.  And  when  the  son  of  Mary  was  proposed 
for  an  example  ;  behold,  thy  people  cried  out  throtigh  excess  of  joy 
thereat  ;^  and  they  said.  Are  our  gods  better,  or  he  t  They  have  pro- 
posed this  instance  unto  thee  no  otherwise  than  for  an  occasion  of  dis- 
pute :  yea,  they  are  contentious  men,  Jestis  is  no  other  than  a  servant, 
whom  we  favoured  with  the  gift  of  prophecy ;  and  we  appointed  him 
for  an  example^  unto  the  children  of  Israel  (if  we  pleased,  verily  we 
could  from  yourselves  produce  angels,  to  succeed  you  in  the  earth)  '^ 
and  he  shall  be  a  sign  of  the  approach  of  the  last  hour  f  wherefore 
doubt  not  thereof.  And  follow  me  :  this  is  the  right  way.  And  let  not 
Satan  cause  you  to  turn  aside  :  for  he  is  your  open  enemy.  And  when 
Jesus  came  with  evident  miracles^  he  said.  Now  am  I  come  unto  you 
with  wisdom  f  and  to  explain  unto  you  part  of  those  things  concerning 
which  ye  disagree  :  v/herefore  fear  God,  and  obey  me.  Verily  GOD  is 
my  Lord  and  your  Lord  ;  wherefore  worship  him  :  this  is  the  right 
way.  And  the  confederated  sects  among  them  fell  to  variance  '?  but 
woe  unto  those  who  have  acted  unjustly,  because  of  the  punishment  of 
a  grievous  day.  Do  the  tmbelievers  wait  for  any  other  than  the  hour 
of  judgment;  that  it  may  come  upon  them  suddenly,  while  they  foresee 
it  not  ?    The  intimate  friends,  on  that  day,  shall  be  enemies  unto  one 

h  See  chapter  20,  p.  234,  note 

i  Such  bracelets  were  some  of  the  insignia  of  royalty :  for  when  the  Egyptians  raised  a  person 
to  the  dignity  of  a  prince,  they  put  a  collar  or  chain  of  gold  about  his  neck,l  and  bracelets  of 
gold  on  his  wrists.2 

^  This  passage  is  generally  supposed  to  have  been  revealed  on  occasion  of  an  objection  made 
by  one  Ebn  al  Zabari  to  those  words  in  the  21st  chapter,3  by  which  all  in  general,  who  were 
worshipped  as  deities,  besides  God,  are  doomed  to  hell :  whereupon  the  infidels  cried  out,  We 
are  contented  that  our  gods  should  be  with  Jesus  ;  for  he  also  is  -worshipped  as  God.'*  Some, 
however,  are  of  opinion  it  might  have  been  revealed  in  answer  to  certain  idolaters,  who  said 
that  the  Christians,  who  received  the  scriptures,  worshipped  Jesus,  supposing  him  to  be  the  son 
of  God  ;  whereas  the  angels  were  more  worthy  of  that  honour  than  he. 5 

^  Or  an  instance  of  our  power,  by  his  miraculous  birth. 

*"  As  easily  as  we  produced  Jesus  without  a  father.^  The  intent  of  the  words  is  to  show  how 
just  and  reasonable  it  is  to  think  that  the  angels  should  bear  the  relation  of  children  to  men, 
rather  than  to  God  ;  they  being  his  creatures,  as  well  as  men,  and  equally  in  his  power. 

"  For  some  time  before  the  resurrection  Jesus  is  to  descend  on  earth,  according  to  the  Mo- 
hammedans, near  Damascus,^  or,  as  some  say,  near  a  rock  in  the  holy  land  named  Afik,  with 
a  lance  in  his  hand,  wherewith  he  is  to  kill  Antichrist,  whom  he  will  encounter  at  Ludd,  or 
Lydda,  a  small  town  not  far  from  Joppa.8  They  add  that  he  will  arrive  at  Jerusalem  at  the 
time  of  morning  prayer,  that  he  shall  perform  his  devotions  after  the  Mohammedan  institution, 
and  officiate  instead  of  the  Imam,  who  shall  give  place  to  him ;  that  he  will  break  down  the 
cross,  and  destroy  the  churches  of  the  Christians,  of  whom  he  will  make  a  general  slaughter, 
excepting  only  such  as  shall  profess  Islam,  &c.9 

0  That  is,  with  a  book  of  revelations,  and  an  excellent  system  of  religion. 

P  This  may  be  understood  either  of  the  Jews  in  the  time  of  Jesus,  who  opposed  his  doctrine, 
or  of  the  Christians  since,  who  have  fallen  into  various  opinions  concerning  him  ;  some  making 
him  to  be  God,  others  the  Son  of  God,  and  others,  one  of  the  persons  of  the  Trinity,  &c.l<^ 

1  See  Gen.  xli.  42.  2  Al  Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddin.  3  See  p.  249.  *  Jallalo'ddin, 
al  Beidawi.  5  idem.  6  Idem.  ^  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV,  p.  d^.  *  See  ibid 
p.  63.        9  Al  Beidawi.        W  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin. 
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another  ;  except  the  pious.  O  my  servants,  there  shall  no  fear  comt 
on  you  this  day,  neither  shall  ye  be  grieved  ;  who  have  believed  in  our 
signs,  and  have  been  Moslems  :  enter  ye  into  paradise,  ye  and  your 
wives,  with  great  joy.  Dishes  of  gold  shall  be  carried  round  unto  them, 
and  cups  without  handles  :  and  therein  shall  they  enjoy  whatever  their 
souls  shall  desire,  and  whatever  their  eyes  shall  delight  in :  and  ye 
shall  remain  therein  for  ever.  This  is  paradise,  which  ye  have  inherited 
as  a  reward  for  that  which  ye  have  wrought.  Therein  shall  ye  have 
fruits  in  abundance,  of  which  ye  shall  eat.  But  the  wicked  shall  remain 
for  ever  in  the  torment  of  hell :  it  shall  not  be  made  lighter  unto  them; 
and  they  shall  despair  therein.  We  deal  not  unjustly  with  them,  but 
they  deal  unjustly  with  their  own  souls.  And  they  shall  call  aloud, 
sayin^^  O  Malec,'i  intercede  for  us  that  thy  Lord  would  end  m's,  by 
annihilation.  He  shall  answer,'^  Verily  ye  shall  remain  here  for  ever. 
We  brought  you  the  truth  heretofore,  but  the  greater  part  of  you 
abhorred  the  truth.  Have  the  infidels  fixed  on  a  method  to  ciracmvetit 
our  apostle  ?  Verily  we  will  fix  on  a  method  to  circumvent  them.  Do 
they  imagine  that  we  hear  not  their  secrets,  and  their  private  discourse  ? 
Yea ;  and  our  messengers  who  attend  them"  write  down  the  same. 
Say,  If  the  Merciful  had  a  son,  verily  I  would  be  the  first  of  those  who 
should  worship  him.  Far  be  the  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  the  LORD 
of  the  throne,  from  that  which  they  affirm  of  html  Wherefore  let 
them  wade  in  their  vanity,  and  divert  themselves,  until  they  arrive  at 
their  day  with  which  they  have  been  threatened.  He  who  is  GOD  in 
heaven,  is  God  on  earth  also  :  and  he  is  the  wise,  the  knowing.  And 
blessed  be  he  unto  whom  appertaineth  the  kingdom  of  heaven  and 
earth,  and  of  whatever  is  between  them  ;  with  whom  is  the  knowledge 
of  the  last  hour  ;  and  before  whom  ye  shall  be  assembled.  They  whom 
they  invoke  besides  him,  have  not  the  privilege  to  intercedey^r  others; 
except  those  who  bear  witness  to  the  truth,  and  know  the  same.^  If 
thou  ask  them  who  hath  created  them,  they  will  surely  answer,  GOD. 
How  therefore  are  they  turned  away  to  the  worship  of  others?  GOD 
also  heareth  the  saying  of  the  prophet,  O  Lord,  verily  these  are  people 
who  believe  not :  and  he  answered,  Therefore  turn  aside  from  them ; 
and  say,  Peace  -^  hereafter  shall  they  know  their  folly. 

Q  This  the  Mohammedans  suppose  to  be  the  name  of  the  principal  angel  who  has  the  charge 
of  hell. 
*"  Some  say  that  this  answer  will  not  be  given  till  a  thoU3end  years  sifter. 

*  i.e.,  The  guardian  angels. 

*  That  is,  to  the  doctrine  of  God's  unity.    The  exception  comprehends  Jesus,  Ezra,  and  lh« 
angels  ;  who  will  be  admitted  as  intercessors,  though  they  have  been  worshipped  as  gods.l 

«  See  chapter  25,  p.  275,  note  ^. 

1  Idem. 
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CHAPTER  XLIV. 
ENTITLED,  SMOKE  ;*  REVEALED  AT  MECCAJ 

IN    THE   NAME   OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL  GOD. 

HM.''  By  the  perspicuous  book  of  the  Koran;  verily  we  have  sent 
•  down  the  same  on  a  blessed  night^  (for  we  had  engaged  so  to 
do)j  on  the  night  wherein  is  distinctly  sent  down  the  decree  of  every 
determined  thing,  as  a  command  from  us.^'  Verily  we  have  ever  used 
to  send  apostles  with  revelations^  at  proper  intervals^  as  a  mercy  from 
thy  Lord  ;  for  it  is  he  who  heareth  and  kncweth  :  the  Lord  of  heaven 
and  earth,  and  of  whatever  is  between  them ;  if  ye  are  men  of  sure 
knowledge.  There  is  no  GOD  but  he  :  he  giveth  life,  and  he  causeth 
to  die ;  he  is  your  Lord,  and  the  Lord  of  your  forefathers.  Yet  do 
they  amuse  themselves  with  doubt.  But  observe  thein  on  the  day 
"whereon  the  heaven  shall  produce  a  visible  smoke,  which  shall  cover 
mankind  :°  this  will  be  a  tormenting  plague.  They  shall  say,  O  Lord, 
take  this  plague  from  off  us  :  verily  we  will  become  true  believers. 
How  should  an  admonition  be  of  avail  to  them  in  this  condition;  when 
a  manifest  apostle  came  unto  them,  but  they  retired  from  him,  say- 
ing. This  man  is  instructed  by  others,^  or  is  a  distracted  person  '^.  We 
will  take  the  plague  from  o^you^  a  little  :  but  ye  will  certainly  return 
to  your  infidelity.^  On  the  day  whereon  we  shall  fiercely  assault  them 
with  great  power,'  verily  we  will  take  vengeance  on  them.  We  made 
trial  of  the  people  of  Pharaoh  before  them,  and  an  honourable  messenger 

«  This  word  occurs  within  a  few  lines  from  the  beginning  of  the  chapter. 

y  Some  except  the  verse  beginning,  We  "will  take  the  plague  off  you  a  little,  &c. 

*  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IIL  p.  46,  &c. 

a  Generally  supposed  to  be  that  between  the  twenty-third  and  twenty-fourth  of  Ramadan. 
See  ibid.  p.  50,  and  chapter  97,  and  the  notes  there. 

b  For  annually  on  this  night,  as  the  Mohammedans  are  taught,  all  the  events  of  the  ensuing 
year,  with  respect  to  life  and  death  and  the  other  affairs  of  this  world,  are  disposed  and  settled.! 
Some,  however,  suppose  that  these  words  refer  only  to  tliat  particular  night  on  which  the 
Koran,  wherein  are  completely  contained  the  divine  determinations  in  respect  to  religion  and 
morality,  was  sent  down  ;2  and,  according  to  this  exposition,  the  passage  may  be  rendered. 
The  night  whereon  every  determined  or  adjjcdged  viatter  was  sent  down. 

*  The  commentators  differ  in  their  expositions  of  this  passage.  Some  think  it  spoke  of  a 
smoke  which  seemed  to  fill  the  air  during  the  famine  which  was  inflicted  on  the  Meccans  in 
Mohammed's  time,3  and  was  so  thick  that,  though  they  could  hear,  yet  they  could  not  see  one 
another,^  But,  according  to  a  tradition  of  Ali,  the  smoke  here  meant  is  that  which  is  to  be  one 
of  the  previous  signs  of  the  day  of  judgment,^  and  will  fill  the  whole  space  from  east  to  west, 
and  last  for  forty  days.  This  smoke,  they  say,  will  intoxicate  the  infidels,  and  issue  at  their 
nose,  ears,  and  posteriors,  but  will  very  little  inconvenience  the  true  believers.^ 

^  See  chapter  16,  p.  203. 

'  If  we  follow  the  former  exposition,  the  words  are  to  be  understood,  of  the  ceasing  of  the 
famine  upon  the  intercession  of  Mohammed,  at  the  desire  of  the  Koreish,  and  on  their  promise 
of  believing  on  him  ;  notwithstanding  which,  they  fell  back  to  their  old  incredulity ;  but  if  we 
follow  the  latter  exposition,  they  are  to  be  understood  of  God's  taking  away  the  plague  of  the 
smoke,  after  the  expiration  of  the  forty  days,  at  the  prayer  of  the  infidels,  and  on  their  pro- 
mise of  receiving  the  true  faith,  which  being  done,  they  will  immediately  return  to  their  wonted 
obstinacy. 
.    '  Some  expound  this  of  the  slaughter  at  Bedr,  and  others  of  the  day  of  judgment. 

1  Jallalo'ddin,  al  Beidawi.         2  Idem.  3  See  cap.  23,  p.  259,  note  4  Al  Zamakh..  al 

Beidawi,  Yahya,  Jallalo'ddin.        6  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  63.        6  Al  Zamakh.,  al 
Beidawi. 
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came  unto  them,  saying,  Send  unto  me  the  servants  of  God  ;8  verily 
I  a7n  a  faithful  messenger  unto  you  :  and  lift  not  yourselves  up  against 
God  :  for  I  come  unto  you  with  manifest  power.  And  I  fly  for  protec- 
tion unto  my  LORD  and  your  Lord,  that  ye  stone  me  not>  If  ye  do 
not  believe  me,  at  least  depart  from  me.*  And  when  they  accused  hhn 
0/  ii/iposture^he.  called  upon  his  Lord,  j^jz^/,^,  These  are  a  wicked  peo- 
ple. And  God  said  2into  hini^  March  forth  with  my  servants  by  night; 
for  ye  will  be  pursued  :  and  leave  the  sea  divided,  that  the  Egyptians 
may  enter  the  samej  for  they  are  a  host  dootned  to  be  drowned.  How 
many  gardens,  and  fountains,  and  fields  of  corn,  and  fair  dwellings, 
and  advantages  which  they  enjoyed,  did  they  leave  behind  them  ?  Thus 
we  dispossessed  theni  thereof;  and  we  gave  the  same  for  an  inheritance 
unto  another  people.^  Neither  heaven  or  earth  wept  for  them;^  neither 
were  they  respited  any  longer.  And  we  delivered  the  children  of  Israel 
from  a  shameful  affliction  ;  from  Pharaoh  ;  for  he  was  haughty,  and  a 
transgressor  :  and  we  chose  them,  knowingly,™  above  all  people  ;  and 
we  showed  them  several  signs,"  wherein  was  an  evident  trial.  Verily 
these  Meccans  say,  Assuredly  our  final  end  will  be  no  other  than  our 
first  natural  death  ;  neither  shall  we  be  raised  again  :  bring  now  our 
forefathers  back  to  life,  if  ye  speak  truth.  Are  they  better,  or  the  peo- 
ple of  Tobba,°  and  those  who  were  before  them  ?  we  destroyed  them, 
because  they  wrought  wickedness.  We  have  not  created  the  heavens 
and  the  earth,  and  whatever  is  between  them,  by  way  of  sport :  we  have 
created  them  no  otherwise  than  in  truth  -^  but  the  greater  part  of  them 
do  not  understand.  Verily  the  day  of  separation**  shall  be  the  appointed 
term  of  them  all ;  a  day,  whereon  the  master  and  the  servant  shall  be 
of  no  advantage  to  one  another,  neither  shall  they  be  helped  ;  except- 
ing those  on  whom  GOD  shall  have  mercy  :  for  he  is  the  mighty,  the 
merciful.  Verily  the  fruit  ^the  tree  of  al  Zakkum  shall  be  the  food  of 
the  impious  '}  as  the  dregs  of  oil  shall  it  boil  in  the  bellies  of  the  damned^ 
like  the  boiling  of  the  hottest  water.  And  it  shall  be  said  to  the  tor- 
mentors, Take  him,  and  drag  him  into  the  midst  of  hell :  and  pour  on 
his  head  the  torture  of  boiling  waters,  saying,  Taste  this ;  for  thou  art 
that  mighty  and  honourable  person.     Verily  this  is  the  pimishment  of 

8  i.e..  Let  the  Israelites  go  with  me  to  worship  their  GoD. 

h  Or  that  ye  injure  me  not,  either  by  word  or  deed.l 

>  Without  opposing  me  or  offering  me  any  injury,  which  I  have  not  deserved  from  you. 

^  See  chapter  26,  p.  278. 

1  That  is,  none  pitied  their  destruction. 

■"  i.e..  Knowing  that  they  were  worthy  of  our  choice;  or,  notwithstanding  we  knew  tb.ey 
would,  in  time  to  come,  fall  into  idolatry,  &c. 

•*  As  the  dividing  of  the  Red  Sea,  the  cloud  which  shaded  them,  the  raining  on  them  manna 
and  quails,  &c.2 

0  The  Hamyarites,  whose  kings  had  the  title  of  Tobba.3  The  commentators  tell  us  that  the 
Tobba  here  meant  was  very  potent,  and  built  Samarcand,  or,  as  others  say,  demolished  it ;  and 
that  he  was  a  true  believer,  but  his  subjects  were  infidels.4 

This  prince  seems  to  have  been  Abu  Carb  Asaad,  who  flourished  about  seven  hundred  years 
before  Mohammed,  and  embraced  Judaism,  which  religion  he  first  introduced  into  Vaman 
(being  the  true  religion  at  that  time,  inasmuch  as  Christianity  was  not  then  promulgated),  zjid 
was,  for  that  cause  probably,  slain  by  his  own  people.5 

P  See  chapter  21,  p.  242,  and  chapter  38,  p.  341. 

<l  i.e..  The  day  of  judgment ;  when  the  wicked  shall  be  separated  from  the  righteous,  &c 

'  Jallalo'ddin  supposes  this  passage  to  have  been  particularly  levelled  against  Abu  Jahl. 

1  Al  Reidawi.  2  Idem.  3  See  the  Prelim.  Di3C  SccJ  I.  p.  7.  *  Al  13eidaw\ 
Jallalo'ddin.        ^  Al  Jannabt.    Vide  Foe.  Spec.  p.  6a 


CHAP.  XLV.  AL    KORAN,  3^9 

which  ye  doubted.  But  the  pious  shall  be  lodged  in  a  place  of  security ; 
among  gardens  and  fountains  :  they  shall  be  clothed  in  fine  silk  and 
in  satin  ;  a7id  they  shall  sit  facing  one  another.  Thus  shall  ii  be  :  and 
we  will  espouse  them  to  fair  damsels,  having  large  black  eyes.  In  that 
place  shall  they  call  for  all  kinds  of  fruits,  in  full  security  :  they  shall 
not  taste  death  therein,  after  the  first  death  ;  and  God  shall  deliver 
from  the  pains  of  hell :  through  the  gracious  bounty  of  thy  LORD.  This 
will  be  great  felicity.  Moreover  we  have  rendered  the  Koran  ediSy  for 
thee,  by  revealing  it  in  thine  own  tongue  :  to  the  end  that  they  may  be 
admonished  :  wherefore  do  thou  wait  the  event;  for  they  wait  to  see 
some  7nisfortune  befall  thee. 


CHAPTER  XLV. 
ENTITLED,  THE  KNEELING;'  REVEALED  AT  MECCA. 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD, 

HM.*  The  revelation  of  this  book  is  from  the  mighty,  the  wise  GoD. 
•  Verily  both  in  heaven  and  earth  are  signs  of  the  divine  power 
unto  the  true  believers  :  and  in  the  creation  of  yourselves,  and  of  the 
beasts  which  are  scattered  over  the  face  of  the  earth,  are  signs  unto 
people  of  sound  judgment ;  and  also  in  the  vicissitude  of  night  and  day, 
and  the  rain  which  God  sendeth  down  from  heaven,  whereby  he 
quickeneth  the  earth  after  it  hath  been  dead  :  in  the  change  of  the 
winds  also  are  signs,  unto  people  of  understanding.  These  are  the 
signs  of  God  ;  we  rehearse  them  unto  thee  with  truth.  In  what  revela- 
tion therefore  will  they  believe,  after  they  have  rejected  GOD  and  his 
signs  ?  Woe  unto  every  lying  and  impious  person  ;  who  heareth  the 
signs  of  God,  which  are  read  unto  him,  and  afterwards  proudly  per- 
sisteth  in  infidelity,  as  though  he  heard  them  not  (denounce  unto  him 
a  painful  punishment):  and  who,  when  he  cometh  to  the  knowledge  of 
any  of  our  signs,  receiveth  the  same  with  scorn.  For  these  is  prepared 
a  shameful  punishment :  before  them  lieth  hell :  and  whatever  they 
shall  have  gained  shall  not  avail  them  at  all,  neither  shall  the  idols 
which  they  have  taken  for  their  patrons,  besides  God  :  and  they  shall 
suffer  a  grievous  punishment.  This  is  a  trice  direction :  and  for  those 
who  disbelieve  the  signs  of  their  Lord,  is  prepared  the  punishment  of 
a  painful  torment.  //  is  God  who  hath  subjected  the  sea  unto  you, 
that  the  ships  may  sail  therein,  at  his  command  ;  and  that  ye  may  seek 
advantage  unto  yourselves  by  commerce,  of  his  bounty  ;  and  that  ye 
may  give  thanks  :  and  he  obligeth  whatever  is  in  heaven  and  on  earth 
to  serve  you  ;  the  whole  being  from  him.  Verily  herein  are  signs,  unto 
people  who  consider.     Speak  unto  the  true  believers,  that  they  forgive 

*  The  word  from  which  this  chapter  is  denominated  occurs  p.  370. 
'  See  the  Prelim,  Disc.  Sect.  III.  p.  46,  &c 
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those  who  hope  not  for  the  days  of  God,"  that  he  may  reward  people 
according  to  what  they  shall  have  wrought.  Whoso  doth  that  which  is 
right  doth  it  to  the  advantage  of  his  own  soul ;  and  whoso  doth  evil, 
doth  it  against  the  same  :  hereafter  shall  ye  return  unto  your  Lord. 
We  gave  unto  the  children  of  Israel  the  book  of  the  law,  and  wisdom, 
and  prophecy  ;  and  we  fed  them  with  good  things,  and  preferred  them 
above  all  nations  ;  and  we  gave  them  plain  orditiances  concerning  the 
business  of  religion;  neither  did  they  fall  to  variance,  except  after  that 
knowledge  had  come  unto  them,  through  envy  amongst  themselves  : 
but  thy  Lord  will  decide  the  controversy  between  them  on  the  day  of 
resurrection,  concerning  that  wherein  they  disagree.  Afterwards  we 
appointed  thee,  O  Mohafnmed,  to  promulgate  a  law  concerning  the 
business  of  religion :  wherefore  follow  the  same,  and  follow  not  the 
desires  of  those  who  are  ignorant.^  Verily  they  shall  not  avail  thee 
against  GOD  at  all :  the  unjust  are  the  patrons  of  one  another  ;  but  God 
ts  the  patron  of  the  pious.  This  Koran  delivereth  evident  precepts 
unto  mankind  ;  and  is  a  direction  and  a  mercy,  unto  people  who  judge 
aright.  Do  the  workers  of  iniquity  imagine  that  we  will  deal  with  them 
as  with  those  who  believe  and  do  good  works  ;  so  that  their  life  and 
their  death  shall  be  equal  ?  An  ill  judgment  do  they  make.  GOD  hath 
created  the  heavens  and  the  earth  in  truth  ;  that  he  may  recompence 
every  soul  according  to  that  which  it  shall  have  wrought ;  and  they 
jhall  not  be  treated  unjustly.  What  thinkest  thou  ?  He  who  taketh 
nis  own  lust  for  his  GOD,  and  whom  GOD  causeth  knowingly  to  err,  and 
ivhose  ears  and  whose  heart  he  hath  sealed  up,  and  over  whose  eyes 
he  hath  cast  a  veil ;  who  shall  direct  him,  after  God  shall  have  for- 
saken him  ?  Will  ye  not  therefore  be  admonished  ?  They  say.  There 
is  no  other  life,  except  our  present  life  :  we  die  and  we  live ;  and  nothing 
but  time  destroyeth  us.  But  they  have  no  knowledge  in  this  matter ; 
they  only  follow  a  vain  opinion.  And  when  our  evident  signs  are 
rehearsed  unto  them,  their  argument  which  they  offer  against  the  saine 
is  no  other  than  that  they  say,  Bring  to  life  our  fathers  who  have  been 
dead;  if  ye  speak  truth.  Say,  God  giveth  you  life ;  and  afterwards 
causeth  you  to  die  :  hereafter  will  he  assemble  you  together  on  the  day 
of  resurrection  ;  there  is  no  doubt  thereof ;  but  the  greater  part  of  men 
do  not  understand.  Unto  God  appertaineth  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
and  earth  ;  and  the  day  whereon  the  hour  shall  be  fixed,  on  that  day 
shall  those  who  charge  the  Kordn  with  vanity  perish.  And  thou  shalt 
see  every  nation^  kneeling  :  every  nation  shall  be  called  unto  its  book 
of  account;  and  it  shall  be  said  unto  them.  This  day  shall  ye  be  rewarded 
according  to  that  which  ye  have  wrought.  This  our  book  will  speak 
concerning  you  with  truth  ;  therein  have  we  written  down  whatever  ye 

w  By  the  days  of  God,  in  this  place,  are  meant  the  prosperous  successes  of  his  people  in  battle 
against  the  infidels.l  The  passage  is  said  to  have  been  revealed  on  account  of  Omar,  who  being 
reviled  by  one  of  the  tribe  of  Ghifar,  was  thinking  to  revenge  himself  by  force.  Some  are  oi 
opinion  that  this  verse  is  abrogated  by  that  oi  war.^ 

»  That  is,  of  the  principal  Koreish,  who  were  urgent  with  Mohammed  toretvuTi  to  the  religioa 
of  his  forefathers.  3 

J  The  original  word  Ommmt  properly  signifies  a  people  who  profess  one  and  the  same  law  or 
(cUgioD. 

I  See  p.  1 86,  note  ^.        *  Al  BeidSwi        >  Idem. 
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have  done.'  As  to  those  who  shall  have  believed  and  done  good  works, 
their  Lord  shall  lead  them  into  his  mercy  :  this  shall  be  manifest 
felicity.  But  as  to  the  infidels,  it  shall  be  said  unto  them,  Were  not  my 
signs  rehearsed  unto  you  ?  but  ye  proudly  rejected  them,  and  became 
a  wicked  people  ?  And  when  it  was  said  unto  you,  Verily  the  promise 
of  God  is  true ;  and  as  to  the  hour  of  judgment,  there  is  no  doubt  there- 
of :  ye  answered,  We  know  not  what  the  hour  of  judgment  is :  we  hold 
an  uncertain  opinion  only  ;  and  we  are  not  well  assured  of  this  matter. 
But  on  that  day  the  evils  of  that  which  they  have  wrought  shall  appear 
unto  them  ;  and  that  which  they  mocked  at  shall  encompass  them  : 
and  it  shall  be  said  unto  them,  This  day  will  we  forget  you,  as  ye  did 
forget  the  meeting  of  this  your  day  :  and  your  abode  shall  be  hell  fire ; 
and  ye  shall  have  none  to  deliver  you.  This  shall  ye  suffer,  because  ye 
turned  the  signs  of  God  to  ridicule  ;  and  the  life  of  the  world  deceived 
you.  On  this  day,  therefore,  they  shall  not  be  taken  forth  from  thence, 
neither  shall  they  be  asked  any  more  to  render  themselves  well  pleasing 
unto  God.  Wherefore  praise  be  unto  God,  the  Lord  of  the  heavens  and 
the  Lord  of  the  earth ;  the  Lord  of  all  creatures  :  and  unto  him  be 
glory  in  heaven  and  earth  ;  for  he  is  the  mighty,  the  wise  God! 


CHAPTER  XLVI. 

ENTITLED,   AL  AHKAF ;»  REVEALED  AT  MECCA. 

IN   THE  NAME  OF  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

(XXVL)  TT  M.^  The  revelation  of  this  book  is  from  the  mighty,  the 
■■^  •  wise  God.  We  have  not  created  the  heavens,  and 
the  earth,  and  whatever  is  between  them,  otherwise  than  in  truth,''  and 
for  a  determined  period  :^  but  the  unbelievers  turn  away  from  the 
warning  which  is  given  them.  Say,  What  think  ye  ?  Show  me  what 
part  of  the  earth  the  idols  which  ye  invoke,  besides  God,  have  created  ? 
Or  had  they  any  share  in  the  creation  of  the  heavens  ?  Bring  me  a 
book  of  scripture  revealed  before  this,  or  some  footstep  of  ancient 
knowledge,  to  countenance  your  idolatrous  practices;  if  ye  are  men  of 
veracity.  Who  is  in  a  wider  error  than  he  who  invoketh,  besides  God, 
that  which  cannot  return  him  an  answer,  to  the  day  of  resurrection  ; 
and  idols  which  regard  not  their  calling  on  them :  and  which,  when 
men  shall  be  gathered  Xo'g't\h&r  to  judgment,vi'^  become  their  enemies, 
and  will  ungratefully  deny  their  worship  ?    When  our  evident  signs  are 

«  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  70. 

»  Al  Ahkaf  is  the  plural  of  Hekf,  and  signifies  lands  which  lie  in  a  crooked  or  winding 
manner ;  whence  it  became  the  name  of  a  territory  in  the  province  of  Hadramaut,  where  the 
Adites  dwelt.     It  is  mentioned  about  the  middle  of  the  chapter. 

b  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  III.  p.  46,  &c. 

"  See  chapter  21,  p.  242,  and  chapter  38,  p.  341,  &c. 

*  Being  to  last  but  a  certain  space  of  tin.e,  and  not  for  ever. 
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rehearsed  unto  them,  the  unbelievers  say  of  the  truth,'  when  it  cometh 
unto  them,  This  is  a  manifest  piece  of  sorcery.  Will  they  say,  Moham- 
med hath  forged  it  ?  Answer,  If  I  have  forged  it,  verily  ye  shall  not 
obtain  for  me  2iny  favour  from  GOD  :  he  well  knoweth  the  inju7'ious 
language  which  ye  utter  concerning  it :  he  is  a  sufficient  witness  between 
me  and  you  ;  and  he  is  gracious  ^;z^  merciful.  Say,  I  am  not  singular 
among  the  apostles  ;'  neither  do  I  know  what  will  be  done  with  me  or 
with  you  hereafter :  I  follow  no  other  than  what  is  revealed  unto  me  ; 
neither  am  I  any  more  than  a  public  warner.  Say,  What  is  your 
opinion  ?  If  this  book  be  from  God,  and  ye  believe  not  therein  ;  and 
a  witness  of  the  children  of  Israel  bear  witness  to  its  consonancy  with 
the  law^  and  believeth  therein  ;  and  ye  proudly  reject  the  same :  are 
ye  not  unjust  doers?  Verily  GOD  directeth  not  unjust  people.  But 
those  who  believe  not,  say  of  the  true  believers.  If  the  doctrine  of  the 
Koran  had  been  good,  they  had  not  embraced  the  same  before  us.*^ 
And  when  they  are  not  guided  thereby,  they  say.  This  is  an  antiquated 
lie.  Whereas  the  book  of  Moses  was  revealed  before  the  Koran,  to  be 
a  guide  and  a  mercy  :  and  this  is  a  book  confirming  the  same,  delivered 
in  the  Arabic  tongue  ;  to  denounce  threats  unto  those  who  act  unjustly, 
and  to  bear  good  tidings  unto  the  righteous  doers.  As  to  those  who 
say,  Our  LORD  is  GOD  ;  and  who  behave  uprightly  :  on  them  shall  no 
fear  come,  ntither  shall  they  be  grieved.  These  shall  be  the  inhabitants 
of  paradise,  they  shall  remain  therein  for  ever  :  in  recompence  for  that 
which  they  have  wrought.  We  have  commanded  man  to  show  kind- 
ness to  his  parents  :  his  mother  beareth  him  in  her  womb  with  pain, 
and  bringeth  him  forth  with  pain  :  and  the  space  of  his  being  carried  in 
her  womb,  and  ^his  weaning,  is  thirty  months  ;^  until,  when  he  attaineth 
his  age  of  strength,  and  attaineth  the  age  of  forty  years,  he  saith,^  O 
Lord,  excite  me,  by  thy  inspiration,  that  I  may  be  grateful  for  thy 
favours,  wherewith  thou  hast  favoured  me  and  my  parents  ;  and  that  I 
may  work  righteousness,  which  may  please  thee  :  and  be  gracious  unto 
me  in  my  issue  ;  for  I  am  turned  unto  thee,  and  am  a  Moslem.  These 
are  they  from  v/hom  we  accept  the  good  work  which  they  have  wrought, 
and  whose  evil  works  we  pass  by ;  and  they  shall  be  among  the  inhabi- 
tants of  paradise  :  this  is  a  true  promise,  which  they  are  promised  in 

"  i.e.,  Any  part  of  the  revelations  of  the  Koran. 

f  That  is,  I  do  not  teach  a  doctrine  different  from  what  the  former  apostles  and  prophets 
have  taught,  nor  am  I  able  to  do  what  they  could  not,  particularly  to  show  the  signs  which 
every  one  shall  think  fit  to  demand.! 

g  This  witness  is  generally  supposed  to  have  been  the  Jew  Abd'allah  Ebn  Salam,  who 
declared  that  Mohammed  was  the  prophet  foretold  by  Moses.  Some,  however,  suppose  the 
witness  here  meant  to  have  been  Moses  himself.2 

t  These  words  were  spoken,  as  some  think,  by  the  Jews,  when  Abd'allah  professed  Islam  ; 
or,  according  to  others,  by  the  Koreish,  because  the  first  followers  of  Mohammed  were  for  the 
most  part  poor  and  mean  people  ;  or  else  by  the  tribes  of  Amer,  Ghatfan,  and  Asad,  on  the 
conversion  of  those  of  Joheinah,  JVIozeinah,  Aslam,  and  Ghifar.3 

i  At  the  least.  For  if  the  full  time  of  suckling  an  infant  be  two  years,4  or  twenty-four 
months,  there  remain  but  six  months  for  the  space  of  his  being  carried  m  the  womb ;  which  is 
the  least  that  can  be  allowed. 5 

^  These  words,  it  is  said,  were  revealed  on  account  of  Abu  Beer,  who  professed  Islam  in  the 
fortieth  year  of  his  age,  two  years  after  Mohammed's  mission,  and  was  the  only  person,  either 
of  the  Mohajerin  or  the  Ansars.  whose  father  and  mother  were  also  converted;  his  son 
Abd'alrahman,  and  his  grandson  Abu  Atik,  likewise  embracing  the  same  faith.6 

1  AI  Beidawi.        2  Idem,  Jallalo'ddic  3  Idem.         *  See  cap.  2.  p.  25.         6  a1  Beidawi 

•  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin,  &c 
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this  world.  He  who  saithunto  his  parents,  Fie  on  you  !  do  ye  promise 
me  that  I  shall  be  taken  for  thy9'<?w  the  grave  ^  and  restored  to  life;  when 
many  generations  have  passed  away  before  me,  and  none  of  them  have 
returned  back  f^  And  his  parents  implore  God's  assistance,  and  say 
to  their  son,,  Alas  for  thee  !  Believe  :  for  the  promise  of  God  is  true. 
But  he  answereth,  This  is  no  other  than  silly  fables  of  the  ancients. 
These  are  they  whom  the  sentence  passed  on  the  nations  which  have 
been  before  them,  of  genii  and  of  men,  justly  fitteth  :  they  shall  surely 
perish."^  For  every  one  is  prepared  a  certain  degree  of  happi7iess  or 
misery,,  according  to  that  which  they  shall  have  wrought ;  that  God 
may  recompence  them  for  their  works  ;  and  they  shall  not  be  treated 
unjustly.  On  a  certain  day,  the  unbelievers  shall  be  exposed  before 
the  fire  of  hell;  and  it  shall  be  said  unto  them,  Ye  received  your  good 
things  in  your  lifetime,  while  ye  were  in  the  world  ;  and  ye  enjoyed 
yourselves  therein  :  wherefore  this  day  ye  shall  be  rewarded  with  the 
punishment  of  ignominy  ;  for  that  ye  behaved  insolently  in  the  earth, 
without  justice,  and  for  that  ye  transgressed.  Remember  the  brother 
of  Ad,'*  when  he  preached  unto  his  people  in  al  Ahkaf  (and  there  were 
preachers  before  him  and  after  him),  sayijig.  Worship  none  but  God  : 
verily  I  fear  for  you  thje  punishment  of  a  great  day.  They  answered, 
Art  thou  come  unto  us  that  thou  mayest  turn  us  aside  from  the  wor- 
ship of  our  gods  ?  Bring  on  us  now  the  punish?nent  with  which  thou 
threatenest  us,  if  thou  art  a  man  of  veracity.  He  said.  Verily  the 
knowledge  of  the  time  when  your  punishment  will  be  inflicted  is  with 
God  ;  and  I  only  declare  unto  you  that  which  I  am  sent  to  preach; 
but  I  see  ye  are  an  ignorant  people.  And  when  they  saw  the  prepa- 
ration made  for  their  punishment,  namely,  a  cloud  traversing  the  sky, 
and  tending  towards  their  valleys,  they  said,  This  is  a  traversing  cloud, 
which  bringeth  us  rain.  Hud  answered,  Nay  ;  it  is  what  ye  demanded 
to  be  hastened  :  a  wind,  wherein  is  a  severe  vengeance  :  it  will  destroy 
everything,"  at  the  command  of  its  Lord.  And  in  the  morning  nothing 
was  to  be  seen,  besides  their  empty  dwellings.  Thus  do  we  reward 
wicked  people.  We  had  established  them  in  the  like  flourishing  condi- 
tion wherein  we  have  established  you,  O  men  of  Mecca;  and  we  had 
given  them  ears,  and  eyes,  and  hearts  :  yet  neither  their  ears,  nor  their 
eyes,  nor  their  hearts  profited  them  at  all,  when  they  rejected  the  signs 
of  God  ;  but  the  vengeance  which  they  mocked  at  fell  upon  them.  We 
heretofore  destroyed  the  cities  which  were  round  about  you  ;^  and  we 
variously  proposed  our  signs  unto  them,  that  they  might  repent.  Did 
those  protect  them,  whom  they  took  for  gods,  besides  God,  aftd imagined 

•  The  words  seem  to  be  general  ;  but  it  is  said  they  were  revealed  particularly  on  occasion 
of  Abd'alrahman,  the  son  of  Abu  Beer,  who  used  tht  se  expressions  to  his  father  and  mother 
before  he  professed  I  slam..  7 

™  Unless  they  redeem  their  fault  by  repentance,  and  embracing  the  true  faith,  as  did 
Abd'alrahman. 

"  i.e.,  The  prophet  Hud. 

o_Which  came  to  pass  accordingly  ;  for  this  pestilential  and  violent  wind  killed  all  who 
believed  not  in  the  doctrine  of  Hud,  without  distinction  of  sex,  age,  or  degree  ;  and  entirely 
destroyed  their  possessions.  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  I.  p.  5,  and  the  notes  to  chapter  7, 
p.  III. 

P  As  the  settlements  of  the  Thamudites,  Midianites,  and  the  cities  of  Sodom  and  Goaaorrai, 

1  Al  Beidiwl 
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to  be  honoured  with  his  familiarity?  Nay  ;  they  withdrew  from  them  : 
yet  this  was  their  false  opinion  which  seduced  them^  and  the  blasphemy 
which  they  had  devised.  Remember  when  we  caused  certain  of  the 
genii*^  to  turn  aside  unto  thee,  that  they  might  hear  the  Koran  :  and 
when  they  were  present  at  the  reading  of  the  same,  they  said  to  one 
another,  Give  ear  :  and  when  it  was  ended,  they  returned  back  unto 
their  people,  preaching  what  they  had  heard.  They  said,  Our  people, 
verily  we  have  heard  a  book  read  unto  us,  which  hath  been  revealed 
since  Moses,""  confirming  the  scripture  which  was  delivered  before  it ; 
and  directing  unto  the  truth  and  the  right  way.  Our  people,  obey 
God's  preacher :  and  believe  in  him  ;  that  he  may  forgive  you  youi 
sins,  and  may  deliver  you  from  a  painful  punishment.  And  whoevei 
obeyeth  not  God's  preacher,  shall  by  no  means  frustrate  God's  ven- 
geance on  earth  :  neither  shall  he  have  any  protectors  besides  him. 
These  will  be  in  a  manifest  error.  Do  they  not  know  that  God,  who 
hath  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  and  was  not  fatigued  with  the 
creation  thereof,  is  able  to  raise  the  dead  to  life  ?  Yea,  verily :  for  he  is 
almighty.  On  a  certain  day  the  unbelievers  shall  be  exposed  unto  hell 
fire  ;  and  it  shall  be  said  unto  them,  Is  not  this  really  come  to  pass  f 
They  shall  answer,  Yea,  by  our  Lord.  God  shall  reply.  Taste,  there- 
fore, the  punishment  of  hell,  for  that  ye  have  been  unbelievers.  Do 
thou,  O  prophet,  bear  the  insults  of  thy  people  with  patience,  as  our 
apostles,  who  were  endued  with  constancy,  bare  the  injuries  of  their 
people :  and  require  not  their  punishment  to  be  hastened  unto  them. 
On  the  day  whereon  they  shall  see  the /^<;;^/i'/i!/;^<?«/ wherewith  they  have 
been  threatened,  it  shall  seem  as  though  they  had  tarried  in  tht  world 
but  an  hour  of  a  day.  This  is  3,  fair  warning.  Shall  any  perish  except 
the  people  who  transgress  ? 


CHAPTER  XLVII. 

entitled,  MOHAMMED  ;'   REVEALED  AT  MEDINA.* 

IN  THB  NAME  OF  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

/^OD  will  render  of  none  effect  the  works  of  those  who  believe  not, 
^^  and  who  turn  away  men  from  the  way  of  GOD  :  but  as  to  those 
who  believe,  and  work  righteousness,  and  believe  in  the  revelation 
which  hath  been  sent  down  unto  Mohammed  (for  it  is  the  truth  from 

q  These  genii,  according  to  different  opinions,  were  of  Nisibin,  or  of  Yaman,  or  of  Ninive ; 
and  in  number  nine  or  seven.  They  heard  Mohammed  reading  the  Koran  by  night,  or  after 
the  morning  prayer,  in  the  valley  of  al  Nakhlah,  during  the  time  of  his  retreat  to  al  Tayef,  and 
believed  on  him.l 

'  Hence  the  commentators  suppose  those  genii,  before  their  conversion  to  Mohammedism,  to 
have  been  of  the  Jewish  religion. 

*  Some  entitle  this  chapter  IVar,  which  is  therein  commanded  to  be  vigorously  carried  om 
•fjainst  the  enemies  of  the  Mohammedan  faith. 

*  Some  suppose  the  whole  tp  have  been  revealed  at  Mecca. 

1  Idem,  Jallalo'ddia.  -- 
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their  Lord),  he  will  expiate  their  evil  deeds  from  them,  and  will  dispose 
their  heart  aright.  This  will  he  do,  because  those  who  believe  not 
follow  vanity,  and  because  those  who  believe  follow  the  truth  from  their 
Lord.  Thus  God  propoundeth  unto  men  their  examples.  When  ye 
encounter  the  unbelievers,  strike  off  their  heads,  until  ye  have  made  a 
great  slaughter  among  them  ;  and  bind  them  in  bonds  :  and  either  give 
them  a  free  dismission  afterwards,  or  exact  a  ransom  ;  until  the  war 
shall  have  laid  down  its  arms."  This  shall  ye  do:  Verily  if  GOD  pleased, 
he  could  take  vengeance  on  them,  without  your  assistance;  but  he 
commandeth  you  to  fight  his  battles,  that  he  may  prove  the  one  of  you 
by  the  other.  And  as  to  those  who  fight^  in  defence  of  God's  true 
religion,  God  will  not  suffer  their  works  to  perish  :  he  will  guide  them, 
and  will  dispose  their  heart  aright ;  and  he  will  lead  them  into  paradise, 
of  which  he  hath  told  them.  O  true  believers,  if  ye  assist  God,  by 
fighting  for  his  religion,  he  will  assist  you  against  your  enemies;  and 
will  set  your  feet  fast :  but  as  for  the  infidels,  let  them  perish ;  and 
their  works  shall  God  render  vain.  This  shall  befall  thein,  because  they 
have  rejected  with  abhorrence  that  which  GOD  hath  revealed  :  where- 
fore their  works  shall  become  of  no  avail.  Do  they  not  travel  through 
the  earth,  and  see  what  hath  been  the  end  of  those  who  were  before 
them  ?  God  utterly  destroyed  them  :  and  the  like  catastrophe  awaiteth 
the  unbelievers.  This  sha,ll  come  to  pass,  for  that  God  is  the  patron  of 
the  true  believers,  and  for  that  the  infidels  have  no  protector.  Verily 
God  will  introduce  those  who  believe,  and  do  good  works,  into  gardens 
beneath  which  rivers  flow  :  but  the  unbelievers  indulge  themselves  in 
pleasures,  and  eat  as  beasts  eat ;  and  their  abode  shall  be  hell  fire. 
How  many  cities  were  more  mighty  in  strength  than  thy  city  which 
hath  expelled  thee  ;  yet  have  we  destroyed  them,  and  there  was  none 
to  help  them  ?  Shall  he,  therefore,  who  followeth  the  plain  declaration 
of  his  Lord,  be  as  he  whose  evil  works  have  been  dressed  up  for  him 
by  the  devil j  and  who  follow  their  own  lusts?  The  description  of 
paradise,  which  is  promised  unto  the  pious  :  therein  are  rivers  of  incor- 
ruptible water ;  and  rivers  of  milk,  the  taste  whereof  changeth  not ; 
and  rivers  of  wine,  pleasant  unto  those  who  drink  ;  and  rivers  of 
clarified  honey  :  and  therein  shall  they  have  plenty  of  all  kinds  of 
fruits  ;  and  pardon  from  their  LORD.  Shall  the  man  for  whom  these 
things  are  prepared,  be  as  he  who  must  dwell  for  ever  in  hell  fire  ;  and 
will  have  the  boiling  water  given  them  to  drink,  which  shall  burst 
their  bowels .?  Of  the  unbelievers  there  are  some  who  give  ear  unto 
thee,  until,  when  they  go  out  from  thee,  they  say,  by  way  of  derision, 

1  This  law  the  Hanifites  judge  to  be  abrogated,  or  to  relate  particularly  to  the  war  of  Bedr, 
for  the  severity  here  commanded,  which  was  necessary  in  the  beginning  of  Mohammedism,! 
they  think  too  rigorous  to  be  put  in  practice  in  its  flourishing  state.  But  the  Persians  and  some 
others  hold  the  command  to  be  still  in  full  force  ;  for,  according  to  them,  all  the  men  of  full  age 
who  are  taken  in  battle  are  to  be  slain,  unless  they  embrace  the  Mohammedan  faith  ;  and  those 
who  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Moslems  after  the  battle  are  not  to  be  slain,  but  may  either  be  set 
at  liberty  gratis  or  on  payment  of  a  certain  ransom,  or  may  be  exchanged  for  Mohammedan 
prisoners,  or  condemned  to  slavery,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Imam  or  prince. 2 

*  Some  copies,  instead  of  kdtilu,  read  kiitihi,  according  to  which  latter  reading  it  should  be 
rendered,  who  are  slain,  or  stiffer  martyrdom,  &c. 

1  See  cap.  8,  p.  127  and  132.  8  Al  Beidawi.     Vide  Reland.  Dissert,  de  fure  Militan 

Mohanimedanor.  p.  3a. 
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unto  those  to  whom  knowledge  hath  been  given/  What  hath  he  said 
now?  These  are  they  whose  hearts  God  hath  sealed  up,  and  who 
follow  their  own  lusts  :  but  as  to  those  who  are  directed,  God  will 
grant  them  a  more  ample  direction,  and  he  will  instruct  them  what 
to  avoid.^  Do  the  infidels  wait  for  any  other  than  the  last  hour,  that 
it  may  come  upon  them  suddenly  ?  Some  signs  thereof  are  already 
come  :*  and  when  it  shall  actually  overtake  them,  how  can  they  then 
receive  admonition  ?  Know,  therefore,  that  there  is  no  god  but  GOD  : 
and  ask  pardon  for  thy  sin.''  and  for  the  true  believers,  both  men  and 
women.  GOD  knoweth  your  busy  employment  in  the  worlds  and  the 
place  of  your  abode  hereafter.  The  true  believers  say,  Hath  not  a  Sura 
been  revealed  commanding  war  against  the  infidels?  But  when  a 
Sura  without  any  ambiguity  is  revealed,  and  war  is  mentioned  therein, 
thou  mayest  see  those  in  whose  hearts  is  an  infirmity ,°  look  towards  thee 
with  the  look  of  one  whom  death  overshadoweth.  But  obedience 
would  be  more  eligible  for  them,  and  to  speak  that  which  is  convenient. 
And  when  the  command  is  firmly  established,  if  they  give  credit  unto 
God,  it  will  be  better  for  them.  Were  ye  ready,  therefore,  if  ye  had 
been  put  in  authority,^  to  commit  outrages  in  the  earth,  and  to  violate 
your  ties  of  blood  ?  These  are  they  whom  GOD  hath  cursed,  and  hath 
rendered  deaf,  and  whose  eyes  he  hath  blinded.  Do  they  not  therefore 
attentively  meditate  on  the  Koran?  Are  there  locks  upon  their  hearts? 
Verily  they  who  turn  their  backs,  after  the  true  direction  is  made 
manifest  unto  them ;  Satan  shall  prepare  their  wickedness  for  them, 
and  God  shall  bear  with  them  for  a  time.  This  shall  befall  them, 
because  they  say  privately  unto  those  who  detest  what  God  hath 
revealed,  We  will  obey  you  in  part  of  the  matter.*  But  God  knoweth 
their  secrets.  How  therefore  will  it  be  with  them,  when  the  angels 
shall  cause  them  to  die,  and  shall  strike  their  faces  and  their  backs  ?' 
This  shall  they  suffer,  because  they  follow  that  which  provoketh  God 
to  wrath,  and  are  averse  to  what  is  well  pleasing  unto  him  :  and  he 
will  render  their  works  vain.  Do  they  in  whose  hearts  is  an  infirmity, 
imagine  that  GOD  will  not  bring  their  malice  to  light  ?  If  we  pleased, 
we  could  surely  show  them  unto  thee,  and  thou  shouldst  know  them  by 
their  marks  ;  but  thou  shalt  certainly  know  them  by  their  perverse 
pronunciation  of  their  words.  GOD  knoweth  your  actions  :  and  we 
will  try  you,  until  we  know  those  among  you  who  fight  valiantly,  and 

y  i.e..  The  more  learned  of  Mohammed's  companions,  such  as  Ebn  Masud  and  Ebn  Abba*.' 

«  Or,  as  the  words  may  also  be  translated,  and  he  will  rciuani  theinfor  their  piety. 

a  As  the  mission  of  Mohammed,  the  splitting  of  the  moon,  and  the  smoke,l  mentioned  in  the 
forty-fourth  chapter. 

b  Though  Mohammed  here  and  elsewhere^  acknowledges  himself  to  be  a  sinner,  yet  several 
Mohammedan  doctors  pretend  he  was  wholly  free  from  sin,  and  suppose  he  is  here  commanded 
to  ask  forgiveness,  not  that  he  wanted  it,  but  that  he  might  set  an  example  to  his  followers : 
v/herefore  he  used  to  say  of  himself,  if  the  tradition  be  true,  I  ask  pardon  of  God  a  htitidred 
times  a  day.  ^ 

^  As  hypocrisy,  cowardice,  or  instability  in  their  religion. 

<l  Or,  as  the  words  may  also  be  translated,  1/ ye  had  turned  back,  and  apostatized  from  your 
faith. 

'  i.e..  In  part  of  what  ye  desire  of  us;  by  staying  at  home  and  not  going  forth  with 
Mohammed  to  war,  and  by  private  combination  against  him.'* 

f  These  words  are  supposed  to  allude  to  the  examination  of  the  sepulchre. 


S  Jallalo'ddin. 
Al  Beidawi. 


1  Idem,  ol  BeidawL        *  See  cap.  48,  in  the  beginning.         •  Jallalo'ddio 


cttAP.  xLViii.  AL  KORAN.  377 

who  persevere  with  constancy ;  and  we  will  try  the  reports  of  your 
behaviour.  Verily  those  who  believe  not,  and  turn  away  men  from  the 
way  of  God,  and  make  opposition  against  the  apostle,^  after  the  divine 
direction  hath  been  manifested  unto  them,  shall  not  hurt  GOD  at  all ; 
but  he  shall  make  their  works  to  perish.  O  true  believers,  obey  Gop  ; 
and  obey  the  apostle  :  and  render  not  your  works  of  no  effect.  Verily 
those  who  believe  not,  and  who  turn  away  men  from  the  way  of  God, 
and  then  die,  being  unbelievers,  God  will  by  no  means  forgive.  Faint 
not,  therefore,  neither  invite  your  enejnies  to  peace,  while  ye  are  the 
superior  :  for  God  is  with  you,  and  will  not  defraud  you  of  the  merit  of 
your  works.  Verily  this  present  life  is  only  a  play  and  a  vain  amuse- 
ment :  but  if  ye  believe,  and  fear  God,  he  will  give  you  your  rewards. 
He  doth  not  require  of  you  your  whole  substance  :  if  he  should  require 
the  whole  of  you,  and  earnestly  press  you,  ye  would  become  niggardly, 
and  it  would  raise  your  hatred  against  his  apostle.  Behold,  ye  are 
those  who  are  invited  to  expend  part  of  your  substance  for  the  support 
of  God's  true  religion  ;  and  there  are  some  of  you  who  are  niggardly. 
But  whoever  shall  be  niggardly,  shall  be  niggardly  towards  his  own 
soul  :  for  GOD  wanteth  nothing,  but  ye  are  needy  :  and  if  ye  turn  back, 
he  will  substitute  another  people  in  your  stead,  who  shall  not  be  like 
unto  you.*" 


V 


CHAPTER   XLVni. 

ENTITLED,  THE  VICTORY;    REVEALED   AT   MEDINA. 

IN   THE  NAME  OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL  GOD. 

ERILY  we  have  granted  thee  a  manifest  victory  }  that  God  may 
forgive  thee^  thy  preceding  and  thy  subsequent  sin,^  and  may 


g  These  were  the  tribes  of  Koreidha  and  al  Nadir ;  or  those  who  distributed  provision  to  the 
army  of  the  Koreish  at  Bedr.l 

li  i.e..  In  backwardness  and  aversion  to  the  propagation  of  the  faith.  The  people  here  designed 
to  be  put  in  the  place  of  these  lukewarm  Moslems  are  generally  supposed  to  be  the  Persians, 
there  being  a  tradition  that  Mohammed,  being  asked  what  people  they  were,  at  a  time  when 
Salman  was  sitting  by  him,  clapped  his  hand  on  his  thigh,  and  said.  This  tnan  and  his  nation. 
Others,  however,  are  of  opinion  the  Ansars  or  the  angels  are  intended  in  this  place. 2 

i  This  victory,  from  which  the  chapter  takes  its  title,  according  to  the  most  received  inter- 
pretation, was  the  taking  of  the  city  of  Mecca.  The  passage  is  said  to  have  been  revealed  on 
Mohammed's  return  from  the  expedition  of  al  Hodeibiya,  and  contains  a  promise  or  prediction 
of  this  signal  success,  which  happened  not  till  two  years  after,  the  preterite  tense  being  therein 
used,  according  to  the  prophetic  style,  for  the  future."* 

There  are  some,  notwithstanding,  who  suppose  the  advantage  here  intended  was  the  pacifi- 
cation of  al  Hodeibiya,  which  is  here  called  a  victory,  because  the  Meccans  sued  for  peace, 
and  made  a  truce  there  with  Mohammed,  their  breaking  of  which  occasioned  the  taking  of 
Mecca.  Others  think  the  conquest  of  Khaibar,  or  the  victory  over  the  Greeks  at  Muta,  &c., 
to  be  meant  in  this  place. 

^  That  is  to  say,  that  God  may  give  thee  an  opportunity  of  deserving  forgiveness  by  eradi- 
cating of  idolatry,  and  exalting  his  true  religion,  and  the  delivering  of  the  weak  from  the 
hands  of  the  ungodly,  &c. 

I  i.t..  Whatever  thou  hast  done  worthy  reprehension  ;  or,  thy  sins  committed  as  well  in  the 
time  of  ignorance  as  since.     Some  expound  the  words  more  particularly,  and  say  the  preceding 

1  Al  Beidawi.     See  cap.  8,  p.  129,  note  7.         2  IJeni.         3  A!  Zamakh.,  a.  Bcidav.i,  &c. 
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complete  his  favour  on  thee,  and  direct  thee  in  the  right  way ;  and 
that  God  may  assist  thee  with  a  glorious  assistance.  It  is  he  who 
sendeth  down  secure  tranquillity  into  the  hearts  of  the  true  believers, 
that  they  may  increase  in  faith,  beyond  their  forjner  faith  (the  hosts 
of  heaven  and  earth  are  God's  ;  and  God  is  knowing  and  wise)  :  that 
he  may  lead  the  true  believers  of  both  sexes  into  gardens  beneath 
which  rivers  flow,  to  dwell  therein  for  ever  ;  and  may  expiate  their 
evil  deeds  from  them  (this  will  be  great  felicity  with  God)  :  and  that 
he  may  punish  the  hypocritical  men,  and  the  hypocritical  women,  and 
the  idolaters,  and  the  idolatresses,  who  conceive  an  ill  opinion  of  God. 
They  shall  experience  a  turn  of  evil  fortune  ;  and  GOD  shall  be  angry 
with  them,  and  shall  curse  them,  and  hath  prepared  hell  for  them  ;  an 
ill  journey  shall  it  be  thither!  Unto  GOD  belong  the  hosts  of  heaven 
and  earth  ;  and  GOD  is  mighty  and  wise.  Verily  we  have  sent  thee  to 
be  a  witness,  and  a  bearer  of  good  tidings,  and  a  denouncer  of  threats  ; 
that  ye  may  believe  in  GOD  and  his  apostle  ;  and  may  assist  him,  and 
revere  him,  and  praise  him  morning  and  evening.  Verily  they  who 
swear  fealty'"  unto  thee,  swear  fealty  unto  GOD  :  the  hand  of  GOD  is 
over  their  hands."  Whoever  shall  violate  his  oath,  will  violate  the 
same  to  the  hurt  only  of  his  own  soul :  but  whoever  shall  perform  that 
which  he  hath  covenanted  with  GOD,  he  will  surely  give  him  a  great 
reward.  The  Arabs  of  the  desert  who  were  left  behind"  will  say  unto 
thee.  Our  substance  and  our  families  employed  us,  so  that  we  went  not 
forth  with  thee  to  war;  wherefore  ask  pardon  for  us.  They  speak  that 
with  their  tongues,  which  is  not  in  their  hearts.  Answer,  Who  shall 
be  able  to  obtain  for  you  anything  from  GOD  to  the  cotttrary,  if  he  is 
pleased  to  afflict  you,  or  is  pleased  to  be  gracious  unto  you  ?  Yea 
verily,  GOD  is  well  acquainted  with  that  which  ye  do.  Truly  ye 
imagined  that  the  apostle  and  the  true  believers  would  never  return  to 
their  families  ;  and  this  was  prepared  in  your  hearts  :  but  ye  imagined 
an  evil  imagination  ;  and  ye  are  a  corrupt  people.  Whoso  beheveth 
not  in  God  and  his  apostle,  verily  we  have  prepared  burning  fire  for 
the  unbelievers.  Unto  God  belongeth  the  kingdom  of  heaven  and 
earth  :  he  forgiveth  whom  he  pleaseth,  and  he  punisheth  whom  he 
pleaseth ;  and  GOD  is  inclined  to  forgive,  and  merciful.  Those  who 
were  left  behind  will  say,  when  ye  go  forth  to  take  the  spoil,^  Suffer  us 

or  former  fault  was  his  lying  with  his  handmaid  Mary,l  contrary  to  his  oath ;  and  the  latter, 
his  marr>'ing  of  Zeinab,2  the  wife  of  Zeid  his  adopted  son.3 

™  The  original  word  signifies  publicly  to  acknowledge  or  inaugurate  a  prince,  by  swearing 
fidelity  and  obedience  to  him. 

"  That  is,  he  beholdeth  from  above,  and  is  witness  to  the  solemnity  of  your  giving  your  faith 
to  his  apostle,  and  will  reward  you  for  it.4  The  expression  alludes  to  the  manner  of  their 
plighting  their  faith  on  these  occasions. 

o  These  were  the  tribes  of  Aslam,  Joheinah,  Mozeinah,  and  Ghifar,  who,  being  summoned 
to  attend  Mohammed  in  the  expedition  of  al  Hodeibiya,  stayed  behind,  and  excused  themselves 
by  saying  their  families  must  suffer  in  their  absence,  and  would  be  robbed  of  the  little  they 
had  (for  these  tribes  were  of  the  poorer  Arabs)  ;  whereas  in  reality  they  wanted  firmness  in  the 
faith,  and  courage  to  face  the  Koreish.5 

P  viz..  In  the  expedition  of  Khaibar.  The  prophet  returned  from  al  Hodeibiya  in  Dhu'lhajja, 
in  the  sixth  year  of  the  Hejra,  and  stayed  at  Medina  the  remainder  of  that  month  and  the  be- 
ginning of  Moharram,  and  then  set  forward  against  the  Jews  of  Khaibar,  with  those  only  who 
had  attended  him  to  Hodeibiya ;  and  having  made  himself  master  of  the  place,  and  all  the 


1  See  cap.  66,  and  the  notes  thereon. 
♦  Jallalo'ddin.         ^  Idem,  al  Beidawi. 


2  See  cap.  33,  and  the  notes  thereon.      3  Al  Zamakb 
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to  follow  you.  They  seek  to  change  the  word  of  GoD.^i  Say,  Ye 
shall  by  no  means  follow  us  :  thus  hath  God  said  heretofore.  They 
will  reply,  Nay  ;  ye  enyy  us  a  share  of  the  booty.  But  they  are  men 
of  small  understanding.  Say  unto  the  Arabs  of  the  desert  who  were 
left  behind,  Ye  shall  be  called  forth  against  a  mighty  atia  a  warlike 
nation  •?  ye  shall  fight  against  them,  or  they  shall  profess  Islam,  If 
ye  obey,  God  will  give  you  a  glorious  reward  :  but  if  ye  turn  back, 
as  ye  turned  back  heretofore,  he  will  chastise  you  with  a  grievous 
chastisement.  It  shall  be  no  crime  in  the  blind,  neither  shall  it  be  a 
crime  in  the  lame,  neither  shall  it  be  a  crime  in  the  sick,  if  they  go  not 
forth  to  war :  and  whoso  shall  obey  GoD  and  his  apostle,  he  shall 
lead  him  into  gardens  beneath  which  rivers  flow  ;  but  whoso  shall 
turn  back,  he  will  chastise  him  with  a  grievous  chastisement.  Now 
God  was  well  pleased  with  the  true  believers,  when  they  sware  fidelity 
unto  thee  under  the  tree  f  and  he  knew  that  which  was  in  their 
hearts  :  wherefore  he  sent  down  on  them  tranquillity  of  mind,*  and 
rewarded  them  with  a  speedy  victory,"  and  many  spoils  which  they 
took  :  for  GOD  is  mighty  and  wise.  GOD  promised  you  many  spoils 
which  ye  should  take ;  but  he  gave  you  these  by  way  of  earnest ;  and  he 
restrained  the  hands  of  men  from  you  :^  and  the  same  may  be  a  sign 
unto  the  true  believers  ;  and  that  he  may  guide  you  into  the  right  way. 
And  he  also  ;pro7niseth  you  o\htr  spoils,  v^^hich.  ye  have  not_y^/  been  able 
to  take :  but  now  hath  GOD  encompassed  Xhtra  for yotij  and  GoD  is 
almighty.  If  the  unbelieving  Meccans  had  fought  against  you,  verily 
they  had  turned  their  backs,  and  they  would  not  have  found  a  patron 
or  protector  :  according  to  the  ordinance  of  GOD,  which  hath  been  put 
in  execution  heretofore  against  opposers  of  the  prophets j  for  thou  shalt 
not  find  any  change  in  the  ordinance  of  GOD.  //  was  he  who  restrained 
their  hands  from  you,  and  your  hands  from  them,  in  the  valley  of 
Mecca  ;  after  that  he  had  given  you  the  victory  over  them  •?  and  GOD 

castles  and  strongholds  in  that  territory,!  took  spoils  to  a  great  value,  which  he  divided  among 
them  who  were  present  at  that  expedition,  and  none  else. 2 

q  Which  was  his  promise  to  those  who  attended  the  prophet  to  al  Hodeibiya,  that  he  would 
make  them  amends  for  their  missing  of  the  plunder  of  Mecca  at  that  time  by  giving  them  that 
of  Khaibar  in  lieu  thereof.  Some  think  the  word  here  intended,  to  be  that  passage  in  the  ninth 
chapter,^  Ye  shall  not  go  forth  with  me  for  the  future,  &c.,  which  yet  was  plainly  revealed 
long  after  the  taking  of  Khaibar,  on  occasion  of  the  expedition  of  Tabuc.4 

''  These  were  Banu  Honeifa,  who  inhabited  al  Yamama,  and  were  the  followers  of  Moseilama, 
Mohammed's  competitor ;  or  any  other  of  those  tribes  which  apostatized  from  Mohammedism,^ 
or,  as  others  rather  suppose,  the  Persians  or  the  Greeks. 6 

^  Mohammed,  when  at  al  Hodeibiya,  sent  Jawwas  Ebn  Omeyya  the  Khoza'ite,  to  acquaint 
the  Meccans  that  he  was  come  with  a  peaceable  intention  to  visit  the  temple ;  but  they,  ofl 
some  jealousy  conceived,  refusing  to  admit  him,  the  prophet  sent  Othman  Ebn  Affan,  whom 
they  imprisoned,  and  a  report  ran  that  he  was  slain :  whereupon  Mohammed  called  his  men 
.  about  him,  and  they  took  an  oath  to  be  faithful  to  him,  even  to  death ;  during  which  ceremony 
he  sat  under  a  tree,  supposed  by  some  to  have  been  an  Egyptian  thorn,  and  by  others  a  kind 
of  lote-tree.7 

*  The  original  word  is  Sak'inat,  of  which  notice  has  been  taken  elsewhere. 8 

"  Namely,  the  success  at  Khaibar ;  or,  as  some  rather  imagine,  the  taking  of  Mecca,  &c. 

*  i.e.,  The  hands  of  those  of  Khaibar,  or  of  their  successors  of  the  tribes  of  Asad  and  Ghatfan, 
or  of  the  inhabitants  of  Mecca,  by  the  pacification  of  al  Hodeibiya.l 

/  Jallalo'ddin  says  that  fourscore  of  the  infidels  came  privately  to  Mohammed's  camp  at  al 
Hodeibiya,  with  an  intent  to  surprise  some  of  his  men,  but  were  taken  and  brought  before  the 

1  Vide  Abulf.  Vit.  Moh.  p.  87,  &c.  2  Al  Beidawi.  3  Page  144.  4  Al  Beidawi 

*  Idem.  6  Jallalo'ddin.  7  Idem,  al  Beidawi.      Vide  Abulf.  Vit,  Moh,  p,  8d 

*  lu  not.  ad  cap.  2,  p.  aj.        1  Al  Beidawi. 
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saw  that  which  ye  did.  These  are  they  who  believed  not,  and  hindered 
you  from  visiting  the  holy  temple,  and  also  hindered  the  offering,  being 
detained,  that  it  should  not  arrive  at  the  place  where  it  ought  to  be 
sacrificed.^  Had  it  not  been  that  ye  might  have  trampled  on  divers 
true  believers,  both  men  and  women,  whom  ye  knew  not,  being  pro- 
miscuously assejubled  with  the  infidels^  and  that  a  crime  might  there- 
fore have  lighted  on  you  on  their  account,  without  your  knowledge,  he 
had  not  restrained  your  hands  from  them:  but  this  zvas  done,  that  GOD 
might  lead  whom  he  pleaseth  into  his  mercy.  If  they  had  been  dis- 
tinguished from  one  another,  we  had  surely  chastised  such  of  them  as 
believed  not,  with  a  severe  chastisement.  When  the  unbelievers  had 
put  in  their  hearts  an  affected  preciseness,  the  preciseness  of  ignorance, 
and  God  sent  down  his  tranquillity  on  his  apostle  and  on  the  true 
believers  f-  and  firmly  fixed  in  them  the  word  of  piety,**  and  they  were 
the  most  worthy  of  the  same,  and  the  most  deserving  thereof :  for  GOD 
knoweth  all  things.  Now  hath  GOD  in  truth  verified  unto  his  apostle 
the  vision,"  wherein  he  said,  Ye  shall  surely  enter  the  holy  temple  0/ 
Mecca,  if  GOD  please,  in  full  security  j  having  your  heads  shaved,  and 

prophet,  who  pardoned  them  and  ordered  them  to  be  set  at  liberty ;  and  this  generous  action 
was  the  occasion  of  the  truce  struck  up  by  the  Koreish  with  Mohammed  ;  for  thereupon  they 
sent  Sohail  Ebn  Amru  and  some  others  (and  not  Arwa  Ebn  Masud,  as  is  said  by  mistake  in 
another  place,2  for  his  errand  was  an  actual  defiance)  to  treat  for  peace. 

Al  Beidawi  explains  the  passage  by  another  story,  telling  us  that  Acrema  Ebn  Abi  Jahl  march- 
ing from  Mecca  at  the  head  of  five  hundred  men  toal  Hodeibiya,  Mohammed  sent  against  him 
Khaled  Ebn  al  Walid  with  a  detachment,  who  drove  the  infidels  back  to  the  innermost  part  of 
Mecca  (as  the  word  here  translated  valley  properly  signifies),  ana  then  left  them,  out  of  respect 
to  the  place. 

2  Mohammed's  intent,  in  the  expedition  of  al  Hodeibiya,  being  only  to  visit  the  temple  of 
Mecca  in  a  peaceable  manner,  and  to  offer  a  sacrifice  in  the  valley  of  Rlina,  according  to  the 
established  rites,  he  carried  beasts  with  him  for  that  puqwse ;  but  was  not  permitted  by  the 
Koreish  either  to  enter  the  temple  or  to  go  to  Mina. 

^  This  passage  v/as  occasioned  by  the  stiffness  of  Sohail  and  his  companions  in  wording  the 
treaty  concluded  with  Mohammed  ;  for  when  the  prophet  ordered  AH  to  begin  with  the  form. 
In  the  name  of  the  most  niercifnl  God,  they  objected  to  it,  and  insisted  that  he  should 
begin  with  this :  In  thy  naiiie,  O  God  ;  which  Mohammed  submitted  to,  and  proceeded  to 
dictate,  These  are  the  conditions  on  zvhich  Mohammed,  the  apostle  of  GoD,  has  made  peace 
with  those  of  Mecca  ;  to  this  Sohail  again  objected,  saying,  I/ive  had  ack7toivledged  thee  to  be 
the  apostle  ofQ>OT>,  ive  had  not  given  thee  any  opposition  ;  whereupon  Mohammed  ordered  AH 
to  write  as  Sohail  desired.  These  are  the  conditions  zvhich  Mohammed,  the  son  of  Abdallah, 
&.C.  But  the  Moslems  were  so  disgusted  thereat,  that  they  were  on  the  point  of  breaking  off 
the  treaty,  and  had  fallen  on  the  Meccans,  had  not  God  appeased  and  calmed  their  minds,  as 
it  follows  in  the  text.3 

The  terms  of  this  pacification  were  that  there  should  be  a  truce  for  ten  years ;  that  any  person 
might  enter  Into  league  either  with  Mohammed  or  with  the  Koreish,  as  he  should  think  fit ; 
and  that  Mohammed  should  have  the  liberty  to  visit  the  temple  of  Mecca  the  next  year  for 
three  days."* 

b  i.e..  The  Mohammedan  profession  of  faith  ;  or  the  Bismillahy  and  the  words,  Mohamnied, 
the  apostle  of  Gou,  which  were  rejected  by  the  infidels. 

'^  Or  dream  which  Mohammed  had  at  Medina  before  he  set  out  for  al  Hodeibiya  ;  wherein 
he  dreamed  that  he  and  his  companions  entered  Mecca  in  security,  with  their  heads  shaven  and 
their  hair  cut.  This  dream  being  imparted  by  the  prophet  to  his  followers,  occasioned  a  grea* 
deal  of  joy  among  them,  and  they  supposed  it  would  be  fulfilled  that  same  year ;  but  when 
they  saw  the  truce  concluded,  which  frustrated  their  expectation  for  that  time,  they  were 
deeply  concerned  ;  whereupon  this  passage  was  revealed  for  their  consolation,  confirming  the 
vision,  which  was  not  to  be  fulfilled  till  the  year  after,  when  Mohammed  performed  the  visita- 
tion distinguished  by  the  addition  of  al  Kada,  or  completion,  because  he  then  completed  the 
visitation  of  the  former  year,  when  the  Koreish  not  permitting  him  to  enter  Mecca,  he  was 
obliged  to  kill  his  victims,  and  to  shave  himself  at  al  Hodeibiya.^ 

3  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  II.  p.  41.  8  Al  Beidawi.  Vide  Abulf.  Vi|  Moh.  p.  87.  «  Idem. 
6  Al  Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddin.     Vide  Abulf  Vit.  Moh.  p.  84,  87, 
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your  hair  cut  :•*  ye  shall  not  fear  :  for  God  knoweth  that  which  ye  kno^ 
not ;  and  he  hath  appointed  you,  besides  this,  a  speedy  victory.®  //  is 
he  who  hath  sent  his  apostle  with  the  direction,  and  the  religion  of 
truth  ;  that  he  may  exalt  the  same  above  every  religion:  and  GOD  is  a 
sufficient  witness  hereof.  Mohammed  is  the  apostle  of  God  :  and  those 
who  are  with  him  are  fierce  against  the  unbelievers,  but  compassionate 
towards  one  another.  Thou  mayest  see  them  bowing  down,  prostrate, 
seeking  a  recompence  from  GOD,  and  his  goodwill.  Their  signs  are  in 
their  faces,  being  marks  oi frequent  prostration.  This  is  their  descrip- 
tion in  the  Pentateuch,  and  their  description  in  the  gospel  :  they  are  as 
seed  which  putteth  forth  its  stalk,  and  strengtheneth  it,  and  swelleth  in 
the  ear,  and  riseth  upon  its  stem  ;  giving  delight  unto  the  sower.  Such 
are  the  Moslems  described  to  be:  that  the  infidels  may  swell  with  mdig- 
nation  at  them.  GoD  hath  promised  unto  such  of  them  as  believe  and 
do  good  works,  pardon  and  a  great  reward. 


CHAPTER    XLIX. 

ENTITLED,  THE   INNER  APARTMENTS  J   REVEALED  AT  MEDINA. 

IN   THE   NAME   OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL   GOD. 

OTRUE  believers,  anticipate  not  any  matter  in  the  sight  of  GOD 
and  his  apostle  :'  and  fear  GOD  ;  for  GOD  both  heareth  and 
knoweth.  O  true  believers,  raise  not  your  voices  above  the  voice  of 
the  prophet ;«  neither  speak  loud  unto  him  in  discourse,  as  ye  speak 
loud  unto  one  another,  lest  your  works  become  vain,  and  ye  perceive 
//  not.  Verily  they  who  lower  their  voices  in  the  presence  of  the 
apostle  of  God,  are  those  whose  hearts  God  hath  disposed  unto  piety  : 
they  shaD  obtain  pardon  and  a  great  reward.  As  to  those  who  call 
unto  thee  fi^om  without  the  inner  apartments  ;^  the  greater  part  of  them 
do  not  understand  the  respect  due  to  thee.  If  they  wait  with  patience, 
until  thou  come  forth  unto  them,  it  will  certainly  be  better  for  them  : 
but  God  is  inclined  to  forgive,  aiid  merciful.  O  true  believers,  if  a 
wicked  man  come  unto  you  with  a  tale,  inquire  strictly  iiito  the  truth 

^  i.e..  Some  being  shaved,  and  others  having  only  their  hair  cut. 

*  viz.,  The  taking  of  Khaibar. 

f  That  is,  do  not  presume  to  give  your  own  decision  in  any  case,  before  ye  have  received  the 
judgment  of  God  and  his  apostle. 

S  This  verse  is  said  to  have  been  occasioned  by  a  dispute  between  Abu  Beer  and  Omar,  con- 
cerning the  appointing  of  a  governor  of  a  certain  place  ;  in  which  they  raised  their  voices  so 
high,  in  the  presence  of  the  apostle,  that  it  was  thought  proper  to  forbid  such  indecencies  for 
the  future. 1 

^  These,  they  say,  were  Oyeyna  Ebn  Osein,  and  al  Akra  Ebn  Habes ;  who  wanting  to  speak 
with  Mohammed,  when  he  was  sleeping  at  noon  in  his  women's  apartment,  had  the  rudenes* 
to  call  out  several  times,  Mohatnined,  come/orth  to  Jis.^ 

1  Jallal         2  Al  BeidawL 
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thereof;  lest  ye  hurt  people  through  ignorance,  and  afterwards  repent 
of  what  ye  have  done  -}  and  know  that  the  apostle  of  God  is  among 
you  :  if  he  should  obey  you  in  many  things,  ye  would  certainly  be 
guilty  of  a  crime,  in  leading  him  into  a  mistake.  But  GOD  hath  made 
the  faith  amiable  unto  you,  and  hath  prepared  the  same  in  your  hearts  ; 
and  hath  rendered  infidelity,  and  iniquity,  and  disobedience  hateful 
unto  you.  These  are  they  who  walk  in  the  right  way  ;  through  mercy 
from  God,  and  grace  :  and  GOD  is  knowing  and  wise.  If  two  parties 
of  the  believers  contend  with  one  another,  do  ye  endeavour  to  compose 
the  matter  between  them  :  and  if  the  one  of  them  offer  an  insult  unto 
the  other,  fight  against  that  party  which  offered  the  insult,  until  they 
return  unto  the  judgment  of  God  ;  and  if  they  do  return,  make  peace 
between  them  with  equity  :  and  act  with  justice  ;  for  GOD  loveth  those 
who  act  justly.^  Verily  the  true  believers  are  brethren  :  wherefore 
reconcile  your  brethren  ;  and  fear  GOD,  that  ye  may  obtain  mercy. 
O  true  believers,  let  not  men  laugh  other  men  to  scorn  ;  who  perad- 
venture  may  be  better  than  themselves  ;  neither  let  women  laugh  other 
women  to  scorn;  who  may  possibly  be  better  than  themselves.  Neither 
defame  one  another ;  nor  call  one  another  by  opprobrious  appellations. 
An  ill  name  it  is  to  be  charged  with  wickedness,  after  having  embraced 
the  faith  :  and  whoso  repenteth  not,  they  will  be  the  unjust  doers.^  O 
true  believers,  carefully  avoid  entertaining  a  suspicion  of  another :  for 
some  suspicions  are  a  crime.  Inquire  not  too  curiously  i7ito  other 
men^s  failings :  neither  let  the  one  of  you  speak  ill  of  another  in  his 
absence.  Would  any  of  you  desire  to  eat  the  flesh  of  his  dead  brother? 
Surely  ye  would  abhor  it.  And  fear  GOD  :  for  God  is  easy  to  be 
reconciled,  ajid  merciful.  O  men,  verily  we  have  created  you  of  a  male 
and  a  female ;  and  we  have  distributed  you  into  nations  and  tribes, 
that  ye  might  know  one  another.  Verily  the  most  honourable  of  you, 
in  the  sight  of  GoD,  is  the  most  pious  of  you  :  and  GOD  is  wise  and 
knowing.     The  Arabs  of  the  desert"^  say.  We  believe.    Answer,  Ye  do 

J  This  passage  was  occasioned,  it  is  said,  by  the  following  accident.  Al  Walid  Ebn  Okba 
being  sent  by  Moliammed  to  collect  the  alms  from  the  tribe  of  al  Mostalek,  when  he  saw  them 
come  out  to  meet  him  in  great  numbers,  grew  apprehensive  they  designed  him  some  mischief, 
because  of  past  enmity  between  him  and  them  in  the  time  of  ignorance,  and  immediately  turned 
back,  and  told  the  prophet  they  refused  to  pay  their  alms,  and  attempted  to  kill  him  ;  upon 
which  Mohammed  was  thinking  to  reduce  them  by  force :  but  on  sending  Khaled  Ebn  al  Walid 
to  them,  he  found  his  former  messenger  had  wrongt  i  them,  and  that  they  continued  in  their 
obedience. 3 

^  This  verse  is  supposed  to  have  been  occasioned  by  a  fray  which  happened  between  the  tribes 
of  al  Aws  and  al  Khazraj.  Some  relate  that  the  prophet  one  day  riding  on  an  ass,  as  he  passed 
near  Abdallah  Ebn  Obba,  the  ass  chanced  to  stale,  at  which  Ebn  Obba  stopped  his  nose ;  and 
Ebn  Rawaha  said  to  him.  By  God,  t/ie  piss  of  his  ass  smells  sweeter  thaft  thy  musk  :  where- 
upon a  quarrel  ensued  between  their  followers,  and  they  came  to  blows,  though  they  struck  one 
another  only  with  their  hands  and  slippers,  or  with  palm-branches.'* 

1  It  is  said  that  this  verse  was  revealed  on  account  of  Safiya  Bint  Hoyai.  one  of  the  prophet's 
wives  ;  who  came  to  her  husband  and  complained  that  the  women  said  to  ner,  O  thou  Jeivess, 
the  dmighter  of  a  Jeiv  and  of  a  Jewess :  to  which  he  answered,  Canst  thou  not  say,  Aaron  ii 
my  father,  and  Moses  is  my  -uncle,  and  Mohammed  is  my  hiid>ajid?^ 

'^^  These  were  certain  of  the  tribe  of  Asad,  who  came  to  Medina  in  a  year  of  scarcity,  and 
having  proftssed  Mohammedism,  told  the  prophet  that  they  had  brought  al^  their  goods  and 
their  families,  and  would  not  oppose  him,  as  some  other  tribes  hal  done  :  and  this  they  said  to 
obtain  a  part  of  the  alms,  and  to  upbraid  him  with  their  having  embraced  his  religion  and 
party.6 

3  Idem,  Jallal.  ♦  Idem  '  Al  Beidawi.     See  Prid.  Life  of  Mahcm.  p.  lu,  &.c 

6  Idem. 
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by  no  means  believe ;  but  say,  We  have  embraced  Islam  i"  for  the 
faith  hath  not  yet  entered  into  your  hearts.  If  ye  obey  GOD  and  his 
apostle,  he  will  not  defraud  you  of  any  part  of  the  merit  of  your  works  : 
for  God  is  inclined  to  forgive,  and  merciful.  Verily  the  true  believers 
a7'e  those  only  who  believe  in  God  and  his  apostle,  and  afterwards 
doubt  not  ;  and  who  employ  their  substance  and  their  persons  in  the 
defence  of  God's  true  religion  :  these  are  they  who  speak  sincerely. 
Say,  Will  ye  inform  GOD  concerning  your  religion  ?°  B.it  GOD  knoweth 
whatever  is  in  heaven  and  in  earth  :  for  God  is  omniscient.  They 
upbraid  thee  that  they  have  embraced  Islam.  Answer,  Upbraid  me 
not  with  your  having  embraced  Islam  :  rather  GOD  upbraideth  you, 
that  he  hath  directed  you  to  the  faith  -^  if  ye  speak  sincerely.  Verily 
God  knoweth  the  secrets  of  heaven  and  earth  :  and  GOD  beholdeth 
that  which  ye  do. 


K 


CHAPTER   L. 

ENTITLED,   K;   REVEALED    AT   MECCA. 

IN   THE    WAME   OF   THE    MOST   MERCIFUL  GOD, 

'^  By  the  glorious  Koran :  verily  they  wonder  that  a  preacher 
•  from  among  themselves  is  come  unto  them ;  and  the  unbelievers 
say,  This  is  a  wonderful  thing  :  after  we  shall  be  dead,  and  become 
dust,  shall  we  7'eiurn  to  life  ?  This  is  a  return  remote  from  thought. 
Now  we  know  what  the  earth  consumeth  of  them  \  and  with  us  is  a 
book  which  keepeth  an  account  thereof  But  they  charge  falsehood  on 
the  truth,  after  it  hath  come  unto  them  :  wherefore  they  are  piimged 
in  a  confused  business."^  Do  they  not  look  up  to  the  heaven  above 
them,  and  consider  how  we  have  raised  it  and  adorned  it ;  and  that 
there  a7'e  no  flaws  therein  ?  We  have  also  spread  forth  the  earth,  and 
thrown  thereon  mountains  firmly  rooted  :^  and  we  cause  every  beauti- 
ful kind  of  vegetables  to  spring  up  therein  ;  for  a  subject  of  meditation, 
and  an  admonition  unto  every  man  who  turneth  unto  tis.  And  we  send 
down  rain  as  a  blessing  from  heaven,  whereby  we  cause  gardens  to 
spring  forth,  and  the  grain  of  harvest,  and  tall  palm-trees  having 
branches  laden  with  dates  hanging  one  above  another,  as  a  provision 

"  That  is,  Ye  are  not  sincere  believers,  but  outward  professors  only  of  the  true  religion.       ' 

o  i.e..  Will  ye  pretend  to  deceive  him,  by  saying  ye  are  true  believers? 

P  Theobligation  being  not  on  Gop's  side,  but  on  yours,  for  that  he  has  favoured  you  so  fai 
as  to  guide  you  into  the  true  faith,  if  ye  are  sincere  believers. 

<1  Some  imagine  that  this  letter  is  designed  to  express  the  mountain  Kaf,  which  several 
eastern  writers  fancy  encompasses  the  whole  world. 1  Others  say  it  stands  for  Kada  al  amr, 
i.e.,  The  matter  is  decreed,  viz.,  the  chastisement  of  the  infidels.2  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect. 
III.  p.  46,  &c. 

''  Not  knowing  what  certainly  to  afifirm  of  the  Koran  ;  calling  it  sometimes  a  piece  of  poetrj', 
at  other  times  a  piece  of  sorcery,  and  at  other  times  a  piece  of  divination,  &c. 

*  See  chapter  16,  p.  196,  and  chapter  31,  p.  307. 

1  Vide  D  Herbel.  Bibl.  Orient.  Art.  Caf.        «  Al  Beidawi.   Jallalo'ddin. 
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for  mankind  ;  and  we  thereby  quicken  a  dead  country  :  so  shall  be  the 
coming  forth  of  the  dead  from  their  ^7'aves,  The  people  of  Noah, 
and  tnose  who  dwelt  at  Al  Rass,*  and  Thamud,  and  Ad,  and  Pharaoh 
accused  the  prophets  of  imposture  before  the  Meccans;  and  also  the 
brethren  of  Lot,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  wood  near  Midiajt,  and  the 
people  of  Tobba  -^  all  these  accused  the  apostles  of  imposture  ;  where- 
fore the  judgments  which  I  threatened  were  justly  inflicted  on  them. 
Is  our  power  exhausted  by  the  first  creation?  Yea  ;  they  are  in  a  per- 
plexity, because  of  a  new  creation  which  is  foretold  them^  namely,  the 
raising  of  the  dead.  We  created  man,  and  we  know  what  his  soul 
whispereth  within  him  ;  and  we  are  nearer  unto  him  than  his  jugular 
vein.  When  the  two  angels  deputed  to  take  account  of  a  man^s 
behaviour,  take  an  account  thereof;  one  sitting  on  the  right  hand,  and 
the  other  on  the  left :  he  uttereth  not  a  word,  but  there  is  with  him  a 
watcher,  ready  to  note  it.^  And  the  agony  of  death  shall  come  in  truth : 
this,  O  man,  is  what  thou  sough  test  to  avoid.  And  the  trumpet  shall 
sound  :  this  will  be  the  day  which  hath  been  threatened.  And  every 
soul  shall  come  ;  and  therewith  shall  be  a  driver  and  a  witness.^  And 
the  former  shall  say  unto  the  tinbeliever,  Thou  wast  negligent  hereto- 
fore of  this  day :  but  we  have  removed  thy  veil  from  off  thee  ;  and  thy 
sight  is  become  piercing  this  day.  And  his  companion  shall  say.  This 
is  what  is  ready  with  me  to  be  attested.  And  God  shall  say,  Cast  into 
hell  every  unbeliever,  and  perverse  person,  and  every  o?te  who  forbad 
good,  a?td  every  transgressor,  and  doubter  of  the  faith,  who  set  up 
another  god  with  the  true  God  ;  and  cast  him  into  a  grievous  torment 
His  companion''  shall  say,  O  LORD,  I  did  not  seduce  him  ;  but  he  was 
in  a  wide  error.^  God  shall  say.  Wrangle  not  in  my  presence  :  since  I 
threatened  you  beforehand  with  the  to7'7ne7its  which  ye  now  see  pre- 
pa7'ed  for  you.  The  sentence  is  not  changed  with  me:  neither  do  I 
treat  niy  servants  unjustly.  On  that  day  we  will  say  unto  hell.  Art  thou 
full  ?  and  it  shall  answer,  Is  the7'e  yet  any  addition  "(^  And  paradise 
shall  be  brought  near  unto  the  pious  ;  and  it  shall  be  said  utito  thein, 

'  See  chapter  25,  p.  273. 

"  See  chapter  44,  p.  368. 

X  The  intent  of  the  passage  is  to  exalt  the  omniscience  of  God,  who  wants  net  the  informa- 
tion of  the  guardian  angels,  though  he  has  thought  fit,  in  his  wisdom,  to  give  them  that 
employment ;  for  if  they  are  so  exact  as  to  write  down  every  word  which  falls  from  a  man's 
mouth,  how  can  we  hope  to  escape  the  observation  of  him  who  sees  our  inmost  thoughts  ? 

The  JMohammedans  have  a  tradition  that  the  angel  who  notes  a  man's  good  actions  has  the 
command  over  him  who  notes  his  evil  actions ;  and  that  when  a  man  does  a  good  action,  the 
angel  of  the  right  hand  writes  it  down  ten  tim.es,  and  when  he  commits  an  ill  action,  the  same 
angel  says  to  the  angel  of  the  left  hand,  Forbear  setting  it  down  for  seven  Juntrs ;  peradven- 
tiire  he  may />ray,  or  i)iay  ask  fardon.'^ 

y  i.e.,  Two  angels,  one  acting  as  a  sergeant,  to  bring  every  person  before  the  tribunal ;  and 
the  other  prepared  as  a  witness,  to  testify  either  for  or  against  him.  Some  say  the  former  will 
be  the  guardian  angel  who  took  down  his  evil  actions,  and  the  other  the  angel  who  took  down 
his  good  actions.'-i 

z  viz.,  The  devil  which  shall  be  chained  to  him. 

«•  This  will  be  llie  answer  of  the  devil,  whom  the  wicked  person  will  accuse  as  his  seducer ; 
for  the  devil  has  no  power  over  a  man  to  cause  him  to  do  evil,  any  otherwise  than  by  suggesting 
what  is  agreeable  to  his  corrupt  inclinations.-* 

b  i.e.,  Are  there  yet  any  more  condemned  to  this  place,  or  is  my  space  to  be  enlarged  and 
rendered  more  capacioiis  to  receive  them  ? 

The  commentators  suppose  hell  will  be  quite  filled  at  the  day  of  judgment,  according  to  that 
repeated  expression  in  the  Koran,  Verily  I  will /lU  hell  with  yon,  &c. 

1  Al  Beidawi.         2  IJem.         3  See  cap.  14,  p.  188,  &C 


CHAP.  LI.  AL   A'ORAIV.  385 

Tliis  is  what  ye  have  been  promised ;  unto  every  one  who  turned  him- 
self tmto  God,  and  kept  his  comi7iandments ;  who  feared  the  Merciful 
in  secret,  and  came  tmto  him  with  a  converted  heart :  enter  the  same 
in  peace  :  this  is  the  day  of  eternity.  Therein  shall  they  have  whatever 
they  shall  desire  ;  and  there  will  be  a  superabundant  addition  of  bliss 
with  us.°  How  many  generations  have  we  destroyed  before  the 
Meccans,  which  were  more  mighty  than  they  in  strength  ?  Pass,  there- 
fore, through  the  regions  of  the  earth,  and  see  whether  there  be  any 
refuge  from  our  vengeance?  Verily  herein  is  an  admonition  unto 
him  who  hath  a  heart  to  understand,  or  giveth  ear,  and  is  present  with 
an  attentive  mind.  We  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  and  what- 
ever is  between  them,  in  six  days  ;  and  no  weariness  affected  us.*^ 
Wherefore  patiently  suffer  what  they  say  f  and  celebrate  the  praise  of 
thy  Lord  before  sunrise,  and  before  sunset,  and  praise  him  in  some 
part  of  the  night :  and  perform,  the  additional  parts  of  worship.'  And 
hearken  unto  the  day  whereon  the  crier  shall  call  men  to  judgment 
from  a  near  place  \^  the  day  whereon  they  shall  hear  the  voice  of  the 
trumpet  in  truth  :  this  will  be  the  day  of  men's  coming  forth y"r<?7/z  their 
gi'aves :  we  give  life,  and  we  cause  to  die ;  and  unto  us  shall  be  the 
return  of  all  creatures:  the  day  whereon  the  earth  shall  suddenly 
cleave  in  sunder  over  them.  This  will  be  an  assembly  easy  for  us  to 
assemble.  We  well  know  what  the  unbelieve?'s  say ;  and  thou  art  not 
sent  to  compel  them  forcibly  to  the  faith.  Wherefore  warn,  by  the 
Koran,  him  who  feareth  my  threatening. 


CHAPTER  LI. 

ENTITLED,  THE  DISPERSING  ;   REVEALED   AT  MECCA. 

IN    THE   NAME  OF    THE   MOST   MERCIFUL  GOD. 

T)  Y  the  winds  dispersing  and  scattering  the  dustj^  and  by  the  clouds 
^  bearing  a  load  of  rainj^  by  the  ships  running  swiftly  in  the  seaj^ 
and  by  the  angels  who  distribute  things  necessary  for  the  support  of  all 

'^  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  78. 

^  This  was  revealed  in  answer  to  the  Jews,  who  said  that  Gou  rested  from  his  work  of  crea- 
tion on  the  seventh  day,  and  reposed  himself  on  liis  throne,  as  one  fatigued. 1 

*  viz.,  Either  what  the  idolaters  say,  in  denying  the  resurrection  ;  or  the  Jews,  in  speaking 
indecently  of  God. 

f  These  are  the  two  inclinations  used  after  the  evening  prayer,  which  are  not  necessary,  or 
of  precept,  but  voluntary,  and  of  supererogation  ;  and  may  therefore  be  added,  or  omitted, 
indifferently, 

g  That  is,  from  a  place  whence  every  creature  may  equally  hear  the  call.  This  place,  it  is 
supposed,  will  be  the  mountain  of  the  temple  of  Jerusalem,  which  some  fancy  to  be  nigher 
heaven  than  any  other  part  of  the  earth  ;  whence  Israfil  will  sound  the  trumpet,  and  Gabriel 
will  make  the  following  proclamation  :  O  ye  rotten  bones,  and  torn  flesh,  and  dispersed  hairs, 
GoD  commandeth  you  to  be  gathered  together  tojndg7nefit.^ 

^  Or,  by  the  women  ivho  briiig  forth  or  scatter  children,  &c. 

i  Or,  by  the  women  beariiig  a  burden  in  their  womb,  or  the  winds  bearing  the  clouds,  &c, 

•=  Or,  by  the  Winds  passing  swiftly  in  the  air,  or  the  stars  moving  swiftly  in  their  coursesj  &c 

I  Al  Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddin.        2  Idem. 
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creatures  :^  verily  that  wherewitr*  ye  are  threatened  is  certainly  true  ; 
and  the  /<3!j'/ judgment  will  surely  come.  By  the  heaven  furnished  with 
paths  ;"*  ye  widely  differ  in  what  ye  say."  He  will  be  turned  aside  from 
the  faith,  who  shall  be  turned  aside  by  the  divine  decree.  Cursed  be 
the  liars  ;  who  wade  in  deep  waters  of  io;no7'aiice^  neglecting  their  salva- 
tion. They  ask,  When  will  the  day  of  judgment  come  ?  On  that  day 
shall  they  be  burned  in  hell  fire  ;  and  it  shall  be  said  unto  them,  Taste 
your  punishment ;  this  is  what  ye  demanded  to  be  hastened.  But  the 
pious  shall  dwell  among  gardens  and  fountains,  receiving  that  which 
their  LOED  shall  give  them  ;  because  they  were  righteous  doers  before 
this  day.  They  slept  but  a  small  part  of  the  night ;°  and  early  in  the 
morning  they  asked  pardon  of  God :  and  a  due  portion  of  their  wealth 
was  given  unto  him  who  asked,  and  unto  him  who  was  forbidden  by 
shame  to  ask.  There  are  signs  of  the  divine  power  and  goodness  m  the 
earth,  unto  men  of  sound  understanding  ;  and  also  in  your  own  selves : 
will  ye  not  therefore  consider  ?  Your  sustenance  is  in  the  heaven  ;  and 
also  that  which  ye  are  promised.''  Wherefore  by  the  Lord  of  heaven 
and  earth  /  swear  that  this  is  certainly  the  truth  ;  according  to  what 
yourselves  speak.**  Hath  not  the  story  of  Abraham's  honoured  guests' 
come  to  thy  knowledge."*  When  they  went  in  unto  him,  and  said, 
Peace :  he  answered,  Peace ;  saying  within  himself  These  are  unknown 
people.  And  he  went  privately  unto  his  family,  and  brought  a  fatted 
calf.  And  he  set  it  before  them,  and  when  he  saw  they  touched  it  not, 
he  said,  Do  ye  not  eat  ?  And  he  began  to  entertain  a  fear  of  them. 
They  said,  Fear  not  :*  and  they  declared  unto  him  the  promise  of  a 
wise  youth.  And  his  wife  drew  near  with  exclamation,  and  she  smote 
her  face,*  and  said,  1  am  an  old  woman,  ajid  barren.  The  angels 
answered.  Thus  saith  thy  Lord  :  Verily  he  is  the  wise,  the  knowing. 
(XXVIL)  And  Abraham  said  tmto  them,  What  is  your  errand,  there- 
fore, O  messengers  of  God?  They  answered,  Verily  we  are  sent  unto 
a  wicked  people  :  that  we  may  send  down  upon  them  stones  of  baked 
clay,  marked  from  thy  Lord,  for  the  destruction  <?/ transgressors.  And 
we  brought  forth  the  true  believers  who  were  in  the  city :  but  we  found 
not  therein  more  than  one  family  of  Moslems.  And  we  overthrew  the 
same,  and  left  a  sign  therein  unto  those  who  dread  the  severe  chastise- 
ment of  God.  In  Moses  also  was  a  sign :  when  we  sent  him  unto 
Pharaoh  with  manifest  power.     But  he  turned  back,  with  his  princes, 

'  Or,  Ijf  the  winds  which  distribute  the  rain,  &c. 

'"  i.e.,  The  paths  or  orbs  of  the  stars,  or  the  streaks  which  appear  in  the  skj'like  paths,  being 
tliin  and  extended  clouds. 

"  Concerning  Mohammed,  or  the  Koran,  or  the  resurrection  and  day  of  judgment ;  speaking 
variously  and  inconsistently  of  them. 

0  Spending  the  greater  part  in  prayer  and  religious  meditation. 

P  i.e.,  Your  food  cometh  from  above,  whence  proceedeth  the  change  of  seasons  and  rain  ; 
and  your  future  reward  is  also  there,  that  is  to  say,  in  paradise,  which  is  situate  above  the 
seven  heavens. 

1  That  is,  without  any  doubt  or  reserved  meaning,  as  ye  affirm  a  truth  vinto  one  another. 
'  See  chapter  ii,  p.  165,  and  chapter  15,  p.  193. 

*  Some  add,  that  to  remove  Abraham's  fear,  Gabriel,  who  was  o-.e  of  these  strangers, 
touched  the  calf  with  his  wing,  and  it  immediately  rose  up  and  walked  to  its  dam ;  upon  which 
Abraham  knew  them  to  be  the  messengers  of  GoD.l 

*  This,  some  pretend,  she  did  for  shame,  because  she  felt  her  courses  coming  upon  her. 

1  AI  FeidawL 
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saying,  This  man  is  a  sorcerer  or  a  madman.    Wherefore  we  took  him 
and  his  forces,  and  cast  them  into  the  sea  :  and  he  was  one  worthy  of 
reprehension,     And  in  the  tribe  of  Ad  also  was  a  sign  :  when  we  sent 
against  them  a  destroying  wind ;"  it  touched  not  ought,  whereon  it 
came,  but  it  rendered  the  same  as  a  thing  rotten  and  reduced  to  dust. 
In  Thamud  likewise  was  a  sign:  when  it  was  said  unto  them,  Enjoy 
yourselves  for  a  time.*    But  they  insolently  transgressed  the  command 
of  their  LORD  :  wherefore  a  terrible  noise  from  heaven  assailed  them, 
while  they  looked  on  -^  and  they  were  not  able  to  stand  07i  their  feet, 
neither  did  they  save  themselves  y^^;/z  destruction.     And  the  people  of 
Noah  did  we  destroy  before  these  :  for  they  were  a  people  who  enor- 
mously transgressed.     We  have  built  the  heaven  with  might  ;  and  we 
have  given  //  a  large  extent :  and  we  have  stretched  forth  the  earth 
beneath ;  and  how  evenly  have  we  spread  the  same  !  And  of  everything 
have  we  created  two  kinds,^  that  peradventure  ye  may  consider.     Fly, 
therefore,  unto  GOD  ;  verily  I  am  a  public  warner  unto  you,  from  him. 
And  set  not  up  another  god  with  the  true  GOD  :  verily  I  am  a  public 
warnej  unto  you,  from  him.    In  like  manner  there  came  no  apostle  unto 
their  predecessors,  but  they  said.  This  ?nan  is  a  magician  or  a  madman. 
Have  they  bequeathed  this  behaviour  successively  the  one  to  the  other  .^ 
Yea  ;  they  are  a  people  who  enormously  transgress.     Wherefore  with- 
draw from  them  ;  and  thou  shall  not  be  blameworthy  in  so  doing.    Yet 
continue  to  admonish  :  for  admonition  profiteth  the  true  believers.     I 
have  not  created  genii  and  va^r^.  for  any  other  end  than  that  they  should 
serve  me.     I  require  not  any  sustenance  from  them  ;  neither  will  I  that 
they  feed  ne.     Verily  GOD  is  he  who  provideth  for  all  creatures;  pos- 
sessed of  mighty  power.     Unto  those  who  shall  injure  our  apostle  shall 
be  given  a  portion  like  unto  the  portion  of  those  who  behaved  like  them 
in  tiines  past;  and  they  shall  not  wish  the  same  to  be  hastened.     Woe, 
therefore,  to  the  unbelievers,  because  of  their  day  with  which  they  are 
threatened  ! 


B 


CHAPTER  LII. 

ENTITLED,   THE    MOUNTAIN;    REVEALED   AT    MECCA. 

IN    THE   NAME   OF    THE   MOST    MERCIFUL   GOD. 

Y  the  mountain  of  Sinai j  and  by  the  book  written  in  an  expanded 
scroll  f  and  by  the  visited  house  -^  and  by  the  elevated  roof  of 

"  See  chapter  7,  p.  iii,  &c. 

*  i.e..  For  three  days.     See  chapter  11,  p.  165. 

y  For  this  calamity  happened  in  the  daytime. 

'  As  for  example  :  male  and  female  ;  the  heaven  and  the  earth  ;  the  sun  and  the  moon  •  light 
aiiJ  darkness  ;  plains  and  mountains  ;  winter  and  summer  ;  sweet  and  bitter,  &c.l 

»  The  book  here  intended,  according  to  different  opinions,  is  either  the  book  or  register 
wherein  every  man's  actions  are  recorded  ;  or  the  preserved  table  containing  God's  decrees  , 
or  the  book  of  the  law,  which  was  written  by  God,  Moses  hearing  the  creaking  of  the  pen  ;  or 
else  the  Koran. '-^ 

*»  i.e.,  The  Caaba,  so  much  visited  by  pilgrims  ;  or,  as  some  rather  think,  \\\^  original  mode! 

1  Jallalo'ddin.         '2  Al  Zamakh.,  al  Beidawi- 
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heaven;  and  by  the  swelling  ocean  :  verily  the  punishment  of  thy 
Lord  will  surely  descend  ;  there  shall  be  none  to  withhold  it.  On 
that  day  the  heaven  shall  be  shaken,  and  shall  reel ;  and  the  moun- 
tains shall  walk  and  pass  away.  And  on  that  day  woe  be  unto  those 
who  accused  God^s  apostles  of  imposture ;  who  amused  themselves 
in  wading  in  vain  disputes!  On  that  day  shall  they  be  driven  and 
thrust  into  the  fire  of  hell ;  and  it  shall  be  said  tinto  them^  This  is  the 
fire  which  ye  denied  as  a  fiction.  Is  this  a  magic  illusion  ?  Or  do  ye 
not  see  t  Enter  the  same  to  be  scorched  :  whether  ye  bear  your 
torments  patiently,  or  impatiently,  it  will  be  equal  unto  you  :  ye  shall 
surely  receive  the  reward  of  that  which  ye  have  wrought.  But  the  pious 
shall  dwell  amidst  gardens  and  pleasures  ;  delighting  themselves  in 
what  their  LORD  shall  have  given  them  :  and  their  LORD  shall  deliver 
them  from  the  pains  of  hell.  And  it  shall  be  said  unto  thejn,  Eat  and 
drink  with  easy  digestion ;  because  of  that  which  ye  have  wrought : 
leaning  on  couches  disposed  in  order  :  and  we  will  espouse  them  unto 
virgins  having  large  black  eyes.  And  unto  those  who  believe,  and 
whose  offspring  follow  them  in  the  faith,  we  will  join  their  offspring  in 
i)aradise :  and  we  will  not  diminish  unto  them  ought  of  the  merit  of 
their  works.  (Every  man  is  given  in  pledge  for  that  which  he  shall 
have  wrought.*')  And  we  will  give  them  fruits  in  abundance,  and  flesh 
of  the  kinds  which  they  shall  desire.  They  shall  present  unto  one 
another  therein  a  cup  of  wine,  wherein  there  shall  be  no  vain  discourse, 
nor  any  incitement  unto  wickedness.  And  youths  appointed  to  attend 
them,  shall  go  round  them  :  beautiful  as  pearls  hidden  in  their  shell. 
And  they  shall  approach  unto  one  another,  and  shall  ask  mutual  ques- 
tions. And  they  shall  say.  Verily  we  were  heretofore  amidst  our  family, 
in  great  dread  with  regard  to  our  state  after  death  j  but  GOD  hath  been 
gracious  unto  us,  and  hath  delivered  us  from  the  pain  of  burning  fire  : 
for  we  called  on  him  heretofore  ;  and  he  is  the  beneficent,  the  merciful. 
Wherefore  do  thou,  O  prophet,  admonish  thy  people.  Thou  art  not, 
by  the  grace  of  thy  LORD,  a  soothsayer  or  a  madman.  Do  they  say, 
He  is  a  poet :  we  wait,  concerning  him,  some  adverse  turn  of  fortune  ? 
Say,  Wait  ye  my  ruiji :  verily  I  wait,  with  you,  the  time  of  your  de- 
struction. Do  their  mature  understandings  bid  them  say  this  ;  or  are 
they  people  who  perversely  transgress  ?  l3o  they  say.  He  hath  forged 
the  Koran  ?  Verily  they  believe  not.  Let  them  produce  a  discourse 
like  unto  it,  if  they  speak  truth.  Were  they  created  by  nothing ;  or 
were  they  the  creators  of  themselves  ?  Did  they  create  the  heavens 
and  the  earth  "i  Verily  they  are  not  firmly  persuaded  that  God  hath 
created  them.^  Are  the  stores  of  thy  Lord  in  their  hands?  Are  they 
the  supreme  dispensers  of  all  things  ?  Have  they  a  ladder,  whereby 
they  may  ascend  to  heave?i,  ajid  hear  the  discourses  of  angels  f    Let 


ef  that  liouse  in  heaven,  called  al  Dorah,  which  is  visited  and  compassed  by  the  angels,  as  the 
other  is  by  men."* 

"^  i.e.,  Every  man  is  pledged  unto  God  for  his  behaviour  ;  and  if  he  does  well,  he  redeems  his 
pledge,  but  if  evil,  he  forfeits  it. 

''  For  though  they  confess  this  with  their  tongues,  yet  they  deny  it  by  their  averseness  to 
reider  him  his  due  worship. 

8  Sec  the  Prelim.  Disc  Sect.  IV. 
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one,  therefore,  who  hath  heard  them,  produce  an  evident  proof  thereof^ 
Hath  God  daughters,  and  have  ye  sons  V  Dost  thou  ask  them  a  re- 
ward for  thy  preaching  ?  but  they  are  hiden  with  debts.  Are  the 
secrets  of  futurity  with  them  ;  and  do  they  transcribe  the  same  from  the 
table  of  God's  decrees?  Do  they  seek  to  lay  a  plot  against  thee? 
But  the  unbehevers  are  they  who  shall  be  circumvented.^  Have  they 
any  god,  besides  GOD  ?  Far  be  GOD  exalted  above  the  idols  which 
they  associate  with  him  !  If  they  should  see  a  fragment  of  the  heaven 
falling  down  upon  them,  they  would  say,  //  is  only  a  thick  cloud.* 
Wherefore  leave  them,  until  they  arrive  at  their  day  wherein  they  shall 
swoon  for  fear  -^^  a  day  in  which  their  subtle  contrivances  shall  not 
avail  them  at  all,  neither  shall  they  be  protected.  And  those  who  act 
unjustly  shall  surely  suffer  another  punishment  besides  this  >  but  the 
greater  part  of  them  do  not  understand.  And  wait  thou  patiently  the 
judgment  of  thy  Lord  concerning  them;  for  thou  art  in  our  eye:  and 
celebrate  the  praise  of  thy  Lord,  when  thou  risest  up  ;  and  praise  him 
in  the  night  season,  and  when  the  stars  begin  to  disappear. 


B 


CHAPTER  LIIL 

ENTITLED,    THE   STAR  ;   REVEALED   AT   MECCA. 

IN    THE    NAME   OF   THE    MOST    MERCIFUL   GOD. 

Y  the  star,^  when  it  setteth  ;^  your  companion  Mohammed  erreth 
not,  nor  is  he  led  astray:  neither  doth  he  speak  of  his  own  will. 
It  is  no  other  than  a  revelation,  which  hath  been  revealed  unto  him. 
One  mighty  in  power,  endued  with  understanding,  taught  it  him:"^^  and 
he  appeared^  in  the  highest  part  of  the  horizon.  Afterwards  he  ap- 
proached the  prophet^  and  drew  near  unto  him;  until  he  was  at  the 

^  See  chapter  16,  p.  199,  &c. 

•  See  chapter  8,  p.  128,  &c. 

6  This  was  one  of  the  judgments  which  the  idolatrous  Meccans  defied  Mohammed  to  hnv.g 
down  upon  them  ;  and  yet,  says  the  text,  if  they  should  see  a  part  of  the  heaven  falling  on 
them,  they  would  not  believe  it  till  they  were  crushed  to  death  by  it.l 

'»  i.e..  At  the  first  sound  of  the  trumpet. 2 

'That  is,  besides  the  punishment  to  which  they  shall  be  doomed  at  the  day  of  judgment, 
they  shall  be  previously  chastised  by  calamities  in  this  life,  as  the  slaughter  at  Bedr,  and  ttie 
seven  years'  famine,  and  also  after  their  death,  by  the  examination  of  the  sepulchre.^ 

j'  Some  suppose  tlie  stars  in  general,  and  others  the  Pleiades  in  particular,  to  be  meant  in 
this  place. 

1  Or,  according  to  a  contrary  signification  of  the  verb  here  used,  when  it  riseth. 

"*  Namely,  the  angel  Gabriel. 

_"  In  his  natural  form,  in  which  GoD  created  him,  and  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  sky.  It  is 
said  that  this  angel_ appeared  in  his  proper  shape  to  none  of  the  prophets,  except  Mohammed, 
and  to  him  only  twice  :  once  when  he  received  the  first  revelation  of  tlie  Koran,  and  a  secocJ 
time  when  he  took  his  night  journey  to  heaven  ;  as  it  follows  in  the  text. 

«  !p.  a  human  shape. 

1  AI  Beidawi.        5  See  the  Prtlim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  64.        '  M  Beiua-A-i 
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distance  of  two  bows'  IttigihF  from  hhn^  or  yet  nearer :  and  he  rev^ealed 
unto  his  servant  that  which  he  revealed.  The  heart  of  Mohajmned  did 
not  falsly  represent  that  which  he  saw.**  Will  ye  therefore  dispute 
with  him  concerning  that  which  he  saw?  He  also  saw  him  another 
time,  by  the  lote-tree  beyond  which  there  is  no  passing:"^  near  it 
is  the  garden  of  eternal  abode.  When  the  lote-tree  covered  that 
which  it  covered,'  his  eyesight  turned  not  aside,  neither  did  it 
wander  :  and  he  really  beheld  some  of  the  greatest  signs  of  his 
Lord.*  What  think  ye  of  Allat,  and  al  Uzza,  and  Manah,  that 
other  third  goddess  f^  Have  ye  male  children,  and  God  female  ?^ 
This,  therefore,  is  an  unjust  partition.  They  are  no  other  than  empty 
names,  which  ye  and  your  fathers  have  named  goddesses.  GoD 
hath  not  revealed  concerning  them  anything  to  authorize  their 
worship.  They  follow  no  other  than  a  vain  opinion,  and  what  their 
souls  desire  :  yet  hath  the  true  direction  come  unto  them  from  their 
Lord.  Shall  man  have  whatever  he  wisheth  for  ?y  The  life  to  come 
and  the  present  life  are  God's  :  and  how  many  angels  soever  ther-e  be 
in  the  heavens,  their  intercession  shall  be  of  no  avail,  until  after  GoD 
shall  have  granted  permission  unto  whom  he  shall  please  and  shall 
accept.  Verily  they  who  believe  not  in  the  life  to  come  give  unto  the 
angels  a  female  appellation.  But  they  have  no  knowledge  herein :  they 
follow  no  other  than  a  bare  opinion  ;  and  a  bare  opinion  attaineth  not 
anything  of  truth.  Wherefore  withdraw  from  him  who  turneth  away 
from  our  admonition,  and  seeketh  only  the  present  life.  This  is  their 
highest  pitch  of  knowledge.  Verily  thy  Lord  well  knoweth  him  who 
erreth  from  his  way  ;  and  he  well  knoweth  him  who  is  rightly  directed. 
Unto  God  belongeth  whatever  is  in  heaven  and  earth  :  that  he  may 
reward  those  who  do  evil,  according  to  that  which  they  shall  have 
wrought ;  and  may  reward  those  who  do  well,  with  the  most  excellent 
reward.  As  to  those  who  avoid  great  crimes  and  heinous  sins,  and 
are  guilty  only  of  lighter  faults  ;  verily  thy  Lord  will  be  extensive  in 
mercy  towards  them.  He  well  knew  you  when  he  produced  you  out  of 
the  earth,  and  when  ye  were  embryos  in  your  mothers'  wombs  :  where- 
fore justify  not  yourselves  :  he  best  knoweth  the  man  who  feareth  hiin. 
What  thinkest  thou  of  him  who  turneth  ^.^x^t,  from  following  the  truths 

P  Or,  as  the  word  also  signifies,  two  cubits  length. 

»1  But  he  saw  it  in  reality. 

'  This  tree,  say  the  commentators,  stands  in  the  seventh  heaven,  on  the  right  hand  of  the 
throne  of  God  ;  and  is  the  utmost  bounds  beyond  which  the  angels  themselves  must  not  pass  ; 
or,  as  some  rather  imagine,  beyond  which  no  creature's  knowledge  can  extend. 

*  The  words  seem  to  signify  that  what  was  under  this  tree  exceeded  all  description  and 
number.  Some  suppose  the  whole  host  of  angels  worshipping  beneath  it^  are  intended,  and 
others,  the  birds  which  sit  on  its  branches.  2 

*  Seeing  the  wonders  both  of  the  sensible  and  the  intellectual  world. 3 

"  Those  were  three  idols  of  the  ancient  Arabs,  of  which  we  have  spoken  in  the  Preliminary 
Discourse.  4 

i^s  to  the  blasphemy  which  some  pretend  Mohammed  once  uttered,  through  inadvertence, 
as  he  was  reading  this  passage,  see  chapter  22,  p.  255. 

^  See  chapter  16,  p.  199,  &c. 

y  i.e..  Shall  he  dictate  to  God,  and  name  whom  he  pleases  for  his  intercessors,  or  for  hii 
prophet ;  or  shall  he  choose  a  religion  according  to  his  own  fancy,  and  prescribe  the  terms  od 
which  he  may  claim  the  reward  of  this  life  and  the  next  ?j 

1  Al  Beidawi.         2  Jallalo'ddin.         8  Al  Beidawi.         *  Sect.  I.  p.  14,  &c  5  Al  Deidawi 

Jallalo'ddin. 
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and  giveth  little,  and  covetously  stoppeth  his  hand  ?^  Is  the  knowledge 
of  futurity  with  him,  so  that  he  seeth  the  same?^  Hath  he  not  been 
informed  of  that  which  is  contained  in  the  books  of  Moses,  and  of 
Abraham  who  faithfully  performed  his  engagements  ?  To  wit :  that  a 
burdened  soul  shall  not  bear  the  burden  of  another ;  and  that  nothing 
shall  be  imputed  to  a  many^r  righteousness,  except  his  own  labour ;  and 
that  his  reward  shall  surely  be  made  manifest  hereafter,  and  that  he 
shall  be  rewarded  for  the  same  with  a  most  abundant  reward  ;  and 
that  unto  thy  LORD  will  be  the  end  of  all  things;  and  that  he  causeth 
to  laugh,  and  causeth  to  weep ;  and  that  he  putteth  to  death,  and  giveth 
life  ;  and  that  he  createth  the  two  sexes,  the  male  and  the  female,  of 
seed  when  it  is  emitted  ;  and  that  unto  him  appertaineth  another 
production,  namely^  the  raising  of  the  dead  again  to  life  hereafter;  and 
that  he  enricheth,  and  causeth  to  acquire  possession  ;  and  that  he  is 
the  Lord  of  the  dog-star  ;^  and  that  he  destroyed  the  ancient  tribe  oj 
Ad  and  Thamud,  and  left  not  any  of  them  alive  ,  and  also  the  people 
of  Noah,  before  them;  for  they  were  most  unjust  and  wicked  :  and  he 
overthrew  the  cities  which  were  turned  upside  down  f  and  that  which 
covered  them,  covered  them.  Which,  therefore,  of  thy  Lord's  benefits, 
O  man,  wilt  thou  call  in  question  ?  This  our  apostle  is  a  preacher  like 
the  preachers  who  preceded  him.  The  approaching  day  of  judgment 
draweth  near  :  there  is  none  who  can  reveal  the  exact  tiine  of  the  same, 
besides  God.  Do  ye,  therefore,  wonder  at  this  new  revelation  ;  and 
do  ye  laugh,  and  not  weep,  spending  your  time  in  idle  diversions  ?  But 
rather  worship  God,  and  serve  hitn. 


CHAPTER  LIV. 

ENTITLED,   THE  MOON  ;   REVEALED  AT  MECCA. 

IN   THE   NAI\IE   OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL  GOD. 

'T^HE  hour  of  judgment  approacheth ;  and  the  moon   hath   been 
■■-    split  in  sunder  :•*  but  if  the  unbelievers  see  a  sign,  they  turn  aside, 

«  This  passage,  it  is  said,  was  revealed  on  account  of  al  Walid  Ebn  al  Mogheira,  who,  fol- 
lowing the  prophet  one  day,  was  reviled  by  an  idolater  for  leaving  the  religion  of  the  Koreish, 
and  giving  occasion  of  scandal ;  to  which  he  answered,  that  what  he  did  was  out  of  apprehen- 
sionof  the  divine  vengeance  :  whereupon  the  man  offered,  for  a  certain  sum,  to  take  the  guilt 
of  his  apostacy  on  himself;  and  the  bargain  being  made,  al  Walid  returned  to  his  idolatry,  and 
paid  the  man  part  of  what  had  been  agreed  on;  but  afterwards,  on  farther  consideration,  he 
thought  it  too  much,  and  kept  back  the  remainder.6 

a  That  is,  is  he  assured  that  the  person  with  whom  he  made  the  above-mentioned  agreement 
will  be  allowed  to  suffer  in  his  stead  hereafter  ?7 

b  Sirius,  or  the  greater  dog-star,  was  worshipped  by  some  of  the  old  Arabs.l 

^  viz._,  Sodom,  and  the  other  cities  involved  in  her  ruin.     See  chapter  ii,  p.  i66. 

_<l  This  passage  is  expounded  two  different  ways.  Some  imagine  the  words  refer  to  a  famous 
miracle  supposed  to  have  been  performed  by  INIohammed  ;  for  it  is  said  that,  on  the  infidels 

6  Al  Beidawi.  7  Idem.  1  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect  L  p.  13,  and  Hyde,  not.  io  Ulug. 
Beig.  lab.  StelL  fix.  p.  53. 
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saying,  This  is  a  powerful  charm.®  And  they  accuse  thee^  O  Mohammed^ 
of  imposture,  and  follow  their  own  lusts  :  but  everything  will  be  im- 
mutably fixed.^  And  now  hath  a  message^  come  unto  them,  wherein 
is  a  determent  from  obstinate  ijifidelity  j  the  same  being  consummate 
wisdom  :  but  warners  profit  them  not  ;  wherefore  do  thou  withdraw 
from  them.  The  day  whereon  the  summoner  shall  summon  mankitid 
to  an  ungrateful  business,^  they  shall  come  forth  from  their  graves 
with  downcast  looks  :  numerous  as  locusts  scattered  far  abroad ; 
hastening  with  terror  unto  the  summoner.  The  unbelievers  shall 
say.  This  is  a  day  of  distress.  The  people  of  Noah  accused  that 
prophet  of  imposture,  before  thy  people  rejected  thee:  they  accused 
our  servant  of  imposture,  saying,  He  is  a  madman  ;  and  he  was  re- 
jected with  reproach.  He  called,  therefore,  upon  his  Lord,  sayings 
Verily,  I  a?n  overpowered  ;  wherefore  avenge  me}  So  we  opened 
the  gates  of  heaven,  with  water  pouring  down,  and  we  caused  the 
earth  to  break  forth  into  springs  ;  so  that  the  water  of  heaven  and 
earth  met,  according  to  the  decree  which  had  been  established.  And 
we  bare  him  on  a  vessel  composed  of  planks  and  nails  ;  which  moved 
forward  under  our  eyes  :^  as  arecompence  unto  him  who  had  been  un- 
gratefully rejected.  And  we  left  the  said  vessel  for  a  sign  :  but  is  any 
one  warned  thereby  ?  And  how  severe  was  my  vengeance  and  my 
threatening  !  Now  have  we  made  the  Koran  easy  for  admonition:  but 
is  any  one  admonished  thereby  ?  Ad  charged  their  prophet  with  im- 
posture: but  how  severe  was  my  vengeance  and  my  threatening !  Verily 
we  sent  against  them  a  roaring^  wind,  on  a  day  of  continued  ill  luck  :"" 
it  carried  men  away,  as  though  they  had  been  roots  of  palm-trees  forcibly 
tornup."  Andhowj-^z/^-r^wasmy  vengeance  and  my  threatening!  Now 
have  we  made  the  Koran  easy  for  admonition :  but  is  any  one  admonished 
thereby?  Thamud  charged  the  admonitions  of  their  prophet  with  false- 
hood, and  said,  Shall  we  follow  a  single  man  among  us  ?  verily  we 
should  then  be  guilty  of  error  and  preposterous  madness :  is  the  office  of 

demanding  a  sign  of  him,  the  moon  apjjeared  cloven  in  two,l  one  part  vanishing,  and  the  other 
remaining  ;  and  Ebn  Masiid  affirmed  that  he  saw  Mount  Hara  interpose  between  tlie  two 
sections.  Others  think  the  preter  tense  is  here  used  in  the  prophetic  style  for  the  future,  and 
that  the  passage  should  be  rendered,  The  7110071  shall  be  split  in  sunder :  for  this,  they  say,  is 
to  happen  at  the  resurrection.  The  former  opinion  is  supported  by  reading,  according  to  some 
copies,  luakad  inshnkka  'ikajnaro,  i.e.,  since  the  moon  hath  already  been  split  in  sunder; 
the  splitting  of  the  moon  being  reckoned  by  some  to  be  one  of  the  previous  signs  of  the  last 
day.2 

®  Or,  as  the  participle  here  used  may  also  signify,  a  continued  series  0/  magic,  or  a  transient 
tnagic  illusion. 

f  Or  will  reach  a  final  period  of  ruin  or  success  in  this  world,  and  of  misery  or  happiness  in 
the  next,  which  will  be  conclusive  and  unchangeable  thenceforward  for  ever.3 

E  i.e.,  The  Koran,  containing  stories  of  former  nations  which  have  been  chastised  for  their 
incredulity,  and  threats  of  a  more  dreadful  punishment  hereafter. 

^  That  is,  when  the  angel  Israfil  shall  call  men  to  judgment. 

*  This  petition  was  not  preferred  by  Noah  till  after  he  had  suffered  repeated  violence  from 
his  people  ;  for  it  is  related  that  one  of  them  having  fallen  upon  him  and  almost  strangled  him, 
when  he  came  to  himself  he  said,  O  Lord, /or^ive  them,/or  they  know  not  what  they  do.* 

^  i.e.,  Under  our  special  regard  and  keeping. 

'  Or,  a  cold  wind. 

""  viz.,  On  a  Wednesday.     See  chapter  41,  p.  356,  note  *. 

"  It  is  related  that  they  sought  shelter  in  tlie  clefts  of  rocks,  and  in  pits,  holding  fast  by  one 
another ;  but  that  the  wmd  impetuously  tore  them  away,  and  threw  them  down  dead.^ 

1  See  a  long  and  fabulous  account  of  this  pretended  miracle  in  Gagnier,  Vie  de  Mah.  c  i^ 
'  Al  Zamakh.,  al  Beidawi.        3  Al  Beidawi.        <  Idem.        6  Id«m. 
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admonition  committed  unto  him  preferably  to  the  rest  of  us?  Nay  ;  he 
is  a  liar  and  an  insolent  fellow.  But  God  said  to  Saleh,  To-morrow 
shall  they  know  who  is  the  liar  and  the  insolent  person  :  for  we  will 
surely  send  the  she- camel  for  a  trial  of  them  f  and  do  thou  observe 
them,  and  bear  their  insults  with  patience  :  and  prophesy  unto  them 
that  the  water  shall  be  divided  between  them,^  and  each  portion  shall 
be  sat  down  to  alternately.  And  they  called  their  companion  •?■  and  he 
took  a  sword^  and  slew  her.  But  how  severe  was  my  vengeance  and 
my  threatening !  For  we  sent  against  them  one  cry  of  the  angel  Gabriely 
and  they  became  like  the  dry  sticks  used  by  him  who  buildeth  a  fold 
for  cattle^  And  now  have  we  made  the  Koran  easy  for  admonition  ; 
but  is  any  one  admonished  thereby  ?  The  people  of  Lot  charged  his 
preaching  with  falsehood  :  but  we  sent  against  them  a  ivind  driving  a 
shower  of  stones,  which  dest7^oyed  them  all  except  the  family  of  Lot ; 
whom  we  delivered  early  in  the  morning,  through  favour  from  us. 
Thus  do  we  reward  those  who  are  thankful.  And  Lot  had  warned 
them  of  our  severity  in  chastising;  but  they  doubted  of  that  warning. 
And  they  demanded  his  guests  of  him,  that  they  might  abuse  them  : 
but  we  put  out  their  eyes,*  saying,  Taste  my  vengeance,  and  my 
threatening.  And  early  in  the  morning  a  lasting  punishment*^  surprised 
them.  Taste,  therefore,  my  vengeance,  and  my  threatening.  Now  have 
we  made  tlie  Koran  easy  for  admonition  :  but  is  any  one  admonished 
thereby  f  The  warning  of  Moses  also  came  unto  the  people  of  Pharaoh ; 
b2it  they  charged  every  one  of  our  signs  with  imposture:  wherefore  we 
chastised  them  with  a  mighty  and  irresistible  chastisement.  Are  your 
unbelievers,  O  Meccans,  better  than  these?  Is  immunity  from  punish- 
ment promised  unto  you  in  the  scriptures  ?  Do  they  say.  We  are  a 
body  of  men  able  to  prevail  against  our  enemies?  The  multitude  shall 
surely  be  put  to  flight,  and  shall  turn  their  back.*  But  the  hour  of 
judgment  is  their  threatened  time  of  punishment  :^  and  that  hour  shall 
be  more  grievous  and  more  bitter  ihaji  their  afflictions  in  this  life. 
Verily  the  Avicked  wander  in  error,  and  shall  be  tormented  hereafter  in 
burning  flames.  On  that  day  they  shall  be  dragged  into  the  fire  on 
their  faces  ;  aiid  it  shall  be  said  utito  them,  Taste  ye  the  touch  of  hell. 
All  things  have  we  created  bound  by  a  fixed  decree:  and  our  command 
is  no  more  than  a  single  wordf  like  the  twinkling  of  an  eye.     We  have 

o  See  chapter  7,  p.  112,  S:c. 

P  That  is,  between  the  I'hamudites  and  the  camel.     See  chapter  26,  p.  280,  note  f. 
q  Namely,  Kodar  Ebn  Salef ;  who  was  not  an  Arab,  but  a  stranger  dwelling  among   the 
Thamudites.     See  chapter  7,  p.  112,  note  ^. 

''  Or,  as  the  word  also  imports.  He  becajiie  resolute  and  daring. 

*  The  words  may  signify  either  the  dry  boughs  with  which,  in  the  east,  they  make  folds  or 
enclosures,  to  fence  their  cattle  from  wind  and  cold  ;  or  the  stubble  and  other  stuff  with  which 
they  litter  them  in  those  folds  during  the  winter  season. 

'  So  that  their  sockets  became  filled  up  even  with  the  other  parts  of  their  faces.     This,  it  is 
said,  was  done  by  one  stroke  of  the  wing  of  the  angel  Gabriel.     See  chapter  11,  p.  166. 
"  Under  which  they  shall  continue  till  they  receive  their  full  punishment  in  hell. 

*  This  prophecy  was  fulfilled  by  the  overthrow  of  the  Koreish  at  Bedr.  It  is  related,  from  a 
tradition  of  Omar,  that  when  this  passage  was  revealed,  Mohammed  professed  himself  to  be 
ignorant  of  its  true  meaning ;  but  on  the  day  of  the  battle  of  Bedr,  he  repeated  these  words  as 
he  was  putting  on  his  coat  of  mail.l 

y  i.e..  The  time  when  they  shall  receive  their  full  punishment ;  what  they  suffer  in  this  world 
being  only  the  forerunner  or  earnest  of  what  they  shall  feel  in  the  next. 

*  viz.,  Kun,  i.e.,  Be.     'i'he  passage  may  also  be  rendered,  The  execitiicn  of  our  piirpat  if 

1  Al  Deidawi 
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formerly  destroyed  nations  like  unto  you  ;  but  is  any  of  you  warned  by 
their  exa7nple  ?  Everything  which  they  do  is  recorded  in  the  books 
kept  by  the  guardian  angels  :  and  every  action,  both  small  and  great,  is 
written  down  in  the  preserved  table.  Moreover  the  pious  shall  dwell 
among  gardens  and  rivers,  in  the  assembly  of  truth,  in  the  presence  of 
a  most  potent  king. 


CHAPTER  LV. 

ENTITLED,  THE  MERCIFUL  ;   REVEALED  AT   MECCA.* 

IN    THE   NAME   OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL   GOD. 

■T^HE  Merciful  hath  taught  his  servant  the  Koran.  He  created  man  : 
■■■  he  hath  taught  him  distinct  speech.  The  sun  and  the  moon  run 
their  courses  according  to  a  certain  rule  :  and  the  vegetables  which 
creep  on  the  ground,  and  the  trees  submit  to  his  disposition.  He  also 
raised  the  heaven  ;  and  he  appointed  the  balance,^  that  ye  should  not 
transgress  in  respect  to  the  balance  :  wherefore  observe  a  just  weight, 
and  diminish  not  the  balance.  And  the  earth  hath  he  prepared  for 
living  creatures  :  therein  are  various  fruits,  and  palm-trees  bearing 
sheaths  of  flowers  ;  and  grain  having  chaff,  and  leaves.  Which,  there- 
fore, of  your  Lord's  benefits  will  ye  ungratefully  deny  ?°  He  created 
man  of  dried  clay  like  an  earthen  vessel  :  but  he  created  the  genii  of 
fire  clear  from  smoke.  Which,  therefore,  of  your  Lord's  benefits  will 
ye  ungratefully  deny  ?  He  is  the  Lord  of  the  east,  and  the  Lord  of 
the  west.'^  Which,  therefore,  of  your  Lord's  benefits  will  ye  ungrate- 
fully deny  ?  He  hath  let  loose  the  two  seas,"  that  they  meet  each 
other :  between  them  is  placed  a  bar  which  they  cannot  pass.  Which, 
therefore,  of  your  Lord's  benefits  will  ye  ungratefully  deny?  PVom 
them  are  taken  forth  unions  and  lesser  pearls.  Which,  therefore,  of 
your  Lord's  benefits  will  ye  ungratefully  deny  ?  His  also  are  the  ships, 
carrying  their  sails  aloft  in  the  sea,  like  mountains.  Which,  therefore, 
of  your  Lord's  benefits  will  ye  ungratefully  deny?  Every  creature 
which  liveth  on  the  earth  is  subject  to  decay  :  but  the  glorious  and 

but  a  single  act,  exerted  in  a  moment.     Some  suppose  it  refers  to  the  business  of  the  day  of 
judgment. 1 

a  Most  of  the  commentators  doubt  whetlier  this  chapter  was  revealed  at  Mecca  or  at  Medina ; 
or  partly  at  the  one  place,  and  partly  at  the  other. 

b  Or  justice  and  equity  in  mutual  dealings. 

*^  The  words  are  directed  to  the  two  species  of  rational  creatures,  men  and  genii ;  the  verb 
and  the  pronoun  being  in  the  dual  number. 

This  verse  is  intercalated,  or  repeated  by  way  of  burden,  throughout  the  whole  chapter  no 
less  than  thirty-one  times,  which  was  done,  as  Marracci  guesses,  in  imitation  of  David. 2 

^  The  original  words  are  both  in  the  dual  number,  and  signify  the  different  points  of  the 
horizon  at  which  the  sun  rises  and  sets  at  the  summer  and  winter  solstice.  See  chapter  37,  p 
334,  note  ®. 

*  Of  Siili  water  and  fresh  ;3  or  the  Persian  and  Mediterranean  seas.* 

1  Idem.        '  Sec  Psalm  cxxxvi.         3  s*e  cap.  25,  p.  274.        *  Al  Beidawi. 
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honourable  countenance  of  thy  Lord  shall  remain  for  ever.  Which, 
therefore,  of  your  Lord's  benefits  will  ye  ungratefully  deny  ?  Unto  him 
do  all  creatttres  which  are  in  heaven  and  earth  make  petition  :  every 
day  is  he  employed  in  so7ne  new  work.^  Which,  therefore,  of  your 
Lord's  benefits  will  ye  ungratefully  deny  ?  We  will  surely  attend  to 
jud^e  you,  O  men  and  genii,  at  the  last  day.  Which,  therefore,  of  your 
Lord's  benefits  will  ye  ungratefully  deny?  O  ye  collective  body  of 
genii  and  men,  if  ye  be  able  to  pass  out  of  the  confines  of  heaven  and 
earth,^  pass  forth  :  ye  shall  not  pass  forth  but  by  absolute  power.  Which, 
therefore,  of  your  Lord's  benefits  will  ye  ungratefully  deny  ?  A  flame 
of  fire  without  smoke,  and  a  smoke  without  flame^  shall  be  sent  down 
upon  you  ;  and  ye  shall  not  be  able  to  defend  yourselves  therefrom. 
Which,  therefore,  of  your  Lord's  benefits  will  ye  ungratefully  deny  ? 
And  when  the  heaven  shall  be  rent  in  sunder,  and  shall  become  red  as 
a  rose,  and  shall  melt  like  ointment.*  (Which,  therefore,  of  your  Lord's 
benefits  will  ye  ungratefully  deny  ?)  On  that  day  neither  man  nor 
genius  shall  be  asked  concerning  his  sin.''  Which,  therefore,  of  your 
Lord's  benefits  will  ye  ungratefully  deny  ?  The  wicked  shall  be  known 
by  their  marks  ?'  and  they  shall  be  taken  by  the  forelocks  and  the  feet, 
a7td  shall  be  cast  into  hell.  Which,  therefore,  of  your  Lord's  benefits 
will  ye  ungratefully  deny  ?  This  is  hell,  which  the  wicked  deny  as  a 
falsehood  :  they  shall  pass  to  and  fro  between  the  same  and  hot  boil- 
ing water.™  Which,  therefore,  of  your  Lord's  benefits  will  ye  ungrate- 
fully deny.?  But  for  him  who  dreadeth  the  tribunal  of  his  Lord,  are  pre- 
pared two  gardens."*  (Which,  therefore,  of  your  Lord's  benefits  will  ye 
ungratefully  deny  ?)  Planted  with  shady  trees.  Which,  therefore,  of  your 
Lord's  benefits  will  ye  ungratefully  deny  ?  In  each  of  them  shall  be 
two  fountains  flowing.  Which,  therefore,  of  your  Lord's  benefits  will 
ye  ungratefully  deny  ?  In  each  of  them  shall  ther-e  be  of  every  fruit  two 
kinds.*'  Which,  therefore,  of  your  Lord's  benefits  will  ye  ungratefully 
deny  t  They  shall  repose  on  couches,  the  linings  whereof  shall  be  of . 
thick  silk  interwoven  with  gold  :  and  the  fruit  of  the  two  gardens  shall 
be  near  at  hand  together?  Which,  therefore,  of  your  Lord's  benefits 
will  ye  ungratefully  deny?     Therein  shall  receive  them  beauteous 

f  In  executing  those  things  which  he  hath  decreed  from  eternity  ;  by  giving  life  and  death, 
raising  one  and  abasing  another,  hearing  prayers  and  granting  petitions,  &c.5 

g  To  fly  from  the  power  and  to  avoid  the  decree  of  God. 

h  Or,  as  the  word  also  signifies,  molten  brass,  which  shall  be  poured  on  the  heads  of  the 
damned. 

'  Or,  shall  appear  like  red  leather;  acccording  to  a  different  signification  of  the  original 
word. 

^  For  their  crimes  will  be  Ijnown  by  their  different  marks  ;  as  it  follows  in  the  text.  This, 
says  al  Beidawi,  is  to  be  understood  of  the  time  when  they  shall  be  raised  to  life,  and  shall  be 
led  towards  the  tribunal :  for  when  they  come  to  trial,  they  will  then  undergo  an  examination, 
as  is  declared  in  several  places  of  the  Koran. 

1  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  .Sect.  IV.  p.  66,  &c. 

™  For  the  only  respite  they  shall  have  from  the  flames  of  hell,  will  be  when  they  are  suffered 
to  go  to  drink  this  scalding  liquor.     See  chapter  37,  p.  336. 

"  i.e..  One  distinct  paradise  for  men,  and  another  for  genii,  or,  as  some  imagine,  two  gardens 
for  each  person  ;  one  as  a  reward  due  to  his  works,  and  the  other  as  a  free  and  superabundant 
gift,  &c. 

"  Some  being  known,  and  like  the  fruits  of  the  earth ;  and  others  of  new  and  unknown 
species,  or  fruits  both  green  and  ripe. 

P  So  that  a  man  may  reach  them  as  he  sits  or  lies  down. 

f  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin. 
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damsels^  refraining  their  eytsfro?n  beholding  any  besides  their  spouses , 
whom  no  man  shall  have  deflowered  before  them,  neither  any  genius. 
(Which,  therefore,  of  your  Lord's  benefits  will  ye  ungratefully  deny  ?) 
Having  complexions  like  rubies  and  pearls.  Which,  therefore,  of  your 
Lord's  benefits  will  ye  ungratefully  deny?  Shall  the  reward  of  good 
works  be  any  other  than  good  ?  Which,  therefore,  of  your  Lord's 
benefits  will  ye  ungratefully  deny  ?  And  besides  these  thei'e  shall  be 
two  other  gardens.**  (Which,  therefore,  of  your  Lord's  benefits  will  ye 
ungratefully  deny?)  Of  a  dark  green."^  Which,  therefore,  of  your 
Lord's  benefits  will  ye  ungratefully  deny?  In  each  of  them  shall  be 
two  fountains  pouring  forth  plenty  of  water.  Which,  therefore,  of  your 
Lord's  benefits  will  ye  ungratefully  deny?  In  each  of  them  shall  be 
fruits,  and  palm-trees,  and  pomegranates.  Which,  therefore,  of  your 
Lord's  benefits  will  ye  ungratefully  deny?  Therein  shall  ^^  agreeable 
and  beauteous  damsels.  Which,  therefore,  of  your  Lord's  benefits  will 
ye  ungratefully  deny  ?  Having  fine  black  eyes  ;  and  kept  in  pavilions 
from  public  view.  Which,  therefore,  of  your  Lord's  benefits  will  ye 
ungratefully  deny  ?  Whom  no  man  shall  have  deflowered,  before  their 
destined  spouses^  nor  any  genius.  Which,  therefore,  of  your  Lord's 
benefits  will  ye  ungratefully  deny  ?  Therein  shall  they  delight  them- 
selves, lying  on  green  cushions  and  beautiful  carpets.  Which,  there- 
fore, of  your  Lord's  benefits  will  ye  ungratefully  deny  ?  Blessed  be  the 
name  of  thy  Lord,  possessed  of  glory  and  honour  ! 


CHAPTER    LVI. 

ENTITLED,  THE   INEVITABLE;  REVEALED   AT   MECCA. 

IN    THE   NAME   OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL  GOD. 

\  17"  HEN  the  inevitable*  day  of  judgment  shall  suddenly  come,  no  soul 

*  *  shall  charge  the  prediction  of  its  coming  with  falsehood  :  it  will 
abase  some,  and  exalt  others.  When  the  earth  shall  be  shaken  with  a 
violent  shock;  and  the  mountains  shall  be  dashed  in  pieces,  and  shall 
become  as  dust  scattered  abroad ;  and  ye  shall  be  separated  into  three 
distinct  classes :  the  companions  of  the  right  hand  (how  happy  shalt 
the  companions  of  the  right  hand  be!),  and  tlie  companions  of  the  left 
hand**  (how  miserable  shall  the  companions  of  the  left  hand  be  /),  and 

q  For  the  inferior  classes  of  the  inhabitants  of  paradise. 

''  From  hence,  says  al  Beidawi,  it  may  be  inferred  that  these  gardens  will  chiefly  produce 
herbs  or  the  inferior  sorts  of  vegetables,  whereas  the  former  will  be  planted  chiefiy  witli  fruit- 
trees.  The  following  part  of  this  description  also  falls  short  of  that  of  the  other  gardens,  pre- 
pared for  the  superior  classes. 

*  The  original  word,  the  force  whereof  cannot  well  be  expressed  by  a  single  one  in  English, 
signifies  a  calamitous  accident,  which  falls  surely  and  with  sudden  violence,  and  is  therefore 
made  use  of  here  to  design  the  day  of  judgment. 

'  That  is,  the  blessed  and  the  damned  ;  who  may  be  thus  distinguished  here,  because  the 
books  wherein  their  actions  are  registered  \vill  be  delivered  into  the  riiiht  hands  of  the  former 
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those  who  have  preceded  others  in  the  faith^  shall  preceoe  them  tc 
iyaradisei^  These  are  they  who  shall  approach  near  rmto  God :  they 
shall  diuell  in  gardens  of  delight.  {There  shall  be  many  of  the  former 
religions ;  and  few  of  the  last.^)  Reposing  on  couches  adorned  with 
gold  and  precious  stones ;  sitting  opposite  to  one  another  thereon. >" 
Youths  which  shall  continue  i7i  their  bloom  for  ever,  shall  go  round 
about  to  attend  them,  with  goblets,  and  beakers,  and  a  cup  of  flowing 
luine  :  their  heads  shall  not  ache  by  drinking  the  same,  neither  shall 
their  reason  be  disturbed  :  and  with  fruits  of  the  sorts  which  they  shall 
choose,  and  the  flesh  of  birds  of  the  kind  which  they  shall  desire.  And 
there  shall  accoinpany  the?n  fair  damsels  having  large  black  eyes  ; 
resembling  pearls  hidden  in  their  shells :  as  a  reward  for  that  which 
they  shall  have  wrought.  They  shall  not  hear  therein  any  vain  dis- 
course, or  any  charge  of  sin ;  but  only  the  salutation,  Peace !  Peace ! 
And  the  companions  of  the  right  hand  (how  happy  shall  the  companions 
of  the  right  hand  be  /)  shall  have  their  abode  among  lote-trees  free  from 
thorns,  and  trees  of  mauz^  loaded  regularly  ivith  their  produce  from  top 
to  bottom ;  under  an  extended  shade,  7iear  a  flowing  water,'^  and  amidst 
fruits  in  abundance,  which  shall  not  fail,  nor  shall  be  forbidden  to  be 
gathered :  and  they  shall  repose  themselves  on  lofty  beds.^  Verily  we 
have  created  the  damsels  of  paradise  by  2,  peculiar  creation:*'  and  we 
have  made  them  virgins,^  beloved  by  their  husbands,  of  equal  age  luith 
them  J  for  the  delight  of  the  companions  of  the  right  hand.  There  shall 
be  many  of  the  former  religio?is,  and  many  of  the  latter.*    And  the 

and  into  the  left  hands  of  the  latter,^  though  the  words  translated  right  hand  and  left  hand  do 
also  signify  happiness  and  misery. 

"  Either  the  first  converts  to  Mohammedism,  or  the  prophets,  who  were  the  respective  leaders 
of  their  people,  or  any  persons  who  have  been  eminent  examples  of  piety  and  virtue,  may  be 
here  intended.  The  original  words  literally  rendered  are.  The  leaders,  the  leaders :  which 
repetition,  as  some  suppose,  was  designed  to  express  the  dignity  of  these  persons  and  the 
certainty  of  their  future  glory  and  happiness.2 

*  i.e.,  There  shall  be  more  leaders,  who  have  preceded  others  in  faith  and  good  works, 
among  the  followers  of  the  several  prophets  from  Adam  down  to  Mohammed,  than  of  the 
followers  of  Mohammed  himself.3 

y  See  chapter  25,  p.  103,  note  ^. 

«  The  original  word  Talh  is  the  name,  not  only  of  the  mauz.l  but  also  of  a  very  tall  and  thorny 
tree,  which  bears  abundance  of  flowers  of  an  agreeable  smell, 2  and  seems  to  be  the  Acacia. 

a  Which  shall  be  conveyed  in  channels  to  such  places  and  in  such  manner  as  every  one  shall 
desire. 3  Al  Beidawi  observes  that  the  condition  of  the  few  who  have  preceded  others  in  faith 
and  good  works,  is  represented  by  whatever  may  render  a  city  life  agreeable ;  and  that  the 
condition  of  the  companions  of  the  right  hand,  or  the  generality  of  the  blessed,  is  represented 
by  those  things  which  make  the  principal  pleasure  of  a  country  life  ;  and  that  this  is  done  to 
show  the  difference  of  the  two  conditions. 

^  The  word  translated  beds,  signifies  also,  by  way  of  metaphor,  wives  or  coticnhines  ;  and  if 
the  latter  sense  be  preferred,  the  passage  may  be  rendered  thus.  And  they  shall  enjoy  da7nsels 
raised  on  lofty  conches,  luhoni  7ve  have  created,  &.c. 

^  Having  created  them  purposely  of  finer  materials  than  the  females  of  this  world,  and  subject 
.  to  none  of  those  inconveniences  which  are  natural  to  the  sex. 4  Some  understand  this  passage 
of  the  beatified  women  ;  who,  though  they  died  old  and  ugly,  shall  yet  be  restored  to  their 
youth  and  beauty  in  paradise. ^ 

<l  For  how  often  soever  their  husbands  shall  go  in  unto  them,  they  shall  always  find  them 
virgins. 

*  Father  Marracci  thinks  this  to  be  a  manifest  contradiction  to  what  is  said  above,  TJiere 
shall  be  niany  oftliefoi-juernndfew  of  the  latter:  but  al  Ceidawi  obviates  such  an  objection, 
by  observing  that  the  preceding  passage  speaks  of  the  leaders  only,  and  those  who  have  pre- 
ceded others  in  faith  and  good  works ;  and  the  passage  before  us  speaks  of  the  righteous  of 

1  Al  Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddin.  2  ijem.  3  idem.  l  See  p.  338.  2  Vide  J.  Leoa 

Descript.  Africae,  1.  2.  *  Al  Beidav/i.  ■*  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  75,  &c 

'  See  ibid.  p.  80. 
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companions  of  the  left  hand  (how  miserable  shall  the  companions  of 
the  left  hand  be/)  shall  dwell  amidst  burning  winds,'  and  scalding 
water,  under  the  shade  of  a  black  smoke,  neither  cool  nor  agreeable. 
For  they  enjoyed  the  pleasures  of  life  before  this,  while  on  earth;  and 
obstinately  persisted  in  a  heinous  wickedness  :  and  they  said,  After  we 
shall  have  died,  and  become  dust  and  bones,  shall  we  surely  be  raised 
to  life  ?  Shall  our  forefathers  also  be  raised  with  us  ?  Say,  Verily  both 
the  first  and  the  last  shall  surely  be  gathered  together  to  judgment,  at 
the  prefixed  time  of  a  known  day.  Then  ye,  O  7nen,  who  have  erred, 
and  denied  the  resiirrectioii  as  a  falsehood,  shall  surely  eat  of  the  fi'iiit 
of  the  tree  of  al  Zakkum,  and  shall  fill  your  bellies  therewith  :  and  ye 
shall  drink  thereon  boiling  water ;  and  ye  shall  drink  as  a  thirsty  came) 
drinketh.  This  shall  be  their  entertainment  on  the  day  of  judgment. 
We  have  created  you :  will  ye  not  therefore  believe  that  we  can  raise 
youfro?n  the  dead?  What  think  ye?  The  seed  which  ye  emit,  do  ye 
create  the  same,  or  are  we  the  creators  thereof?  We  have  decreed 
death  unto  you  all :  and  we  shall  not  be  prevented.  We  are  able  to 
substitute  others  like  unto  you  in  your  stead,  and  to  produce  you  again 
in  the  conditiofi  or  form  which  ye  know  not.  Ye  know  the  original 
production  by  creation;  will  ye  not  therefore  consider  that  we  ai-e  able 
to  7'eproduce  you  by  resuscitation  ?  What  think  ye  ?  T\iQ  grain  which 
ye  sow,  do  ye  cause  the  same  to  spring  forth,  or  do  we  cause  it  to  spring 
forth  .?  If  we  pleased,  verily  we  could  render  the  same  dry  and  fruitless, 
so  that  ye  would  not  cease  to  wonder,^  saying,  Verily  we  have  contracted 
debts^y^?;-  seed  and  labour ;  but  we  are  not  permitted'  to  reap  the  f'uit 
thereof  What  think  ye  ?  The  water  which  ye  drink,  do  ye  send  down 
the  same  from  the  clouds,  or  are  we  the  senders  thereof?  If  we  pleased, 
we  could  render  the  same  brackish.  Will  ye  not  therefore  give  thanks .? 
What  think  ye  ?  The  fire  which  ye  strike,  do  ye  produce  the  tree 
7vhence  ye  obtain  the  same,'^  or  are  we  the  producers  thereof?  We  have 
ordained  the  same  for  an  admonition,^  and  an  advantage  unto  those 
who  travel  through  the  deserts.  Wherefore  praise  the  name  of  thy 
Lord,  the  great  God.  Moreover  I  swear"™  by  the  setting  of  the  stars 
(and  it  is  surely  a  great  oath,  if  ye  knew  it);  that  this  is  the  excellent 
Koran,  the  original  whereof  is  written  in  the  preserved  book :  none 
shall  touch  the  same,  except  those  who  are  clean."  //  is  a  revelation 
from  the  Lord  of  all  creatures.  Will  ye,  therefore,  despise  this  new 
revelation  ?    And  do  ye  make  this  return  for  your  food  which  ve  receive 

inferior  merit  and  degree  ;  so  that  though  there  be  many  of  both  sorts,  yet  there  may  be  few  ol 
one  sort,  comparatively  speaking,  in  respect  to  the  other. 

f  Which  shall  penetrate  into  the  passages  of  their  bodies. 

B  Or  to  repent  of  j'our  time  and  labour  bestowed  to  little  purpose,  &c. 

•»  Or,  We  are  n?idone. 
Or,  We  are  unforiiinate  -wretches,  who  are  denied  the  necessaries  of  life. 

^  See  chapter  36,  p.  334,  note  *>. 

1  To  put  men  in  mind  of  the  resurrection  ;1  which  the  production  of  fire  in  some  sort  resembles, 
or,  of  the  fire  of  hell.  2 

"'  The  particle  la  is  generally  supposed  to  be  intensive  in  this  place  ;  but  if  it  be  taken  for  s 
negative,  the  words  must  be  translated,  /  will  not  or  do  not  swear,  because  what  is  here 
asserted  is  too  manifest  to  need  the  confirmation  of  an  oath.3 

"  Or,  Let  none  touch  the  same,  &c.  Purity  both  of  body  and  mind  being  requisite  in  him 
who  would  use  this  book  with  the  respect  he  ought,  and  hopes  to  edify  by  it :  for  which  reason 
these  wprds  are  usually  written  on  the  cover.'* 

i  See  cap.  ^6.  p.  -534.         2  Al  Beidawi.         3  Idem.        ♦  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  III.  p.  54. 
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from  God,  that  ye  &tny  yourselves  to  be  obliged  to  him  for  the  same?° 
When  the  soul  of  a  dying  person  cometh  up  to  his  throat,  and  ye  at  the 
same  time  are  looking  on  (and  we  are  nigher  unto  him  than  ye,  but 
ye  see  not  his  true  condition) :  would  ye  not,  if  ye  are  not  to  be  rewarded 
for  your  actions  hereafter,  cause  the  same  to  return  into  the  body,  if  ye 
speak  truth  ?^  And  whether  he  be  of  those  who  shall  approach  near 
unto  God,^  his  reward  shall  be  rest,  and  mercy,  and  a  garden  of  delights : 
or  whether  he  be  of  the  companions  of  the  right  hand,  he  shall  be  saluted 
with  the  salutation,  Peace  be  unto  thee !  by  the  companions  of  the  right 
hand  his  brethren :  or  whether  he  be  of  those  who  have  rejected  the  true 
faith,  and  gone  astray,  his  entertainment  shall  consist  of  boiling  water, 
and  the  burning  of  heWfre.  Verily  this  is  a  certain  truth.  Wherefore 
praise  the  name  of  thy  LORD,  the  great  God. 


CHAPTER  LVII. 

ENTITLEP,    mON;^   REVEALED   AT   MECCA,  OR   AT  MEDINA.* 

IN   THE   NAME  OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL  GOU. 

Xl  WHATEVER  is  in  heaven  and  earth  singeth  praise  unto  GOD  ;  and 
^^  he  is  mighty  and  wise.  His  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven  and  earth ; 
he  giveth  life,  and  he  putteth  to  death ;  and  he  is  almighty.  He  is  the 
first  and  the  last ;  the  manifest  and  the  hidden  :  and  he  knoweth  all 
things.  //  is  he  who  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth  in  six  days  ; 
and  then  ascended  his  throne.  He  knoweth  that  which  entereth  into 
the  earth,  and  that  which  issueth  out  of  the  same ;  and  that  which 
descendeth  from  heaven,  and  that  which  ascendeth  thereto:  and  he  is 
with  you  wheresoever  ye  be  :  for  GOD  seeth  that  which  ye  do.  His  is 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  and  earth  ;  and  unto  GoD  shall  all  things  re- 
turn. He  causeth  the  night  to  succeed  the  day,  and  he  causetli  the 
day  to  succeed  the  night ;  and  he  knoweth  the  innermost  part  of  men's 
breasts.  Believe  in  God  and  his  apostle,  and  lay  out  in  alms  a  part  of 
the  wealth  whereof  GOD  hath  made  you  inheritors :  for  unto  such  of 
you  as  believe,  and  bestow  alms,  shall  be  given  a  great  reward.  And 
what  aileth  you,  that  ye  believe  not  in  GoD,  when  the  apostle  inviteth 

.    o  By  ascribing  the  rains,  which  fertilize  your  lands,  to  the  influence  of  the  stars.^ 

Some  copies  instead  oi  rizkacom,  i.e.,  your  food,  read  shocracom,  i.e.,  your  gratitude ;  and 
then  the  passage  may  be  rendered  thus.  And  do  ye  make  this  return  of  gratitude,  for  God's 
revealing  the  Koran,  that  ye  reject  the  same  as  a/iction  ? 

P  The  meaning  of  this  obscure  passage  is,  if  ye  shall  not  be  obliged  to  give  an  account  ot 
your  actions  at  the  last  day,  as  by  your  denying  the  resurrection  ye  seem  to  believe,  cause  tho 
soul  of  the  dying  person  to  return  into  his  body  ;  for  ye  may  as  easily  do  that  as  avoid  th«i 
general  judgment. 6 

1  That  is,  of  the  leaders,  or  first  professors  of  the  faith. 

""  The  word  occurs  toward  the  end  of  the  chapter. 

•  It  is  uncertain  which  of  the  two  places  was  the  scene  of  revelation  of  this  chapter, 

«  See  ibid.  Sect.  I.  p.  25.        6  Jallal.,  al  Beidawi.  ''^^ 
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you  to  believe  in  your  Lord  ;  and  he  hath  received  your  covenant*  ^<?«- 
cernmg  this  matter ^  if  ye  believe  any  proposition  ?  It  is  he  who  hath 
sent  down  unto  his  servant  evident  signs,  that  he  may  lead  you  out  of 
darkness  into  light ;  for  GOD  is  compassionate  and  merciful  unto  you. 
And  what  aileth  you,  that  ye  contribute  not  of  your  substance  for  the 
defence  of  God's  true  religion  .'*  Since  unto  GOD  appertaineth  the  in- 
heritance of  heaven  and  earth.  Those  among  you  who  shall  have 
contributed  and  fought  in  defence  of  the  faith^  before  the  taking  oj 
Mecca,  shall  not  be  held  equal  with  those  who  shall  contribute  and 
fight  for  the  same  afterwards^  These  shall  be  superior  in  degree  unto 
those  who  shall  contribute  and  fight  for  the  propagation  of  the  faith 
after  the  above-mentioned  success :  but  unto  all  hath  GOD  promised  a 
most  excellent  reward;  and  God  well  knoweth  that  which  ye  do.  Who 
is  he  that  will  lend  unto  GOD  an  acceptable  loan  ?  for  he  will  double 
the  same  unto  him,  and  he  shall  receive  moreover  an  honourable  re- 
ward. On  a  certain  day,  thou  shalt  see  the  true  believers  of  both 
sexes  :  their  light  shall  run  before  them,  and  on  their  right  hands  f 
and  it  shall  be  said  unto  them,  Good  tidings  unto  you  this  day:  gar- 
dens through  which  rivers  flow  ;  ye  shall  remain  therein  for  ever.  This 
will  be  great  felicity.  On  that  day  the  hypocritical  men  and  the  hypo- 
critical women  shall  say  unto  those  who  believe,  Stay  for  us,y  that  we 
may  borrow  some  of  your  light.  It  shall  be  answered,  Return  back 
into  the  world,  and  seek  light.  And  a  high  wall  shall  be  set  betwixt 
them,  wherein  shall  be  a  gate,  within  which  shall  be  mercy  ;  and  with- 
out it,  over  against  the  same,  the  torment  of  hell.  The  hypocrites  shall 
call  out  unto  the  true  believers,  saying.  Were  we  not  with  you  ?  They 
shall  answer.  Yea ;  but  ye  seduced  your  own  souls  by  your  hypocrisy: 
and  ye  waited  orcr  ruin;  and  ye  doubted  concerning  the  faith;  and 
your  wishes  deceived  you,  until  the  decree  of  God  came,  and  ye  died; 
and  the  deceiver  deceived  you  concerning  GOD.  This  day,  therefore, 
a  ransom  shall  not  be  accepted  of  you,  nor  of  those  who  have  been  un- 
believers. Your  abode  shall  be  hell  fire:  this  is  what  ye  have  deserved ; 
and  an  unhappy  journey  shall  it  be  thither  I  Is  not  the  time  yet  come 
unto  those  who  believe,  that  their  hearts  should  humbly  submit  to  the 
admonition  of  GOD,  and  to  that  truth  which  hath  been  revealed  ;  and 
that  they  be  not  as  those  unto  whom  the  scripture  was  given  heretofore, 
and  to  whom  the  time  of  forbearance  was  prolonged,  but  their  hearts 
were  hardened,  and  many  of  them  were  wicked  doers  ?  Know  that 
God  quickeneth  the  earth,  after  it  hath  been  dead.  Now  have  we 
distinctly  declared  our  signs  unto  you,  that  ye  may  understand.  Verily 
as  to  the  almsgivers,  both  men  and  women,  and  those  who  lend  unto 
God  an  acceptable  loan,  he  will  double  the  same  unto  them  ;  and  they 
shall  moreover  receive  an  honourable  reward.  And  they  who  believe 
in  God  and  his  apostles,  these  are  the  men  of  veracity,  and  the  wit- 
nesses in  the  presence  of  their  Lord  :  they  shall  have  their  reward 
and  their  light.     But  as  to  those  who  believe  not,  and  accuse  our  signs 

*  Thai  is,  ye  are  obliged  to  believe  in  him  by  the  strongest  arguments  and  motives 

">  B<;cause  afterwards  there  was  not  .so  great  necessity  for  either,  the  Mohammedan  religion 
being  firmly  established  by  that  great  success. 

^  One  light  leading  them  the  right  way  to  paradise,  and  the  other  proceeding  from  the  book 
wherein  their  actions  are  recorded,  which  they  will  hold  in  their  right  hand. 

7  For  the  righteous  wil'  hasten  to  paradise  swift  as  lightning. 
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of  falsehood,  they  shall  be  the  companions  of  hell.  Know  that  this 
present  life  is  only  a  toy  and  a  vain  amusement :  and  worldly  pomp, 
and  the  affectation  of  glory  among  you,  and  the  multiplying  of  riches 
and  children,  a7'e  as  the  plants  nourished  by  the  rain,  the  springing  up 
whereof  delighteth  the  husbandmen  ;  afterwards  they  wither,  so  that 
thou  seest  the  same  turn  yellow,  and  at  length  they  become  dry  stubble. 
And  in  the  life  to  come  will  besi  severe  punishment y2?r  those  who  covet 
worldly  gra7ide7ir;  and  pardon  from  GOD,  and  (zivonr  for  those  who  re- 
nounce it :  for  this  present  life  is  no  other  than  a  deceitful  provision. 
Hasten  with  emulation  \.o  obtain  pardon  from  your  Lord,  and  paradise, 
the  extent  whereof  equalleth  the  extent  of  heaven  and  earth,  prepared 
for  those  who  believe  in  God  and  his  apostles.  This  is  the  bounty  of 
God  ;  he  will  give  the  same  unto  whom  he  pleaseth  ;  and  God  is 
endued  with  great  bounty.  No  accident  happeneth  in  the  earth,  nor 
in  your  persons,  but  the  same  was  entered  in  the  book  of  our  decrees, 
before  we  created  it :  verily  this  is  easy  with  GOD  :  and  this  is  written 
lest  ye  iynmodcrately  grieve  for  the  good  which  escapeth  you,  or  rejoice 
for  that  which  happeneth  unto  you  ;  for  GOD  loveth  no  proud  or  vain- 
glorious person,  or  those  who  are  covetous,  and  command  men  covet- 
ousness.  And  whoso  turneth  aside  f}^07n  givi7ig  al77is;  verily  GOD  is 
self-sufficient,  worthy  to  be  praised.  We  formerly  sent  our  apostles 
with  evident  niiracles  a7id  argtu/ients;  and  we  sent  down  with  them 
the  scriptures  and  the  balance,^  that  men  might  observe  justice:  and 
we  sent  thern  down  iron,^  wherein  is  mighty  strength  for  war,^  and 
va7'io7is  advantages  unto  mankind;  that  GOD  may  know  who  assisteth 
him  and  his  apostles  in  secret  f  for  GOD  is  strong  a77d  mighty.  We 
formerly  sent  Noah  and  Abraham,  and  we  established  in  their  posterity 
the  gift  of  prophecy,  and  the  scripture  :  and  of  them  sor7ie  were  directed, 
but  many  of  them  were  evil-doers.  Afterwards  we  caused  our  apostles 
to  succeed  in  their  footsteps  ;  and  we  caused  Jesus  the  son  of  Mary  to 
succeed  the7n,  and  we  gave  him  the  gospel:  and  we  put  in  the  hearts  of 
those  who  followed  him,  compassion  and  mercy:  but  as  /^  the  monastic 
state,  they  instituted  the  same  (we  did  not  prescribe  it  to  them)  only 
out  of  a  desire  to  please  GOD  ;  yet  they  observed  not  the  same  as  it 
ought  truly  to  be  observed.  And  we  gave  unto  such  of  them  as  be- 
lieved, their  reward:  but  many  of  them  we7'e  wicked  doers.  O  ye  who 
believe  ift  the  for7ner  prophets,^  fear  GOD,  and  believe  in  his  apostle 
Mohajnmed:  he  will  give  you  two  portions  of  his  mercy,®  and  he  will 
ordain  you  a  light  wherein  ye  may  walk,  and  he  will  forgive  you  ;  for 
God  is  ready  to  forgive  a;^^^ merciful:  that  those  who  have  received  the 

*  I.e.,  A  rule  of  justice.  Some  think  that  a  balance  was  actually  brought  down  from  heaven 
by  the  angel  Gabriel  to  Noah,  the  use  of  which  he  was  ordered  to  introduce  among  his  people. 

a  That  is,  we  taught  them  how  to  dig  the  same  from  mines.  Al  Zamakhshari  adds,  that 
Adam  is  said  to  have  brought  down  with  him  from  paradise  five  things  made  of  iron,  viz.,  an 
anvil,  a  pair  of  tongs,  two  hammers,  a  greater  and  a  lesser,  and  a  needle. 

b  Warlike  instruments  and  weapons  being  generally  made  of  iron. 

'^  That  is,  sincerely  and  heartily. 

^  These  words  are  directed  to  the  Jews  and  Christians,  or  rather  to  the  latter  only. 

''One  as  a  recompence  for  their  believing  in  Mohammed,  und  the  other  as  a  recompence  for 
their  believing  in  the  prophets  who  preceded  him  ;  for  they  will  not  lose  the  reward  of  thsir 
former  religion,  thougli  it  be  now  abrogated  by  the  promulgation  of  Islam. i 

^  Al  Beidawi. 


402  AL  KORAN,  chap,  lviii. 

scriptures  may  know  that  they  have  not  power  over  arty  of  the  favours 
of  God/  and  that  good  is  in  the  hand  of  God  ;  he  bestoweth  the  same 
on  whom  he  pleaseth,  for  God  is  endued  with  great  beneficence. 


CHAPTER  LVIII. 

ENTITLED,   SHE  WHO  DISPUTED  ;  REVEALED  AT  MEDINA.^ 

IN    THE   NAME  OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL   GOD. 

(XXVIII.)  'M'OW  hath  GOD  heard  the  speech  of  her  who  disputed 
■^^  with  thee  concerning  her  husband,  and  made  her 
complaint  unto  GOD;^  and  GOD  hath  heard  your  mutual  discourse;  for 
God  both  heareth  and  seeth.  As  to  those  among  you  who  divorce  their 
wives  by  declaring  that  they  will  thereafter  regard  them  as  their  mothers  ; 
let  the7n  know  that  they  are  not  their  mothers.  They  only  are  their 
mothers  who  brought  them  forth  ;*  and  they  certainly  utter  an  unjusti- 
fiable saying,  and  a  falsehood:  but  GoD  is  gracious  and  ready  to  forgive. 
Those  who  divorce  their  wives  by  declaring  that  they  will  for  the  future 
regard  them  as  their  mothers,  and  afterwards  would  repair'^  what  they 
have  said,  shall  be  obliged  to  free  a  captive,^  before  they  touch  one 
another.  This  is  what  ye  are  warned  to  perform  :  and  GOD  is  well 
apprised  of  that  which  ye  do.  And  whoso  findeth  not  a  captive  to 
redeem,  shall  observe  a  fast  of  two  consecutive  months,  before  they 
touch  one  another.  And  whoso  shall  not  be  able  to  fast  that  time,  shall 
feed  threescore  poor  men.  This  is  ordained  you,  that  ye  may  believe 
in  GoD  and  his  apostle.  These  are  the  statutes  of  GOD  :  and  for  the 
unbelievers  is  prepared  a  grievous  torment.     Verily  they  who  oppose 

f  i.e..  That  they  cannot  expect  to  receive  any  of  the  favours  above  mentioned,  because  they 
believe  not  in  his  apostle,  and  those  favours  are  annexed  to  faith  in  him  ;  or,  that  they  have 
not  power  to  dispose  of  God's  favours,  particularly  of  the  greatest  of  them,  the  gift  of  prophecy 
so  as  to  appropriate  the  same  to  whom  they  please. l 

s  Some  are  of  opinion  that  the  first  ten  verses  of  this  chapter,  ending  with  these  words,  anct 
fear  God,  before  whom  ye  shall  be  assembled,  were  revealed  at  Mecca,  and  the  rest  al 
I\Iedina.2 

^  This  was  Khawla  bint  Thalaba,  the  wife  of  Aws  Ebn  al  Samat,  who,  being  divorced  by 
her  husband  by  a  form  in  use  among  the  Arabs  in  the  time  of  ignorance,*viz. ,  by  saying  to  lier, 
Thou  art  to  fue  as  the  back  of  my  inother,'^  came  to  ask  Mohammed's  opinion  whether  they 
were  necessarily  obliged  to  a  separation  ;  and  he  told  her  that  it  was  not  lawful  for  her  to 
cohabit  with  her  husband  any  more  :  to  which  she  replying,  that  her  husband  had  not  put  her 
away,  the  prophet  repeated  his  former  decision,  adding  that  such  form  of  speaking  was  by 
general  consent  understood  to  imply  a  perpetual  separation.  Upon  this  the  woman,  being 
greatly  concerned  because  of  the  smallness  of  her  children,  went  home,  and  uttered  her  com- 
plaint to  God  in  prayer  :  and  thereupon  this  passage  was  revealed, ■*  allowing  a  man  to  take 
his  w  f e  again,  notwithstanding  his  having  pronounced  the  above-mentioned  form  of  divorce, 
on  doing  certain  acts  of  charity  or  mortification,  by  way  of  penance. 

i  And  therefore  no  woman  ought  to  be  placed  in  the  same  degree  of  prohibition,  except 
those  whom  God  has  joined  with  them,  as  nursing  mothers,  and  the  wives  of  the  prophet. 5 

^  This  seems  to  be  here  the  true  meaning  of  the  original  word,  which  properly  signifies  to 
retzcrn,  and  is  variously  expounded  by  the  Mohammedan  doctors. 

1  Which  captive,  according  to  the  most  received  decision,  ought  to  be  a  true  believer,  as  \i 
ordered  for  the  expiation  of  manslaughter.^ 

1  Idem.  2  Idem.  3  See  cap.  33,  p.  312.  *  Al  Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddin,  &c.  '  Al  Beidawi 
See  cap.  4,  p.  56,  and  cap.  33,  p.  319.         6  See  cap.  4,  p.  64. 
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God  and  his  apostle,  shall  be  brought  low,  as  tlie  unbelievers  who 
preceded  them  were  brought  low.  And  now  have  we  sent  down  mani- 
fest signs  :  and  an  ignominious  punishment  awaiteth  the  unbelievers. 
On  a  certaifi  day  God  shall  raise  them  all  to  life,  and  shall  declare 
unto  them  that  which  they  have  wrought.  God  hath  taken  an  exact 
account  thereof;  but  they  have  forgotten  the  same:  and  God  ?>  wit- 
ness over  all  things.  Dost  thou  not  perceive  that  God  knoweth 
whatever  is  in  heaven  and  in  earth  ?  There  is  no  private  discourse 
among  three  persons,  but  he  is  the  fourth  of  them ;  nor  among  five,  but 
he  is  the  sixth  of  them ;  neither  aniO)tg2i  smaller  nu7nber  thdiW  this,  nor 
a  larger,  but  he  is  with  them,  wheresoever  they  be:  and  he  will  declare 
unto  them  that  which  they  have  done,  on  the  day  of  resurrection  ;  for 
God  knoweth  all  things.  Hast  thou  not  observed  those  who  have  been 
forbidden  to  use  clandestine  discourse,  but  afterwards  return  to  what 
they  have  been  forbidden,  and  discourse  privily  among  themselves  of 
wickedness,  and  enmity,  and  disobedience  towards  the  apostle  ?"^  And 
when  they  come  unto  thee,  they  salute  thee  with  that/^r;;z  of  salutation 
wherewith  God  doth  not  salute  thee  •?  and  they  say  among  themselves, 
by  way  of  derision,  would  not  GOD  punish  us  for  what  we  say,  if  this 
man  wei'e  a  prophet?  Hell  shall  be  their  sufficient  piinishme7it :  they 
shall  go  down  into  the  same  to  be  burned  ;  and  an  unhappy  journey 
shall  it  be!  O  true  believers,  when  ye  discourse  privily  together, 
discourse  not  of  wickedness,  and  enmity,  and  disobedience  towards  the 
apostle ;  but  discourse  of  justice  and  piety  :  and  fear  GOD,  before 
whom  ye  shall  be  assembled.  Verily  the  clandestine  discourse  of  the 
infidels  proceedeth  from  Satan,  that  he  may  grieve  the  true  believers  : 
but  there  shall  be  none  to  hurt  them  in  the  least,  unless  by  the  per- 
mission of  God  ;  wherefore  in  God  let  the  faithfid  trust.  O  true 
believers,  when  it  is  said  unto  you,  Make  room  in  the  assembly ;  make 
room  :°  GOD  will  grant  you  ample  room  in  paradise.  And  when  it  is 
said  imto  yoit^  Rise  up  ;  rise  up  :  GOD  will  raise  those  of  you  who 
believe,  and  those  to  whom  knowledge  is  given,  to  superior  degrees  of 
honour:  and  God  is  fully  apprised  of  that  which  ye  do.  O  true 
believers,  when  ye  go  to  speak  with  the  apostle,  give  alms  previously  to 
your  discoursing  with  him:^  this  will  be  better  for  you  and  more  pure. 
But  if  ye  find  not  what  to  give,  verily  GOD  will  be  gracious  a7id  va^xoXivX 
unto  you.  Do  ye  fear  to  give  alms  previously  to  your  discoursing  with 
the  prophet,  lest  ye  should  impoverish  yourselves  ?  Therefore  if  ye  do 
it  not,  and  GOD  is  gracious  unto  you,  by  dispensing  with  the  said p?'ecept 
for  the  future^hQ  constant  at  prayer,  and  pay  the  legal  alms  ;  and  obey 
God  and  his  apostle  in  all  other  matters :  for  God  well  knoweth  that 

*"  That  is,  the  Jews  and  hypocritical  Mos'ems,  who  caballed  privately  together  against 
Mohammed,  and  made  signs  to  one  another  when  they  saw  the  true  believers ;  and  this  they 
continued  to  do,  notwithstanding  they  were  forbidden. 

"  It  seems  they  used,  instead  of  Al  saldm  aleica,  i.e..  Peace  be  upon  thee,  to  say,  Al  sain 
aleica,  i.e..  Mischief  on  thee,  &c.l 

o  In  this  passage  the  Moslems  are  commanded  to  give  place,  in  the  public  assemblies,  to  the 
prophet  and  the  more  honourable  of  his  companions  ;  and  not  to  press  and  crowd  upon  him,  as 
they  used  to  do,  out  of  a  desire  of  being  near  him,  and  hearing  his  discourse, 

P  To  show  your  sincerity,  and  to  honour  the  aposlle.  It  is  doubted  whether  this  be  a  counsel 
or  a  precept ;  but,  however,  it  continued  but  a  very  little  while  in  force,  being  agreed  on  aM 
hands  to  be  abrogated  by  the  following  passage,  Do  ye  fear  to  give  alms,  &c.2 

1  Al  Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddin.        2  Idem 
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which  ye  do.  Hast  thou  not  observed  those  who  have  taken  for  their 
friends  a  people  against  whom  GOD  is  incensed  ?*^  They  are  neither 
of  you  nor  of  them  '}  and  they  swear  to  a  He*  knowingly.  GOD  hath 
prepared  for  them  a  grievous  punishment ;  for  it  is  evil  which  they  do. 
They  have  taken  their  oaths  for  a  cloak,  and  they  have  turned  vien 
aside  from  the  way  of  God  :  wherefore  a  shameful  punishment  awaiteth 
them  ;  neither  their  wealth  nor  their  children  shall  avail  them  at  all 
against  GoD.  These  shall  be  the  inhabitants  of  hell  fire  ;  they  shall  abide 
therein  for  ever.  On  a  certain  day  GOD  shall  raise  them  all :  then  will 
they  swear  unto  him,  as  they  swear  7i07u  unto  you,  imagining  that  it 
will  be  of  service  to  them.  Are  they  not  liars  ?  Satan  hath  prevailed 
against  them,  and  hath  caused  them  to  forget  the  remembrance  of  GoD. 
These  are  the  party  of  the  devil ;  and  shaJl  not  the  party  of  the  devil 
be  doomed  to  perdition  ?  Verily  they  who  oppose  God  and  his  apostle, 
shall  be  placed  among  the  most  vile.  God  hath  written.  Verily  I  will 
prevail,  and  my  apostles  :  for  GOD  is  strong  a7id  mighty.  Thou  shalt 
not  find  people  who  believe  in  God  and  the  last  day,  to  love  him  who 
opposeth  God  and  his  apostle  ;  although  they  be  their  fathers,  or  their 
sons,  or  their  brethren,  or  their  nearest  relations.  In  the  hearts  of  these 
hath  God  written  faith  ;  and  he  hath  strengthened  them  with  his 
spirit  :  and  he  will  lead  them  into  gardens,  beneath  which  rivers  flow, 
to  remain  therein  for  ever.  God  is  well  pleased  in  them,  and  they  are 
well  pleased  in  him.  These  are  the  party  of  GOD  :  and  shall  not  the 
party  of  GOD  prosper  ? 


CHAPTER   LIX. 

entitled,   the   EMIGRATION;*  REVEALED   AT   MEDINA. 

IN    THE   NAME   OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL  GOD. 

WHA.TEVER  is  in  heaven  and  earth  celebrateth  the  praise  of  God  : 
and  he  is  the  mighty,  the  wise.  //  ivas  he  who  caused  those 
who  believed  not,  of  the  people  who  receive  the  scripture,  to  depart 
from  their  habitations  at  the  first  emigration.*^    Ye  did  not  think  that 

q  i.e..  The  Jews. 

""  Being  hypocrites,  and  wavering  between  the  two  parties. 

*  i.e..  They  have  solemnly  professed  Islam,  which  they  believe  not  in  their  hearts. 

'  The  original  word  signifies  the  quitting  or  removing  from  one's  native  country  or  settle- 
ment, to  dwell  elsewhere,  whether  it  be  by  choice  or  compulsion. 

"  The  people  here  intended  were  the  Jews  of  the  tribe  of  al  Nadir,  who  dwelt  in  Medina. 
and  when  Mohammed  fled  thither  from  Mecca,  promised  him  to  stand  neuter  between  him  and 
Ills  opponents,  and  made  a  treaty  with  him  to  that  purpose.  When  he  had  gained  the  battle 
of  Bedr,  they  confessed  that  he  was  the  prophet  described  in  the  law  :  but  upon  his  receiving 
that  disgrace  at  Ohod,  they  changed  their  note ;  and  Caab  Ebn  al  Ashraf,  with  forty  horse, 
went  and  made  a  league  with  Aliu  Sofian,  which  they  confirmed  by  oath.  Upon  this, 
Mohammed  got  Caab  dispatched,  and,  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  Hejra,  set  forward  against  al 
Nadir,  and  besieged  ttiem  in  their  fortress,  which  stood  about  three  miles  from  Medina,  for  six 
days,  01  the  end  of  wnich  they  capitulated,  and  were  allowed  to  depart,  on  condition  that  they 
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they  would  go  forth :  and  they  thought  that  their  fortresses  would 
protect  them  against  God.  But  the  chastise^nent  of  GOD  came  upon 
them,  from  whence  they  did  not  expect ;  and  he  cast  terror  into  their 
hearts.  They  pulled  down  their  houses  with  their  own  hands/  and  the 
hands  of  the  true  believers.  Wherefore  take  example  j^(?;;2  theni^  O  ye 
who  have  eyes.  And  if  God  had  not  doomed  them  to  banishment,  he 
had  surely  punished  them  in  this  world  -^  and  in  the  world  to  come 
they  shall  suffer  the  torment  of  hell  fire.  This  because  they  opposed 
God  and  his  apostle  :  and  whoso  opposeth  GOD,  verily  GOD  will  be 
severe  in  punishing  him.  What  palm-trees  ye  cut  down,  or  left  standing 
on  their  roots,  were  so  cut  down  or  left  by  the  will  of  GOD  ;  and  that 
he  might  disgrace  the  wicked  doers.  And  as  to  the  spoils  of  these 
people  which  GOD  hath  granted  wholly  to  his  apostle/  ye  did  not  push 
forward  any  horses  or  camels  against  the  same  f  but  GOD  giveth  unto 
his  apostles  dominion  over  whom  he  pleaseth  :  for  GOD  is  almighty. 
The  spoils  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  which  GOD  hath  granted  to 
his  apostle,  are  due  unto  GOD  and  to  the  apostle,  and  him  who  is  of  kin 
to  the  apostle,  and  the  orphans,  and  the  poor,  and  the  traveller ;  that 
they  may  not  he  for  e7/er  divided  in  a  circle  among  such  of  you  as  are 
rich.  What  the  apostle  shall  give  you,  that  accept ;  and  what  he  shall 
forbid  you,  that  abstain  from  :  and  fear  GOD  ;  for  GOD  is  severe  in 
chastising.  A  part  also  belongeth  to  the  poor  Mohajerin,^  who  have 
been  dispossessed  of  their  houses  and  their  substance,  seeking  favour 
from  God,  and  his  goodwill,  and  assisting  GOD  and  his  apostle.  These 
are  the  men  of  veracity.  And  they  who  quietly  possessed  the  town  oj 
Medina^  and  professed  the  faith  without  }Holestatio7i,  before  them/  love 

should  entiiely  quit  that  place :  and  accordingly  some  of  them  went  into  Syria,  and  others  to 
Khaibar  and  Hira.l 

This  was  the  yirst  emigration,  mentioned  in  the  passage  before  us.  The  other  happened 
several  years  after,  in  the  reign  of  Omar,  when  that  Khalif  banished  those  who  had  settled  at 
Khaibar,  and  obliged  them  to  depart  out  of  Arabia. 2 

Dr.  Prideaux,  speaking  of  Mohammed's  obliging  those  of  al  Nadir  to  quit  their  settlements, 
says  that  a  party  of  his  men  pursued  those  who  fled  into  Syria,  and  having  overtaken  them, 
put  them  all  to  the  sword,  excepting  only  one  man  that  escaped.  IViih  siich  cruelty,  continues 
he,  did  those  ba7-bariansjirst  set  up  to  fight  for  that  impostiire  tliey  had  been  deluded  into. "^ 
But  a  learned  gentleman  has  already  observed  that  tliis  is  all  grounded  on  a  mistake,  which 
the  doctor  was  led  into  by  an  imperfection  in  the  printed  edition  of  Elmacinus;  where,  after 
mentioning  the  expulsion  of  the  Nadirites,  ai-e  inserted  some  incoherent  words  relating  to 
another  action  which  happened  the  month  before,  and  wherein  seventy  Moslems,  instead  of 
putting  others  to  the  sword,  were  surprised  and  put  to  the  sword  themselves,  together  with 
their  leader  al  Mondar  Ebn  Omar,  Caab  Ebn  Zeid  alone  escaping.4 

'^  Doing  what  damage  they  could,  that  the  Moslems  might  make  the  less  advantage  of  what 
they  were  obliged  to  leave  behind  them. 

y  By  delivering  them  up  to  slaughter  and  captivity,  as  he  did  those  of  Koreidha. 
_^  It  is  remarkable  that  in  this  expedition  the  spoils  were  not  divided  according  to  the  law 
given  for  that  purpose*  in  the  Koran, 5  but  were  granted  to  the  apostle,  and  declared  to  be 
,  entirely  in  his  disposition.     And  the  reason  was,  because  the  place  was  taken  without  the 
assistance  of  horse,  which  became  a  rule  for  the  future. <5 

^  For  the  settlement  of  those  of  al  Nadir  being  so  near  Medina,  the  Moslems  went  all  on  foot 
thither,  except  only  the  prophet  himself  7 

•^  Wherefore  Mohammed  distributed  those  spoils  among  the  Mohajerin,  or  those  who  had 
fled  from  Mecca,  only,  and  gave  no  part  thereof  to  the  Ansars,  or  those  of  Medina,  except  only 
to  three  of  them,  who  were  in  necessitous  circumstances.8 

'  That  is,  the  Ansars  ;  who  enjoyed  their  houses  and  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion  before 
the  Hejra,  while  the  converts  of  Mecca  were  persecuted  and  harassed  by  the  idolaters. 

A  Al  Beidawi,  Jallal.  &c.     Vide  Abulf.  Vit.  Moh.  c.  35.  2  Idem  interp.  3  pHd.  Life 

i>f  Mah.  p.  82.  4  Vide  Gagnier,  not.  in  Abulf.  Vit.  Moh.  p.  72.  5  Cap.  8,  p.  130.  6  Vitie 
Abulf.  Vit,  Moh.  p.  91.        7  Al  Beidawi,         8  idem.     V^ide  Abulf  ubi  sup.  p.  72" 
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him  who  hath  fled  nnto  them,  and  find  m  their  breasts  no  want  of  that 
which  is  given  the  MoJidjerm^  but  prefer  thc7n  before  themselves, 
although  there  be  indigence  among  them.  And  whoso  is  preserved 
from  the  covetousness  of  his  own  soul,  those  shall  surely  prosper.  And 
they  who  have  come  after  them®  say,  O  Lord,  forgive  us  and  our 
brethren  who  have  preceded  us  in  the  faith,  and  put  not  into  our  hearts 
ill-will  against  those  who  have  believed  :  O  Lord,  verily  thou  art 
compassionate  ajid  merciful.  Hast  thou  not  observed  them  who  play  the 
hypocrites  ?  They  say  unto  their  brethren  who  believe  not,  of  those  who 
have  received  the  scriptures,^  Verily  if  ye  be  expelled  yoii7'  habitatio7is ^ 
we  will  surely  go  forth  with  you ;  and  we  will  not  pay  obedience,  in  your 
respect,  unto  any  one  for  ever  :  and  if  ye  be  attacked,  we  will  certainly 
assist  you.  But  GOD  is  witness  that  they  are  liars.  Verily  if  they  be 
expelled,  they  will  not  go  forth  with  them  ;  and  if  they  be  attacked, 
they  will  not  assist  them  f  and  if  they  do  not  assist  them,  they  will 
surely  turn  their  backs  :  and  they  shall  not  be  protected.  Verily  ye 
are  stronger  than  they,  by  reason  of  the  terror  cast  into  their  breasts 
from  God.  This,  because  they  are  not  people  of  prudence.  They  will 
not  fight  against  you  in  a  body,  except  in  fenced  towns,  or  from  behind 
walls.  Their  strength  in  war  among  themselves  is  great  :^  thou  thinkest 
them  to  be  united  ;  but  their  hearts  are  divided.  This,  because  they 
are  people  who  do  not  understand.  Like  those  who  lately  preceded 
them,^  they  have  tasted  the  evil  consequence  of  their  deed ;  and  a 
painful  torment  is  prepared  for  them  hereafter.  Thus  have  the  hypo- 
crites deceived  the  Jews .-  like  the  devil,  when  he  saith  unto  a  man.  Be 
thou  an  infidel ;  and  when  he  is  become  an  infidel,  he  saith.  Verily  I 
a77i  clear  of  thee  ;  for  I  fear  GOD,  the  Lord  of  all  creatures.  Where- 
fore the  end  of  them  both  shall  be  that  they  shall  dwell  in  hell  fire, 
abiding  therein  for  ever :  and  this  shall  be  the  recompence  of  the  unjust. 
O  true  believers,  fear  God  ;  and  let  a  soul  look  what  it  sendeth  before 
for  the  morrow  :^  and  fear  GOD,  for  GOD  is  well  acquainted  with  that 
which  ye  do.  And  be  not  as  those  who  have  forgotten  God,  and  whom 
he  hath  caused  to  forget  their  own  souls  :  these  are  the  wicked  doers. 
The  inhabitants  of  hell  fire  and  the  inhabitants  of  paradise  shall  not 
be  held  equal.  The  inhabitants  of  paradise  are  they  who  shall  enjoy 
felicity.  If  Ave  had  sent  down  this  Koran  on  a  mountain,  thou  wouldst 
certainly  have  seen  the  same  humble  itself,  and  cleave  in  sunder  for 
fear  of  GOD.  These  simihtudes  do  we  propose  unto  men,  that  they  may 
consider.  He  is  GOD,  besides  whom  there  is  no  GOD  ;  who  knoweth 
that  which  is  future  and  that  which  is  present :  he  is  the  most  Merciful ; 

^  t.e.y  And  bear  them  no  grudge  or  envy  on  that  account. 

"  The  persons  here  meant  seem  to  be  those  who  fled  from  Mecca  after  Mohammed  began  to 
gain  strength,  and  his  religion  had  made  a  considerable  progress. 

f  That  is,  the  Jews  of  the  tribe  of  al  Nadir. 

8  And  it  happened  accordingly  ;  for  Ebn  Obba  and  his  confederates  wrote  to  the  Nadirites  to 
this  purpose,  but  never  performed  their  promise. 1 

^  I.e.,  It  is  not  their  weakness  or  cowardice  which  malces  them  decline  a  field  battle  with  you, 
since  they  show  strength  and  valour  enough  in  their  wars  with  one  another;  but  both  iail  the:n 
when  they  enter  into  the  lists  with  God  and  his  apostle. 

'  viz.,  The  idolaters  who  were  slain  at  Bedr  ;  or  the  Jews  of  Kainoka,  who  were  plundered 
and  sent  into  exile  before  those  of  al  Nadir. 

^  That  is,  for  the  next  life,  which  may  be  called  t/te  »wrr<ni<,  as  this  present  life  may  bf 
called  to-day. 

1  Al  BeidawL 
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he  is  God,  besides  whom  there  is  no  God  :  the  King,  the  Hol>',  the 
Giver  of  peace,  the  Faithful,  the  Guardian,  the  Powerful,  the  Strong. 
the  most  High.  Far  be  God  exalted  above  the  idols,  which  they  asso- 
ciate ivilh  him!  He  is  GOD,  the  Creator,  the  Maker,  the  Former. 
He  hath  most  excellent  names.^  Whatever  is  in  heaven  and  earth 
praiseth  him  :  and  he  is  the  Mighty,  the  Wise. 


CHAPTER.    LX. 

ENTITLED,  SHE  WHO  IS  TRIED  '^  REVEALED  AT  MEDINA 

IN   THE   NAME   OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL  GOD. 

OTRUE  believers,  take  not  my  enemy  and  your  enemy  ior  your 
friends,"  showing  kindness  toward  them  ;  since  they  believe  not 
in  the  truth  which  hath  come  unto  you,  having  expelled  the  apostle  and 
YOVixsQlvtsfrom yournative  city,  because  ye  believe  in  God,  your  Lord. 
If  ye  go  forth  to  fight  in  defence  of  my  religion,  and  out  of  a  desire  to 
please  me,  and  privately  show  friendship  unto  them  f  verily  I  well 
know  that  which  ye  conceal,  and  that  which  ye  discover  :  and  whoever 
of  you  doth  this,  hath  already  erred  from  the  strait  path.  If  they  get 
the  better  of  you,  they  will  be  enemies  unto  you,  and  they  will  stretch 
forth  their  hands  and  their  tongues  against  you  with  evil :  and  they 
earnestly  desire  that  ye  should  become  unbelievers.  Neither  your 
kindred  nor  your  children  will  avail  you  at  all  on  the  day  of  resur- 
rection, which  will  separate  you  from  one  another  :  and  GOD  seeth 
that  which  ye  do.  Ye  have  an  excellent  pattern  in  Abraham,  and  those 
who  were  with  him,  when  they  said  unto  their  people,  Verily  we  are 
clear  of  you,  and  of  the  idols  which  ye  worship,  besides  God  :  we  have 
renounced  you ;  and  enmity  and  hatred  is  begun  between  us  and  you 
for  ever,  until  ye  believe  in  God  alone :  except  Abraham's  saying  unto 

1  See  cap.  7,  p.  123,  note  «. 

""  This  chapter  bears  this  title  because  it  directs  the  women  who  desert  and  come  over  from 
the  infidels  to  the  Moslems  to  be  examined,  and  tried  whether  they  be  sincere  in  their  profes- 
sion of  the  faith. 

"  This  passage  was  revealed  on  account  of  Hateb  Ebn  Abi  Balpaa,  who  understanding  that 
Mohammed  had  a  design  to  surprise  Mecca,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Koreish,  giving  them  notice 
.  of  the  intended  expedition,  and  advised  them  to  be  on  their  guard :  which  letter  he  sent  by 
Sarah,  a  maid-servant  belonging  to  the  family  of  Hashem.  The  messenger  had  not  been  gone 
long,  before  Gabriel  discovered  the  affair  to  the  prophet,  who  immediately  sent  after  her  ;  and 
having  intercepted  the  letter,  asked  Hateb  how  he  came  to  be  guilty  of  such  an  action  ?  To 
which  he  replied  that  it  was  not  out  of  infidelity,  or  a  desire  to  return  to  idolatry,  but  merely 
to  induce  the  Koreish  to  treat  his  family,  which  was  still  at  Mecca,  with  some  kindness  ;  add- 
ing that  he  was  well  assured  his  intelligence  would  be  of  no  service  at  all  to  the  Meccans,  be- 
cause he  was  satisfied  God  would  take  vengeance  on  them.  Whereupon  Mohammed  received 
his  excuse  and  pardoned  him  ;  but  it  was  thought  proper  to  forbid  any  such  practices  for  the 
future.  1 

0  The  verb  here  used  has  also  a  contrary  signification,  according  to  which  the  words  may  be 
rendered,  and  yet  openly  show  friendship  -unto  them. 

1  Idem.     Vide  Abulf.  Vit.  Mob,  p.  139 
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his  father,  Verily  I  will  beg  pardon  for  thee  -^  but  I  cannot  obtain  ought 
of  God  in  thy  behalf.  O  LORD,  in  thee  do  we  trust,  and  unto  thee  are 
we  turned ;  and  before  thee  shall  we  be  assembled  hereafter.  O  Lord, 
suffer  us  not  to  be  put  to  tiial  by  the  unbelievers  i*^  and  forgive  us,  O 
Lord  ;  for  thou  art  mighty  and  wise.  Verily  ye  have  in  them  an  ex- 
cellent example,  unto  him  who  hopeth  in  GoD  and  the  last  day  :  and 
whoso  turneth  back ;  verily  GoD  is  self-sufficient,  and  praiseworthy. 
Peradventure  God  will  establish  friendship  between  yourselves  and 
such  of  them  as  ye  now  hold  for  enemies  •}  for  God  is  powerful ;  and 
God  is  inclined  to  forgive,  ajid  merciful.  As  to  those  who  have  not 
borne  arms  against  you  on  account  of  religion,  nor  turned  you  out  of 
your  dwellings,  God  forbiddeth  you  not  to  deal  kindly  with  them,  and 
to  behave  justly  towards  them  -^  for  GOD  loveth  those  who  act  justly. 
But  as  to  those  who  have  borne  arms  against  you  on  account  of  religion, 
and  have  dispossessed  you  of  your  habitations,  and  have  assisted  in 
dispossessing  you,  God  forbiddeth  you  to  enter  into  friendship  with  them: 
and  whosoever  of  you  entereth  into  friendship  with  them,  those  are 
unjust  doers.  O  true  believers,  when  believing  women  come  unto  you 
as  refugees,  try  them  :  GOD  well  knoweth  their  faith.  And  if  ye  know 
them  io  be  true  believers,  send  them  not  back  to  the  infidels  :  they  <2;v 
not  lawful  for  the  tmbelievers  io  have  in  mar?'iage;  neither  are  the  un- 
believers lawful  for  them.  But  give  their  unbelievi?tg  husbands  what 
they  shall  have  expended /<?r  their  dowers.^  Nor  shall  it  be  any  crime 
in  you  if  ye  marry  them,  provided  ye  give  them  their  dowries."  And 
retain  not  the  patronage  of  the  unbelieving  women  :  but  demand  back 
that  which  ye  have  expendedyi?r  the  dowry  of  such  of  your  wives  as  go 
over  to  the  unbelievers j  and  let  them  demand  back  that  which  they 
have  expended  for  the  dowry  of  those  who  come  over  to  you.  This  is 
the  judgment  of  GOD,  which  he  establisheth  among  you  :  and  GOD  is 
knowing  and  wise.  If  any  of  your  wives^  escape  from  you  to  the  un- 
believers, and  ye  have  your  turn  by  the  coming  over  of  any  of  the  un- 

P  For  in  this  Abraham's  example  is  not  to  be  followed.     See  chapter  9,  p.  148. 

q  i.e..  Suffer  them  not  to  prevail  against  us,  lest  they  thence  conclude  themselves  to  be  in 
the  right,  and  endeavour  to  make  us  deny  our  faith  by  the  terror  of  persecution.! 

''  And  this  happened  accordingly  on  the  taking  of  Mecca ;  when  Abu  Sofian  and  others  of 
the  Koreish,  who  had  till  then  been  inveterate  enemies  to  the  Moslems,  embraced  the  same 
faith,  and  became  their  friends  and  brethren.  Some  suppose  the  marriage  of  Mohammed  with 
0mm  Habiba,  the  daughter  of  Abu  Sofian,  which  was  celebrated  the  year  before,  to  be  here 
intended. 2 

*  This  passage,  it  is  said,  was  revealed  on  account  of  Koteila  bint  Abd'al  Uzza,  who  having, 
while  she  was  an  idolatress,  brought  some  presents  to  her  daughter,  Asma  bint  Abi  Beer,  the 
latter  not  only  refused  to  accept  them,  but  even  denied  her  admittance. ^ 

'  For,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  pacification  of  al  Hodeibiya,*  each  side  was  to  return 
whatever  cam_e  into  their  power  belonging  to  the  other  ;  wherefore  when  the  IMoslems  were,  by 
this  passage,  forbidden  to  restore  the  married  women  who  should  come  over  to  them,  they 
were  af  the  same  time  commanded  to  make  some  sort  of  satisfaction,  by  returning  their  dowry. 

It  is  related  that,  after  the  aforesaid  pacification,  while  Mohammed  was  yet  at  al  Hodeibiya, 
Sobeia  bint  al  Hareth,  of  the  tribe  of  Aslam,  having  embraced  Mohammedism,  her  husband, 
Mosafcr  the  Makhzumite,  came  and  demanded  her  back  ;  upon  which  this  passage  was  re- 
vealed :  and  Mohammed,  pursuant  thereto,  administered  to  her  the  oath  thereafter  directed, 
and  returned  her  husband  her  dower ;  and  then  Omar  manned  her. 5 

"  For  what  is  returned  to  their  former  husbands  is  not  to  be  considered  as  their  dower. 

»  Literally,  anythins;  of  yeur  wives  :  which  some  interpret,  any  part  0/  their  d<nvry. 

1  Al  Beidawi.  8  Vide  G.-\gnier,  not  in  Abulf.  Vit.  Moh.  n.  91.  *  Al  Beidawi.  *  Se« 
cap.  48,  p.  3S0,  &c.        ^  Al  Beidawi. 
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believer^  wives  toyotij^  give  unto  those  believers  whose  wives  shall  have 
gone  away,  out  of  the  dowries  of  the  latter,  so  much  as  they  shall  have 
expended  for  the  dowers  of  the  former :  and  fear  GOD,  in  whom  ye 
believe.  O  prophet,  when  believing  wometi  come  unto  thee,  and  plight 
their  faith  unto  thee,^  that  they  will  not  associate  anything  with  GOD, 
nor  steal,  nor  commit  fornication,  nor  kill  their  children,*  nor  come  with 
a  calumny  which  they  have  forged  between  their  hands  and  their  feet,'' 
nor  be  disobedient  to  thee  in  that  which  shall  be  reasonable  :  then  do 
thou  plight  thy  faith  unto  them,  and  ask  pardon  for  them  of  GOD  ;  for 
God  is  inclined  to  forgive,  a7id  merciful.  O  true  believers,  enter  not 
into  friendship  with  a  people  against  whom  God  is  incensed  -^  they 
despair  of  the  life  to  come,^  as  the  infidels  despair  of  the  resurrection 
of  those  who  dwell  in  the  graves. 


CHAPTER   LXI. 

ENTITLED,   BATTLE  ARRAY;   REVEALED   AT  MECCA.® 

IM   THE   NAME  OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL  GOD. 

WHATEVER  is  in  heaven  and  in  earth  celebrateth  the  praise  of 
God  ;  for  he  is  mighty  and  wise.  O  true  believers,  why  do  ye 
say  that  which  ye  do  not  ?^  //  is  most  odious  in  the  sight  of  God, 
that  ye  say  that  which  ye  do  not.  Verily  GOD  loveth  those  who  fight 
for  his  religion  in  battle  array,  as  though  they  were  a  well  compacted 
building.  Remember  when  Moses  said  unto  his  people,  O  my  people, 
why  do  ye  injure  me  ;«  since  ye  know  that  I  am  the  apostle  of  God 

y  Or,  as  the  original  verb  may  also  be  translated,  mid  ye  take  spoils',  in  which  case  the 
meaning  will  be,  that  those  Moslems,  whose  wives  shall  have  gone  over  to  the  infidels,  shall 
liave  a  satisfaction  for  their  dower  out  of  the  next  booty.  This  law,  they  say,  was  given 
because  the  idolaters,  after  the  preceding  verse  had  been  revealed,  refused  to  comply  there- 
with, or  to  make  any  return  of  the  dower  of  those  women  who  went  over  to  them  from  the 
Moslems  ;l  so  that  the  latter  were  obliged  to  indemnify  themselves  as  they  could. 

z  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IL  p.  37.  Some  are  of  opinion  tliat  this  passage  was  not 
revealed  till  the  day  of  the  taking  of  Mecca  ;  when,  after  having  received  the  solemn  submis- 
sion of  the  men,  he  proceeded  to  receive  that  of  the  women. 2 

a  See  chapter  8i. 

b  Jallalo'ddin  understands  these  words  of  their  laying  their  spurious  children  to  their  hus- 
bands. 

*  i.e.,  The  infidels  in  general ;  or  the  Jews  in  particular. 3 

^  By  reason  of  their  infidelity ;  or  because  they  weli  know  they  cannot  expect  to  be  made 
partakers  of  the  happiness  of  the  next  life,  by  reason  of  their  rejecting  of  the  prophet  foretold 
in  the  law,  and  whose  mission  is  confirmed  by  miracles."^ 

*  Or,  as  some  rather  judge,  at  Medina ;  which  opinion  is  confirmed  by  the  explication  in  the 
next  note. 

f  The  commentators  generally  suppose  these  words  to  be  directed  to  the  Moslems,  who,  not' 
withstanding  they  had  solemnly  engaged  to  spend  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  defence  of  tlieir 
faith,  yet  shamefully  turned  their  backs  at  the  battle  of  Ohod.5  They  may,  however,  be  applied 
to  hypocrites  of  all  sorts,  whose  actions  contradict  their  words. 

g  viz.,  By  your  disobedience  ;  or  by  maliciously  aspersing  me. 6 

1  Idem.  2  Idem.  3  See  cap.  i,  p.  1.  4  Al  Beidawi.  *  gee  cap.  3,  p  45,  &a 

<  See  cap.  3?,  p.  330. 
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sent  unto  you  ?  And  when  they  had  deviated  from  the  truths  GOD 
made  their  hearts  to  deviate /r<9;;2  the  right  way;  for  GOD  directeth 
not  wicked  people.  And  when  Jesus  the  son  of  Mary  said,  O  children 
of  Israel,  verily  I  ajn  the  apostle  of  God  se7tt  unto  you,  confirming  the 
law  which  was  delivered  before  me,  and  bringing  good  tidings  of  an 
apostle  who  shall  come  after  me,  and  whose  name  shall  be  Ahmed.* 
And  when  he  produced  unto  them  evident  miracles,  they  said.  This  is 
manifest  sorcery.  But  who  is  more  unjust  than  he  who  forgeth  a  lie 
against  GOD,  when  he  is  invited  unto  Islam?  And  God  directeth  not 
the  unjust  people.  They  seek  to  extinguish  God's  light  with  their 
mouths  :  but  GOD  will  perfect  his  light,  though  the  infidels  be  averse 
thereto.  It  is  he  who  hath  sent  his  apostle  with  the  direction,  and  the 
religion  of  truth,  that  he  may  exalt  the  same  above  every  religion, 
although  the  idolaters  be  averse  thereto.  O  true  believers,  shall  I  show 
you  a  merchandise  which  will  deliver  you  from  a  painful  torment  here- 
after ?  Believe  in  God  and  his  apostle ;  and  defend  God's  true 
religion  with  your  substance,  and  in  your  own  persons.  This  ivill  be 
better  for  you,  if  ye  knew  it.  He  will  forgive  you  your  sins,  and  will 
introduce  you  into  gardens  through  which  rivers  flow,  and  agreeable 
habitations  in  gardens  of  perpetual  abode.  This  will  be  great  felicity. 
And  ye  shall  obtain  other  things  which  ye  desire,  nafnely,  assistance 
from  God,  and  a  speedy  victory.  And  do  thou  bear  good  tidings  to 
the  true  believers.  O  true  believers,  be  ye  the  assistants  of  God  ;  as 
Jesus  the  son  of  Mary  said  to  the  apostles.  Who  will  be  my  assistants 
with  respect  to  God?^  The  apostles  answered.  We  will  be  the 
assistants  of  GOD.  So  a  part  of  the  children  of  Israel  believed,  and  a 
part  believed  not '}  but  we  strengthened  those  who  believed,  above 
their  enemy  ;  wherefore  they  became  victorious  over  them. 


CHAPTER  LXII. 

ENTITLED,  THE  ASSEMBLY  ;   REVEALED   AT  MEDINA. 

IN   THE   NAME   OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL  GOD. 

WHATEVER  is  in  heaven  and  earth  praiseth  God  ;  the  King,  the 
Holy,  the  Mighty,  the  Wise.  //  is  he  who  hath  raised  up  amidst 

i  For  Mohammed  also  bore  the  name  of  Ahmed  ;  both  names  being  derived  from  the  same 
root,  and  nearly  of  the  same  signification.  The  Persian  paraphrast,  to  support  what  is  here 
alleged,  quotes  the  following  words  of  Christ,  I  go  to  my  father,  atid  the  Paraclete  shall  come:' 
the  Mohamm-dan  doctors  unanimously  teaching  that  by  the  Paraclete  (or,  as  they  choose  to 
read  it,  the  Periclyte,  or  Illustrious)  their  prophet  is  intended,  and  no  other. 8 

k  See  chapter  3,  p.  38. 

1  Either  by  rejecting  him,  or  by  affirming  him  to  be  GoD,  and  the  son  of  God.' 

7  See  John  xvi.  7,  &c.        8  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  qS.        9  Jallalo'ddin. 
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the  illiterate  Arabians  art  apostle  from  among  themselves,"  to  rehearse 
his  signs  unto  them,  and  to  purify  them,  and  to  teach  them  the  scrip- 
tures and  wisdom  ;  whereas  before  they  were  certainly  in  a  manifest 
error  :  and  others  oi  them  have  not  yet  attained  unto  them,  by  einbrac- 
ing  the  faith;  though  they  also  shall  be  converted  in  God'' s  good  time ; 
for  he  is  mighty  and  y^'ise.  This  is  the  free  grace  of  GOD  :  he  bestoweth 
the  same  on  whom  he  pleaseth:  and  God  is  endued  with  great  benefi- 
cence. The  likeness  of  those  who  were  charged  with  the  observance 
of  the  law,  and  then  observed  it  not,  is  as  the  likeness  of  an  ass  laden 
with  books."  How  wretched  is  the  likeness  of  the  people  who  charge 
the  signs  of  God  with  falsehood  !  and  GoD  directeth  not  the  unjust 
people.  Say,  O  ye  who  follow  the  Jewish  religion,  if  ye  say  that  ye  are 
the  friends  of  GOD  above  other  men,  wish  for  death,®  if  ye  speak  truth. 
But  they  will  never  wish  for  it,  because  of  that  which  their  hands  have 
sent  before  them  •?  and  GOD  well  knoweth  the  unjust.  Say,  Verily 
death,  from  which  ye  fly,  will  surely  meet  you :  then  shall  ye  be  brought 
before  him  who  knoweth  as  well  what  is  concealed  as  what  is  dis- 
covered ;  and  he  will  declare  unto  you  that  which  ye  have  done.  O 
true  believers,  when  ye  are  called  to  prayer  on  the  day  of  the  assembly,** 
hasten  to  the  commemoration  of  GoD,  and  leave  merchandizing.  This 
will  be  better  for  you,  if  ye  knew  //.  And  when  prayer  is  ended,  then 
disperse  yourselves  through  the  land  as  ye  list,  and  seek  gaiji  of  the 
hberality  of  GOD  :^  and  remember  GoD  frequently,  that  ye  may  prosper. 
But  when  they  see  any  merchandizing  or  sport,  they  flock  thereto,  and 
leave  thee  standing  up  in  thy  ptclpit^  Say,  The  reward  which  is  with 
GoD  is  better  than  any  sport  or  merchandise ;  and  GOD  is  the  best 
provider. 

"*  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  11.  p.  32. 

"  Because  they  understand  not  the  prophecies  contained  in  the  law,  which  bear  witness  to 
Mohammed,  no  more  than  the  ass  does  the  books  he  carries. 

o  i.e.,  Make  it  your  request  to  God  that  he  would  translate  you  from  this  troublesome  world 
lo  a  state  of  never-fading  bliss. 

P  See  chapter  2,  p.  11. 

q  That  is,  Friday,  which  being  more  peculiarly  set  apart  by  Mohammed  for  the  public  wor^ 
ship  of  God,  is  therefore  called  Yawm  al  joma,  i.e.,  the  day  of  the  assembly  or  congregation ; 
whereas  before  it  was  called  al  Aruba.  The  first  time  this  day  was  particularly  observed,  as 
some  say,  was  on  the  prophet's  arrival  at  Medina,  into  which  city  he  made  his  first  entry  on  a 
Friday :  but  others  tell  us  that  Caab  Ebn  Lowa,  one  of  Mohammed's  ancestors,  gave  the  day 
its  present  name,  because  on  that  day  the  people  used  to  be  assembled  before  him.i  One  reason 
given  for  the  observation  of  Friday,  preferably  to  any  other  day  of  the  week,  is  because  on  that 
day  God  finished  the  creation.2 

'■  By  returning  to  your  commerce  and  worldly  occupations,  if  ye  think  fit :  for  the  Moham- 
medans do  not  hold  themselves  obliged  to  observe  the  day  of  their  public  assembly  with  the 
same  strictness  as  the  Christians  and  Jews  do  their  respective  Sabbath;  or  particularly  to 
abstain  from  work,  after  they  have  performed  their  devotions.  Some,  however,  from  a  tradition 
of  their  prophet,  are  of  opinion  that  works  of  charity,  and  religious  exercises,  which  may  draw 
down  the  blessing  of  God,  are  recommended  in  this  passage. 

*  It  is  related  that  one  Friday,  while  Mohammed  was  preaching,  a  caravan  of  merchants 
happened  to  arrive  with  their  drums  beating,  according  to  custom ;  which  the  congregation 
hearing,  they  all  ran  out  of  the  mosque  to  see  them,  except  twelve  only.  3 

1  Al  Beidawl         2  Vide  Gol.  in  Alfrag.  p.  15.         3  A    Bcidawi,  Jallalo'ddin. 
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CHAPTER  LXIII. 

ENTITLED,  THE   HYPOCRITES  ;   REVEALED  AT  MEDINA. 

IN   THE  NAME  OF  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

WHEN  the  hypocrites  come  unto  thee,  they  say,  We  bear  witness 
that  thou  art  indeed  the  apostle  of  GoD.  And  GOD  knoweth 
that  thou  art  indeed  his  apostle  :  but  GOD  beareth  witness  that  the 
hypocrites  are  certainly  liars.  They  have  taken  their  oaths  for  a  pro- 
tection, and  they  turn  others  aside  from  the  way  of  GOD  :  it  is  surely 
evil  which  they  do.  This  is  testified  of  them,  because  they  believed,  and 
afterwards  became  unbelievers  :  wherefore  a  seal  is  set  on  their  hearts, 
and  they  shall  not  understand.  When  thou  beholdest  them,  their 
persons  please  thee  :*  and  if  they  speak,  thou  hearest  their  discourse 
with  delight.  They  resemble  pieces  of  timber  set  up  against  a  wall^ 
They  imagine  every  shout  to  be  against  them.''  They  are  enemies  ; 
wherefore  beware  of  them.  GOD  curse  them  :  how  are  they  turned 
aside  _/r^w  the  truth  !  And  when  it  is  said  unto  them.  Come,  that  the 
apostle  of  God  may  ask  pardon  for  you  ;  they  turn  away  their  heads, 
and  thou  seest  them  retire  big  with  disdain.  It  shall  be  equal  unto 
them,  whether  thou  ask  pardon  for  them,  or  do  not  ask  pardon  for 
them  ;  GOD  will  by  no  means  forgive  them  :  for  God  directeth  not  the 
prevaricating  people.  These  are  the  men  who  say  to  the  inhabitants  oj 
Medina,  Do  not  bestow  anything  on  the  refugees  who  are  with  the 
apostle  of  God,  that  they  may  be  obliged  to  separate yr<?;;z  him.  Where- 
as unto  God  belong  the  stores  of  heaven  and  earth  :  but  the  hypocrites 
do  not  understand.  They  say.  Verily,  if  we  return  to  Medina,  the 
worthier  shall  expel  thence  the  meaner.^  Whereas  superior  worth 
belongeth  unto  God,  and  his  apostle,  and  the  true  believers  :  but  the 
hypocrites  know  it  not.  O  true  believers,  let  not  your  riches  or  your 
children  divert  you  from  the  remembrance  of  God  :  for  whosoever  doth 
this,  they  will  surely  be  losers.  And  give  alms  out  of  that  which  we 
have  bestowed  on  you ;  before  death  come  unto  one  of  you,  and  he 
say,  O  Lord,  wilt  thou  not  grant  me  respite  for  a  short  term  ;  that  I 
may  give  alms,  and  become  otie  of  the  righteous  ?  For  GOD  will  by  no 
means  grant  further  respite  to  a  soul,  when  its  determined  time  is  come : 
and  God  is  fully  apprised  of  that  which  ye  do. 

*  The  commentators  tell  us,  that  Abdallah  Ebn  Obba,  a  chief  hypocrite,  was  a  tall  man  of  a 
very  graceful  presence,  and  of  a  ready  and  eloquent  tongue  ;  and  used  to  frequent  the  prophet's 
assembly,  attended  by  several  like  himself;  and  that  these  men  were  greatly  admired  by 
Mohammed,  who  was  taken  with  their  handsome  appearance,  and  listened  to  their  discourse 
with  pleasure. ' 

"  Being  tall  and  big,  but  void  of  knowledge  and  consideration.  3 

s  Living  under  continual  apprehensions  ;  because  they  are  conscious  of  their  hypccrisy 
owards  God,  and  their  insincerity  towards  the  iMoslems. 

y  These,  as  well  as  the  preceding,  wen-  the  words  of  Ebn  Obba  to  one  of  Medina,  who  in  a 
certain  expedition  quarrelling  with  an  Arab  of  the  desert  about  water,  received  a  blow  on  th« 
head  with  a  stick,  and  made  his  complaint  thereof  to  him.-J 

1  Al  Beiddwi  »  IJcni.         '  Idciu. 
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CHAPTER  LXIV. 

ENTITLEL     MUTUAL  DECEIT  J   REVEALED   AT  MECCA." 

IJ,   THE  NAME  OF  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

WHATEVER  ii  in  heaven  and  earth  celebrateth  the  praises  of  God  ; 
his  is  the  kingdom,  and  unto  him  is  the  praise  due;  for  he  is 
almighty.  //  is  he  who  hath  created  you  ;  and  one  of  you  is  predestined 
to  be  an  unbehever,  and  another  of  you  is  predestined  to  be  a  behever  : 
and  God  beholdeth  that  which  ye  do.  He  hath  created  the  heavens 
and  the  earth  with  truth  ;  and  he  hath  fashioned  you,  and  given  you 
beautiful  forms  :  and  unto  him  must  ye  all  go.  He  knoweth  whatever 
is  in  heaven  and  earth  :  and  he  knoweth  that  which  ye  conceal,  and 
that  which  ye  discover  ;  for  GOD  knoweth  the  innermost  part  of  men's 
breasts.  Have  ye  not  been  acquainted  with  the  story  of  those  who  dis- 
beheved  heretofore,  and  tasted  the  evil  consequence  of  their  behaviour  ? 
And  for  them  is  pt'epared^  in  the  life  to  come,  a  tormenting  punishment. 
This  shall  they  suffer^  because  their  apostles  came  unto  them  with 
evident  proofs  of  their  mission^  and  they  said.  Shall  men  direct  us  ? 
Wherefore  they  believed  not,  and  turned  their  backs.  But  GOD 
standeth  in  need  of  no  person  :  for  God  is  self-sufficient,  a7id  worthy 
to  be  praised.  The  unbelievers  imagine  that  they  shall  not  be  raised 
again.  Say,  Yea,  by  my  LoRD,  ye  shall  surely  be  raised  again  :  then 
shall  ye  be  told  that  which  ye  have  wrought ;  and  this  is  easy  with 
God.  Wherefore  believe  in  God  and  his  apostle,  and  the  light  which 
we  have  sent  down  :  for  God  is  well  acquainted  with  that  which  ye  do. 
On  a  certain  day  he  shall  assemble  you,  at  the  day  of  the  general 
assembly  :  that  will  be  the  day  of  mutual  deceit.*  And  whoso  shall 
believe  in  God,  and  shall  do  that  which  is  right,  from  him  will  he 
expiate  his  evil  deeds,  and  he  will  lead  him  into  gardens  beneath  which 
rivers  flow,  to  remain  therein  for  ever.  This  will  be  great  felicity.  But 
they  who  shall  not  beheve,  and  shall  accuse  our  signs  of  falsehood, 
those  shall  be  the  inhabitants  of  hell  fire,  wherein  they  shall  remainy^r 
ever;  and  a  wretched  journey  shall  it  be  thither!  No  misfortune 
happeneth  but  by  the  permission  of  GOD ;  and  whoso  believeth  in  GOD, 
he  will  direct  his  heart :  and  GOD  knoweth  all  things.  Wherefore  obey 
God,  and  obey  the  apostle  :  but  if  ye  turn  back,  verily  the  duty  incum- 
bent on  our  apostle  is  only  public  preaching.  GOD  !  there  is  no  GOD 
but  he  :  wherefore  in  God  let  the  faithful  put  their  trust.  O  true 
believers,  verily  of  your  wives  and  your  children  ye  have  an  enemy  :^ 
wherefore  beware  of  them.  But  if  ye  pass  over  their  offences,  and 
pardon  and  forgive  them;^  God  is  likewise  inclined  to  forgive,  and 

2  The  commentators  are  not  agreed  whether  this  chapter  was  revealed  at  Mecca,  or  at 
Medina  ;  or  partly  at  the  one  place,  and  partly  at  the  other. 

a  Wlien  the  blessed  will  deceive  the  damned,  by  taking  the  places  which  they  would  have  had 
in  paradise  had  they  been  true  believers  ;  and  contrariwise.  1 

b  For  these  are  apt  to  distract  a  man  from  his  duty,  especially  in  tims  of  distress  ;2  a  married 
man  caring  for  the  ihings  that  are  of  this  world,  while  the  unmarried  careth  for  the  things  that 
belong  to  the  Lord.3 

'Considering  that  the  hindrance  they  may  occasion  you  proceeds  from  iheir  afTcction,  and 
their  ill  bearing  your  absence  in  time  of  war,  &c. 

I  Ide.m,  Jallalo'ddin,  Yahya.        S  Idem.        3  o€£  i  Cor,  vii.  25,  &s. 
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merciful.  Your  wealth  and  your  children  are  only  a  temptation  ;  but 
with  God  is  a  great  reward.  Wherefore  fear  God,  as  much  as  ye  are 
able  ;  and  hear,  and  obey :  and  give  alms,  for  the  good  of  your  souls  ; 
for  whoso  is  preserved  from  the  covetousness  of  his  own  soul,  they  shall 
prosper.  If  ye  lend  unto  GOD  an  acceptable  loan,  he  will  double  the 
same  unto  you,  and  will  forgive  you  :  for  GOD  is  grateful  and  long- 
suffering,  knowing  both  what  is  hidden  and  what  is  divulged  ;  the 
Mighty,  the  Wise. 


CHAPTER  LXV. 

ENTITLED,  DIVORCE;   REVEALED   AT  MEDINA, 

IN    THE   NAME   OF    THE   MOST   MERCIFUL   GOD. 

/^  PROPHET,  when  ye  divorce  women,  put  them  away  at  their 
^-^  appointed  term  ;^  and  compute  the  term  exactly :  and  fear  GOD, 
your  Lord.  Oblige  them  not  to  go  out  of  their  apartments,  neither  let 
them  go  out,  tiniil  the  term  be  expired^  unless  they  be  guilty  of  manifest 
uncleanness.  These  are  the  statutes  of  GOD  :  and  whoever  transgress- 
eth  the  statutes  of  God,  assuredly  injureth  his  own  soul.  Thou  Icnowest 
not  whether  God  will  bring  something  new  to  pass,  which  viay  reconci^,e 
them,  after  this.  And  when  they  shall  have  fulfilled  their  term,  either 
retain  them  with  kindness,  or  part  from  them  honourably  :  and  take 
witnesses  from  among  you,  men  of  integrity  ;  and  giv^yoitr  testimony 
as  in  the  presence  of  GOD.  This  admonition  is  given  unto  him  who 
believeth  in  GOD  and  the  last  day  :  and  whoso  feareth  GOD,  unto  him 
will  he  grant  a  happy  issue  otit  of  all  his  afflictions,  and  he  will  bestow 
on  him  an  ample  provision  from  whence  he  expecteth  it  not :  and  who- 
so trusteth  in  GOD,  he  will  be  his  sufficient  support  ;  for  God  will 
surely  attain  his  purpose.  Now  hath  GOD  appointed  unto  everything 
a  determined  period.  As  to  such  of  your  wives  as  shall  despair  having 
their  courses,  by  reason  of  their  age;  if  ye  be  in  doubt  thereof,  let  their 
term  be  three  months  :  and  let  the  same  be  the  ter7n  of  those  who  have 
not  yet  had  their  courses.  But  as  to  those  who  are  pregnant,  their 
term  shall  be,  until  they  be  delivered  of  their  burden.*  And  whoso 
feareth  God,  unto  him  will  he  make  his  command  easy.  This  is  the 
command  of  God,  which  he  hath  sent  down  unto  you.  And  whoso 
feareth  GOD,  he  will  expiate  his  evil  deeds  from  him,  and  will  increase 
his  reward.  Suffer  the  women  whom  ye  divorce  to  dwell  in  some  part 
of  the  houses  wherein  ye  dwell ;  according  to  the  room  and  conveniences 
of  the  habiiauoru  which  ye  possess  :  and  make  them  not  uneasy,  that 

*  That  is,  when  they  shall  have  had  their  courses  thrice  after  the  time  of  their  divorce,  if  they 
prove  not  to  be  with  child  ;  or,  if  they  prove  with  child,  when  they  shall  have  been  delivered. 1 
Al  Beidawi  supposes  husbands  are  hereby  commanded  to  divorce  their  wives  while  they  are 
clean  ;  and  says  that  the  passage  was  revealed  on  account  of  Ebn  Omar,  who  divorced  his  wife 
when  she  had  her  courses  upon  her,  and  was  therefore  obliged  to  take  her  again. 

*  See  chapter  2,  p.  24. 

1  Soe  cap.  2,  p.  %A. 
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ye  may  reduce  them  to  straits.  And  if  they  be  with  child,  expend  on 
them  what  shall  be  needful^  until  they  be  delivered  of  their  burden. 
And  if  they  suckle  their  childre7i  for  you,  give  them  their  hire  ;^  and 
consult  amorlg  yourselves,  according  to  what  shall  be  just  and  reason- 
able. And  if  ye  be  put  to  a  difficulty  herein,  and  another  woman  shall 
suckle  the  child  for  him,  let  him  who  hath  plenty  expend  proportionably, 
in  the  maintenance  of  the  mother  and  the  nurse,  out  of  his  plenty  :  and 
let  him  whose  income  is  scanty,  expend  in  proportion  out  of  that  which 
God  hath  given  him.  GoD  obligeth  no  man  to  more  than  he  hath 
given  him  ability  to  perform :  GOD  will  cause  ease  to  succeed  hardship. 
How  many  cities  have  turned  aside  from  the  command  of  their  Lord 
and  his  apostles  .''  Wherefore  we  brought  them  to  a  severe  account ; 
and  we  chastised  them  with  a  grievous  chastisement :  and  they  tasted 
the  evil  consequence  of  their  business  ;  and  the  end  of  their  business 
was  perdition.  GOD  hath  prepared  for  them  a  severe  punishment ; 
wherefore  fear  GOD,  O  ye  who  are  endued  with  understanding.  True 
believers,  now  hath  GOD  sent  down  unto  you  an  admonition,  an  apostle 
who  may  rehearse  unto  you  the  perspicuous  signs  of  God  ;  that  he  may 
bring  forth  those  who  believe  and  do  good  works,  from  darkness  into 
light.  And  whoso  believeth  in  God,  and  doth  that  which  is  right,  him 
Will  he  lead  into  gardens  beneath  which  rivers  flow,  to  remain  therein 
for  ever  :  now  hath  GOD  made  an  excellent  provision  for  him.  It  is 
God  who  hath  created  seven  heavens,  and  as  many  different  stories  of 
the  earth  :  the  divine  command  descendeth  between  them  js  that  ye 
may  know  that  God  is  omnipotent,  and  that  God  comprehendeth  all 
things  by  his  knowledge. 


CHAPTER   LXVI. 

ENTITLED,  PROHIBITION  ;  REVEALED  AT  MEDINA. 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

r\  PROPHET,  why  boldest  thou  that  to  be  prohibited  which  Gofi 
^-^  hath  allowed  thee,  seeking  to  please  thy  wives  ;^  since  GOD  is 
inclined  to  forgive  and  merciful  ?    God  hath  allowed  you  the  dissolu- 

'  Which  ought  at  least  to  be  sufficient  to  maintain  and  clothe  them  during  the  time  of  suck- 
ling.    See  chapter  2,  p.  25. 

g  Penetrating  and  pervading  them  all  with  absolute  efficacy. 

Ji  There  are  some  who  suppose  this  passage  to  have  been  occasioned  by  Mohammed's  pro- 
testing never  to  eat  honey  any  more,  because,  having  once  eaten  some  in  the  apartment  of 
Hafsa,  or  of  Zeinab,  three  other  of  his  wives,  namely,  Ayesha,  Sawda,  and  Safia,  all  told  him 
they  smelt  he  had  been  eating  of  the  juice  which  distils  from  certain  shrubs  in  those  parts, 
and  resembles  honey  in  taste  and  consistence,  but  is  of  a  very  strong  flavour,  and  which  the 
prophet  had  a  great  aversion  to.l  But  the  more  received  opmion  is,  that  the  chapter  was 
revealed  on  the  following  occasion.  Mohammed  having  lain  with  a  slave  of  his  named  Mary, 
of  Coptic  extract  (who  had  been  sent  him  as  a  present  by  al  Mokawkas,  governor  of  Egypt), 
on  the  day  which  was  due  to  Ayesha,  or  to  Hafsa,  and,  as  some  say,  on  Hafsa's  own  bed, 
while  she  vtAs  absent ;  and  tliis  coming  to  Hafsa's  knowledge,  she  took  it  extremely  ill,  and 

I  Al  Zamakh.,  al  Heidawi. 
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tion  of  your  oaths  :*  and  GoD  is  your  master  ;  and  he  is  knowing  and 
wise.  When  the  prophet  entrusted  as  a  secret  unto  one  of  his  wives  a 
certain  accident ;  and  when  she  disclosed  the  same,  and  God  made  it 
known  unto  him  ;  he  acquainted  her  with  part  of  what  she  had  done, 
and  forbore  to  upbraid  her  with  the  other  part  thereof.  And  when  he 
had  acquainted  her  therewith,  she  said,  Who  hath  discovered  this  unto 
thee }  He  answered,  The  knowing,  the  sagacious  God  hath  discovered 
//  unto  me.^  If  ye  both  be  turned  unto  God  (for  your  hearts  have 
swerved)  it  is  well :  but  if  ye  join  against  him,  verily  God  is  his  patron; 

reproached  her  husband  so  sharply,  that,  to  pacify  her,  he  promised,  with  an  oath,  never  to 
touch  the  maid  again ;!  and  to  free  him  from  the  obligation  of  this  promise  was  the  design  of 
the  chapter. 

I  cannot  here  avoid  observing,  as  a  learned  writers  has  done  before  me,  that  Dr.  Prideaux 
has  strangely  misrepresented  this  passage.  For  having  given  the  story  of  the  prophet's  amour 
with  his  maid  Mary,  a  little  embellished,  he  proceeds  to  tell  us  that  in  this  chapter  Mohammed 
brings  in  God  allowing  him,  and  all  his  Moslems,  to  lie  with  their  maids  when  they  will,  not- 
withstanding their  wives  (whereas  the  words  relate  to  the  prophet  only,  who  wanted  not  any 
new  permission  for  that  purpose,  because  it  was  a  privilege  already  granted  him,3  though  to 
none  else) ;  and  then,  to  show  what  ground  he  had  for  his  assertion,  adds  that  the  first  words 
of  the  chapter  are,  O  prophet,  why  dost  thou  forbid  what  God  hath  allowed  thee,  titat  thou 
viayest  please  thy  wives  ?  God  hath  granted  unto  yott  to  lie  with  your  maid-servants.^ 
Which  last  words  are  not  to  be  found  here,  or  elsewhere  in  the  Koran,  and  contain  an  allow- 
ance of  what  is  expressly  forbidden  therein  ;5  though  the  doctor  has  thence  taken  occasion  to 
make  some  reflections  which  might  as  well  have  been  spared.  I  shall  say  nothing  to  aggravate 
the  matter,  but  leave  the  reader  to  imagine  what  this  reverend  divine  would  have  said  of  a 
Mohammedan  if  he  had  caught  him  tripping  in  the  like  manner. 

Having  digressed  so  far,  I  will  venture  to  add  a  word  or  two  in  order  to  account  for  one  cir- 
cumstance which  Dr.  Prideaux  relates  concerning  Mohammed's  concubine  Mary;  viz.,  that 
after  her  master's  death,  no  account  was  had  of  her  or  the  son  which  she  had  borne  him,  but  both 
were  sent  away  into  Egypt,  and  no  mention  made  of  either  ever  after  among  them ;  and  then 
he  supposes  (for  he  seldom  is  at  a  loss  for  a  supposition)  that  Aj-esha,  out  of  the  hatred  which 
she  bore  her,  procured  of  her  father,  who  succeeded  the  impostor  in  the  government,  to  have 
her  thus  disposed  of.^  But  it  being  certain,  by  the  general  consent  of  all  the  eastern  writers, 
that  Mary  continued  in  Arabia  till  her  death,  which  happened  at  Medina  about  five  years  after 
that  ot  her  master,  and  was  buried  in  the  usual  burying-place  there,  called  al  Baki,  and  that 
her  son  died  before  his  father,  it  has  been  asked,  whence  the  doctor  had  this  ?7  I  answer,  that 
I  guess  he  had  it  partly  from  Abulfaragius,  according  to  the  printed  edition  of  whose  work, 
the  Mary  we  are  speaking  of  is  said  to  have  been  sent  with  her  sister  Shirin  (not  with  her  son) 
to  Alexandria  by  al  Mokawkas  ;8  though  I  make  no  doubt  but  we  ought  in  that  passage  to 
read  fttin,  from,  instead  of  ila,  t^  (notwithstanding  the  manuscript  copies  of  this  author  used 
by  Dr.  Pocock,  the  editor,  and  also  a  very  fair  one  in  my  own  possession,  agree  in  the  latter 
reading) ;  and  that  the  sentence  ouglit  to  run  thus,  quatn  (viz.,  Mariam)  utid,  cum  sorore 
Shirina  ab  Alexandria  viiserat  al  Mokawkas. 

«  By  having  appointed  an  expiation  for  that  purpose  ;9  or,  as  the  words  may  be  translated, 
God  hath  allowed  you  to  use  an  exception  in  your  oaths  if  it  please  GoD  ;  in  which  case  a 
man  is  excused  from  guilt  if  he  perform  not  his  oath.  10  The  passage,  though  directed  to  all 
the  Moslems  in  general,  seems  to  be  particularly  designed  for  quieting  the  prophet's  conscience 
in  regard  to  the  oath  above  mentioned :  but  Al  Beidawi  approves  not  this  opinion,  because 
such  an  oath  was  to  be  looked  upon  as  an  inconsiderate  one,  and  required  no  expiation. 

y-  V/hen  Mohammed  found  that  Hafsa  knew  of  his  having  injured  her,  or  Ayesha,  by  lying 
with  his  concubine  Mary  on  the  day  due  to  one  of  them,  he  desired  her  to  keep  the  affair 
secret,  promising,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  would  not  meddle  with  Mary  any  more ;  and 
foretold  her,  as  a  piece  of  news  which  might  soothe  her  vanity,  that  Abu  Beer  and  Omar 
should  succeed  him  in  the  government  of  his  people.  Hafsa,  however,  could  not  conceal  this 
from  Ayesha,  with  whom  she  lived  in  strict  friendship,  but  acquainted  her  with  the  whole 
matter  :  whereupon  the  prophet,  perceiving,  probably  by  Ayesha's  behaviour,  that  his  secret 
had  been  discovered,  upbraided  Hafsa  with  her  betraying  him,  telling  her  that  God  had 
revealed  it  to  him  ;  and  not  only  divorced  her,  but  separated  him  from  all  his  other  wives  for  a 
wiiole  month,  which  time  he  spent  in  the  apartment  of  Mary.  In  a  short  time,  notwithstanding, 
he  took  Hafsa  again,  by  the  direction,  as  he  gave  out,  of  the  angel  Gabriel,  who  commended 
her  for  her  frequent  fasting  and  other  exercises  of  devotion,  assuring  him  likewise  that  she 
should  be  one  of  his  wives  in  paradise. H 

1  Idem,  Jallal,  Yahya.  2  Gagnier,  not.  ad  Abulf.  Vit.  Moh.  p.  150.  '  See  cap.  33, 

p.  318,  319.  4  Prid.  Life  of  Mah.  p.  113.  5  See  cap.  17,  p.  209  ;  cap.  4,  p.  56  ;  and 

cap.  24,  p.  267,  &c.  6  Prid.  Life  of  Mah.  p.  114.  7  Gagnier,  ubi  supra.  8  Abulfarag. 
Hist.  Dynast,  p.  16^.        '  See  cap.  5,  p.  84.        1<^  Al  Beidawi.        il  Idrm.  al  Zpm?.kh.  &c- 
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and  Gabriel,  and  the  good  man  among  the  faithful,  and  the  angels 
also  are  his  assistants.^  If  he  divorce  you,  his  Lord  can  easily  give 
him  in  exchange  other  wives  better  than  you,  women  resigned  unto 
God^  true  believers,  devout,  penitent,  obedient,  given  to  fasting,  both 
such  as  have  been  known  by  other  men,  and  virgins.  O  true  believers, 
save  your  souls,  and  those  of  your  families,  from  the  fire  whose  fuel  is 
men  and  stones,  over  which  are  set  angels  fierce  and  terrible ;™  who 
disobey  not  GOD  in  what  he  hath  commanded  them,  but  perform  what 
diey  are  commanded.  O  unbelievers,  excuse  not  yourselves  this  day  ; 
ye  shall  surely  be  rewarded  for  what  ye  have  done.'^  O  true  believers, 
turn  unto  GOD  with  a  sincere  repentance  :  peradventure  your  Lord 
will  do  away  from  you  your  evil  deeds,  and  will  admit  you  into  gardens, 
through  which  rivers  flow ;  on  the  day  whereon  GOD  will  not  put  to 
shame  the  prophet,  or  those  who  believe  with  him  :  their  light  shall 
run  before  them  and  on  their  right  hands,"  and  they  shall  say,  Lord, 
make  our  light  perfect,  and  forgive  us  ;  for  thou  art  almighty.  O 
prophet,  attack  the  infidels  with  anns,  and  the  hypocrites  with  argu- 
ments; and  treat  them  with  severity  :  their  abode  shall  be  hell,  and  an 
ill  journey  shali  it  be  thither.  GOD  propoundeth  as  a  similitude  unto 
the  unbelievers,  the  wife  of  Noah,  and  the  wife  of  Lot :  they  were 
under  two  of  our  righteous  servants,  and  they  deceived  them  both  f 
wherefore  their  husbands  were  of  no  advantage  unto  them  at  all,  in  the 
sight  of  God  :^  and  it  shall  be  said  tciito  them  at  the  last  day,  Enter 
ye  into  hell  fire,  with  those  who  enter  therein.  God  also  propoundeth 
as  a  similitude  unto  those  who  believe,  the  wife  of  Pharaoh  -^  when 
she  said.  Lord,  build  me  a  house  with  thee  in  paradise  ;  and  deliver 
me  from  Pharaoh  and  his  doings,  and  deliver  me  from  the  unjust 
people  :  and  Mary  the  daughter  of  Imran ;  who  preserved  her  chastity, 
and  into  whose  womb  we  breathed  of  our  spirit,®  and  who  believed  in 
the  words  of  her  LORD  and  his  scriptures,  and  was  a  devout  and 
obedient  person.* 

1  This  sentehce  is  directed  to  ttafsa  and  Ayesha ;  the  pronouns  and  verbs  of  the  second 
person  being  in  the  dual  number. 

"*  See  chapter  74  and  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  72. 

°  These  words  will  be  spoken  to  the  infidels  at  the  last  day. 

<>  See  chapter  57,  p.  400. 

P  Who  were  both  unbelieving  women,  but  deceived  their  respective  husbands  by  their  hypo- 
cHsy.  Noahs  wife,  named  Waila,  endeavoured  to  persuade  the  people  her  husband  was 
distracted  ;  and  Lot's  wife,  whose  name  v/as  Wahela  (though  some  writers  give  this  name  to 
the  other,  and  that  of  Waila  to  the  latter),  was  in  confederacy  with  the  men  of  Sodom,  and 
used  to  give  them  notice  when  any  strangers  came  to  lodge  with  him,  by  a  sign  of  smoke  by 
day,  and  of  fire  by  night,  l 

q  For  they  both  met  with  a  disastrous  end  in  this  world, 2  and  will  be  doomed  to  eternal 
misery  in  the  next.  In  like  manner,  as  Mohammed  would  insinuate,  the  infidels  of  his  time 
had  no  reason  to  expect  any  mitigation  of  their  punishment,  on  account  of  their  relation  to 
himself  and  the  rest  of  the  true  believers. 

'  viz.,  Asia,  the  daughter  of  Mozahem.  The  commentator's  relate,  that  because  she  believed 
in  Moses,  her  husband  cruelly  tormented  her,  fastening  hei  hands  and  feet  to  four  stakes,  and 
laying  a  large  mill-stone  on  her  breast,  her  face,  at  the  same  time,  being  exposed  to  the 
scorching  beams  of  the  sun.  These  pains,  however,  were  alleviated  by  the  angels  shading  her 
ivith  their  wings,  and  the  view  ofth ;  mmsion  prepared  for  her  in  paradise,  which  was  exhibited 
to  her  on  her  pronouncing  the  prayer  in  the  text.  At  length  God  received  her  soul  ■  or  as 
some  say,  she  was  taken  up  alive  into  paradise,  where  she  eats  and  drinks.3 

*  See  chapter  19,  p.  228,  &c. 

»  On  occasion  of  the  honourable  mention  here  made  of  these  two  extraordinary  wonieu,  lli; 

1  Jallal,  al  Zamakh.        2  See  cap.  ti,  p.  if-2,  '66,  and  i6;.         3  Jalla!,,  al  Zj.inaki.t 
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CHAPTER   LXVII. 
feNTlTLED,  THE  KINGDOM;'^    REVEALED  AT  MECCA. 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

(XXIX.)  "DLESSED  be  he  in  whose  hand  is  the  kingdom  ;  for  he  is 
^  almighty  !  Who  hath  created  death  and  hfe,  that  he 
might  prove  you,  which  of  you  is  most  righteous  in  his  actions :  and  he 
is  mighty,  and  ready  to  forgive.  Who  hath  created  seven  heavens, 
one  above  another  :  thou  canst  not  see  in  a  creature  of  the  most  Mer- 
ciful any  unfitness  or  disproportion.  Lift  up  thine  eyes  again  to  heaven, 
and  look  whether  thou  seest  any  flaw  :  then  take  two  other  views  ; 
and  thy  sight  shall  return  unto  thee  dull  and  fatigued.  Moreover  we 
have  adorned  the  lowest  heaven  with  lamps,  and  have  appointed  them 
to  be  darted  at  the  devils,*  for  whom  we  have  prepared  the  torment  of 
burning  fire  :  and  for  those  who  believe  not  in  their  LORD,  is  also  pre- 
pared  the  torment  of  hell ;  an  ill  journey  shall  it  be  thither !  When 
they  shall  be  thrown  thereinto,  they  shall  hear  it  bray  like  an  ass  -^ 
and  it  shall  boil,  and  almost  burst  for  fury.  So  often  as  a  company  of 
them  shall  be  thrown  therein,  the  keepers  thereof  shall  ask  them, 
saying,  Did  not  a  warner  come  unto  you  ?  They  shall  answer.  Yea,  a 
warner  came  unto  us  :  but  we  accused  him  of  imposture,  and  said,  GOD 
hath  not  revealed  anything  ;  ye  are  in  no  other  than  a  great  error  : 
and  they  shall  say.  If  we  had  hearkened,  or  had  rightly  considered,  we 
should  not  have  been  among  the  inhabitants  of  burning  fire :  and  they 
shall  confess  their  sins  ;  but  far  be  the  inhabitants  of  burning  fvrtfrom 
obtaining  mercy !  Verily  they  who  fear  their  LORD  in  secret,  shall 
receive  pardon  and  a  great  reward.  Either  conceal  your  discourse,  or 
make  it  public  ;  he  knoweth  the  innermost  parts  of  your  breasts  : 
shall  not  he  know  all  things  who  hath  created  them;  since  he  is  the 
sagacious,  the  knowing  ?  It  is  he  who  hath  levelled  the  earth  for  you  : 
therefore  walk  through  the  regions  thereof,  and  eat  of  his  provision  ; 
unto  him  shall  be  the  resurrection.  Are  ye  secure  that  he  who  dwelleth 
in  heaven  will  not  cause  the  earth  to  swallow  you  up  ?  and  behold,  it 
shall  shake.  Or  are  ye  secure  that  he  who  dwelleth  in  heaven  will  not 
send  against  you  an  inipettwus  whirlwind,  driving  the  sands  to  over- 
whelm you  f  then  shall  ye  know  how  important  my  warning  was. 
Those  also  who  were  before  you  disbelieved  ;  and  how  gt  ievous  was 
my  displeasure  !  Do  they  not  behold  the  birds  above  them,  extending 
and  drawing  back  their  wings  ?  None  sustaineth  them,  except  the 
Merciful ;  for  he  regardeth  all  things.  Or  who  is  he  that  will  be  as  an 
army  unto  you,  to  defend  you  against  the  Merciful .''  Verily  the  un- 
believers are  in  no  other  than  a  mistake.     Or  who  is  he  that  will  give 

commentators  introduce  a  saying  of  their  prophet,  That  among  men.  there  had  been  many 
perfect,  htt  no  more  than  four  of  the  other  sex  had  attained  perfection ;  to  tk  rt,  Asia,  tlw. 
wife  of  Pharaoh;  Mary,  the  daughter  of  Imrdn ;  Khadijah,  the  daughter  of  K  ouaitcd 
Uhe  prophet's  first  wi/e) :  and  F&tema,  the  daughter  of  Mohammed. 

«  It  is  also  entitled  by  some,  The  Saving,  or  J  he  DUivetiitg,  because,  say  they,  it  v.l:!  ,7%t 
him  who  reads  it  from  the  torture  of  the  sepulchre. 

»  See  chapter  15,  p.  19s. 

7  See  diaplcr  31,  p.  308. 
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you  food,  if  he  withholdeth  his  provision?  yet  they  persist  ih  perverse- 
ness,  and  flying  fro7n  the  truth.  Is  he,  therefore,  who  goeth  ^x  .veiling 
upon  his  face,  better  directed  than  he  who  walketh  upright  in  a  straight 
way  ?*  Say,  It  is  he  who  hath  given  you  being,  and  endued  you  with 
hearing,  and  sight,  and  understanding  ;  yet  how  little  gratitude  have 
ye  !  Say,  It  is  he  who  hath  sown  you  in  the  earth,  and  unto  him  shall 
ye  be  gathered  together.  They  say,  When  shall  this  menace  be  put  in 
execution,  if  ye  speak  truth  ?  Answer,  The  knowledge  of  this  matter 
is  with  God  alone  :  for  I  am  only  a  pubuc  warner.  But  when  they 
shall  see  the  same  nigh  at  hand,  the  countenance  ot  the  infidels  shall 
grow  sad  :  and  it  shall  be  said  U7ito  them^  This  is  what  ye  have  been 
demanding.  Say,  What  think  ye?  Whether  God  destroy  me  and 
those  who  are  with  me,  or  have  mercy  on  us ;  who  will  protect  the 
unbelievers  from  a  painful  punishment  ?  Say,  He  is  the  Merciful ;  in 
him  do  we  believe,  and  in  him  do  we  put  our  trust.  Ye  shall  hereafter 
know  who  is  in  a  manifest  error.  Say,  What  think  ye  ?  If  your  water 
be  in  the  morning  swallowed  up  by  the  earth,  who  will  give  you  cleat 
and  running  water  ? 


CHAPTER   LXVIII. 

ENTITLED,  THE  PEN;    REVEALED  AT  MECCA. 

IN   THE   NAME  OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL   GOD. 

N»  BY  the  pen,  and  what  they  write,''  thou,  O  Mohammed,  through 
•  the  grace  of  thy  Lord,  art  not  distracted.  Verily  the7X  is  pre' 
fared  iox  thee  an  everlasting  reward ;  for  thou  art  of  a  noble  disposition." 
Thou  shalt  see,  and  the  i7tjidels  shall  see,  which  of  you  are  bereaved  of 
your  senses.  Verily  thy  LORD  well  knoweth  him  who  wandereth  from 
his  path ;  and  he  well  knoweth  those  who  are  rightly  directed :  where- 
fore obey  not  those  who  charge  thee  with  imposture.  They  desire  that 
thou  shouldst  be  easy  with  the77t^  and  they  will  be  easy  with  theeS^ 

«  This  comparison  is  applied  by  the  expositors  to  the  infidel  and  the  true  believer. 

»  This  letter  is  sometimes  made  the  title  ot  the  chapter,  but  its  meaning  is  confessedly  un- 
certain. They  who  suppose  it  stands  for  the  word  Nun  are  not  agreed  as  to  its  signification  in 
this  place ;  for  it  is  not  only  the  name  of  the  letter  N  in  Arabic,  but  signifies  also  an  inkJiorn 
and  Sijish;  some  are  of  opinion  the  former  signification  is  the  most  proper  here,  as  consonant 
to  what  is  immediately  mentioned  of  the  pen  and  writing,  and,  considering  that  tlie  blood  of 
certain^j/i  is  good  ink,  not  inconsistent  with  the  latter  signification  ;  which  is,  however,  preferred 
by  others,  saying  that  either  the  whole  speciesof  y?j/i  in  general  is  thereby  intended,  or  the  fish 
which  swallowed  Jonas  (who  is  mentioned  in  this  chapter),  or  else  that  vast  one  called  Behemoth, 
fancied  to  support  the  earth,  in  particular.  Those  who  acquiesce  in  none  of  the  foregoing  ex- 
plications have  invented  others  of  their  own,  and  imagine  this  character  stands  for  the  table  of 
God's  decrees,  or  o}ic  of  the  rivers  in  paradise,  &c.l 

^  Some  understand  these  words  generally,  and  others  of  the  pen  with  which  God's  decrees  are 
written  on  the  preserved  table,  and  of  the  angels  who  register  the  same. 

•^  In  that  thou  hast  borne  with  so  much  patience  and  resignation  the  wrongs  and  insults  of  thy 
people,  which  have  been  greater  than  those  offered  to  any  apostle  before  thee.2 

<i  i.e..  If  thou  wilt  let  them  alone  in  their  idolatry  and  other  v/icked  practices,  they  will  ceaj 
to  revile  and  persecute  thee. 

1  AJ  Zamakh.,  al  Beidawi,  Yahya.        '  Al  Beidawj.        3  Idem,  JallaL 
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But  obey  not  any  who  is  a  common  swearer,  a  despicable /^//^w,  a 
defamer,  going  about  with  slander,  who  forbiddeth  that  which  is  good, 
who  is  also  a  transgressor,  a  wicked  person,  cruel,  and  besides  this,  of 
spurious  birth  :®  although  he  be  possessed  of  wealth  and  many  children  : 
when  our  signs  are  rehearsed  unto  him,  he  saith.  They  o^r^ -fables  of  the 
ancients.  We  will  stigmatize  him  on  the  nose.'  Verily  we  have  tried 
the  Meccans^  as  we  formerly  tried  the  owners  of  the  garden  -^^  when 
they  swore  that  they  would  gather  the  fruit  thereof'  in  the  morning,  and 
added  not  the  exception.  If  it  please  God:  wherefore  a  surrounding 
destruction  from  thy  Lord  encompassed  it,  while  they  slept ;  and  in 
the  morning  it  became  like  a  garden  whose  fruits  had  been  gathered.^ 
And  they  called  the  one  to  the  other  as  they  rose  in  the  morning,  sayings 
Go  out  early  to  your  plantation,  if  ye  intend  to  gather  the  fruit  thereof: 
so  they  went  on,  whispering  to  one  another,  No  poor  man  shall  enter 
the  garden  upon  you  this  day.  And  they  went  forth  early,  with  a  deter- 
mined purpose.  And  when  they  saw  the  garden  blasted  and  destroyed^ 
they  said,  We  have  certainly  mistaken  our  way  :  but  when  they  found 
it  to  be  their  own  garde?i,  they  criedj  Verily  we  are  not  permitted^  to 
reap  the  fruit  thereof.  The  worthier  of  them  said,  Did  I  not  say  unto 
you.  Will  ye  not  give  praise  unto  GOD  ?  They  answered.  Praise  be 
unto  our  Lord  !  Verily  we  have  been  unjust  doers.  And  they  began 
to  blame  one  another,"^  and  they  said,  Woe  be  unto  us !  verily  we  have 
been  transgressors  :  peradventure  our  Lord  will  give  us  in  exchange  a 
\)t\X&c  garden  than  this  :  and  we  earnestly  beseech  our  Lord  to  pardon 
us.  Thus  is  the  chastisement  of  tnis  life  :  but  the  chastisement  of  the 
next  shall  be  more  grievous  ;  if  they  had  known  zV,  they  would  have 
taken  heed.  Verily  for  the  pious  are  prepared^  with  their  LORD,  gardens 
of  delight.   Shall  we  deal  with  the  Moslems  as  with  the  wicked  ?*    What 

'  The  person  at  whom  this  passage  was  particularly  levelled  is  generally  supposed  to  have 
been  Mohammed's  inveterate  enemy,  al  Vf^alid  Ebn  al  Mogheira,  whom,  to  complete  his 
:haracter,  he  calls  bastard,  because  al  Rlogheira  did  not  own  him  for  his  son  till  he  was  eighteen 
/ears  of  age.l  Some,  however,  think  it  was  al  Akhnas  Ebn  Shoraik,  who  was  really  of  the 
tribe  of  Thakif,  though  reputed  to  be  of  that  of  Zahra.2 

f  Which  being  the  most  conspicuous  part  of  the  face,  a  mark  set  thereon  is  attended  with  the 
utmost  ignominy.  It  is  said  that  this  prophetical  menace  was  actually  made  good,  al  Walid 
having  his  nose  slit  by  a  sword  at  the  battle  of  Bedr,  the  mark  of  which  wound  he  carried  with 
lilm  to  his  grave. 3  ^ 

g  By  afilicting  them  with  a  grievous  famine.     See  chapter  23,  p.  260. 

*»  This  garden  was  a  plantation  of  palm-trees,  about  two  parasangs  from  Sanaa,  belonging  to 
a  certain  charitable  man,  who,  wiien  he  gathered  his  dates,  used  to  give  public  notice  to  the 
poor,  and  to  leave  them  such  of  the  fruit  as  the  knife  missed,  or  was  blown  do%vn  by  the  wind, 
or  fell  beside  the  cloth  spread  under  the  tree  to  receive  it :  after  his  death,  his  sons,  who  were 
then  become  masters  of  the  garden,  apprehending  they  should  come  to  want  if  they  followed 
their  father's  example,  agreed  to  gather  the  fruit  early  in  the  morning,  when  the  poor  could 
have  no  notice  of  the  matter  :  but  when  they  came  to  execute  their  purpose,  they  found,  to 
their  great  grief  and  surprise,  that  their  plantation  had  been  destroyed  in  the  night.* 

>  Literally,  that  they  wok  Id  cut  it;  the  manner  of  gathering  dates  being  to  cut  the  clusters 
off  with  a  knife.  Marracci  supposes  they  intended  to  C7it  dcnvn  the  trees,  and  destroy  the 
plantation  ;  which,  as  he  observes,  renders  the  story  ridiculous  and  absurd. 

k  Or,  as  the  original  may  also  be  rendered,  like  a  dark  night:  it  being  burnt  up  and  black.' 

1  The  same  expression  is  used,  chapter  56,  p.  398. 

"  For  one  advised  this  expedition,  another  approved  of  it,  a  third  gave  consent  by  his  silence, 
but  the  fourth  was  absolutely  against  it.5 

"  This  passage  was  revealed  in  answer  to  the  infidels,  who  said,  I/ive  shall  be  raised  again, 
as  MohaiHjned  and  his  foUcnvers  itHagine,  tJiey  will  not  excel  us ;  but  we  shall  certainly  6i 
in  a  better  cojidition  than  they  in  the  next  wofld,  as  we  are  in  this.^ 

1  Icjeni,  Ja}ialo'Jdin.     '  Idem.     '  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin.     *  Idem.     ^  Al  Beidawi     «  Ideia 
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aileth  you  that  ye  judge  thus  ?  Have  >  e  a  hoo^:  from  heaven,  wherein  ye 
read  that  ye  are  therein  promised  that  which  ye  shall  choose  ?  Or  have 
ye  received  oaths  which  shall  be  binding  upon  us  to  the  day  of  resurrec- 
tion, that  ye  shall  enjoy  what  ye  imagine  ?  Ask  them,  which  of  them 
will  be  the  voucher  of  this.  Or  have  they  companions"  who  will  vouch 
for  ihem  ?  Let  them  produce  their  companions,  therefore,  if  they  speak 
truth.  On  a  certain  day  the  leg  shall  be  made  bare  ;^  and  they  shall 
be  called  upon  to  worship,  but  they  shall  not  be  able.*  Their  looks 
shall  be  cast  down  :  ignominy  shall  attend  them  :  for  that  they  were 
invited  to  the  worship  of  God,  while  they  were  in  safety,  but  would  not 
hear.  Let  me  alone,  therefore,  with  him  who  accuseth  this  new  revela- 
tion of  imposture.  We  will  lead  them  gradually  to  destruction,  by  ways 
which  they  know  not '}  and  I  will  bear  with  them  for  a  long  time  ;  for 
my  stratagem  is  effectual.  Dost  thou  ask  them  any  reward  for  thy 
preaching f  But  they  are  laden  with  debts.  Are  the  secrets  of  futurity 
with  them ;  and  do  they  transcribe  the  same  fro7n  the  table  of  GodU 
decrees  f  Wherefore  patiently  wait  the  judgment  of  thy  Lord  :  and 
be  not  like  him  who  was  swallowed  by  the  fish  ;*  when  he  cried  utito 
God,  being  inwardly  vexed.  Had  not  grace  from  his  Lord  reached  him, 
he  had  surely  been  cast  forth  on  the  naked  shore,  covered  with  shame : 
but  his  Lord  chose  him,  and  made  him  one  of  the  righteous.  It  wanteth 
little  but  that  the  unbelievers  strike  thee  down  with  their  malicious 
looks,  when  they  hear  the  admonition  of  the  Koran;  and  they  say,  He 
is  certainly  distracted  ;  but  it  is  no  other  than  an  admonition  unto  all 
creatures. 


CHAPTER  LXIX. 
ENTITLED,  THE  INFALLIBLE  ;  REVEALED  AT  MECCA. 

m  THE  NAME  OF  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

THE  infallible  ?-  What  is  the  infallible  ?    And  what  shall  cause  thee 
to  understand  what  the  infallible  is?    The  tribes  ^Thamud  and 

0  Or,  as  some  interpret  the  word,  idols  ;  which  can  make  their  condition,  in  the  next  life, 
^qual  to  that  of  the  Moslems? 

P  This  expression  is  used  to  signify  a  grievous  and  terrible  calamity :  thus  they  say,  JVar  has 
made  bare  the  leg,  when  they  would  express  the  fury  and  rage  of  battle.7_ 

<1  Because  the  time  of  acceptance  shall  be  past.  Al  Beidawi  is  uncertain  whether  the  words 
respect  the  day  of  judgment,  or  the  article  of  death  :  but  Jallalo'ddin  supposes  them  to  relate 
to  the  former,  and  adds  that  the  infidels  shall  not  be  able  to  perform  the  act  of  adoration,  because 
their  backs  shall  become  stifif  and  inflexible. 

*"  i.e..  By  granting  them  loi-g  life  and  prosperity  in  this  world ;  which  will  deceive  them  to 
their  ruin. 

*  See  chapter  52,  p.  389. 

t  That  is,  be  not  impatient  and  pettish,  as  Jonas  was.     See  chapter  21,  p.  248. 

u  The  original  word  a!  Hakkat  is  one  of  the  names  or  epithets  of  the  day  of  judgment.  As 
the  root  from  which  it  is  derived  signifies  not  only  to  be  or  come  to  pass  ojf  necessity,  but  also 
to  verify ;  some  rather  think  that  day  to  be  so  called  because  it  will  verify  and  s/i07u  the  truth 
of  what  men  doubt  of  in  this  life,  vi/.,  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  their  being  brought  to 
account,  and  the  consequent  rewards  and  punishmems.S 

"  Idcn>,  Jallalo'ddin        8  Idem 
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Ad  denied  as  a  falsehood  the  day  which  shall  strike*  men^s  hearts  with 
terrot.  But  Thamud  were  destroyed  by  a  terrible  noise :  and  Ad 
were  destroyed  by  a  roaring  atid  furious  wind ;  which  God  caused  to 
assail  them  for  seven  nights  and  eight  days  successively:  thou  mightest 
have  seen  people,  during  the  same,  lying  prostrate,  as  though  they  had 
been  the  roots  of  hollow  palm-trees  -^  and  couldst  thou  have  seen  any 
of  them  remaining?  Pharaoh  also,  and  those  who  were  before  him, 
and  the  cities  which  were  overthrown/  were  guilty  of  sin ;  and  they 
severally  were  disobedient  to  the  apostle  of  their  Lord  ;  wherefore  he 
chastised  them  with  an  abundant  chastisement.  When  the  water  oj 
the  deluge  arose,  we  carried  you  in  the  ark  which  swam  thereon;  that 
we  might  make  the  same  a  memorial  unto  you,  and  the  retaining  ear 
might  retain  it.  And  when  one  blast  shall  sound  the  trumpet,  and  the 
earth  shall  be  moved  from  its  place,  and  the  mountains  also,  and  shall 
be  dashed  in  pieces  at  one  stroke:  on  that  day  the  inevitable  hour  of 
judgment  shall  suddenly  come ;  and  the  heavens  shall  cleave  in  sunder, 
and  shall  fall  in  pieces,  on  that  day:  and  tlie  angels  shall  be  on  the 
sides  thereof  ;'^  and  eight  shall  bear  the  throne  of  thy  Lord  above 
them,  on  that  day.^  On  that  day  ye  shall  be  presented  before  the 
judgment  seat  of  God j  and  none  of  your  secret  actions  shall  be  hidden. 
And  he  who  shall  have  his  book  delivered  into  his  right  hand,  shall 
say,  Take  ye,  read  this  my  book ;  verily  I  thought  that  I  should  be 
brought  to  this  my  account :  he  shall  lead  a  pleasing  life,  in  a  lofty 
garden,  the  fruits  whereof  shall  be  near  to  gather.  Eat  and  drink  with 
easy  digestion;  because  of  \S\^ good  works  which  ye  sent  before  you, 
in  the  days  which  are  past  But  he  who  shall  have  his  book  de- 
livered into  his  left  hand,  shall  say.  Oh  that  I  had  not  received  this  my 
book;  and  that  I  had  not  known  what  this  my  account  was!  Oh  that 
death  had  made  an  end  of  me!  My  riches  have  not  profited  me;  and 
my  power  is  passed  from  me.  And  God  shall  say  to  the  keepers  ofhelly 
Take  him,  and  bind  him,  and  cast  him  into  hell  to  be  burned ;  then 
put  him  into  a  chain  of  the  length  of  seventy  cubits :°  because  he  be- 
lieved not  in  the  great  GOD ;  and  was  not  solicitous  to  feed  the  poor : 
wherefore  this  day  he  shall  have  no  friend  here ;  nor  any  food,  but  the 
filthy  corruption  flowing  from  the  bodies  of  the  damned,  which  none 
shall  eat  but  the  sinners.  I  swear^  by  that  which  ye  see,  and  that 
which  ye  see  not,  that  this  is  the  discourse  of  an  honourable  apostle, 
and  not  the  discourse  of  a  poet :  how  little  do  ye  believe !  Neither  i: 
it  the  discourse  of  a  soothsayer  :  how  little  are  ye  admonished  !  //  /j 
a  revelation  from  the  Lord  of  all  creatures.  If  Mohajnmed  had  forged 
any  part  of  these  discourses  concerning  us,  verily  we  had  taken  him  by 
the  right  hand,  and  had  cut  in  sunder  the  vein  of  his  heart ;  neither 

»  Arab,  al  KAridt,  or  the  striking;  which  is  another  name  or  epithet  of  the  last  day. 

y  See  chapter  54,  p.  392. 

z  Vfz.,  Sodom  and  Gomorrah.     See  chapter  9,  p.  142,  note  P. 

a  These  words  seem  to  intimate  the  death  of  the  angels  at  the  demolition  of  their  habitation } 
beside  the  ruins  whereof  they  shall  lie  like  dead  bodies. 

i>  The  number  ot  those  who  bear  it  at  present  being  generally  supposed  to  be  but  foiir  ;  Ut 
whom  four  more  will  be  added  at  the  last  day,  for  the  grandeur  of  the  occasion.! 

'^  i.e..  Wrap  him  round  with  it,  so  that  he  may  not  be  able  to  stir. 

d  Or,  /  wi/{  not  swfar.     See  phapter  56,  p.  398,  note  ™. 

1  Idem. 
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would  we  have  withheld  any  of  you  from  chastising  him.  And  verily 
this  book  is  an  admonition  unto  the  pious ;  and  we  well  know  that  there 
are  some  of  you  who  charge  the  same  with  imposture :  but  it  shall  surely 
be  an  occasion  of  grievous  sighing  unto  the  infidels ;  for  it  is  the  truth 
of  a  certainty.  Wherefore  praise  the  name  of  thy  Lord,  the  great 
God. 


CHAPTER  LXX. 

ENTITLED,   THE  STEPS  ;   REVEALED  AT  MECCA. 

IN  THE  NAMB  OF  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

ONE  demanded  and  called  for  vengeance  to  fall  on  the  unbelievers ;' 
there  shall  be  none  to  avert  the  same  from  being  inflicted  by  GOD, 
the  possessor  of  the  steps  -^  by  which  the  angels  ascend  unto  him,  and 
the  spirit  Gabf'iel  also,  in  a  day  whose  space  is  fifty  thousand  years :« 
wherefore  bear  the  insults  of  the  Meccans  with  becoming  patience ; 
for  they  see  their  punishment  afar  off,  but  we  see  it  nigh  at  hand.  On 
a  certain  day  the  heaven  shall  become  like  molten  brass,  and  the 
mountains  like  wool  of  various  colours,  scattered  abroad  by  the  wind: 
and  a  friend  shall  not  ask  a  friend  coiicernijig  his  condition,  although 
they  see  one  another.  The  wicked  shall  wish  to  redeem  himself  from 
the  punishment  of  that  day,  \>y  giving  up  his  children,  and  his  wife, 
and  his  brother,  and  his  kindred  who  showed  kindness  unto  him,  and 
all  who  a7'e  in  the  earth ;  and  that  this  might  deliver  him :  by  no 
means :  for  hell  fire,  dragging  them  by  their  scalps,  shall  call  him  who 
shall  have  turned  his  back,  and  fled  f?-om  the  faith,  and  shall  have 
amassed  riches,  and  covetously  hoarded  them.  Verily  man  is  created 
extremely  impatient  :^  when  evil  toucheth  him,  he  is  full  of  complaint ; 

*  The  person  here  meant  is  generally  supposed  to  have  been  al  Nodar  Ebn  al  Hareth,  who  said, 
O  God,  if  what  Mohammed  preaches  be  the  truth  from  thee,  rain  down  npon  7is  a  shower  oj 
stones,  or  send  some  dreadftcl  judgment  to  punish  iis.^  Others,  however,  think  it  was  Abu 
Jahl,  who  challenged  Mohammed  to  cause  a  fragment  of  heaven  to  fall  on  them.2 

f  By  which  prayers  and  righteous  actions  ascend  to  heaven  ;  or  by  which  the  angels  ascend 
to  receive  the  divine  commands,  or  the  believers  will  ascend  to  paradise.  Some  understand 
thereby  the  different  orders  ot  angels ;  or  the  heavens,  which  rise  gradually  one  above  another. 

g  This  is  supposed  to  be  the  space  which  would  be  required  for  their  ascent  from  the  lowest 
part  of  creation  to  the  throne  of  God,  if  it  were  to  be  measured  ;  or  the  time  which  it  would 
take  a  man  up  to  perform  that  journey ;  and  this  is  not  contradictory  to  what  is  said  elsewhere-^ 
(if  it  be  to  be  interpreted  of  the  ascent  of  the  angels),  that  the  length  of  the  day  whereon  they 
ascend  is  one  thousand  years  ;  because  that  is  meant  only  of  their  ascent  from  earth  to  the 
lower  heaven,  including  also  the  time  of  their  descent. 

But  the  commentators  generally  taking  the  day  spoken  of  in  both  these  passages  to  be  the 
day  of  judgment,  have  recourse  to  several  expedients  to  reconcile  them,  some  of  which  we 
have  mentioned  in  another  place  :^  and  as  both  passages  seem  to  contradict  what  the  Moham- 
medan  doctors  teach,  that  God  will  judge  all  creatures  in  the  space  of  half  a  day.s  they  sup- 
pose those  large  number  ot  years  are  designed  to  express  the  time  of  the  previous  attendance 
of  those  who  are  to  be  judged  ;6  or  else  to  the  space  wherein  God  will  judge  the  unbelieving 
nations,  of  which,  they  say,  there  will  be  fifty,  the  trial  of  each  nation  taking  up  one  thousand 
years,  though  that  of  the  true  believers  will  be  over  in  the  short  space  above  mentioned. 7 

h  See  chapter  17,  p.  208. 

1  Al  Zamakh.,  al  Beidawi.        2  Al  Beidawi.  3  Cap.  32,  p.  310.  <  Prelim,  Disc.  Sect 

JV.  p.  65.       &  See  ibid.  p.  69.        «  See  ibid.  p.  67.        ^  Al  ^afnakj}. 
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but  when  good  befalleth  him,  he  beconteth  niggardly :  except  those  who 
are  devoutly  given,  and  who  persevere  in  their  prayers ;  and  those  of 
whose  substance  a  due  and  certain  portion  is  ready  to  be  given  unto 
him  who  asketh,  and  him  who  is  forbidden  by  shame  to  ask:  and  those 
who  sincerely  believe  the  day  of  judgment,  and  who  dread  the  punish- 
ment of  their  Lord  (for  /here  is  none  secure  from  the  punishment 
of  their  Lord)  :  and  who  abstain  from  the  carnal  knowledge  of  wotnen 
other  than  their  wives,  or  the  slaves  which  their  right  hands  possess 
(for  as  to  them  they  shall  be  blameless ;  but  whoever  coveteth  any 
women  besides  these,  they  are  transgressors) :  and  those  who  faithfully 
keep  what  they  are  entrusted  with,  and  their  covenant;  and  who  are  up- 
right in  their  testimonies,  and  who  carefully  observe  the  requisite  rites 
in  their  prayers :  these  shall  dwell  amidst  gardens,  highly  honoured. 
What  ailelh  the  unbelievers,  that  they  run  before  thee  in  companies, 
on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left?  Doth  every  man  of  them  wish  to 
enter  into  a  garden  of  delight?  By  no  means :  verily  we  have  created 
them  of  that  which  they  know.^  I  swear^  by  the  LORD  of  the  east  and 
of  the  west,^  that  we  are  able  to  destroy  thetn,  and  to  substitute  better 
than  them  in  their  roojnj  neither  are  we  to  be  prevented,  if  we  shall 
please  so  to  do.  Wherefore  suffer  them  to  wade  in  vain  disputes,  and 
to  amuse  themselves  with  sport :  until  they  meet  their  day  with  which 
they  have  been  threatened;  the  day  whereon  they  shall  come  forth 
hastily  from  M^/r  graves,  as  though  they  were  troops  hastening  to  their 
standard :  their  looks  shall  be  downcast ;  ignominy  shall  attend  them- 
This  is  the  day  with  which  they  have  been  threatened. 


CHAPTER    LXXL 

ENTITLED,  NOAH  ;     REVEALED  AT  MECCA. 

IN  THE  NAMB  OF   THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

VERILY  we  sent  Noah  unto  his  people,  sayings  Warn  tliy  people, 
before  a  grievous  punishment  overtake  them.  Noah  said,  O  my 
people,  verily  I  am  a  public  warner  unto  you  ;  wherefore,  serve  GOD 
and  fear  him,  and  obey  me :  he  will  forgive  you  paj't  of  your  sins,™  and 
will  grant  you  respite  until  a  determined  time :  for  God's  determined 
lime,  when  it  cometh,  shall  not  be  deferred  ;  if  ye  were  men  of  under- 

'  viz.,  Of  fiUhy  seed,  which  bears  no  relation  or  resemblance  to  holy  beings  ;  wherefore  it  is 
necessary  for  him  who  would  hope  to  be  an  inhabitant  of  paradise,  to  perfect  himself  in  failh 
and  spiritual  virtues,  to  fit  himself  for  that  place.l 

If  Or,  /  will  not  siuear,  &c.     See  chapter  56,  p.  398,  note  "•       .  . 

1  The  original  words  are  in  the  plural  number,  and  signify  the  different  points  of  the  horiaoa 
at  which  the  sun  rises  and  sets  in  the  course  of  the  year.     See  chapter  37,  p.  334,  note  *. 

"°  i  e..  Your  past  sins ;  which  are  done  away  by  the  profession  of  the  true  faith. 

1  Al  Beidawi. 
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standing  ye  7vould  know  this.  He  said,  Lord,  verily  I  have  called 
my  people  night  and  day ;  but  my  caUing  only  increaseth  their  aversion : 
and  whensoever  I  call  them  to  the  true  faith^  that  thou  mayest  forgive 
them,  they  put  their  fingers  in  their  ears,  and  cover  themselves  with 
their  garments,  and  persist  in  their  iiifidelity^  and  proudly  disdain  my 
counsel.  Moreover  I  invited  them  openly,  and  I  spake  to  them  again 
in  public  ;  and  I  also  secretly  admonished  them  in  private:  and  I  said, 
Beg  pardon  of  your  LORD  :  for  he  is  inclined  to  forgive  ;  and  he  will 
cause  the  heaven  to  pour  down  rain  plentifully  upon  you,  and  will  give 
you  increase  of  wealth  and  of  children  ;°  and  he  will  provide  you  gar- 
dens, and  furnish  you  with  rivers.  What  aileth  you,  that  ye  hope  not 
for  benevolence  in  GOD  ;°  since  he  hath  created  you  variously  ?^  Do 
ye  not  see  how  GoD  hath  created  the  seven  heavens,  one  above  another, 
and  hath  placed  the  moon  therein  for  a  light,  and  hath  appointed  the 
sun  for  a  taper?  GOD  hath  also  produced  and  caused  you  to  spring 
forth  from  the  earth  :  hereafter  he  will  cause  you  to  return  into  the 
same  ;  and  he  will  again  take  you  thence^  by  bringing  you  forth  from 
your  graves.  And  God  hath  spread  the  earth  as  a  carpet  for  you,  that 
ye  may  walk  therein  through  spacious  paths.  Noah  said.  Lord,  verily 
they  are  disobedient  unto  me,  and  they  follow  him  whose  riches  and 
children  do  no  other  than  increase  his  perdition.  And  they  devised  a 
dangerous  plot  against  Noah  :  and  the  chief  men  said  to  the  others^  Ye 
shall  by  no  means  leave  your  gods ;  neither  shall  ye  forsake  Wadd,  nor 
Sowa,  nor  Yaghuth,  and  Yauk,  and  Nesr.**  And  they  seduced  many 
(for  thou  shalt  only  increase  error  in  the  wicked) ;  because  of  their  sins 
they  were  drowned,  and  cast  into  the  fire  of  hell j  and  they  found  none 
to  protect  them  against  God.  And  Noah  said.  Lord,  leave  not  any 
families  of  the  unbelievers  on  the  earth  :  for  if  thou  leave  them,  they 
will  seduce  thy  servants,  and  will  beget  none  but  a  wicked  and  unbe- 
lieving o^spring.^  LORD,  forgive  me  and  my  parents,'  and  every  one 
who  shall  enter  my  house,*  being  a  true  believer,  and  the  true  believers 
of  both  sexes  ;  and  add  unto  the  unjust  doers  nothing  but  destruction. 

"  It  is  said  that  after  Noah  had  for  a  long  time  preached  to  them  in  vain,  GOD  shut  up  the 
heaven  for  forty  years,  and  rendered  their  women  barren. 2 

o  i.e.,  That  God  will  accept  and  amply  reward  those  who  serve  him?  For  some  suppose 
Noah's  people  made  him  this  answer,  1/  what  we  now  follow  be  the  truth,  we  ought  not  to 
forsake  it ;  but  if  it  be  false,  Iiow  will  God  accept^  or  be  favourable  unto  us,  who  Jiave 
rebelled  against  him  ?3 

P  That  is,  as  the  commentators  expound  it,  by  various  steps  or  changes,  from  the  original 
matter,  till  ye  became  perfect  men.* 

q  These  were  five  idols  worshipped  by  the  Antediluvians,  and  afterwards  by  the  ancient 
Arabs.     See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  I.  p.  15. 

^  They  say  Noah  preferred  not  this  prayer  for  the  destruction  of  his  people  till  after  he  had 
tried  them  for  nine  hundred  and  fifty  years,  and  found  them  incorrigible  reprobates. 

*  His  father  Lamech,  and  his  mother,  whose  name  was  Shamkha,  the  daughter  of  Enosh, 
being  true  believers. 

*  The  commentators  are  uncertain  whether  Noah's  dwelling-house  be  here  meant,  or  the 
temple  he  had  built  for  the  worship  of  God,  or  the  ark. 

*  Idem,        3  Idem,         *  See  cap.  22,  p.  250,  and  cap.  23,  p.  S57,  8fc< 
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CHAPTER    LXXII. 
ENTITLED,  THE  GENII;   REVEALED  AT  MECCA. 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  CSOD. 

SAY,  It  hath  been  revealed  unto  me  that  a  company  of  genii  atten- 
tively heard  me  reading  the  Kordn^  and  said,  Verily  we  have 
heard  an  admirable  discourse ;  which  directeth  unto  the  right  institu- 
tion :  wherefore  we  believe  therein,  and  we  will  by  no  means  associate 
any  other  with  our  LORD.  He  (may  the  majesty  of  our  Lord  be 
exalted ! )  hath  taken  no  wife,  nor  hath  he  begotten  any  issue.  Yet  the 
foolish  among  us^  hath  spoken  that  which  is  extremely  false  of  God 
but  we  verily  thought  that  neither  man  nor  genius  would  by  any  mean 
have  uttered  a  lie  concerning  GOD.  And  there  are  certain  men  who 
fly  for  refuge  unto  certain  of  the  genii  -y  but  they  increase  their  folly 
and  transgression:  and  they  also  thought,  as  ye  thought,^  that  God 
would  not  raise  any  one  to  life.  And  we  formerly  attempted  to  pry  into 
what  was  transacting  in  heaven  ;  but  we  found  the  same  filled  with  a 
strong  guard  of  angels ^  and  with  flaming  darts :  and  we  sat  on  some  of 
the  seats  thereof  to  hear  the  discourse  of  its  inhabitants;  but  whoever 
listeneth  now  findeth  a  flame  laid  in  ambush  for  him,  to  guard  the 
celestial  confines?-  Anti  we  know  not  whether  evil  be  hereby  intended 
against  those  who  are  in  the  earth,  or  whether  their  Lord  intendeth  to 
direct  them  aright.  There  are  some  among  us  who  are  upright ;  and 
there  are  some  among  us  who  are  otherwise :  we  are  of  different  ways. 
And  we  verily  thought  that  we  could  by  no  means  frustrate  God  in  the 
earth,  neither  could  we  escape  him  by  flight :  wherefore,  when  we  had 
heard  the  direction  contained  in  the  Koran,  we  believed  therein.  And 
whoever  believeth  in  his  Lord,  need  not  fear  any  diminution  of  his  re- 
ward^ nor  any  injustice.  There  are  some  Moslems  among  us ;  and 
there  are  others  of  us  who  swerve  from  righteousness.^  And  whoso 
embraceth  Islam,  they  earnestly  seek  true  direction ;  but  those  who 
swerve  from  righteousness  shall  be  fuel  for  hell.  If  they  tread  in  the 
way  of  truth,  we  will  surely  water  them  with  abundant  rain:®  that  we 
may  prove  them  thereby  ;  but  whoso  turneth  aside  from  the  admoni- 
tion of  his  Lord,  him  will  he  send  into  a  severe  torment.  Verily  the 
places  of  worship  are  set  apart  unto  God  :  wherefore  invoke  not  any 
other  therein  together  with  God.    When  the  servant  of  God**  stood  up 

«  See  chapter  46,  p.  374,  note  «. 

» viz.,  Eblis,  or  the  rebellious  genii.  _  .  ..  ,    . 

y  For  the  Arabs,  when  they  found  themselves  in  a  desert  in  the  evening  (the  genu  being 
supposed  to  haunt  such  places  about  that  time),  used  to  say,  I  Jly  for  refuge  unto  the  Lord  0) 
this  valley,  that  he  viav  deferid  me  from  the  foolish  among  his  peopled 

«  It  is  uncertain  which  of  these  pronouns  is  to  be  referred  to  mankind,  and  which  to  the 
genii,  some  expositors  taking  that  of  the  third  person  to  relate  to  the  former,  and  that  of  the 
second  person  to  the  latter ;  and  others  being  of  the  contrary  opinion. 

»  See  chapter  15,  p.  192. 

b  See  the  Prelim,  Disc,  Sect.  IV. 

'^  i.e.,  We  will  grant  them  plenty  of  all  good  things.  Some  think  by  these  words  rain  is  pro- 
mised to  the  Meccans,  after  their  seven  years'  drought,  on  their  embracing  Islam. 

<*  viz.,  Mohammed, 

1  Al  Beidawi. 
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to  invoke  him,  it  wanted  little  but  that  the  genii  had  pressed  on  him  in 
crowds,  to  hear  him  rehearse  the  Koran.  Say,  Verily  I  call  upon  my 
Lord  only,  and  I  associate  no  other  god  with  him.  Say,  Verily  I  am 
not  able,  of  myself,  to  procure  you  either  hurt  or  a  right  institution. 
Say,  Verily  none  can  protect  me  against  GOD ;  neither  shall  I  find  any 
refuge  besides  him.  /  can  do  no  more  than  publish  what  hath  bee7i 
revealed  unto  7ne  from  GOD,  and  his  messages.  And  whosoever  shall 
be  disobedient  unto  God  and  his  apostle,  for  him.  is  the  fire  of  hell 
prepared;  they  shall  remain  therein  for  ever.  Until  they  see  the  ven- 
geance with  which  they  are  threatened,  they  will  not  cease  their  opposi- 
tion :  but  then  shall  they  know  who  were  the  weaker  in  a  protector, 
and  the  fewer  in  number.  Say,  I  know  not  whether  the  pu7iishmeni 
with  which  ye  are  threatened  be  nigh,  or  whether  my  Lord  will  appoint 
for  it  a  distant  term.  He  knoweth  the  secrets  of  futurity ;  and  he  doth 
not  communicate  his  secrets  unto  any,  except  an  apostle  in  whom  he  is 
well  pleased :  and  he  causeth  a  guard  of  angels  to  march  before  him 
and  behind  him,  that  he  may  know  that  they  have  executed  the  com- 
missions of  their  Lord  :^  he  comprehendeth  whatever  is  with  them,  and 
counteth  all  things  by  number. 


CHAPTER   LXXin. 

ENTITLED,  THE  WRAPPED  UP  ;    REVEALED  AT  MECCA.' 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

OTHOU  wrapped  up,B  arise  to  prayer ,  and  continue  therein  during 
the  night,  except  a  small  part  ;^  that  is  to  say,  during  one-half 
thereof:  or  do  thou  lessen  the  same  a  httle,  or  add  thereto.*     And 

•  That  is  to  say,  either  that  the  prophet  may  know  that  Gabriel  and  the  other  angels,  who 
bring  down  the  revelation,  have  communicated  it  to  him  pure  and  free  from  any  diabolical 
suggestions  ;  or  that  God  may  know  that  the  prophet  has  published  the  same  to  mankind. l 

f  Some  will  have  the  last  verse,  beginning  at  these  words.  Verily  //iyLoRD  knoweth,  &c.,  to 
have  been  revealed  at  Medina. 

g  When  this  revelation  was  brought  to  Mohammed,  he  was  wrapped  up  in  his  garments,  being 
affrighted  at  the  appearance  of  Gabriel ;  or,  as  some  say,  he  lay  sleeping  unconcernedly,  01 , 
according  to  others,  praying,  vvrapped  up  in  one  part  of  a  large  mantle  or  rug,  with  the  other 
part  of  which  Ayesha  had  covered  herself  to  sleep.2 

This  epithet  of  wrapped  up,  and  another  of  the  same  import  given  to  Mohammed  in  the  next 
chapter,  have  been  imagined,  by  several  learned  men,3  pretty  plainly  to  intimate  his  being  sub- 
ject to  the  falling  sickness  :  a  malady  generally  attributed  to  him  by  the  Christians,^  but  men- 
tioned by  no  Mohammedan  writer.  Though  such  an  inference  may  be  made,  yet  I  think  it 
scarce  probable,  much  less  necessary.5 

1»  For  a  half  is  such,  with  respect  to  the  whole.  Or,  as  the  sentence  may  be  rendered,  Pray 
half  the  night,  within  a  small  matter,  &c.  Some  expound  these  words  as  an  exception  to 
nights  in  general ;  according  to  whom  the  sense  will  be,  Spend  one-half  0/  every  night  in 
prayer,  except  some  few  nights  in  the  year,  &c.6 

>  i.e.,  Set  apart  either  less  than  half  the  night,  as  one-third,  for  example,  or  more,  as  two- 

1  Idem.  2  Al  Zamakh.,  al  Beidawi.         3  Hotting.  Hist.  Orient.  I.  1,  c.  2.     Marracc.  in 

Ale.  p.  763.  Vide  Gagnier,  not.  ad  Abulf.  Vit.  Moh.  p.  9.        ^  See  Prideaux,  Life  of  Mahomet, 
p.  16,  and  the  authors  there  cited.  5  See  Ockley's  Hist,  of  the  Saracens,  vol.  i.  p.  300,  &c 

»  A.1  Beidawi. 
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repeat  the  Koran  with  a  distinct  and  sonorous  voice  :  for  we  will  lay 
on  thee  a  weighty  word.^  Verily  the  rising  by  night^  is  more  efficacious 
for  steadfast  continuance  in  devotion^  and  more  conducive  to  decent 
pronunciation:™  for  in  the  daytime  thou  hast  long  employment.  And 
commemorate  the  name  of  thy  LORD  :  and  separate  thyself  unto  him, 
renouncing  worldly  vanities.  He  is  the  Lord  of  the  east  and  of  the 
west ;  there  is  no  GOD  but  he.  "Wherefore  take  him  for  thy  patron  : 
and  patiently  suffer  the  contumelies  which  the  infidels  utter  against 
thee;  and  depart  from  them  with  a  decent  departure.  And  let  me 
alone  with  those  who  charge  the  Koran  with  falsehood,  who  enjoy  the 
blessings  of  this  life  ;  and  bear  with  them  for  awhile  :  verily  with  us 
are  heavy  fetters,  and  a  burning  fire,  and  food  ready  to  choke  hitn  who 
swalloweth  it^  and  painful  torment.  On  a  certain  day  the  earth  shall 
be  shaken,  and  the  mountains  also,  and  the  mountains  shall  become  a 
heap  of  sand  poured  forth.  Verily  we  have  sent  unto  you  an  apostle, 
to  bear  witness  against  you  ;  as  we  sent  an  apostle  unto  Pharaoh  :  but 
Pharaoh  was  disobedient  unto  the  apostle  ;  wherefore  we  chastised 
him  with  a  heavy  chastisement.  How,  therefore,  will  ye  escape,  if  ye 
believe  not,  the  day  which  shall  make  children  become  grey-headed 
through  terror  f  The  heaven  shall  be  rent  in  sunder  thereby  :  the 
promise  thereof  shall  surely  be  performed.  Verily  this  is  an  admoni- 
tion ;  and  whoever  is  willing  to  be  admonished,  will  take  the  way  unto 
his  Lord.  Thy  Lord  knoweth  that  thou  continuest  in  prayer  and 
meditation  someti?nes  near  two-third  parts  of  the  night,  and  sometimes 
one-half  thereof,  and  at  other  times  one-third  part  thereof :  and  a  part 
ot  thy  compaftio7is,  who  are  with  thee,  do  the  same.  But  GoD 
measureth  the  night  and  the  day  ;  he  knoweth  that  ye  cannot  exactly 
compute  the  same  :  wherefore  he  turneth  favourably  unto  you.**  Read, 
therefore,  so  much  of  the  Koran  as  may  be  easy  tento  you.  He  knoweth 
that  there  will  be  some  infirm  among  you  ;  and  others  travel  through 
the  earth,  that  they  may  obtain  a  competency  of  the  bounty  of  GOD  ; 

thirds.  Or  the  meaning  mny  be,  either  take  a  small  matter  from  a  lesser  part  of  the  night  than 
one-half,  e.g.,  from  one-third,  and  so  reduce  it  to  a  fourth;  or  add  to  such  leaser  part,  and 
make  it  a  full  half.l 

^  viz.,  The  precepts  contained  in  the  Koran  ;  which  are  heavy  and  difEcuIt  to  tho?e  who  are 
obliged  to  observe  them,  and  especially  to  the  prophet,  whose  care  it  was  to  see  that  his  people 
observed  them  also. 2 

1  Or,  the  person  who  rlseth  by  night ;  or,  the  hours,  or  particularly  the  first  hours  of  the 
nig:ht,  &c. 

™  For  the  nighttime  is  most  proper  fof  meditation  and  prayer,  and  also  for  reading  God's 
word  distinctly  and  with  attention,  by  reason  of  the  absence  of  every  noise  and  object  v/hich 
may  distract  the  mind. 

Marracci,  having  mentioned  this  natural  explication  of  the  Mohammedan  commentators,  be- 
cause he  finds  one  word  in  the  verse  which  may  be  taken  in  a  sense  tending  that  way,  says  the 
whole  may  with  greater  exactness  be  expounded  of  the  fitness  of  the  night  season  for  amoroUs 
diversions  and  discourse ;  and  he  paraphrases  it  in  Latin  thus:  Certe in principio  noctis  maj.':s 
robur  et  vitn  habet  homo,  ad  foeininas  premendas  et  subagitaiidas,  et  ad  clartorilms  verbis 
atnores  siios  propalatidos.'^    A  most  effectual  way,  this,  to  turn  a  book  into  ridicule  ! 

"  As  thorns  and  thistles,  the  fioiit  of  the  infernal  tree  al  Zakkum,  and  the  corruption  flowing 
from  the  bodies  of  the  damned. 

0  By  making  the  matter  easy  to  you,  and  dispensing  with  your  scrupulous  counting  of  the 
hours  of  the  niglit  wliich  ye  are  directed  to  spend  in  reading  and  praying:  for  some  of  the 
Moslems,  not  knowing  how  the  time  passed,  used  to  watch  the  whole  night,  standing  and 
walking  about  ti!!  their  legs  and  feet  swcUed  in  a  sad  manner.  The  commentators  add  that 
»his  precept  of  dedicating  a  part  of  the  night  to  devotion,  is  abrogated  by  the  institution  of  the 
five  hours  of  prayer.* 

1  Idem.        *  Idem,  Jallalo"  idin.         8  Marracc.  in  Ale.  p.  759.        <  A)  Beidawi 
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and  others  fight  in  the  defence  of  God's  faith.  Read,  therefore,  so 
much  of  the  same  as  may  be  easy.  And  observe  the  stated  times  of 
prayer,  and  pay  the  legal  alms  ;  and  lend  unto  God  an  acceptable 
loan ;  for  whatever  good  ye  send  before  for  your  souls,  ye  shall  find 
the  same  with  God.  This  will  be  better,  and  will  merit  a  greatei 
reward.^  And  ask  God  forgiveness  ;  for  GOD  is  ready  to  forgive,  and 
merciful 


CHAPTER   LXXIV. 

ENTITLED,  THE  COVERED  ;  REVEALED  AT  MECCA; 

IN   THE    NAME  OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL  GOD. 

OTHOU  coveredj'i  arise  and  preach,'  and  magnify  thy  Lord,  And 
cleanse  thy  garments  :  and  fly  every  abomination  :*  and  be  not 
liberal,  in  hopes  to  receive  more  in  return  :  and  patiently  wait  for  thy 
Lord.  When  the  trumpet  shall  sound,  verily  that  day  shall  be  a  day 
of  distress  and  uneasiness  unto  the  unbelievers.  Let  me  alone  with 
him  whom  I  have  created,*  on  whom  I  have  bestowed  abundant  riches, 
and  children  dwelling  in  his  presence,"  and  for  whom  I  have  disposed 
affairs  in  a  smooth  and  easy  manner,^  and  who  desireth  that  I  will  yet 
add  other  blessings  unto  him.  By  no  means  :  because  he  is  an  adver- 
sary to  our  signs.y     I  will  afftict  him  with  grievous  calamities  '?  for  he 

P  i.e..  The  good  which  ye  shall  do  In  your  lifetime  will  be  much  more  meritorious  in  the  sight 
of  God,  than  what  ye  shall  defer  till  death,  and  order  by  will.l 

q  It  is  related,  from  Mohammed's  own  mouth,  that  being  on  Mount  Hara,  and  hearing  him- 
self called,  he  looked  on  each  hand,  and  saw  nobody  ;  but  looking  upwards,  he  saw  the  angel 
Gabriel  on  a  throne,  between  heaven  and  earth ;  at  which  sight  being  much  terrified,  he  returned 
to  his  wife  Khadijah,  and  bade  her  cover  him  up  ;  and  that  then  the  angel  descended,  and  ad- 
dressed him  in  the  words  of  the  text.  From  hence  some  think  this  chapter  to  have  been  the 
first  which  was  revealed  :  but  the  more  received  opinion  is,  that  it  was  the  96th.  Others  say 
that  the  prophet,  having  been  reviled  by  certain  of  the  Koreish,  was  sitting  in  a  melancholy 
and  pensive  posture,  wrapped  up  in  his  mantle,  when  Gabriel  accosted  him  :  and  some  say  he 
was  sleeping.     See  the  second  note  to  the  preceding  chapter. 

""  It  is  generally  supposed  that  Mohammed  is  here  commanded  more  especially  to  warn  his 
near  relations,  the  Koreish  ;  as  he  is  expressly  ordered  to  do  in  a  subsequent  revelation.2 

'  By  the  word  abomination  the  commentators  generally  agree  idolatry  to  be  principally 
intended. 

*  The  person  here  meant  is  generally  supposed  to  have  been  al  Walid  Ebn  al  Mogheira,3  a 
principal  man  among  the  Koreish. 

"  Being  well  provided  for,  and  not  obliged  to  go  abroad  to  seek  their  livings,  as  most  others 
of  the  Meccans  were.^ 

s  By  facilitating  his  advancement  to  power  and  dignity  ;  which  were  so  considerable  that  he 
was  surnamed  Rihana  Koreish,  or  The  sweet  odour  0/  the  Koreish,  and  al  Wahid,  i.e..  The 
only  one,  or  The  incomparable.^ 

y  On  the  revelation  of  this  passage  it  is  said  that  Walid's  prosperity  began  to  decay,  and 
continued  daily  so  to  do  to  the  time  of  his  death. 6 

2  Or,  as  the  words  may  be  strictly  rendered,  /  will  drive  him.  up  the  crag  of  a  moiintaxn\ 
which  some  understand  of  a  mountain  of  fire,  agreeably  to  a  tradition  of  their  prophet,  import- 
ing that  al  Walid  will  be  condemned  to  ascend  this  mountain,  and  then  to  be  cast  down  from 
thence,  alternately  for  ever  ;  and  that  he  will  be  seventy  years  in  climbing  up,  and  as  many  in 
falling  down.7 

1  Idem.  2  See  cap.  26,  p.  281,  and  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  II.  p.  n.  3  Al  Za;nakn>, 

&1  Bsidavvi,  Jallal.        *  Al  Beidawi.        6  Idem.        «>  Idem.        '  Idem. 
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httth  devised  and  prepared  contumelious  expressiotis  to  ridicule  the 
Koran.  May  he  be  cursed  :  how  fnaliciously  hath  he  prepared  the 
same  !  And  again,  may  he  be  cursed  :  how  maliciously  hath  he  pre- 
pared the  same  I  Then  he  looked,  and  frowned,  and  put  on  an  austere 
countenance  :  then  he  turned  back,  and  was  elated  with  pride  ;  and  he 
said,  This  is  no  other  than  a  piece  of  magic,  borrowed  from  others  : 
these  are  only  the  words  of  a  man.  I  will  cast  him  to  be  burned  in 
hell.  And  what  shall  make  thee  to  understand  what  hell  is?  It  leaveth 
not  anything  tmconsumed,  neither  doth  it  suffer  anything  to  escape :  it 
scorcheth  men's  flesh  :  over  the  same  are  nineteen  angels  appointed. 
We  have  appointed  none  but  angels  to  preside  over  hell  fire  :*  and  we 
have  expressed  the  number  of  them  only  for  an  occasion  of  discord  to 
the  unbelievers  -^  that  they  to  whom  the  scriptures  have  been  given, 
may  be  certain  of  the  veracity  of  this  book^  and  the  true  believers  may 
increase  in  faith  ;  and  that  those  to  whom  the  scriptures  have  been 
given,  and  the  true  believers,  may  not  doubt  hereafter;  and  that  those 
in  whose  hearts  there  is  an  infirmity,  and  the  unbelievers,  may  say, 
What  mystery  doth  GOD  intend  by  this  number?  Thus  doth  God 
cause  to  err  whom  he  pleaseth  ;  and  he  directeth  whom  he  pleaseth. 
None  knoweth  the  armies  of  thy  Lord,*^  besides  him  :  and  this®  is  no 
other  than  a  memento  unto  mankind.  Assuredly.  By  the  moon,  and 
the  night  when  it  retreateth,  and  the  morning  when  it  reddeneth,  1 
swear  that  this  is  one  of  the  most  terrible  calajnities,  giving  warning 
unto  men,  as  well  unto  him  among  you  who  desireth  to  go  forward,  as 
unto  him  who  chooseth  to  remain  behind.  Every  soul  is  given  in 
pledge  for  that  which  it  shall  have  wrought :'  except  the  companions 
of  the  right  hand  f  who  shall  dwell  in  gardens,  and  shall  ask  one 
another  questions  concerning  the  wicked,  and  shall  also  ask  the  wicked 
themselves,  saying,  What  hath  brought  you  into  hell.''  They  shall 
answer,  We  were  not  of  those  who  were  constant  at  prayer,  neither  did 
we  feed  the  poor ;  and  we  waded  in  vain  disputes,  with  the  fallacious 
reasoners  ;  and  we  denied  the  day  of  judgment,  until  death*^  overtook 
us  :  and  the  intercession  of  the  interceders  shall  not  avail  them.  What 
aileth  them,  therefore,  that  they  turn  aside  from  the  admonition  of  the 
Koran,  as  though  they  were  timorous  asses  flying  from  a  lion  ?  But 
every  man  among  them  desireth  that  he  may  have  expanded  scrolls 
delivered  to  him  from  God}  By  no  means.  They  fear  not  the  life  to 
come.     By  no  means  :  verily  this  is  a  sufficient  warning.     "'A'hoso  is 

»  The  reason  of  which  is  said  to  be,  that  they  might  be  of  a  different  nature  and  species  from 
those  who  are  to  be  tormented,  lest  they  should  have  a  fellow-feeling  of,  and  compassionate 
their  sufferings  ;  or  else,  because  of  their  great  strength  and  severity  of  temper.l 

^  Or,  for  a  trial  of  them :  because  they  might  say  this  was  a  particular  borrowed  by 
Mohammed  of  the  Jews. 

*  And  especially  the  Jews  ;  this  being  conformable  to  what  i?.  contained  in  their  books.' 
'^  i.e.,  All  his  creatures  ;  or  particularly  the  number  and  strength  of  the  guards  of  hell. 

*  The  antecedent  seems  to  be  ke/l. 
f  See  chapter  52,  p.  388. 

K  i.e.,  The  blessed  ;3  who  shall  redeem  themselves  by  their  good  works.  Some  say  these  aie 
the  angels,  and  others,  such  as  die  infants.4 

1»  Literally,  T/iat  which  is  certain. 

"  For  the  infidels  told  Mohammed  that  they  would  never  obey  him  as  a  prophet  till  he 
brought  each  man  a  writing  from  heaven,  to  this  effect,  viz..  From  God  to  such  a  one :  Foliovt 
Mohammed.'^ 

1  Idtm  2  lallal.        3  See  cap.  56,  p.  396,  note  ♦.         <  Al  Beid^-':,        «  Idem, 
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willing  to  be  warned,  him  shall  it  warn  :  but  they  shall  not  be  warned, 
unless  God  shall  please.  He  is  worthy  to  be  feared  ;  and  he  is  inclined 
to  forgiveness. 


CHAPTER  LXXV. 

ENTITLED,   THE   RESURRECTION;   REVEALED   AT  MECCA. 

IN   THE   NAME   OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL  GOD. 

\  7  E  R I L Y  I  swear'^  by  the  day  of  resurrection  ;  and  I  swear  by  the 
^  soul  which  accuseth  itself:^  doth  man  think  that  we  will  not 
gather  his  bones  together  ?  Yea  :  ive  are  able  to  put  together  the 
smallest  bones  of  his  jtingers.  But  man  chooseth  to  be  wicked,  y^r  the 
time  which  is  before  him.  He  asketh,  When  will  the  day  of  resurrec- 
tion be  ?  But  when  the  sight  shall  be  dazzled,  and  the  moon  shall  be 
eclipsed,  and  the  sun  and  the  moon  shall  be  in  conjunction  ;™  on  that 
day  man  shall  say,  Where  is  a  place  of  refuge  ?  By  no  means  :  there 
shall  be  no  place  to  fly  unto.  With  thy  LORD  shall  be  the  sure  mansion 
of  rest  on  that  day  :  on  that  day  shall  a  man  be  told  that  which  he  hath 
done  first  and  last."^  Yea,  a  man  shall  be  an  evidence  against  himself : 
and  though  he  offer  his  excuses,  they  shall  not  be  received.  Move  not 
thy  tongue,  O  Mohammed,  in  repeating  the  revelations  brought  thee  by 
Gabriel,  before  he  shall  have  finished  the  sa?ne,  that  thou  mayest  quickly 
commit  them  to  memory :  for  the  collecting  the  Kordn  in  thy  mind, 
and  the  teaching  thee  the  true  reading  thereof,  are  incumbent  on  us. 
But  when  we  shall  have  read  the  same  unto  thee  by  the  tongue  of  the 
angel,  do  thou  follow  the  reading  thereof :  and  afterwards  it  shall  be 
our  part  to  explain  it  unto  thee.  By  no  means  shalt  thou  be  thus  hasty 
for  the  future.  But  ye  love  that  which  hasteneth  away,°  and  laeglect 
the  life  to  come.  Some  countenances,  on  that  day,  shall  be  bright, 
looking  towards  their  LORD ;  and  sojne  countenances,  on  that  day,  shall 
be  dismal :  they  shall  think  that  a  crushing  calamity  shall  be  brought 
upon  them.  Assuredly.  When  a  man^s  soul  shall  come  up  to  his 
throat,  i?t  his  last  agony;  and  the  standers-by  shall  say,  Who  bringeth 
a  charm  to  recover  him  f  and  shall  think  it  to  be  his  departur,e  out  of 

k  Or,  /  •mil  not  swear.     See  chapter  56,  p.  398,  note  ". 

I  Being  conscious  of  having  offended,  and  of  faiHng  of  perfection,  notwithstanding  its  endea- 
vours to  do  its  duty ;  or,  the  pious  soiil  which  shall  blame  others,  at  the  last  day,  for  having 
been  remiss  in  I  heir  devotions,  &c.  Some  understand  the  words  of  the  soul  of  Adam,  in  par- 
ticular ;  who  is  continually  blaming  himself  for  having  lost  paradise  by  his  disobedience. 6 

'"  Rising  both  in  the  west  0-  which  conjunction  is  no  contradiction  to  what  is  mentioned  just 
before,  of  the  moon's  being  eclipsed ;  because  those  words  are  not  to  be  understood  of  a  regular 
ftclipse,  but  metaphorically,  of  the  moon's  losing  her  light  at  the  last  day  in  a  preternatural 
maiinei.  Some  think  the  meaning  rather  to  be,  that  the  sun  and  the  moon  shall  be  joined  in 
I  he  loss  of  their  light.  2 

"  Or,  the  good  which  ne  nath  done,  and  that  which  he  hath  left  undone,  &c. 

°  i.e  ,  The  "fleeting  pleasures  of  this  life.  The  words  intimate  the  natural  hastiness  and 
impatience  of  man,3  who  takes  up  with  a  present  enjoyment,  though  short  and  bitfir  in  is 
consequences,  rather  than  wait  for  real  happiness  in  futurity. 

'  Idem.        1  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  p.  62.        '  Al  Beidawi.        >  See  rap.  17,  p.  208. 
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this  world  J  and  one  leg  shall  be  joined  with  the  other  leg  •?  on  that  day 
unto  thy  Lord  shall  he  be  driven.  For  he  believed  not,^  neither  did 
he  pray  ;  but  he  accused  God's  apostle  of  imposture,  and  turned  back 
from  obeying  him :  then  he  departed  unto  his  family,  walking  with  a 
haughty  mien.  Wherefore,  woe  be  unto  thee  ;  woe  !  And  again,  Woe  be 
unto  thee  ;  woe  !  Doth  man  think  that  he  shall  be  left  at  full  liberty, 
without  control?  Was  he  not  a  drop  of  seed,  which  was  emitted? 
Afterwards  he  became  a  little  coagulated  blood  ;  and  God  formed  him, 
and  fashioned  him  with  just  proportion  :  and  made  of  him  two  sexes, 
the  male  and  the  female.  Is  not  he  who  hath  done  this  able  to  quicken 
the  dead  ? 


CHAPTER  LXXVI. 
ENTITLED,  MAN;  REVEALED  AT  MECCA.' 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

"T^ID  there  not  pass  over  man  a  long  ?pace  of  time ;  during  which 
•*-^  he  was  a  thing  not  worthy  of  remembrance?'  Verily  we  have 
created  man  of  the  mingled  seed  of  both  sexes,  that  we  might  prove 
him  :  and  we  have  made  him  to  hear  and  to  see.*  We  have  surely 
directed  him  \n  the  way  ;  whether  he  be  grateful  or  ungrateful.  Verily 
we  have  prepared  for  the  unbelievers  chains,  and  collars,  and  burning 
fire.  But  the  just  shall  drink  of  a  cup  of  wine ^  mixed  with  the  water  of 
Cafur,^  a  fountain  whereof  the  servants  of  GOD  shall  drink  ;  they  shall 
convey  the  same  by  channels  whithersoever  they  please.  These  fulfil 
their  vow,  and  dread  the  day,  the  evil  whereof  will  disperse  itself  far 
abroad ;  and  give  food  unto  the  poor,  and  the  orphan,  and  the  bondman, 
for  his  sake,  saying,  We  feed  you  for  GOD's  sake  only  :  we  desire  no 
recompence  from  you,  nor  any  thanks  :  verily  we  dread,  from  our  Lord, 
a  dismal  and  calamitous  day.'^     Wherefore  GOD  shall  deliver  them 

P  i.e..  And  when  he  shall  stretch  forth  his  legs  together,  as  is  usual  with  dying  persons. 
The  words  may  also  be  translated,  And  wJien  one  affliction  shall  be  joined  with  another 
affliction. 

q  Or,  He  did  not  give  alms  ;  or.  He  7vas  not  a  man  of  veracity.  Some  suppose  Abu  Jahl, 
and  others  one  Adi  Ebn  Rabia,  to  be  particularly  inveighed  against  in  this  chapter. 

""  It  is  somewhat  doubtful  whether  this  chapter  was  revealed  at  Mecca  or  Medina. 

*  Some  take  these  words  to  be  spoken  of  Adam,  whose  body,  according  to  the  Mohammedan 
tradition,  was  at  first  a  figure  of  clay,  and  was  left  forty  years  to  dry  before  God  breathed  life 
into  it  ;l  others  understand  them  of  man  in  general,  and  of  the  time  he  lies  in  the  womb. 

'  That  he  might  be  capable  of  receiving  the  rules  and  directions  given  by  God  for  his 
guidance  ;2  and  of  meriting  reward  or  punishment  for  his  observance  or  neglect  of  them. 

"  Is  the  name  of  a  fountain  in  paradise,  so  called  from  its  resembling  camphire  (which  the 
word  signifies)  in  odour  and  whiteness.  Some  take  the  word  for  an  appellative,  and  think  the 
wine  of  paradise  will  be  mixed  with  camphire,  because  of  its  agreeable  coolness  and  smell. 3 

*  It  is  related  that  Hasan  and  Hosein,  Mohammed's  grandchildren,  on  a  certain  time  being 
both  sick,  the  prophet,  among  others,  visited  them,  and  they  wished  Ali  to  make  some  vow  to 
God  for  the  recovery  of  his  sons:  whereupon  Ali,  and  Fatema,  and  Fidda,  their  maid-ser\'ant, 
vowed  a  fast  of  three  days  in  case  they  did  well ;  as  it  happened  they  did.  This  vow  was 
performed  with  so  great  strictness,  that  the  first  day,  having  no  provisions  in  the  house,  All  was 

1  £5ee  the  notes  to  cap.  2,  p.  4.        "  Al  Beidawi        '  Idem, 
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from  the  evil  of  that  day,  and  shall  cast  on  them  brightness  of  counte- 
Hance,  and  joy ;  and  shall  reward  them,  for  their  patient  persevering, 
with  a  garden,  and  silk  garments  :  therein  shall  they  repose  themselves 
on  couches ;  they  shall  see  therein  neither  sun  nor  moon  -?  and  the 
shades  thereof  shall  be  near  spreading  above  them,  and  the  fruits  thereof 
shall  hang  low,  so  as  to  be  easily  gathered.  And  their  attendants  shall 
go  round  about  unto  them,  with  vessels  of  silver,  and  goblets  :  the 
bottles  shall  be  bottles  of  silver  shining  like  glass ;  they  shall  determine 
the  measure  thereof  by  their  wish.  And  therein  shall  they  be  given  to 
drink  of  a  cup  ofwine^  mixed  with  the  water  of  Zenjebil,^  a  fountain  in 
paradise  named  Salsabil  :*  and  youths,  which  shall  coxiiviWiQ^  for  ever  in 
their  bloom^  shall  go  round  to  attend  them  ;  when  thou  seest  them,  thou 
shalt  think  them  to  be  scattered  pearls  :  and  when  thou  lookest,  there 
shalt  thou  behold  delights,  and  a  great  kingdom.  Upon  them  shall  be 
garments  of  fine  green  silk,  and  of  brocades,  and  they  shall  be  adorned 
with  bracelets  of  silver  :  and  their  Lord  shall  give  them  to  drink  of  a 
most  pure  liquor  ;  and  shall  say  unto  them,  Verily  this  is  your  reward  : 
and  your  endeavour  is  gratefully  accepted.  Verily  we  have  sent  down 
unto  thee  the  Koran,  by  a  gradual  revelation.  Wherefore  patiently 
wait  the  judgment  of  the  Lord  ;  and  obey  not  any  wicked  person  or 
unbeliever  among  them.  And  commemorate  the  name  of  thy  Lord,  in 
the  morning  and  in  the  evening  :  and  during  some  part  of  the  night 
worship  him,  and  praise  him  a  long  part  of  the  night.  Verily  these 
men  love  the  transitory  life^  and  leave  behind  them  the  heavy  day  of 
judgment.  We  have  created  them,  and  have  strengthened  their  joints  ; 
and  when  we  please,  we  will  substitute  others  like  unto  them,  in  their 
stead.  Verily  this  is  an  admonition  :  and  whoso  willeth,  taketh  the 
way  unto  his  LORD :  but  ye  shall  not  v/ill,  unless  GoD  willeth ;  for  GOD 
is  knowing  a7td\v\se.  He  leadeth  whom  he  pleaseth  into  his  mercy  ; 
but  for  the  unjust  hath  he  prepared  a  grievous  punishment. 

obliged  to  borrow  three  measures  of  barley  of  one  Simeon,  a  Jew,  of  Khaibar,  one  measure  of 
which  Fatema  ground  the  same  day,  and  baked  five  cakes  of  the  meal,  and  they  were  set 
before  them  to  break  their  fast  with  after  sunset :  but  a  poor  man  coming  to  them,  they  gave 
all  their  bread  to  him,  and  passed  the  night  without  tasting  anj-thing  except  water.  The  next 
day  Fatema  made  another  measure  into  bread,  for  the  same  purpose  ;  but  an  orphan  begging 
some  food,  they  chose  to  let  him  have  it,  and  passed  that  night  as  the  first ;  and  the  third 
day  they  likewise  gave  their  whole  provision  to  a  famisJied  captive.  Upon  this  occasion 
Gabriel  descended  with  the  chapter  before  us,  and  told  Mohammed  that  God  congratulated 
him  on  the  virtues  of  his  family.l 

y  Because  they  shall  not  need  the  light  of  either.2  The  word  Zamharir,  here  translated 
tHoon,  properly  signifies  extreme  cold :  for  which  reason  some  understand  the  meaning  of  the 
passage  to  be,  that  in  paradise  there  shall  be  felt  no  excess  either  of  heat  or  of  coid. 

'  The  word  signifies  ginger,  which  the  Arabs  delight  to  mix  with  the  water  they  drink  ;  and 
therefore  the  water  of  this  fountain  is  supposed  to  have  the  taste  of  that  spice.3 
.  »  Signifies  water  which  flows  gently  and  pleasantly  down  the  throat. 

1  Idem.        s  See  Revel,  xxi,  23.         3  a1  Beidawi,  JalUU. 
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CHAPTER   LXXVII. 

ENTITLED,  THOSE  WHICH  ARE  SENT;  REVEALED  AT  MECCA. 

IN   THE   NAME   OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL   GOD. 

ID  Y  the  angels  which  are  sent  by  God,  following  one  another  in  a  con- 
-D  tinual  series ;  and  those  which  move  swiftly,  with  a  rapid  motion ; 
and  by  those  which  disperse  his  commands,  by  divulging  them  through 
the  earth  J  and  by  those  which  separate  truth  Ji'om  falsehood,  by  dis- 
tinguishing the  sajnej  and  by  those  which  communicate  the  divine 
admonitions,  to  excuse,  or  to  threaten  :^  verily  that  which  ye  are 
promised*^  is  inevitable.  When  the  stars,  therefore,  shall  be  out,  and 
when  the  heaven  shall  be  cloven  in  sunder,  and  when  the  mountains 
shall  be  winnowed,  and  when  the  apostles  shall  have  a  time  assigned 
them  to  appear  and  bear  testitnony  against  their  respective  people;  to 
what  a  day  shall  that  appointme7it  be  deferred !  to  the  day  of  separa- 
tion :  and  what  shall  cause  thee  to  understand  what  the  day  of  separa- 
tion is  ?  On  that  day,  woe  be  unto  them  who  accused  the  prophets  of 
imposture  !  Have  we  not  destroyed  the  obstinate  tmbelievers  of  old  ? 
We  will  also  cause  those  of  the  latter  times  to  follow  them.  Thus  do 
we  deal  with  the  wicked.  Woe  be,  on  that  day,  unto  them  who  accused 
the  prophets  of  imposture  !  Have  we  not  created  you  of  a  contemptible 
drop  of  seed,  which  we  placed  in  a  sure  repository,  until  the  fixed  term 
of  delivery  ?  And  we  were  able  to  do  this :  for  we  are  most  powerful. 
On  that  day,  woe  be  unto  those  who  accused  the  prophets  of  imposture ! 
Have  we  not  made  the  earth  to  contain  the  living  and  the  dead,  and 
placed  therein  stable  and  lofty  mountains,  and  given  you  fresh  water 
to  drink?  Woe  be,  on  that  day,  unto  those  who  accused  the  prophets 
of  imposture  !  It  shall  be  said  unto  the7n,  Go  ye  to  the  punishment 
which  ye  denied  as  a  falsehood  :  go  ye  into  the  shadow  ^//z<?  smoke  of 
^<?//,  which  shall  ascettd  m  three  columns,  and  shall  not  ^2idi^  you  from 
the  heat,  neither  shall  it  be  of  service  against  the  flame  ;  but  it  shall 
cast  forth  sparks  as  big  as  towers,  resembling  yellow  camels  in  colour,'^ 
Woe  be,  on  that  day,  unto  those  who  accused  the  prophets  of  imposture  ! 
This  shall  be  a  day  whereon  they  shall  not  speak  to  any  purpose; 
neither  shall  they  be  permitted  to  excuse  thems:-V.  cs.  Woe  be,  on  that 
day,  unto  those  who  accused  the  prophets  of  imposture  !  This  shall  be 
the  day  of  separation  :  we  will  assemble  both  you  and  your  predecessors. 
Wherefore,  if  ye  have  any  cunning  stratagem,  employ  stratagems 
against  me.   Woe  be,  on  that  day,  unto  those  who  accused  the  prophets 

b  Some  understand  the  whole  passage  of  the  verses  of  the  Koran ;  which  continued  to  he 
sent  dozun,  parcel  after  parcel,  during  the  space  of  several  years,  and  which  rescitid  (for  so  the 
verb  dsnfa  may  also  be  translated)  and  abolish  all  former  dispensations,  rt'/z/w/^/«»- rt«rf  wrt^/w^ 
known  the  ways  of  salvation,  distingidshing  truth  from  falsehood,  and  comnntnicating  adtno- 
niiiott,  &.C.  Some  interpret  the  first  three  verses  of  the  winds,  sent  in  a  continital  succession, 
blowing  with  a  violetit  gJist,  and  dispersing  rain  over  the  earth ;  and  others  give  different 
explications. 

*^  viz.,  The  day  of  judgment. 

d  Being  of  a  fiery  colour.  Others,  however,  suppose  these  sparks  will  be  of  »  dusky  hue, 
like  that  of  biack  camels,  which  always  inclines  a  little  to  the  yellow ;  the  word  translated 
vello^v,  signifying  sometimes  black.  Some  copies,  by  the  variation  of  a  vowel,  have  cab!es, 
instead  of  camels. 
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of  imposture  !  But  the  pious  shall  ^Te/^// amidst  ^shades  and  fountains, 
and  fruits  of  the  kinds  which  they  shall  desire  :  and  it  shall  be  said  imto 
them^  Eat  and  drink  with  easy  digestion,  iji  recompejice  for  that  which 
ye  have  wrought ;  for  thus  do  we  reward  the  righteous  doers.  Woe  be, 
on  that  day,  unto  those  who  accused  the  prophets  of  imposture  !  Eat, 
O  unbelievers^  and  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  this  life,  for  a  little  while  : 
verily  ye  are  wicked  men.  Woe  be,  on  that  day,  unto  those  who  accused 
the  prophets  of  imposture  !  And  when  it  is  said  unto  them.  Bow  down ; 
they  do  not  bow  down.  Woe  be,  on  that  day,  unto  those  who  accused 
the  prophets  of  imposture  !  In  what  new  revelation  will  they  believe; 
after  this  ? 


CHAPTER  LXXVIII. 

ENTITLED,  THE  NEWS;   REVEALED  AT  MECCA. 

IN   THE   NAME   OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL   GOD, 

(XXX.)  /CONCERNING  what  do  the  unbelievers  ask  questions  of 
^^-^  one  another }  Concerning  the  great  news  of  the  7'esur- 
rection,  about  which  they  disagree.  Assuredly  they  shall  hereafter  know 
the  truth  thereof  Again,  Assuredly  they  shall  hereafter  know  the  truth 
thereof  Have  we  not  made  the  earth  for  a  bed,  and  the  mountains  for 
stakes  to  fix  the  same  ?^  And  have  we  not  created  you  of  two  sexes  ; 
and  appointed  your  sleep  for  rest ;  and  made  the  night  a  garment  to 
cover  you;  and  destined  the  day  to  the  gaining  your  livelihood  ;  and 
built  over  you  seven  solid  heavens;  and  placed  therein  a  burning  lamp? 
And  do  we  not  send  down  from  the  clouds  pressing  forth  rain,  water 
pouring  down  in  abundance,  that  we  may  thereby  produce  corn,  and 
herbs,  and  gardens  planted  thick  with  trees  f  Verily  the  day  of  sepa- 
ration is  a  fixed  period  :  the  day  whereon  the  trumpet  shall  sound,  and 
ye  shall  come  in  troops  to  jud^^ment ;  arfd  the  heaven  shall  be  opened, 
and  shall  be  full  of  gates  for  the  angels  to  pass  through;  and  the 
mountains  shall  pass  away,  and  become  as  a  vapour  ;  verily  hell  shall 
be  a  place  of  ambush,  a  receptacle  for  the  transgressors,  who  shall 
remain  therein  for  ages  :  they  shall  not  taste  any  refreshment  therein, 
or  any  drink,  except  boiling  water,  and  filthy  corruption  :  a  fit  recom- 
pence/6'r  their  deeds/  For  they  hoped  that  they  should  not  be  brought 
to  an  account,  and  they  disbelieved  our  signs,  accusing  them  of  false- 
hood. But  everything  have  we  computed,  and  written  down.  Taste, 
therefore  :  we  will  not  add  unto  you  any  other  than  torment.^  But  for 
the  pious  is  prepared  2i  place  of  bliss  :  gardens  planted  with  trees,  and 
vineyards,  and  damsels  with  swelling  breasts,  of  equal  age  with  them- 
selves, and  a  full  cup.  They  shall  hear  no  vain  discourse  there,  nor  an) 
falsehood.     This  shall  be  their  recompence  from  thy  Lord  ;  a  gxit  fully 

*  See  chapter  16,  p.  196,  and  chapter  31,  p.  307. 

f  This,  say  the  commentators,  is  the  most  severe  and  terrible  sentence  in  the  whole  Koran, 
pronounced  against  the  inhabitants  of  hell ;  thsy  being  hereby  assured  that  every  change  in 
their  torments  will  be  for  the  worse. 
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sufficient :  frdm  the  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  of  whatever  is 
between  them  ;  the  Merciful.  The  inhabita7its  of  heaven  or  of  earth 
shall  not  dare  to  demand  audience  of  him  :  the  day  whereon  the  spirit 
Gabriel  and  the  other  angels  shall  stand  in  order,  they  shall  not  speak 
in  behalf  of  themselves  or  othej's^  except  he  ottly  to  whom  the  Merciful 
shall  grant  permission,  and  who  shall  say  that  which  is  right.  This  is 
the  infallible  day.  Whoso,  therefore,  willeth,  let  him  return  unto  his 
Lord.  Verily  we  threaten  you  with  a  punishment  nigh  at  hand  :  the 
day  whereon  a  man  shall  behold  the  good  or  evil  deeds  which  his  hands 
have  sent  before  him  j  and  the  unbeliever  shall  say,  Would  to  God  I 
were  dust ! 


CHAPTER  LXXIX. 

ENTITLED,   THOSE  WHO  TEAR   FORTH  ;   REVEALED    AT   MECCA, 

IN   THE   NAME  OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL  GOD. 

"D  Y  the  angels  who  tear  forth  the  souls  of  some  with  violence  ;  and  by 
■^  those  who  draw  forth  the  souls  of  others  with  gentleness  :8  by  those 
who  glide  swimmingly  through  the  air  with  the  commands  of  God j  and 
those  who  precede  and  usher  the  righteous  to  paradise ;  and  those  who 
subordinately  govern  the  affairs  of  this  world :  on  a  certain  day,  the 
disturbing  blast  of  the  trumpet  shall  disturb  the  universe;  and  the  sub- 
sequent blast  shall  follow  it.  On  that  day  tnen's  hearts  shall  tremble  : 
their  looks  shall  be  cast  down.  The  infidels  say,  Shall  we  surely  be 
made  to  return  whence  we  came  ?^  After  we  shall  have  become  rotten 
bones,  shall  we  be  again  raised  to  life?  They  say,  This  then  will  be 
a  return  to  loss.  Verily  it  will  be  but  one  sounding  of  the  trumpet^ 
and  behold,  they  shall  appear  alive  on  the  face  of  the  earth.^  Hath 
not  the  story  of  Moses  reached  thee  .''  When  his  LORD  called  unto  him 
in  the  holy  valley  Towa,^  saying,  Go  unto  Pharaoh  ;  for  he  is  insolently 
wicked  :  and  say.  Hast  thou  a  desire  to  become  just  and  holy  ?  and  I 
will  direct  thee  unto  thy  Lord,  that  thou  mayest  fear  to  transgress. 
And  he  showed  him  the  very  great  sign  of  the  rod  turned  into  a  serpent: 
but  he  charged  Moses  with  imposture,  and  rebelled  against  God.  Then 
he  turned  back  hastily ;  and  he  assembled  the  magicians^  and  cried 

g  These  are  the  angel  of  death  and  his  assistants,  who  will  take  the  souls  of  the  wicked  in  a 
rough  and  cruel  manner  from  the  inmost  part  of  their  bodies,  as  a  man  drags  up  a  thing  from 
the  bottom  of  the  sea  ;  but  will  take  the  souls  of  tlie  good  in  a  gentle  and  easy  manner  from 
their  lips,  as  when  a  man  draws  a  bucket  of  water  at  one  pull.l 

There  are  several  other  interpretations  of  this  whole  passage  ;  some  expounding  all  the  five 
parts  of  the  oath  of  the  stars,  others  of  the  souls  of  men,  others  of  the  souls  of  warriors  in 
particular,  and  others  of  war-horses :  a  detail  of  which,  I  apprehend,  would  rather  tire  than 
please. 

fi  i.e..  Shall  we  be  restored  to  our  former  condition? 

'  viz.,  The  second  or  third  blast,  according  to  difterent  opinions. 

^  Or,  they  shall  appear  at  the  place  of  judgment.  The  original  word  a]  S5h:ra  Is  also  on* 
of  the  names  of  hell. 

'  See  chapter  20,  p.  234. 

1  Al  Beidavfi. 
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aloud,  saying,  I  am  your  supreme  Lord.  Wherefore  God  chastised 
him  with  the  punishment  of  the  Hfe  to  come,  and  also  of  this  present 
Ufe.  Verily  herein  is  an  example  unto  him  who  teareth  to  rebel.  Are 
ye  more  difficult  to  create,  or  the  heaven  which  God  hath  built  ?  He 
hath  raised  the  height  thereof,  and  hath  perfectly  formed  the  same : 
and  he  hath  made  the  night  thereof  dark,  and  hath  produced  the  light 
thereof.  After  this  he  stretched  out  the  earth,"^  whence  he  caused  to 
spring  forth  the  water  thereof,  and  the  pasture  thereof ;  and  he  estab- 
hshed  the  mountains,  for  the  use  of  yourselves  and  of  your  cattle. 
When  the  prevailing,  the  great  day  shall  come,  on  that  day  shall  a  man 
call  to  remembrance  what  he  hath  purposely  done  :  and  hell  shall  be 
exposed  to  the  view  of  the  spectator.  And  whoso  shall  have  trans- 
gressed, and  shall  have  chosen  this  present  life ;  verily  hell  shall  be  his 
abode  :  but  whoso  shall  have  dreaded  the  appearing  before  his  Lord, 
and  shall  have  refrained  his  soul  from  lust ;  verily  paradise  shall  be  his 
abode.  They  will  ask  thee  concerning  the  last  hour,  when  will  be  the 
fixed  time  thereof.  By  what  means  canst  thou  give  any  information  of 
the  same  ?  Unto  thy  Lord  belongeih  the  knowledge  ^  the  period  there- 
of :  and  thou  art  only  a  warner,  who  fearest  the  same.  The  day  where- 
on they  shall  see  the  same,  it  shall  seem  to  them  as  though  they  had 
not  tarried  in  the  world  longer  than  an  evening  or  a  morning  thereof. 


CHAPTER  LXXX. 

ENTITLED,    HE   FROWNED  ;    REVEALED  AT  MECCA. 

IN   THE   NAME   OP   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL  GOD. 

THE  /r^//?^/ frowned,  and  turned  aside,  because  the  blind  man  came 
unto  him  :°  and  how  dost  thou  know  whether  he  shall  peradven- 
ture  be  cleansed y>'^;;z  his  sins;  or  whether  ht  shall  be  admonished,  and 
the  admonition  shall  profit  him  ?  77ie  man  who  is  wealthy  thou  re- 
ceivest  respectfully ;  whereas  it  is  not  to  be  charged  on  thee,  that  he  is 
not  cleansed :  but  him  who  cometh  unto  thee  earnestly  seeking  his 
salvation^  and  who  feareth  God,  dost  thou  neglect.  By  no  means 
shouldst  thou  act  thus.  Verily  the  Koran  is  an  admonition  (and  he 
who  is  willing  retaineth  the  same) ;   written  in  volumes  honourablcj 

™  Which  had  been  created  before  the  heavens,  but  without  expansion.l 
^  This  passage  was  revealed  on  the  following  occasion.  A  certain  blind  man,  named  Abd- 
allah  Ebn  Omm  Mactum,  came  and  interrupted  Mohammed  while  he  was  engaged  in  earnest 
discourse  with  some  of  the  principal  Koreish,  whose  conversion  he  had  hopes  of;  but  the  prophet 
taking  no  notice  of  him,  the  blind  man,  not  knowing  he  was  otherwise  busied,  raised  his  voice, 
and  said,  O  apostle  of(jOV>,  teach  vte  some  part  ofivhat  God  hath  taught  thee  ;  but  Moham- 
med, vexed  at  this  interruption,  frowned  and  turned  away  from  him  ;  for  which  he  is  here  repre- 
hended. After  this,  whenever  the  prophet  saw  Ebn  Omm  Mactum,  he  showed  him  great 
respect,  saying,  The  man  is  ivelcome,  on  whose  account  my  Lord  hath  reprimanded  me ;  and 
h«  made  him  twice  governor  of  Medina. 8 

1  lallalo'ddin.         '  Idem   al  BeidawL 
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exalted,  and  pure  ;  by  the  hands  of  scribes  honoured  and  just."  May 
man  be  cursed  !  What  hath  seduced  him  to  infidelity  ?  Of  what  thing 
doth  God  create  him  ?  Of  a  drop  of  seed  doth  he  create  him ;  and  he 
formeth  him  with  proportion ;  and  then  facilitateth  his  passage  out  oj 
the  wojnb:  afterwards  he  causeth  him  to  die,  and  layeth  him  in  the 
grave ;  hereafter,  when  it  shall  please  him,  he  shall  raise  him  to  life. 
Assuredly.  He  hath  not  hitherto  fully  performed  what  God  hath  com- 
manded him.  Let  man  consider  his  food ;  in  what  tnanner  it  is  pro- 
vided. ^  We  pour  down  water  by  showers ;  afterwards  we  cleave  the 
earth  in  clefts,  and  we  cause  corn  to  spring  forth  therein,  and  grapes, 
and  clover,  and  the  olive,  and  the  palm,  and  gardens  planted  thick  with 
trees,  and  fruits,  and  grass,  for  the  use  of  yourselves  and  of  your  cattle. 
When  the  stunning  sound  of  the  trumpet  shall  be  heard;  on  that  day 
shall  a  man  fly  from  his  brother,  and  his  mother,  and  his  father,  and  his 
wife,  and  his  children.  Every  man  of  them,  on  that  day,  shall  have 
business  of  his  own  sufficient  to  employ  his  thoughts.  On  that  Ad^y  the 
faces  of  some  shall  be  bright,  laughing,  and  joyful :  and  upon  the  faces 
of  others,  on  that  day,  shall  there  be  dust;  darkness  shall  cover  them. 
These  are  the  unbelievers,  the  wicked. 


CHAPTER    LXXXI. 
Entitled,  the  folding  up  ;  revealed  at  mecca, 

IN   THE   NAME   OF   THE   MOST   MERClt'UL   GOD. 

WHEN  the  sun  shall  be  folded  up;^  and  when  the  stars  shall  fall; 
and  when  the  mountains  shall  be  made  to  pass  away ;  and  when 
the  camels  ten  months  gone  with  young  shall  be  neglected  ;^  and  when 
the  wild  beasts  shall  be  gathered  together;'"  and  when  the  seas  shall 
boil;*  and  when  the  souls  shall  be  joined  again  to  their  bodies;  and 
when  the  girl  who  hath  been  buried  alive  shall  be  asked  for  what  crime 
she  was  put  to  death  -^  and  when  the  books  shall  be  laid  open ;  and 
When  the  heaven  shall  be  removed  ;"  and  when  hell  shall  burn  fiercely ; 
and  when  paradise  shall  be  brought  near :  every  soul  shall  know  what 

o  Being  transcribed  from  th^  preserved  table,  highly  honoured  in  the  sight  of  GoD,  kept  pure 
and  uncorrupted  from  the  hands  of  evil  spirits,  and  touched  only  by  the  angels.  Some  under- 
stand hereby  the  books  of  the  prophets,  with  which  the  Koran  agrees  in  substance.  1 

P  A5  a  garment  that  is  laid  by. 

q  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  64. 

•■  See  ibid.  p.  64  and  67. 

*  See  ibid.  p.  64. 

*  For  it  was  customary  artiohg  the  ancient  Arabs  to  bury  their  daughters  alive  as  soon  as 
they  were  born  ;  for  fear  they  should  be  impoverished  by  providing  for  them,  or  should  suffer 
disgrace  on  their  account.     See  chapter  16,  p.  199. 

"  Or  plucked  away  from  its  place,  as  the  skin  is  plucked  off  (rom  a  camel  which  is  flaying  ; 
for  that  is  the  proper  signification  of  the  verb  here  used.  Marracci  fancies  the  passage  alludes 
to  that  in  the  Psiilms,^  where,  according  to  the  versions  of  the  Septuagint  and  the  Vulgat*, 
God  is  said  to  have  stretched  out  the  heaven  like  a  skiit. 

1  Al  Zamakh.         "  Psalm  civ.  a. 
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it  hath  wrought.  Verily  I  swear^  by  the  stars  which  are  retrograde, 
which  move  swiftly,  and  which  hide  themselves  ;y  and  by  the  night, 
when  it  cometh  on ;  and  by  the  morning,  when  it  appeareth ;  that  these 
are  the  words  of  an  honourable  messenger,''  endued  with  strength,  of 
established  dignity  in  the  sight  of  the  possessor  of  the  throne,  obeyed 
by  the  angels  under  his  authority ^  and  faithful :  and  your  companion 
Mohammed  is  not  distracted.  He  had  already  seen  him  in  the  clear 
horizon:*  and  he  suspected  not^  the  secrets  revealed  unto  him.  Neither 
are  these  the  words  of  an  accursed  devil.<=  Whither,  therefore,  are  ye 
going  ?  This  is  no  other  than  an  admonition  unto  all  creatures ;  unto 
him  among  you  who  shall  be  willing  to  walk  uprightly :  but  ye  shall  not 
will,  unless  God  willeth,  the  Lord  of  all  creatures. 


CHAPTER    LXXXIL 

ENTITLED,   THE  CLEAVING   IN   SUNDER  ;     REVEALED  AT  MECCA. 

IN    THE   NAME  OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL   GOD. 

AX/'HEN  the  heaven  shall  be  cloven  in  sunder;  and  when  the  stars 
'  *  shall  be  scattered;  and  when  the  seas  shall  be  suffered  to  join 
their  waters ;  and  when  the  graves  shall  be  turned  upside  down  :  every 
soul  shall  know  what  it  hath  committed,  and  what  it  hath  omitted.  O 
man,  what  hath  seduced  thee  against  thy  gracious  Lord,  who  hath 
created  thee,  and  put  thee  together,  and  rightly  disposed  thee  ?  In  what 
form  he  pleased  hath  he  fashioned  thee.  Assuredly.  But  ye  deny  the 
last  judgment  as  a  falsehood.  Verily  there  are  appointed  over  you 
guardian  angels^  honourable  in  the  sight  of  God,  writing  down  your 
actions;  who  know  that  which  ye  do.  The  just  shall  surely  be  in  a  place 
<?/" delight:  but  the  wicked  shall  surely  be  in  hell;  they  shall  be  cast 
therein  to  be  burned,  on  the  day  of  judgment,  and  they  shall  not  be 
absent  therefrom /^r  ever.  What  shall  cause  thee  to  understand  what 
the  day  of  judgment  is?  Again,  What  shall  cause  thee  to  understand 
what  the  day  of  judgment  is?  It  is  a  day  whereon  one  soul  shall  not 
be  able  to  obtain  anything  in  behalf  of  another  soul :  and  the  command 
on  that  day  shall  be  God's. 

*  Or,  /  will  not  swear,  &c.     See  chapter  56,  p.  398,  note  *". 

y  Some  understand  hereby  the  stars  in  general,  but  the  more  exact  commentators,  five  of  the 
planets,  viz.,  the  two  which  accompany  the  sun,  and  the  three  superior  planets;  which  have 
both  a  retrograde  and  a  direct  motion,  and  hide  themselves  in  the  rays  of  the  sun,  or  when  they 
set. 

*  i.e.,  Gabriel. 

*  See  chapter  53,  p.  389. 

^  Some  copies,  by  a  change  of  one  letter  only,  instead  of  dhanhiin,  read  dantnin ;  and  then 
the  words  should  be  rendered,  //e  z's  not  tenacious  of,  or  grudges  not  to  cortimunicate  to  you, 
the  secret  revelations  which  he  has  received. 

^  Who  has  overheard,  by  stealth,  the  discourse  of  the  angels.  The  verse  is  an  answer  to  a 
calumny  of  the  infidels,  who  said  the  Koran  was  only  a  piece  of  divination,  or  magic  ;  for  the 
Arabs  suppose  the  soothsayer,  or  magician,  receives  his  intelligence  from  those  evil  spirits,  whc 
»!»  continually  listening  to  learn  what  they  can  from  the  inhabitants  of  heaven. 

'^  See  rhapirr  50,  p    3*^4,  and  the  Prel'm.  Di.sc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  56. 
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CHAPTER    LXXXTII. 

ENTITLED,  THOSE  WHO  GIVE  SHORT  MEASURE  OR   WEIGHT; 
REVEALED  AT   MECCA. 

IN   THE   NAME  OF   THE   MOST    MERCIFUL   GOD, 

V\7"0E  be  unto  those  who  give  short  measure  or  weight;  who,  when 

*  ^  they  receive  by  measure  from  other  ixi^n^  take  the  full ;  but  when 
they  measure  unto  them,  or  weigh  unto  them,  defraud  !  Do  not  these 
think  they  shall  be  raised  again  at  the  great  day;  the  day  whereon 
mankind  shall  stand  before  the  LORD  of  all  creatures  ?  By  no  means. 
Verily  the  register  of  the  actions  of  the  wicked  is  surely  in  Sejjin,^ 
And  what  shall  make  thee  to  understand  what  Sejjin  is  f  It  is  a.  book 
distinctly  written.  Woe  be,  on  that  day,  unto  those  who  accused  the 
prophets  of  imposture ;  who  denied  the  day  of  judgment  as  a  falsehood  ! 
And  none  denieth  the  same  as  a  falsehood,  except  every  unjust  a7id 
flagitious  person :  who,  when  our  signs  are  rehearsed  unto  him,  saith. 
They  are  fables  of  the  ancients.  By  no  means  :  but  rather  their  lusts 
have  cast  a  veil  over  their  hearts.  By  no  means.  Verily  they  shall  be 
shut  out  from  their  Lord  on  that  day;  and  they  shall  be  sent  into  hell 
to  be  burned :  then  shall  it  be  said  unto  theiUy  by  the  infernal  guards^ 
This  is  what  ye  denied  as  a  falsehood.  Assuredly.  But  the  register 
of  the  actions  of  ihQ  righteous  is  in  Illiyyun  :'  and  what  shall  cause  thee 
to  understand  what  Illiyyun  is  ?  It  is  a  book  distinctly  written:  those 
who  approach  near  uitto  God  are  witnesses  thereto.*  Verily  the 
righteous  shall  dwell  among  delights  :  seated  on  couches  they  shall  be- 
hold objects  of  pleasure  J  thou  shalt  see  in  their  faces  the  brightness  of 
joy.  They  shall  be  given  to  drink  of  pure  wine,  sealed ;  the  seal  where- 
of shall  be  musk  :**  and  to  this  let  those  aspire,  who  aspire  to  happiness: 
and  the  wafer  mixed  therewith  shall  be  of  Tasnim,*  a  fountain  whereof 
those  shall  drink  who  approach  near  unto  the  divine  presence^    They 

•  Is  the  name  of  the  general  register,  wherein  the  actions  of  all  the  wicked,  both  men  and 
genii,  are  distinctly  entered,  Sejn  signifies  2. prison;  and  this  book,  as  some  think,  derives  its 
name  from  thence,  because  it  will  occasion  those  whose  deeds  are  there  recorded  to  be  impri- 
soned in  hell,  Sejjin,  or  Sajin,  is  also  the  name  of  the  dungeon  beneath  the  seventh  earth,  the 
residence  of  Eblis  and  his  host,  where,  it  is  supposed  by  some,  that  this  book  is  kept,  and 
where  the  souls  of  the  wicked  will  be  detained  till  the  resurrection.  1  If  the  latter  explication 
be  admitted,  the  words,  And  what  shall  make  thee  to  understand  luliat  Sejjin  is  ?  should  be 
enclosed  within  a  parenthesis, 

f  The  worj  is  a  plural,  and  signifies  high  places.  Some  say  it  is  the  general  register  wherein 
the  actions  of  the  righteous,  whether  angels,  men,  or  genii,  are  distinctly  recorded.  Others 
will  have  it  to  be  a  place  in  the  seventh  heaven,  under  the  throne  of  God,  where  this  book  is 
kept,  and  where  the  souls  of  the  just,  as  many  think,  will  remain  till  the  last  day.2  If  we 
prefer  the  latter  opinion,  the  words,  Aiid  wJiat  shall  make  tJiee  to  u?tdet stand  what  Illiyytm 
is  ?  should  likewise  be  enclosed  in  a  parenthesis. 

B  Or,  are  present  with,  and  keep  the  sntne. 

b  i.e..  The  vessels  containing  the  same  shall  be  sealed  with  musk,  instead  of  clay.  Some 
understand  by  the  seal  of  this  wine  its  farewell,  or  the  flavour  it  will  leave  in  the  mouth  after 
it  is  drank. 

» Is  the  name  of  a  fountain  in  paradise,  so  called  from  its  being  conveyed  to  the  highest 
apartments. 

^  For  they  shall  drink  the  water  of  Tasnim  pure  and  unmixed,  being  continually  and  wholly 
employed  in  the  contemplation  of  God  ;  but  the  other  inhabitants  of  paradise  shall  drink  it 
mixed  with  their  wine.  3 

1  Jallalo'ddin,  al  Beidawi,  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect,  IV,  p.  61.  »  Jallalo'ddin.  See  the 
Prelim,  Disc,  ubi  sup.        3  Al  Beidawi 
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who  act  wickedly  laugh  the  true  believers  to  scorn ,;  aftdwhen  they  pass 
by  them,  they  wink  at  one  another :  and  when  they  turn  aside  to  their 
people,  they  turn  aside  making  scurrilous  jests:  and  when  they  see 
them,  they  say,  Verily  these  are  mistaken  men.  But  they  are  not  sent 
to  be  keepers  over  them.^  Wherefore  one  day  the  true  behevers,  in 
their  turn,  shall  laugh  the  infidels  to  scorn :™  lying  on  couches,  they 
shall  look  down  ttpon  them  in  hell.  Shall  not  the  infidels  be  rewarded 
for  that  which  they  have  done  ? 


CHAPTER  LXXXIV. 

ENTITLED,  THE  RENDING   IN   SUNDER;   REVEALED   AT   MECCA." 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

XITHEN  the  heaven  shall  be  rent  in  sunder,  and  shall  obey  its  Lord, 
•  ■  and  shall  be  capable  thereof;  and  when  the  earth  shall  be 
stretched  out,°  and  shall  cast  forth  that  which  is  therein,"^  and  shall  re- 
main empty,  and  shall  obey  its  Lord,  and  shall  be  capable  thereof: 
O  man,  verily  labouring  thou  labourest  to  meet  thy  Lord,  and  thou 
shalt  meet  him.**  And  he  who  shall  have  his  book  given  into  his  right 
hand,  shall  be  called  to  an  easy  account,  and  shall  turn  unto  his  family^ 
with  joy:  but  he  who  shall  have  his  book  given  him  behind  his  back,* 
shall  invoke  destruction  to  fall  upon  him,  and  he  shall  be  sent  into  hell 
to  be  burned ;  because  he  rejoiced  insolently  amidst  his  family  on  earth. 
Verily  he  thought  that  he  should  never  return  unto  God:  yea  verily ; 
but  his  Lord  beheld  him.  Wherefore  I  swear*  by  the  redness  of  the 
sky  after  sunset,  and  by  the  night,  and  the  animals  which  it  driveth 
together,  and  by  the  moon  when  she  is  at  the  full ;  ye  shall  surely  be 
transferred  successively  from  state  to  state.'^  What  aileih  them,  there- 
fore, that  they  believe  not  the  resurrection;  and  that,  when  the  Koran 
is  read  unto  them,  they  worship  not?^  Yea:  the  unbelievers  accuse  the 
same  of  imposture :  but  God  well  knoweth  the  malice  which  they  keep 

I  i.e. ,  The  infidels  are  not  commissioned  by  God  to  call  the  believers  to  account,  or  to  judge 
of  their  actions. 

™  When  they  shall  see  them  ignominiously  driven  into  hell.  It  is  also  said,  that  a  door  shall 
be  shown  the  damned,  opening  into  paradise,  and  they  shall  be  bidden  to  go  in ;  but  when 
they  come  near  the  door  it  shall  be  suddenly  shut,  and  the  believers  within  shall  laugh  at 
them.i 

"  There  are  some  who  take  this  chapter  to  have  been  revealed  at  Medina. 

o  Like  a  skin  ;  every  mountain  and  hill  being  levelled. 

P  As  the  treasures  hidden  in  its  bowels,  and  the  dead  bodies  which  lie  in  their  graves. 

<1  Or,  and  thou  shalt  meet  thy  labour;  whether  thy  works  be  good,  or  whether  they  be  evil 

''  i.e..  His  relations  or  friends  v.'ho  are  true  believers  ;  or  rather,  to  his  wives  and  servants,  of 
the  damsels  and  youths  of  paradise,  who  wait  to  receive  him.2 

*  That  is,  into  his  left  hand  ;  for  the  wicked  will  have  that  hand  bound  behind  their  back, 
and  their  right  hand  to  their  neck. 

'  Or,  /  will  not  sivear.     See  chapter  56,  p.  398,  note  ™, 

"  i.e.  From  the  state  of  the  living,  to  that  of  the  dead  ;  and  from  the  state  of  the  dead,  to  n 
new  state  of  life  in  another  world. 

*  Or,  humble  not  themselves, 

I  Id '.a.        2  Idem. 
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hidden  in  their  briasis.  Wherefore  denounce  unto  them  a  grievous 
punishment,  except  those  who  believe  and  do  good  works :  for  them  ii 
prepared  a  never-faihng  reward. 


CHAPTER  LXXXV. 

ENTITLED,  THE  CELESTIAL  SIGNS;   REVEALED  AT  MECCA, 

IN  THE  NAME  Ol'  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

"DY  the  heaven  adorned  with  signs  ;y  by  the  promised  day  of  judg- 
■^  mentj  by  the  witness,  and  the  witnessed  ;^  cursed  were  the  con- 
trivers of  the  pit,'^  of  fire  supphed  with  fuel ;  when  they  sat  round  the 
s«.me,  and  were  witnesses  of  what  they  did  against  the  true  believers:^ 
and  they  afflicted  them  for  no  other  reason,  but  because  they  believed 
in  the  mighty,  the  glorious  GOD,  unto  whom  belons^eth  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  and  earth :  and  GOD  is  witness  of  all  things.  Verily  for  those 
who  prosecute  the  true  believers  of  either  sex,  and  afterwards  repent 
not,  is  prepared  the  torment  of  hell;  and  they  shall  siiff'er  the  pain  of 
burning.^  But  for  those  who  believe,  and  do  that  which  is  right,  are 
destined  gardens  beneath  which  rivers  flow :  this  shall  be  great  felicity. 
Verily  the  vengeance  of  thy  LORD  is  severe.  He  createth,  and  he  re- 
storeth  to  life:  he  is  inclined  to  forgive,  <3:;/</gracious :  the  possessor  of 
the  glorious  throne;  who  effecteth  that  which  he  pleaseth.  Hath  not 
the  story  of  the  hosts  of  Pharaoh,*^  and  of  Thamud,®  reached  thee.'' 
Yet  the  unbelievers  cease  not  to  accuse  the  divine  revelations  of  false- 

y  The  original  word  properly  signifies  towers,  which  some  interpret  of  real  towers,!  wherein 
it  is  supposed  the  angels  keep  guard  ;2  and  others,  of  the  stars  of  the  first  magnitude  :  but  the 
generality  of  expositors  understand  thereby  the  twelve  signs  of  the  zodiac,  wherein  the  planets 
make  their  several  stations. 3 

z  The  meaning  of  these  words  is  very  uncertain,  and  the  explications  of  the  commentators 
consequently  vary.  One  thinks  the  witness  to  be  Mohammed,  and  t/tat  which  is  bo7ne  witness 
of,  to  be  the  resurrection,  ox  the  professors  of  the  Mohamniedan/aith  ;  or  else  that  these  latter 
are  the  witness,  and  the  professors  of  every  other  religion,  those  who  will  be  witnessed  against 
by  them.  Another  supposes  the  witness  to  be  the  guardian  angel,  and  his  charge  the  person 
witnessed  against.  Another  expounds  the  words  of  the  day  of  Arafat,  the  9th  of  Dhu'lhajja, 
and  of  the  day  of  slaying  the  victims,  which  is  the  day  following,  or  else  of  Friday,  the  day  of 
the  weekly  assembling  of  the  Mohammedans  at  their  mosques,  and  of  the  people  who  are 
assembled  on  those  days,  fee* 

a  Literally,  the  lords  of  tJie  pit.  These  were  the  ministers  of  the  persecution  raised  by  Dhu 
Nowas,  king  of  Yaman,  who  was  of  the  Jewish  religion,  against  the  inhabitants  of  Najran : 
for  they  having  embraced  Christianity  (at  that  time  the  true  religion,  by  the  confession  of 
Mohammed  himself),  the  bigoted  tyrant  commanded  all  those  who  would  not  renounce  their 
faith  to  be  cast  into  a  pit,  or  trench,  filled  with  fire,  and  there  burnt  to  ashes.^  Others,  however, 
tell  the  story  with  different  circumstances.^ 

b  Or,  as  some  choose  to  understand  the  words.  And  shall  be  witnesses  agaittst  themselves, 
at  the  day  of  judgment,  of  their  unjust  treatment  of  the  true  believers. 

^  Which  pam,  it  is  said,  the  persecutors  of  the  Christian  martjTs  above  mentioned  felt  in  this 
life  ;  the  fire  bursting  forth  upon  them  from  the  pit,  and  consuming  them.7 

^  See  chapter  7,  p.  115,  &c. 

*  See  ibid.  p.  in,  &c. 

1  Yahya.         2  See  cap.  15,  p.  191.         3  Jallal.,  al  Beidawi,  Yahya.        *  Idem.  *  Idem. 

Vide  Poc.  Spec.  p.  62  ;   Ecchellens.  Hist.  Arab,  part  i.  c.  10  ;   and   Prid.  Lif«  of  Mah.  \>.  61 
•>  Vide  D'Kerbel.  Bibl.  Orient.  Art.  Abou  Navas.         7  Al  Beidawi,  Yahya. 
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hood :  but  God  encompasseth  them  behind,  that  they  cannot  escape. 
Verily  that  which  they  7'eject  is  a  glorious  Koran ;  the  original  whereoj 
is  written  in  a  table  kept  in  heaven.^ 


CHAPTER  LXXXVI. 

ENTITLED,  THE  STAR  WHICH  APPEARETH   BY   NIGHT  ;    REVEALED 

AT  MECCA. 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

T)Y  the  heaven,  and  that  which  appeareth  by  night:  but  what  shall 
^  cause  thee  to  understand  what  that  which  appeareth  by  night  is? 
it  is  the  star  of  piercing  brightness  :«  every  soul  hath  a  guardian  set 
over  it.  Let  a  man  consider,  therefore,  of  what  he  is  created.  He  is 
created  of  seed  poured  forth,  issuing  from  the  loins,  and  the  breast- 
bones.'^ Verily  God  is  able  to  restore  him  to  life,  the  day  whereon  all 
secret  thoughts  and  actions  shall  be  examined  into ;  and  he  shall  have 
no  power  to  defend  himself,  nor  any  protector.  By  the  heaven  which 
returneth  the  rainj^  and  by  the  earth  which  openeth  to  let  forth  vege- 
tables and  springs:  verily  this  is  a  discourse  dA%iv!\g\\\^v!\g  good  from 
evil;  and  it  is  not  composed  with  lightness.  Verily  the  i7ijidels  are  lay- 
ing a  plot  to  frustrate  my  designs:  but  I  will  lay  a  plot /or  their  rimi. 
Wherefore,  O  prophet,  bear  with  the  unbelievers :  let  them  alone  a 
while. 


CHAPTER  LXXXVn. 

ENTITLED,  THE  MOST  HIGH;''  REVEALED  AT  MECCA. 

IN   THE   NAME   OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL   GOD. 

PRAISE  the  name  of  thy  LORD,  the  most  high;  who  hath  created, 
and  completely  formed  his  creatures:  and  who  determineth  them 

f  And  preserved  from  the  least  change  or  corruption.  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  III.  p.  50, 
and  Sect.  IV.  p.  58. 

e  Some  take  the  words  to  signify  any  bright  star,  without  restriction  ;  but  others  think  some 
particular  star  or  stars  to  be  thereby  intended ;  which  one  supposes  to  be  the  morning  star 
(pecuHarly  called  al  Tarek,  or  the  appearing  by  nights),  another  Saturn  (that  planet  being  by 
the  Arabs  surnamed  al  Thakeb,  or  the  piercings  as  it  was  by  the  Greeks,  Phceno?i,  or  the 
shining),  and  a  third,  the  Pleiades. 

h  i.e.,  From  the  loins  of  the  man,  and  the  breast-bones  of  the  woman. ^ 

i  Or,  as  some  expound  it.  Which  performeth  its  periodic  7notion,  returning  to  the  point  from 
whence  it  began  the  same.  The  words  seem  designed  to  express  the  alternate  returns  of  the 
different  seasons  of  the  year. 

^  Some  take  the  first  word  of  this  chapter,  viz.,  Praise,  for  its  title. 

1  Al  Beidawi,  Yahya 
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to  various  ends}  and  directeth  them  to  attain  the  same ;°»  and  who  pro- 
duceth  the  pasture /(7r  cattle^  and  afterwards  rendereth  the  same  dry 
stubble  of  a  dusky  hue.  We  will  enable  thee  to  rehearse  our  revela- 
tions f"  and  thou  shalt  not  forget  any  part  thereof^  except  what  God 
shall  please ;®  for  he  knoweth  that  which  is  manifest,  and  that  which  is 
hidden.  And  we  will  facilitate  unto  thee  the  most  easy  way?  Where- 
fore admonish  thy  people^  if  thy  admonition  shall  be  profitable  unto 
them.  Whoso  feareth  God,  he  will  be  admonished :  but  the  most 
wretched  unbeliever  will  turn  away  therefrom ;  who  shall  be  cast  to  be 
broiled  in  the  greater  fire  of  hell,  wherein  he  shall  not  die,  neither  shall 
he  live.  Now  hath  he  attained  felicity  who  is  purified  by  faith,  and 
who  remembereth  the  name  of  his  Lord,  and  prayeth.  But  ye  prefer 
this  present  life :  yet  the  life  to  come  is  better,  and  more  durable. 
Verily  this  is  written  in  the  ancient  books,  the  books  of  Abraham  and 
Moses. 


H 


CHAPTER  LXXXVIII. 

ENTITLED,  THE  OVERWHELMING;^  REVEALED  AT  MECCA. 

IN  TVS.  NAME  OF   THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

ATH  the  news  of  the  overwhelming  day  of  judgment  reached 
thee  ?  The  countenances  of  some,  on  that  day,  shall  be  cast  down ; 
labouring  and  toiling  i*^  they  shall  be  cast  into  scorching  fire  to  be 
broiled :  they  shall  be  given  to  drink  of  a  boiling  fountain :  they  shall 
have  no  food,  but  of  dry  thorns  and  thistles  f  which  shall  not  fatten, 
neither  shall  they  satisfy  hunger.  But  the  countenances  of  others,  on 
that  day,  shall  be  joyful ;  v/ell  pleased  with  their  past  endeavour :  they 
shall  be  placed  in  a  lofty  garden,  wherein  thou  shalt  hear  no  vain  dis- 
course: therein  shall  ^^  a  running  fountain:  therein  j/z*^//  /5<?  raised  beds, 
and  goblets  placed  before  them,  and  cushions  laid  in  order,  and  carpets 
ready  spread.    Do  they  not  consider  the  camels,*  how  they  are  created; 

1  Determining  their  various  species,  properties,  ways  of  life,  &c.l 

""  Guiding  the  rational  by  their  reason  and  also  by  revelation,  and  the  irrational  by  instinct, 

&C.2 

"  See  chapter  75,  p.  431. 

o  i.e..  Except  such  revelations  as  God  shall  think  fit  to  abrogate  and  blot  out  of  thy  memory. 
See  chapter  2,  p.  13,  and  chapter.  75,  p.  431. 

P  To  retain  the  relations  communicated  to  thee  by  Gabriel ;  or,  as  some  understand  the 
words.  We  ivill  dispose  thee  to  the  profession  and  strict  observance  of  the  most  easy  religion, 
that  is,  of  Islam. 

q  This  is  a  name,  or  epithet,  of  the  last  day  ;  because  it  will  suddenly  overwhelm,  all  creatures 
with  fear  and  astonishment.     It  is  also  a  name,  or  epithet,  of  hell  fire. 

''  i.e..  Dragging  their  chains,  and  labouring  through  hell  fire,  as  camels  labour  through  mud, 
&c.     Or,  Employing  and fatig^iingthemselves  in  what  shall  not  avail  them. 3 

^' Such  as  the  camels  eat  when  green  and  tender.  Some  take  the  original  word  al  Dart  for 
the  name  of  a  thorny  tree. 

'  These  animals  are  of  such  use,  or  rather  necessity,  in  the  east,  that  the  creation  of  a  species 
so  wonderfully  adapted  to  those  countries  is  a  very  proper  instance,  to  an  Arabian,  of  the  power 
and  wisdom  of  God.  Some,  however,  think  the  clouds  (which  the  original  word  til  also 
signifies)  are  here  intended  ;  the  lieaven  being  mentioned  immediately  after. 

1  Al  Beidawi.        8  Idem.        3  Idem. 
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and  the  heaven,  how  it  is  raised ;  and  the  mountains,  how  they  are 
fixed;  and  the  earth,  how  it  is  extended?  Wherefore  warn  thy  people; 
for  thou  art  a  warner  only :  thou  art  not  empowered  to  act  with  au. 
thority  over  them.  But  whoever  shall  turn  back,"  and  disbelieve,  God 
shall  punish  him  with  the  greater  punishment  of  the  life  to  come.  Verily 
unto  us  shall  they  return :  then  shall  it  be  our  part  to  bring  them  to 
account. 


CHAPTER   LXXXIX. 
ENTITLED,  THE  DAYBREAK;  REVEALED  AT  MECCA.* 

IN   THE   NAME  OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL  GOD. 

p)  Y  the  daybreak,  and  ten  nights  ;y  by  that  which  is  double,  and  that 
■'-'  which  is  single  ;^  and  by  the  night  when  it  cometh  on  :  is  there 
not  in  this  an  oath  formed  with  understanding  ?  Hast  thou  not  con- 
sidered how  thy  Lord  dealt  with  Ad,  the  people  of  Irem.,^  adorned  with 
lofty  buildings,^  the  like  whereof  hath  not  been  erected  in  the  land  ;° 
and  with  Thamud,  who  hewed  the  rocks  in  the  valley*^  into  houses j  and 

«  Or,  Except  him  who  shall  htrn  back,  and  be  an  infidel:  and  God  s7iaU  also  punish  hint 
&c.  By  which  exception  some  suppose  that  power  is  here  given  to  Mohammed  to  chastise 
obstinate  infidels  and  apostates. 

^  Some  are  of  opinion  this  chapter  was  revealed  at  Medina. 

y  That  is,  the  ten  nights  of  Dhu'lhajja,  or  the  loth  of  that  month  (whence  some  understand 
the  daybreak  mentioned  just  before,  of  the  morning  of  that  day,  or  of  the  preceding) ;  or  the 
nights  of  the  loth  of  Moharram  ;  or,  as  others  rather  think,  the  loth,  nth,  and  12th  of 
Dhu'lhajja ;  al!  which  are  days  peculiarly  sacred  among  the  Mohammedans. 

2  These  words  are  variously  mterpreted.  Some  understand  thereby  all  things  in  general ; 
some,  all  created  beings  (which  are  said  to  have  been  created  by  pairs,  or  of  two  kinds),l  and 
the  Creator,  who  is  single ;  some,  of  the  pri7mii}i  vtobile,  and  the  other  orbs ;  some,  of  the 
constellations  and  the  planets ;  some,  of  the  nights  before  mentioned,  taken  either  together  or 
singly  ;  and  some,  of  the  day  of  slaying  the  victims  (the  loth  of  Dhu'lhajja),  and  of  the  day  of 
Arafat,  which  is  the  day  before,  &c.2 

a  Was  the  name  of  the  territory  or  city  of  the  Adites,  and  of  the  garden  mentioned  in  the 
next  note ;  which  were  so  called  from  Irem,  or  Aram,  the  grandfather  of  Ad,  their  progenitor. 
Some  think  Aram  himself  to  be  here  meant,  and  his  name  to  be  added  to  signify  the  ancient 
Adites,  his  immediate  descendants,  and  to  distinguish  them  from  the  latter  tribe  of  that  name  :3 
but  the  adjective  and  relative  joined  to  the  word  are,  in  the  original,  of  the  feminine  gender, 
which  seems  to  contradict  this  opinion, 

*>  Ox  pillars.  Some  imagine  these  words  are  used  to  express  the  great  size  and  strength  of 
the  old  Adites  ;4  and  then  they  should  be  translated,  who  were  0/  enortnous  stature.  But  the 
more  exact  commentators  take  the  passage  to  relate  to  the  sumptuous  palace  and  delightful 
gardens  built  and  made  by  Sheddad  the  son  of  Ad.  For  they  say  Ad  left  two  sons,  Sheddad 
and  Sheddid,  who  reigned  jointly  after  his  decease,  and  extended  their  power  over  the  greater 
part  of  the  world :  but  Sheddid  dying,  his  brother  became  sole  monarch  ;  who,  having  heard 
of  the  celestial  paradise,  made  a  garden  in  imitation  thereof,  in  the  deserts  of  Aien,  and 
Lilled  it  Irem,  after  the  name  of  his  great-grandfather:  when  it  was  finished  he  set  c  it,  with  a 
great  attendance,  to  take  a  view  of  it ;  but  when  they  were  come  within  a  day's  journey  of  the 
place,  they  were  all  destroyed  by  a  terrible  noise  from  heaven.  Al  Beidawi  adds  that  one 
Abdallah  Ebn  Kelabah  (whom,  after  D'Herbelot,  I  have  elsewhere  named  Colabah)^  acci- 
dentally hit  on  this  wonderful  place,  as  he  was  seeking  a  camel. 

^  If  we  suppose  the  preceding  words  to  relate  to  the  vast  stature  of  the  Adites,  these  must  be 
translated.  The  like  o/whom  hath  not  been  created,  &c, 

^  The  learned  Greaves,  in  his  translation  of  Abulfeda's  description  of  Arabia,^  has  falsely 

i  See  cap.  51,  p.  387.  2  Al  Zamakh.  3  Al  Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddin.  4  Idem.  Sse  the 
Prelim.  Disc.  p.  5.  5  Prelim.  Disc.  p.  5.  6  p.  43.    It  was  published  by  Dr.  Hudson,  in 

the  third  vol.  of  the  Geographiae  Veteris  S:riptor.  Gr.  minor, 
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vvitli  Pharaoh,  the  contriver  of  the  stakes  :®  who  had  behaved  insolently 
in  the  earth,  and  multiplied  corruption  therein  ?  Wherefore  thy  Lord 
poured  on  them  various  kinds^  of  chastisement :  for  thy  Lord  is  surely 
in  a  watch-tower,  whence  he  observeth  the  actions  of  tnen.  Moreover 
man,  when  his  LORD  trieth  him  by  prosperity,  and  honoureth  him,  and 
is  bounteous  unto  him,  saith,  My  Lord  honoureth  me  :  but  when  he 
proveth  him  by  afflictions,  and  withholdeth  his  provisions  from  him,  he 
saith.  My  Lord  despiseth  me.  By  no  means  :«  but  ye  honour  not  the 
orphan,  neither  do  ye  excite  one  another  to  feed  the  poor ;  and  ye  devour 
the  inheritance  of  the  weak^  with  undistinguishing  greediness  ;  and  ye 
love  riches,  with  much  affection.  By  no  means  should  ye  do  thus.  When 
the  earth  shall  be  minutely  ground  to  dust ;  and  thy  LORD  shall  come, 
and  the  angels  rank  by  rank ;  and  hell,  on  that  day,  shall  be  brought 
nigh  •}  on  that  day  shall  man  call  to  remembrance  his  evil  deeds ;  but 
how  shall  remembrance  avail  him  ?  He  shall  say,  Would  to  GOD  that 
I  had  heretofore  done  good  works  in  my  lifetime  !^  On  that  day  none 
shall  punish  with  his  punishment ;  nor  shall  any  bind  with  his  bonds.' 

0  thou  soul  which  art  at  rest,™  return  unto  thy  Lord,  well  pleased  with 
thy  reward,  ajid  well  pleasing  wtto  God:  enter  among  my  servants ; 
and  enter  my  paradise. 

rendered  these  words,  which  are  there  quoted,  Quihus petrce  vallis  responutm  dederMttt,  i.e.. 

To  ivhojn  the  rocks  of  the  valley  returned  answer :  which  slip  being  made  by  so  great  a  man, 

1  do  not  at  all  wonder  that  La  Roque,  and  Petis  de  la  Croix,  from  whose  Latin  version,  and 
with  whose  assistance,  La  Roque  made  his  French  translation  of  the  aforesaid  treatise,  have 
been  led  into  the  same  mistake,  and  rendered  those  words,  A  qui  les  pierres  de  la  vaUe 
rendirent  7eponse.'^  The  valley  here  meant,  say  the  commentators,^  is  Wadi'lkora,  lying 
about  one  day's  journey^  (not  five  and  upwards,  as  Abulfeda  will  have  it)  from  al  Hejr. 

®  See  chapter  38,  p.  340. 

f  The  original  word  signifies  a  mixture,  and  also  a  scourge  of  platted  thongs  :  whence  some 
suppose  the  chastisement  0/  this  life  is  here  represented  by  scourge,  and  intimated  to  be  as 
much  lighter  than  that  of  the  next  life,  as  scourgifig  is  lighter  than  death. ^ 

e  For  worldly  prosperity  or  adversity  is  not  a  certain  mark  either  of  the  favour  or  disfavoui 
of  God. 

h  Not  suffering  women  or  young  children  to  have  any  share  in  the  inheritance  of  their 
husbands  or  parents.     See  chapter  4,  p.  54. 

»  There  is  a  tradition  that  at  the  last  day  hell  will  be  dragged  towards  the  tribunal  by  70,000 
halters,  each  halter  being  hauled  by  70,000  angels,  and  that  it  Avill  come  with  great  roaring  and 
fury.  5 

k  Or,  for  this  my  latter  life. 

1  i.e.,  None  shall  be  able  to  punish  or  to  bind,  as  GoD  shall  then  punish  and  bind  the  wicked.6 

"'  Some  expound  this  of  the  soul,  which,  having,  by  pursuing  the  concatenation  of  natural 
causes,  raised  itself  to  the  knowledge  of  that  Being  which  produced  them,  and  exists  of  neces- 
sity, rests  fully  contented,  or  acqzdesces  in  the  knowledge  of  him,  and  the  contemplation  of  his 
perfections.  By  this  the  reader  will  observe  that  the  Mohammedans  are  no  strangers  to 
Quietism.  Others,  however,  understand  the  words  of  the  soul,  which,  having  attained  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth,  rests  satisfied,  and  relies  securely  thereon,  undisturbed  by  doubts  ;  or 
of  the  soul  which  is  secure  of  its  salvation,  and  free  from  fear  or  sorrow.  7 

1  Descr.   de  I'Arabie,  mise  Jl  la  suite  du  Voyage  de  la  Palestine,  par  La  Roque,  p.  35. 

*  Jallalo'ddin,  al  Beidawi.  3  Ebn  Hawkal,  apud  Abulf.  ubi  sup.     Geogr.  Nub.  p.  iia 

*  Al  BeidawL        ^  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin.        ^  Idem.        7  Al  Beidawi 
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CHAPTER  XC. 

ENTITLED,   THE   TERRITORY  ;  REVEALED   AT   MECCA. 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

T  SWEAR"  by  this  territory"  (and  thou,  O  prophet,  residest  in  this 
■*•  territory),^  and  by  the  begetter,  and  that  which  he  hath  begotten  ;'i 
verily  we  have  created  man  in  misery.^  Doth  he  think  that  none  shall 
prevail  over  him?'  He  saith,  I  have  wasted  plenty  of  riches.*  Doth 
he  think  that  none  seeth  him  ?  Have  we  not  made  him  two  eyes,  and  a 
tongue,  and  two  lips  ;  and  shown  him  the  two  highways  of  good  and 
evil?  Yet  he  attempteth  not  the  cliff.  What  shall  make  thee  to  under- 
stand what  the  cliff  is  ?  It  is  to  free  the  captive  ;  or  to  feed,  in  the  day 
of  famine,  the  orphan  who  is  of  kin,  or  the  poor  man  who  lieth  on  the 
ground.  Whoso  doth  this,  and  is  one  of  those  who  believe,  and  recom- 
mend perseverance  unto  each  other,  and  recommend  mercy  unto  each 
other  ;  these  shall  be  the  companions  of  the  right  hand."  But  they  who 
shall  disbeheve  our  signs,  shall  be  the  companions  of  the  left  hand  * 
above  them  shall  be  arched  fire. 


CHAPTER.   XCI. 

ENTITLED,  THE  SUN  ;  REVEALED  AT  MECCA. 

IN   THE   NA!\IK  OF  THE   MOST   MERCIFUL   GOD. 

TI)  Y  the  sun,  and  its  rising  brightness ;  by  the  moon,  when  she  fol- 
•*-'  loweth  him  ;>'  by  the  day,  when  it  showeth  his  splendour  ;  by  the 
night,  when  it  covereth  him  with  darkness ;  by  the  heaven,  and  him 
who  built  it ;  by  the  earth,  and  him  who  spread  it  forth  ;  by  the  soul, 
and  him  who  completely  formed  it,  and  inspired  into  the  same  its 
faculty  of  distinguishi7tg,  and poiver  of  choosing,  wickedness  and  piety : 

"  Or,  /  zvill  not  swear,  &c.     See  chapter  56,  p.  ^98,  note  "". 

"  viz. ,  The  sacred  territory  of  Mecca. 

P  Or,  Thoushalt  be  allowed  to  do  ivJint  thou  pleasest  in  this  territory ;  the  words,  in  this 
sense,  importing  a  promise  of  that  absohite  power  which  Mohammed  attained  on  the  taking  ol 
Mecca.l 

q  Some  understand  these  words  generally ;  others  of  Adam  or  Abraham,  and  of  their  offspring, 
and  of  Mohammed  in  particular.2 

'■  Or,  to  trouble.  This  pas.sage  was  revealed  to  comfort  the  prophet  under  the  persecutions 
of  the  Koreish.3 

*  Some  expositors  take  a  particular  person  to  be  here  intended,  who  was  one  of  Mohammed's 
most  inveterate  adversaries  ;  as  al  Walid  Ebn  al  Mogheira  ;4  others  suppose  Abu'l  Ashadd  Ebn 
Calda  to  be  the  man,  who  was  so  very  strong,  that  a  large  skin  being  spread  under  his  feet,  and 
ten  men  pulling  at  it,  thej^  could  not  make  him  fall,  though  they  tore  the  skin  to  pieces-^J 

*  In  a  vain  and  ostentatious  manner,  or  in  opposing  of  Mohammed. ^ 
"  See  chapter  56,  p.  396. 

^  See  ibid. 

y  i.e..  When  she  rises  just  after  him,  as  she  does  at  the  beginning  of  the  month  ;  or  when  she 
sets  after  him,  as  happens  when  she  is  a  little  past  the  full. 7 

1  Idsm.        2  Idem.         3  Idem.         4  Al  ZamaVh.         5  Al  Beldawi.         6  Idem.        7  Idem. 

3S 


44^  AL  KORAN.  ch\p.  xcii. 

now  is  he  who  hath  purified  the  same,  happy ;  but  he  who  hath  cor- 
rupted  the  same,  is  miserable.  Thamud  accused  their  prophet  Saleh 
of  imposture,  through  the  excess  of  their  wickedness :  when  the  wretch* 
among  them  was  sent  to  slay  the  camel j  and  the  apostle  of  God  said 
unto  them,  Let  alone  the  camel  of  God  ;  and  hinder  not  her  drinking. 
But  they  charged  him  with  imposture ;  and  they  slew  her.  Where- 
fore their  Lord  destroyed  them,  for  their  crime,  and  made  their  punish- 
ment equal  unto  them  all:  and  he  feareth  not  the  issue  thereof. 


CHAPTER   XCII. 

ENTITLED,  THE  NIGHT  ;    REVEALED  AT  MECCA. 

IN   THE  NAME  OF  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

BY  the  night,  when  it  covereth  all  things  with  darkness ;  by  the  day, 
when  it  shineth  forth  ;  by  him  who  hath  created  the  male  and 
the  female :  verily  your  endeavour  is  different.  Now  whoso  is  obedient, 
and  feareth  God,  and  professeth  the  truth  of  that  faith  which  is  most 
excellent  ;  unto  him  will  we  facilitate  the  way  to  happiness  :  but  whoso 
shall  be  covetous,  and  shall  be  wholly  taken  up  with  this  world,  and 
shall  deny  the  truth  of  that  which  is  most  excellent ;  unto  him  will  we 
facilitate  the  way  to  misery  ;  and  his  riches  shall  not  profit  him,  when 
he  shall  fall  headlong  into  hell.  Verily  unto  us  appertaineth  the  direc- 
tion of  mankind:  and  ours  is  the  life  to  come  and  the  present  life. 
Wherefore  I  threaten  you  with  fire  which  burneth  fiercely,  which  none 
shall  enter  to  be  burned  except  the  most  wretched ;  who  shall  have 
disbelieved,  and  turned  back.  But  he  who  strictly  bewareth  idolatry 
and  j'ebellion,  shall  be  removed  far  from  the  same  ;  who  i^iveth  his 
substance  in  alms,  and  by  whom  no  benefit  is  bestowed  on  any,  that  it 
may  be  recompenced,  but  who  bestoweth  the  same  for  the  sake  of  his 
Lord,  the  most  High:'^  and  hereafter  he  shall  be  well  satisfied  with 
his  reward. 


CHAPTER   XCIIL 

ENTITLED,  THE  BRIGHTNESS  ;    REVEALED  AT  MECCA. 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

Y  the  brightness  of  the   morningj^  and  by  the  night,  when  it 
groweth  dark :  thy  Lord  hath  not  forsaken  thee,  neither  doth  he 

«  viz.,  Kediir  Ebn  Salef.     See  chapter  7,  p.  112,  and  chapter  54,  p.  393. 

a  Jallalo'ddin  thinks  this  whole  description  belongs  peculiarly  to  Abu  Beer :  for  when  he  had 
purchased  Belal,  the  Ethiopian  (afterwards  the  prophet's  Muedhdhin,  or  crier  to  prayers),  who 
had  been  put  to  the  rack  on  account  of  hii  faith,  the  infidels  said  he  did  it  only  out  of  a  view 
of  interest ;  upon  which  this  passage  was  revealed. 

b  The  original  word  properly  signifies  the  bright  part  of  the  day,  when  'ihe  sun  shines  full  out, 
three  or  four  hours  after  it  is  risen. 


B 
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hate  thee.*^  Verily  the  life  to  come  shall  be  better  for  thee  than  this 
present  life  :  and  thy  Lord  shall  give  thee  a  reward  wherewith  thou 
shalt  be  well  pleased.  Did  he  not  find  thee  an  orphan,  and  hath  he 
not  taken  care  of  thee  ?  And  did  he  not  find  thee  wandering  in  error, 
and  hath  he  not  guided  thee  into  the  truth  ?  And  did  he  not  find  thee 
needy,  and  hath  he  not  enriched  thee  f  Wherefore  oppress  not  the 
orphan  ;  neither  repulse  the  beggar  :  but  declare  the  goodness  of  thy 
Lord, 


CHAPTER  XCIV. 
ENTITLED,   HAVE  WE  NOT  OPENED  ;    REVEALED  AT  MECCA. 

IN    THE   NAME   OF   THE    MOST   MERCIFUL   GOD. 

T_T  AVE  we  not  opened  thy  breast  ;*^  and  eased  thee  of  thy  burden/ 
■*-  -^  which  galled  thy  back  ;  and  raised  thy  reputation  for  thee  ? 
Verily  a  difficulty  shall  be  atieiided  with  ease.  Verily  a  diffici;Uy  shall 
be  attended  with  ease.  When  thou  shalt  have  ended  thy  preaching, 
labour  to  serve  God  in  return  for  his  favours  j^  and  make  thy  sup- 
plication unto  thy  LORD. 


CHAPTER   XCV. 

ENTITLED,  THE   FIG  ;    WHERE   IT  WAS  REVEALED   IS   DISPUTED. 

IN    THE   NAME   OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL   GOD. 

T3  Y  the  fig,  and  the  olive ;«  and  by  Mount  Sinai,  and  this  territory  of 

*  It  is  related  that  no  revelation  having  been  vouchsafed  to  Mohammed  for  several  days,  in 
answer  to  some  questions  put  to  him  by  the  Koreish,  because  he  had  confidently  promised  to 
resolve  them  the  next  day,  without  adding  the  exception,  if  it  please  GoD,l  or  because  he  had 
repulsed  an  importunate  beggar,  or  else  because  a  dead  puppy  lay  under  his  seat,  or  for  some 
other  reason  ;  his  enemies  said  that  God  had  left  him  :  whereupon  this  chapter  was  sent  down 
for  his  consolation.2 

<*  By  disposing  and  enlarging  it  to  receive  the  truth,  and  wisdom,  and  prophecy ;  or,  by  free- 
ing thee  from  uneasiness  and  ignorance  ?  This  passage  is  thought  to  intimate  the  opening  of 
Mohammed's  heart,  in  his  infancy,  or  when  he  took  his  journey  to  heaven,  by  the  angel  Gabriel ; 
who  having  wrung  out  the  black  drop,  or  seed  of  original  sin,  washed  and  cleansed  the  same, 
and  filled  it  with  wisdom  and  faith  :3  but  some  think  it  relates  to  the  occasion  of  the  preceding 
chapter.  4 

®  i.e..  Of  thy  sins  committed  before  thy  mission  ;  or  of  thy  ignorance,  or  trouble  of  mind. 

f  Or  IVhen  tJion  shalt  have  finished  thy  prayer,  labour  in  preaching  the  faith.5 

6  God,  say  the  commentators,  swears  by  these  two  fruits,  because  of  their  great  uses  and 
virtues :  for  the  lig  is  wholesome  and  of  easy  digestion,  and  physically  good  to  carry  oH 
phlegm,  and  gravel  in  the  kidneys  or  bladder,  and  to  remove  obstructions  of  the  liver  and 
spleen,  and  also  cures  the  piles  and  the  gout,  &c. ;  the  olive  produces  oil,  which  is  not  only 

1  See  cap.  18,  p.  219  '  Al  EeidSwi,  Jallaloddin.  3  Al  Beidawi,  Yahya.     Vide  Abulf 

Vit.  l\^oh.  p.  8  and  33 ;  Frid.  T.i'e  of  Moha-nat.  p.  105,  &c.         4  Al  Beidawi.        6  Idem. 
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security  :**  verily  we  created  man  of  a  most  excellent  fabric  ;  afterwards 
we  rendered  him  the  vilest  of  the  vile  ■}  except  those  who  believe  and 
work  righteousness ;  for  they  shall  receive  an  endless  reward.  What 
therefore  shall  cause  thee  to  deny  the  day  ^judgment  after  thisf^  Is 
not  Gop  the  most  wise  judge  ? 


CHAPTER    XCVI. 
ENTITLED,  CONGEALED   BLOOD  ;    REVEALED  AT  MECCA.' 

IN   THE  NAME  OF  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

READ,  in  the  name  of  thy  Lord,  who  hath  created  all  tkiiigs;  who 
hath  created  man  of  congealed  blood."^  Read,  by  thy  most 
beneficent  Lord  ;"  who  taught  the  use  of  the  pen  ;  who  teacheth  man 
that  which  he  knoweth  not.  Assuredly.  Verily  man  becometh  insolent, 
because  he  seeth  himself  abound  in  riches.*'  Verily  unto  thy  LORD 
shall  be  the  return  of  all.  What  thinkest  thou  as  to  him  who  forbiddeth 
our  servant,  when  he  prayeth .??  What  thinkest  thou  ;  if  he  follov/  the 
right  direction  ;  or  command  piety  ?  What  thinkest  thou  ;  if  he  accuse 

excellent  to  eat,  but  otherwise  useful  for  the  compounding  of  ointments  ;1  the  wood  of  the  olive- 
tree,  moreover,  is  good  for  cleansing  the  teeth,  preventing  their  growing  rotten,  and  giving  a 
good  odour  to  the  mouth,  for  which  reason  the  prophets,  and  Mohammed  in  particular,  made 
use  of  no  other  for  toothpicks.  2 

Some,  however,  suppose  that  these  words  do  not  mean  the  fruits  or  trees  above  mentioned, 
but  two  mountains  in  the  holy  land,  where  they  grow  in  plenty  ;  or  else  the  temple  of  Damascus 
and  that  at  Jerusalem.3 

'i  viz..  The  territory  of  Mecca.^  These  words  seem  to  argue  the  chapter  to  have  been 
revealed  there. 

» i.f..  As  the  commentators  generally  expound  this  passage.  We  created  vian  of  comely 
proportion  of  body,  and  great  perfection  of  viind ;  and  yet  we  have  doomed  him,  in  case  of 
disobedie?tce,  to  he  an  inhabitant  of  hell.  Some,  however,  understand  the  words  of  the  vigorous 
constitution  of  man  in  the  prime  and  strength  of  his  age,_  and  of  his  miserable  decay  when  he 
becomes  old  and  decrepit :  but  they  seeni  rather  to  intimate  the  perfect  state  of  happiness 
wherein  man  was  originally  created,  and  his  fall  from  thence,  in  consequence  of  Adam's  dis- 
obedience, to  a  state  of  misery  in  this  world,  and  becoming  liable  to  one  infinitely  more  miser.ible 
in  the  next. 5 

^  Some  suppose  these  words  directed  to  Mohammed,  and  others  to  man  in  general,  by  way 
of  apostrophe. 

1  The  first  five  verses  of  this  chapter,  ending  with  the  words,  IVho  taught  man  tJiat  ivhich 
he  knew  not,  are  generally  allowed  to  be  the  first  passage  of  the  Koran  which  was  revealed, 
though  some  give  this  honour  to  the  seventy-fourth  chapter,  and  others  to  the  first,  the  ne.\", 
they  say,  being  the  sixty-eighth._ 

"^  All  men  being  created  of  thick  or  concreted  blood.^  except  onlj'  Adam,  Eve,  and  Jesus.7 

"  These  words,  containing  a  repetition  of  the  command,  are  supposed  to  be  a  reply  to 
Mohammed,  who,  in  answer  to  the  former  words  spoken  by  the  angel,  had  declared  that  he 
could  not  read,  being  perfectly  illiterate  ;  and  intimate  a  promise  that  God,  who  had  inspired 
man  with  the  art  of  wTiting,  would  graciously  remedy  this  defect  in  him.8 

0  The  commentators  agree  the  remaining  part  of  the  chapter  to  have  been  revealed  against 
Abu  jahl,  Mohammed's  great  adversary. 

P  For  Abu  Jahl  threatened  that  if  he  caught  Mohammed  in  the  act  of  adoration,  he  would 
set  his  foot  on  his  neck  ;  but  when  he  came  and  saw  him  in  that  posture,  he  suddenly  turned 
baclc  as  in  a  fright,  and,  being  asked  what  was  the  matter,  said  there  was  a  ditch  of  fire  beiweec 
himself  and  Mohammed,  and  a  terrible  appearance  of  troops,  to  defend  him. 9 

1  Idem,  al  Zamakh.  2  Al  Zamakh.  3  Idem,  Yahya,  al  Beidawi,  Jalial.  <  See  the 
Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  ^  Vide  Marracc.  in  loc.  p.  809.  6  See  cap.  22,  p.  250.  "'  Yahya 
*  Al  BeidawL        *  Idem. 
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the  divine  revelations  of  falsehood,  and  turn  his  back  ?  Doth  he  not 
know  that  God  seeth  ?  Assuredly.  Verily,  if  he  forbear  not,  we  will 
drag  him  by  the  forelock,i  the  lying,  sinful  forelock.  And  let  him  call 
his  council  to  his  assistance :  we  also  will  call  the  infernal  guards  to 
cast  him  into  hell.  Assuredly.  Obey  him  not  :  but  continue  to  adore 
God;  and  draw  nigh  tmto  hitn. 


CHAPTER  XCVII. 
ENTITLED,  AL  KADR  ;  WHERE  IT  WAS  REVEALED  IS  DISPUTED. 

IN   THE  NAME  OF  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

"XTERILY  we  sent  down  the  Koran  in  the  night  of  al  Kadr."  And 
^  what  shall  make  thee  understand  how  excellent  the  night  of  al 
Kadr  is  ?  The  night  of  al  Kadr  is  better  than  a  thousand  months. 
Therein  do  the  angels  descend,  and  the  spirit  Gabriel  also,  by  the 
permission  of  their  Lord,  with  his  decrees  concerning  every  matter.^ 
It  is  peace,  until  the  rising  of  the  morn. 


CHAPTER    XCVIII. 

ENTITLED,  THE  EVIDENCE  '^  WHERE  IT  WAS  REVEALED  IS  DISPUTED. 

IN    THE   NAME   OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL  GOD. 

npHE  unbelievers  among  those  to  whom  the  scriptures  were  given, 
•*■     and  among  the  idolaters,  did  not  stagger,'^  until  the  clear  evidence^ 

1  See  chapter  ir,  p.  164,  note  ". 

''  i.e.,  The  council  or  assembly  of  the  principal  Meccans,  the  far  greater  part  of  whom  adhered 
to  Abu  Jahl. 

*  The  word  al  Kadr  signifies  power,  and  honour  or  dignity,  and  also  the  divine  decree ; 
and  the  night  is  so  named  either  from  its  excellence  above  all  other  nights  in  the  year,  or  be- 
ca_use,_as  the  Mohammedans  believe,  the  divine  decrees  for  the  ensuing  year  are  annually  on 
this  night  fixed  and  settled,  or  taken  from  t\\Q  preserved  table  by  God's  throne,  and  given  to 
the  angels  to  be  executed.!  On  this  night  Mohammed  received  his  first  revelations  ;  when  the 
Koran,  say  the  commentators,  was  sent  down  from  the  aforesaid  table,  entire  and  in  one  volume, 
to  the  lowest  heaven,  from  whence  Gabriel  revealed  it  to  Mohammed  by  parcels,  as  occasion 
required. 

The  Moslem  doctors  are  not  agreed  where  to  fix  the  night  of  al  Kadr ;  the  greater  part  are 
of  opinion  that  it  is  one  of  the  ten  last  nights  of  Ramadan,  and,  as  is  commonly  believed,  the 
seventh  of  those  nights,  reckoning  backwards  ;  by  which  means  it  will  fall  between  the  23rd  and 
24th  days  of  that  month. 2 

*  See  the  preceding  note,  and  chapter  44,  p.  367. 

^  Some  entitle  this  chapter,  from  the  first  words.  Did  not, 

*  i.e.,  Did  not  waver  in  their  religion,  or  in  their  promises  to  follow  the  truth,  when  an  aposl!« 
should  come  unto  them.  ^  For  the  commentators  pretend  that  before  the  appearance  of  Moham- 
med, the  Jews  and  Christians,  as  well  as  the  worshippers  of  idols,  unanimously  believed  and 
expected  the  coming  of  that  prophet,  until  which  time  they  declared  they  would  persevere  in 
their  respective  religions,  and  then  would  follow  him  ;  but  when  he  came,  they  rejected  him 
through  envy.3 

7  viz.,  Mohammed,  or  the  Koi.'in. 

1  See  cap.  44,  p.  367.        2  Al  Zamakh.,  al  Bcidawi,  Jallalo'ddin.        3  idem. 
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had  come  unto  them :  an  apostle  from  GoD,  rehearsing  unto  them  pure 
books  of  revelations ;  wherein  are  contained  right  discourses.  Neither 
were  they  unto  whom  the  scriptures  were  given  divided  among  them- 
selves, until  after  the  clear  evidence  had  come  unto  them.*  And  they 
were  commanded  no  other  in  the  scriptures  than  to  worship  God, 
exhibiting  unto  him  the  pure  religion,  and  being  orthodox  ;  and  to  be 
constant  at  prayer,  and  to  give  alms  :^  and  this  is  the  right  religion. 
Verily  those  who  believe  not,  among  those  who  have  received  the 
scriptures,  and  among  the  idolaters,  shall  be  cast  into  the  fire  of  hell, 
to  remain  therein  for  ever.  These  are  the  worst  of  creatures.  But 
they  who  believe,  and  do  good  works  ;  these  are  the  best  of  creatures  : 
their  reward  with  their  LORD  shall  be  gardens  of  perpetual  abode, 
through  which  rivers  flow ;  they  shall  remain  therein  for  ever.  God 
will  be  well  pleased  in  them ;  and  they  shall  be  well  pleased  in  him. 
This  is  prepared  for  him  who  shall  fear  his  Lord. 


CHAI^TER    XCIX 

ENTITLED,   THE   EARTHQUAKE  ;  WHERE   IT  WAS   REVEALED   IS 

DISPUTED. 

IN  THE   NAME  OF   THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

WHEN  the  earth  shall  be  shaken  by  an  earthquake  -^  and  the  earth 
shall  cast  forth  her  burdens  f  and  a  man  shall  say.  What  aileth 
her?  On  that  day  the  earth  shall  declare  her  tidings,  for  that  thy 
Lord  will  inspire  her.*^  On  that  day  men  shall  go  forward  in  distinct 
classes,  that  they  may  behold  their  works.  And  whoever  shall  have 
wrought  good  of  the  weight  of  an  ant,*  shall  behold  the  same.  And 
whoever  shall  have  wrought  evil  of  the  weight  of  an  ant,  shall  behold 
the  same. 

«  But  when  the  promised  apostle  was  sent,  and  the  truth  became  manifest  to  them,  they  with- 
stood the  clearest  conviction,  differing  from  one  another  in  their  opinions  ;  some  believing  and 
acknowledging  Mohammed  to  be  the  prophet  foretold  in  the  scriptures,  and  others  denying  it.l 

a  But  these  divine  precepts  in  the  law  and  the  gospel  have  they  corrupted,  changed,  and 
violated. 2 

^  This  earthquake  will  happen  at  the  first,  or,  as  others  say,  at  the  second  blast  of  the 
trumpet. 3 

*^  viz..  The  treasures  and  dead  bodies  within  it.* 

'^  i.e..  Will  inform  all  creatures  of  the  occasion  of  her  trembling,  and  casting  forth  her  trea- 
sures and  her  dead,  by  the  circumstances  which  shall  immediately  attend  them.  Some  say  the 
earth  will,  at  the  last  day,  be  miraculously  enabled  to  speak,  and  will  give  evidence  of  the 
actions  of  her  inhabitants.5 

*  See  chapter  4,  p.  58,  note  7. 

1  Idem.  2  Idem.         3  Al  Zamakh.,  al  Beidawi.     See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  65 

•  Sec  cap.  84,  p.  441.        5  Al  Beidawi.     ."^ee  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Segt.  IV. 
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CHAPTER    C. 

ENTITLED,  THE  WAR-HORSES  WHICH  RUN  SWIFTLY  ;  WHERE  IT  WAS 
REVEALED  IS  DISI  UTED. 

IN  THE  NAMB  OF  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

BY  the  war-horses  which  run  swiftly  to  the  battle,  with  a  panting 
noise ;  and  by  those  which  strike  fire,  by  dashing  their  hoofs 
against  the  stones  j  and  by  those  which  make  a  sudden  incursion  on 
the  enemy  early  in  the  morning,  and  therein  raise  the  dust,  and  therein 
pass  through  the  midst  of  the  adverse  troops  :'  verily  man  is  ungrateful 
unto  his  Lord  ;  and  he  is  witness  thereof :  and  he  is  immoderate  in 
the  love  of  worldly  good.  Doth  he  not  know,  therefore,  when  that 
which  is  in  the  graves  shall  be  taken  forth  and  that  which  is  in  meris 
breasts  shall  be  brought  to  light,  that  their  LORD  willy  on  that  day,  be 
fully  informed  concerning  them  ? 


CHAPTER    CI. 

ENTITLED,  THE   STRIKING  ;    REVEALED  AT  MECCA. 

IN   THE  NAME  OF  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

'"PHE  Striking  1^  What  is  the  striking?  And  what  shall  make  thet 
-*•  to  understand  how  terrible  the  striking  will  be?  On  that  day 
men  shall  be  like  moths  scattered  abroad,  and  the  mountains  shall 
become  like  carded  wool  of  various  colours  driven  by  the  wind.  More- 
over he  whose  balance  shall  be  heavy  with  good  works,  shall  lead  a 
pleasing  life  :  but  as  to  him  whose  balance  shall  be  light,  his  dwelling 
^hall  be  the  pit  of  heliy  What  shall  make  thee  to  understand  how 
frightful  the  pit  of  hell  is  f    It  is  a  burning  fire. 

f  Some  will  have  it  that  not  horses,  but  the  camels  which  went  to  the  battle  of  Bedr,  are 
meant  in  this  passage.!  Others  interpret  all  the  parts  of  the  cath  of  the  hurran  soul  ;2  but 
their  explications  seem  a  little  forced,  and  therefore  I  choose  to  omit  them.  _ 

%  This  is  one  of  the  names  or  epithets  given  to  the  last  day,  because  it  will  strike  the  hearts 
of  all  creat'iires  with  terror.^ 

h  The  original  word  Hawiyat  is  the  name  of  the  lowest  dungeon  of  hell,  and  properly  signifiej 
a  deep  pit  or  gulf. 

1  Yahya,  ex  trad.  Ali  Ebn  Abi  Taleb.        2  Al  Beidawi.        3  idem,  Jallalo'ddin. 
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CHAPTER   CII. 

ENTITLED,    THE    EMULOUS    DESIRE    OF    MULTIPLYING  J    WHERE    IT 
WAS  REVEALED   IS  DISPUTED. 

IN   THE  NAME  OF  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 


'X'HE  emulous  desire  of  multiplying  riches  and  children  employeth 
-*■  you,  until  ye  visit  the  graves.*  By  no  means  should  ye  thus 
employ  your  time:  hereafter  shall  ye  knovf  yotcr  folly.  Again,  By  no 
means  :  hereafter  shall  ye  Vxio\i  your  folly.  By  no  means  :  if  ye  knew 
the  consequence  hereof  with  certainty  of  knowledge,  ye  would  not  act 
thus.  Verily  ye  shall  see  hell :  again,  ye  shall  surely  see  it  with  the  eye 
of  certainty.  Then  shall  ye  be  examined,  on  that  day,  concerning  the 
pleasures  with  which  ye  have  amused  yourselves  in  this  life. 


CHAPTER   Cni. 
ENTITLED,  THE  AtTERNOON  ;  REVEALED  AT  MECCA. 

IN   THE  NAME  OF  THE   MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

TDY  the  afternoon;^  verily  man  employeth  hi^nselfm  that  which  will 
^  prove  of  loss  :  except  those  who  believe,  and  do  that  which  is 
right ;  and  who  mutually  recommend  the  truth,  and  mutually  recom- 
mend perseverance  unto  each  other. 


W 


CHAPTER  CIV. 

ENTITLED,  THE  SLANDERER  ;   REVEALED  AT  MECCA. 

IN   THE   NAME   OF  THE  MOST   MERCIFUL  GOD. 

OE  unto  every  slanderer  and  backbiter  -}  who  heapeth  up  riches, 
and  prepareth  the  same_/^r  the  tijne  to  come  !    He  thinketh  that 


>  i.e..  Until  ye  die.  According  to  the  exposition  of  some  commentators,  the  words  should 
be  rendered  thus :  The  cotiteiidiiig  or  vicing  in  tnnnbers  ivhoUy  employeth  yoti,  so  tJuit  ye  visit 
even  the  graves,  to  number  the  dead :  to  explain  which,  they  relate  that  there  was  a  great 
dispute  and  contention  between  the  descendants  of  Abd  Menaf  and  the  descendants  of  Sahm, 
which  of  the  two  families  were  the  more  numerous ;  and  it  being  found,  on  calculation,  that 
the  children  of  Abd  Menaf  exceeded  those  of  Sahm,  the  Sahmites  said  that  their  numbers  had 
been  much  diminished  by  wars  in  the  time  of  ignorance,  and  insisted  that  the  dead,  as  well  as 
the  living,  should  be  taken  into  the  account ;  and  by  this  way  of  reckoning  they  were  found  to 
be  more  than  the  descendants  of  Abd  Menaf.l 

^  Or  the  time  from  the  sun's  declination  to  his  setting,  which  is  one  of  the  five  appointed 
limes  of  prayer.     The  original  word  also  signifies,  The  age,  or  time  in  general. 

This  passage  is  said  to  have  been  revealed  against  al  Akhnas  Ebn  Shoieik,  or  al  Walid  Fbn 

I  Ai  Zamakh.,  al  Beidawi,  JallaL 
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his  riches  will  render  him  immortal.  By  no  means.  He  shall  surely 
be  cast  into  al  Hotama."^  And  what  shall  cause  thee  to  understand 
what  al  Hotama  is  ?  It  is  the  kindled  fire  of  God  ;"  which  shall  mount 
above  the  hearts  of  those  who  shall  be  cast  therein.  Verily  it  shall  be 
as  an  arched  vault  above  them,  on  columns  of  vast  extent. 


CHAPTER  CV. 
ENTITLED,   THE  ELEPHANT;  REVEALED  AT  MECCA. 

IN   THE  NAME  OF  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

HAST  thou  not  seen  how  thy  LORD  dealt  with  the  masters  of  the 
elephant  ?**    Did  he  not  make  their  treacherous  design  an  occa- 

al  Mogheiia,  or  Omeyya  Ebn  Khalf,  who  were  all  guilty  of  slandering  others,  and  especially 
the  prophet.  1 

■"  Is  one  of  the  names  of  hell,  or  the  name  of  one  of  its  apartments  ;2  which  is  so  called  because 
it  will  break  in  pieces  whatever  shall  be  thrown  into  it. 

"  And  therefore  shall  not  be  extinguished  by  any.  3 

°  This  chapter  relates  to  the  following  piece  of  history,  which  is  famous  among  the  Arabs. 
Abraha  Ebn  al  Sabah,  surnamed  al  Ashram,  i.e.^  the  Slit-nosed,  king  or  viceroy  of  Yaman,  who 
was  au  Ethiopian,^  and  of  the  Christian  religion,  having  built  a  magnificent  church  at  Sanaa, 
with  a  design  to  draw  the  Arabs  to  go  in  pilgrimage  thither,  instead  of  visiting  the  temple  of 
Mecca,  the  Koreish,  observing  the  devotion  and  concourse  of  the  pilgrims  at  the  Caaba  began 
considerably  to  diminish,  sent  one  Nofail,  as  he  is  named  by  some,  of  the  tribe  of  Kenanah,  who 
getting  into  the  aforesaid  church  by  night,  defiled  the  altar  and  walls  thereof  with  his  excre- 
ments.  At  this  profanation  Abraha  being  highly  incensed,  vowed  the  destruction  of  the  Caaba, 
and  accordingly  set  out  against  Mecca  at  the  head  of  a  considerable  army,  wherein  were  several 
elephants,  which  he  had  obtained  of  the  king  of  Ethiopia,  their  numbers  being,  as  some  say, 
thirteen,  though  others  mention  but  one.  The  Meccans,  at  the  approach  of  so  considerable  a 
host,  retired  to  the  neighbouring  mountains,  being  unable  to  defend  their  city  or  temple  :  but 
God  himself  undertook  the  protection  of  both.  For  when  Abraha  drew  near  to  Mecca,  and 
would  have  entered  it,  the  elephant  on  which  he  rode,  which  was  a  very  large  one,  and  named 
Mahmud,  refused  to  advance  any  nigher  to  the  tov/n,  but  knelt  down  whenever  they  endeavoured 
to  force  him  that  way,  though  he  would  rise  and  march  briskly  enough  if  they  turned  him  to- 
wards any  other  quarter :  and  while  matters  were  in  this  posture,  on  a  sudden  a  large  flock  of 
birds,  like  swallows,  came  flying  from  the  sea  coast,  every  one  of  which  carried  three  stones, 
one  in  each  foot,  and  one  in  its  bill ;  and  these  stones  they  threw  down  upon  the  heads  of 
Abraha's  men,  certainly  killing  every  one  they  struck.  Then  God  sent  a  flood,  which  swept 
the  dead  bodies,  and  some  of  those  who  had  not  been  struck  by  the  stones,  into  the  sea :  the 
rest  fled  towards  Yaman,  but  perished  by  the  way ;  none  of  them  reaching  Sanaa,  except  only 
Abraha  himself,  who  died  soon  after  his  arrival  there,  being  struck  with  a  sort  of  plague  or 
putrefaction,  so  that  his  body  opened,  and  his  limbs  rotted  off  by  piecemeal.  It  is  said  that 
one  of  Abraha's  army,  named  Abu  Yacsum,  escaped  over  the  Red  Sea  into  Ethiopia,  and  going 
directly  to  the  king,  told  him  the  tragical  story  ;  and  upon  that  prince's  asking  him  what  sort 
of  birds  they  were  that  had  occasioned  such  a  destruction,  the  man  pointed  to  one  of  them, 
which  had  followed  him  all  the  way,  and  was  at  that  time  hovering  directly  over  his  head,  when 
immediately  the  bird  let  fall  the  stone,  and  struck  him  dead  at  the  king's  feet.5 

This  remarkable  defeat  of  Abraha  happened  vhe  very  year  Mohammed  was  born,  and  as  this 
chapter  was  revealed  before  the  Hejra,  and  within  fifty-four  years,  at  least,  after  it  came  to 
pass,  when  several  persons  who  could  have  detected  the  lie,  had  Mohammed  forged  this  story 
out  of  his  own  head,  were  alive,  it  seems  as  if  thore  was  really  something  extraordinary  in  the 
matter,  which  might,  by  adding  some  circumstances,  have  been  worked  up  into  a  miracle  to 
his  hands.  Marracci^  judges  the  whole  to  be  either  a  fable,  or  else  a  feat  of  some  evil  spirits, 
of  which  he  gives  a  parallel  instance,  as  he  thinks,  in  the  strange  defeat  of  Brennus,  when  he 
was  marching  to  attack  the  temple  of  Apollo  at  Delphi.?    Dr.  Prideaux  directly  charges  Mo- 

1  Idem.  2  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  72.  3  Al  Beidawi.  4  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  p.  8. 
5  Al  Zamakh.,  al  Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddin,  Abulf  Hist.  Gen.  &c.  See  Pi  id.  Life  of  Mahomet, 
p.  61,  &c.,  and  D'Herbel.  Bibl.  Orient.  Art.  Abrahah.  6  Refut.  in  Alcor.  p.  8^3.  f  fee 
rrid.  Connection,  part  ii.  book  i.  p.  25,  and  thp  authors  there  quoted. 
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sion  of  drawing  them  into  error ;  and  send  against  them  flocks  of  birds, 
Nvhich  cast  down  upon  them  stones  of  baked  clay  -^  and  render  them 
like  the  leaves  of  corn  eaten  by  cattle  f 


CHAPTER  CVI. 

ENTITLED,   KOREISH ;   REVEALED  AT  MECCA. 

IN   THE  NAME  OF   THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

■pOR  the  uniting  of  the  tribe  of  Koreish  -^  their  uniting  in  sending 
■*•    forth  the  caravan  of  merchants  and  purveyors^  in  winter  and 

hammed  with  coining  this  miracle,  notwithstanding  he  might  have  been  so  easily  disproved, 
and  supposes,  without  any  foundation,  that  this  chapter  might  not  have  been  published  till 
Othman  s  edition  of  the  Koran,l  which  was  many  years  after,  when  all  might  be  dead  who  could 
remember  anything  of  the  above-mentioned  war.2  But  Mohammed  had  no  occasion  to  coin  such 
a  miracle  himself,  to  gain  the  temple  of  Mecca  any  greater  veneration  :  the  Meccans  were  but 
too  superstitiously  fond  of  it,  and  obliged  him,  against  his  inclinations  and  original  design,  to 
make  it  the  chief  place  of  his  new  invented  worship.  I  cannot,  however,  but  observe  Dr. 
Prideaux's  partiality  on  this  occasion,  compared  with  the  favourable  reception  he  gives  to  the 
story  of  the  miraculous  overthrow  of  Brennus  and  his  army,  which  he  concludes  in  the  following 
words :  "  Thus  was  God  pleased  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner  to  execute  his  vengeance  upon 
those  sacrilegious  wretches  for  the  sake  of  religion  in  general,  how  false  and  idolatrous  soever 
that  particular  religion  was,  for  which  that  temple  at  Delphos  was  erected. "3  If  it  be  answered, 
that  the  Gauls  believed  the  religion,  to  the  devotions  of  which  that  temple  was  consecrated,  to 
be  true  (though  that  be  not  certain),  and  therefore  it  was  an  impiety  in  them  to  offer  violence  to 
it,  whereas  Abraha  acknowledged  not  the  holiness  of  the  Caaba,  or  the  worship  there  practised ; 
I  reply.  That  the  doctor,  on  occasion  of  Cambyses  being  killed  by  a  wound  he  accidentally 
received  in  the  same  part  of  the  body  where  he  had  before  mortally  wounded  the  Apis,  or  bull 
worshipped  by  the  Egyptians,  whose  religion  and  worship  that  prince  most  certainly  believed  to 
be  false  and  superstitious,  makes  the  same  reflection ;  "  The  Egyptians," says  he,  "reckoned  this 
as  an  especial  judgment  from  heaven  upon  him  for  that  fact,  and  perchance  they  were  not  much 
out  in  it :  for  it  seldom  happening  in  an  affront  given  to  any  mode  of  worship,  how  erroneous 
soever  it  may  be,  but  that  religion  is  in  general  wounded  hereby,  there  are  many  instances  in 
history,  wherein  God  hath  very  signally  punished  the  profanations  of  religion  in  the  worst  of 
times,  and  under  the  worst  modes  of  heathen  idolatry. "4 

P  These  stones  were  of  the  same  kind  with  those  by  which  the  Sodomites  were  destroyed, 5 
and  were  no  bigger  than  vetches,  though  they  fell  with  such  force  as  to  pierce  the  helmet  and 
the  man  through,  passing  out  at  his  fundament.  It  is  said  also  that  on  each  stone  was  written 
the  name  of  him  who  was  to  be  slain  by  it. 

q  Some  connect  these  words  with  the  following,  and  suppose  the  natural  order^  to  be.  Let 
thevi  serve  the  Lord  of  this  house,  for  the  uniting,  &c.  Others  connect  them  with  the  last 
words  of  the  preceding  chapter,  and  take  the  meaning  to  be,  that  God  had  so  destroyed  the 
army  of  Abrahay^r  the  uniting  of  tlu  Koreish,  &c.  And  the  last  opinion  is  confirmed  by  one 
copy,  mentioned  by  al  Beidawi,  wherein  this  and  the  preceding  make  but  one  chapter.  It  may 
not  be  amiss  to  observe,  that  the  tribe  of  Koieish,  the  most  noble  among  all  the  Arabians,  and 
of  which  was  Mohammed  himself,  were  the  posterity  of  Fehr,  surnamed  Koreish,  the  son  of 
Malec,  the  son  of  al  Nadr,  who  was  descended  in  a  right  line  from  Ismael.  Some  writers  say 
that  al  Nadr  bore  the  surname  of  Koreish,  but  the  more  received  opinion  is  that  it  was  his 
grandson  Fehr,  who  was  so  called  because  of  his  intrepid  boldness,  the  word  being  a  diminutive 
of  Karsh,  which  is  the  name  of  a  sea  monster,  very  strong  and  daring ;  though  there  be  other 
reasons  given  for  its  imposition. 6 

''  It  was  Hashem,  the  great-grandfather  of  Mohammed,  who  first  appointed  the  two  yearly 
caravans  here  mentioned  /  one  of  which  set  out  in  the  winter  for  Yaman,  and  the  other  in 
summer  for  Syria.  8 

I  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  III.  p.  45.  2  Prid.  Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  63,  64.  •  Prid. 
Connection,  in  the  place  above  cited.  <  Ibid,  part  i.  book  iii.  p.  173.  ^  See  cap.  11, 

n.  166.  6  Vide  Gagnier,  Vie  de  Mah.  t.  i,  p.  44  and  46.  7  See  lh«  Prelim.  Disc,  p  3. 

•  Al  Zamakh.,  Jallal.,  al  Beidawi. 
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summer  :  let  them  serve  the  Lord  of  this  house  ;  who  supplieth  them 
with  food  against  hunger,"  and  hath  rendered  them  secure  from  fear.* 


CHAPTER  CVII. 
ENTITLED,  NECESSARIES;    WHERE  IT  WAS  REVEALED  IS  DISPUTED. 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

"\  17" HAT  thinkest  thou  of  him  who  denieth  \hQfulure  judgment  as  a 
^  *  falsehood .''  It  is  he  who  pusheth  away  the  orphan  '^  and  stirreth 
not  up  others  to  feed  the  poor.  Woe  be  unto  those  who  pray,  and  who 
are  negligent  at  their  prayer ;  who  play  the  hypocrites,  and  deny  neces- 
saries'' to  the  needy. 


CHAPTER  CVIII. 

ENTITLED,  AL  CAWTHAR  ;   REVEALED   AT   MECCA.' 

IN   THE   NAME  OF  THE  MOST   MERCIFUL  GOD. 

"l /"ERILY  we  have  given  thee  al  Cawthar."    Wherefore  pray  unto  thy 

*  By  means  of  the  aforesaid  caravans  of  purveyors ;  or,  Who  supplied  them  with  food  in 
titne  of  a  fatniiie,  which  those  of  Mecca  had  suffered.l 

*  By  delivering  them  from  Abraha  and  his  troops  ;  or,  by  making  the  territory  of  Mecca  a 
place  of  security. 

"  The  person  here  intended,  according  to  some,  w^as  Abu  Jahl,  who  turned  away  an  orphan, 
to  whom  he  was  guardian,  and  who  came  to  him  naked,  and  asked  for  some  relief  out  ot  his 
own  money.  Some  say  it  was  Abu  Sofian,  who,  having  killed  a  camel,  when  an  orphan  begged 
a  piece  of  the  flesh,  beat  him  away  with  his  staff;  and  others  think  it  was  al  Walid  Ebn  al 
Mogheira,  &c. 

*  The  original  word  al  Maun  properly  signifies  utensils,  or  whatever  is  of  necessary  use,  as  a 
hatchet,  a  pot,  a  dish,  and  a  needle,  to  which  some  add  a  bucket  and  a  hand-tnill ;  or, 
according  to  a  tradition  of  Ayesha,  ^r^,  water,  and  salt ;  and  this  signification  it  bore  in  the 
time  of  ignorance  :  but  since  the  establishment  of  the  RIohammedan  religion,  the  word  has 
been  used  to  denote  alms,  either  legal  or  voluntary  ;  which  seems  to  be  the  true  meaning  in 
this  place. 

y  There  are  some,  however,  who  think  it  to  have  been  revealed  at  Medina. 

^  This  word  signifies  abundance,  especially  of  ^ood,  and  thence  the  gift  of  wisdom  and  pro- 
phecy, the  Koran,  the  of/ice  of  intercessor,  &c.  Or  it  may  imply  abundance  of  children, 
folloiuers,  and  the  like.  It  is  generally,  however,  expounded  of  a  river  in  paradise  of  tliat 
name,  whence  the  water  is  derived  into  Mohammed's  pond,  of  which  the  blessed  are  to  drink 
before  their  admission  into  that  place.2  According  to  a  tradition  of  the  prophet's,  this  river, 
wherein  his  Lord  promised  him  abundant  good,  is  sweeter  than  honey,  winter  than  milk, 
cooler  than  snow,  and  smoother  than  cream ;  its  banks  are  of  chrysolites,  and  the  vessels  to 
drink  thereout  of  silver;  and  those  who  drink  of  it  shall  never  thirst.3 

Euthymius  Zigabenus,4  instead  of  Cauthar,  reading  Canthar,  supposes  the  word  to  have  the 
same  signification  in  Arabic  as  in  Greek,  and  translates  the  two  first  verses  of  the  chapter  thus  ; 
'H/u,ets  deddjKafJLiv  croi  rov  Kavdapov,  Kel  Iv^at  vpbs  rbv  Kipiov  ^ov,  /cai  cr^d^ov, — 
i.e.,  We  have  given  thee  the  beetle  ;  wherefore  pray  unto  thy  Lord,  and  slay  it ;  and  then  he 
cries  out,  O  wonderful  and  vtagntficent  sacrifice ,  worthy  of  the  legislator! 

1  Idem.  2  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  IV.  p.  74.  3  Al  Beidawi,  JallaL  h.Q.         i  In 

Panoplia  Dogmat.  inter  Sylburgii  Sarocenic.  p.  29. 
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Lord  ;  and  slay  the  victims.^     Verily  he  who  hateth  thee  shall  be 
childless.^ 


CHAPTER  CIX. 

ENTITLED,  THE  UNBELIEVERS;  REVEALED   AT  MECCA. 

IN    THE   NAME   OF   THE  MOST   MERCIFUL   GOD. 

SAY  :  O  unbelievers,*'  I  will  not  worship  that  which  ye  worship  ;  nor 
will  ye  worship  that  which  I  worship.  Neither  do  I  worship  that 
which  ye  worship  ;  neither  do  ye  worship  that  which  I  worship.  Ye 
have  your  religion,  and  I  my  religion. 


CHAPTER  ex. 

ENTITLED,   ASSISTANCE  ;  REVEALED   AT  MECCA. 

IN    THE    NAME    OF    THE   MOST    MERCIFUL   GOD. 

WHEN  the  assistance  of  God  shall  come,  and  the  victory  \^  and 
thou  shalt  see  the  people  enter  into  the  religion  of  GOD  by 
troops:*  celebrate  the  praise  of  thy  LORD,  and  ask  pardon  of  him  ;'  for 
he  is  inclined  to  forgive. 

a  Which  are  to  be  sacrificed  at  the  pilgrimage  in  the  valley  of  Mina.  Al  Beidawi  explains 
the  words  thus  :  Pray  with  fervency  and  intense  devotion,  not  out  of  hypocrisy  ;  and  slay  the 
fatted  camels  and  oxen,  and  distribute  the  flesh  among  the  poor  ;  for  he  says  this  chapter  is  the 
counterpart  of  the  preceding,  exhorting  to  those  virtues  which  are  opposite  to  the  vices  there 
condemned. 

b  These  words  were  revealed  against  al  As  Ebn  Wayel,  who,  on  the  death  of  al  Kasem, 
Mohammed's  son,  called  that  prophet  Abtar,  which  signifies  one  who  has  no  children  or 
posterity.! 

*^  It  is  said  that  certain  of  the  Koreish  once  proposed  to  Mohammed  that  if  he  would  worship 
their  gods  for  a  year,  they  would  worship  his  God  for  the  same  space  of  time  ;  upon  which  this 
chapter  was  revealed. 2 

d  i.e..  When  God  shall  cause  thee  to  prevail  over  thy  enemies,  and  thou  shalt  take  the  city 
cf  Mecca. 

*  Which  happened  in  the  ninth  year  of  the  Hejra,  when,  Mohammed  having  made  himself 
master  of  Mecca,  and  obliged  the  Koreish  to  submit  to  him,  the  rest  of  the  Arabs  came  in  to 
him  in  great  numbers,  and  professed  Islam. 3 

f  Most  of  the  commenc'ators  agree  this  chapter  to  have  been  revealed  before  the  taking  of 
Mecca,  and  suppose  it  gave  Mohammed  warning  of  his  death  ;  for  they  say  that  when  he  read 
it  al  Abbas  wept,  and  being  asked  by  the  prophet  what  was  the  reason  of  his  weeping,  answered, 
Beciuise  itbiddeth  thee  to  prepare  for  death  ;  to  which  Mohammed  replied.  It  is  as  thou  sayest.* 
And  hence,  adds  Jallalo'ddin,  after  the  revelation  of  this  chapter  the  prophet  was  more  frequent 
in  praising  and  asking  pardon  of  God,  because  he  thereby  knew  that  his  end  approached  ;  for 
Mecca  was  taken  in  the  eighth  year  of  the  Hejra,  and  he  died  in  the  beginning  of  the  tenth. 

1  Jallalo'ddin.  «  Idem,  al  Beidawi  8  See  tlic  rrelii'.i    Disc,  Sect    II    p.  43.  ♦  AJ 

Beidawi. 
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CHAPTER  CXI. 

ENTITLED,  ABU  LAHEB  ;  REVEALED  AT  MECCA. 

IN   THE   NAME  OF   THE   MOST   MERCIFUL  GOD. 


1 


HE  hands  of  Abu  Laheb  shall  perish,g  and  he  shall  perish.^  His 
riches  shall  not  profit  him,  neither  that  which  he  hath  gained.*  He 
shall  go  down  to  be  burned  into  flaming  fire  -^  and  his  wife  also}  bear- 
ing wood,™  having'  on  her  neck  a  cord  of  twisted  fibres  of  a  palm-tree. 


CHAPTER  CXII. 

ENTITLED,  THE   DECLARATION  OF  GOD'S  UNITY  ;"  WHERE   IT  WAS 
REVEALED   IS  DISPUTED. 

IN   THE   NAME   OF   THE  MOST   MERCIFUL  GOD. 

SAY,  God  is  one  God  ;  the  eternal  God  :  he  begetteth  not,  neither  is 
he  begotten  :  and  there  is  not  any  one  like  unto  him. 

g  Abu  Laheb  was  the  surname  of  Abd'al  Uzza,  one  of  the  sons  of  Abd'almotalleb,  and  uncle 
to  Mohammed.  He  was  a  most  bitter  enemy  to  his  nephew,  and  opposed  the  establishment  of 
his  new  religion  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  When  that  prophet,  in  obedience  to  the  command 
he  had  received  to  adtnonish  his  7ienr  relations^  had  called  them  together,  and  told  them  he 
ivas  a  ivarner  sent  nnto  them  before  a  grie^wiis  chnsfiseme?it,  Abu  Laheb  cried  out,  Mayesi 
thoii  perish!  Hast  thou  called  its  together  for  this?  and  took  up  a  stone  to  cast  at  him. 
Whereupon  this  passage  was  revealed.'- 

By  the  hands  of  Abu  Laheb  some  commentators,  by  a  synecdoche,  understand  his  person  ; 
others,  by  a  metonymy,  his  affairs  in  general,  they  being  transacted  with  those  members  ;  or 
his  hopes  in  this  world  and  the  next. 

^  He  died  of  grief  and  vexation  at  the  defeat  his  friends  had  received  at  Bedr,  surviving  that 
misfortune  but  seven  days. 3  They  add,  that  his  corpse  was  left  aboveground  three  days,  till 
it  stank,  and  then  some  negroes  were  hired  to  bury  him.4 

>  And  accordingly  his  great  possessions,  and  the  rank  and  esteem  in  which  he  lived  at  Mecca, 
were  of  no  service  to  him,  nor  could  protect  him  against  the  vengeance  of  God.  A1  Beidau  i 
mentions  also  the  loss  of  his  son  Otha,  who  was  torn  to  pieces  by  a  lion  in  the  way  to  Syria, 
though  surrounded  by  the  whole  caravan. 

^  Arab,  nar  dhdt  laheb ;  alluding  to  the  surname  of  Abu  Laheb,  which  signifies  \\\&  father  oj 
fi allies. 

^  Her  name  was  0mm  Jemil :  she  was  the  daughter  of  Harb,  and  sister  of  Abu  Sofian. 

^  For  futl  in  hell ;  because  she  fomented  the  hatred  which  her  husband  bore  to  Mohammed  ; 
or,  bearino  a  b^mdle  of  thorns  and  brambles,  because  she  carried  such,  and  strewed  them  by 
night  in  the  prophet's  way.5 

"  This  chapter  is  held  in  particular  veneration  by  the  Mohammedans,  and  declared,  by  a 
tradition  of  their  prophet,  to  be  equal  in  value  to  a  third  part  of  the  whole  Koran.  It  is  said 
to  hav3  been  revealed  in  answer  to  the  Koreish,  who  asked  Mohammed  concerning  the  dis 
tinguishin^  attributes  of  the  God  he  invited  them  to  worship.^ 

1  See  the  Prelim.  Disc.  Sect.  II.  p.  34.  2  Al  Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddin,  &c.  3  Abulf.  Vit 

Moh.  p.  57.        *  A'  Beidawi.        »  Idem,  Jallalo'ddin.        6  Idem. 
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CHAPTER  CXlII. 
ENTITLED,  THE  DAYBREAK ;  WHERE  IT  WAS  REVEALED  IS  DISPUTED. 

IN   THE  NAME  OF  THE  MOST  MERCIFUL  GOD. 

SAY,  I  fly  for  refuge  unto  the  Lord  of  the  daybreak,®  that  he  may 
deliver  me  from  the  mischief  of  those  things  which  he  hath  created  -^ 
and  from  the  mischief  of  the  night,  when  it  cometh  on  \^  and  from  the 
mischief  of  women  blowing  on  knots  ;'  and  from  the  mischief  of  the 
envious,  when  he  envieth. 


CHAPTER  CXIV. 

ENTITLED,  MEN  ;  WHERE   IT  WAS  REVEALED   IS  DISPUTED.' 

IN   THE  NAME  OF  THE  MOST  M5RCIFUL  GOD. 

SAY,  I  fly  for  refuge  unto  the  Lord  of  men,  the  king  of  men,  the  GOD 
of  men,  that  he  jjiay  deliver  me  from  the  mischief  of  the  whisperer 
who  slyly  withdraweth,*^  who  whispereth  evil  suggestions  into  the  breasts 
of  men  ;  from  genii  and  men. 

o  The  original  word  properly  signifies  a  cleaving,  and  denotes,  says  al  Beidawi,  the  produc- 
tion of  all  things  in  general,  from  the  darkness  of  privation  to  the  light  of  existence,  and  espe- 
cially of  those  things  which  proceed  from  others,  as  springs,  rain,  plants,  children,  &c.,  and 
hence  it  is  used  more  particularly  to  signify  the  breaking  forth  of  the  light  from  darkness, 
which  is  a  most  wonderful  instance  of  the  divine  power. 

P  i.e.,  From  the  mischiefs  proceeding  either  from  the  perverseness  and  evil  choice  of  those 
beings  which  have  a  power  to  choose,  or  the  natural  effects  of  necessary  agents,  as  fire,  poison, 
&c.,  the  world  being  good  in  the  whole,  though  evils  may  follow  from  those  two  causes.  1 

<1  Or,  as  the  words  may  be  rendered.  From  the  mischief  0/  the  moon,  luJien  she  is  eclipsed. 

'■  That  is,  ot  witches,  who  used  to  tie  knots  in  a  cord,  and  to  blow  on  them,  uttering  at  the 
same  time  certain  magical  words  over  them,  in  order  to  work  on  or  debilitate  the  person  they 
had  a  mind  to  injure.  This  was  a  common  practice  in  former  days  :2  what  they  call  in  France 
Nouer  Vegidllette,  and  the  knots  which  the  wizards  in  the  northern  parts  tie,  when  they  sell 
mariners  a  wind  (if  the  stories  told  of  them  be  true),  are  also  relics  of  the  same  superstition. 

The  commentators  relate  that  Lobeid,  a  Jew,  with  the  assistance  of  his  daughters,  bewitched 
Mohammed,  by  tying  eleven  knots  on  a  cord,  which  they  hid  in  a  well ;  whereupon  Mohammed 
falling  ill,  God  revealed  this  chapter  and  the  following,  and  Gabriel  acquainted  him  with  the 
use  he  was  to  make  of  them,  and  of  the  place  where  the  cord  was  hidden  :  according  to  whose 
directions  the  prophet  sent  Ali  to  ietch  the  cord,  and  the  same  being  brought,  he  repeated  the 
two  chapters  over  it,  and  at  every  verse  (for  they  consist  of  eleven)  a  knot  was  loosed,  till  on 
finishing  the  last  words,  he  was  entirely  freed  from  the  charm. 3 

*  This  chapter  was  revealed  on  the  same  occasion  and  at  the  same  time  with  the  firmer. 

*  I.e.,  The  devil;  who  withdraweth  when  a  man  mentioneth  God,  or  hath  recourse  to  his 
protection. 

1  Al  Beidawi.        '  Vide  Virgil,  in  Pharmaceutria,        3  A!  Beidawi,  Jallalo'ddln. 
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PRINCIPAL  MATTERS  CONTAINED  IN  THE  KORAN 
AND   THE    NOTES   THEREON. 


Aakon,  vide  Moses. 

Al  Abbas,  one  of  Mohammed's  uncles,  taken 
at  Bedr,  and  obliged  to  ransom  himself, 
132,  n.;  professes  Islam,  133,  n. ;  con- 
fesses a  passage  of  the  Koran  to  be  fulfilled 
in  respect  to  himself,  133,  n.;  remarkable 
for  his  loud  voice,  137,  n. 

Abda'lhareth,  a  son  of  Adam,  so  named  Ab- 
da'Uah  Dhu'lbajadin,  146,  n. 

Abda'Uah  Ebn  Obba  Solul,  the  hypocrite,  ad- 
mired for  his  person  and  eloquence,  406,  n. ; 
threatens  to  drive  Mohammed  from  Me- 
dina, ib. ;  raises  and  inflames  a  scandalous 
story  of  Ayesha,  264,  n. ;  is  present  at  an 
interview  between  Mohammed  and  his  ad- 
versaries, 312,  n. ;  occasions  a  quarrel,  382, 
n. ;  promises  to  assist  the  Nadirites,  but 
fails  them,  406,  n. ;  endeavours  to  debauch 
Mohammed's  men  at  Ohod,  45,  n.;  excused 
from  going  on  the  expedition  to  Tabuc, 
140,  n. ;  desires  Mohammed's  prayers  in  his 
last  sickness,  144 ;  and  to  be  buried  in  the 
prophet's  shirt,  144,  n. 

Abda'Uah  Ebn  0mm  Machim,  a  blind  man, 
occasions  a  passage  of  the  Koran,  437,  n. 

Abda'Uah  Ebn  Rawaha,  rebukes  Ebn  Obba, 
382.  n. 

Abda'Uah  Ebn  Saad,  one  of  Mohammed's 
amanuenses,  imagines  himself  inspired,  and 
corrupts  the  Koran,  97,  n. ;  apostatizes  and 
is  proscribed,  but  escapes  with  life,  ib. 

Abda'Uah  Ebn  Salam,  a  Jew,  intimate  with 
Mohammed,  his  honesty,  40,  n. ;  supposed 
to  have  assisted  in  composing  the  Koran, 
203,  n.;  confounded  by  Dr.  Prideaux  with 
Salman,  the  Persian,  ib  ;  commended  for 
his  knowledge  and  faith,  71. 

Abd  Menaf,  a  dispute  between  his  descend- 
ants and  the  Sahmites,  454,  n. 

Abda'lrahman  Ebn  Awf,  one  of  Mohammed's 
first  converts,  P.  D.,  33;  an  instance  of  his 
charity,  143,  n. 

Abel,  vide  Cain ;  his  ram  sacrificed  by  Abra- 
ham, 337,  n. 

Abraha  al  Ashram,  King  of  Yaman,  his  ex- 
pedition against  Mecca ;  the  occasion,  and 
success  thereof,  455,  n.,  &c. 

Abraham,  the  patriarch,  an  idolater  in  his 
youth,  95,  n. ;  how  he  came  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  true  God,  ib. ;  demolishes  the 
idols  of  the  Chaldeans,  245  ;  preaches  to  his 
people,  298;  his  religion  commended,  14, 
15,  42,  104 ;  disputes  with  Nimrgd,  i8 ; 
escapes  the  fire  into  which  he  was  thrown 


by  Nimrod's  order,  246 ;  his  praying  for  his 
father,  148,  408 ;  desires  to  be  convinced  of 
the  resurrection,  28 ;  his  sacrifice  of  birds, 
29  ;  entertains  the  angels,  165,  386;  receives 
the  promise  of  Isaac,  165  ;  called  the  friend 
of  God,  67 ;  is  miraculously  supplied  by  the 
changing  of  sand  into  meal,  ib.  n. ;  his 
sacrifice  of  his  son,  337 ;  praises  God  for 
Ismael  and  Isaac,  189;  commanded,  to- 
gether with  Ismael,  to  build  and  cleanse 
the  Caaba,  14 ;  prays  to  God  to  raise  up  a 
prophet  of  their  seed,  and  for  the  plenty 
and  security  of  Mecca,  ib. ;  bequeaths  the 
religion  of  Islam  to  his  children,  ib. 

Abu  Amer,  vide  Amer,  &c. 

Ad,  a  potent  tribe  of  Arabs,  destroyed  for 
their  infidelity,  iii,  258,  278,  356,  373,  367, 
446.     Vide  Hud. 

Adam,    traditions    concerning   his  creation, 

4,  n.,  208,  n.,  432,  n. ;  worshipped  by  the 
angels,  4,  105,  192,  212,  221,  343;   his  fall, 

5,  106;  repents  and  prays,  5;  meets  Eve  at 
Mount  Arafat,  5,  n.;  retires  with  her  to 
Ceylon,  ib. ;  their  stature,  ib. ;  his  posterity 
extracted  from  his  loins  by  God  to  acknow- 
ledge him  for  their  Lord,  122,  n. ;  names 
his  eldest  son  as  directed  by  the  devil,  124,  n. 

Adoption  creates  no  matrimonial  impediment, 
312. 

Adulterers,  Mohammed's  sentence  against 
them,  34,  78,  n. 

Adultery,  its  punishment,  34,  57;  what  evi- 
dence required  to  convict  a  woman  of  it, 

55-        .  . 

Adversaries,  the  dispute  of  two  terminated 

by  David,  341. 
Ahmed,  the  name  under  which  Mohammed 

was  foretold  by  Christ,  410, 
Al  Ahkaf,  the  habitation  of  the  Adites,  371. 
Aila,  or  Elath,  the  Sabbath-breakers  there 

changed  into  apes,  8,  121. 
Al  Akhnas,  a  hypocrite,  22,  n.,  420,  n. 
Alexander,  vide  Dhu'lkarnein. 
Ali  is  sent  to  Mecca  to  publish  part  of  the 

Koran,  134,  n.;  the  abstinence  and  charity 

of  him  and  his  family,  432,  n. 
Aliat,  an  idol  of  the  Koreish,  67   390, 
Alms  recommended,  6,  13,  23,  102,  141 ;   the 

punishment  of  not  giving  alms,  in  the  next 

life,  50,  n. 
Amena,  Mohammed's  mother ;  he  is  not  per- 
mitted to  pray  for  her,  148. 
Amer  and  Arbad  attempt  to  kill  Mohammed, 

and  their  punishment,  182,  n. 


462 


INDEX, 


Amer  (Abu),  a  Christian  monk,  and  violent 
enemy  to  Mohammed,  147,  n. 

Amer  (Banu),  their  abstinence  on  the  pil- 
grimage, 107,  n. 

Ammar  Ebn  Yaser  tortured  by  the  Koreish 
on  account  of  his  faith,  204,  n. 

Amru  Ebn  Lohai,  the  great  introducer  of 
idolatry  among  the  Arabs,  102,  151,  n. 

Amru  (Banu)  build  a  mosque  at  Koba,  147,  n. 

Anam,  the  name  of  Lokman's  son,  307,  n. 

Angel  of  death,  vide  Azrail. 

Angels,  their  original,  105,  343;  worship 
Adam,  vide  Adam;  impeccable,  221,  n. ;  of 
different  forms  and  orders,  326;  not  the 
objects  of  worship,  256 ;  nor  ought  to  be 
hated,  11  :  the  number  of  them  which  sup- 
port God  s  throne,  422 ;  are  deputed  to 
take  an  account  of  men's  actions,  384 ;  some 
of  them  appointed  to  take  the  souls  of  men, 
436;  to  preside  over  hell,  and  to  keep 
guard  against  the  devils,  430;  assist  the 
Moslems  at  Bedr,  32,  131 ;  believed  by  the 
Arabs  to  be  daughters  of  God,  67,  199,  &c. ; 
appear  to  Abraham  and  Lot,  165,  166,  386. 

Animals,  irrational,  will  be  raised  at  the  re- 
surrection and  judged,  92,  n.;  created  of 
water,  268. 

Ans  Ebn  al  Nadar,  his  behaviour  at  Ohod, 
46,  n, 

Ansars,  or  helpers,  who,  146,  n.:  three  of  them 
excommunicated  for  refusing  to  attend 
Mohammed  to  Tabuc,  148. 

Ants,  the  valley  of,  284  ;  their  queen's  speech 
to  them  on  the  approach  of  Solomon's  army, 
ib. 

Apostles  were  not  believed  who  wrought 
miracles,  50;  those  before  Mohammed  ac- 
cused likewise  of  imposture,  51,  91;  of 
Christ,  38 ;  two  of  them  sent  to  preach  at 
Antioch,  330. 

Apparel,  what  kind  ought  to  be  worn  by  those 
who  approach  the  divine  presence,  107. 

Arabians,  their  acuteness,  104;  their  customs 
in  relation  to  divorce,  312,  n.;  to  adoption, 
ib. ;  in  burying  their  daughters  alive,  101, 
438;  their  chief  idols,  124,  n. ;  their  super- 
stitions in  relation  to  eating,  loi,  &c.,  270; 
and  in  relation  to  cattle,  67,  86;  used  to 
worship  naked,  and  why,  107,  n. ;  their  in- 
justice to  orphans  and  women,  68,  n. ;  deem 
the  birth  of  a  daughter  a  misfortune,  199,  n. ; 
the  reconciliation  of  their  tribes  deemed 
miraculous,  132,  n. ;  quit  their  new  religion 
in  great  numbers  on  Mohammed's  death,  80. 

Arabs  of  the  Desert  more  obstinate,  145. 

Al  Araf,  what,  105,  n. 

Arafat,  Mount,  why  so  called,  5,  h.;  the  pro- 
cession thereto,  21, 

Arabad,  vide  Amer. 

Al  Arem,  the  inundation  of,  323,  n. 

Ark  of  Israel  taken  by  the  Amalekites,  17,  n. 

Arrows  for  divination  forbidden,  84. 

Al  As  Ebn  Wayel,  an  enemy  of  Mohammed's, 
194,  232.  _  _ 

Asaf,  Solomon  s  vizir,  312,  n. 

Asem,  his  charity,  143,  n. 

Ashadd  (Abu'l),  his  extraordinary  strength, 

447,  n. 
Ashama,  king  of  Ethiopia,  embraces  Moham- 
medism,  83,  n. ;  prayed  for  after  his  death 
by  Mohammed,  52. 


Asia,  the  wife  of  Pharaoh,  martyred  by  her 
husband  for  believing  in  Moses,  417,  n. ;  i> 
taken  alive  into  paradise,  ib. ;  one  of  the 
four  perfect  women,  418. 

Aslam,  378,  n. 

Astrology  hinted  ct,  52. 

Al  Aswad  al  Ansi,  the  false  prophet,  80,  n. 

Al  Aswad  Ebn  Abd  Yaghuth,  al  Aswad  Ebn 
al  Motalleb,  two  of  Mohammed's  enemies, 

Aws  and  Khazraj,  their  enmity,  43,  n. 

Ayesha,  Mohammed'o  wife;  the  story  of  her 
accusation,  263,  n. 

Azrail,  the  angel  of  death,  why  appointed  to 
that  office,  4,  n.;  a  story  of  him  and  Solo- 
mon, 309,  n. 

Azer,  the  name  given  to  Terah,  Abraham's 
father,  95,  n. 


Baal,  the  chief  idol  of  the  Chaldeans,  345,  n. 

Babel,  the  tower  of,  destroyed,  197,  n. 

Backbiting,  vide  Slander. 

Bahira,  86. 

Bakhtnasr,  vide  Nebuchadnezzar. 

Balaam,  his  punishment  for  cursing  the  Israel- 
ites, 122,  n. 

Ealkis,  queen  of  Saba,  visits  Solomon,  and 
her  reception,  286 ;  her  legs  hairy,  ib. ; 
marries  Solomon,  ib. 

Barnabas,  his  apocryphal  gospel,  some  ex- 
tracts thence,  38,  n. ,  106,  n. 

Al  Barzakh,  what,  261,  n. 

Becca,  the  same  with  Mecca,  4a. 

Beer  (Abu)  attends  Mohammed  in  his  flighi 
from  Mecca,  139,  n.;  bears  testimony  to  the 
truth  of  M  ohammed's  journey  to  heaven,2 1 1 , 
n. ;  his  wager  with  Obba  Ebn  Khalf,  302,  n. ; 
strikes  a  Jew  on  the  face  for  speaking  irre- 
verently of  God,  51,  n.;  gives  all  he  has 
towards  the  expedition  of  Tabuc,  144,  n.; 
purchases  Belal,  448,  n. ;  compared  to  Abra- 
ham, 132,  n. 

Bedr,  Mohammed's  victory  there,  32,  45,  &c. 

Bees,  made  use  of  as  a  similitude,  200. 

Believers,  the  sincere  ones,  descrilied,  256; 
their  reward,  60;  their  sentence,  108. 

Benjamin,  son  of  Jacob,  176,  &c. 

Birds,  omens  taken  from  them,  208,  n. 

Blessed,  their  future  happiness  described,  333, 
366. 

Blood  fot bidden,  18. 

Boath,  the  battle  of,  43,  n. 

Bodeil,  a  dispute  concerning  his  effects,  occa- 
sions a  passage  of  the  Koran,  86. 

Boheira,  the  monk,  203. 

Bribery  tc  pervert  justice  forbidden,  20. 

Burden,  every  soul  to  bear  its  own,  327. 


Caab  Ebn  al  Alshraf,  a  Jew,  Mohammed's 
inveterate  enemy,  40,  n.,  184,  n. ;  slain  by  his 
means,  ib., 404,  n. ;  mistaken  by  Dr. Prideaux 
for  another  person,  41,  n. 

Caab  Ebn  Asad,  persuades  the  Jews  in  league 
with  Mohammed  to  desert  him,  315,  n. 

Al  Caaba,  appointed  for  a  place  of  worship, 
141,  252;  built  and  cleansed  by  Abraham 
and  Ismael,  14 ;  the  keys  of  it  returned  K 
Othman  Ebn  Telha,  60,  n. 

Cafur,  a  fountain  in  paradise,  432. 
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Cain  ani  Abel,  their  sacrifices,  76;  Cain  kills 
his  brother,  77;  instructed  by  a  raven  to 
bury  him,  ib. 

Caleb,  vide. Joshua. 

Calf,  the  golden,  of  what  and  by  whom  made, 
6;  animated,  ib.;  worshipped  by  the  Israel- 
ites, ib. 

Calumny  forbidden,  70. 

Camels,  an  instance  of  God  s  wisdom,  445  ; 
appointed  for  sacrifice,  434 ;  J-acob  abstains 
from  their  flesh  and  milk,  42,  n. 

Canaan,  an  unbelieving  son  of  Noah,  162 ; 
caravans  of  purveyors  sent  out  by  the 
Koreish,  456. 

Carrion  forbidden  to  be  eaten,  18. 

Cattle,  their  use,  102,  354 ;  superstitions  of 
the  old  Arabs  concerning  them,  86, 102,  &c. 

Al  Cawthar,  a  river  in  paradise,  457. 

Ceylon,  the  Isle  of,  vide  Serendib. 

Charity  recommended,  58,  432. 

Chastity  commended,  74. 

Children,  to  inherit  their  parents   substance, 

Christ,  vide  Jesus. 

Christian?,  declared  infidels,  75  ;  and  enemies 

of  the  Moslems,  ib.     Vide  Jews. 
Collars  to  be  worn  by  the  unbelievers  in  the 

life  to  come,  181. 
Commandments  given  the  Jews,  215,  n. 
Commerce  from  God,  25S. 
Companions  of  God,  what,  loi. 
Congealed  blood,  the  matter  of  which  man  is 

created,  450. 
Contracts  to  be  performed,  73. 
Cow  ordered  to  be  sacrificed  by  the  Israelites, 

8. 
Creation,  some  account  of  it,  355. 
Crimes  to  be  punished  with  death,  209. 


David  kills  Goliah,  27,  207 ;  his  extraordinary 
devotion,  340;  the  birds  and  mountains  sing 
praises  with  him,  322;  makes  breastplates, 
27;  his  repentance  for  taking  the  wife  of 
Uriah,  341 ;  his  and  Solomon's  judgment, 
247, 

Days  appomted  to  commemorate  God,  252. 

Dead  body  raised  to  life  by  a  part  of  the 
sacrificed  Cow,  8. 

Debtors  to  be  mercifully  dealt  with,  30. 

Devil,  vide  Eblis  and  Satan ;  the  occasion  of 
his  fall,  5,  105 

Devils  included  mder  the  name  Genii,  100 ; 
the  patrons  of  unbelievers,  50,  107,  282  ; 
their  plot  to  defame  Solomon,  12;  were  per- 
mitted to  enter  all  the  seven  heavens  till  the 
birth  of  Christ,  192. 

Dhu'lkarnein,  who  he  was,  225,  n. ;  builds  a 
wall  to  prevent  the  incursions  of  Gog  and 
Magog,  226. 

Dhu'lkefl,  the  prophet,  opinions  concern- 
ing him,  248 ;  saves  a  hundred  Israelites 
from  slaughter,  343. 

Dhu'lnun,  vide  Jonas. 

Dhu  Nowas,  king  of  Yaman,  a  Jew,  perse- 
cutes the  Christians,  442. 

Disputes  to  be  carried  on  with  mildness,  300. 

Ditch,  War  of  the,  313. 

Divorce,  laws  concerning  it,  24,  54,  318,  414. 

Dogs,  &c.,  allowed  to  be  trained  up  K)r  hunt- 
ing. 74- 


Al  Dorab,  the  celestial  mode  of  the  Caaba, 

388,  n. 
Drink  of  the  damned,  94, 
Dying  persons,  what  part  of  tlie  Koran  is 

usually  read  to  them,  330,  n. 


Earth,  its  creation,  355;  remonstrates  against 

the  creation  of  man,  4,  n.;  is  kept  steady  by 

the  mountains,  196,  307. 
Earthquake,  a  sign  of  the  approach  of  the 

last  day,  452. 
Eblis  refuses  to  worship  Adam  at  God's  com" 

mand,  and  why,  5,  105.  tq2.  212,  221 ;  his 

sentence,  ib.;  occasions  the  fall  of  Adam, 

ib. 
Eden,  the  meaning  of  the  word  in  Arabic,  143. 
Edris,  supposed  to  be  the  same  with  Enoch, 

230. 
Education  makes  a  man  an  infidel,  305. 
Elephant,  War  of  the,  455. 
Elias,  vide  al  Khedr. 
Elisha  the  prophet,  96. 
Enoch,  vide  Edri.s. 
Entering  into  houses  and  apartments  abruptly 

forbidden,  265,  269. 
Envy  forbidden,  58. 
Esop,  vide  Lokman. 
Eucharist,  seems  to  have  occasioned  a  fable 

in  the  Koran,  83. 
Eve,  vide  Adam. 
Evidence,  vide  Witness. 
Evil,  vide  Good. 

Examination  of  the  sepulchre,  121,  n. 
Exhortation  to  the  worship  of  God,  350 ;  to  a 

good  life,  1 68. 
Ezekiel  raises  the  dry  bones,  26. 
Ezra  and  his  a.ss  restored  to  life  after  they  had 

been  dead  a  hundred  years,  28 ;  called  by 

the  Jews  the  son  of  God,  and  why,  127 


Faith  must  accompany  good  works,  160;  the 
reward  of  those  who  fight  for  it,  62,  127, 
^35>  i39>  207,  375,  409,  &c.;  apostates  from 
it  to  be  put  to  death,  209;  partial  faith  not 
sufficient,  69,  n. 

Famine  afilicts  the  Meccans,  259;  ceases  at 
Mohammed's  intercession,  260. 

Fast  of  Ramadan  instituted,  ig. 

Fatema,  Mohammed's  daughter,  one  of  the 
four  perfect  women,  418,  n.;  favoured  of 
God  like  the  Virgin  Mary,  36,  n. ;  her 
charity,  432,  n. 

Al  P'atiha,  the  first  chapter  of  the  Koran, 
often  repeated  by  the  Mohammedans  in 
their  prayers,  i,  n. 

Fidelity  recommended,  135. 

Figs,  their  virtues,  449,  n. 

Fire,  the  manner  of  striking  it  in  the  east, 
.334,  n. 

Fishing  allowed  during  the  pilgrimage,  85. 

Flood,  vide  Noah. 

Food,  what  kinds  are  forbidden,  18,  73,  100, 
102,  20^,  270. 

Forbidden  fruit,  what,  5,  n. 

Forgiveness,  to  whom  it  belongs,  316. 

Al  Forkan,  one  of  the  names  of  the  Koran, 
27T,  n. 

Fornication  forbidden,  55,  57 ;  its  punish- 
ment, 55,  57,  262. 
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Fountain  of  molten  brass  flows  for  Solomot), 

*"ountains  of  paradise,  432,  433,  410. 

Friday,  set  apart  by  Aloliamined  for  public 
worship,  and  why,  411,  n. 

Friendsliip  with  unbelievers  forbidden,  80. 

Fruits  of  the  earth,  their  production  an  in- 
stance of  God's  power,  98. 

Fugitives  for  the  sake  of  religion  shall  be 
provided  for  and  rev.'nrded,  65,  255. 


Gabriel  revealed  the  Koran  to  Mohammed, 
12;  assists  the  Moslems  at  Bedr,  32;  ap- 
pears to  Zacharias,  36,  n. ;  the  angel  of  re- 
velations, 12,  n.;  the  enemy  of  the  Jews, 
ib. ;  appears  twice  to  IMohammcd  in  his 
proper  form,  390;  appears  to  the  Virgin 
Mary,  and  causes  her  to  conceive,  228 ;  the 
dust  of  his  horse's  feet  animate  the  golden 
calf,  239 ;  generally  appeared  to  Mohammed 
in  a  human  form,  90;  commanded  to  assist 
Mohammed  against  the  Koreish,  194,  n. ; 
orders  Mohammed  to  go  against  the 
Koradhites,  315,  n. 

Gaming  forbidden,  23,  84. 

Ganem  (Banu)  build  a  mosque  v.'ith  an  ill 
design,  which  is  burnt,  147,  n. 

Garden,  story  of  the,  420. 

Genii,  what,  98,  n. ;  some  of  them  converted 
on  hearing  the  Koran,  426. 

God,  proofs  of  his  existence,  303 ;  his  omni- 
presence asserted,  403;  his  omnipotence, 
28,  399;  his  power  and  providence  con- 
spicuous in  his  works,  17,  159,  369,  434  ;  his 
omniscience  asserted,  66,  321,  358  ;  knowelh 
the  secrets  of  men's  hearts,  288 ;  and  of 
futurity,  427 ;  five  things  known  to  him 
alone,  309,  n.;  his  goodness  set  forth,  22, 
150,  195,  391,  394  ;  in  sending  the  scriptures 
and  prophets,  22,  100;  the  author  of  all 
good,  201 ;  his  word,  laws,  and  sentence 
unalterable,  99,  304,  384 ;  his  mercy  set 
forth,  46,  275,  294,  361,  390;  the  only  giver 
of  victory,  46,  303 ;  his  promise  to  the 
righteous,  306;  who  acceptable  to  him, 
136;  ruleth  the  heart  of  man,  128;  his 
tribunal,  28 ;  his  throne,  159;  praiseworthy, 
201,  443;  his  attributes,  123,  n. ;  ought  not 
to  be  frequently  sworn  by,  24 ;  hath  no 
issue,  14,  155,  261;  nor  similitude,  307, 
344 ;  rested  not  the  seventh  day  through 
weariness,  385 ;  his  worship  recommended, 
ib. ;  his  fear  recommended,  153. 

Gog  and  Magog,  225,  249. 

Goliah,  vide  Jaiur. 

Good  works,  who  shall  be  redeemed  by  them, 

399.  n- 
Good  and  evil  both  from  God,  62. 
Gospel,  vide  Jesus. ^ 
Greaves  (Mr.),  a  mistake  of  his,  445,  n. 
Greeks  overcome  the  Persians,  302. 
Gudarz,  the  name  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  207,  n. 


Hadib,  his  martyrdom,  331,  n. 
H5fedha,  an  idol  of  Ad,  1 1 1 ,  n. 
Haman,  Pharaoh's  chief  niiijistcr,  290,  293. 
Hami,  86. 

Hamza,  Mohammed  s  uncle,  killed  at  Ohod, 
4S,  n, ;  bis  body  abused,  206,  n. 


Ilandha  Ebn  Sajwan,  a  propnet,  254,  n., 
273,  n- 

Hareth  (Abu),  a  Clirislian  bishop,  disputes 
with  Mohammed,  39,  n. 

IIaretha_(Banu),  reproached  by  Mohammed 
for  flying  in  battle,  314. 

Harut  and  Marut,  two  angels,  their  story  and 
punishment,  12. 

Hasan,  the  son  01  Ali,  an  instance  of  his 
moderation  and  generosity,  46,  n. 

Hateb  Ebn  Abi  IJaltaa  sends  a  letter  dis. 
covering  Mohammed's  design  against 
Mecca,  which  is  intercepted,  407,  n. 

AI  Hawiyat,  the  name  of  an  apartment  in 
'■»el!,  453>  n- 

Heathens,  justice  not  to  be  observed  with 
regard  to  them  according  to  the  Jews,  41. 

Heavens,  the  Mohammedan  belief  concerning 
tnem,  257,  n. ;  guarded  by  angels,  426; 
and  earth  manifest  God's  wisdom,  242 ;  will 
fall  at  the  last  day,  256. 

Al  Hejr,  the  habitation  of  the  Thamudites, 
191. 

Hell  torments  described,  252,  398,  434 ;  the 
portion  of  unbelievers,  44,  160;  prepared 
for  those  who  choose  the  pomp  of  this  life, 
160;  and  hoard  up  money,  138;  shall  not 
hurt  the  believers,  231,  n. ;  will  be  dragged 
towards  God's  tribunal  at  the  last  day,  446, 
n. ;  and  will  then  be  nlied,  384,  n. 

Al  Hodeibiya,  the  trial  there,  85 ;  the  expe 
dition  thither,  378,  &c. 

Holy  Spirit,  who  is  meant  thereby,  10,  n, 

Honein,  the  battle  of,  136. 

Honey,  an  excellent  medicine,  200, 

Hospitality  recommended,  58. 

Al  Hotama,  the  name  of  an  apartment  In 
hell,  455. 

Hud,  the  prophet,  his  story,  m.    Sec  Ad. 

Hunting  and  fowling  forbidden  during  the 
pilgrimage,  73,  85. 

Husband,  his  superiority  over  the  wife,  24 ; 
his  duty  to  her,  24,  &c.;  difference  between 
them  to  be  reconciled  by  friends,  58,  68. 
See  Divorce,  Wives,  Marriage,  &.c. 

Hypocrites  described,  412,  &c. ;  their  sen- 
tence, 142. 

Idolaters  compared  to  brutes,  274;  to  a 
spider,  300;  not  to  be  prayed  for  while 
such,  148;  their  sentence,  108. 

Idolatry,  the  lieinousness  thereof,  23  ;  unpar- 
donable if  not  repented  of,  59. 

Idols,  their  insignificancy,  18,  256,  305,  324; 
will  appear  as  witnesses  against  their  wor- 
shippers, 153;  worshipped  by  the  antedi- 
luvians, 423. 

Ilhiz,  a  sort  of  food  used  by  the  Arabs  in  time 
of  scarcity,  260,  n. 

Illiyyun,  the  meaning  of  the  word,  440,  n. 

llyasin,  who,  338,  n. 

Imam,  the  meaning  of  the  word,  14,  n. 

Immodesty  condemned,  266. 

Immunity  declared  to  the  idolatei'S  for  foui 
months,  134. 

Imposture  charged  on  all  the  prophets,  259. 

Imran,  father  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  32; 
whether  Mohammed  confounded  him  with 
the  father  of  Moses  and  Miriam,  34,  a 

Infidels,  how  they  will  appear  at  tlie  la.s: 
day,    91 ;    will    drink    boiling    water,   r^^ 
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wroultl  have  believed,  had  the  Koran  been 
revealed  to  some  great  man,  364 ;  if  not 
convinced  by  the  Koran,  will  not  be  con- 
vinced by  miracles,  99  ;  have  some  notion 
of  a  future  state,  288 ;  their  blasphemy, 
339 ;  to  be  made  war  upon,  20,  22 ;  those 
who  die  such  not  to  be  prayed  for,  144, 
148;  forbidden  to  approach  Mecca,  137. 

Inheritances,  laws  relating  thereto,  54,  72. 

Injury,  to  forgive  the  same  is  meritorious, 
361.        _ 

Intercalation  of  a  month  forbidden,  139. 

[rem,  the  city  of  Ad,  445. 

Iron,  its  usefulness,  401 ;  some  utensils  of  that 
metal  brouglit  by  Adam  down  from  para- 
dise, ib. 

Isaac  promised,  165;  his  birth,  ib. 

Islam  the  i)roper  name  of  the  JMohammedan 
religion,  33,  n.;  the  only  true  religion,  43; 
the  only  religion  till  the  death  of  Abel,  151. 

Ismael,  vide  Abraham. 

Israelitec,  their  males  slain  by  Pharaoh,  6 ; 
pass  the  Red  Sea,  iiS;  God's  goodness  to 
them,  ib.,  370;  miraculously  fed  in  the 
wilderness,  121 ;  lust  for  the  herbs  of 
Egypt,  7;  worship  the  golden  calf,  6,  11, 
119;  their  punishment,  6,  10;  change  the 
word  put  into  their  mouth  at  Jericho,  7, 
121 ;  commanded  to  sacrifice  a  red  cow,  8, 
&c. ;  demand  to  see  God,  and  their  punish- 
ment, 70;  refuse  to  enter  the  Holy  Land, 
and  their  punishment,  76 ;  their  transgres- 
sion,_  207 ;  desire  a  king,  26 ;  cursed  by 
David  and  Jesus,  83.     Vide  Jews. 


]acob  bequeaths  the  religion  of  Islam  to  his 
children,  15 ;  grows  blind  by  weeping  for 
the  loss  of  Joseph,  178;  recovers  his  sight 
by  mean's  of  Joseph's  garment,  and  goes 
into  Egypt,  179. 

Jadd  Ebn  Kais,  140,  n. 

Jahl  (Abu),  a  great  enemy  of  Mohammed, 
251;  his  injustice  to  an  orphan,  457,  n. ; 
terrified,  seeing  Mohammed  at  prayers, 
450;  his  advice  concerning  Mohammed, 
129,  n.;  slain  at  Bedr,  131,  n. 

Al  Jallas  Ebn  Soweid,  143,  n. 

Jalut,  or  Goliah,  sent  against  the  Israelites, 
207,  n. ;  slain  by  David,  27, 

Al  Jassasa,  the  beast  which  will  appear  at 
the  approach  of  the  last  day,  288,  n. 

Tawwiis  Ebn  Omeyya,  379,  n. 

Jesus  promised  to  Mary,  36 ;  his  miraculous 
birth,  36 ;  compared  to  Adam,  39 ;  speaks 
in  his  mother's  womb,  57  ;  and  in  his  cradle, 
ib. ;  the  apostle  of  the  Jews,  ib. ;  animates 
a  bird  of  clay,  when  a  child,  ib.,  n.;  per- 
forms several  miracles,  but  not  by  his  own 
power,  ib. ;  raises  three  persons  to  life,  ib.; 
causes  a  table  with  provisions  to  descend 
from  heaven,  88 ;  his  miracles  deemed  sor- 
cery, 87;  rejected  by  the  Jews,  38;  sends 
two  of  his  disciples  to  Antioch,  who  work 
miracles,  330;  a  curse  denounced  against 
those  who  believe  not  on  him,  39  ;  the  Jews 
lay  a  plot  for  his  life,  but  are  disappointed, 
^3;  not  really  crucified,  ib.,  70;  whether 
he  died  or  not,  38 ;  not  God  nor  equal  tc 
God,  75,  138;  but  an  apostle  only,  83,  27, 
365;  the  Word  of  God   36    various  opinions 


concerning  him,  229 ;  will  descend  on  eartb 

before  the  resurrection,  and  kill  Antichrist, 
S:c.,  7T_,  365. 

Jethro,  vide  Shoalb. 

Jews,  vide  Israelites;  particularly  applied  to 
5,  13;  accused  of  having  corrupted  the 
scriptures  and  of  stilling  passages,  5,  n., 
40,  59 ;  accuse  the  Virgin  Mary  of  fornica- 
tion, 70,  n.;  plot  against  Jesus,  38;  their 
unbelief,  1 1,  69,  n.;  covetous  of  life,  11 ;  re- 
proved for  warring  against  one  another,  10; 
proof  required  by  them  of  a  prophet's 
mission,  51 ;  their  punishments  at  different 
times  for  neglect  of  their  religion,  81 ;  meta- 
morphosed into  apes  and  swine  for  their 
infidelity,  8,  81,  SS;  pretend  their  punish- 
ment in  hell  shall  be  short,  10,  34  ;  their  law 
confirmed  by  Jesus  and  the  Koran,  79; 
their  laws  concerning  food,  103 ;  dispute 
with  the  Mohammedans  concerning  God  s 
favour,  252 ;  Mohammed  refuses  to  decide 
a  controversy  between  them,  80 ;  league 
with  the  Koreish  against  Moliammed,  60; 
demand  that  Mohammed  cause  a  book  to 
descend  from  lieavea,  70;  a  controversy 
between  a  Jew  and  a  I\Iohammedan,  6i. 

Jews  and  Christians  accused  of  condemning 
one  another,  13;  and  of  corrupting  the 
scriptures,  40;  guilty  of  two  extremes  as  to 
their  opinion  of  Christ,  72  ;  none  of  them 
shall  die  before  he  believes  in  Christ,  70; 
their  different  behaviour  to  the  Moslems, 
83 ;  to  be  protected  on  p.ayment  of  tribute, 

Job,  his  story,  247,  342. 

John,  the  son  of  Zacharias,  his  character,  36 
his  murder  revenged  on  the  Jews  by  Ne- 
buchadnezzar, 207  ;  the  miracle  of  his  blood, 
ib. 

Jonada  first  practises  the  intercalation  of  a 
month  among  the  Arabs,  139. 

Jonas,  his  story,  157,  338,  421;  called 
Dhu'Inun,  248. 

Joseph,  his  story,  169,  Sec. 

Joshua  and  Caleb  sent  as  spies  into  the  land 
of  Canaan,  76. 

Journey,  Mohammed's,  to  heaven,  207. 

Jowadh  (Abu'l),  the  hypocrite,  finds  fault 
with  Mohammed's  distribution  of  the  spoils 
at  Honein,  141. 

Judgment  (day  of),  the  Mohammedan  tradi- 
tion concerning  it,  34;  described,  272,  388, 
392,  422,  438 ;  the  signs  of  its  approach. 
376,  43S,  250,  n.;  called  the  Hour,  91 ;  un- 
known to  any  besides  God,  123;  will  come 
suddenly,  ib. ;  and  inevitably,  154,  396. 

Al  Judi,  the  mountain  whereon  Noah's  arl; 
rested,  162. 

Just  and  unjust,  the  difference  between  them 
360. 

Al  Kadr,  the  name  of  the  night  on  which 
the  Kcntij  came  down  from  heaven,  451. 

Kail  sent  to  Mecca  to  obtain  rain  for  Ad; 
III,  n. 

Karun  (or  Corah),  his  story  and  fearful  end, 
295,  &c. 

Kebla,  the  part  towards  which  the  Moham- 
medans turn  in  prayer,  42,  n.;  indifferent, 
13;  changed  from  Jerusalem  to  Mecca,  15, 

80. 
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Kendah,  a  tribe  who  used  to  bury  their 
daughters  alive,  loi,  n. 

Keys  of  knowledge  (the  five),  309,  n. 

Khadijah,  Mohammed's  wife,  one  of  the  four 
perfect  women,  417,  n 

Khaibar,  the  expedition  thither,  378,  n. 

Khaithama  (Abu),  a  story  of  him,  149,  n. 

Khaled  Ebn  al  Walid  puts  Mohammed's 
horse  to  flight  at  the  battle  of  Ohod,  47,  n. ; 
demolishes  the  idol  of  al  Uzza,  347,  n.; 
drives  Acrema  and  his  men  into  Mecca, 
380,  n. 

Khantala,  vide  Handha. 

Khawla  bint  Thalaba,  her  case  occasions  a 
passage  of  the  Koran,  402. 

Khazraj,  vide  Aws. 

Al  Khedr,  the  prophet,  his  adventures  with 
Moses,  223,  &c. 

Khobaib,  his  martyrdom,  204,  n. 

Khozaa  (the  tribe  of)  held  the  angels  to  be 
the  daughters  of  God,  243,  n. 

Kitfir,  Joseph's  master,  171,  n. 

Koba,  Mohammed  founds  a  mosque  there, 
147,  n. 

Kobeis  (Abu),  a  mountam  near  Mecca,  whence 
Abraham  proclaimed  the  pilgrimage,  252,  n. 

Koran,  the  signification  of  the  word,  169,  n. ; 
by  whom  composed,  203,  n. ;  twenty-three 
years  in  completing,  273,  n. ;  could  not  be 
composed  by  any  besides  God,  153;  men 
and  genii  defied  to  produce  a  chapter  like 
it.  ib.,  214;  no  forgery,  422;  sent  down  by 
God  himself,  99;  its  excellency,  43,  n.,296, 
358;  consonant  to  scripture,  160,  294;  no 
revelation  more  evident,  123;  contains  all 
things  necessary,  92,  202  ;  all  differences  to 
be  decided  by  it,  61 ;  its  contents  partly 
literal  and  partly  figurative,  32 ;  traduced 
by  the  unbelievers,  271 ;  as  a  piece  of  sor- 
cery, 150;  as  a  poetical  composition,  333; 
as  a  pack  of  fables,  196;  the  sentence  of 
those  who  believe  not  in  it,  370;  when  re- 
vealed, 369;  not  liable  to  corruption,  158; 
ought  not  to  be  touched  by  the  unclean, 

398. 

Koreidha  (tribe  of),  their  destruction,  315,  n. 

Koreish  (the  tribe  of),  their  nobility,  49,  456; 
their  enmity  to  Mohammed,  100,  n. ;  de- 
mand miracles  of  him,  184 ;  threaten  him 
for  abusing  their  gods,  347 ;  propound  three 
questions  to  him,  214 ;  some  of  them  at- 
tempt to  kill  him,  but  are  struck  blind,  330; 
lose  seventy  of  their  principal  men  at  Bedr, 
32,  131;  persecute  Mohammed's  followers, 
198;  plagued  with  famine,  260,  n. ;  and 
several  diseases,  194;  their  manner  of  pray- 
ing, 129 ;  make  a  truce  with  Mohammed, 
380,  n. ;  violate  the  truce  and  lose  Mecca, 

377.  n- 
Kosai  names  his  sons  from  four  idols,  124,  n.; 
the  Koreish  demand  him  to  be  raised  to  life 
by  Mohammed,  128,  n. 

IiAHEB  (Abu),  Mohammed's  uncle,  and  bitter 
enemy,  459,  n  ;  his  and  his  wife's  punish- 
ment, ib. 

Lapwing  gives  Solomon  an  account  of  the 
city  of  Saba,  284 ;  carries  a  Letter  from  him 
to  the  queen,  ib.;  her  sagacity  in  finding 
water,  ib._ 


Last  day,  vide  Judgment. 

Law  given  to  Aloses,  6 ;  confirmed  by  Jesus, 

37 ;  and  the  Koran,  5. 
Laws  relating  to  inheritances,  54,  72 ;  legacies, 

19,86;  to  divorce,  vide  Divorce;  to  murder, 

vide  Murder,  &c. 
Laws  of  Moses  and  Jesus  set  aside  by  th« 

Koran,  79,  n. 
Laws  of  God,  the  punishment  of  these  who 

conceal  them,  51,  n. 
Lazarus  raised,  37,  n. 
Leg  made  bare,  the  meaning  of  that  expres< 

sion,  421,  n. 
Leith  (Banu)  thought  it  unlawful  to  eat  alone, 

270. 
Letters,  initial,  explained,  103,  n. 
Life  to  come,  how  expressed  in  Arabic,  2,  a. 
Lobaba  (Abu),  his  treachery,  128,  n. 
Lokman,  his  history,  306 ;  whether  the  samq 

with  Esop,  307. 
Lot,  his  story,  113,  165;  his  wife's  infidelity, 

417. 
Lote-tree  in  heaven,  390. 
Lots  forbidden,  23,  84. 


Madian,  acity  of  Hejaz,  113;  its  inhabitanti 
destroyed,  281. 

Magog,  vide  Gog. 

Malec,  the  principal  angel  who  has  the  charge 
of  hell,  366. 

Malec  Ebn  al  Self,  a  Jew,  40,  n. 

Man,  his  wonderful  formation,  343;  created 
various  ways,  250 ;  shall  be  rewarded  accord- 
ing to  his  deserts,  58 ;  ought  to  be  thankful 
for  the  good  things  of  this  life,  333 ;  his  in- 
gratitude to  God,  305;  his  presumption  in 
undertaking  to  fulfil  the  laws  of  God,  351 ; 
why  destroyed,  169. 

Manna  given  to  the  Israelites,  7. 

Marriage,  laws  relating  thereto,  56,  266; 
Mohammed's  privileges  as  to  marriage,  318, 
&c. ;   apt  to  distract  a  man  from  his  duty 

413- 

Jklartyrs,  not  dead  but  living,  17  ;  the  suffer- 
ings of  two  Mohammedans,  204. 

Marut,  vide  Harut. 

Marj',  the  Virgin,  her  story,  228,  &c.;  free 
from  original  sin,  35;  miraculously  fed,  ib.; 
one  of  the  four  perfect  women,  418,  n.; 
calumniated  by  the  Jews,  70 ;  a  woman  (rf 
veracity,  83. 

Al  Masher  al  Haram,  21. 

Masud  (Ebn),  a  tradition  of  his  in  relation  to 
Pharaoh,  353. 

Maturity  of  age,  54. 

Measure  ought  to  be  just,  114,  440. 

Mecca,  the  security  and  plenty  of  tha  city, 
42.     See  Caaba. 

Meccans,  their  idolatry  and  superstitions  con- 
demned, loi,  301 ;  imagined  their  idols 
interceded  for  them  with  God,  150;  re- 
proached for  their  ingratitude,  188;  threat- 
ened with  destruction,  356;  require  Mo- 
hammed to  show  them  the  angels,  90,  n.; 
send  their  poor  out  of  the  city  to  Moham- 
med, 93,  n. ;  hold  a  council  and  conspire 
Mohammed's  destruction,  128,  n.;  applied 
indecent  circumstances  to  God,  1Q9,  n.; 
chastised  with  famine  and  sword,  348,  o.; 
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protniscd   rain  on  their  embracing  Islam, 

426,  n. 
Medina,  its  inhabitants  reproved  for  declining 

the  expedition  of  Tabuc,  149, 
Menat,  an  idol  of  the  Meccans,  67,  39a 
Merwa,  vide  Safa. 

Mestah,  one  of  the  accusers  of  Ayesha,  265,  n. 
Midian,  vide  Madian. 
Michael  the  friend  of  the  Jews,  11,  n. 
Milk,  its  production  wonderful,  199. 
Mina,  the  valley  of,  21 
Miracles  required  of  Mohammed,  184,  n.,  215, 

n.,  430. 
Months,  sacred,  to  be  observed,  20,  73,  85, 

139 
Moon  split  in  sunder,  391 
Mohajerin,  or  refugees,  who,  146,  n. 
Mohammed  promised  to  Adam,  5 ;    foretold 
by  phrist,   410 ;    expected   by  Jews  and 
Christians,  451 ;  sent  at  forty  years  of  age, 
151,  n.;   complained  of  by  the   Koreish  to 
his  uncle,  Abu  Taleb,  340,  n.;  his  revela- 
tions ridiculed  by  the  Meccans,  152,  n. ;  his 
journey  to  heaven,  206 :  enters  into  a  league 
with  those  of  Medina,  128,  n. ;  discovers  the 
conspiracy  of  the  Meccans  against  his  life, 
129,  n. ;  gains  some  proselytes  of  the  genii 
.■>y  reading  the  Koran,  374,  n. ;  sent  as  a 
mercy  to  all  creatures,  249 ;   the  illiterate 
prophet,  120;  excuses  his  inability  to  work 
miracles,  99,  182;  his  promise  to  those  who 
fly  for  religion,  301,  n. ;  accused  of  injustice 
in   dividing    the   spoils,   48,    141  :  flies   to 
Medina,  139 ;  foretells  the  victory  at  Bedr, 
303,  n.;  an  account  of  that  victory,  32,  125, 
&c. ;  loses  the  battle  of  Ohod,  where  he  is 
in  danger  of  his  life,  45 ;  reported  to  be 
slain,  46,  n. ;  lays  the  fault  on  his  men  for 
disobeying  his  orders,  47 ;    endeavours  to 
quiet   their   murmurs  for  that  misfortune, 
46,  &c. ;  goes  to  meet  the  Koreish  at  Bedr 
aocording  to  their  challenge,  49,  n. ;  fore- 
tells the  battle  of  the  ditch,  315  ;  the  fear  of 
his  men  at  that  battle,  ib. ;  his  men  swear 
fidelity  to  him  at  al  Hodeibiya,  379,  n. ;  his 
generosity,  380;  makes  a  truce   with   the 
Koreish  for  ten  years,  ib. ;  his  courage  at 
the  battle  of  Honein,  137,  n.;  expostulates 
with  his  followers  on  their  unwillingness  to 
go  on  the  expedition  to  Tabuc,  140,  &r. ; 
some  account  of  that  expedition,  113,  n. ;  a 
conspiracy  to   kill   him,    143,  n.,   330,  n. ; 
another  attempt  on  his  life,  from  which  he 
is  miraculously  preserved,  74,  n. ;  is  almost 
prevailed  on  by  the  Jews  to  go  into  Syria, 
213,  n.;  reproves  the  hypocritical  Moslems, 
62 ;  his  mercy  to  the  disobedient,  48 ;  his 
wives  demand  a  better  allowance,  on  which 
he  oflTers  them  a  divorce,  316;  they  choose 
to  stay  with  him,  and  he  lays  down  some 
rules  for   their   behaviour,  ib. ;    the  Jews 
reproach  him  on  account  of  the  number  of 
his  wives,  185,  n. ;  his  privileges  in  that  and 
some  other  respects,  318,  &c. ;  his  divorced 
wives  or  widows  not  to  marry  again,  319; 
his  amour  with  Mary,  an  Egj'ptian  slave, 
415;  disputes  in  a  Jewish  synagogue,  34,  n.; 
decides  a  controversy  in  favour  of  a  Jew 
against  a  Mohammedan,  61, n. ;  reprehended 
for  a  rasli  judgment,  66,  n. ;  not  allowed  to 
pray  for  teprobate   idolaters,    148;  utters 


blasphemy  through  inadvertance,  255,  n. ;  no 
revelation  vouchsafed  him  for  several  days, 
219,   449,    n. ;    enjoined    to   admonish   his 
I^eople,  388 ;  his  near  relation   to  the  be- 
lievers, 312;  demands  respect  and  obedience 
from  them,  270,  403 ;  challenges  his  oppo- 
nents to  produce  a  chapter  like  the  Koran, 
3;   put   out   of  conceit    with   honey,   415, 
desires  nothing  for  his  pains  in  preaching; 
275;  acknowledges  himself  a  sinner,  376  j 
commanded  to  pray  by  n.'ght,  427  ;  refuses 
the  adoration   of  two   Christians,  41,   n. ; 
refuses  to  eat  with  an  infidel,  272,  in.;  pro- 
phesies the  defeat  of  the  Persians  by  the 
Romans,  302 ;  reprehends  his  companions 
impatience,  297 ;   and  their   imitating  the 
Christians,  84 ;  speaks  by  revelation,  389 ; 
his   dream   at    Bedr,    130:    his   dream   at 
Medina,  380;   his  doctrine  compared  with 
that  of  the  other  propliets,  372  ;  is  terrified 
at  the  approach  of  Gabriel,  429;  is  repre- 
hended for  his  neglect  of  a  poor  blind  man, 
437;  demolishes  the  idols  of  Mecca,  214; 
warned  to  prepare  for  death,  458. 
Mohammedans  believe  in  all  the  scriptures 
and  prophets  without  distinction,  15 ;  for- 
bidden to  hold  friendship  with  infidels,  44, 
80;  the  hypocritical  threatened,   149;   the 
lukewarm   deceive   their  own   souls,   377 ; 
the  sincere,  their  reward,  294 ;  their  descrip- 
tion, 381. 
Moseilama,  the  false  prophet,  So,  n. 
Moses,  his  story,  115,  &c.,  233,  &c.,  276,  &c., 
289,  &c.;  his  miraculous  preservation  in  his 
infancy,  235,  &c. ;  the  impediment  in  his 
speech,  how  occasioned,  234,  n. ;   kills  an 
Egyptian,    and    flies   into  Midian,  291 ;  is 
entertained    by  Shoaib,    292 ;   receives  his 
rod  from  him,  ib.  n. ;  sees  the  fire  in  the 
bush,  283 ;  is  sent  to  Pharaoh,  and  receives 
the  power  of  working   miracles,  215;  his 
transactions  in  Egypt,  115,  156,  &c.;  brings 
water  from   the  rock,  7,   121,  n.;   cleared 
from  an  unjust  aspersion  by  a  stone's  run- 
ning away  with  his  clothes,  320,  n. ;  treats 
with  God,  and   receives  the  tables  of  the 
law  from  him,  6,  118;   breaks  the  tables, 
and  is  wroth  with  Aaron  on  account  of  the 
golden  calf,  120;  threatens  the  people,  ib. ; 
part  of  his  law  rehearsed,  104 ;  reproved  for 
his  vanity,  222,  n. ;  his  expedition  in  search 
of  al  Khedr,  ib. ;  his  and  Aaron's  relics  in 
the  ark,  27 ;  his  law  now  corrupted,  34,  n. 
Moslems,  vide  Mohammedans. 
Murder,  laws  concerning  it,  19,  64,  77,  2to, 

^255- 

Musulman,  whence  the  word  comes,  14,  n. 

Mysterios,  how  expressed  in  Arabic,  2,  n. 


Al  Nadir  (the  tribe   oQ  expelled  Arabia, 

404,  n. 
Nebuchadnezzar  takes  Jerusalem,  207,  n. 
Night,  part  of  it  to  be  spent  in  prayer,  427. 
Nimrod    disputes   with    Abraham,   28;    nis 

tower,    196,   n.  ;    attempts    to    ascend    to 

heaven,  246,  n. ;  his  persecution  of  Abraham 

and  his  punishment,  ib. 
Noah,  his  story,  no,  160,  279,  298,  424,  &c.' 

his  praj'er,  392 ;  his  wife's  infidelity,  417. 
Al  Nodar,  one  of  Mohammed's  adversaries, 
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his  opinion  of  the  Koran,  90,  n.;  inliofiuces 
a  Persian  rom-ance  as  preferable  to  it,  30O,  n. 


Oath,  an  inconsiderate  one,  how  to  be  ex- 
piated, 84;  an  extraordinary  one,  445. 

Oaihs,  cautions  concerning  iheni,  24 ;  not  to 
be  violated,  202. 

Obba  Ebn  Khalf  disputes  against  the  resur- 
rection, 195,  n.;  his  wager  with  Abu  Beer, 
302,  n.;  is  wounded  by  Mohammed,  272,  n. 

Oda  Eb"  Kais,  an  enemy  of  I\Iohammed, 
194. 

Offerings  to  God  recommended,  253 ;  a  large 
one  made  by  Mohammed,  ib 

Og,  fables  concerning  him,  76 

Ohod,  the  battle  fought  t'.iere,  45,  n.,  47 

Okail  (Abu),  his  charity,  144,  n. 

Okba  Ebn  Abi  Moait  professes  Islam  and 
apostatizes,  272,  n.;  publicly  abuses  Mo- 
hammed, ib.;  taken  and  beheaded  at  I'edr, 
ib. 

Olive-trees  grow  at  Mount  Sinai,  257. 

Olivet  (Mount),  Christ  taken  thence  by  a 
whirlwind,  39,  n. 

Omar,  his  deciding  a  dispute  between  a  Jew 
and  a  Mohammedan,  61,  n. ;  compared  to 
Noah,  132,  n. 

Omm  Salma,  one  of  Mohammed's  wives,  220, 
n. 

Omeyya  Ebn  Abi'lsalt,  122,  n. 

Opprobrious  language  forbidden,  3S2 

Orphans  not  to  be  injured,  54,  449;  a  curse 
on  those  who  defraud  them,  23 ;  to  be  in- 
structed in  religion,  54. 

Ostrich's  egg,  a  fine  woman's  skin  compared 
to  it^,  335. 

Othman  Ebn  Afian  sent  by  Mohammed  to 
the  Koreish,  is  imprisoned,  379,  n. ;  contri- 
butes largely  to  the  expedition  of  Tabuc, 

Othman  Ebn  Matun,  his  conversion  occa- 
sioned by  a  passage  of  the  Koran,  202,  n. 

Othman  Ebn  Telha  has  the  keys  of  the  Caaba 
returned  to  him  by  Mohammed,  60,  n. ;  em- 
braces Mohammedism,  ib 

Oven,  whence  the  first  waters  of  the  deluge 
poured  forth,  161,  n. 

Ozair,  vide  Ezra. 


Paraeles,  29,  188,  200,  220,  267,  341 
Paraclete,  the  Mohammedan    opinion   con- 
cerning the  person  meant  thereby,  410,  n. 
Paradise  described,  184,  375,  395,  &c. ;  where 

situate,  5,  n. ;   its  fruits,  3;   the  portion  of 

the  distressed,  22. 
Pardon  will  be  granted  to  the  penitent,  135. 
Parents  to  be  honoured,  209,  373 ;  make  their 

children  infidels,  304. 
Patience  recommended,  53,  353;  the  sign  of  a 

true  believer,  147,  n. 
Patriarchs   before   Moses   neither   Jews   nor 

Christians,  15. 
Pen  with  which  God's   decrees  arc  v.ritten, 

419. 
Penitent,  their  reward,  14S. 
Pentateuch,  vide  Law. 
Persecutors,  their  sentence,  44;?. 
Persians,  overcome  by  the  Greeks,  303,  n. 


Peter  (St.),  his  stratagem  to  convert  ihose  Di 
Antioch,  330,  n. 

Pharaoh,  his  story,  115,  &c.,  156,  &;c.,  289; 
the  common  title  of  the  kiiigs  of  Egypt, 
115;  a  punishment  used  by  him,'34o;  his 
presumption,  365. 

Phineas  Ebn  Azura,  a  Jew,  his  dishonesty, 
40;  his  indecent  expressions  concerning 
God,  51,  81,  n. 

Pico  de  Adam,  vide  Serendib. 

Pilgrimage  to  Mecca  commanded,  21 ;  direc- 
tions concerning  it,  21,  42,  252,  &c. 

Pledges  to  be  given  wliere  no  contract  in 
writing,  31. 

Plurality  of  worlds,  the  belief  thereol  im- 
puted to  Mohammed,  i,  n. 

Poets  censured,  2S2. 

Pomp  of  this  life  of  no  value,  294. 

Polygamy,  vide  Marriage. 

Prayer  commanded  and  enforced,  6,  13,  241, 
300,  303,  S:c. ;  directions  concerning  it,  52, 
65,  74,  213,  216;  not  to  be  entered  on  by 
him  who  is  drunk,  59 ;  before  reading  the 
Koran,  303;  for  the  penitent,  348. 

Predestination,  46,  208. 

Pre-existence  of  souls  a  doctrine  not  unknown 
to  the  Mohammedans,  122,  n. 

Pride,  abominable  in  the  sight  of  God,  210. 

Prideaux  (Dr.)  charges  the  Mohammedans 
with  cruelty,  without  foundation,  405,  n. 
confounds  Salmon  with  Abd'allah  Ebn 
Salam,  203,  n. ;  his  partiality  as  to  the  story 
of  Abraha's  overthrow,  456,  n.:  confounds 
Caab  Ebn  al  Ashraf,  the  Jew,  with  Caab 
Ebn  Zohair,  the  poet,  41,  n. ;  misled  by 
Erpenius,  405,  n.;  misquotes  a  passage  ot 
the  Koran,  416,  n.;  mistaken  in  asserting 
Mohammed  might  marry  his  nieces,  318,  n. 

Prodigality,  a  crime,  209. 

Prophets,  their  enemy  will  have  God  for  his, 
12;  rejected  and  persecuted  before  Mo- 
hammed, 91,  153;  not  chosen  for  their 
nobility  or  riches,  100.     Vide  Sinai. 

Prosperity  or  adversity,  no  mark  of  God's 
favour  or  disfavour,  446. 

Punishments  and  blessings  01  the  next  life 
109;  the  manner   138. 


Quails  given  the  Israelites,  7;  what  kind  01 
birds  they  were,  ib.,  n. 

Quarrels  between  the  true  believers  to  be 
composed,  3S2 ;  to  be  avoided  on  the  pil- 
grimage, 21. 

Quietism,  Mohammedans  no  strangers  to  it, 
446,  n. 


Rafe  (Add),  a  Jew,  offers  to  worship  Mo- 
hammed, 41. 

Rahnn,  vide  Serendib. 

R  a'lna,  a  word  used  by  the  Jews  to  Mohammed 
by  way  of  derision,  13. 

Al  Rakim,  what,  217 

Ramadan  (the  month)  appoliiled  Icr  a  fait. 

Ransom  of  captives  disapproved,  132. 

Al  Rass,  various  opinions  concerning  it,  273, 

n. 
Razeka,  an  idol  of  Ad,  iir. 
Religion,  no  violence  to  b«  used   in  it.    iS  ; 
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c'hat  is  the  right,  452 ;  fighting  for  it  com- 
jp.andedand  encouraged,  20,  47,  62,  127, 135, 
137,  254,  410;  divided  into  various  sects, 
259 ;  harmony  therein  recommended,  43 ; 
whether  those  of  any  religion  may  be  saved, 
8,  n. 

Repentance  necessary  to  salvation,  55 ;  a 
death-bed  one  ineffectual,  ib. 

Resurrection  asserted,  211,  384,  431,  441 ;  de- 
scribed, 261,  384  ;  the  signs  of  its  approach, 
431 ;  its  time  known  to  God  alone,  310. 

Retaliation  (the  law  of),  18. 

Revelations  in  writing  given  to  several  pro- 
phets, 2,  n. ;  what  are  now  extant  according 
10  the  Mohammedans,  ib. 

l-Cevenge  allowed,  255. 

Riches  will  not  gain  a  man  admission  into 
paradise,  325 ;  employ  a  man's  whole  life, 

454- 
Right  way,  what  the  Mohammedans  so  call, 

I,  n. 
Righteous,  their  reward,  132,  297,  311. 
Righteousness,  wherein  it  consists,  18. 
Rites  appointed  in  every  religion,  256. 
Rock,  whence  Moses  produced  water,  ;. 


Saad  I'.bn  Abi  Wakkas,  125,  297,  n. 

Saad    Ebn    Moadh,    his   severUj-,    132,    n. ', 

dooms  the  Koradhites  to  destruction,  315,  n. 
Saba,  queen  of,  vide  Balkis. 
Saba,  the  wickedness  of  his  posterity,  and 

their  punishment,  323, 
Sabbath,  the  transgression  thereof  punished, 

121. 
Safa  and  Merwa,  mountains  of,  two  monu- 
ments of  God,  17. 
Sasiya  bint  Hoyai,  one  of  Mohammed's  wives, 

382,  n. 
Al  Sahira,  one  of  the  names  of  hell,  436,  n. 
Saiba,  86.  ^ 

Sakia,  an  idol  of  Ad,  in 
Sakhar,  a  devil,  gets  Solomon  s  signet,  and 

reigns  in  his  stead.  342,  n.;  his  punishment, 

ib. 
Saleh,  the  prophet,  his  story,  112,  &c.,  280, 

&c.     Vide  Thamud. 
Salema,  an  idol  of  Ad,  111. 
Salsabil,  a  fountain  in  paradise,  433. 
Salutation,  mutual,  recommended,  63. 
Al  Sameri,  the  maker  of  the  golden  calf,  who, 

6,  n.,  257,  n. 
Sarah,  wife  of  Abraham,  her  laughing,  165. 
Satan,  his  punishment  for  seducing  our  first 

parents,  106;  believed  to  assist  the  Koreish, 

131- 

Saul,  his  story,  26,  &c. 

Sects  and  their  leaders  shall  quarrel  at  the 
resurrection,  18. 

Sejaj,  the  orophetess,  80,  n. 

Sejjin,  what,  440,  n. 

Sennacherib,  207,  n. 

Separation,  the  day  of,  a  name  of  the  day  oi 
judgment,  36S. 

Serab,  what,  267. 

Serendib,  the  isle  of,  Adam  cast  down  th.ereon 
from  paradise,  5,  n.;  the  print  of  Adam's 
foot  shown  on  a  mountain  there,  ib. 

Sergius,  the  monk,  203,  n. 

Serpent,  his  sentence  for  assisting  in  the  seduc- 
tion of  man,  106,  n. 


Seventy  Israelites  demand  to  see  God  ;  are 
killed  by  lightning,  and  restored  to  life  at 
the  praj'er  of  Moses,  6. 

Al  Seyid  al  Najrani,  a  Jew,  offers  to  worship 
Moliammed,  41. 

Shamhozai,  a  debauched  angel,  his  penance, 
T2,  n. 

Slias  Ebn  Kais,  a  Jew,  promotes  a  quarrel 
between  Aws  and  Khazraj,  43,  n. 

Shechinah,  misinterpreted  by  the  commenta- 
tors, 27,  n. 

Sheddad,  son  of  Ad,  makes  a  garden  in  imita- 
tion of  paradise,  445,  n.;  is  destroj'ed  in 
going  to  view  it,  ib. 

Sheep,  the  prodigious  weight  of  their  tails  in 
the  east,  103,  n. 

Shem,  raised  to  life  by  Jesus,  37,  n. 

Shoaib,  the  prophet,  his  story,  113,  &c.,  167. 

Signs,  the  meaning  of  the  word  in  the  Koran. 

5'  }?: 

Al  Sljil,  the  angel  who  lakes  an  account  of 
men's  actions,  249. 

Sin,  the  irremissible  one,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Mohammedans,  10,  n.;  the  seven  deadly 
sins,  57,  n. 

Sinai,  Mount,  lifted  over  the  Israelites,  8,  11 ; 
the  souls  of  all  the  prophets  present  at  the 
delivery  of  the  law  to  Moses  thereon,  41. 

Simon  the  Cyrensean,  supposed  to  be  crucified 
instead  of  Jesus,  38,  n. 

Sirius,  or  the  greater  dog-star,  worshipped  by 
the  old  Arabs,  381. 

Slaves,  how  to  be  treated,  266;  women  not 
to  be  compelled  to  prostitute  themselves, 
267. 

Slander  forbidden,  382 ;  the  punishment  of 
those  who  -^lander  the  prophets,  143,  454. 

Sleepers,  the  seven,  their  story,  216,  &c. 

Smoke,  which  will  precede  the  day  of  judg 
menl,  367. 

Sodom  and  Gomorrah  destroyed,  166. 

Sodomy,  53. 

Sofian  (Abu)  commands  the  army  ol  the 
Koreish  at  Ohod.  45;  and  the  convoy  of 
the  caravan  at  Bedr,  126;  challenges  Mo- 
hammed to  meet  him  at  Bedr  a  second 
time,  47,  n.;  but  fails,  49,  n.;  embraces 
Mohammedism  on  the  Vking  of  Mecca, 
408 ;  expostulates  with  Mohammed,  260. 

Sohail  Ebn  Amru  treats  with  Mohammed  on 
behalf  of  the  Koreish,  379. 

Soheib  flies  to  Medina,  22. 

Solomon  succeeds  David,  2S3;  has  power 
over  the  winds,  247,  342;  his  and  Davids 
judgment,  247;  his  manner  of  travelling, 
284 ;  what  passed  between  him  and  the 
queen  of  Saba,  2S4,  &c. ;  a  trick  of  the 
devil's  to  blast  his  character,  12;  cleared 
by  the  mouth  of  Mohammed,  ib,;  orders 
several  of  his  horses  to  be  killed,  because 
they  had  diverted  him  from  his  prayers, 
341 ;  is  deprived  of  his  signet  and  his  king- 
dom for  some  days,  342  ;  his  death  concealed 
for  a  year,  and  in  what  manner,  322.  _ 

Soraka  Ebn  Malec,  tlie  devil  appears  in  hij 
form,  13-1. 

Soul,  the  origin  of  it,  214. 

Spoils,   laws  concerning   tlieir   divijion,  nj 

130. 
Stars  darted  at  the  devils,  192. 
Stoning  of  adulterers.  34,  x\ 
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Striking,  an  cpitliet  of  the  last  day,  453. 
Supererogritiun,  213. 
Sura,  or  cliaptcr  of  the  Koran,  142. 
Sun  and  moon,  not  to  be  worshipped,  357 ; 
are  suljject  to  God  and  the  use  of  man,  109. 
Swearer,  a  common,  not  to  be  obeyed,  420. 
Swine's  flesh.     Vide  Food. 


Table  caused  to  descend  from  heaven  by 
Jesus,  87  ;  of  God's  decrees,  92. 

Tables  of  the  law,  119. 

'J'abuc,  the  expedition  of,  139. 

I'aghut,  the  meaning  of  the  word,  28,  n. 

'J'aleb  (Abu),  Mohammed's  uncle,  148,  n.', 
Mohammed  refuses  to  pray  for  him  on  his 
dying  an  infidel,  ib. 

Talut,  vide  Saul. 

Tasnim,  a  fountain  in  paradise,  440. 

Tebala  and  Jorash,  their  inhabitants  embrace 
Mohammedism,  137. 

Temple  of  Mecca,  vide  Caaba ;  of  Jerusalem, 
built  by  genii,  322. 

Thalaba  grows  suddenly  rich  on  Mohammed's 
prayer  for  him,  143,  n.;  refusing  to  pay  alms 
is  again  reduced  to  poverty,  ib. 

Thakif,  the  tribe  of,  demand  terms  of  Moham- 
med, which  are  denied  them,  213,  n. 

Thamud,  the  tribe  of,  their  story  and  destruc- 
tion, III,  254,  258,  356.     Vide  Saleh. 

Theft,  its  punishment,  78. 

Throne  of  God,  28 ;  will  be  borne  by  eight 
angels  on  the  day  of  judgment,  422. 

Thunder  celebrates  the  praise  of  God,  182. 

Tima  Ebn  Obeirak,  his  theft,  66,  n. 

Time  computed  by  the  sun  and  moon,  98. 

Titian,  the  name  of  the  person  supposed  to  be 
crucified  in  Christ's  stead,  38,  n. 

Tobba,  the  people  of,  destroyed,  368. 

Toleihah,  the  false  prophet,  80,  313,  n. 

Towa,  the  valley  where  Moses  saw  the  burn- 
ing bush,  436. 

Tribute,  its  imposition.  131. 

Trinity,  the  belief  thereof  forbidden,  72,  83. 

True  believers,  who  are  such,  257. 

Trumpet  will  sound  at  the  last  day,  289,  348. 


UNnFLiEVERS  described,  325  ;  their  sentence 

17,  60,  346. 
Unity  of  God  asserted,  459. 
Unrighteousness  punished,  152. 
Usury  forbidden,  30,  305. 
Al  Uzza,  an  idol  of  the  Meccans,  67,  n.,  390. 


Variety  of  languages  and  complexions  hard 
to  be  accounted  for,  304. 

Victory  of  the  Greeks  over  the  Persians  fore- 
told by  Mohammed,  302. 

Visitation  of  the  Caaba,  21. 


At.WALiDEBN  alMogheira,  a  great  enemy 
ofMohammed,  was  a  bastard, 42o,n.;  derides 
Mohammed  for  calling  God  al  Rahman,  123; 


has  his  nose  slit,  420,  n.;  his  prosperity  ard 
decay,  429;  hires  another  to  bear  the  guilt 
of  his  apostacj',  391 ;  his  death,  194. 

Al  Walid  Ebn  Okba,  382,  n. 

A\'ar  against  infidels,  commanded  and  recom- 
mended, 62,  132,  375,  &c. 

Waraka  Ebn  Nawfal  acknowledged  one  God 
before  the  mission  of  Mohammed,  63,  n. 

Wasila,  86. 

Water  produced  from  the  rock  by  Moses,  7. 

Weight  to  be  just,  114,  440. 

Whoredom,  laws  concerning  it.  55,  262. 

Wicked,  their  sentence,  155,  191,  435.  See 
Unbelievers. 

Widows  to  be  provided  for,  26 ;  laws  relating 
to  them,  25. 

Wife  ought  to  be  used  justly,  68 ;  may  be 
chastised,  25;  the  number  of  wives  allowed 
by  the  Koran,  53;  their  duty  to  their  hus- 
bands, 24.  See  Adultery,  Divorce,  and 
Marriage. 

Winds,  their  use,  305;  subject  to  Solomon, 

247,     342; 

Wine  forbidden,  23,  84. 

Wills,  laws  relating  to  them,  86. 

Witnesses,  laws  relating  to  them,  69,  82 ;  ne- 
cessary in  bargains,  and  to  secure  debts, 
31- 

Witchcraft  used  against  Mohammed,  460. 

Women  ought  to  be  respected,  ^3 ;  and  to 
have  a  part  of  their  relations'  inheritance 
54;  not  to  be  inherited  against  their  wilt, 
55 ;  to  be  subject  to  the  men,  58  ;  unclean 
while  they  have  their  courses,  23;  some 
directions  for  their  conduct,  266,  382 ;  the 
punishment  of  those  who  falsely  accuse 
them  of  incontinence,  263,  264 ;  those  who 
come  over  from  the  enemy,  how  to  be  dealt 
with,  408. 

Works  of  an  infidel,  will  appear  to  him  at  the 
last  day,  91. 


Al  Yamama,  its  inhabitants  a  warlike  people, 

379- 
Al  Yaman,  the  inhabitants  thereof  slay  theii 

prophet,  242,  n.;    they  are  destroyed    by 

Nebuchadnezzar,  ib. 
Yathreb,  the  ancient  name  of  Medina,  314. 


Al  Zabir,  Mount,  iig,  n. 
Al  Zacat,  vide  Alms. 

Zacharias,    praying   for  a   son,    is  proniis^cd 
John,  36,  227 ;  educates  the  Virgin  Mar>', 

Al  Zakkiim,  the  tree  of  hell,  212,  336,  S:c. 

Al  Zaniharir,  what,  loi,  n. 

Zeid    Ebn    Amru,    acknowledged   one   God 
before  the  mission  of  Mohammed,  63,  n. 

Zeid,  the  husband  of  Zeinab,  his  storj',  317, 
n.;  the  only  person,  of  Mohammed's  com 
panions,  named  in  the  Koran,  ib. 

Zeinab,  her  marriage  with  .Mohammed,  ib. 

Zenjebil,  a  stream  in  paradise,  433. 

Zoleikha,  Joseph's  mistress,  171,  Zac 
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Longfellow's  Poetical  Works. 

Legendary  Ballads  of  Eng- 
land and  Scotland. 

Scott's  Poetical  Works. 

Poets  of  the  Nineteenth  Cen- 
tury. 

Eliza  Cook's  Poems. 

Christian  Lyrics. 

Moore's  Poetical  Works. 

Cowper's  Poetical  Works. 

Milton's  Poetical  Works. 

Wordsworth's  Poetical  Works. 

Byron's  Poetical  Works. 

Mrs.  Hemans'  Poetical  Works. 

Burns'  Poetical  Works. 


Hood's  Poetical  Works. 

Shakspeake  :  The  Plays  and 
Poems. 

Campbell's  Poetical  Works. 

Coleridge's  Poetical  Works. 

Shelley's  Poetical  Works. 

Pope's  Homer's  Iliad  and  Odys- 
sey. 

Montgomery's  Poems,  &c. 

Pope's  Poetical  Works. 

Mackay's  Poetical  Works. 

Herbert's  (George)  Poems  and 
Prose. 

Heber's  (Bishop)  Poetical  Works. 


Baron  Munchausen  :  His  Adventures.  Comprising  i8  magnificent 
Coloured  Plates  from  Original  Designs  by  Bichard,  and  full 
Descriptive  Text.    In  royal  4to,  cloth  elegant      .         .         .         .     0  12     6 

The  Earl's  Return.  By  Owen  Meredith  (Earl  Lytton).  A  Choice 
Work,  Illustrated  with  numerous  Photogravures  and  Wood  En- 
gravings from  Drawings  by  W.  L.  Taylor.  Limited  to  250 
copies.     In  4to,  elegant  binding  design 1     .5     0 

Halliwell  (J.  Orchard).  The  Nursery  Rhymes  of  England. 
Large  Paper  Edition  (limited),  with  Original  Illustrations,  Steel 
Frontispiece  and  Title  Page.     In  fcap.  4to,  half  calf,  gilt  top        .     0  10    G 

Lady  of  the  Lake  (The).     By  Sir  Walter  Scott.    Beautifully 

Illustrated  Edition  in  square  i6mo,  gilt  edges,  bevelled  boards   .030 

Lear's  Book  of  Nonsense.     With  no  Droll  Illustration?.    Oblong 

4to,  cloth  gilt OGO 

Pilpay's  Fables.  Large  Paper  Edition.  Elegantly  printed  on 
hand-made  paper  and  limited  to  250  copies.  Fcap.  410,  half-calf, 
gilt  top 0  10    G 

St.  Nicholas  Songs.  Containing  Original  Music  by  32  Composers, 
written  for  the  Poems  and  Jingles  of  "  St.  Nicholas  Magazine." 
200  pages  (the  size  of  Music  sheets),  with  112  Songs  and  140 
Illustrations.     In  cloth  binding,  calf  back,  illuminated  linings     .     0  1-5    0 

Thackeray  (W.  M.).  The  Chronicle  of  the  Drum.  Embellished 
with  50  finely-engraved  Illustrations,  and  printed  on  the  finest 
plate  paper.    Royal  8vo,  bevcyled  boards,  gilt  edges    .        ,        .     0  10    G 


Selections  from  Frederick  Warne  &  Co.'s  Publications. 


Bacon's    (Lord)   Essays.      Including  his   Moral   and   Historical 

Works.    With  Memoir,  Notes  and  Glossary.     Crown  8vo,  gilt     .030 

Collier  (J.  Payne).  Shakspeare's  Comedies,  Histories,  Trage- 
dies and  Poems.     (Library  Edition).     Six  Volumes,  gilt      .         .400 

Davies's  (Rev.  E.).  Other  Men's  Minds.  Being  Seven  Thou- 
sand Extracts  of  Prose  and  Poetry  in  all  Ages.  With  Steel  Illus- 
trations.   Demy  8vo,  gilt  and  gilt  edges 0  10    G 

Ditto  ditto  Moroccp         .         .110 

Disraeli's  (Isaac)  Works.  With  Copyright  Notes,  Life,  &c.,  by 
the  Earl  of  Bsaconsfield.  Six  Vols.  Library  Edition,  with 
Steel  Portraits,  &c.     Crown  8vo,  gilt 1  10    0 

The  Curiositles  of  Literature.    Three  Vols. 

The  Literary  Character  of  Men  of  Genius. 

The  Calamities  and  Quarrels  of  Authors. 

The  Amenities  of  Literature. 

Dodd's  Beauties  of  Shakspeare.  Fine  Edition,  with  25  Steel 
Plates  by  Smirke,  &c.  Finely  printed,  and  handsomely  bound. 
In  square  crown  8vo,  gilt  and  gilt  edges       .         .         .         .         .076 

Evelyn's  Diary  and  Correspondence.  (Cavendish  Edition.) 
Complete  with  Notes,  Index,  &.c.  One  Vol.,  crown  8vo,  gilt, 
uncut 036 

Johnson's  Lives  of  the  Poets.  New  Edition,  with  complete  Index, 
Steel  Portrait,  &c.  Crown  8vo,  gilt,  new  style,  half  cloth,  mar- 
bled edges 03G 

Lockhart  (J.  G.).  Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  Sir  Walter  Scott, 
Bart.  Finely  printed  on  good  paper,  with  Steel  Portrait  and  Illus- 
trations. 760  pages.  In  crown  8vo,  bevelled  boards,  gilt  and 
gilt  edges 050 

Pepy's  Memoir,  Diary  and  Correspondence.  Edited  by  Lord 
Braybrooke.  With  Complete  Index,  Steel  Portrait,  &c.  Crown 
8vo,  gilt,  new  style,  half  cloth,  marbled  edges      .         .         .         .036 

Abbeys,  Castles  and  Ancient  Halls  of  England  and  Wales  : 
Their  Legendary  Lore  and  Popular  History,  By  John  Timbs 
and  Alexander  Gunn.  Three  Volumes.  Steel  Frontispiece 
and  numerous  Illustrations.    Crown  8vo,  gilt        .         .  each    0    5    0 

Ditto         With  12  page  Photographs,  neat  binding,  gilt 
top each    0    6    0 

Clinton's  (H.  R.).  Crecy  to  Assye  :  Five  Centuries  of  the  Mili- 
tary History  of  England.  With  Maps  and  Plans.  Square  crown 
8vo,  gilt,  bevelled  boards 0    5    0 

The  Peninsular  War  and  Wellington's  Campaigns  in 

France  and  Belgium.     Square  crown  8vo,  gilt,  bevelled  boards  .050 

Gibbon's  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire.  With  Por- 
trait.   Three  Volumes.     Crown  8vo,  gilt 0  15    0 

Half-Hours  with  the  Best  Authors.  Selected  and  Edited  by 
Charles  Knight.  (Popular  Edition.)  In  demy  8vo,  Two  Vols. 
(Sell  separately)  handsome  binding       ....  each    050 

Half-Hours  with  the  Best  Authors.  (Cavendish  Edition.)  A 
New  Library  Edition,  Four  Vols.,  each  volume  containing  an 
entirely  new  Steel  Frontispiece,  handsomely  bound,  gilt,  uncut, 
large  crown  8vo per  Vol.     0    3    6 

Half-Hours  with  the  Best  American-  Authors.  Selected  and 
Edited  by  Charles  Morris.  (Cavendish  Edition.)  In  Four 
Vols.,  each  Vol.  containing  an  entirely  new  Steel  Frontispiece. 
Large  crown  8vo,  gilt,  neat  binding,  uncut  edges.        .     per  Vol.    0    3    6 


SeJecHons  from  Frederick  Warne  &  Co.'s  Publications. 

--____  __ 

Half-Hours  of  English  History.  From  the  Roman  Period  to 
the  Death  of  Ehzabeth.  Selected  and  Edited,  with  Notes,  by 
Chas.  Knight,  and  continuing  the  History  from  James  to  Vic- 
toria, by  L.  Valentine.  With  Steel  Portraits,  Four  Volumes, 
crown  8vo,  gilt 100 

HairHours  of  English  History.  (Cavendish  Edition.)  A  New 
Library  Edition.  Four  Vols.,  each  volume  containing  an  en- 
tirely new  Steel  Frontispiece,  handsomely  bound,  gilt,  uncut, 
large  crown  8vo      ^ ,         .         per  Vol.     0    3    G 

Marvin  (Charles).    The  Russians  at  the  Gates  of  Herat.    With 

6  Portraits  and  2  Maps.     In  small  crown  8vo,  sewed   .         .         .010 
McMaster(John  Bach).     History  of  the  People  of  the  United 

States,   fioni   the   Revolution   to   the   Civil    War.      Crown   8vo. 
Volumes  I.  and  II.  now  ready  ;  to  be  completed  in  Five  Volumes 

each    0  10    0 

Motley's  Rise  of  the  Dutch  Republic.  With  Notes,  Index,  &c. 
(Cavendish  Edition.)     Three  Vols.,  crown  8vo,  gilt,  uncut  edges 

per  Vol.     0    3    0 

Napier's  History  of  the  Peninsular  War.  (Cavendish  Edition.) 
Six  Vols.,  with  Notes  and  55  Maps  and  Plans.  Large  crown  8vo, 
uncut,  cloth  gilt per  Set    1     1    0 

Romance  of  History  (The).  In  crown  8vo,  gilt,  profusely  Illus- 
trated.   (In  sets  only) 150 

England.  By  Henry  Neale.  With  21  Illusts.  byT.  Landseer. 
France.  By  Leitch  Ritchie.  With  21  Illusts.  by  T.  Landseer. 
Spain.     By  Don  T.  de  Trueba.     With  21   Illustrations  by  J.  K. 

Meadows. 
Italy,    By  C.  Macfarlane.    With  21  Illusts.  by  T.  Landseer. 
India.    By  the  Rev.  Hobart  Caunter,  B.  D.    With  Illusts. 


The  Albion  Temperance  Reciter:  A  Collection  of  120  Recita- 
tions, in  Prose  and  Verse,  from  well-known  and  Modern  Authors. 
Crown  8vo,  cloth    .         .  0    10 

Modern  Readings   and  Recitations.     Compiled  and  Edited  by 

Leopold  Wagner.     Crown  8vo,  cloth  .         .         .         .         .010 

New  Readings  from  American  Authors.    Compiled  and  Edited 

by  Leopold  Wagner.    Crown  8vo,  cloth 0    10 

Sunday  School  Readings,  Recitations  and  Dialogues.  Com- 
piled and  Edited  by  Rev.  W.  T.  Adey.    Crown  8vo,  cloth   . 

Carpenter's  Readings.    12  distinct  volumes.   Fcap.  8vo,  cloth,  each 

Hood's  Comic  Readings.    2  distinct  vols.     Fcap.  8vo,  cloth,  each 

Moseley's  Readings,    i  volume.    Fcap.  8vo,  cloth 

Hoare's  Choice  Readings,     i  volume,  cloth  .... 

Carpenter's  (J.   E.)    Popular  Readings   in   Prose   and   Verse. 

5  vols.     Cr.8vo,  new  style  of  binding,  gilt,  sold  separately,  the  set    0  17    G 

The     Popular     Elocutionist    and    Reciter.      Entirely 

Revised  and  Re-edited,  with  much  new  matter  added,  by  Leopold 
Wagner.    Crown  8vo,  new  and  serviceable  style  of  binding,  gilt    0    3    G 
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